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ByAimuanLeeai^  Richard  Owen  in  rome 


THE  Football  Assodatkm  yes- 
terday accused  the  Italian 
police  of  "deliberate  intimida- 
tion" and  “extreme  provoca- 
tion" ina  damning  repeat  into 
tte  vidence  fliat  marred  En- 
gland’s World  Cup  match  in 
Rome  a fortnight  a^o.  . 

The  condemnation  ’ threat- 
ened to  blew . up  into  . a', 
dipkananc -smrm  last  night  as 
the  Italian'.  Embassy  jn 
London  dismissed  the  investi- 
gation as.'.'  a.  ' “one-sided 
whitewash".  _ 

As  Italian  diplomats  contin- 


ued to  blante 

gans”for  causingme  violence 
seen  by  mflficns  oih  tdeviskm,. 
tJw  FA  stood  by  its  dossier.-/ 

Jack  Straw,  die  Hcgne  ^Sec- 
retary, refused- 
into  the  mcmrumg  -acaHmony 
but  odd  he  wendd  meetdie  FA 
to  discuss  the  inyesfigatian. 

An  Italian  spokesman  said 
-the  report  erf  d^ftaKan  htitea- : 
or  Ministry*  ’own  inqaiiy 
would  be  released  itext  week: 
but  added:  ^isaraaasoise  to 
blame  our-  npoUee  when : they 
had  to  fade  dnxnkra'hadtigians 
dirowing  xrdssileK.”  Hie  said 
77  sestts.hadbeien  xipped  up  by 
English  fees  add  four  police- 
menrtwre  seriously  hyfxred.  •; 

TbeEAdossfcr  .was  '.own-- ; 
piled . from  the  graphic  testi- 
mony of  1.5CD  suppliers  who 
described  hbw  thgy  facedba- 
ton  chaigesi  insults  and.  were 
spat  DL  One  complainant  was 
aged  C.  The  FA  accused  the 


. Italian  authorities  erf  ignoring  • 
.advice'  from  British  police 
• experts  who  were  sent  to 
control  a small  number.-.bf 

known.  hhnKgarwi.  Instead  th* 

Italian  organisers  sold  tickets 
to  English  fens  for  the  wrong 
end  of  top  stadium:  it.,  Said. 

: When  both  sets  of  fans,  began 
bombarding  each  other  with  , 
seats  and  bottles;  the  report 
said,  the  police  only  acted 
against  die  English  r-sup-1 
.porters..-  • 

The  report  said  stewarding 

- in  ihe  82,000  alhseater  stadl- 

- um  was  almost  non-existent 
.and  elementary  crowd,  safety 
procedures ; were-  abandoned 
amid  chaos  The  FA  called  for 
countries  which  stage  interiiar 
fional  nutjrites  tpagreeto  a 
^faster  standard : of  ragan-  • 
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Anyone 
for  tennis 
with  our 


Tony? 


By  Philip  Delves 
Broughton 


Gherie  Blair  escorts  Bumni  Anyaoku,  wife  of  the  Common wealth  Secretary  General,  through  a “Family  Festival*'  marquee  in  Edinburgh 


Personal  video  image  of  Blair’s  Britain 


By  Dominic  Kennedy 
and  Shirley  English 


Concern grew last night .that . 
the  report  may  affect  .the  next 
. -AngLchifalian  encounter,  when 
Manchester  United  fens  travel 
' to  Turin,  far  the  tie  against 
Ju?entu&  FAsources  said  fhey 
(fid  not  think  it  right  to  sit.on- 
ttris  report  until  after  that' 
game.  They  agreed-  that  the 
' behavioor.of  the  police  and  the 
fan*  will  -receive 
scrutiny*. 

David  MeOnr,  head-;  of  Ihe  ; 
Fbptbaifl'  Task  /Faroe,  wel- 
comed the  report;-  and  agreed 
more  had  tote  doDeto  jnevent 
known  troublemakers  follow- 
ing.fee  England  team  abroad. 

• In  Rome  a spokesman  for 
Mario  Fescanto  chairman-  of 
the  Italian  Olympic  Commit- 
tee, charged  that  British  affiri- - 
.als  wen:  mcans&tmt;  “They 
say  . one  thing 'Id  tis  and 
another  to  the.  British  public." 
The  Italian  Football  Federal 
tiemi  said  it  would  study  the 
report  carefully.  The  ddef  of 
police,  Rino  Monaco. declined 
to  comment  '-•/-. 

-Frtmcesob  Rutdli,  Mayor  of : 
Rome,  said  -there  was  :"n6 
basis”  for  amisationstoat  the 
police  -were  brutal.  “On  the 
contrary,^  they  contained,  a 
dangerous  situation  which 
could  have  got  but  of  hand". 


TONY  BL&R  put  his  person- 
al stoop  on  the  new  image  of 
Britain  as  a young,  vibrant 
nation  yesterday  with  a re- 
markable promotional  video, 
shown  to  millions  of  television 
viewers  across  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  eight-minute  broadcast, 
a visual  dira^ory  of  “who's  in" 
in  Coed  Britannia  — and,  by 
amission.  ^whoS  out" — : was 
the  centrepiece  of  a 90-minute 
session  of  story,  music  and 


dance,  as  well  as  traditional 
speeches  to  representatives  of 
51  countries  meeting. in  Edin- 
burgh. The  video  included 
Blarnte  choices  such  as  Ted 
Baker,  his  children's  favourite 
shirt;  designer..4  and  ■ recent 
Downing  Street  ' - celebrity 
guests  Richard  Branson,  toe 
Virgin  boss,  ; • and  : • Noel 
Gallagher  of  Oasis.  '■ 

The  relaunch  of  New  Brit- 
ain was  more  of  a facelift  than 
a makeover.  Such  is  the  tyran- 
ny of  youth  that  Desmond 
Lynam’s  was  toe  cnly  grey 
hair  to  be  spotted  among 
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Football  reports,  pages  35-39 


dozens  of  unkempt  pop  sing- 
ers and  bratdsh  film  stars. 
Nobody  was  allowed  to  be 
bald.  TTie  video,  which  includ- 
ed scenes  from  toe  film  about 
mate  strippers,  77ie  Full 
Monty,  and  excerpts  from  the 
Spice  Girls’  Wannabe  video, 
was ' watched . in  silence  by 
Commonwealth  leaders. 

But  its  target  audience  was 
the  people  of  the  Empire’s 
former  subject  nations,  whose 
memories  of  the  British  are 
dominated  by  marching 
bands,  superior  colonials  tak- 
ing tiffin,  drinking  gin  and 
tonic  and  playing  polo. 

The  video,  produced  by  Pete 
Bolton  of  Spectrum,  intro- 
duced Mr  Blairs  speech  to  the 
conference.  It  began  with  a 
Union  flag  surrounded  by  the 
internet  address. 

Against  a background  of 
techno  music,  graphics  were 
- rapidly  displayed  on  the 
themes  of  technology,  trade, 
education,  the  environment 
and  culture.  First,  a gleaming 
CD  faded  into  pictures  of  a 
telescope  five  times  more  pow- 
erful than  Hubble,  which  can 
see  toe  .surfaces  of  stars. 
Designed,  of  course,  in 
Britain. 

Next  came  a stroke  pattern 
having  a fife-saving  operation, 
a jet  plane  with  Rolls-Royce 
turbine  blades  capable  of 
withstanding  1000C.  and  a 


British  Telecom  device  to  iden- 
tifypeople  by  their  irises. 

The  segment  about  trade 
began  with  a El  coin,  the 
image  of  toe  Queen's  head 
being  the  only  reference  to 
monarchy  in  the  entire  video. 
Pills  were  seen  on  a produc- 
tion line  as  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal industry^  achievements 
were  lauded.  Also  British  were 
the  world's  busiest  airport 
(planes  at  Heathrow},  most 
Formula  1 cars  (tight  comers 
at  Grand  Prix),  most  Euro- 
pean retailers  (people  buying 
oranges  at  supermarkets),  and 


a third  of  the  world's  foreign 
exchange  business  (City  trad- 
ers waving  their  arms). 

The  environment  section  in- 
cluded the  Eden  Project  to 
create  a giant  greenhouse  in 
Cornwall  and  an  enviranmen- 
tally-friendly  Sainsbury’s  jug- 
gernaut Education  was 
illustrated  by  children  using 
computers  and  an  Open  Univ- 
ersity student  writing  an  es- 
say. Finally,  culture  high- 
lighted fashion,  film,  archi- 
tecture. rock  and  design. 


New  Britain,  page  13 


WHEN  Tony  Blair  met 
die  Commonwealth  heads 
erf  government  yesterday 
in  Edinburgh  he  was  look- 
ing not  at  their  sashes  and 
gongs  but  rather  for  a 
specific  snap  in  toe  hips, 
strength  in  the  leg  and  a 
cool  unsweaty  palm. 

“The  Prime  Minister  is 
looking  for  a tennis  part- 
ner." said  one  of  his  aides 
yesterday.  “He  will  choose 
one  after  he  has  met  them 
all  today." 

The  Commonwealth 
leaders  wifi  be  adjourning 
on  Sunday  to  St  Andrews 
where  goto  massages,  ten- 
nis and  football  will  be  on 
offer.  In  toe  hotels  of 
Edinburgh,  Mr  Blair’s 
challenge  has  been  met 
with  vigour.  High  com- 
missioners and  advisers 
are  urging  their  bosses 
into  toe-touching,  leg  curls 
and  short  sprints. 

Typical  is  the  attitude  of 
the  Bahamians,  whose 
President,  Hubert  Ingra- 
ham. though  in  toe  mid  to 
low-5ft  range,  is  up  for  it 
“He  is  a bit  short,”  says  a 
Bahamas  High  Commis- 
sion-official. “and  not  so 
athletic.  Golf  is  really  his 
game,  but  I am  sure  he 
could  play  tennis  if  he 
needed  to.” 

President  Masire  of  Bo- 
tswana is  also  game.  “He 
is  in  his  seventies  but  very 
athletic,’'  his  High  Com- 
mission says.  “He  keeps  fit 
by  herding  buffaloes,  that 
sort  of  thing.” 

Nobody,  it  seems,  is 
prepared  to  say  his  head 
of  government  is  any  less 
than  a near  Linford  Chris- 
tie. Dr  Keith  G audios 
Mitchell,  Grenada’s 
Continued  on  p2,  col  2 
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Stainless  sieeL  quartz  movement, 
synthetic  sapphire  crystal, 
waar-resisiam  to  30  metres, 
folding  cbtsp. 


Times  busiest 
itotemetsite 


Rector 


Reuters  of  the  Internet  edi- 
tpm&of  The  Times  xa&Tte 
StauU&  Times  called  up  more 
than  lL^  million  pages  ini 
September,  making  the  Inter- 
ne! editions  erf  the  two  news- 
papers  the  busiest  audited 
website  is  Britain,  according 
to  top  Audit  Bureau  of  CSrcu- 
IatipEL  The  website  also  re- 
corded  v its  oraumllkmth 
reader  registration . since  its 
ismj$fc:ba  January  L 1996. 

’The'  Tmes  is  _OTdSne-  at 
’ ' btijr  / / www.  toe^imes.co.tik  - 


By  Russell  Jenkins 
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THE  Rector  erf  Berillech  last 
night  faced  bring  stripped  of 
his  holy  ordtis  after  an  eedesi- 
astical  court  in  Wales  found  he 
had  had  an  adulter^  six- 

year  affair  with  a married. 

parishioner.  ' ' : 

After  a fiyeday  hearing.'  toe 
three  judges  on  toe  Churai  in 
Wales's  Provincial  Court  de- 
clared that  the  Rev  Clifford' 
-Wjfliams,  49.  had  given  *jusi 
cause  far  scandal  or'  dffenar: 

Mr  Wflliaias,  isbor  was 
wearing  a.  dogxdlar  far  the 
first  time  in  court,  has  pledged 
to  appeal  to  toe~  European 
Court  of.Hutnan  .Rights.  The 
church,  court  had. been  peti- 
' turned  ityrtoe  "Bishop'  of  Ban- 
gor, toe -Right.  ReY  Dr  Bvry 
Morgm,  to  inquire,  whether 
Mr  waEarnr  behaved  in  such 
a ‘way  to  give  Thst  cause  for 
scandal  or  offence" ■ 

.:  MrWffliams  hadttitottwer 
four  formal  Aarges  that  her 
conducted  an  adulterous  six- 


year  affair  with  Iris  Green,  56. 
and  that  he  engaged  in  “close- 
. rriatidns  of  imprq>er  famfliar- 
itjr  with  another  married 
parishioner,  Anne  Williams. 
.The  other  charges  alleged  that 
Mr  Viliams  Hoi  to  the  bishop 
over  the  nature  of  the  photo- 
graphs’taken  of  him  with  Mrs  : 
-Green  on  the  Malvern,  Hills, 
and- that  he  disobeyed  toe 
bishop's  order  to  stop  conduct- 
ing church  services  at  St 
Andrew’s  Church,'  Benllech. 

. The -court,  which  last  sat  in 
public  in  193B,  heard  Mrs 
Green,  a music  teacher  who 
■moved  to  T\n-y-Goiigl  on 
Anglesey  in  1989,  complain 
that  the  rector  pursued  her  for 
sex  and  had  other  lovers.  She 
^termed  he  seduced  her  bnTier 
sofa^ when  she^ was  still  vulner- 
able .after  toe  death  of  her 
teenage  son  in  & motorcycle 
accident  As  the  relationship 
soured,  he  stalked  her  and 
'plagued  her  with  phone  calls. 


. “He  preys  cm  women,  par- 
ticularly women  who  are  in 
vulnerable  positions."  she 
said.  Questioned  on  where 
they  - had  sex,  she  rallied: 
“There  were  so  many;  in  his 
house,  in  his  living  room, 
bedroom,  practically  every 
room  in  my  house,  the  garden, 
in  toe  caravan,  on  toe  beach 
and  in  his  car.  Is  thar 
enough?" 

Yesterday  toe  proceedings 
were  interrupted  so  that  a 
sworn  affidavit  from  Gwen  da 
Williams,  toe  rector's  wife, 
could  be  read  out.  It  directly 
rebutted  evidence  given  under 
affirmation  by  the  rector  on 
Thursday  that  he  and  his  wife 
were  still  living  fully  as  man 
and  wife. 

It  read;  “This  is  not  true. 
Since  September  1996  T have 
sleprf  in  a separate  bedroom. 
We-  do.-TOt  have  a sexual 
relationship,  neither  do  I cook 

Gondtomed  on  page  5.  col  5 
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‘Sister  Frigidaire 
has  returned  as 
Mellow  Mother7 


Tom  Rhodes  on 
■Hilary  Clinton  at  50 
- page  9 


CORDON  BROWN  will  seek  to 
end  the  damaging  speculation 
about  the  Government’s  position  on 
membership  of  a single  European 
currency  in  a statement  to  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Monday. 

The  Treasury  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  acting  -derisively  to 
stop  speculation  by  making  a state- 
ment to  Parliament  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity-. 

Strict  secrecy  surrounds  the  con- 
tents of  the  Chancellor's  statement, 
to  be  made  on  the  day  MPx  return  to 
Westminster  after  the  summer  re- 
cess. But  Mr  Brown  will  rule  out 
entry  in  the  first  wave  in  1999.  The 
statement  is  also  expected  to  reflect 
Mr  Brown's  view,  as  signalled  in  his 
Ttmes  interview  last  week,  that 
Britain  cannot  enter  during  the 
lifetime  of  this  Parliament. 

The  Tories  claimed  that  they  had 
forced  the  Government  into  making 


The  Chancellor  will  seek  to  end  the  speculation  with  a statement  to  the  Commons, 
while  Mr  Hague’s  new  policy  is  under  fire,  write  Andrew  Pierce  and  Jill  Sherman 


a Commons  statement  but  the 
Conservatives’  own  internal  difficul- 
ties on  Europe  resurfaced  yesterday. 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  former  Chan- 
cellor. led  the  fightbadt  against  the 
Shadow  Cabinet  derision  to  harden 
its  opposition  to  a single  currency  by 
opposing  entry  in  this  Parliament 
and  the  next  Peter  Temple-Morris, 
a senior  MP,  said  he  could  not 
support  the  new  position. 

The  outline  of  Mr  Browns  state- 
ment was  discussed  by  the  Cabinet 
on  Thursday  but  the  Prime  Minister 
has  issued  an  edict  that  there  be  no 
briefing  in  advance  because  the  text 
is  so  market-sensitive.  Confirmation 
of  the  statement  came  after  the 
London  markets  had  closed  last 


night  A Treasuiy  spokesman  said: 
“No  official,  adviser  or  Minister  will 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
about  the  details  of  the  statement 
beforehand." 

Minutes  after  the  announcement 
of  the  statement  a Downing  Street 
spokesman  said  that  the  speech 
would  set  out  a pragmatic  ap- 
proach, with  the  Government  facing 
up  to  “hard  choices".  The  spokes- 
man said:  The  dithering  of  . the 
previous  Government  wifi  not  be 
repeated.” 

The  early  statement  to  Parlia- 
ment which  had  been  repeatedly 
requested  by  the  Opposition,  was 
announced  after  damaging  specula- 
tion on  the  markets  following  con- 


flicting reports  about  the  Govern- 
ment's policy. 

The  Prime  Minister,  who  is  in 
Edinburgh  for  the  Commonwealth 
summit,  is  heavily  involved  in  the 
drafting  of  the  wording,  which  has  . 
not  been  finalised.  The  outline  was 
reported  to  the  Cabinet  on- 
Thursday... 

Ministers  hope  that  that . the. 
deification  of  the  Governments 
position  wifi  stop  nerves  jangling  .in 
the  City  and  silence  Opposition 
critics  who  have  made  political 
capital  from  the  Goveramenrs 
apparent  turmoiL 

The  pressure  was  maintained  cun 
the  Government  yesterday  when  Sir 
Leon  Brittan,  the  European  Com- 


missioner, gave  warning  that  "a 
Dutch  auction”  in  Eurosceptiasm 
was  Hamagfng  Britain's  national 
interest  Sir  Lam  slid . that  the 
Government  had  undermined  its 
chances  of  taking  a leading  role  in 
Europe  through  the  leak*  .and 
confusions  over  its  attitude  tocMU. 
Thens  is  no  proper  debater”  Sir 
.Leon  said.'  - 

■ : He  also  'turned  his  .fire  jorf  the 
-Tories.  Sir  Leon  said:  “Even  die 
'most  far-sighted  politician  could  not 
possibly  rule  out  joining  something 
nf  oirh  magnitude  in  ihe  future.  **  Sir 
Lam,  who  was  speaking  at  a 
conference  in  London  on  economic 
and  monetary  union,  added:  “How 
■ can  opposition  to  the  EMU  Ibe 


frozen  in  stone  — irrespective  of 
international  markers?  If  the  Tories 
want  to  campaign  against  the  single 
currency  at  the.  next  election,  then 
they  are  practically  making  deci- 
sions until  2007  - surely  that  is 
contrary  to  rational  policy?" 

His  comments  were  echoed  by 
Mr  Clarke,  in  an  ominous  develop- 
ment for  William  Hague's  prospects 
of  Tory  unity-  Mr  Clarke,  speaking 
on  Radio  4’s  The  World  at  One, 
said  that  he  preferred  the  recently 
agreed  Tory  formula  that  Britain 
should  not  Join  EMU  "for  the 
foreseeable  future*  and  regretted 
that  the  Shadow  Cabinet  had 
changed  it  again-  “I  don't  know  why 
the  issue  was  revisited.  J.  hope  it  net 
Ju$t  to  please  , some  Eurosceptics 
who  insisted  on  differed  wording.” 


Tony’s 


commitment 
to  forgiveness 
does  not  come 
frommy 
experience 
as  a victim’ 


tennis 


Valerie  Grove  meets 
Mary  McAleese 
- page  21 


‘Charlie  Whelan, 
the  Chancellor's 
press  secretaiy, 
has  been  more 
spinned  against 
than  spinning7 


Continued  from  page  I 
Prime  Minister,  is  “a  very  fit 
man”  according  to  his  office. 
“Very  accomplished  at  cricket 
and  football,  but  maybe  not  so 
good  at  160015“  Even  the 
Indians  are  keen  to  push  their 
man.  Inder  Kumar  Gujral. 
Prime  Minister  and  5ft  8io  of 
lithe  muscle.  He  is  “extremely 
fit  for  his  age,”  a giggly  official 
said.  “But  perhaps  he  is  a little 
old  for  die  more  vigorous 
sports."  He  is  78. 

Mr  Blair  seems  to  revel  in 
putting  his  physical  prowess 
to  public  test.  At  the  Amster- 
dam summit  this  year,  when 
all  the  European  Union  heads 
of  government  were  given  a 
bicycle  to  ride,  Mr  Blair 
streaked  cifi  ahead  of  his 
fellow  ministers.  Germany’s 
Helmut  Kohl,  by  contrast 
looked  from  belly  to  machine 
and  said  “Nein”. 

However,  Mr  Blair  may  just 
find  his  opponent  Eriya 
Katagaya.  Uganda's  Prime 
Minister,  is  a demon  server 
with  searing  groundstrokes. 
He  remains  a prince  of  the 
sward  into  his  50s. 

“Just  one  thing.”  the  Ugan- 
dan High  Commission  says. 
“He  is  a different  size  to  your 
Prime  Minister."  Not  another 
tirch?  "Oh  no.  He  is  big." 
Bigger  than  big  Tony?  “Oh 


Michael  Gove  traces  .a 
Labour  disaster  • 
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yes.  Much  bigger.  He  is  a very 
big  man."  The  only  problem  is 


big  man."  The  only  problem  is 
that  he  has  left  his  shorts  and 
racquet  back  home.  Perhaps  a 
vindictive  Tory  could  oblige. 


Experts  at 
odds  over 


of  eating 
red  meat 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 


FRESH  doubts  have  been  cast 
on  government  advice  that 
paring  red  meat  can  increase 
the  risk  of  cancer.' 

The  committee  responsible 
has  yet  to  agree  on.the  final 
wording  of  its  report  even 


though  the  recommendations 
have  been  published  in  a press 


The  chief  executive  of  Cairn  Energy,  Bill  GamraeH.  front  right,  in  a rather  unkind  gesture yesterday,  prod 
an  old  school  photograph  of  himself  and  a young  Tony  Blair,  front  left,  jn  their  Fettes  College  basketball 


Willetts  rejoins 
Thatcher  era 


policy  centre 


have  been  published  in  a press 
release  from  the  Department 
of  Health  on  September  25. 

The  department  last  night 
denied  that  any  changes  were 
planned  in  the  wording  of  the 
key  advice  on  red  meat,  but 
there  are  known  to  be  dis- 
agreements within  the  Com- 
mittee an  the  Medical  Aspects 
of  food  polity-.  (CQMA1  over 
how  strong  it  should  be. 

' The.  originaT  version,  writ- 
ten by  a panel  headed  by 
Professor  Alan  Jackson  of 
Southampton  University,  fa-, 
voured  warning  only  those 
who  eat  140  grams  or  more  of 
meat  a day.  This  advice  was 
incorporated  into  the  report 
arid  sent  to  the  printer.  But  at 
the  last  moment  two  members 
of  the  full  committee  demand- 
ed stranger  language. 

_ .One  of  them  was  ftofessor 
Philip  Janus,  director  of  the 
Rowett  Research  Institute  in 
Aberdeen,  the  nutrition  expert 
responsible  for  producing  a 
report  at  Tony  Blairs  request 
on  how  the  new  Food- Stan- 
dards Agency  should  be 
organised.  After  Professor 
James  objected,  copies  of  the 
report  were  scrapped  and  a 
new  version  prepared  incorpo- 
rating. stronger  advice.  This  . 


said  that  anybody  eating  the 
current  average,  intake  of  red 


By  Nichoms  Wood 
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DAVID  Willetts,  one  of  the 
Conservatives’  foremost  polit- 
ical thinkers,  is  to  rejoin  the 
think-tank  that  helped  to  re- 
vive Tory  fortunes  in  the  1970s. 

The  Havant  MP,  who  was 
forced  to  resign  as  a minister 
last  year  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  cash-for-questkms  scan- 
dal, is  going  back  to  the  Centre 
for  Policy  Studies. 

He  will  become  deputy 
chairman  of  the  centre,  which 
was  set  up  by  Margaret 
Thatcher  ana  Sir  Keith  Joseph 
in  1974  and  blazed  a trail  for 
the  radical  free-market  eco- 
nomics of  the  1980s. 

The  comeback  of  Mr 
Willetts,  41,  will  intensify  the 
rivalry  among  think-tanks.  Al- 
though the  left-leaning  Demos 
and  the  Institute  for  Public 
Policy  Research  are  dose  to 
Tony  Blair,  die  centre  and  its 
right-wing  rivals,  such  as  the 
Adam  Smith  Institute,  can  still 
compete  in  the  battle  for  the 
ear  of  opinion-formers. 

Mr  Willetts  said  his  task 
was  to  give  the  the  centre 
strategic  direction  and  put  it 
back  at  the  forefront  of  Con- 


servative thought  “Thatcher 


and  Joseph  were  the  giants.- 
Cirraim  stances  are  different 


Circumstances  are  different 
In  the  1970s,  Conservative 
principles  had  been  lost  right 
of.  T don’t  think  that’s  the 
problem  now. 

“But  one  of  the  things  wrong 
in  government  was  a failure  to 
talk  about  Conservatism  in  an 
attractive  and  confident  way. 
One  way  we  should  be  able  to 
help  is  by  correcting  some  of 
the  absurd  caricatures  of  what 
Conservatives  believe  and 
contributing  to  a lively  and 
attractive  debate  about  the 
future  of  Conservatism." 

Mr  Willetts,  a Tray  spokes- 
man on  employment,  will 
continue  to  deputise  for  Peter 
Ulfey.  who  is  spearheading 
William  Hague’s  long-term 
review  of  Conservative  policy. 

At  the  think  tank,  which  has 
lost  some  of  its  lustre  in  recent 
years.  Tessa  Keswick  will 
remain  as  director  and  Lord 
Griffiths  of  Ffcrrestfach  as 
chairman.  But  Mr  Willetts, 
director  of  the  centre  from  198? 
to  1992,  is.  expected  to  become 
its  main  driving  force. : 


current  average,  intake  of  red 
meat  or  above  |90  grams  a 
day)  “should-  consider  a 
reduction"  • 

The  revised  version  was 
discussed  at  a COMA  meeting 
on  October  21.  Professor  Jack- 
son.  with  the  backing  of  his 
panel,  is  understood  to  have 
expressed  reservations  about 
tiie  new  wording.  - . . 

He  indicated  chat  the  advice 
his  panel  had  originally  draft- 
ed was  as  much  as  the 
scientific  evidence  justified.  - 
The  result  is  a stalemate,  with 
no  date  for  the  final  publica- 
tion of  the  report  and  no 
clarity  over  what  government, 
advice  on  meat  really  is. 

A Health  Department 
spokeswoman  said  yesterday: 
“COMA  want  to  make  sure 
that  the  wording  of  their 
recommendation  cannot  be 
misunderstood  by  anyone,  is 
scientifically  accurate,  and  is 
useful  to  health  professionals 
and  consumers." 

The  latest  muddle  will  infu- 
riate-ministers  who  had  al- 
ready been  embarrassed  by 
the  need  to  halt  printing  of  the 
first  version.  But  it  reflects 
intense  battles  going  an  within 
Whitehall  over  food  policy. 


Guidelines  will  ensure 
foetuses  feel  no  pain 


By  Ian  Murray,  medical  correspondent 


For  information  on  BTs  call  prices  and  discounts  call  24  hour  Freefone  0800  003  800. 


The  cost  of  calling  keeps  on  falling 


Direct  dialled  calls  only.  Different  rates  apply  to  BT  public  payphone  and  BT  Chargecard  calls  and  calls  to  mobiles. 

5p  minimum  charge  applies. 


FOETUSES  older  than  24 
u-eeks  should  be  sedated  or 
aneasthetised  during  opera- 
tions to  save  them  or  abort 
them,  according  to  new  guide- 
lines drawn  up  to  ensure  they 
experience  no  pain. 

A working  party  composed 
of  medical  experts,  as  well  as  a 
theologian  and  a lawyer,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  a foetus 
cannot  fed  pain  until  it  is  26 
weeks  tad.  This  is  when  the 
nerve  connections  are  estab- 
lished between  the  cortex  and 
the  thalamus  in  the  brain,  the 
two  parts  that  confer  aware- 
ness. Erring  on  the  safe  side, 
the  working  party  recom- 
mended that  at  24  weeks  a 


doctor  should  consider  taking 
the  necessary  precautions. 

In  practice,  a doctor  carry- 
ing out  an  abortion  stops  the 
heart  of  almost  all  foetuses 
older  than  20  weeks.  This  is 
done  by  injection  into  the 
heart  with  a flexible  needle. 

Because  abortions  are  not 
legal  after  the  24th  week,  they 
are  anty  performed  when  the 
doctors  dedde  there  is  a 
certainty  the  child  would  be 
bom  too  handicapped  to  be 
viable.  An  ejdremely  rare  pro- 
cedure, it  was  carried  out  in  62 
of  160,000  abortions  last  year. 

Dame  Anne  McLaren,  who 
chaired  the  working  party  for 
the  Royal  College  of  Obstetri- 


cians and  Gynaecologists, 
said:  “Sometimes  a mother 
asks  that  the  foetus  is  deliv- 
ered live  to  her  so  that  she  can 
hold  it  In  those  dreumstanoes- 
• tiie  doctor  gives  an  analgesic 
to  the  mother  which  then  .gets 
through  to  the  foetus  before 
tiie  abortion.  The  child  only 
lives  very  briefly  afterwards." 

The  British  Medical  Associ- 
ation welcomed-the  guidelines 
and  said  that  even  if  there  was 
no  incontrovertible  evidence 
that  foetuses  feel  pain.  the  use 
of  painkillers  when  carrying 
. our  procedures  “znay  help  to 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  the 
parents  and  health  profes- 
sionals". • - ...  . . ' 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Body  is 
found 


in  hunt 


for  boy 


Detectives  investigating 
the  disappearance  of 
Jamie  Laws,  eight,  said 
they  had  unearthed  the 
remains  of  a child  in 
woodland  next  to  Reddish 
Vale  Golf  Conrse  at  Stock- 
port  Manchester,  The 
boy  disappeared  on  May 
5.  Dairen  Vickers,  27,  a 
bus  driver,  has  been 
charged  with  die  boy's 
abduction. 


Dome  answers 


Peter  Mandeison  is  to  be 
questioned  once  a month 
in  the  Commons  about 
the  Governments  plans  to 
mark  the  Millennium. 
The  Minister  without 
Portfolio,  who  will  an- 
swer questions  on  the 
project  for  five  minutes 
each  month,  makes  his 
first  appearance  on  Nov- 
ember 10. 


Snap  happy 


Ekypn  baby  West  African 
crocodiles,  thought  to  be 
tiie  biggest  dutch  hatched 
in  captivity,  have  made 
their,  public  debut.  The 
. crocodiles,  friddi  mea- 
sured 10cm  when  they 
were  born  within  an  hour 
of  each  other,  went  on 
show  at  Bristol  Zoo  aged 
ten  weeks.  They  feed  on 
crickets,  fish  and  mice. 


Shout  verdict 


A teacher  who  shouted  at 
ltis  wife  so  loudly  that  she 
suffered  permanent  hear- 
mg  damage  was  convicted 
at  Exeter  Crown  Court  of 
causing  actual  bodily 
harm.  Peter  Pryor.  58, 
'from  Barnstaple,  Devon, 
had  wanted  her  to  know 
how  his  tinnitus  affected 
him.  Sentencing  was  ad- 
journed for  reports. 


School  inquest 


A pupil  who  died  when  he 
crashed  his  car  into  the 
gales  of  Malvern  College 
during  a police  chase  was 
over  the  legal  drink-drive 
limit,  an  inquest  was  told. 
Julian  EhveQ,  J7,  had  a 
reading  of  104mg  alcohol 
ha  100ml  of  blood.  The 
legal  limit  is  80mg.  The 
hearing  at  Worcester  was 
adjourned. 


lightbulb  fault 


The  Co-op  has  issued  an 
urgent  recall  of  allits  40, 
60  and  100-walt  tightbnlbs 
bought  from  the  store 
since  July.  A snail  num- 
ber of  bulbs  could  be 
affected  fay  a fault  that 
might  cause  improperly 
earthed  metal  fittings  to 
become  live.  The  store  is 
offering  to  refund  or  re- 
place any  suspect  bulbs. 


Theatre  doses 


The  Arts  Theatre,  Cam- 
bridge, home  of  the  stu- 
dent Footlights  Review,  is 
to  dose  .for  four  months 
next  summer  because  of  a 
cash  crisis,  it  was  an- 
nounced. It  has  debts  of 
£1.5  million  only  ll 
months  after  it  reopened 
following  refurbishment 
paid  for  with  a £6  million 
■ National  Lottery  gram. 


Rotten  luck 


The  fust  pineapples  in  150 
years  to  be  ripened  by 
rotting  horse  manure 
were  picked  yesterday. 
Experts  at  the  Lost  -Gar- 
dens of  Heligan  had  to 
rediscover  the  lost  art  of 
building,  a manure  “hot . 
bed”.  Richard  Dee;  lwa^ 
gardener,  said:  "It  is  a bit 
sharper  than  a supermar- 
ket one" 
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Brown  to  give  EMU  line  on  Monday  t K 

ORDON  BROWN  will  seek  to  The  Chancellor  will  seek  to  end  the  speculation  with  a statement  to  the  Commons,  ;jl!{v  * 
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back,  after  a fashion 


Labour  women  have  been  mocked  as  “mutton  dressed  as  glam”.  Andrew  Pierce  reports 


TORY  women  MPS  struck  bade  in  the 
political;  fashion  wars  yesterday,  by 
criti^ng  ^the  rapidly  - shortening 

the  new  iniai!e  of  sister  I^urTWU?! 
The  Toiydjarge  has  been  led  by  Ann 
Widdecombe,  the  formidable  former 
Prisons  Minister.  • 

Just  a week  after  the  Conservatives 
were  being  mocked  for  their  dothes 
sense  at  their  "bending  weekend’?  in 
Eastbourne.  Miss  Widdecombe,  a 
staunch  tfaditionaliitwilh  a penchant 
far  check  jackets,  said:  “I  have:never. 
believed  that  appearance  matters  too 
much.  But  the  new  Labour  people  are 
obsessed  with  it  They  come  to  the 
House  of  Commons  dolled  up  to  the 
nines  in  inappropri  ate  short  skirts. 

“Souk  of  them  wear  so  much  make-.-' 
up  they  look  Jibe  over-zealous  assis- 
tants at  a department  stbre  cosmetics’ . 
counter.  They  dp  notlook  like  they  are; : 
at  Westminster  for  serious  hard  work, 
at  all.  They  are  dressed  moreior  the 
catwalk  than'  the  Palace  of  West-  - 
minster.” 

The  number  of  Labour  women  MPs 
has  risen,  to  101  r-‘  compared  with  the  ; 
Tories  13  — after  positive  discrimina-  -r- 
non  in  the  choice  of  election  candi- 
dates. Miss  Widdecombe  was 
speaking  in  response  to  Tory  party 
plans  to  introduce  its  own  positive  . 
discrimination  for  die  first  time  to 
encourage  more  Tory  women  MPs. 

Hie  proposals  include  compelling 
Conservative  associations  to  ensure  25 
per  cent  of  die  candidates  called  for 
interview  are  women,  but  she  said:  “I 
deprecate  any  form  of  positive  dds- 
crimination.  Jf  women  get  to  Parti*  ' 
ment  not  by  beating  all  the  opposition, 
as  her  male  colleagues  have  done,  but 
by  having  a place  reserved  for  them, 
there  is  a danger  that  they  will  be ; 
perceived  as  second-class  citizens. . 

“Unfortunately,  the  behaviour  of 
some  of  the  Labour  women  has  added 
credence  to  dds:  The  new  intake  of 
women  is  frightful-”  . 

Last  month,  it  .emerged  that  a 
number  of  the  new  women  had 
complained  to  die  Whips  about  the 
brusque  style  of  Betty  Boothroyd,  the 
Speaker,  who  is. renowned  for,  her 
immaculate  but  conservative  dress 
sense.  Miss  Widdecombe  was  con- 
temptuous. “Absolutely  typical.  Betty 
Boothroyd  is  tough  but  fair  on 
everyone.  Th«e  women  cannot  take  it 
because  they  have  not  come  through 
the  horrors  of  the  system  like  we  have.  • 
They  were  givm' apnm^strings  fo‘ 
hang  on- to  because^  Labour's 


Tcm,  from  leftr  Foiled  and  Smith,  who  said:  “Judge  ns  on  what  we  say; 
below,  Brinton.  and  Mclssac,  who  said:  “We  tiy  to  look  professional” 


positive  discrimination.  The  dear  little 
souls  are  not  up  to  it” 

Miss  Widdecombe  'shops  in  Mrs 
Mop  m her  Maidstone  constituency 
and  at  the  Army  & Navy  in  London, 
and  wears  light  unobtrusive  make-up. 
She  admits  that  her  lipstick  has  faded 
by  the  middle  of  the;  afternoon  and 
always  forgets’  to  replace  it  When 
tfemen  were  scarcer  at  Westminster, 


power-dressing  was  .taken  to  its 
extreme  with  exaggerated  shoulder 


-sat 


.J*  ' 


leavily  lacquered  Thatcher  hairstyles. 
Baroness  Thatcher  immortalised  the 
don’t-show-your-knees  skirl  But  pow- 
er suits  are  now  being  overtaken  by 
psych edlic  pink  T-shirts  and  high- 
heeled  shoes  by  sane  at  the  cutting 
edge'  of  fashion.  Tory  MPs  have 


dubbed  same  of  the  older  Labour 
women  “mutton  dressed  as  glam”, 
and  one  Tory  woman  said:  “The 
trouble  is  with  some  of  the  new  girls 
they  seem  more  interested  in  the 
labels  and  looking  good  on  television 
than  they  do  on  the  legislation.  They 
spend  ages  in  front  of  the  mirror.” 

But  the  Labour  women  were  unre- 
pentant. Angela  Smith,  the  new 
Labour  MP  for  Basildon  and  East 
Thurrock,  laughed  out  loud  when  told 
of  Miss  Widdecombe’S  comments, 
and  said:  "Ann  Widdecombe  has 
fallen  into  the  classic  trap  of  criridsing 
women  because  of  their  appearance 
rather  than  on  what  they  say.  I don't 
know  what  the  wrong  skirt  is  or  the 
wrong  pair  of  shoes. 

"She  is  a sQIy  woman.  1 personally 
am  not  a miniskirt  person.  But  L am 
surprised  that  she  of  all  people  says 
there  things.  I fed  sorry  for  her 
because  she  has  had  to  endure  some 
very  hurtful  things  about  her  own 
appearance." 

Helen  Brinton,  the  MP  for  Peter- 
borough who  has  found  herself  the 
regular  hurt  of  sexual  gibes  from  Tory 
males,  said:  “We  can  mix  it  and  match 
it  just  as  well  as  Ann  Widdecombe. 
We  dont  need  lectures  on  our  clothes 
sense  from  her.  as  if  what  we  wear 
matters  anyway.  Ann  Widdecombe  is 
proof  of  the  pudding.  We  are  judged 
on  our  actions.  I would  not  dream  of 
commenting  on  her  dress  sense.  I 
shouldn't  think  anyone  would.” 

The  most  popular  new  Labour  look 
was  pioneered  by  Barbara  FoIIet,  now 
MP  for  Stevenage,  who  once  colour- 
coded  Labour  frontbenchers  such  as 
Margaret  Beckett,  and  wears  match- 
ing two-piece  suits  in  brights  reds, 
greens  and  yellows,  with  accessories 
to  match.  Many  favour  comfortable 
trouser  suits. 

Shana  Mclsaac,  37,  the  MP  for 
Cleethorpes,  summed  up  the  new 
image  on  her  first  day  in  the 
Commons,  with  a camel  trouser-suit 
leopard  skin  polo-neck,  and  dark 
brown  brogues  with  fake  snakes  kin 
accessories.  She  said:  “Some  of  the 
younger  women,  because  of  their  age, 
naturally  wear  clothes  which  are 
perceived  to  be  more  fashionable.  But 
all  of  us  try  to  look  professional." 

Miss  Widdecombe,  who  has  been 
dubbed  Doris  Karloff  by  her  political 
enemies,  said  that  she  took  comments 
about  her  appearance  in  her  stride:  “I 
can  take  it  They  cant  That  is  the 
difference.  Westminster  is  a serious 
place,  not  a fashion  show.” 


Ann  Widdecombe:  “X  have  never  believed  that  appearance  matters  too  much' 
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Critics  look  back  in  anger  on 

’ latest  outburst 
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By  Damian  Whitworth 


IF  they  had  been  seating- to 
provoke  a reaction  they  suer' 
ceeded.  Noel  and  Liam 
Gallagher  served  up  some  okl- 
fashioned  rock  star  loutish-' 
ness  and  there  were  calls  for" 
heads  to  roll  yesterday. 

The  BBC  offered  apologies 
and  promised  investigations. 
Dawning  Street  made  a state- 
ment; MBs- howled  with  out- 
rage and  one  of  the  brothers 
chased  after  reporters  while 
Tony  Blackburn  offered . to 
fight  them  in  the  street.  ; 

Trouble;  started,  as  often 
seems  to  be - the  way,  when 
Liam  Gallagher  opened  -his 
mouth.  He  was  live  on  air  and 
the  words  tharissuedfortiu  on. 
the  subject- erf  George  Han* 
son  and  Mick  Jasjer,  were 
unfit  for  8pm.  He  became  so 
heated  during  the  interview  on. 
Radio  1*8  Ewming  Session  on 
Thursday  that  -he  stormed  out 
of  the  stodittHfa  brother  Noel  - 
added  to  the  controversy  by 
advocating  the  legalisation  of 
cannabis.  . 

The  BBC  apologised  and 
said  that  it  had  launched  an 


Ham.  haft,  and  Nod  Gallagherrturned  airwaves  blue 


investigation. " Andy  Farfitt 
Radio  L*s  deputy  controller, 
was  meeting  Steve  Lamacq.  ' 
the  presenter  of  the  show,  ana 
his  producer  about  what  hap- 
pened. • 

A spokesman  for  Radio  I 
said  that  only  Noel  had  been . 
expected  for  the  interview,  but 
he  had  turned  up  with  Dam  in 
tow.  “Steve  Lamacq  and  his. 
producer  made  every  effort 
behind  the  scenes  to  stop  them 
from  swearing:  I think  he  did' 
everything  he  could  to  try  to 
cahn  things  down,  and  eveh- 


' tually  Liam  decided  to  leave 
ihestudia" 

■Roger  Gale,  chairman  trfthe 
Conservative  backbench 
Media  Committee,  and  a for- 
mer Radio  1 producer,  said  the 
corporation  had  acted  irre- 
sponsibly. “When  a person 
has  a reputation  for  behaving 
in  ...  an  immature  fashion, 
you  don't  bother  to  give  them 
airtime.  It’s  not  the  BBC’s  or 
radio's  job  to  give  public 
airtime  to  foul-mouthed  self- 
publicists.” 

Brian  Iddpn,  Labour  MP  for 


Bolton  South  East,  the  constit- 
uency in  which  five-year-old 
Dillon  Hull  was  shot  dead  in  a 
drugs  feud,  told  the  BBC5 
World  at  One  that  he  wished 
Nod  Gallagher  had  not  been 
invited  to  Downing  Street  by 
Tony  Blair. 

Downing  Street  issued  a 
statemem  to  the  programme: 
“The  Government  is  notin  the 
business  of  legitimising  drugs. 
There  is  no  association  with 
Noel  Gallagher’s  remarks." 

Journalists  who  approached 
Liam  yesterday  did  so  al  their 
periL  The  Press  Association 
reported  an  encounter  be- 
tween reporters  and  the  singer 
outside  his  bouse.  Met  with  a 
string  of  obscenities  and  in- 
fanned  where  he  planned  to 
put  their  cameras,  they  were 
chased  down  the  street 

Tony  Blackburn,  the  disc 
jockey,  said:  “Let’s  face  it  — 
they  are  a cheap  copy  band  of 
foe  Beatles  and  so  juvenile. 
And  all  this  business  about 
'offering  people  out*  — well, 
I'm  outside  foe  Capital  Radio 
studios  just  after  10am  every 
weekday  if  they  want  to  show 
how  tough  they  are." 


room 


Robin.  Young  sees  the  end  of  an 


era  for  the  British.  Museum’s  haven 
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THE  140-year  history  of  the 
Round  Reading  Room  at  the 
British  .Museum  is  ending 
not  with  a bang, -nor  even  a 
whisper.  As  -baits  a space, 
devoted  to  tire  pursuit  of 
silent  study;  die  room-  is 
reaching  tire  -end  of  an  era 


Tire  reading  room  doses 
today;  bnt  few  readers  are 
expected  to  be  there  for  the 
final  hours.  Even  yesterday, 
fewer  than  a third  of  tire  375 
readers’  seals  were  occupied. 

TMmgS  were  verydifferent 
when  me  room  first  opened 
to  the  pnWk  in  1857.  Then. 
Antonio- Rammi,  its  creator- 
and  ffre  British  Museum's 
tamper.  of  prated  bodes;  re- 
corded that  more  than 
162,600  vfsftora  ram>  to  see  it 
in  the firatweek--  ? 

Noar.  tire  British  Ubimy 


staff,  despite  its.preoccdpft- 
tionwithremovmgUnuIEon 
books  and  myriad  othcr  coF 
. lections  to  tire-new  premises 
at  St  Pancras.  Is.tpriefly 
admitting  small  parties  for  a 
parting  glimpse  of  tire  room. 

. In  foe  new  dispensation  at 
tire  British  Museum  .tire 
room,  is  destined  to  become 
an  information  centre  boos* 
tog  fire  miacnm’S  own  Paid 
Haudyn  Bhraiy  of  25,000 
volumes.  In  Rs  new  role  the 
area  will  be  open  for  the  use 
of  all  file  museum’s  vistors. 

There  is  a great  deal  of 
sadness.*’.,  said  Michael 
. Cramp,  foe  British  library's 
director  of  reader  services 
and  collections  development. 
“But  we  have  given  our  rant 
as  good  notice.  As  for  as  fire 
move,  goes.-  wr  are.  doing, 
brilliantly.  We  are  even  two 


“Hecouldntptititdciwn" 


weeks  ahead  of  schedule." 
That  is  small  compensation 
for  those  few  who  find  that 
fire  reading  room  is  now 
dosed  and  that  its  St  Pancras 
replacement  does  not  open 


until  November  24.  Raoul 
Jimenez,  from  Caracas,  said: 
T have  come  all  the  way  from 
Venezuela.  I wanted  to  re- 
search the  British  rule  in 
Venezuelan  history.  For  me  if 
is  a disaster.” 

The  move  is  also  regarded 
with  some  concern  by  the 
coffee  bars,  restaurants  and 
bookshops  surrounding  fire 
British  Museum.  “We  had 
the  most  learned  dining  ta- 
bles in  London,"  said  a 
manager  at  tire  Coptic  Street 
branch  of  Pizza  Express. 
“Our  angles  tables  were  reg- 
ularly occupied  by  great 
scholars  from  all  over  the 
worid  and  now  we  will  not  be 
seeing  them  again." 

Famous  reading  room  us- 
ers of  foe  past  indude  Karl 
Mara,  Gandhi,  Lenin,  Thom- 
as Hardy,  Rudyard 
and  George  Bernard  Si 


Leading  article.  page  23 
New  library. 
Magazine,  page  42 
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om  Sam  to  10pm 


Virgin  Direct  Personal  Financial  Service  Ltd  Is  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority.  The  price  of  unto  and  any  income  from 
them  can  go  down  as  well « up  and  you  may  not  get  back  all  the  money  you  invest.  The  basis  of  tax  may  change  and  the  value  of  the 
tax  benefit  depends  on  how  much  tax  you  pay.  The  July  1907  Budget  confirmed  that  the  tax  free  status  of  PEPs  will  continue  until  6 April 
1999  after  which  it  will  be  subject  to  statutory  change.  For  your  security  all  calls  to  Virgin  Direct  are  recorded  and  randomly  monitored 
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Teen  mag 
enables 
girls  to 


Venables  lied  in 


TOMYHWSBS 


fight  on 


court,  judge  says 


By  Damian  Whitworth 


By  A Staff  Reporter 


THE  first  authorised 
boxing  match  between 
two  girls  has  been 
sponsored  by  a magazine 
for  teenage  girls. 

B/tarwulpaya 
Carmartbensbire  boxing 
club  £300  towards  the 
event  next  week. 

Kerry  Parnell,  the 
Editor,  said:  “If  there's  a 

meaning  to  girl 
power,  otis  is  it  It  is  not 
jost  a nonsense 
publicity  stunt  by  girls 
wesumgbardiyany 
clothes.” 

Marie  Leefe  and 
Marie  Davies  from  St 
Clears,  Carmarthen- 
shire, are  billed  to  fight 
two  girls  from 
Cornwall  and  Cardigan, 
but  if  either  opponent 
drops  out  they  are 
determined  to  fight 
each  other. 

Earlier  this  month 
two  13-year-olds  were  due 
to  fight  but  one 
pulled  out  at  the  last 
minute  because  of 
controversy. 


A JUDGE  yesterday  accused 
Terry  Venables  of  lying  on 
oath  as  he  jailed  the  former 
England  football  coach's  clos- 
est friend  and  righthand  man. 
Eddie  Ashby  was  found  guilty 
of  managing  Tottenham  Hot- 
spur and  Mr  Venables’s 
drinking  club  in  the  West  End 
of  London  while  an  undis- 
charged bankrupt. 

Judge  Timothy  Pontius  said 
that  at  best  Mr  Venables’s 
evidence  was  “fanciful",  but  he 
believed  the  former  England 
boss  had  intended  “deliberate- 
ly and  dishonestly”  to  mislead 
the  jury  at  friightshridge 
Crown  Court. 

Last  night  Mr  Venables  said 
he  was  appalled  at  the  judge's 
remarks.  “JBor  the  judge  to 
condemn  me  in  the  way  he  has 
leaves  me  feeling  very  bitter 
towards  a system  which  app- 
ears to  have  convicted  me  in  a 
case  in  which  I was  not  on 
trial.  I cannot  establish  what 
in  my  evidence,  the  judge  took 
to  be  dishonest  and  do  not 
believe  he  can  have  considered 
the  effect  his  unfounded  com- 
ments will  have  on  me." 

Mr  Venables  had  stood  in 


the  witness  box  for  two  days, 
detailing  his  relationship  with 
Ashby,  53,  who  in  recent 
months  had  followed  him  to 
Portsmouth  FC,  which 
Venables  bought  for  £1.  He 
said:  “Eddie  has  never  let  me 
down  and  that  is  why  he  is 
with  me  today." 

Ashby  was  declared  bank- 
rupt in  June  1991  and 
described  his  job  at  the  North 
London  dub  as  no  more  than 
“a  glorified  secretary".  In  fact 
he  was  paid  up  to  £96,000. 
which  he  did  not  declare  to  his 
creditors.  Neither  did  he  de- 
dare  die  money  he  received 
■from  working  at  Scribes  West 
night  dub. 

Mr  Venables  said  that  he 
did  nor  know  that  Ashby  was  a 
bankrupt  when  he  asked  him 
to  work  at  Spurs  and  at  his 
Kensington  dub.  He  said  it 
was  “absolute  nonsense"  and 
“very  annoying”  to  suggest . 
Ashby  had  any  management 
role  while  Venables  was  the 
chief  executive  at  White  Hart 
Lane.  “He  did  not  make 
decisions,  he  did  what  I told 
him." 

Ashby  already  had  43  failed 


Ashby:  sent  to  jail 
for  four  months 


companies  behind  him  when 
he  began  chairing  manage- 
ment meetings  at  Spurs  and 
signing  letters  as  “general 
manager".  The  court  was  told 
that  he  hired  and  fired  staff 
and  authorised  salary  rises. 

Ashby  grimaced  yesterday 
as  the  judge  jailed  him  for  four 
months,  saying:  “I  take  the 
view  that  little  more  than  a 
salutory  clanging  of  the  prison 
doors  is  necessary."  Judge 
Pontius  said  that  he  had 


reduced  the  original  sentence 
he  had  had  in  mmd  “as  an  act 
of  mercy,  to  enable  you  to  be 
releated  to  your  family  in  time 
for  Christmas".  . 

Ashby  was  disqualified 
from  being  a company  direc- 
tor for  seven  years.  This  will 
run  alongside  the  nine-year 
ban  imposed  13  months  ago  by 
the  High  Court 

The  judge  told  him:  “It  is  a 
regrettable  and  sad  aspect  of 
this  case  that  you;  a person  of 
impeccable  character  hitherto, 
chose  blatantly  to  give  per- 
jured evidence  before  the  jury 
and,  more  seriously,  to  call  as 
a witness  on  your  behalf  your 
boss.  Terry  Venables,  to  give 
evidence  which  the  jury  plain- 
ly found  to  be  at  best  fanciful 
and  at  worst  intended  by  you 
both  to  deliberately  and  dis- 
honestly mislead  them  as  to 
the  true  position.  I have  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  myself 
in preferringthe  second  view." 

Court  officials  said  last 
night  that  no  action  was 
contemplated  against  Mr 
Venables.  The  judge's  clerk 
said  if  he  had  planned  such  a 
move,  he  would  have  an- 
nounced it  in  open  court 

Ashby  is  to  appeal 


#v  , 
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Terry  Venables  outside  the  court.  He  said  he  was  appalled  at  the  judge's  remarks 


bm«kca  coum  noma  hove  ouu  am  nswta  both  m»suokbb.  a «wws  rae-t  pmd  mte  mmnaEoetwm  UBH>TOArepniisn'SH^fflHU5i^<mwwrrfiiniMwicHtt£PiBtta;iamii«7>iyin^ 

OO  «.  TOW.  MOUNT  KtttfU  nU.Hl.  IKUKS  OTnEtWCOrS  CHARGES  ni7.SH  WTWSE  HSOUASE  Ftt  ML  SURGE  FOB  DESOCM  OF  TTTUra»mAfiR»«B®n,raOFIMA»BiTW  KTBSCTCf  A5SW«*CWfl1£TimOR  1UW.  WPWrtSWFUtERRy 

SHMNIS'TrnCALfVAI^WMffWXIWSYEM&tijMHPBiSNniffreBSTO'TlCUWfUAraHXNTMEQFTICPURCHMEPBCEOliW^^  ALLFDBIMrESDB’OOBlITNEUWlASAPQSwnKE 

Of  THE  FlKJUSrHBtt  OR  MUKTW  WWMEMB 15  LOWER  M>1M  nJH>8*rEP0WL  ClBSCOTWOyMlWUBUERffE  MU.  AJWAn«TWMMrci«lto**WIIIG£lBrri«mBEIWI»UaCOTTOHISTTOHAim»MTWGE !»!««« 

ff  THE  MOWBW  KIOTO  WTMlWBHIffl  TOM  MIWMTWHMUCT  BEFORE  3LOUDOS.  MAT  BHMGITS  Ml  BE  ACCEPTED  SUBJECT  ID  HinSIfr  OF  A MUPOBtlOH  OF  TIC  REMTNBfT  FEE  - SEENMUKMLDRVZRRKTM&  tlaHKESOCK  I WllKTOtlPlO  AMAXMHOFM&  COMyMNLNUFMHOirnMEAnjCAnWS 
REEOVEODHQG  BEKPS  2l  129/.  FDR  SC0TUUC  Ttt  COST  Of  ARS£3DO!£I»UI<nOII  (USS  £25  WWBSTRSHIWFEQWIX®  KOTHJIOWISCtFr  Of  COWTETEDIMRTBAGlWPUMIiail  FOaie-mS  IBJ5CA»fi«*SW*r  PH3(FOH5SPSWKSIOfMl_Mt?CS  COSTING  M0fi£  THAN  ElSaG11CUOT«>CTX  AfflTlWtSJT  WSUtoKCE) 

F0fiE«3TFeiWJ^l*ajST0»^»KIUW:TH£ia  W0Kl^«TOCAIX*m^AH*^BS^T1*Naini^AmjW™«»mK*M£A*PKKH^ 

eowuena  mthany  ana  mwoms  cm*  n oats  wr  *w  if  somo*  ose  cm  exanie  your  ewuwbo  is  iwm  the  costofyo*  MovtttrwKW«aMRQRiraRsres&jTOitT*MAsii*cAs®tt«ttAA«Bi»(Lno<i«K»u3£ttTO 

YOU  WVt  PAID  WOffORDS"  WAR3-S  BJWEXXJ  HOVE.  RJLL  TtWS  AW  COWmONS  ML  BECOTTMIHJ  WITHil  TtC  PICXHSSJS  QUffWTlOH  T>€  PBXFQ90S  fWfESSOIMl.  I®A  S8MCE  K PfiWOfD  BY  POtHHUS  UWTIDi  rt*UfiU  lie  ACTS  BUY  AS  AH  tfTRMXK^  AUPHXXKTrS  AW  OTHfROftESSMI  SUBLET  TO  WLAWLCTY  *0  HfX 
& wntCRMW  WTWVT  N0T1CL  HWMUW  LOW  S5K  Of  ThEPUROVCt  PSKt  ORWUJATKH  IMCHEYH  5 LJJWB!  0WJ  R»SECOWlt1CieLflWISAiS3EmClilXrEIWRTSME5X  LOWER  LUTTSAffU  WHEKTWPWCHASEI’Wtt  WWUWH0R  EHXED  OXUHX  MXXTONAL  K0HTGA8E  SKLBTY  B retJUBED  IF  TW  LOW  EH5HJS  0UH  BASIC 
LEJONG  LUST  Of  7SK  OF  Tit  W1BCHASL  PRICE  OR  KALUATlOfi.  WflOt¥£K  H LDWBL  TOR  WHICH  * ft!  WILL  BE  OW&Stt  HOT  WAJUBLETO  UKOKTGAGf  CUSTOMERS  Oil  EXGTH8  CUSTDWSK  WEMNQ  TO  0MBOT1ATI  rate  UWCS  WIST  B£  SCtfB)  BY  * MCTTTKAtfiE.  ARE  51©J£CT  TO  SArKFRCTOBV  APPRAISAL  Qp  STOIC  AK3  FYtMKIAl  STWOfC 
MO  ARE  OVMIABIETOKBOKAGED  II OHMS.  RKWTltt  WHOrTSHUSTBE  PTOWH/UJMlWWrrPlAIICRHWIAII  EXIBmB*BITACeM(rBriHKri»n'.»lffHO«iniUISEB*EDWAHAmjeAlirsEXISlMraKRTYiaOTI«MALiy0EI»^ 

OH  MJUBT  flffll  WOR  [|»U.  Offtt  OR  WUWBfc.  TB*7Y«l«l  KAUfiUC  HUT  KWSfflE  HMK. 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 

HALIFAX  pk  REPRESENTS  ONLY  THE  HALMX  FINANCIAL  SERVICES  MARKETING  GROUP  (WHICH  IS  REGULATED  BY  THE  PERSONAL  INVESTMENT  AUTHORITY)  FOR  LIFE  ASSURANCE,  PENSIONS  AND  UNIT  TRUSTS. 


IS 


blown  up  oy  idivon 
war  souvenir  * Itupwi 


By  Tim  Jones 


< ' S 

{/»*'■•  y'-: 
vlv  * t ; 

n-;.t 

iii 

t. 

a? 

: V.-. 

■ '<■  ■ 4 kh *»■* ; '••Tff  • «r *v  ■**'- Sr*  r.  ••  •' . -r  1 • 

; k •••••  V ^ V?v  avv/  ;V  V» 

^ 4’-  / ’ 1 " 


-mm 


Mt 


ft 

- <afB 

> .‘V 

H -/• . vpi 

v 

W^:m/ 
r. . :.w;y 

■■  ~-T-:rrr 


AN  EXPERT  on  warfare  and 
counter-terrorism  has  been 
killed  by  a battlefield  souvenir 
that  exploded  at  his  home. 

John  Pimlott,  49,  the  head  of 
War  Studies  at  the  Royal 
Military1  Academy,  Sand- 
hurst Was  discovered  by  his 
wife  yesterday  rabnung  tying 
dead  In  . the  sitting  rqpm  of 
their  bungalow  h^C^fin^eriey, 

r‘  Describedasa^illilJit and 
■.inspiring 11  friarC  Wai'  tiie 
author  of  what  were  ctmsid- 
ered  to  be  definitive  books  on 
'warfare.  He  was  recently  fea- 
tured in  the  Channel  s series 
Decisive  Bottles; 

Last  night  an  army  spokes- 
man said:  This  seems  to  have 
been  a tragic  accident  The 
: device  that  exploded  may  not 
have  been  as  big  as  a grenade. 
It 'may  have  been  a rusting 
and  seemingly  innocuous 
piece  of  ordnance  such  as  an  ‘ 
bid  and  apparently ’harmless 
detonator. 

“Dr  l^mlott  made  numer- 
ous tours  of  old  battiefidids 
.-and  .he  may  have  picked  up 
this  item  to  remind  him  of  a 
trip,  to  El  Alamein  or  some 
-omer  famous  she."  i 

After  his  wifevraised  foe 

dispos^a^rts  to  the 
Jfome  and  houses  in  tiie  area 
were  evacuated  - as  . .police- 
searched  for-  more  explosives. 

One  neighbour,  Les  Brown, 
had  heard  a small  , explosion  • 
before  midnight  but  had: 
thought  it  was  a firework 
going  off.  He  said^"f  didn't 
check  it  out  because  you  expect 
to  hear  such  bangs  attius  tube 
of  year.”  • . 

Damage  to  the  -bungfdow 
was  minor  with  only  a small 
window  blown  out. 

Police  officers  who  exam- 
ined the  home  disovered  a. 


iiuge  array  of  militaiy  memo- 
' rabilia  but  none  of  it  was 
' found  to  be  dangerous. 

' Dr  Pimlott,  a father  of  two, 
was  a civilian  lecturer  at 
Sandhurst  for  24  years.  He 
. was  made  head  of  his  depart- 
ment in  1994.  Last  night, 
Matthew  Midlane,  the  dffec- 
. for  .of  studies  at  Sandhurst, 
..  desaibed  Dr  Pimlott  as.  a 
“brilliant  and  inspiring  man", 
ftus  books  included  The  Gulf 
Wor'AsdS&d,  Decisive  Hat- 
ties of  the  Vietnam  War  and 
The  Guinness  History  of  the 
British  Army.  His  specialist 
areas  were  counter-insurgen- 
cy and  counter-terrorism. 

Mr  Midlane  said:  “He  was 
extremely  well-known  for  his 
prolific  output  with  popular 
writings  on  almost  any  aspect 
of  20th-century  warfare.  He 
brought  serious  military  hist- 
ory to  a much  wider 
audience." 

He  added:  “Despite  his  dis- 
tinguished record  m research 
arid  writing,  he  always  consid- 
ered himse|f  primarily  a 
’ teacher  ” 


Pimlott  brought  military 
, studies  to  wider  public 
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Two  appear  in  court 
over  car  crash  deaths 
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TWO  men  appeared  in  court 
yesterday  chained  in  connec-  ■ : 
cion  with  the  deaths  of  a young  - 
couple  ina  car  crash.' 

‘ . Jason  Humble  and  Keith 
Collier,  both  of  Famborough, 
Hampshire,  were  remanded  ■ 
in:  custody  by  magistrates  in 
FbUharn,  West  -London.'  Mr.. 
Humble,  32,  was  chajgal  with  ■ 
manslaughter  after  -Toby  \ 
Exley  and  Karen  Martin  died, 
on  October  6.  The  coupled  car  - 


crossed  the  central  reservation 
of  thfrASti  and  smashed  into 
an  oncoming  .car. 

Mr  Collier.  49,  was  charged 
with  asristing  .aiL  offender  .by 

falsdy  reporting  to  police  the 
theft  of  .a  vehicle  knowing  it 
had  been  involved  hi  a fatal 
aocident,with  inteniio  impede 
die  appreheoson  or  prosecu- 
tion of^L  person  who  had  com-  ■ 
raitted  - the  arrestable  offence 
. of  manslaughter:  . 


'• 


Our  lowest  ever  5 year  fixed  rate  is  an  incredible  M5%  6.7%  APR  (for  loans  up  to  75%^,  fixed  until  31st  January 
2003l  We  won't  insist  you  take  out  our  insurance  and  we  will  give  you  up’to  £405tt  towards  valuation  fees.'; 
You  can  also  get  a 10%  cashback*  on  Pickfords  removals.  So  don't  just  stand  there,  come  In  and  talk  to  us. 


HALIFAX 


Get  a bttie  extra  help. 


DONTFORGET! 

CLOCKS  GO 
BACK  TONIGHT 


* 


FROM  QUALITY  JEWELLERS  & BY  MAIL  ORDER 


..:i  ' ~ 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


NEWS  5 


KXO  WILLIAMS 


THE.  Rector  of  -Benflech  has 
been  known  in  the  Welsh 
seaside  village  as  the  “Randy 
. Rev"  foe  more  than,  a decade,- 
Villagers  grew  used  to-seeing 
his  car  parked  outside  the 
home  of  one  or  another  of  his 
women  parishioners. 

Rumours,  circulated  -among 
clergy  inthe- Church  in  Wales: 
abotit  the  Reif  Clifford . Wil- 
liams's sexual  adventures 
among  Wsjlock faster  than  his 
reputation  -tor  building,  his- 
raisaon  O’at-  ’SEV  Andrew's- 
. Church  on  the  back  of  charis- 
matic-leadership; 

, The.  whispers  /reached  tbe- 
..  ears  ctf  the  then.  Archdeacon  of ' 
Meirionnydd,  Dr  Barry  Mor-  ’. 
gap,  who,  , five  years  Ago,  was 
appointed  Bishop  of  Bangor 

"charges  have been buriunga  . 
sulphurousholeftr/pOTieflian 
a year. . 

Eh-  Morgan,  along'  with 
other  church  leaders,  came  to 
believe  Mr  Williams’S 
sexual  conquests  were  .the  - 
outward  manifestations  of  a 
cult  comparable  with  me  sexu- 
al terror  dispensed  by  the  Rev 
Chris  Brain,  the  minister  at 
die  centre  of  scandal  over  the 
Nine  O’Cfodc  News  Service, 
who  expelled  anyone  who 
came  into  conflict  with1  him, 
denounced  his  enemies  from 
die  pulpit  and  interpreted  his  - 
role  as  pastor  as  . a sexual 
licence  among  middle-aged 
parishioners  he  came  to  dunk 
of  as  his  “wives”. 

The  real  victims  of  the 
quaint  proceedings  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Court  — which,  has 
made  the  Church  in  Wales  a 


grace 


Russell  Jenkins  on a village 
rumour  mill  that  took  years  to 


grind  out  an-imj^atobie  ^lh 


laughing  : stock  and  cost 
□00,000 —are  the“hard  core” 
of  loyalists  who  remain  utterly 
convinced  that  their  leader  is 
more,  sinned  against,  than 
sinning.  Dr  Morgan  said;  “It 
will  take  a-tong  time  to  heal 
the  wounds,  because  you  don't 


recover  frpmthis  sort  ofthing 
Itwifl 


inaday  orevena  wedc.lt 

take  years.  I think,  because  the 
■ wounds  have  gone  very  deep. 
Scone  feel  deeply  betrayed."  .-/ 

' ..  Mr  Wflfiaras  was  a late 
entry  into  the  priesthood,  leav1 
ing  his  early  railing  as  a 
painter  and  decorator  to  pur- 
sue his . vocation.  He  was' 
'Ordained  iri  1980  at  die  age  of. 
32 i served  two  years  as'  a 
curate  . at  Caernarvon  before 


of  Bangor 
f another  cult 


becoming  Rector  of  the  parish 
of  Uajifair  Mathafam  Eithaf 

- with  lianbedrgoch  in  19S2. 

His  supporters  speak  about 
. how  he  galvanised  the  aggre- 
gation at  St  Andrew'S  Church 
— an  uninspiring  grey  pebble 
dash  block,  on  Benllech's  one 
main  road  — with  his  sense  of 
mission  and  his  modem  inter- 
pretation of  the  Gospris.  He 
and  his  childhood  sweetheart 

- Gwenda  raised  their  three 
sans,  Alan,  now  26,  Paul,  21, 
and  Matthew,  16,  in  a two- 
storey  rectory  overlooking  fife 
bay. 

Mr  Williams,  a “touchy 
,'feely”  vicar  known  as  Unde 
Clifford  to  his  younger  flock, 
was  at  the  centre  of  a growing 
and  vibrant  cfaurdi.  At  the 
same  time  the  rumours  began 
to  circulate  that  he  was  an 
adulterer  who  sought  to  ma- 
nipulate people's  lives. 

At  least  two  husbands 
blamed  the  rector  for  the 
break-up  of  their  marriages 
but  it  was  not  until  Iris  Green, 
vulnerable  and  unpredictable, 
.came  id  live  in  Tyn-y-Gangl, 
Benllech.  in  1989  that  the 
volatile,  mixture  of  muscular 
Christianity  and  extramarital 
affairs  ignited. 

Dr  Morgan  says  Mr  Wil- 
liams abused  his  position  as 
parish  priest,  going  “feu-  be- 
: yond  the  boundaries".  “The 


Rev  Chris  Brain  had  people  in 
file  palm  of  his  hand,”  said  Dr 
Morgan.  “It  can  happen.  It  is  a 
fact  that  over  the  years  anyone 
who  disagreed  with  him  [Wil- 
liams] in  the  church  has  left  to 
go  to  neighbouring  parishes; 
among  them  a curate,  an 
organist  and  church  warden. 

“He  seems  to  have  power 
and  influence  over  people  to 
an  inordinate  degree.  For 
some  people,  perhaps,  it  be- 
comes so  much  a part  of  them 
— it  gives  Them  power,  status 
and  privilege  — they  forget 
they  are  there  to.  serve  the 
Church  of  God." 

Another  senior  churchman 
described  the  rector  as  a 
dangerous  “Svengaii"  who  na- 
kedly sought  power  in  the 
small,  very  Welsh  community 
under  the  guise  of  the  charm- 
ing clergyman  with  the  Antho- 
ny Hopkins  voice.  He  enjoyed 
domination  and  ruthlessly 
snuffed  out  any  opposition. 

A Salks'  Church  source  in 
Wales  described  the  rase  as 
more  serious  -than  someone 
just  having  sex.  “Clifford  Wil- 
liams is  an  intensely  evil 
man."  he  said.  “You  had  there 
a charismatic  priest  and,  cer- 
tainly, this  man  could  swing  it 
with  women.  His  scheme  was 
divide  and  rule.  His  motiva- 
tion clearly  has  to  be  power 
ova  women. 

“It  dearly  has  to  be  power 
which  has  to  be  absolute  and 
which  has  been  for  his  sexual 
gratification.  Some  of  the 
women  he  knows  simply  bow 
down  before  him.  His  sup- 
porters are  verging  on  being 
disciples.” 


The  Rev  Clifford  Williams  arriving  at  the  court  yesterday.  He  was  later  found  guilty  of  conducting  an  adulterous  affair 


‘Just  cause  for  scandal  or  offence’ 


Continued  from  page  1 

for  him,  nor  do  we  eat  together.  I regard 

file  marriage  as  at  an  end.  I anticipate 

instigating  divorce  proceedings  in  the 

near  future.  Finally,  as  a result  of  the 

break-down,  I have  found  a new 

relationship." 

Lord  Thomas,  QC  counsel  for  the 
bishop,  told  the  court  in  his  closing 
address  that  the  rase  has  demonstrated 
the  courage  of  Iris  Green  on  one  hand 
and  the  cowardice  of  Mr  Williams  on  the 
other.  “The  Rev  Clifford  Williams  has  led 


a double  life;  a life  of  service  to  the 
community  and  to  his  parishioners  and 
has  dearly  won  the  support  of  very 
decent  people,  some  of  whom  are  here 
today  perhaps. not  fully  understanding  of 
the  other  sideof  his  life;  which  was  a life 
of  deceit  and  of  lies.” 

Lord  Thomas  highlighted  Mrs  Green's 
diaries  and  the  notes  he  left  at  her  house 
as  overwhelming  evidence  against  him. 
One  note,  urging  Mrs  Green  to  “keep 
Thursday  bonk-free  for  me",  showed  he 
was  going  to  ha  house  to  have  sex. 


Eric  Somerset  Jones,  QC  for  the  rector, 
said  the  defence  was  one  of  complete 
denial  “lock,  stock  and  barrel”  Mis 
Green  was  obsessional  and  the  land  of 
woman  who  wrote  “disgusting  porno- 
graphic letters"  to  a pen  friend.  He  said 
there  was  evidence  from  one  of  the 
parishioners  that  she  had  written  erotic 
stories. 

In  the  rase  of  Anne  Williams,  the  court 
found  the  rector  did  not  “on  the  balance 
of  probabilities"  give  just  cause  for 
offence  by  having  “improper"  relations. 


BhrRxmi  Gueromi*  religion  correspondent 


THE  number  of  divorces 
among  file  clergy  is  now  the 
same  as  in  secular  society, 
according  to' Broken  Rites,  an 
independent  organisation,  that 
was  set  up  to  help  divorced 
and  separated  jjarmers  of  file 

dXtWni»:dc«y' 

marriages  can  now  be  expect- 
ed to  end  in  dirorcer'eyen 
.though  the  Quirdh  of  England 
still  holds  that  tnain^e  i&lbr 
life  and  does  not  recognise  that 
marriages  can  be  dissolved.  : 

Christine  McMullen,  secre- 
tary of  Broken  Rites,  which 
has  300  divorced  , and  separat- 
ed clergy  wives  cm  its  books, 
and  hundreds  more  who  con- 
tact it  occasionally,  for  help 
and  advice,. said  dergy  mar- 
riages often  collapsed  because 
of  the  unique  pressures  of  the 
job. 

Clergy  wives  are  particular- 
ly vulnerable  when  marriages 
break  up  near  or  after  retire-: 
ment.  Unda  church  pension 
roles,  a divorced  dergy  wife  is 


-not  entitled  to-  any-  of  . her 
•former husband’s  pension. 
Mre  McMullen,-  .whose  own 
: marriage  to-  a clergyman 
’ broke  up  eight  years  ago.  said; 
“ Sometimes  it.  is  harder  for 
families  in  the  vicarage  to 
have  dose  jmonaT  Mends  in 
thepaiish  because  the  person- 
. al  mid  professional  life  of  the 
hiisbafrd'gds  a bfr confused.. . 

JjJhe  joqpeaations  pu  t an 
families  lire  sometimes  so  way 
put.  Tins  of  peopled  husbands 
go  off  and  have affairs,  but  file 
press  is  not  realty  interested 
unless  .there  is  a dergyman 
involved. 

“There,  is  often  pressure  to 
carry  on  with  a stiff  upper  bp, 
. to  collude  with  what  is  going 
on.  We  are  less  likely  to  shred 
his  shirts,  change  the  locks  or 
refuse  to  let  him  mtfaan  if  we 
were  not  living  in  a vicarage. 
There.is  this  tiling  as  well  mat 
we  are  Christians,  and [that  we 
are  forgiving  ”.  . . 

Although  clergy 
was  improving,  theologi 


colleges  still  left  them  un'pre- 
_ pared  for  die  pressures  of  a 
: mid-life  crisis,  or  of  failing  to 
. achieve  their  ambitions  to: 
become  archdeacons  or  blsh- 
qps;. 

“There  is  an  expectation  that 
dergy  will  be  counsellors  and 
freely  available  at  all  times  for 
people  in  need;”  .Mrs 
McMullen  said. 

"There  has  to  be  some- 
. degree  of  self-giving  and  of 
sharing  your  partner:  with 
people. 

“But  I am  not  sure  that  aU 
dergy  are  quite  dear  in  their 
minds  about  where  die  bound- 
aries of  professional  behav- 
iour begin  and  end. 

it  have  a moment 
.of  self-doubt  in  mid-life,  of 
.wondering  whether  they  will 
ever  be  made  an  archdeacon, 
and  not  realise  that  this  makes 
diem  vulnerable  when  some- 
one comes  in  to  see  them  in 
deep  distress  who  happens  to 
be  marriageable  ana  attrac- 
tive." 
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Umbria,  home 


of  the  arts, 


pleads  for  aid 


Richard  Owen  reports  from  Spoleto  that  damage  done 


by  recent  earthquakes  is  far  worse  than  first  thought 


With  shock  and 
concern  still  re- 
verberating a 
month  after  the 
earthquake  that  severely  dam- 
aged the  Basilica  of  St  Francis 
at  Assisi,  it  is  emerging  that 
far  many  more  art  treasures  in 
Umbria  are  at  serious  risk 
than  was  previously  .thought 
They  include  the  great  ca- 
thedral at  Spoleto,  famed  for 
its  summer  arts  festival,  and 
world-renowned  Renaissance 
frescoes  at  Montefalco. 

“Umbria,  home  of  the  arts, 
is  weeping  and  deeply  wound- 
ed." La  RcpubMioa  said.  “It  is 
not  just  Assisi  which  has  been 
shaken  by  the  tremors.  We 
need  to  raise  the  alarm."  The 
Archbishop  of  Spoleto,  Mgr 
Riccardo  Fontana,  said  recent 
inspections  showed  that  the 
11th-century  Duomo.  or  cathe- 
dral. had  suffered  very  serious 
damage  in  the  continuing 
tremors. 

Archbishop  Fontana  is  ag- 
grieved that  destruction  in  the 
Spoleto  area  has  been  over- 
shadowed. “The  Bishop  of 
Assisi  naturally  has  had  a lot 
to  say  afaout  the  damage 
there,"  he  said.  “But  nobody 
can  say  that  this  part  of 
Umbria  is  worse  off  than  dial 
part,  or  deserves  more  help. 
Four  villages  in  my  diocese. 
Including  Sellano.  the  epi- 
centre of  the  recent  earth- 
quakes, have  been  destroyed. 
The  earthquakes  shake  the 
whole  mountain." 

The  epicentre  of  the  earth- 
quakes. initially  near  Foligna 
has  moved  gradually  south, 
with  tremors  felt  in  Rome  and 
even  Naples.  There  were  fur- 
ther strong  tremors  at  Sellano 
on  Thursday  and  yesterday. 
The  Archbishop’s  Palace  in 
Spoleto  has  been  declared 
uninhabitable,  and  Mgr  Fon- 
tana, who  for  the  first  few 
nights  of  the  crisis  slept  in  his 
car,  like  thousands  of  other 
residents,  has  taken  refuge  in 
a nearby  monastery. 

Perched  high  on  a hill. 
Spoleto  was  once  the  centre  of 
a powerful  duchy,  until  it  was 
sacked  by  Barbarossa  in  1155. 
It  revived  in  the  16th  century 
when  Lucreaa  Borgia  was 
made  governor  at  the  age  of  19 
by  her  father.  Pope  Alexander 
VI.  Its  modem  fame  rests  on 
the  Festival  of  Two  Worlds,  the 
music,  dance  and  theatre  festi- 
val Founded  by  Giancarlo 
Menotti  in  1958,  which  attracts 
world-class  performers  and 
well-heeled  audiences  to 
match.  Gala  concerts  are  held 
in  the  cathedral 
Two  of  the  four  pillars 
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The  exterior  of  Spoleto’s  11th-century  cathedral.  The 
archbishop  says  £1  million  is  needed  to  shore  it  up 


In  imminent  danger  Fra  Filippo  Lippi’s  Coronation  of  the  Virgin  { 146?$,  which  is  painted  in  the  apse  semidome  of  Spoleto  Cathedral 


holding  up  the  cathedral  cupo- 
la have  sagged  and  a third  is 
badly  cracked.  Art  experts  and 
engineers  say  the  fall  of  the 
cupola  would  destroy  priceless 
frescoes  by  the  Florentine  art- 
ist Fra  Filippo  Lippi  (1406-69), 
above  all  the  masterpiece  of 
his  final  years,  his  Coronation 
of  the  Virgin  (1469),  which  is 
painted  in  the  apse  semidome. 

The  cathedral  also  contains 
the  painter’s  tomb:  a friar,  he 
was  accused  of  seducing  a girl 
from  a noted  local  family  and 
is  said  to  have  been  murdered 
by  her  relations.  He  did  his 
last  work  at  Spoleto,  including 
a series  of  frescoes  in  the  choir 
which  are  also  now  thought  to 
be  at  risk:  The  Annunciation, 
The  Birth  of  Christ  and  The 
Death  of  Mary. 


I TALY 


Paru&a 


UMBRIA 


MontefsJco0 


Spoteco 


The  cathedral's  medi- 
eval buttresses  are 
fractured  and  the  fa- 
cade. with  a giant 
mosaic  depicting  Christ 
Pantocrator.  dated  1207,  has 
come  away  from  the  fabric  of 
the  building.  There  are  fis- 
sures in  the  15th-century  Eroli 
chapels  (named  after  the  bish- 
op of  the  time,  Costantmo 
Eroli).  which  contain  frescoes 
by  Pinturicchio  (1455-15L3).  in- 
cluding a Madonna  and  Child 
with  LakeTrasimeno — one  of 
the  best-loved  spots  in  Umbria 
— shown  dearly  in  foe 
background. 

“Something  must  be  done 
immediately,"  foe  archbishop 
said.  "The  walls,  pilasters  and 
buttresses  are  tilting,  the  sta- 
bility of  foe  entire  building  is 
threatened."  He  sad  Spoleto 
needed  £1  million  "to  shore  it 
up  and  jivoid  foe  worst  U is  a 
race  against  time:  we  are 
worried  about  new  tremors." 
Nearly  80Q  churches  in  foe 


Spoleto  diocese  “of  artistic  and 
historic  importance"  have 
been  dosed  for  inspection. 
There  is  also  concern  for  the 
spectacular  medieval  aque- 
duct across  foe  gorge  beyond 
the  cathedral,  foe  Ponte  delle 
Toni,  which  is  260  yards  long 
and  supported  by  ten  260ft- 
high  arches. 

Twelve  miles  north,  nearer 
to  the  epicentre  of  the  first 
earthquakes  at  Foligno.  emer- 
gency measures  have  been  . 
taken  to  save  the  15fo-cennny 
frescoes  at  Montefalco  by 
Benozzo  Gozzoli  (1420-97). 
which  were  restored  only  sev- 
en years  ago.  The  works  depict  - 
scenes  from  the  life  of  St 
Frauds,  inspired  by  Giotto’s 
frescoes  at  Assisi,  with 
recognisable  Umbrian  and 
Tuscan  landscapes  in  the 
background.  Montefalco  is 
famed  for  its  views  — it  is 
dubbed  The  Balcony  of  Um- 
bria" — and  its  Sangrantino 
wine  is  one  of  the  most  prized 
reds  in  Italy. 

But  its  glory  is  foe  former 
Church  of  San  Francesca  now 
the  town  museum.  In  addition 
to  works  by  Gozzoli.  wha  like 
Lippi  was  a Florentine  genius, 
the  former  church  boasts  an 


Details  fromthe  Coronation,  Filippo  Lippi’s  masterpiece  of  his  last  years:  left,  two  angels  dancing  and,  right,  the  Virgin  with  God  the  Father 


Annunciation  and  Nativity  by 
Perugino,  and  frescoes  from 
foe  school  of  Giotto. 

The  campaign  to  preserve 
Momefako’s  treasures  is 


being  led  by  Luigi  Gambacur- 
ta,  the  Mayor,  who  teaches 


ta,  the  Mayor,  who  teaches 
literature  at  foe  local  second- 
ary school  and  speaks  of 
Gozzoli  as  if  he  were  still  alive. 
Signor  Gambacurta  is  praised 
as  a local  hero  for  his  swift 


action  in  shoring  up  the  fres- 
coes when  the  first  earthquake 
struck. 

The  first  shock  was  in  foe 
middle  of  the  night,"  he  re- 
called. "At  first  light  I went  to 
the  school  to  check  it  was  all 
right  Then  I rushed  to  San 
Francesco  and  was  horrified  to 
see  the  amount  of  plaster'  that 
had  fallen  in  the  apse.**  He 
asked  art  restorers  from  Spole- 


to to  erect  scaffolding  To'  sup- 
port foe  nave,  with  the  hdp  of 
local  carpenters.  “We  got  it  in 
place  just  before  the  seoohd 
earthquake  struck  at  11.42.  the 
same  one  that  brought  down 
the  ceding  at  Assisi.  Here  the 
scaffolding  swayed,  but  it 
held." 

The  museum  is  planning  to 
take  visitors  up  onto  the  scaf- 
folding to  see  how  restoration 


work  on  Gozzoli's  master- 
pieces is  proceeding  . 

However,  Acre  is  still'  pro- 
tective gauze  over  the  frescoes 
and  there  are  fears  for  foe  roof, 
in  - particular  for  foe  vault 
above  foe  apse,  whose  ribs 
were  reinforced  with  iron  bars 
after  an  earthquake  earlier  in 
the  century. 

"Many  jewels  of  art  in. 
Umbria  are  at  risk,  but  foe 


pity  is  that  not  many  Italians 
are  aware  of  them,"  Paola 
Manuali.  a guide  at  San 
Francesco,  said.  “We  get 
20,000  visitors  a year  at  foe 
museum,  but  many  of  them 
are  foreigners  on  foe  Umbrian 
ait  trail."  Signor  Menotti  said 
that  he  hoped  to  organise  a 
concert  at  Spoleto  with  top- 
class  performed  to  raise  funds 
for  restoration. 
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233MHz  Intel  Pentium?  II  Processor. 

32Mb  RAM.  3.2Gb  hard  disk.  . 

512k  cache-Tnemofy.:  : '!;  " ' • 
24spe^drnuhirnecfe. 

2Mb  3E>1Craphics  card.  33.6k  modem 
with  spe^jcerphbhe.  15*  monitor: 

Over  TO  top  Software  tides.  .... 

MODEL!  8300-  ■'■"*:  . 
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VIGLEN  MICROSOFT 

233MHz  Intel  Pentium®  II  Processor. 

32Mb  SyncDRAM.  43Gb  UDMA  hard  disk. 

512k  cache  memory.  PC/TV  card.  24  speed 
multimedia  with  Yamaha  sub-woofer. 

4Mb  3D  Graphics  card.  33.6k  modem  with 
speakerphone.  15”  monitor.  Microsoft 
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266MHz  Intel  Pentium*!!  Processor. 

32Mb  RAM.  65Gb  hard  disk.  512k  cache 
memory.  24  speed  multimedia  with 
JBL  yirtualTheatre  and  Dolby  Digital  Surround 
Sound.  2Mb  3D  Graphics  card. 

33.6k  modem  with  speakerphone. 

17”  monitor,  tip  to  £1000  worth  of  software.** 
Was  £2899.  MODEL-  Presario  4830. 
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SOFTWARE  ENGINEERING. 
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. 1Z1' SVGA  dual  scan  colour 
display.  l2speed  multimedia. 
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PACKARD  BELL 

233MHz  Intel  Pentium®  II  Processor 

32Mb  SyncDRAM.  4.3Gb  hard  disk.  A 
5 T2k  cache  memory.  24  speed  I 

multimedia  and  sub-woofer.  I 

4Mb  Matrox  Mystique  3D  Graphics  card. 
56k  modem  with  speakerphone. 

FREE  Over  £1000  worth  of  software.* 
MODEL:  Pulsar  24.  . 


INC  VAT 

£1949 


16Mb  RAM.  32Gb  hard  di: 

256k  cache  memory.  24  speed 
multimedia  with  integrated 
speakers  and  sub-woofec  2Mb  3D 
Graphics  cad  56k  modem.  HtH 
Over  £1  SOB  worth  af  software.* 
Was  £1529.  MODEL  ftisar  20. 
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is  a moving 
experience 
for  wildlife, 
reports  Simon 
de  Bruxelles 


29  per  cem  of  tne  6&mile 
route  Mlbe  m tunnels. 

60  per  cent  wIT  run  alongside 
existing  roads  or  ratfmr  lines. 
5 mMion  tonnes  of  spoil  Ml  be 


fbtteato' 


nwKTuod  during  constructor-,  enough 
to  tai  WonUey  Stadtum  fivotimBs 


be  buitt  at  Strutford.  east 
r London,  and  EbbsRoat  In  north 
Kent.  The  new  line  Ml  double  the 
number  of  Eutoster  trains  able  to 
use  the  tunnel 


PROTECTED  SPECIES  BEING  MOVED 


Dormouse  (Muscardlnus 
avettanarius).  Britain’s  only  golden 
coloured  rodent.  Nocturnal  and 
arboreal,  lives  around  five  years. 
TVra  litters  a year  of  two  to  nine 


Badger  (Metes  metes/  Familiar 
Mack  and  white  striped  brock  once 
persecuted  by  termers  and  baited 
for  sport  The  principal  Ingredient  In 
badger-halr  shaving  brushes. 


naked,  blind  babies.  Forms  a tightly  Omnivorous  and  nocturnal,  its 


woven  spherical  nest  l-2m  above  favourite  food  Is  earthworms.  Badger 


the  ground.  Hibernates  underground  setts  can  have  up  to  40  entrances 


from  lata  October  to  April 


and  be  inhabited  for  generations. 
Boar  can  weigh  up  to  50lb 


'.TCC 
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Stow  worm  (Angub  fragBis).  Neither 
a worm  nor  a snake  but  a lizard 
with  no  legs.  Average  12  inches 
long  and  found  in  leaf  litter  on 
woodland  fringes,  quarries, 
churchyards  and  railway 


Great  crested  newt  (TrKurus 
erfsfatus/  Amphibian  often  speckled 
with  brightly  coloured  spots.  Once 
feared  by  country-folk  who  believed 
ft  to  be  related  to  a dragon  and 
capable  of  breathing  fire.  Grows  up 


embankments.  Long  ten  breaks  off  to  six  inches  longand  male  sports 


if  caught  hold  of  by  small  beys  or 
other  predators.  Harmless  but  has 
suffered  for  resemblance  to  snakes 


serrated  crest  during  courtship.  Jh 
decline  owing  to  drainage  of  ponds 
and  marshes 


VMparous  lizard  (Lacerta  vfvipara).  Common  lizard  enjoys  basking  on 
dry  sunny  banks  and  eating  Insects.  Mery  hard  to  catch  owing  to  dramatic 
turn  of  speed  and  ability  to  shed  tall,  which  carries  on  wriggling  long  after 
its  owner  has  vanished.  Up  to  six  inches  long 


BEATRIX  POTTER  would 
have  been  dismayed  to  learn 
that  since  the  start  of  the 
summer,  in  conditions  of  the 
utmost  secrecy,  some  of  our 
shyest  and  most  attractive 
residents  have  been  rounded 
up  and  put  in  cages. 

She  would  have  been  re- 
lieved. however,  to  discover 
that  they  are  being  moved 
because  they  live  on  the  route 
of  the  new  high-speed  rail  link 
to  the  Channel  Tunnel. 

Top  of  the  wanted  list  is  a 
creature  most  people  will  nev- 
er see  but  everyone  loves  — the 
common  dormouse.  The  line 
from  London  will  cut  a swath 
through  some  of  the  best 
’‘dormouse  woods”  in  Britain. 
Nearly  100  of  the  creatures 
have  been  caught  and  dis- 
patched to  a dormouse  dormi- 
tory in  the  West  Country. 

Kent's  loss  is  the  rest  of  the 
country's  gain.  Once  the  mice 
have  slept  through  the  winter, 
they  will  be  released  in  woods 
in  three  English  counties 
where  dormice  were  common 
100  years  ago  but  have  since 
disappeared. 

Douglas  Woods,  76,  a natu- 
ralist who  has  devoted  the  past 
IS  years  to  studying  and 
breeding  the  creatures,  is  in 
charge  oF  the  operation.  Until 
he  discovered  in  the  early 
1980s  that  the  best  way  to  find 
a dormouse  was  to  provide  a 
house  for  it,  little  was  known 
about  its  habits. 

Although  the  dormouse's 
tight,  round  nest  is  occasional- 
ly found  in  undergrowth  by 
woodsmen,  doormice  are  rare- 
ly seen  and  leave  few  dues  to 
their  existence.  Mr  Woods, 
from  Cheddar,  Somerset,  said: 
“Dormice  are  nocturnal  and 
spend  virtually  all  their  time 
in  the  trees.  They  might  range 
from  the  topmost  branches  of 
the  highest  oak  down  to  brack- 
en. but  they  never  set  foot  cm 
the  ground  unless  it  is  by 
accident  or  to  hibernate. 

“You  could  visit  a dormouse 
wood  eveiy  day  and  never  see 
one.  Until  recently  it  was 
believed  that  they  hibernated 
in  the  mots  of  trees.  Now  we 


Gab  driver 
accused 


girl,  13 


A taxi  driver  accused  of  the- 
uipferapeofa  13-yeardd  girt 

in  his  black  cab  was  remand- 
ed fa  custody  for  a week  by 
Bow  -Street  magistrates  in 
London  yesterday.  Peter  God- 
daid,  40,  of  Banket  Essex, 
also  faces  three  charges  of 
unlawful  sexual  intercourse 
with  a minor  and  one  of 
indecent”  assault  between 
March  23  and  24.  The  girl  had 

been  'visiting  London  from 
her  home  in-  Southampton  to 
meet  Brian  Harvey,  the  for- 
mer member  of  the  pop  group 
East  17. 


Boys  rewarded 


Three  boys  aged  seven  to  nine 
were  given  good  citizen's 
awards  and  £50  each  for 
handing  in  £300  dropped  by 
two  armed  . robbers  whom 
they  followed  from  a Middles- 
brough post  -office  after  a 
horaup. 


Youngest  pervert 


A bey  aged  14  became  the 
youngest,  on  the  paedophile 
register  after  admitting 
agipa  nits  on  two  right-year-ola 
boys.  Yeovil  magistrates 
made  a supervision  order  and 
bound  over  his  parents  to 
.ensure  his  good  behaviour. 


This  heavyweight  dormouse  preparing  for  winter  in  Somerset  weighed  47g,  which  is  thought  to  be  a record  I US  SHlc  dlloWCd 


know  that  they  actually  move 
away  from  trees  into  hollows 
under  moss  or  ivy  which 
provides  insulation  when  the 
temperature  fells.* 

Other  protected  creatures, 
including  badgers,  great  crest- 
ed newts,  slow-worms  and 
common  lizards  are  also  being 
found  new  homes.  Four  artifi- 
cial setts  have  been  built  for 
the  badgers  and  they  are 
expected  to  move  in  of  their 
own  accord.  Hie  newts  have 
proved  elusive.  Of  about  ten 
breeding  sites  identified  dur- 
ing an  environmental  study  of 
the  route  in  1993,  more  than 
half  have  vanished.  Low  rain- 
fall is  blamed. 

The  dormouse  round-up 
has  produced  one  record . 
breaker.  The  average  adult 
dormouse  weighs  I5g  to  40g 
and  is  14cm  to  18cm  long,  but 
Mr  Woods  now  has  a 47g 
heavyweight  Thanks  to  min- 
iature transmitters  and  obser- 
vation of  Mr  Woodses 


|y-  -r—rr  —pr  • 


A dormouse  nesting  box  at  a secret  location  is  checked 


breeding  herd,  it  is  now.  .disappears,  all  the  insects. die 
known  that  a dormcfase  pro-  "and  the  blad&e&f&fjtiffl&ilier. 


paring  for  winter  can  double 
its  weight  in  days.  The  feeding 
frenzy  is  triggered  airthe  days 
grow  shorter  andVfhe  nights 
colder.  / 

Mr  Woods  said:  “The  cur- 
tain comes  down  with  the  first 
hard  frost  Then  their  food 


put  on 

The  solita^^^^toreslive 
no  more  than  a handful  to  me 
acre  and  time  to  catch  them 


- before  construction  work  be-  ' 
gins  next  year  is  running  but.  < 
The  special  licence  issued  by  | 
the  Department  of  the  Envi-  ; 
ronment  expires  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  Dozens  of  nesting 

• boxes  , have  been  placed  in 
trees  arid-  every -couple  of . 
weeks  each  one  is  checked  for 
hew.  residents  by  Fat  Thomp- 
son, who  works  for  an  envi- 
ronmental consultancy  based 
at  Maidstone.  . 

The  biggest  relocation  pro- 
. gramme  m dormouse  history 
has  been:  kept  tinder  wraps 
because  of  die  threat.of  animal  ■ 
rights  protests  or  people  look- 
ing for  an  unusual  pci. 

. . Beatrix  Potters  dormice 
sold  peppermints  and  candJesv 
: butproerred  tostayinbeduE^ 
day.  When  customers  coni;' 
r plained,  John  DormofiM*- 
p»  would  just  reply:  “Verysnag?*^ 
He  would  Jed  at  ease  in.  Mr, 
Woods *s  ‘dormouse  ! hotel/ 
where  the  guests  were 'tins 

• week  getting  ready  for  bed:  . 


The  Government  has  given 
the  go-ahead  for  Henry  Dent- 
BroddehursL  ofSuddey  Cas- 
tle, Gloucestershire,  to  sell 
Temps  Colme  by  Poussin  to 
tile  Getty  Museum  in  Califor- 
nia for  £15  millioTL  No  British 
buyer  hadbeen  found. 


Murder  charge 


Graham  Sate,  24,  has  been 
remanded  in  custody  by  mag- 
istrates at  Great  Yarmouth, 
Norfolk,  charged  with  mur- 
dering five-year-old  Lauren 
Creed.  Her  mother,  Sharon, 
was  remanded  on  bail  on  a 
cruelty  charge. 


Design  flaw 


Cfcojents  Ribdro  was  mistak- 
^aaJfJjaUcd  as  New  Genera- 
‘tm^Designcr  at  the  British 
Tfcshjo^  Awards  because  the 
wrong  name  was  put  in  the 
envelope  for  the  ceremony  at 
the  Albeit  Hall.  Antonio 
Berardi  was  the  winner. 
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Ami  sco  I or  yoursdf  what  a difference  ON0O  can  make  lo  your  business. 

Win  iivt  ciiiiwzc  thir • rx;ir>>x'n<<rk': 


Move  into  another  dimension- 
create  your  own  CDs. 


Try  an  0800  number  for  3 months  for  only  £25  plus  call  charges. 


Freefone  0800  800  800 


Lots  of  business  tools  will  enhance  your 
performance.  The  HP  SiureStore  CD-Writer  , . 
Plus  doesn’t  just  do  that  - it  lifts  you  into  , 
another  dimension. 

Because  now  you  can  collect  together 
the  elements  of  multi-media  including  sound, 
graphics,  video  and  data,  and  create  a 
vivid,  sophisticated  CD  thatwfh  impress'  ~ 
clients  and  colleagues  alike.  File  transfer  is 
simplicity  itself,  using  drag  and  drop,  whilst- 
CDs  are  the  ideal  weqt  to  communicate  : ' 


with  anyone  who  has  a standard  CD-ROM. 
The  HP  SureStore  CD-.Writer  Plus  is  anew 
generation  of  rewritable  drive.  It  means.you 
can  delete  or  replace  files  on  CD  Just 
Eke  a floppy  - in  fact- it's  the  equivalent  of 
up  to  450  floppies!"  HP  offers  "the  complete  . • 
solution  with  drive,  software  as  wdQ  as  a blank  : 
HP  rowritable  CD  in  the  bo^-.  : 

Go  for  HP  SureStore  CI>- Writer  Plus  arid 
taken  leap  ahead.  Into  another  dimension. 

For  your  nearest  stockist  call  0990  474747. 
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BY  the  time  the  helicopter 
carrying  Hillary  Clinton  lifts, 
off  the  South  Lawn  at  the 
White  House  next  week  for 
her  low-key  visit  to  Ireland 
and  London,  her  makeover  as 
America’s  caring  First  Lady 
will  be  all  but  complete.  - 

Tomorrow  she  celebrates 
her  50th  birthday  with  ari 
unofficial  White  House  party 
before  a two-day,  very  public 
trip  to  Chicago  complete  with 
gala  and  fireworks. 

She  will  even  appear  as  a 
guest  on  the  Oprah  Winfrey 
Show  before  returning  to 
Washington  for  the  .transat- 
lantic, semi-ambassadorial 
sortie  to  Dublin.  Belfast  and. 

was  a woman  who  took  pri- 
vate walks  around  the  Ameri- 
can capital,  consulted  the 
depths  of  her  Christian  faith, 
and  channelled  via  guru  to 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  Mahat- 
ma Gandhi. 

The  healthcare  programme 
she  had  championed  and 
whose  failure  was  partly  to 
blame  for  the  overwhelming 
defeat  of  Democrats  in  the 
mid-term  elections  of  1994 was 
still  viewed  as  an  irredeem- 
able Achilles’  bed  preventing 
her  return  fo  policymaking. 

Her  personal  standing,  at 
once  provoking  fierce  loyalty 
among  women  and-  intense 
hatred  among  many  men.  had 
forced  Mrs  Clinton  to  retreat 
into  sedusian  throughout  the 
period  of'  her  husband's  re- 
election  last  year.  There  was 
regular  talk  that  she.  would  be 


But  now  . Sister.  Frigjdaire, 


Mrs  Clinton:  has 
thrown  off  her 
dauntingly  chilly, 
image,  reprirts 

Tom  Rhodes 


as  she  was  known  throughout 
the  Administration's  - first 
term,  has  returned  as  Mellow 
Mother,  a leading  figure  who 
no  longer  trades  insults  with 
members  of  Congress  but 
prefers  to  make  heri'pomt  by' 
ruffling  the  hair  of  a toddler  in 
a day-care  centre. 

This  week  she  embraced 
child  care,  drafting  attention 
to  the  “silent  crisis"  which 
affects  every  American  parent 
It  was  she  who  had  worked 
closely  behind  the  scenes  to  . 
develop  her  husbancfs  new 
policy;  one  which,  as  with  so 
much  of  his  Administration, 
has  concentrated  bn  minor 
initiatives  with  little  invest- 
ment But  it  has,  nevertheless, 
given  Mrs  Clmtah  the  oppor-  ’ 
tunity  to  flex  her  considerable 
bram  once  again. 

Even  her  wardrobe  has 
been  transformed  from  the 
arch,  power-dressing  reds  and 
greens  of  the  past  to  .the  pastel 
shafe  of -'Oscar  de  la  Renta. 
The  many  hairstyles,  which 
two  years  ago  she  .daiihed 
resulted  from  her  boredom, 
have  now  settled  into  a neat 
and  carefully  blowdried  put 

Two  years  and  many  bombs 


after  her  husband’s  trium- 
phant viat  to  Ireland,  Mrs 
CHnton  will  test  the  waters  of 
peace  when  she  delivers  the 
.first  Joyce  McCartan  Memori- 
al lecture  in  Belfast  a series 
devoted  ib~  both  unity  and 
leadership  among  -Protestant 
and  Catholic  women.  She  will 
also  travel  to  Chequers  for  an 
evening  with  the  Blairs. 

Like  her  husband.  Mis 
Clinton  will  be  far  from  retir- 
ing age  when  . the  couple 
finally  leave  the  White  House 
and,  while  she  has  told  friends 
that  she  and  Bill  Clinton 
might  become  itinerant  coll- 
ege professors  based  in  Arkan- 
sas (she  hates  the  cold  of 
Chicago),  few  believe  such  a 
task  would  be  completely  sat- 
isfying. But  for  the  moment 
Hffiaiy  CHnton  is  happy  to  be 
back  in  a less  glaring 
limelight 

Leading  article,  page  23 
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President  p] 


ht  Hillary  Clinton,  aocomp 
to  make  such  services  more 


her  husband  at  this  week’s  conference  on  child  care  at  the  White  House  where  die 
able.  She  has  worked  hard  behind  the  scenes  to  develop  the  President’s  new  policy 
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JUST  WHAT  DOES  THIS 
SYMBOL  MEAN? 

AN  EXPERT  EXPLAINS 


--  vTakait  from  Ebstein,  Energy Effioency  eaves  youmoney 
Indeed,  the  average  household  fuehbB  of  £500 -can  be' 
' reduced  fayuptoE200'  Wherever  you  see  the  symbol, 
you’ll  fed  products  and  services  which  save  energy  and 
money  One  more  thing.  Energy  Efficierwy  is  an  fiiergy 
Saving. Trust  jritiatto,  which  n turn  ia  backed  by  the 
Government  It’s  independent  and  impartiaL- A bt  to  tffek 
aboutj.but  J remember  it  simply  by  saying:  ‘Energy  Efficwnqr. 
ifs  dever  shift'  CaB  now  for  datefe."  0345  2 77200 
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The  Chrysler  Neon  LX 


A 1'  R CONDITIONING,  TWIN  AIRBAGS.  ABS  BRAKES.  AUTOMATIC  TRANSMISSION 
The  Chrysler  Neon  LX  is  fast  £13,795  on  the  road,  including  a 3 year  or  60,000  mile  warranty.  Lets  face  it,  this  is  the  closest  many  of  Hollywood's  'wannabe'  movie 
stars  will  iver  get  to  features.  The  Neon  LX's  unique  Jcab  forward'  design  can  help  turn  a few  heads  on  Sunset  Boulevard.  But  that's  not  all.  Its  2.0  litre,  131  bhp  engine 
goes  from  -0-60  mph  in  a mere  9.5  seconds.  (A  greater  performance  than  anything  you'll  see  at  the  Oscars.)  Why  not  visit  your  nearest  Chrysler  dealer  for  a test  drive 
And  see  for  yourself  how  in  Hollywood  dreams  can  come  true.  The  Neon  LX.  With  everything  as  standard  for  fust  £13,795.  AMERICA  ON  WHEELS 


Chrysler 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  OflOO  6I6IS9. 

RECOMMENDED  RETAIL  WElCES  OF  NEON  START.  AT  £13.395  ON  THE  ROAD  (INCLUDES  ROAD  FUND  LICENCE  AT  £141,  RUT  NOT  OPTION  OP  SUNROOF  OR  PEARLCO AT  PAINT).  PRICES  AND  SPECIFICATION 
ARfi  CORRECT  AT  TIME  OF  COINC.TO  PRESS,  FOR  LOCATION  OF  YOUR  NEAREST  DEALER  SEND  COUPON  TO  CHRYSLER  INFORMATION  SERVICE,  FREEPOST  1048,  SANDWICH.  KENT  CTI3  9BR. 
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.SURNAME ADDRESS 


J...  POSTCODE PHOIgE  HOME PHQKE  BUSINESS -NSniOW 
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Currys 


FREE 


the  ttmfs  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


WHEN 
YOU 
SPEND 
OVER 

FULLY  INSTALLED  SATELLITE  SYSTEM*  ,or  fu!l  T*r,m  and  Conditi0n 


EXTRA 


VACUUM  CLEANERS 

SAVE  S HALF  PRiCE 


mi 


SAVE 
"<150 

ON  A HUGE  RANGE  OF  TOP  BRAND  PRODUCTS 


M0y 


% 


televisions 

SAVE  ™ e150 

fcXTKA  SAVING 


r.  ( 


j7"  * 


FEATURES 

INCLUDE 


■ IQ  picture  facility. 

• tested  with  10  page 
-memory.  * 

■ Auto-tune  for  easy 
Installation. 


INTEREST 
FREEOPTNN* 

ON  ALL  PRODUCTS 
OVER  £200 


Ksaagi 


Was  £12933. 
bvmre  Prta  £7939. 


HALF 

PRICE 


e64s9 


SONY 

29*  fHCAM  Stereo 
TV  wftti  Fastext 

■ 68cm  visible 
screen  sue. 

■ induties  stand.. . 
Model  KV29F1-. 

Was  £6*9-99- 


:70 


I 


A V.SI...J 


extra  saving 

t*** r 


:20 


EXTRA  SAVING 


EXTRA  SAVING 


CURRYS  PRICE 

£599.99 


'*1 


G RUN  DIG  zrieomswrtoTv 
Htbtatat  ■■  amusma 
■Brand* KK*n&B.Pn"l.  4 1A 

nKiiJoUnM 

Mott  smTK.  BaUrrWJj 

■■  esus.fi  BcniusMamTiiKapnN*  - 


JVC  2T  My  Me*»mricSeMMi] 


3533 


T7T 


SSj-100 


i74Ss 


EXTRA  SAVING 


m 


{50 


L—Li 


SONY  jri 


i TV  Dotty  PvAoajc 


VIDEO  RECORDERS 

120 


FROM 
UNDER  £ 


ELECTROLUX 

MnMdMhlhw 


EXTRA  SAVING 

rrr 


_„110 


<*ttl 


MATSUI  m Long  PMy 

• Video  DttiRiMMCmnl  . 

One  month,  ^RBI  ammnma 

S event  timer.  ' PM  4M4% 
Model  VX1 105.  M|lr]1M|)0 

WBIUU9.  mitllVA 


LAUNDRY 

SAVE  % el  70 


£90 


HOTPOINT 

1000  Spin  'Aquarius* 

Autowasher 

■ Available  In  Polar  White, 
Linen  or  Mercury. 

■ Aquarius  Wash  System 
Plus. 

■ Intelligent  are. 

■ Time  saw. 

■ 30  degrees  silk  wash. 
Model  WM62. 

Price  Excluding 
Trade-in  £449.99. 


E 


Modal  WFROOtt. 
Pike  Enduing 


I £ 1 3 0 


T 


EXTRA  SAVING 


PHILCO  MiMTfr1 

TcomwSCWtABrDiyw  HPR  JT|| 
Model  P0297.  Was  I j|l  fl/Mofl 
£49939.  Instore  BBJBMwrJ? 
Price  £39959.  nmoM  MBEST  IHffnM* 


HOOVER  inWMan'Meto* 

Eeotoflkal  wadi  (fPM  “***“ 
Driwifinumnnl]  VM 

Pile* BoduiSng  HnM{  llrf(M 
Trade-in  £54939.  ■BIIMIII  teJjWjJ 
■n  Mams  hibcst  ns  amoir 


IVv--/  “■«.  w 


'~u. 


£i 

TRADE-IN 


TRADE-IN  PRICE 


i 


HOTPOINT  tap  S|*1  'Aquarius' 

Washer  Diyar  fWI  maSMlPna 

Model  wDfiz.  nlJI]  4AA 

Price  Excluding  ULUJ  ruMMfia 

Trade-In  £61939.  — ITwwJJ 

10  MONTHS  INThlUSI  FREECnXJH* 


EXTRA  SAVING 


CRCDA  hm  wnmiM 

lit  TtonWe  Dryer  PH  4IA 

■ 2 heat  settings.  VJJ  rlZIlfAQ 

■ Vant  kit  inducted.  UAatt  L iTirj!) 
Model  37750.  In-store  Prtce  £21939. 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE  to  el  10 

Wjfmm 


VMeaPhs 
Auto  earing. 

' Model  VCMZ71. 
instore  Price  £17939. 


A 


CANDY 

9.7  ajLft  Fridge 


■ 6.7  caft  fridge. 
■Auto  defrost 

■ Salad  crisper. 

Model  CM28f10S. 
In-store  Price  £36939. 
G MONTHS  WTBtE5T 
niEE  OPTION* 


TOSHIBA 

4-HnadIWCAM  . 
Stereo  Video 



■B.SSW. 

• 1 

aiidPDC 

■ On-screen  display.  ■ Index  search  faaity 

■ Digital  auto  tracking-  ■ 2 x 5CART  Sockets 
Model  W27.  Whs  £359.99. 

9 MONTHS  BJTBnST  FREE  OPTION* 

CURRYS  PRICE  " 

32% 

I 


;50 


CD  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 

SAVE  £110 

1 

SKiNMaai  msnS 

jgSEJ 


Model  NSXSHL  BAi1* 
wteOSMSLOMMinBimBimFwaFaoit* 


~h 


mm 


m 


JVCuiaa-CmepectCD  Mkro  HMI 
2-plece  cDiiiponafit  ■■  CUOnSMU 
e*nv  <IIA 

Model  UXA50.  ■Elll  f/UH  00 

WW  £27939.  KE 

C MONTHS  MTEMEST  PHEE  OPTION* 


SONY  CD  HI-FI  with  TUrntafale  - - CURRYS  PRlOE 


SERVIS  1000  Spin  Autowmher 

■ Half  load  opdon.  FNI  m*»oiHoa 

■ Quick  wash.  |Vi||  tePA 
Model  301W.  Price  jaftir/Miiifl 
ExdkKSng  TVadHn  BHIlWlin 
£32939. 6 H0HTH5  MIHBT  HBS  OPIWn* 


EXTRA  SAVING 


HOOVER  1200  Spin  -soft  ww 
Autuwasher  ittOBM  P«CE 

Model  A0123.  Kill  AM 

Price  Enduring  Ii®aH  r wHm 

Tfede-in  £429.99.  NHtdlwJl 
6 MONTHS  MTBNST  nta  OPTION* 


ZANUSSI  TOO  Spin  Ainawesher 
Model  HUMS.  Price  MffiiaMHTO 
GducftigtradHn  P|  [It  |1  MM 
K7939.  SAV£  MONEYtUMJ  , « f Uqq 
ON  TtOUMTS  A*  for  HEHN  £i#f  wJJ 
deofc.  io  emanfi  mbbtub  ofixhT 


EXTRA  SAVING 


VOUCHER  PRICE 

25999 


WHIRLPOOL  TOO  Spin  Aotewashar 
■ ifflb  wa*  toad.  rawwitMiPiiO 
aVirUkenmiiw  H'ill  NIM 
cootral.  Model  AIVR,t  irrf  .IXUm 
Pnca  ExdudngTiade4i  ftWi  ' a T r-nf  1*  T1 
£36999.  C MONTHS  OHOEST  MS  0PIXHT 


WOO  Spki  *Ecn«ndr 


<100 


ii>. vL^l. 


j:t  i 


HOTPOINT  iWUiMW  Memtar 

.M*  ki  Potor  Wl*b  PfM  ™“*M' "** 

UiaittHeus  Hi  [ IT  |1  AAA 

Modrrf  WM63.  BfeH/VNoA 
Price  Briudng  Bade*  RBtwvvujl 
im99. 10  MONTHS  MTHKSTHBX  OPTKJir 


EXTRA  SAVING 


HOTPOINT  woospin 

Autowsher 

Model  WMS2R  B*1|]  AJ| 
Price  Excluding  UjJflP 
trade-in  £39939.  WuNfl  Zm  la 
6 MONTHS  WTHtEST  RICE  OPTION* 


HOTPOINT  TOO  Splo  Ultima1 
Autowadier  MMTMOfiNIWZ 

Model  WM71.  R|  | [|1  | JA 

Price  Exdudng  HMlMMOQ 

Traded  £55939. 

12  MONTHS  llfTBWE5T  RMS  OPTIOfr 


_ e30 

Ma 


HOTPOINT 

1200  5pln  Ultima' 

Autowasher 

■ Info-bubble  dbpby. 

■ One-touch 
programme  selecdon. 

■ Multi-wash  7H/ 

programme.  i 

Model  WM72-  / 

Price  Excluding  £L 

Trade-in  £62939.  £ i 


CANDY  *1  cuit  Upright  Pieewr 
♦star freewr rating. MV|  tMOftWH 
Model CVT20S.  K{|I  4 reft 

Price  E«hK*ig  HXffrlAfi 

Trade-In  £S93ft.  HHIt  If  I Si 
fi  MONTHS  MTBBBT  HBE  OPTION* 


■ MuMplay - plays  i*>  to  S CDfc 

■ 120  watts  (RMS)  perchsnneL  ■■■ 

■ 9 band  spectrum  analyser. 

■ DJmbt  functions.  • 

Model  XB6.  Whs  £54939.  , 


Proflrammable  CO- 
McxW  MCH-650. 
W*  £11939. 


EXTRA  SAVING 


OHMIM. 


MATSUI 


EXTRA  SAVING 


f99s9 


EXTRA  SAVING 


EXTRA  SAVING 

£332 


EXTRA  SAVING 

fcswsa; 


L.-nlll-i-aS 


COOKERS 

SAVE  s200 


TTrnr 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE  to  e150 


HnnVFP 

_ 

7 

riL-iv-/ v n*rv 

FulFSize  'Soft  Wave- 
Dishwasher 

7 

/ 

■ 4 programmes. 

■ Multi-directional  spray. 
Mode)  07610. 

In-stare  Price  £39939. 

G MMITHS  HltBISST 

TRICITY  BEND  DC 

Shraflna  Dbfamofcar  ■■■■ 

Model  DH0B6.  K[|Tll  ANA 

Price  Excluding  yUJJ  (M  IMaq 

Trade-in  £37939.  H1UU  X*f 
fi  MONTHS  INTEREST  HtEE  OPTtOar 


IfSSSS 


ISTT:*  SAVE 

S<150 


ms  OPTION* 


VOUCHER  P«C£ 


*PREE  fl5McettofMrydfitoueBtaihheBHeeverdtil»waih«n 
Ask  for  details 


tUMjM 


CANNON  54on  Slot®  Sas  Cooker 

■ Available  in  Brown.  yrmrHFH  pbice 

■ Double  oven.  hb-a 

Model  CAMBERLEt  C ill 

W»  £779.99.  [lIRaO 

bvstwe  Pride  09939.  thJf  ULWf 


EXTRA  SAVING 


^23:100 


CAMCORDERS  ^ ^ 

SAVE  £3 00 


EXTRA  SAVING 

.-.-7'vr 


mm® 


* 


m 


Camera  with 
max  Super 

■ mj  i Digital  Zoom 

rfl/1 1m  I Model  DVJTd 
ITiTIJJ  I Was  £1599391 


SONY  d>  MM  HMI 


FREE  PRINTER 
WITH  THIS  PC 


_E  2120 


EXTRA  SAVil 


WasOSBMK 
Whs  £149939. 


|FREE 

I PRINTER 


...  ...■.I.OTS*'- 


LOWEST  EVER  PRICES  ON 
NINTENDO  64  GAME  PACKS 


LEISURE  TWoegeeki  eqeya Caahw 


lift  Mu  bdnttg 

MMnfieTftDNwr 

dPcabMUNfram 


2-GAME  PACK  lededra 
Mnadon-Oamde.  nreoHiHN 
tatPadPra*  VH  AJA 
CumttK  lada  Maamyiyi!*  *•  Jlte 
CadMatoiOtMil  lUlIt  ltt 
Suw  Uarto.  Tbtal  9epa«Sttng  Price  04491 
B NONIUS  HIBBT  HKE  OPTMT 


Only  Currys  bring  you  all  this . . 

I— ini  — rae  . '-J  ■ ■ 11  “ . ' ' _ " ' — 


Ldim 


EXTRA  SAVING 


ipi 

ligi  :i 


NEXT  DAY  DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS  A WEEK 


MASTtKCASE 


re :: 


=rf.iO? 


Whh  Onys  Premier  UVSWS 
Advantage  Account 


YEARS  TO  COPS  MODELS  L With  Onys  Premier 

Upto5yMiseapertstnnce  tWBS  Advantage  Account 

*For  OKeptional 

Agreement.  value,  eatiushe  advantage  of  any 

■PUB MTSoEST  FREE  OPTION  to  DSC  Retail  ud.  credit  offer  uvsfiore. 

WHBf  PURCHASED  WITH  ANY  Ask  for  details. 

product  ovanoa 
Ask  DKtore  for  details. 


ITT 


For  direct,  doorstep  dritvery; 
Freephone  0500  304304  or 
fax  01442  888145 

@am-5J0pm  MorvSa^- 

l0am-5pmSun). 

Delivery  charges  from  £325. 
Part  of  DSG  RefaHUtL 


BIGGER  STORES 
EVEN  MORE  CHOICE 


PUDL£Y<  MERRY  HILL 
PRESTON -BANGOR 
WORKINGTON- BURY 


^iiT 


Find  a tower  price  for  lha 
same  product  and  eflw 
complete,  new.  boxed  and 
In  stock  In  a local  shop 
within  7 days  of  purchase 
and  wen  mat*  It 


WE’LL  NEVER 


Cyrrys 

TT7HT7 


^ - fa  detaRsof  yoir  nearest  store.  . 

Wrttwi  cpjdtatnmfian  Cirrys,  Dept  Mk,  Heme!  Hempstead.  Hem  HP2  7TC. 
Cunys  am  licensed  credit  broken.  Ask  in-store  for  daails. 


ararfng  to  Hie  period  stated  wft  the  pfwhctSeenfUowft 
IfatfstoNC^ 

Price  of  MJ9J1 


2»dquil 

B9J9L«n 


hJZ 


IBS.TM 


Forbaevabzs£^ad<»tfin«Ki>psKE 
m.5d5tf!DSMlBftajMf{p»iCmp 
hNwAdimlageAcmanLll^tei^ 

Umbwk Avorr. Hand IlmqAleML Hrtr W2TO. , | I . oncdMcn^ you vih&dt oo payaens, Wtivnl 


■1 


SSM 


WATCH  OUT  FOR  OUR  VOUCHER  SPECIALS! 


m&m 


ORwjpSiSi-S,'; 


vw*NpifcBi^dad|rfRMpes4iya9lhOmbw«p. 
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CD  HI-FIS 

SAVE 
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‘It  is  goingjjo  beso  bnsy  wife  aU  those  awful  qncnesT 


m 


What  could  be  mazemagical  than  Christmas  at  - 
Disneyland*  Paris?  It's  fee  grand  finale  to  our  5 th 
Birthday  celebrations  and  American  Express  would 
like  to  give  you  a present  to  make  it  even  more  special 
Book  a Christmas  stay  between  8 November  and 
19  December  wife  file  American  Express  Card  and  ‘ 
we'll  give  you  free  upgrades  all  foe  way. 


•*.- — al ..  .■•=■- 


return. 


^ /iA\ 


/ ^ 


Fm»  FSst  Class  upgrade  on  Eurostat; 

U you  take  advantage  of  this  special . : 

offer  you'll  find  the  Hist  Class  , 

treatment  Begins  on  your  short  - 
journey  ffoin Wj-rterfoo  International  or  AshfoitL 
We'll  rail  oat  fee  red  carpet  wife  a free  upgrade  bo  First 
Qas&  taking  you  by.Castie  Service  direct  to  the  gates 
of  Disneyland  Paris-on  Eurostar  ^ 

FM  upgrade  to  four  star  accommodation. 

And  fee  Host  Cbss  treatment  continues  throughout 
your  stay;  as  youTl  also  have  a free  upgrade  to  one  of 
Disneyland  Paris'  two  premium  hotels.  Card  members 
will  have  an  exclusive  opportunity  to  stay  in  fee 
luxury  of  fee  tour  star  Hotel  New  York  or  Disneyland 
Hotel  fra-  fee  price  of  stays  at  Disneyland  Paris' 
mid-range,  hotels. , .... 


jnoce.  magical,  Service  Magique 
is  available  exclusively  to  all 


L ■ * ' 

h. 

Jg-  • {i'l i ; t 

1 * : • ?»  _ . - - 


* 


Christmas  tree,  an  enchanted  forest  of  white  pine 
trees,  carol  singers  and  daily  performances  of 
Mickey's  Christmas  Show. 

Wboden  soldiers,  snowmen,  famous  couples  from 
Disney  films  and,  of  course.  Father  Christmas  will  be 
taking  part  in  an  all  new  Christmas  parade  inspired  by 
Tchaikovsky’s  Nutcracker  Suite.  From  16  November 
there  will  also  be  the  brand  new 'Hercules  Happening' 
featuring  all  the  heros  and  villains  from  Disney's 


latest  adventure. 
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And  of  course  there  are 
all  fee  other  attractions 


that  make  Disneyland 


Paris  so  much  fun  all 


year  round.  There  are 


50  breathtaking  attractions  in  five  magical  Worlds 
for  you  to  explore:  nineteenth  century  Main  Street, 
USA;  western  Frontierland;  futuristic  Discovery  land; 
exotic  Adventureland  and  fairytale  Fantasy  land. 

Call  now  to  join  the  Christinas  v_..  _ 

celebrations.  :V> 

Reserve  your  places  at  the  5th 
birthday  Christmas  celebrations 
now,  using  fee  American  Express 
Card,  and  take  advantage  of  our  First 
Class  All  The  Way  offer. 

Visit  any  American  Express  Travel 
Service  Office  or  representative  or  call 
Disneyland  Paris  direct  on  the  number 
below  to  book  a stay  at  any  time  between  8 November 
and  19  December:  Simply  mention  that  you  wish  to 
take  advantage  of  the  American  Express  first  d are 
upgrades  on  Eurostar  and  at  your  hotel -or 
alternatively  just  the  hotel  if  you  wish  to  travel  by 
other  means.  Then  get  the  family  set  to  enjoy  a first 
dass  Christmas  present  you’ll  never  forget 
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Human  rights  to 
be  part  of  UK  law 

Citizens  will  have  redress  in  British  courts,  Richard  Ford  reports 


THE  TT™es  SATURDAY  OCTOBER25 1997 
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HUMAN  RIGHTS  are  to  be 
enshrined  in  British  law 
under  government  proposals 
published  yesterday  that  will 
allow  people  to  seek  redress  in 
UK  courts  rather  than  in  Eur- 
ope. Public  authorities  will 
have  to  operate  in  a way  that 
does  not  breach  the  European 
Convention  on  Human  Rights. 

The  move  is  expected  to  lead 
to  the  introduction  of  a judge- 
made  privacy  law,  a possibili- 
ty acknowledged  by  Jack 
Straw,  the  Home  Secretary, 
who  emphasised  that  it  would 
be  balanced  by  the  article  in 
the  convention  guaranteeing 
freedom  of  expression. 

People  who  believe  their 
rights  have  been  violated  will 
be  able  to  bring  legal  proceed- 
ings against  public  authori- 
ties, such  as  Government  and 
the  police.  But  the  Human 
Rights  Bill  does  not  give  the 
courts  power  to  “strike  down" 
existing  laws  where  they  con- 
flict with  the  convention. 

Instead,  where  there  is  a 
conflict.  Parliament  will  be 
able  to  amend  legislation  by 
positive  resolutions  in  both  the 
Commons  and  Lords.  If  the 
Government  refuses  to  change 
legislation,  an  individual  will 
still  be  able  to  take  the  case  to 
the  European  Court  of  Hu- 
man Rights  at  Strasbourg. 

Mr  Straw  told  a press  con- 
ference that  it  was  “an  historic 
day"  for  the  rights  of  the  Brit- 
ish people.  "It  is  the  first  time 


Jack  Straw  with  his  Human  Rights  Bill  yesterday 


since  1689  that  there  will  have 
been  a British  Bill  of  Rights.. 

“The  UK  had  a major  role  in 
drafting  the  convention  and 
was  the  first  to  ratify  it  in  1951. 
But  we  have  been  almost  alone 
in  Europe  in  not  incorporating 
it  into  our  own  law." 

Mr  Straw  said  that  the  Bill 
would  allow  citizens  to  enforce 
their  rights  against  public 
authorities  directly  in  the  UK 
courts  and  obtain  a remedy 
more  quickly  than  hitherto. 
Under  current  arrangements, 
it  takes  about  five  years  and 
costs  £30,000  for  a case  to  be 
heard  at  Strasbourg. 

The  18  articles  of  the  conven- 
tion include  a prohibition  on 


torture:  a ban  on  slavery  and 
farced  labour  the  right  to  a 
fair  trial;  a right  to  respect  for 
private  and  family  life;  free- 
dom of  thought  conscience 
and  religion;  freedom  of  ex- 
pression; freedom  of  assem- 
bly; the  right  to  marry;  and  a 
ban  on  discrimination. 

Under  the  Bill,  coincidental- 
ly published  on  the  day  that 
the  UK  lost  its  fiftieth  case  at 
Strasbourg,  the  UK  courts  will 
have  to  interpret  the  law  in 
line  with  the  convention  as  far 
as  possible.  Damages  award- 
ed to  individuals  are  likely  to 
be  in  the  region  of  between 
£5.000  and  E15.000. 

Ministers  introducing  legis- 


lation will  have  to  make  a 
declaration  that  the  measures 
comply  with  the  convention's 
central  provisions. 

But  legal  aid  mil  not  be 
available  far  those  bringing 
cases,  and  the  Government 
has  ruled  out  for  the  time 
being  the  creation  of  a Human 
Rights  Commission  thar 
would  assist  individuals  to 
bring  court  challenges.  . 

The  proposals  were  wel- 
comed by  crvfl  liberties  groups 
which  have  long  campaigned 
for  the  convention  to  be  incor- 
porated into  British  law.  Ben 
Emmerson,  a barrister  and 
editor  of  the  European  Hu- 
man Rights  Law  Review,  said: 
“For  the  first  time,  individuals 
will  have  a code  of  rights  that 
is  legally  enforceable  against 
the  State,  covering  issues  from 
ill-treatment  in  custody  to 
privacy  and  freedom  of 
expression." 

Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill,  a 
Liberal  Democrat  peer  and 
eminent  QC  was  delighted 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  300 
years,  a government  was  in- 
troducing a measure  “where 
our  civil  and  political  rights 
are  going  to  be  guaranteed  by 
out  own  system". 

Sir  Brian  Mawhirmey.  Shad- 
ow Home  Secretary,  attacked 
the  proposals,  saying  that 
judges  would  be  able  to  tell 
Parliament  what'laws  to  pass. 

The  1689  Bill  of  Rights,  deal- 
ing with  the  relationship  be- 


tween Crown  and  Parliament 
followed  the  invitation  to  Wil- 
liam of  Orange  and  his  wife 
Mary  to  accept  the  Throne  in 
place  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
James  II.  It  enacted  the  earlier 
Declaration  of  Rights  which 
set  out  the  liberties  established 
by  tiie  Glorious  Revolution  of 
1688.  declaring  illegal  the  arbi- 
trary use  of  royal  power,  and 
limited  the  succession  to  ex- 
clude Roman  Catholics. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
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years  wins  recompense 


A FORMER  psychiatric 
patient  is  to  receive  compensa- 
tion after  the  Government  was 
found  guilty  yesterday  of 
breaching  his  human,  rights 
by  detaining  him  for  three 
t even  after  he  was  free 
_ mental  illness. 

Hie  European  Court  of  Hu- 
man Rights  ruled  that  it  had 
been  wrong  to  hold  Stanley 
Johnson,  50,  in  Rampton  top 
security  hospital  after  he  was  * 
free  from  the  symptoms  of  .' 
mental  illness. 

Mr  Johnson,  from  Leicester,  • 
was  sent  to  the  Nottingham- 
shire hospital  in  1984  after 
being  convicted  of  assaulting  a 
woman  in  the  street  It  was  his 
fifth  conviction  for  assault  and 
he  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  schizophrenia  superim- 
posed on  a psychopathic 
personality. 

In  1989  the  Mental  Health  y. 
Review  Tribunal  was  fold  thai  * 
he  was  free  of  the  symptoms  m ' 
mental  illness  and  recom- 
mended his  release  to  a hostel. 
His  release  was  delayed  until 
a place  could  be  found.  But.  a 
year  later  he  was  still  in 
hospital  because  hostels  ob- 
jected to  his  history  of  alcohol 
abuse  and  attacks  on  women. 

In  September  1990  he  began 
a trial  leave  at  a less-secure 
psychiatric  hospital,  but  with: 
in  a few  weeks  was  returned  to 
i ton  after  he  assaulted 
another  patient  during  a -visit 
to  a public  house. 

The  Mental  Health  Review 
Tribunal  was  told  in  April  1991 
that  though  Mr  Johnson  was 
not  mentally  ill  he  was  likely 


KEY  BRITISH  DEFEATS  IN  EUROPE 


The  European  Convention  on  Human  Rights  _ 
adopted  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Second  World  War, 
came  into  force  in  1953.1116  UK  ratified  it  in  1951  but 
it  was  not  until  1966  that  British  citizens  were  given  the 
right  to  take  cases  to  the  European  Commission  of 
Human  Rights.  Since  then  Britain  has  suffered  a senes 
of  defeats  in  the  European  Court  with  for-reaching 
effects  on  press  freedom  and  corporal  punishment 

■ In  1979  the  Court  ruled  tiiat  the  British 
Government  had  been  wrongto  block  publication  in 
The  Sunday  Times  of  reports  about  children  whose 
mothers  had  taken  thalidomide  during  pr  egnancy. 

■ Birching  in  the  Isle  of  Man  was  ended  fn.1978 

after  aCourt  rating,  and  in  1982  the  Court  rated  against 
corporal  punishment  in  state  schools.  _ i 

■ May  1985:  three  women  from  Malawi  the 
Phihppuies  and  Sri  Lanka  successfully  challenged 
immigration  laws  that  denied  their  hnAanqs 
automatic  entry into  Britoin. 

■ Apifl  1988:  fockffler  Jimmy  Bqyte  won  a chum 

. that  letters  wcrernllawfnlUy  interfered  with  injalL 
. ■ October  1990:  three  se*  offenders  won  a rating 
forcing  ftrech&vpf 4he  way  lifoaenteaoe  prisonersare 
released  on&fewe  and  then  recalled.  ... 

■ 1995:  the  C&arfrnlcd  that  the  shooting  dead  of 

tiuec  IMA  bombers  by  the  S AS  in  Gibraltar  was  a 
.violation  of  their  human  rights  under  the 
Convention.  ' . . . 

■ Febrnaiy  1996;  the  Conrt  rules  that  the  Hdme 

Secretary  sbonldno  longer  have  the  power  to  detain 
chad  Jailers  indefinitely. 


to  "explode7’  if  he  began  using 
aloohoi  or  drugs,  and  that  he 
had  resisted  treatment  for  his 
difficulties  . with  intoxicants. 
His  release  was  again  delayed 
but  in  1993  he  was  discharged 
and  has  not  since  been  convict-: 
ed  of  any  crimes  or  relapsed 
into  mental  illness. 

Andrew  Bergman,  Mr 


Johnson's  solicitor,  said  that 
the  Government  would  have 
to  pay  compensation,  but  the 
amount  had  still  to  be  settled. 

“The  significance  is  not  only 
for  Mr  Johnson  but  also  for 
. other  people  who  are  in  this 
position  where,  tribunals  have 
said  they  should  move  on,"  he 
said.  : 


Do  you  have  a complaint 
against  this  newspaper? 

If  you  have  a complaint  about  any  item  in  this  newspaper  which  concerns  inaccuracy, 
harassment,  intrusion  or  discrimination,  write  to  our  editor  about  it 

If  you  remain  dissatisfied  please  contact  the  Press  Complaints  Commission  - an 
independent  organisation  established  to  uphold  an  editorial  Code  of  Practice  for 
the  Press.  This  newspaper  will  abide  by  their  decision. 

•J 

Press  Complaints  Commission  I Salisbury  Square,  London  EC4Y  8AE 
Telephone:  0171  353  1248  Fax:  0171  353  8355 
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Girls’ 
pop  out 

with  the 
wives 

ByShikley  English 

WHILE  Commonwealth 
leaders  were  engaged  in 
bilateral  meetings  yester- 
day morning,  their  wives 
went  shopping:  -' 

g Delegations  departed 
from  hotels,  accompanied 
by  their  female' police  es- 
corts,. known  as  the 
“S  pease  Girls"  to  browse 
around  shops  in  Princes 
Street  or  take  in  a few  of 
die  sights,  the  favourite 
being  Edinburgh  Castle. 

With  free  tune  at  a 
premium  in  a schedule 
bristling  with  official  din- 
ners and  social  engage- 
ments, tbere  was  a short 
panic  when  Grace  Mu- 
gabe, die  -wife  of  the 
Zimbabwean  President, 
was  grounded  at  the  Sher- 
aton Hotel  by  her  “Spouse 
Girl".  Mrs  Mugabe  was 
told  she  could  not  take  her 
six-month-old  son  in  the 
car  without  a baby  seat 
One  was  duly  summoned. 

One  spouse,  whom 
police  ‘ refused  to  name, 
chose  not  to  brave  the  dull 
Scottish  weather  and  got  a 
department  store,  to  come . 
to  heir.  She  bought  a.coat: 

- Three  of  the  wives,  how- 
ever, had  official  engage- 
ments. Cherie  Blair,  the - 
Prime  Minister's  wife, 
and  Bumm  Anyaoku,  the 
wife  of  die  Common- 
weahh  Secretary-General,  . 
opened  the  Common- 
wealth Family  Festival  at 
Princes  Street  gardens. . 

A couple  ofblocks  away, 
Graga  Madid  was  mak- 
ing her  debut  in  Scotland 
as  the  official  companion 
to  President  Mandela  at 
an  art  competition  prize- 
giving  for  Commonwealth 
children. 

Mrs  MacheE  widow  of  a 
Mozambican  President;  : 
had  insisted  she  would  not 
have  come  if  it  werenota . 
working  visit.  Over  the  ; 
next ’few  days,  she.  wfll 
attend  raedhigs  owfand-r 
urines  and  dddreaW  ' 
rights.  Shopping  and: ■ 
sight-seeing  were  riot  on 
her  agenda,  die  said.  . 


‘new  Britain’  to 


TO  the  strains  of  bongo  music 
and  the  flickering' of  a grant 
video  screen  Tony  Blair  yester- 
day welcomed  more  than  SO 
CcHnmon wealth  leaders  to 
what  he  called  a new  young 
Britain  that  Was  modem,  ere 
terprising,  outward  •"  and 
compassionate. 

He  told  presidents  and 
prime  ministers  at  the  Com- 
monwealth opening  ceremony 
that  in  Britain  the  elite  was 
finished.  There  was  a new 
identity.  "The  new  Britain  is  a 
meritocracy  where  we  break 
down  the  barriers  of  class, 
religion,  race  and  culture."  He 
said  Britain’s  aim  now.  was  to 
combine  a creative  modem  . 
economy,  able  to  compete  in. 
the  global  market  with  a 
.decent  one-nation  society. 
Britain  was  to  be  a country 
"for  all  the  people,  not  a 
privileged  few". 

His  remarks  followed  an 
extraordinary  video  and !. 
music  and  dance  display,  in 
which  even  the  national  an- 
them had  a jazzy  twang.  The 
Quest  and  national  leaders 
looked  on  bemused  as  a slick 
promotional  video'  extolled 
Britain's  hi-tech  achievements 
and  raced  through  its  econom- 
ic recovery.  - 

Even  the  Queen's  position 
as  head  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  introduced  with  shots  of 
her  through  her  reign  travel-, 
ling  to  fer-off  lands  and  watch- 


Labour  unveils 
global  blueprint 
report:  Michael 
Bjjqyonand 
JiH  Sherman 


ing  exotic  ceremonies.  "My 
goodness,  I have  been  busy," 
the  Queen  remarked  as  she 
rose7  to  make  her  first-ever 
speech  to  the  Commonwealth. 
Laughter  and  loud  applause 
greeted  the  royal  joke. 

. Faying  effusive  tribute  to 
the  Commonwealth's  purpose 
andyalue,  the  Queen  said  that 
its  real  soul  was  provided  by 
its  people.  It  was  they  who  ran 
nongovernmental  organisa- 
tions and  gave  a helping  hand 
to  the  side  or  unemployed. 
"The  more  foe  activities  of  the 
Commonwealth  bring  direct 
benefits  to  its  peoples,  foe 
stronger  the  organisation  will 
be."  She  firmly  believed  in  its 
-purpose:  foe  promotion  of 
democracy,  the  pursuit  of 
prosperity  through  trade  and 
development  and  foe  building 
of  consensus. 

AD  three  will  be  fo  e main 
points  of  foe  weekend  agenda, 
and  some. tpugh  talk  began 
last  night  on  human  rights. 


mm 


President  Mandela  and  President  Bandaranaike 
Kmnaxatnnga  of  Sri  Lanka  at  the  talks  yesterday 


trade  and  foe  challenge  of 
globalisation.  Chief  Emeka 
Anyaoku,  foe  Commonwealth 
Secretary-  General,  appeared 
to  warn  this  globalised  new 
Commonwealth  that  all  this 
could  marginalise  small  devel- 
oping members.  In  his  open- 
ing speech,  he  told  Mr  Blair 
and  others  that  an  intemation- 
‘ al  underclass  had  emerged, 
and  it  had  been  created  by 
globalisation. 

As  the  leaders  met,  Ken 
Wrwa,  the  son  of  the  hanged 
Nigerian  Ogonl  activist,  Ken 
Saio-Wiwa,  joined  other  dem- 
onstrators in  denouncing  as  a 
sell-out  foe  Commonwealth's 
compromise  to  delay  sanc- 
tions on  Nigeria  for  another 
year. 

Mr  Wiwa,  a freelance  jour- 
nalist in  London,  said  thai  he 
felt  betrayed  by  foe  Common- 
wealth and  knew  that  he  could 
not  rely  on  h. 

African  leaders  at  the 
summit  defended  the  package 
proposed  by  a ministerial 
action  group,  insisting  that 
tough  new  sanctions  or  the 
immediate  expulsion  of  Nige- 
ria could  provoke  a new  coup 
by  junior  officers,  destabili- 
sing the  country  and  provok- 
ing civil  war. 

A senior  African  politician 
from  foe  group  said:  "This 
would  make  foe  Sierra  Leone 
coup  look  like  a picnic." 

Nigeria  scored  a point  with 
the  announcement  of  a peace 
plan  for  Sierra  Leone  that  it 
has  brokered  in  neighbouring 
Guinea.  This  proposes  an 
immediate  ceasefire,  foe 
demobilisation  of  armed 
groups,  control  of  the  country 
by  a Nigerian-led  West  Afri- 
can peacekeeping  force  and 
the*  return  in  six  months  of 
Ahmad  Kabbah,  foe  ousted 
President  Britain  and  the  rest 
of  foe  Commonwealth  were 
seeking  more  details  of  the 
accord. 

□ Guyana  aid:  Britain  last 
night  announced  a £3  million 
grant  to  help  to  manage  a 
rainforest  in  Guyana.  It  will 
.pay  for  the  policing  and  con- 
servation of  more  than 
890,000  acres  of  jungle. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
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JEFF  UTFCHEUL /REUTERS 
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An  Amnesty  International  portrait  of  Ken  Saro-Wrwa,  the  dissident  executed  by 
Nigeria  in  1995.  dominates  an  Edinburgh  street  as  Commonwealth  leaders  meet 


Mandela 
sidesteps 
Libya  row 

By  Our  Foreign  Staff 


PRESIDENT  MANDELA 

of  Sooth  Africa  said  yester- 
day that  he  would  not  use  his 
visit  to  the  Commonwealth 
summit  to  mediate  in  the 
four-year  dispute  between 
Libya  and  the  governments  of 
Britain  and  America. 

He  did  say  be  would  meet 
relations  of  those  Britons 
killed  in  the  1988  Lockerbie 
bombing,  an  attack  that  is 
blamed  on  two  Libyan 
agents. 

The  President  arrived  in 
Edinburgh  for  the  meeting 
after  talks  with  Colonel 
M Dammar  Gaddafi  the  Lib- 
yan leader,  on  the  protracted 
dispute  with  the  West,  which 
is  demanding  the  extradition 
of  the  two  suspects. 

The  South  African  leader 
was  late  for  the  summit 
opening,  arriving  after  the 
Queen.  “Hello,  Tony,  how 
are  yon?"  he  boomed  at  the 
approaching  Prime  Minis- 
ter. Together,  he  and  Mr 
Blair  moved  inside  and,  as 
they  neared  the  Queen.  Mr 
Mandela  called  out:  "I'm 
terribly  sorry.  Your  Majesty, 
that  I'm  late."  He  was  re- 
warded with  a wide  smile  and 
a chat 
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YOU  CHOOSE  - OFFERS  1,2  OR  3,  PLUS  4 OR  5 
THERE'S  SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE! 
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Oh  British  Midland 

The  AMmc  for  Europe 


The  GM  Card  helped 
BiLl  afford  a new  car. 

Now  weVe  helping  him" with 
another  set  of,  wheels- , 

mites  better  • ^ 

W saved  £2300  oh  a'new.v*wthaH  thanks  to  his  6M  Card.  And  now  he*  looking  forward  to  another  great  saving 
- on  a dlfferen  t set  of  wheels.  Because  our  cut-price  British  Mdsnd  flight  offer  gave  Bifl  a choice  of  18  destinations 
: with  flights  costing  as  little  as. £50  (BUI  went  for  Pans;  but  then  heS  always  been  a romantic-  you  might  prefer 

i Brustete  orArnsterdam’).  . ^ , 

■ Ybur- November  statement  has  more  details.  And  if  you're  not  a GM  Cardholder,  return  the  coupon  for  a GM  Card 
. Application  Form' of.caU  034S  462  777  quoting  GB7.  Hurry  though.  Or  you’ll  miss  your  flight 

Get  cut-price  British,  Midland  flights  when  you  S|«nd^£4Mj>^  m^^^your  Card. 

TSIe  Mf«*WMissnuM)iher  mtete : 1 — ?ufrtjme 


All  carpets  £9.56  sq.m.  (£7.99  sq.yd.)  and  over3  come  with 
FREE  FITTING  when  you  spend  £200  or  more.** 


Spend  £500  or  more  for  5 years  INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT 
with  nothing  more  than  a 15%  deposit  to  pay  until  Easter  1998.* 


For  each  £2  you  spend  you  get  1 mile  (minimum 
spend  £500)a  so  by  spending  just  £1,000  you 
could  FLY  London  to  Paris  and  back  for  FREE!^ 


All  our  quality  woven  Axminsters  and  Wiltons  £23.91  sq.m. 

(£19.99  sq.yd.)  and  over3  come  with  FREE  UNDERLAY.1- 

50%OFF» 

You’ll  find  a wide  selection  of  quality  carpets,  rugs  and  beds  many  now 
at  HALF  PRICE,  as  well  as  hundreds  of  other  great  savings  in-store. 


FITTING  FOR  CHRISTMAS  STILL  AVAILABLE! 

Allied  carpets 


3d  Years  of  Inspirational  Choices  for  your  Home 


For  your  nearest  Allied  Carpets  ring  FREBy\GES©0800 H31 1S2 

£200  - £498  fa1 1 8 mote®  Urns!  toe  cmfl.  £500  or  am  to  5 yean  rtHBGi  Irae  oatt  ntti  payments  temd  UftE  April  1 938.  typical  example.  Puretasu  price  ESOO.  Depostt  £80  [10K|. 

« ma*s-  W pHaw  net*  CSX.  WAPRThe  nunbwd  monte  by  «Hdi  paymenB  ara  deferred  corauwards  «s  Ires  cmfl  pamLM  owR  OflKS  Sut^toaatA  Wdllenqumafions 
gate  ftan  wg  aarad  oaca  /Ufed  Caipete.  Otpfcrgion  gig  tUQ.  »tc  an>  ican»ad  U9(B  Alt  msa-gg  Bbq  craia  cswiOi  ta  aaad  irt  eonpmclion  tih  Irae  fcaog  dt  Air  tees  ofere- 
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Fresh  fields  are  ripe 
for  Amis  to  harvest 


WCHARD YOUNG 


IT  was  at  dinner  the  other 
night  that  I realised  that  even 
some  New  Yorkers  talk  about 
Martin  Amis  all  the  rime. 

I was  dining  at  Theodore,  a 
natty  new  restaurant  on  the 
fringes  of  the  Chelsea  district, 
and,  hard  as  I tried.  I could 
not  get  Mr  Amis  off  the 
conversational  menu. 

Do  not  misunderstand.  No- 
body at  the  table  actually 
liked  his  oeuvre,  with  one 
lady  — a stylish  teacher  of 
English  at  the  Brearfey 
School.  New  York's  equiva- 
lent of  Roedean  — even  using 
the  word  "rubbish"  to 
describe  the  last  Amis  book 
she  had  read. 

“Do  you  teach  him  to  your 
girls?"  I asked,  mischievous- 
ly. "Certainly  not."  she  re- 
plied. stiffening  momentarily. 
“1  teach  literature.  Mr  Amis 
may  have  The  Information 
but'  he  does  not  have  the 
knowledge," 

All  present,  however,  were 
intrigued  by  one  thing.  Mr 
Amis  had  declared  recently 
that  he  might  soon  abandon 
London  and  come  to  live  in 
New  York.  All  at  the  table 


TUNKU  VARADARAJAN’S 


NEW  YORK 


wondered  why.  Was  their  dty 
a better  place  for  a novelist 
than  London?  After  ail.  as  the 
English  teacher  pointed  out. 
history  shows  that  London  is 
more  fecund  by  far  when  it 
comes  co  producing  literature. 

We  talked  about  this.  To- 
day’s 1 ondon,  it  was  agreed, 
had  Julian  Bames,  Peter 


Ackroyd.  Amis  Himself  and 
Salman  Rushdie  {who,  al- 
though now  of  no  fixed  ad- 
dress. was  deemed  to  be  a 
"London  writer”).  Who  is  the 
New  York  novelist  today? 
Only  Norman  Mailer,  and  he 
is  not  now  young. 

"But  New  York  has  much 
better  dentists  than  London." 


Liz  Taylor  to  rescue 


FRANK  PERINO'  a blind 
man  from  Long  Island,  is 
making  substantial  progress 
in  his  crusade  to  get  Britain 
to  change  its  rules  about 
putting  visting  guide-dogs  in 
quarantine.  Me  rang  me  last 
month,  saying  that  he  had 
had  to  cancel  “ a holiday  of  a 


lifetime " to  London  because 
he  would  not  be  able  to  enter 
the  country  with  Timber,  his 
"eyes".  I wrote  about  his 
plight  in  this  column,  and 
now  Elizabeth  Taylor,  no  less, 
has  given  him  her  support, 
writing  that  the  rules  are  an 
affront  to  a civilised  society. 


said  my  friend,  Ellen  Wag- 
ner. Who  works  with  the 
Muppet  Show.  Clearly,  the 
Great  Teeth  Debate  is  not 
now  confined  to  “skanky" 
London —as  Mr  Amis  recent- 
ly described  it  — but  has 
readied  the  Big  Apple  too. 

The  dinner-table  jury  was, 
in  the  end,  split  on  “New  York 
versus  London*’.  One  person 
said:  "Listen.  Alois's  Thing*  is 
tile  triumph  of  style  over 
content,  so  this  city  would  be 
perfect  for  him.  Look  around 
you.  New  York  is  tike  Amis 
. . . self-referential,  over- 
blown, aggravating,  clever. " 

“You  mean,  of  course,  that 
Amis  is  like  New  York,”  I 
pointed  out  gently,  trying  to 
put  matters  in  the  right 
perspective.  “True,  true."  she 
agreed,  somewhat  chastened. 
But  thankfully,  she  carried 
on:  "Whatever  one  thinks  of 
his  work,  and  it  is  uneven. 
Amis  is  a writer  of  gnat 
energy.  It’s  a very  New  York 
kind  of  energy." 

Who  knows,  he  may  even 
write  a New  York  Fields  here 
one  day.  Personally,  l hope  he 
will. 


Checking 

upon 

Chekhov 


New  Yorkers  have  had 
occasion  for  a philo- 
sophical meditation  on  the 
meaning  of  die  word  “lost" . 
Harper's  magazine  features 
on  its  cover  the  daim  feat  it  is 
publishing  “Nine  Lost  Sto- 
ries” by  An  ton  Chekhov,  the 
Russian  writer.  Bang  some 
thing  of  a Cbekheyista.  I 
grabbed  the  magazine  and 
read  the  superb  stories. 

But  were  they  "lost*?  The 
translator,  Peter  Constantine, 
had  encountered  them  in  the 
New  York  Public  library, 
tucked  away  in  obscure  Rus- 
sian journals  from  the  last 
century.  He  promptly  trans- 
lated them,  thereby  “discover- 
ing” them.  Am  I the  only  one 
to  detect  a touch  of  “Christo- 
pher Columbus  and  Ameri- 
ca" in  this  story? 


Chekhov:  masterpieces 
in  obscure  journals 


Palmer,  who  runs  CNN's 
New  York  bureau.  He 
brought  bis  fiancee  Dana 
Cowin,  the  elegant  editor-in- 
chief  of  Food  & Wine  maga- 
zine; the  foodies'  table.  If  only 
I’d  known,  dinner  might 
have  been  more  edible: 


A good  name 
for  dropping 


Martin.  Amis  and  partner  Isabel  Fonseca  are 
considering  a move  from  London  to  New  York 


As  a rule,  one  does  not 
entertain  at  borne  in 
New  York.  This  is  because 
during  rooms  are  small, 
kitchens  smaller  and  good 
restaurants  abundant  But 
there  Is  another  reason:  one 
can  never  be  sure  about  just 
who  is  coming  to  dinner. 

Last  week  I arranged  a 
supper,  and  invited  Barclay 


JUST  as  John  Ruskin  avoid- 
ed walking  past  Keble  Coll- 
ege at  Oxford,  regarding  it  as 
too  ugly.  I tty  not  to  stroll  past 
the  UN  headquarters  here. 
The  other  day , I had  no 
choice.  But  my  gloom  was 


lifted  when  / sow  a street-sign 
there. 


now  out-ofdate.  It 
said:  “ Nelson  arid  Winnie 
Mandela  Comer.  Has  any- 
one told  Grapa  Machel? 
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Autumn 


A wide  range  of  Spring  flowering  bulbs 
and  pre-packed  shrubs 


eg.  Tulip  Value  Bag, 
25  mixed  garden  tulips 

£2.99 


EXCLUSIVE 

Champion  Garden  Shredder 
1800  Watt. 


eg.  Bridal  Wreath  Spiraea 
X Arguta,  16”  (approx.), 
spring  flowering  shrub 

£3.99 


Qualcast  Turbovac  1100 
Garden  Vacuum 


*6 


.99 


Black  Dustbin 
3 cubic  ft. 


*149 


Shire  6*  x 4’ 
Shiplap  Treated 
garden  shed 


Half  Price 

Do  It  AU  Plastic  Leaf  Rake 

Was  £12.99  Now  £6.49 


£2  OFF 

Assembled  Outdoor 
Yard  Broom 

Was  £9.99 
Now  £7.99 


m 


Ladies  (medium)  and 
Mens  Quality 
Garden  Gloves 

Was  £4.99 
Now  £3.99 


DO  IT  ALL 

LETS  Do  Up  BRITAIN! 


Pack  of  10 

Garden  Sacks 

Was  £1.99  Now  £1.69 


DO  IT  ALL  HELPLINE  Fr^p  help  and  advice  7 days  a week  0800  43G  43C 
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to  svaUaMDly.  Selected  plant  Bros  svaSaUe  In  some  stores  only,  pioaso  catt  Hatpfine  far 


Hopes  soar  for 
first  supersonic 
pumpkin  flight 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


NOW  that  Britain's  Thrust 
SSC  supersonic  car  has  en- 
tered the  reebrd  bodes  as  the 
fastest  vehicle  on  land,  there 
appears  to  be  open  season  on 
breaking  the  sound  barrier  a- 
group  of  Americans  is  trying 
to  send  a pumpkin  spinning 
through  die  air  at  Mach  1. 

For  more  than  a decade,  the 
arcane  art  of  pumpkin  throw- 
ing — or  punkin*  chunkin’  — 
has  attracted  an  eclectic  and 
eccentric  group  to  the  World 
Championships 1 in  Lewes. 
Delaware.  This  -year,  howev- 
er, a group  of  five  seff-styfcd 
“high-tech  rednecks”  from 
Morton,  Illinois.. tb^ 
ed  world  cjTampibn®s3*ymg 
to  punch  the  vegetable  fester 
than  the  speed  of  sound. 

- For  weeks,  they  have  been 
practising  for  the  Hallowe’en 
event  in  the  rolling  cornfields 
around  Morton,  a town  which 
supplies  80  per  cent  of  Ameri- 
ca's canned  pumpkin  and  calls 
itself  the  pumpkin  capital  of 
the  world. 

. At  the  heart  of  tile  record- 
breaking  attempt  is  an  18-ton. 
100ft  cannon  made  of  ten-inch- 
dBameter  plastic  pipe.  The 
machine,  powered  by  com- 
pressed air  and  mounted  on 
an  old  cement  mixer,  will  be 
tethered  to  a school  bus  for  the 
trip  to  Delaware  in  a fortnight. 
The  $3,000  (£1,860)  Aludium 


Q36  Pumpkin  Modulator, 
named  after  a cartoon  gun 
that  was  used  to  destroy 
Earth,  has  set  a world  record 
for  distance,  flinging  a pump- 
kin 2,710ft  at  more  than 
600mph.  ■ 

The  only  question  is  wheth- 
er the  gourd  can  survive  its 
supersonic  trip  or  will  merely 
disintegrate  in  flight  Matt 
Parker,  28.  a Morton  business- 
man. who  is  leading  the  team, 
is  certain  their  efforts  will  be 
successful.  “1  know  we  can  do 
it  and  I cannot  wait  to  hear  the 
crack  when  the  pumpkin 
readies  the  speed  of  sound." 
he  said,  "it  will  not  be  like  a jet 
because  of  its  mass,  but  it  is 
certainly  going  to  make  a 
noise  for  all  of  us." 

Fbr  the  past  II  years,  a 
varied  assortment  of  contrap- 
tions has  been  dragged  to 
Lewes  to  vie  for  bragging 
rights  in  a collection  of  pump- 
kin-tossing categories,  includ- 
ing human-powered,  centri- 
fugal. catapult  and  air 
cannon. 

Derived  from  an  anvil- 
throwing game  once  played  on 
the  Delaware  coast  the  rules 
of  die  modem  contest  are 


* 


dear.  Pumpkins  must  weigh 
mas. 


between  eight  and  ten  pour 
should  leave  the  machine  in- 
tad  and  may  not  be  propelled 
by  explosives, 


PRIZE  DRAW 
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for  Riviera’s 


AHUNDRED  and  forty  years 
after  Empress  Alexandra 
turned  Cote  d'Azur  into  the 
hohd^r  destination  of  choice 
for  Russia's  ruling  class,  a 
fresh  Russian  colonisation  of 
the  Riviera  is  under  way  by 
tourists,  newly  wealthy  busi- 
oessmen  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  mafia  barons 
and  even,  if  local  rumour  is  to 
be  believed.  President  Yeltsin 
himself.  ■ 

Last  August  the  sale  of  the 
Chateau  de  la  Garoupe  at  Cap 
d ’Antibes  unleashed  a flood  of 
speculation  that  the  Russian 
leader  had  followed  in  Tsarist 
footsteps  by  purchasing  one  of 
most  beautiful  properties  on 
the  French  Mediterranean. 

Officially,  the  ch&teau  was 
bought  for  Fr55  million  (£5.7 
million)  by  an  international 
property  consortium,  but  both 
the  local  newspaper.  Nice- 
Malin.  and  Le  Point,  the 
French  financial  weekly,  re- 


The  Kremlin  may 
now  be  plotting  a 


new  invasion  of 


France,  reports 


Ben  Marintyre 


DE.  LA 


GAROUPE 


ported  that  Mr  Yeltsin,  his 
daughter  Tatyana  Dyachen- 
ko, or  "Russian  businessmen 
close  to  the  President"  were 
behind  the  purchase. 

The  rumour  gained  further 
weight  last  week  when  a' 
member  of  the  aristocratic 
English  family  that  had 
owned  the  chateau  since  1906 
wrote,  in  the  magazine  Coun- 
try Life,  of  her  fears  that  the 
Russian  President  might  ne- 
glect the  estate  and  “leave  the 


ancient  oEve  trees  unpruned" 
Russian  officials  have  denied 
the  reports  and.  indeed,  if  it 
could  . be  proved ' that  Mr 
Yeltsin  had  bought  himself 
such  an  expensive  French 
property  the  political  fallout  in 
Russia  would  be  disastrous. 

Yet  the  story  persists,  and 
the  estate  agents  and  residents 
of  Cap  ^d’Antibes  firmly 
believe  that  the  magnificent 
cMleau  and  its  25-acre 
garden,  once  rented  by  the 
likes  of  Aristotle  Onassis  and 
Cole  Porter,  has  been  bought 
by  someone  inside  the 
Kremlin. 

The  belief  that  Mr  Yeltsin 
has  become  a property  owner 
on  the  Cote  d'Azur  may  be 
based  more  on  supposition 
than  fact,  but  it  reflects  die 
massive  recent  migration  to 
the  area  of  former  Soviet 
politicians  and  nouveau  riche 
Russian  tycoons  — some  en- 
tirely legitimate,  and  others 
whose  wealth  is  • more 
dubious. 

The  first  influx  of  Russians 
to  the  French  Riviera  in  the 
18505  was  followed  by  a sec- 
ond wave  of  White  Russians  at 
tiie  start  of  this  century,  Since 
tfie  collapse  of  communism,  a 
home,  or  at  least  a holiday,  an 
the  C6te  d’Azur  has  again 
become  a supreme  mark  of 
status  in  Russia. 

A . former  official  in  die 
Soviet  foreign  Ministry  is 
said  to  have  bought  two  villas 
near  Nice  for  FrSO  million. 


Empress  Alexandra,  an  < 
buffi  a church  in  Nice  for  the! 
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while  a former  Russian  lawyer 
turned  petrol  magnate  and  a 
former  Soviet  atomic  engineer 
are  reported  to  have  acquired 
a residence  at  Cap  d’Antibes, 
through  a Luxembourg 
company. 

Every  year  since  1992  it  is 
estimated  that  Russians  have 
bought  up  50  properties  in  the 
area  worth  more  than  half  a 
millibn  pounds  each.  . 

“They  axe  among  my  best 
customers,"  * observes  Pierre 
Duchesne,  an  estate  agent  at 
Cap  d’Antibes  who  is.  by 
coincidence,  handling  the  sale 
of  a large  property  that  once 
belonged  to  the  Romanovs. 

.At  the  Nferesco,  the  most 
famous  hotel  on  the  seafront 
Promenade  des  Anglais  in 
Nice,  menus  are  printed  in 
Cyrillic  and  staff  have  been 
trained,  to  speak  Russian. 
While  the  most  lavish  million- 
aire usually  stays  only  a few 
days  in  the  NCgresco,  Russian 


The  sale  of  Chateau  de  la  Garoupe  has  unleashed  rumours  that  someone  in  the  Kremlin,  perhaps  President  Yeltsin,  below  right  is  the  buyer 


visitors  stay  an  average  of  two 
weeks,  according  to  the 
manager. 

The  wealth  of  the  so-called 
“Nouveaux  Emirs" of  the  C6te 
d'Azur  is  legendary.  A Rus- 
sian businessman  called  last 
summer  to  book  a room  in  one 
of  the  region's  most  expensive 
holds,  but  insisted  he  did  not 
want  any  other  Russians  in 
the  place.  He  was  politely  told 
that  this  would  not  be  possible 
unless  he  booked  the  entire 


hotel . So  he  did.  It  was 
precisely  such  extravagance 
that  made  the  first  Russian 
visitors  to  the  C6te  d'Azur  so 
welcome. 

Empress  Alexandra,  widow 
of  Nicholas  I.  found  that  there 
was  nowhere  in  Nice  large 
enough  for  her  Russian  Ortho- 
dox courtiers  to  worship  and 
so  built,  at  her  expense,  the 
vast  St  Nicholas  Cathedral, 
the  largest  church  of  that  faith 
outside  Russia  and  one  of  the 


city's  finest  landmarks.  But 
while  the  estate  agents  and 
waiters  of  Nice  may  be  only 
too  delighted  by  the  generous 
new  arrivals,  French  police 
are  increasingly  concerned 
that  the  Russian  mafia  is 
simultaneously  spreading  its 


tendrils  through  the  regton. 

he  form 


Gangsters  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union  are  weO  estab- 
lished across  the  border  in 
Italy  and  the  combination  of 
drugs  money,  property  specu- 


lation. casinos  and  wide- 
spread corruption  along  the 
southern  coast  of  France  have 
made  it  an  obvious  target  for 
organised  crime. 

In  addition  to  real  estate, 
wealthy  Russians  have  also 
begun  to  buy  up  other  busi- 
nesses in  southern  France 
such  as  restaurants,  import- 
export  operations  and  distill- 
eries. Police  suspect  that  such 
investments  are  often  simply  a 
cover  for  money-laundering. 
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Where  being  foreign  means 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 

J At-  I Tehran 


Anthony  Loyd  in  Algiers  reports 
how  Islamic  militants  target 
the  bearers  of  an  alien  culture 


JEW-PAULPauSSgH/ REUTERS 


THE  children's  choral  greet- 
i ng  to  foreign  journalists  at  the 
edge  of  the  Algerian  capital’s 
Casbah  loses  much  of  its 
initial  suggestion  of  joyful 
exuberance  what  translated 
from  Arabic.  "You're  going  to 
die.  you're  going  to  die.-  they 
repeat  as  a smiling  mantra. 

The  winter  haunt  of  Eu- 
rope's bright  

young  things 
during  the  1920s  w 1JXZ& 
and  1930s  until  we' 

Cairo  became 
more  fashion-  glaSSd 

able.  Algeria  has  , 

become 'a  virtual  are  Q 

no-go  zone  for  y/eStei 

foreigners.  Tar- 
geted by  funda-  been  1 
mentalist  ter- 
rorists,  more 
than  200  have  been  killed  in 
five  years,  and  Foreign  Office 
advice  to  those  who  must 
travel  there  is  gloomy:  "British 
nationals  who  cannot  avoid 
travel  to  Algiers  should  have 
substantial  armed  protection 
at  all  times;  however,  this  is  no 
guarantee  of  their  safety." 

It  has  become  a land  where 
even  locals  have  been  mur- 
dered for  as  little  as  wearing 
glasses,  a prop  deemed  to  be  a 
sign  of  Western  corruption  by 
the  Armed  Islamic  Group,  the 
GIA.  and  its  supporters. 

The  British  Embassy,  which 
despite  its  garden  is  a mini- 
Alcatraz  of  razor-wired  walls 


C Local  people 
wearing 
glasses,  which 
are  deemed 
Western,  have 
been  killed  9 


in  the  centre  of  the  capital,  has 
four  heavily  armed  members 
of  the  special  forces  for  each  of 
the  three  resident  diplomats. 
Working  in  offices  sealed  by 
vault-like  doors  in  a com- 
pound within  a compound,  the 
three  are  protected  by  a con- 
centration of  more  security 
resources,  including  electronic 

surveillance, 

bullet  and  blast 
people  proofing,  than 

^ _ any  other  British 

embassy.  "Our 
Which  basic  advice  to 

. foreigners  is  to 

zmea  leave,”  says 

i have  Francois  Gor- 

l,  nave  don  ^ 

Ued  ? sador,  “and 

____ „ preferably  busi- 

nessmen should 
not  come  at  all."  A year  into 
his  posting,  the  ambassador  is 
the  latest  guardian  of  the 
British  diplomatic  representa- 
tion in  Algeria,  a tradition  that 
stretches  back  to  the  I6th 
century,  when  the  first  consul 
was  established  to  buy  the 
freedom  of  Christian  slaves 
seized  by  Islamic  pirates.  One 
enterprising  Barbary  corsair 
had  conducted  his  trade  as  far 
away  as  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  burning  villages  and 
seizing  their  inhabitants  for 
the  North  African  markets. 
Most  European  slaves  were 
captured  sailing  on  the  Medi- 
terranean. 


A security  police  officer  patrols  the  Algiers  Casbah  during  voting  in  the  country's  first  local  elections  in  seven  years 


Security  for  the  foreign  jour- 
nalists arriving  in  the  capital 
is  so  heavy  as  to  make  the 
threat  almost  abstract.  Armed 
plainclothes  police  grab  you  at 
the  airport  before  you  have 
even  walked  the  distance  from 
the  aircraft  to  the  terminal 
building,  escorting  you  to  a 
hotel  ringed  by  soldiers  and 
gendarmes.  The  escort  re- 


mains with  you  whatever  your 
destination.  Even  a journey 
out  of  the  building  to  buy  some 
cigarettes  involves  a three- 
man  guard  riding  shotgun. 

The  police  and  their  pistols 
are  replaced  by  a posse  of  sol- 
diers with  assault  rifles  for  a 
trip  to  die  entrance  of  die 
Casbah,  a hotbed  of  GIA 
support  whose  centre  seems 


lost  even  to  the  army.  The 
chance  for  spontaneous  inter- 
views is  diluted  to  say  the 
least 

The  ambassador  does  not 
believe  the  Level  of  the  security 
for  the  media  is  unrealistic  "If 
ten  of  you  went  out  in  different 
directions  alone  one  morning 
to  work  unescorted,  the  odds 
are  rather  heavily  against  you 


all  returning  safely  at  die  end 
of  the  day."  he  says. 

Despile  the  risk  more  than 
400  Brush  citizens  remain  in 
Algeria,  most  of  them  working 
for  tiie  hydro-carbon  industry 
and  living  in  protected  bases 
in  the  Sahara  to  the  south: 
Others  have  work  that  puts 
them  at  extreme  risk  along  the 
coast. 
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Father  .John  Macwilliam 
has  probably  the  most  difficult 
jpb  far  a foreigner-  He  is  the 
only  British  priest  in  the 
country.  A member  of  the 
White  Fathers,  a Roman  Cath- 
olic order  founded  in  Algiers 

in  1868,  he  has  lived  among  the 

Muslim  population  for  tile 
past  two  years.  He  is  trying  to 
reopen  a house  for  the  order  in 
Tm  CJuzou.  east  of  Algiers. 

It  was’  closed  at  flie’end  of 
1994  when  the-  four  .prfests 
living  there,  who  were  trying 
to  build  up  a library  far  the 
twai  university,  were  killed, 
contributing  to  the  total  of  19 
priests  and  nuns  to  have  been 
killed  since  the  war  began. 
About  200  clerics  remain,  in 
four  dioceses. 

Father  Macwflliam  travels 
without  any  escort  and  app- 
ears reslgried  to  the  threat. 
“There  are  still  members  of 
the  Christian  community  who 
need  ushexe  and  the  majority 
of  Algerians  are  OK  with  our 
being  here." 

As  part  of  his  training  he 
studied  Arabic  and  Islam  and 
has  built  up  a network  of  local 
friends  that  has  ensured  his 
survival.  "The  reason  he  has 
survived  is  because  of  this 
network,”  a diplomat  said. 
"Local  people  advise  him 
where  to  go  and  not  to  go, 
where  to  stay  - and  when  to 
leave." 

□ President's  victory:  The 
National  Democratic  Rally, 
the  party  of  President 
Zeroual’s  supporters,  topped 
the  poll  yesterday  in  tile  first 
Algerian  local  elections  in 
seven  years,  winning  5.4  mil: 
Han  votes,  according  to  the 
Interior  Ministry.  (Reuters) 


welcomes 
UK  ‘olive 


branch’ 


From  Michael  Theodomxhj 

IN  NICOSIA 


A DECISION -by  Britain  to 
issue  an  exdasron  . order 
against  the  leader  of  Iran's 
main  opposition  group  has 
been  seen  in  Tehran  as  a 
welcome  olive  branch  to  the 
relatively  moderate  new 
regime. 

“It  marks  a significant  drift 
in  Britain's  policy  to  Iran  and 
we  find  it  very  intonating,'’ 
an  Iranian  Foreign  Ministry 
official  said  yesterday. 
“Europe  always  expects  us  to 
take  a strong  stand  against 
terrorism,  so  it  is  good  to  see 
a European  country  under- 
standing our  concerns  about 
terrorist  groups." 

The  ban  agaiffitf  Mariam 
Rajavi  leader  of  the  Nat- 
ional Council  of  Resistance 
of  Iran,  who  flits  between 
bases  in  Paris  and  Baghdad, 
-was  issued  on  Wednesday.  A 
spokesman  for  the  Foreign 
Office,  which  has  declined  to 
describe  the  move  as  an 
overture,  said:  “The  Home 
Secretary  is  determined  that 
her  presence  in  the  UK  would 
not  be  condncrre  to  the  public 
good.  It  s also  for  reasons  of 
foreign  policy  and  because  of 
foe  need  to  take  a firm  stance 
against  terrorism-” 

Earlier  this  month  Wash- 
ington declared  foe  group’s 
largest  faction,  the  Mujahi- 
din al  Khalq,  a terrorist 
organisation  and  barred  Its 
officials  from  the  US. 


Persecution  of 
Christians  rife 
under  Arafat’ 


FRom  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


THE  few  remaining  Chris- 
tiansin  West  Bank  areas  ofthe 
Holy  Land  under  foe  control 
of  Yassir  Arafat's  Palestinian 
Authority  are  being  persecut- 
ed. according  to  a report  by  the 
office  of  ,-Binyamin  NetarP  ■- 
yahu.  the  Israeli  .’  Prime'  ;r 
Minister.  ' ...  ].:i 

. . The  report,  which  pgrvoked  v 
. afurious  response  from ; Bates--;?; 
tinian  leadere  m Bethlehem. 
details  allegations  that  Chris- 
tian cemeteries  are  .-  being 
vandalised,  churches  burgled 
and  Christian  youngsters  in- 
. creasingly  .harassed  by  gangs 
of  Islamic  militants.  • 

The  damning  report  has.  - 
exposed  a division  in  Palestin- 
ian society  where.  Christians.  . 
are:  increasingly,  ’marginal-  . 
ised.  In  Bethlehem,  which  was 
80  per  cent  Christian  in  1948, 
Christians  now  form  only  20 
per  cent  of  the  pofnriation  and, 
their  representation  is  de- 
creasing still  further- through 


Palestinian  national  Unity".  It 
added  that  Christian  emigra- 
tion from  the  West  Bank  was 
caused  by  “oppressive  Israeli 
measures”  arm  accused  Israel 
of  preventing  the  return  of 
majjy  Christians  to  their 
homeland^  ^ 

AsBong  Aher  C3nistian  sites 
u^HWaV&pBSsed  mtoPhles-' 
tirufaitxnfr^fs  the  Churrii  of  ’ 
tireNatwityfe  Bethlehen,  foe- 
focal  pcanrfor  Christmas  cele^ 
bratfans  around  foe  world  on 
Chrismuis  Eve. 

□ Hamas  warning:'  Kbaied 
Maashal,  the  Hamas  leader 
who  escaped  a bungled 
Mossad  assassination  attempt 
in  Jordan,  issued  a warning 
last  night  that  more  suicide 
.terror::  attacks  would  be 
launched  against  Israel  in  “the 
coming  days”.  • 


The  Prime'MInister’s  office 
outlines  how  the  Palestinian 
Authority  has  taken  control  of 
churches  in  the  areas  granted 
self-ryle  under  foe  1993  treaty 
and  is-pressuring  thefr  leaders 
to  serve  as1  mouthjneces  for 
Mr  Arafat  a Muslim.  ^ 

•;  An"  emergency  meeting  -of--- 
Palestinian  offirials  and  some 
local  Christian  leaders'  in 
Bethldiem  issued statement 
condemning  the  report,  as 
“Israeli  propaganda  which  : 
aims  to  cause  a split;  in 


Arafat:  accused  by ' 
Netanyahu’s  office 
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Tippett,  Menuhin  and  Kennedy  harmony  over  subsidies 


i - . y LEADING  musicians  incjud- 
- k ing  the  composer  Sir  Midhael 
y'  . • 1 Tippett  and  the  violinists  Lord  ’■ 
Menuhin  and  Nigel  Kennedy 
/-have  called  for  lottery  money 
j to  be  spent  on  performers  and 

J-  ' . ..  y.  their  instruments,  rather  than 
•'  on  more  buildings. . 

■ - , ^ Sir  Michael  said  yesterday: 

■ '"-’“It's  badly  needed  for  perfonn- 

ers.  There’s  not  much  point  in 
■ having  more  money  for  con- 
cert  halls  if  there  is  no  money 
‘ f-  for  the  performers.  One  of  the 
• big  problems  in  Britain  is  that 
so  many  orchestras  have  been 
1 - on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy. . 
“’‘.■Compare  us  with  Spain  or 

• ••  Germany,  where  practically 
■ all  the  orchesfras  are  salaried 

-••• and  maintained  by  substantial 

• - public  subsidy.  In  Britain, . 

most  are  made  up  of  freelance 
musicians  who  lead  such  a 
precarious  living.” 

. I %f  | 1 A similar  tune  was  sounded 

v w^llUlilby  Lord  Menuhin,  who  la-  . 
I x , men  ted  that  musicians  are  90 

H inu.t  ■ ‘;badly  paid:  a rank-and-file 

111  I j|l  IJV  |j‘perfonner  in  Britain  averages 


- - w *1  ) uy  l 

- * t » men  1 

nnstians'iis 
under  \raiif 


£20.000,  against  £60,000  m 
American  “I  want  people  to 
earn  enough  to: live  a good 
life,”  he  said.  “Society  has  to 
provide  that,  whether  in 
money  or  in  violins.  People 
should  be  able  to  lead  life  with 
dignity.” 

The  two  men  were  speaking 
after  The  Times  reported  earli- 
er this  month  that  musicians 
cannot  afford  to  buy  instru- 
ments. Anthony  Woodcock, 
managing  director  of  foe 
Bournemouth  Orchestras, 
said  that  performers  who  earn 
£18,000  a year  cannot  pay 
£50,000  for  the  tools  of  their 
trade;  without  better  instru- 
ments. performances  are 
suffering. . 

Nigel  Kennedy  suggested 
that  lottery  money  could  estab- 
lish a central  bank  of  instru- 
ments. The  danger  of  buying 
instruments  for  individual  or- 
chestras, he  said,  was  that  if  a 
player  wanted  to  leave,  he  or 
she  would  have  to  go  back  to 
playing  on  “balsa  wood”.  A 


T-- 


Nigel  Brown;  fears  British  players  arc  suffering 


Tippett,  Menuhin 
and  Kennedy  say 
lottery  could 
fund  instrument 
Trank’,  reports 
PaiyaAIberge 

trust  could . enable  players 
eventually  to  buy  the  instru- 
ments and  play  with  foe 
orchestra  of  their  choice,  as- 
suming they  were  accepted. 

He  spoke  of  being  struck  by 
foe  quality  of  sound  produced 
by  overseas  orchestras,  which 
had  strings  to  match  their 
playing.  In  Britain,  he  said, 
talented  players  were  con- 
stantly battling  against  their 
instruments  when  conductors 
asked  for  more.  “Possibly  the 
Arts  Council  could  give  or- 
chestras better  salaries.  String 
players  should  be  allowed  a 
family.  After  a car.  two  kids 
and  a normal  house,  on  an 
orchestral  salary  there  is  nofo- 
ing.  left  apart  from  a bigger 
debt  They  deserve  more." 

Nigel  Brown,  a Cambridge 
investment  manager  and  am- 
ateur violinist,  is  among  a 
handful  of  individuals  in  Brit- 
ain who  help ; musicians  to 
acquire  instruments.  He,  too, 
called  for  a central  fond. 
“British  players  are  suffering 
without  good instruments.”  he 
said.  “Our  most  talented  musi- 
cians have  *.  their  . careers 
capped  by  inferior  instru- 
ments. Having  a really  good 
instrument  actslikea.  kicker  in 
a careen”  ; 

! En  1.984,  after  attending  a 
London  Symphony  Orchestra 
concert  in  which  Kennedy 
played  Brahms  oh  a Guameri . 
lent  to  him  by  Charles  Beare, 
one  of  foe  worlds  leading 
dealers.  Mr  Brown  asked  the 
violinist  why  no  me  had 
bought-Jiiin  ttn  .instrument. 
“He  said,-  ‘Because  no  one’s 
cffereirrtMr  Brown  was  in- 
spired to  set  up  an  instrument- 
lending  ' scheme.  through 
which  players  are  able  to  buy 


KEITH  SAUNDERS 


Gyorgy  Pank:  “The  quality  of  Italian  instruments  is  unsurpassed  at  the  moment” 


the  instruments  gradually. 
Nine  musicians  have  so  far 
been  helped  by  Mr  Brown. 

During  the  past  17 years,  the 
Loan  Fund  for  Musical  Instru- 
ments, a charity,  has  lent 
some  £2  million  to  young  pro- 
fessional musicians,  alio  en- 
abling them  to  buy  instru- 
ments. Albert  Frost,  the 
treasurer,  said  that  all  £2  mil- 
lion had  been  repaid.  “We’ve 
not  had  a bad  debt.”  Musi- 
cians have  five  years  in  which 
10  pay  back  the  loan.  The 
interest  rate  is  only  2 per  cent, 
compared  with  banks,  per- 
haps 12  per  cent  Most  won’t 
lend  money."  But  he  added: 
“We’ve  noticed  foal  there 
seems  to  be  a felling-off  In 
applications.  There  is  an  un- 
ease in  the  profession.  Salaries 
are  getting  lower.  With  homes, 
cars,  families,  and  rafffai£s  to 
be  ...paid  for.  musicians  are 
wary  of  getting  themselves  too 
far  committed." 


GYORGY  PAUK 


THE  solo  violinist,  bom  in 
Hungary,  plays  a 1714  Stradi- 
varius.  “It  is  very  beautiful." 
be  said,  recalling  his  disbelief 
some  26  years  ago  at  being 
offered  such  an  instrument 
T was  playing  with  foe 
Chicago  Symphony  Orches- 
tra, far  the  second  time.  A 
violin  collector  who  came  to 
the  conceit  came  to  see  me  in 
the  artists’  room  and  asked 
me  to  see  his  instruments.  1 
did.  I played  about  five  of  his 
instruments.  He  asked  me. 
*Which  one  do  you  likeT  and 
then  said,  ‘You  can  have  if. 
He  lent  it  to  me.  After  five 
years,  I felt  uncomfortable.  1 
thought  he  or  his  children 
might  want  it  back.  I asked 
him.  ‘Would  you  consider 
selling  it  to  me?  He  did.  for  a 
ridiculous  price.”  The  musi- 
cian and  foe  collector,  an 


David  Nolan:  his  violin  is  valued  at  £200, 000-plus 


Julian  Tear  “There  is  a difference  between  old  and  new” 


American  businessman  and 
amateur  musician,  remain 
great  friends. 

Commenting  on  foe  differ- 
ence between  playing  a Strad 
and  a modem  instrument. 
Pauk  said:  “The  quality  of 
Italian  instruments  is  unsur- 
passed at  the  moment.  I was 
on  foe  jury  last  week  of  an 
international  competition  in 
Hanover.  They  had  a lecture 
on  Sttads.  They  were  talking 
about  what  makes  it  It's  foe 
quality,  the  warmth,  the  depth 
of  the  sound.  They’ve  tried 
everything  to  analyse  iL  But 
up  to  today,  it's  been  a secret" 


DAVID  NOLAN 


LEADER  of  foe  Bourne- 
mouth Symphony  Orchestra, 
he  plays  a 1770  Storioni  violin 
which,  he  said,  “some  people 
consider  foe  equal  of  Strads". 
He  paid  £5,000  for  his  first 


instrument  25  years  ago: 
“That  was  a lot  of  money  then. 
Gradually,  each  time  I got  a 
better  violin."  This  one  is 
valued  at  £200.000  plus. 

Its  acquisition  was  made 
possible  by  bank  loans  and  “a 
lot  of  self-denial",  sacrificing 
luxuries  such  as  holidays  and 
a decent  car. 

“It’s  been  a real  struggle  to 
have  iL  If  I was  starting  as  a 
player  straight  out  of  music 
conservatoire  with  lots  of 
talent  but  no  money,  it  would 
be  impossible.  God  knows 
what  they  do.  They  don't 
They  can't  afford  it  Yet  it’s 
crucial  for  foe  health  of  a top 
symphony  orchestra.  The 
gloss  and  sheen  of  a string 
sound  needs  these  Italian 
instruments.  It's  a general 
quality  of  sound.  Orchestras 
can  make  a good  sound, 
without  them,  but  it’s  not  the 
same.  You  need  the  gloss  of 
that  warm  string  sound." 


JULIAN  TEAR 


A VIOLINIST  with  foe  Acad- 
emy of  St  Martin-in-the- 
Fields  Orchestra  for  ten  years, 
who  also  freelances  with  en- 
sembles such  as  foe  English 
Chamber  Orchestra,  he  plays 
an  Italian  instrument  made 
two  years  ago  tty  Alceste 
Butfari.  Its  quality,  he  said,  is 
superb.  “The  instrument  I’ve 
got  plays  as  well  as  older 
instruments.  No  question.  But 
99  rimes  our  of  100  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  old 
and  new  ones.  A lot  of  modem 
instruments  don't  measure  up 
to  older  ones  simply  because 
they  have  not  had  the  time." 

He  said  that  foe  maker  is 
not  well-known  and  produces 
only  ten  instruments  a year. 
When  he  visited  foe  work- 
shop, there  were  ten  instru- 
ments. all  spoken  for.  “1 
would  have  bought  any  one." 
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A smile  requires 
the  co-ordinated  movement 

of  fifteen 

different  facial  muscles. 

Or  a 16  valve, 

98  BHP,  1.5  litre  engine. 
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BEAT  BUSINESS  SIBESS  lii  OKI 


Starting  in  next  Monday’s  IQp  Times,  a free  consultation. 

Simply  collect  tokens  lot  year  tree  Noreratief  or  December  issue  af  68  Active. 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


Blood  on 
the  street 


Woman  wins  claim 
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Frank  Partnoy, 
a former  trader  in 
the  secret  world 
of  derivatives, 
is  sending 
tremors  through 
international  high 
finance  by  taking 
the  lid  off  the 
billion-dollar 
scandal  of  the 
Nineties 

Read  his  expose 
in  News  Review 
tomorrow 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
IS 

THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


A WOMAN  who  claimed  her 
breasts  were  left  grossly  de- 
formed after  complications  set 
in  following  the  insertion  of 
siicone  implants  was  awarded 
£20,636  damages  by  the  High 
Court  yesterday. 

Christine  Williamson,  a 
fashion  designer,  won  the  sum 
because  of  the  hospital’s  fail- 
ure to  obtain  her  consent  for 
surgery  to  remove  her  right 
breast  and  much  of  her  chest 
muscle. 

The  court  was  told  that  her 
[eft  breast  was  also  left  unnec- 
essarily scarred  by  the  surgery 

at  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
in  London  in  April  1994. 

Mrs  Williamson.  48.  of 
Clapton,  East  London,  was  a 
psychologically  vulnerable 
woman  whose  breasts  were  of 
''paramount”  importance  to 
her,  Mr  Justice  Butterfield 
said. 

Mrs  Williamson,  a now 
divorced  mother  of  two,  had 
the  implants  inserted  in  1979. 
She  began  to  suffer  hardening 
of  the  breasts  in  1982  and  had 
several  corrective  procedures, 
in  December  1992,  she  con- 


Hospital  must  pay  £20,000  after 
carrying  out  mastectomy  without 
consent  when  breast  implants 
began  .to  leak,  reports  Ian  Murray 


suited  a plastic  surgeon  at 
Bart's,  James  Harvey-Kemble. 
complaining  she  had  lost  her 
confidence  and  her  marriage 
was  on  the  rocks  because  of 
the  problem. 

Mrs  Williamson  said  she 
had  told  Mr  Harvey-Kemble 


inform  Mrs  Williamson  prop- 
erly of  her  intention  to  cany 


out  surgery  in  1994. 

Mrs  Williamson  had  expect- 


of  her  fears  that  the  softening 
operation  he  performed  had 


operation  he  performed  had 
ruptured  the  right  implant— a 
recognised  risk  of  the  proce- 
dure — but  he  had  refused  to 
treat  her.  Rejecting  her  negli- 
gence daim  against  the  sur- 
geon. the  judge  said  Mrs 
Williamson  was  confused  in 
her  recollection.  The  surgeon 
had  denied  telling  her  that 
there  was  nothing  hie  could  do. 

But  the  judge  criticised  the 
failure  of  another  Barfs  plas- 
tic surgeon,  Dalia  Nield,  to 


Mrs  Williamson  had  expect- 
ed an  operation  to  replace  the 
silicone  implants  with  saline 
versions.  She  did  not  see,  and 
was  not  asked  to  sign,  any 
further  consent  form  or  an 
amendment  of  the  existing 
form.  The  absence  of  her 
signature  pointed  strongly  to 
the  form  being  altered  out  of 
Mrs  Williamson's  presence 
and  after  Mrs  Nield  had 
examined  her. 

Mr  Justice  Butterfield  reject- 
ed Mrs  Nield's  daim  that  Mrs 
Williamson  understood  and 
accepted  her  explanation  that 
her  deteriorating  condition 
called  for  more  drastic  sur- 
gery. He  nevertheless  rejected 


Mrs  William  son’s  argument 
that  the  operation  — a subcu- 
taneous mastectomy  — was 
both  excessive  and 
unnecessary. 

Mrs  Nield  said  she  had 
never  seen  a worse  case  — 
silicone  was  everywhere,  mak- 
ing the  operation  the  only 
solution.  Her  view  was  backed 
by  two  other  experienced  doc- 
tors who  attended. 

The  judge  said  he  viewed 
the  operation  as  necessary  at 
that  point  or  later  because  of 
leakage.  The  damages  were 
awarded  against  Barfs,  which 
is  part  of  the  RtiyaL  London 
Hospital  and  the  London 
Chest  Hospital  NHS  Trust, 
which  had  denied  negligence. 

Mrs  Williamson  said  last 
night  that  when  she  had  had 
the  implants  she  had  not 
realised  how  dangerous  they 
could  be.  “Women  should  be 
warned  that  implants  can 
rupture,  and  if  that  happens  it 
is  essential  to  get  treatment 
immediately." 

She  said  she  hoped  now  to 
have  a breast  reconstruction, 
but  this  would  cost  £30,000. 
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Starting  up  a 


small 


business?  It's  not  just  NatWest 


business 


customers 


Porch  storm 


blows  up  into 


£30,000  bill 


By  Pcter  Foster 


A PETTY  row  between  two 
neighbours  was  settled  yes- 
terday after  five  years  of  legal 
wrangling  . ait  a cost  of 


£4,000  towards  his  costs  anA, 
rave  him  right  of  way,  but  me 


who  sag  we  give  the  best 


I j 


information 


and  support 


When  it  comes  to  sterling  up  o small 
business,  NatWest  is  the  people's  choice. 

And  here's  just  a few  of  the  reasons  why. 
Free  Business  Start-Up  Guide. 

Free  Banking  for  up  to  18  months.' 

Free  help  and  guidance  from  a NatWest 
Small  Business  Adviser. 

Free  Businessline  - a 24  hour,  telephone 
banking  service. 
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And  if  you  open  a Small  Business  Account 
before  December  3!si.  1997,  there's  even  more. 

Free  'Year  2000  Computer  Problem'  Guide. 

25/6  Discount  on  registering  the  name  of 
your  new  business.' 

10/6  Discount  on  Business  Insurance." 

For  more  information,  talk  to  the  Small 
Business  Adviser  in  your  high  street  branch,  or 
cal!  0800  777  888  today. 


The  dispute  arose  when 
Peter  and  Janet  Grove  derid- 
ed to  build  a tiny  porch  on  to 
their  terraced  house  to  shield 
the  front  door  from  rain.  The 
meagre  construction,  built  by 
Mr  Grove,  a retired  builder, 
protrudes  3ft  info  a common ‘ 
driveway  and.  has  remained 
unfinished  for  sir  years.  • 
Yesterday,  after  modi  de- 
liberation, three- High  Court 
judges  oyertinjued  a county., 
court  rufing  mat  had  left  the 
Grove  family  owing  £15,000. 
in  costs  to  their  neighbour 
Derek  Minor. 

Mrs  Grove  said:  “We  had 
no  idea  that  the  porefaway. 
would  cause  all  this  trouble 
until  a letter  arrived  one 
morning  from  Mr  Minor’s 
solicitor  just  after  we  started 
work  on  it  We  stopped 
building  and  have  been  figfrt- 
inga  legal  battle  ever  since. 

“We  kept  trying  to  negoti- 
ate a settlement  but  Mr 
Minor  always  refused.  Even 
the  day  before  the  case  came 
to  London  we  offered  to  poll 
down  die  porch,  pay  him 


give  him  right  of  way,  but  me 
stOl  refused.” 

The  hearing  was  told  bow 
die . Groves,  of  AflscoO, 
Shropshire,  were  faced  with 
bitter  opposition  from  Mr 
Minor,  who  claimed  that  the 
porch  would  obstruct  access 
for  vehicles  to  Ins  cottage. 

In  February  1992  Mr  Mi- 
nor won  his  case  at  Telford 
County  Court  after  Judge 
Desmond  Perrett  ruled  that 
the  porch  did  obstruct  the 
right  of  way  and  ordered  the 
-Groves  to  poll  it  down.  But 
die  Groves,  who  did  not  have 
legal  aid.  decided  to  appeal. 

Anthony  Radevsky,  for  die 
couple,  told  appeal  judges 
lords  justices  Hirst,  Swintoo- 
Thomas  and  Millet:  “No 
vehide  has  ever  wished  to  use 


won  & m 

iff  MTU  Of 


die  access  way  to  reach  num-  4 
her  II  which  was  obstructed  TV 


by.iL” 

After  die  ruling  Mr  Minor, 
who  also  funded  his  own 
case:  was  ordered  to  pay  all 
the  High  Court  and  county 
court  costs,  estimated  at 
£30,000  by  the  Groves' 
lawyers. 

Mr  Grove  said  later  that  he 
would  “quietly  get  on  with 
building  the  porch”. 


O' 


* *»;> 


runxiA 


(t 


9 


is® 


& NatWest 

More  than  just  a bank 


K«»kroi  Westmfrntn  Bari  He.  41  Lonttart  EC2P  2BP.  feqhKicrf  Kate  92903  England.  NcriM  WHtomlcr  Bi^  Fie  icpecM  iriv  ihe  nms  and  Gcrtanr  HcrttSnj  Gtoop  tor  fc  «•&>•«»  end  Mkns«i8ifcB.AI  rates  of  to 

rtofauig  Ckwp  ore  ngrinrf <M  both  the  ftnanat tnstrent  rtutftorftj  aprf IMHO  enptfer  NWfanaf  Mfcmraer  l*  Asuanee Unfcrfnfeh a to  taemMtartm  mi NMfetfSMxNMim  tinted. irifchharafetffelaWtoSM&itawnmffc 
rcpA^bjtheSttuttcs  and  font  AB&Hflij.  Ucwnflw' her bunl^hotioMfc  to  darter*  i«hgtig  you aw bicrefttnqpowrtawi tf tfa nrtp^<w^El^^ou«^^Wodrtpwonrp»:.tapBntf'f'lreeb<rtfc^liaWaGUetiwiobncnqtetetwfawigocWlS<fl^*™i«aartiyui*i. 
tap  roorv  prodded  by  0 foilabfcj  orowtei  traHng  prawto  ircoqnsoj  bq  NoSWet.  Twbui4^*^.«i^i*»^lgp'^n»^intDondo»trfif>»qcc^.or«JfanmriH}ic-kdoBF^M^  75*  {fceoonl  vt  bo*iCH  nope  toftttwtei  fa  efimd 

fleaneg  Jtoas  BtqbMflnmHc  when  got.  open  o HaWfen  netouw  bam  )/IQ/V7  mi  31/1  g<97.  BtRBMt/OTwvpwoppteflbonby  aVDIyTO.  Nantes  kiaxlfabfc  far  at?  fas  aurttq  defay.,  fate  firentf  aode  ty  Babies  Nan£ffeqljka(iBijj>lF.  1CK  gafress  fawonceilscswll  »hw  go?  Mr  ett 
Mrfetflfcupaniwyiert.  guafaenlmnncE  Santa  pmtfacttaeononged d»gh>WntwlWfctana«rfa*»nH« CafctoHenHi J bn  ran&oadftttnried  m wcirtei  aid  Impgwg  out  »ta.  Ifa: 97130 


' ' ti  ctV'-fc.*' 


FREE  D 

DNNECTION 
ORTH  £3S 

FREE 

DKtA  PHONE 
ORTH  £9.99 

FREES 

TO  it  CO  WORTH 
CALLS  PER  MONTH 

FREE  L 

RTA3LE  HANDS 

E KIT  WORTH  £4: 

FREE 

“HER  CARRY  CA?S 
CAR  ADAPTOR 

T-  l:: 

FREE  4 

0N7HS  INSURANCE 
RTH  £13.17 

FREE  NEXT 

□AY  DELIVERY  i 

ICO  HOU 

R BATTERY 

PER  SECC 

>ND  BILLING 

Off  n.-.-.V  Mi:f 

'NOKIA  16 

II 

• latest  Nofcj 

• 3J5  hoOrrts 

• Identifies  in 

la  GSM  phone 
ilk  time  • 
coming  cater 

0?:f,  tfc.r.-TiSurj  ^0— - 1 Corr  * rrs  * Sj:  '/cn-.-G.-m  * 


DiAL-a-PHONE 


A _ 


..4.. 


-ili" 


• THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25  1997 


NEWS  19 


Michael  Gove  sifts  through  the 
conflicting  clues  to  find  the  guilty 
parties  in  the  strange  case  of  the 
massacre  in  the  marketplace 
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■WHO  .bludgeoned  the  Gov-, 
enunenrs  credibility?  if  it 
-were.  Agatha  Christie  telling 
the  story,  it  would  be  Ten 
Little  Spinners.  If  it  was  on 
film,  it  would  be  The  Long 
Black  Friday.  And  if  it  was 
Ciuedo,  it  could  be  Charlie 
Whelan  in  the  Red  Lion  with 
the  mobile  phone. 

The  blame  for  finishing  off 
the  ‘‘honeymoon  couple*  Gor- 
don and  Tony,  has  been  laid 
firmly  at  the  door  of  those  who 
brief  on  their  behalf.  An 
attempt  to  stale  clearly  where 
Labour  stood  on  the  single 
currency  led  markets  to  fall 
and,  ;with  them,,  the  stock  of 
this  administration. 

Hie  responsibility  for  sow- 
ing confusion  where  clarity 
was  required  has  been  pinned, 
on  the  Chancellor’s  press  sec- 
retary, the  voluble  Charlie 
Whelan,  Whitehall’s  Bob  Hos- 
kins. who  believes  it's  good  to 
talk  but  only  on  a non- 
airributable  basis. 

The  truth,  however,  is  differ- 
ent. Mr  Whelan  was  faithfully 
reflecting  the  leadership  line 
in  a manner  authorised  from 
the  top.  He  has  now  been 
more  spinned  against  than 
spinning.  The  problems  Lab- 
our experienced  last  week*  and 
experience  stiH.  spring  from 
conflicting  impulses  within 


matists  and  European  idt 
ist s,  and  from  the  apparent 
ambitions  of  Peter  Mandelson 
to  be  both  messenger  and 
meddler. 

John  Major  once,  prescient- 

. described  Europe  as  a wolf 
coming  up  the  path  to  destroy 
his  Government.  This  Gov- 
ernment first  heard  the  distant 
howl  on  Friday.  September  26, 
with  a story  in  the  Financial 


h 


Times  by  Robert  Peston,  its 
political  editor.  He  quoted, 
ministerial"  sources  who  ar-: 
gued  that  tine  increasing  likeli- 
hood of  a successful  launch  for 
the  European  single  currency 
was  inclining  the  Govcrnmeot 
in  favour  of  early  entry. 

The -effect  of  the  front  page 
of  the  “city  bible”  was  instant 
The  pound  fell  at  the'  prospect 
of  permanent  union  with  the 
lira  and  escudo.  A cheaper 
pound  helps  exports,  and  so 
shares  shot  "up.  The  virtuous 
combina  don  ofcheaper pound 
and  higher  share  prices  was 
exactly  what  the  Treasuiy 
wanted  -and  the  Chancellor^ ‘ 
Gordon  Brown,  was  known  to 
favour  early  entry  to  EMU,  so 
the  source  of  the  story  seemed 
clear. 

Too  dear  for  the  Treasury. 
The  day  the  story  appeared, 
two  of  Brawn's  closest  aides  ' 
were  at  pains  to  deny  they 
were  flying  any  kites.  They 
could  not  deny  that  there  had 
been  a leak  from  their  depart- 
ment until  they  had  talked  to 
all.  die  ministers,  but  both 
were  adamant  that  Brown 
was  not  behind  an  article  one  - 
called  a “punt"  and  the  other 
termed  “pollocks". 

On  the  Sunday  after  the  FT 
Story,  tiie  airwaves  carried  the 
sound  of  singing  from  tile 
same  hymn  sheet  as  Brown 
and  Robin  Cook  rubbished  the 
Peston  piece.  Th tFTs  political 
editor  robustly  defended  his 
story  on  The  World  this 
Weekend  and  insisted  that  it 
was  the  product  of  several 
conversations  and  not  a specu- 
lative over-interpretation  of 
one  briefing.  His  adamance  - 
fired  speculation. among  other 
journalists  to  the  real  sources. 
The  deep  throat  was  believed 


to  belong  to  one  of  several 
middle-ranking  ministers 
dose  to  Blair  or  Brown  and 
committed  to  a more  pro- 
European  stance.  Doug  Hen- 
derson, the  normally  cautious 
Europe  Minister,  and  Geoff 
Hoon.  the  former  MEP  who  is 
now  . Parliamentary  Secretary 
aVtiie  Lord- Chancellor's  De- 
paxtmoit,  were  fingered.  But 
the  name  most  often  whis- 
pered was  that  of  Lord  Simon 
of  Highbury,  -the  former  BP. 
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chairman  and  Trade  Minis- 
ter, whose  commitment  to  the 
single  currency  was  often  ad- 
vertised before  he  joined  the 
Government 

The  ' rumours  attaching 
themselves  to  his  name  in- 
spired the  Shadow  Trade  Sec- 
retary John  Redwood  to 
prompt  Lord  Tebbit  to  table 
searching  - questions  in  the 
Upper  House  last  Wednesday. 
On  Friday,  Simon  deployed  a 
familiar  disavowal  of  ministe- 
rial responsibility  and  claimed 
he  had  been  on  holiday.  - 

The  search  for  Pestan’s 
source^  although  an  entertain- 
ing sub-plot,  was  not,  how- 
ever, the  question  of  first 

importance.  . 

Wherher  - the 
original  story 
was  faithful  to 
Brown’s  indura- 
tion, "—  and  inr 
siders 

vehemently  - ' 
maintain  it  was 
not—  in  appear- 
ance created  tur- 
bulence well 
beyond  the  mar- 
. kets.  It  fed  an  _______ 

appetite  within 
the  press  and  the  Labour 
Party  for  evidence  erf  tension 
between  a pro-single  currency 
Chancellor  and  a more  cau- 
tious Prime  Minister.  The 
existence  of  tensions  between 
Brown  and  Blair  may  owe 
more  to  rivalry  among  their 
courts  than  dissension  be- 
tween the  two  men,  bur  there 
are  enough  partisans  on  either 
side  to  lend  rumours  weight. 
Several  papers  had  been  pre- 
paring new:  pieces  on  the 
theme  for  Sunday  October  19. 
Egos  aside,  both  Brown  and 
Blair  realised  that  continued 
coverage  which  placed  them  at 
loggerheads  on  the  single 
currency,  with  Brown  drag- 
ging Blair  towards  Brussels, 
would  distract  attention  from 
other  matters  and  risk  a rerun 
of  the  debilitating  speculation 
which  had  preceded  Margaret 
Thatcher's  ill-fated  entry  to  the 


6 Tensions  . 
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ERM.  It  was  decided  that 
Brown  would  blow  the  whistle 
on  the  press's  game  by  spell- 
ing out  the  genuine  scepticism 
towards  early  entry  which 
existed  at  the  highest  level. 

Accounts  differ  as  to  who 
felt  a statement  was  necessary, 
a Prime  Minister  determined 
to  rein  in  his  Chancellor,  or  a 
Chancellor  annoyed  at  being 
traduced,  but  it  was  agreed 
that  a definitive  statement 
ruling  out  early  entry  to  EMU 
should  be  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor. He  had.  until  then, 
been  disinclined  to  state  au- 
thoritatively that  the  Govern- 
ment was  cool  on  the  subject. 
The  only  uncertainty  was 

whether  to  couch 

the  polity  of 
standing  aloof  in 
chronological,  or 
political  terms  — 
the  lifetime  of 
this  Parliament 
or  until  2001.  An 
interview  with 
the  Chancellor 
had  been  fixed 
with  The  Daily 
Telegraph  for 

Thursday  the 

16th,  but  The 
Times's  political  editor,  Phil 
Webster,  aware  of  the  genuine 
scepticism  in  Downing  Street 
towards  early  entry,  had  been 
trying  for  about  ten  days  to 
persuade  Brown  to  state  his 
feelings  on  the  record.  Since 
Webster  had  read  the  trend 
accurately,  it  was  decided  he 
should  be  given  the  necessary 
confirmation. 

On  the  afternoon  of  last 
Friday,  the  17th.  Webster  in- 
terviewed Brown  by  telephone 
at  his  Dunfermline  base  both 
about  the  single  currency  and 
the  wider  economy.  Webster 
had  been  faxed  a passage  on 
the  single  currency,  including 
two  crucial  paragraphs 
agreed  the  night  before  by 
Brown  and  Blair.  In  them. 
Brown  made  dear  that  declin- 
ing to  enter  in  1999  would 
mean  the  Government’s  task 
was  “to  deliver  a period  of 


sustainable  growth,  tackle 
long-remi  weaknesses  in  the 
economy  and  continue  to  press 
for  reform  in  Europe". 

“Sustainable",  “long-term", 
“continue  to  press”  The  sig- 
nals, as  Webster  noted,  were 
loud  and  dear.  It  would  take 
time,  a long  time,  before 
Britain  would  enter  after  1999. 
Webster  appreciated  that 
these  paragraphs  made  obvi- 
ous that  in  effect,  no  entry  was 
possible  in  this  Parliament, 
and  had  his  interpretation 
confirmed  by  No  11. 

Charlie  Whelan  took  the 
precaution  of  alerting  editors 
on  other  titles  that  The  Times 
had  a story  which  was  neither 
a punt  nor  a profanity.  He  was 
not  the  only  spin  doctor  to 
attest  to  the  story’s  impor- 
tance. Alastair  Campbell,  the 
Prime  Minister’s  press  secre- 
tary, briefed  a number  of 
journalists  underlining  the 
importance  of  The  Times  sto- 
ry. No  10  and  Noll  were  as 
one. 

Whelan's  briefings  were 
conducted  by  mobile  phone 
from  the  pavement  outside  the 
Red  Lion  pub  in  Whitehall, 
where  he  had  been  drinking 
with  Ed  Miliband,  another  of 
Brown’s  advisers.  The  infor- 
mal nature  of  his  spinning 
was  used  by  others  to  under- 
mine his  authority,  but  al- 
though Whelan  may  nor  have 
been  by  his  minister’s  side  he 
was  his  master's  voice. 

Editors  may  have  been  in- 
formed early  and  in  full,  but 
others  were  left  de  the 


looj>.  Roger  Liddle.  the  Europe 
adviser  at  the  No  10  Polity 
Unit  nearly  choked  on  his 
marmalade  at  a Foreign  Of- 
fice conference  when  he  read 
The  Times  story  on  Saturday 
morning.  Although  some 
No  10  advisers,  notably  the 
economics  expert  Derek  Scott 
are  gentle  sceptics.  Liddle  is  an 
ardent  pro-European.  His 
consternation  was  shared  by 
an  old  friend,  Peter 
Mandelson,  Minister  without 
Portfolio  and.  on  this  occasion, 
without  the  magic  circle. 

Mandelson.  cool  in  his  rela- 
tions with  Brown  and  arctic 
towards  Whelan,  was  report- 
ed to  be  distressed  at  the 
sceptical  turn 
and  his  exclu- 
sion. An  alterna- 
tive spin  on  the 
events  . of  the 
weekend  began 
to  emanate.  The 
Mirror  on  Mon- 
day 20th  assured 
its  readers  policy 
had  not  changed. 

An  exposed  FT 
soughr  to  play 
down  the  signifi- 
cance of  the 
Brown  interview,  earning  its 
political  editor  a dressing- 
down  from  Mr  Campbell. 

The  mixed  messages  ema- 
nating from  the  Government 
had  upset  the  markets.  When 
Brown  visited  the  City  on 
Monday  20th,  banks  of  red 
figures  on  dealers'  screens 
signalled  the  markets’  displea- 
sure. The  anger  of  pro-Euro- 


6 For  sleuths 
in  City  and 
Westminster, 
Mandelson’s 
fingerprints 
were  all  too 
apparent  9 


peans  in  the  Blair  circle,  or 
rather  those  who  were  now 
uncomfortably  outside  it. 
found  another  outlet. 

In  the  New  Statesman  on 
Thursday  23rd,  an  “inside 
account"  of  the  week's  events 
fingered  Whelan  and  Camp- 
bell, who  was 
apparently”]  gnorant  about 
Europe"  as  well  as  confident- 
ly predicting  what  Brown 
would  say  in  a forthcoming 
statement  * 

He  would,  the  magazine 
predicted,  review  Britain's 
convergence  with  continental 
economies,  and  thus  the  pros- 
pects for  EMU  entry,  on  an 
annual  basis.  For  sleuths  at 

Westminster  and 

the  City,  the  fin- 
gerprints of 
Mandelson  were 
all  too  apparent. 
The  “annual  re- 
view” idea  had 
been  floated  to 
City  figures  from 
sources  dose  to 
Mandelson  over 
the  previous 
weekend.  When 

the  idea  was 

bounced  off 
Brown’s  friends  their  response 
was  categoric:  such  a strategy 
would  fuel  uncertainty,  not 
dowse  it. 

When  Brown  addresses  the 
House  of  Commons  this  Mon- 
day. he  will  need  to  provide 
greater  clarity  than  he  has 
done  before  if  the  Govern- 
ment's credibility  is  not  to  take 
another  battering. 


URGENT  PUBLIC  AUCTION 

VALUABLE  SEIZED  MERCHANDISE 

Entire  Inventory  Major  Wholesale  Warehouse 

Goods  conQ  scaled  by  insrocicd  bailiffs  under  police  supervision 
in  enptwsmem  of  Belgian  Conn  Order  AHV.49.390.BR  1034 
aolborians  impoaitioaof  Preventive  Disuim  upon  defendants'  goods 
* chattels  trader  Articles  1422  to  1428  of  the  Procedural  Code,  namely 

AD  Handmade  Oriental  Carpets  on  Premises 

redirected  for  overseas  auction  oo  legal  advice,  with  additions  including 
UNPAJQV DEFAULTED  high  value  pui  dimes,  all  ordered  for 
argent  liquidation  to  mitigate  statutory  costs  iacanrd  in  comp  lying 
with  discharge  procedures  under  Article  1408  § 3 of  Legal  Code 

FINEST  CALIBRE  GENUINE  HANDMADE 

PERSIAN  RUGS  & CARPETS 

& other  Fine  Handmade  Eastern  Rugs  & Carpets 

This  outstanding  portion  include**  Fine*!  Inlaid  Silk  Persian 
Plain,  Magnificent  Superfine  Persian  Isfahan,  Finest  Persian 
100%  Silk  Qaam,  Nomad  Kashkar.  Persian  Mound.  Hamadan, 
Seiuieh,  Very  Flat  Imperial  Silk  Hebei,  Superb  Pure  Silk 
Srinagar.  Assorted  sues  ind.  extra  large  room-size,  plus  Highly 
Decorative  Corridor  Runners.  High  Value-  merchandise  for 
' immediate  auction  disposal  piece-by-pieee  in  quickest  possible 
mnng  All  Items  Certified  Genuine  Antheatic  Handmade. 

All  goods  UK  Customs  cleared,  DntiesAaxct  paid  at  Port  of  Entry. 

Sold  with  no  Liens.  Encumbrances  or  Outstanding  Charges 

SUNDAY  26th  OCTOBER  ONLY 

AUCTION  AT  U AM;  VIEW  AT  9*30  AM 

TWS  EXCEPTIONAL  SECTION  REDIRECTED  FOR  AUCTION 

AT  BONDWAY  STORAGE 

BO.NDWAV 

VAUXHAEJL  LONDON  SW8 

flSOyards  veaej  tbahotf  UrtdeigrBand  Stam;  going  sooth  aver  toaxhall  Bridge, 
ude  £rectwm  Brighton  foUowau-rnysysaBt  going  right;  follow  Auahn  Signs) 
All  Goods  released  arfy  for  famnrtitalr  disposal,  payment  & removal. 
Auction  convened  under  ampices  of  Birifiwaaff&lCoowiei. 

Speriafja  fluerBsnogxi  Aactionees  & tiqririmm.  London  SW7  TeL  OfTf-S#  797/ 
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ANTIQUE  & FINE 

FURNITURE  EXHIBITION 


A 19th  century  bronze  figure  of  Cupid  stringing  his  baa 

After  Lemm.  unsigned.  28m  high. 

The  Antique  and  Fine  Furniture  Department  is 
proud  to  present  an  exhibition  of  furniture  and  works  of  art  from 
the  Victorian  and  Edwardian  eras.  These  rare,  and  in  many 
rases  unique,  examples  of  the  crafunanship  of  rimes  past  are 
offered  for  sale  in  the  Antiques  and  Fine  Furniture  Department 
from  now  until  Saturday  1st  November  1997. 


Antiques  and  Fine  Furniture  Department,  Third  Floor. 
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Harrods  Limited,  Knyriitsbridgp,  London  SWIX  7XL  Telephone  0J 7 1-730  1234. 


i 


{* 


■ i 


i 

r 


* 


/ 


■I 

i 


Cr6  ) 


20  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


IPACEMAKBI 


0 « 


' . <* 


te'/i  • 

Tjfr 

6|if* 


-Miit 

r-TOl 


A “punishment  squad**:  die  political  wings  espouse  peace;  but  the  violence  continues 


the  deeds  are  dirly 


TALK  to  Mary  Maskey  about 
Northern  Ireland's  ceasefire 
and  she  snorts  with  derision. 
"That  word  makes  me  sick.  It's 
just  a joke.  It  means  nothing  — 
it  never  has  and  it  never  will.’* 

Ms  Maskey  — not  her  real 
name  — is  a you ng  single 
mother  with  four  small  child- 
ren. She  and  her  family  are 
living  in  a hostel  near  London, 
but  she  will  not  say  where.  Six 
weeks  ago  she  was  beaten 
senseless?  Three  weeks  ago 
loyalist  paramilitary’  thugs 
forced  her  to  flee  her  native 
town  of  Lame  in  Co  Antrim. 

Twenty  miles  south  of 
Lame,  the  political  representa- 
tives of  loyalist  and  republican 
paramilitary'  organisations  sit 
at  the  Stormont  peace  talks, 
having  solemnly  committed 
themselves  ro  the  so-called 
Mitchell  principles  of  demoo- 


The  price  of  keeping  paramilitaries 
at  negotiations  is  to  keep  quiet  about 
their  thugs,  reports  Martin  Fletcher 


racy  and  non-violence.  They 
can  justifiably  claim  that  the 
bombings  and  sectarian  war- 
fare have  largely  ceased.  But 
on  the  tough,  sprawling  hous- 
ing estates  of  Northern  Ire- 
land. the  violence  and 
intimidation  continue  unabat- 
ed. 

Ms  Maskey  is  a Roman 
Catholic  who  lived  on  a mixed 
housing  estate.  As  she  tells  it, 
two  masked  men  armed  with 
baseball  bats  broke  into  her 
house  at  2.45am.  They  went  up 
to  the  bedroom  where  she  was 
sleeping  with  her  sister  and 


her  baby  daughter,  and  beat 
her  unconscious. 

Ms  Maskey  suffered  a frac- 
tured skull,  had  to  have  her 
right  ear  sewn  back  on.  and  is 
still  partially  deaf  and  partial- 
ly blind  in  her  right  eye.  Her 
baby  lost  her  right  index 
finger.  Her  sister  required 
stitches  to  her  head.  She  says 
the  assailants  were  loyalist 
paramilitaries  hired  by  a local 
drug  dealer  who  had  argued 
with  a member  of  her  family. 
Alter  nine  days  in  hospital. 
Ms  Maskey  moved  into  her 
mother’s  house.  Three  weeks 


ago  a letter  arrived.  She 
thought  it  was  a get-well  card 
until  she  opened  it  Inside 
were  words  to  the  effect  tifc 
“Get  our  of  Lame  while  yeu 
can.  Giving  false  accus&htas’. 
to  the  police  doesn't  work."  Ms 
Maskey  and  her  dfifcn 
caught  the  10pm  ferry  to 
Stranraer  that  night  • “1 ' 
couldn't  breathe  for  feau\w  she 
said. 

According  to  the  Royal  Ul- 
ster Constabulary,  there  have 
been  17  shootings,  assaults, 
kneecappings  and  punish- 
ment beatings  carried  wt  by 
republican  paramilitaries 
since  the  IRA  renewed  its 
ceasefire  on  July  20,  and  25  by 
their  loyalist  counterparts’:. 
The  total  for  the  first  6b 
months  erf  die  year  was  143:  . 

After  a brief  lull,  the  fevti  of 
violence  is  creeping  up  to  pee- 


%*- 


ceasefire  levels.  “ 'It's  quite- 
clear  that  there  are  incidents; 
quite  serious  incidents,  involv- 
ing assaults  andthe  fiafusioft 
■erf  people  from  thrir  communi- 
ties stffl.  going  on."  an  RUC 
spokesman  san.  f A number 
erf  these  certainly  falf  info  the 
category,  of  paramilitary-style 
.assaults.” 

Last  - Saturday  three 
masked  men  with  a baseball, 
bat  dislocated  the  leg  erf  a 21- 


V-  .A. 


f r -rrq^ 


year-old  man  walking,  along  a 
road  in  Lisburn,"  Co: Antrim.: 
-just  before  lam.  At  midday  a' 
gunman  walked  tntb  a.bciok-" 
makers  just  off  die  Falls  Road 
in  West  Belfast  and  shot  an  18- 
year-ofd  in  both  legs.  That 
evening  a group  of:  masked 
thugs  entered  a house,  in  • 
Lisburn  and  broke  the  arms,  of 
two  16-year-old  boys. 

In  the  first  two  weeks  of  this 
mouth,  Families  Against ’In- 
timidation and  Tenor  {FAIT), 
a Belfast  human  rights  group, 
has  been  contacted  by;  15 
people  /tthb-  have  received  ■ 
: death  threats. or  been  forced;, 
from  their  homes  by  the  self- 
styled  paramilitary  vigilantes 
. who  control  the  estates.  _ 

FAIT  said,  one  cotijrfe  with 
four  children  were  ejected 
from  a ’ Procstarff.  estate 
because  theirs  was  a “mixed” 
marriage.  The  IRA  evicted 
another  family  fitim  an  estate 
. into  vtfifoh  they  had  moved 
two  weeks  earlier  because  tiie' 
father  had  once  been  a j'oyrid- 
es.  The  LkA  ejected  another' 
mart,  recently  returned  from 
ah  iRA-crnposed  erite  abroad, 
affef  a neighbour  cbmplained 1 ; 

about  his  music.  

Between  June  and  Septem- 
ber this  ytar^  the  Northern 
Ireland  Housing..  Executive 
has  had  to  rehooSe  132  fam- 
ilies who  have  left  thdr  homes  ' 
because'  of  intimidatinn , .. 
;-'.The  paramilitaries’  goal  is 
“to  let  people  foidw  in  areas 
where  they  are  strong  that 
they  are  still  there  and  still 
maintain  power  and  control”, . 
.Sam  Cushnahan  FATTS  di- 
■ rector,  said,  tf  th^  stepped 
thedr  violence.  “pei^le-  would 
begin  to  spbak  oilit  .against 
titan.  ' They  -'would  lose  ' 
control.'' 

princhle^Sijm  Fein,  the 
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IRA'S  political  wing,  and  the.' 
loyalist  Ulster,  Democratic 
and  Progressive  Unionist  par- 
ties  representing  the  Ulster 
Defence  Association  and  Ul- 
ster Volunteer  Force,1  prom- 
ised to  take  “effective  steps'*  to , 
stop  pumshmerif  beatings  and’ 
kflfings.  The  violence  contin- 
ues but  ho  one  is ‘calling  the 
parses  to.  account  ^ 

Both  sides  are  equally  cul- 
pable? The  thugs  generally 
operate  tin  a “no  dm  no 
blame”  basis  and  no  longer 
broadcast  their  affiliations. 
One  authoritative,  source  sug- 
gested that  the  Government 
and  security  forces  were  delib- 
erately playing  dowh  tile  prob- 
lem because  they  were  “more 
concerned  about  keeping  these 
paramilitaries  in  the  talks”. 

Another  major . reason  is 
that  tiie  victims  are  terrified  of 
speaking  out  Even  Ms 
Maskey,  now  hidden  ih  south- 
ern England,  refused,  to  take  a 


second  telephone  call  from 
The  Times. 

. Hugh  Lewsley.  an  indepen- 
dent councillor  from  West 
. Belfast's  Catholic  Twinbrook 
estate,  knows  " how  the 
’ j^ramilitaries  operate.  Last 
week  he  called  Sinn'  Fein  a 
fascist  organisation  on  tele- 
'■visiori;  two  days  later  his 
house  was  attacked.  In  1995  he 
was  badly  beaten  after  con- 
demning the  IRA  for  evicting 
families  for  being  “antisocial”. 

Another  man  who  has  spo- 
ken out  is  Thomas  Mariey. 
His  21-year-old  soil  Gerard 
had  his  legs  broken  by  the  IRA 
for  joyriding.  A week  after  the 
ceasefire.  Gerard  hanged  him- 
self from  railings,  because  of 
the  constant  taunts  of  the 
paramilitaries  who  crippled 
him.  “The  IRA  say  they  are 
defending  the  people  from  the 
British,  "Mr  Mariey  said,  “but 
they  are  the  ones  who  are 
terrorising  the  community." 
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s mien 


Mary  McAleese  is 


BRiAN  SAVIN 


campaigning  to 
be  Ireland’s  new 


Mary  Robinson.  But 


there  are  invisible 


;Sf  - barriers  to  overcome 


I am  watching  a tall  slim 
woman  of  46,  dressed,  in  a 
chic  trouser  suit  {by  Deborah 
Veale,  Irish  designer),  strid- 
ing down  rhe  main  street  of  a small 
Irish  town,  her  reddish  hair  weD- 
coiffed,  bestowing  smiles  and  greet- 
ings left-and  right 
I have  been  here  before:  seven 
years,  ago  ‘exactly,  when  the  buzz 
from  Dublin  was  that  a woman — a 
woman  — might  swing  the  presi- 
dency of  Ireland.  Mary  Robinson 
changed  things  for  ever.  Another 


Maryis  going  to  take  over  from  her 
* lursday 


next  Thursday  when  the  nation 
votes.  It  will  . be  either  • Mary- 
McAleese  or  Maty  Banotti,  and 
with  only  three  days-to  go.  (tins 
weekend  is  a Bank  Holiday" in  the 
Republic),  it  is.  neck  and  neck.  - 

McAleese,  who  doesn't  even  have 
a voce  in  the  South,  still  has  much 
going  for  her,  despite  last  week's 
tarrings  with  the  Sinn  Fein  brush 
in  what  Mary  Holland  has  called 
“a  squalid  poll  that  has  opened 
tribal  splits  we’d  hoped  were 
healed” 

Robinson  was  high-profile,  ener- 
getic, marketable.  She  could  wear 
Irish  designer  suns- with  style.  She 
was  new.  But  that  was  then:  this  is 
now.  McAleese  — equally  present- 
able. just  as  brainy  (she  held,  like 
Robinson,- a junior  professorship  in 
law  at  Trinity.  College,  Dublin  at 
the  age  of  24)  articulate  (she*  been 
a television  presenter)  and.  a 
Roman  Catholic,  married . to  a 
dentist,  appears  a natural  succes- 
sor to  Robinson. 


But  she  remains',  a north- 
ern nationalist,  and  pre- 
cisely because  Robinson 
extended  the  limits  and 
paved  the  wdy,  the  going  is  tough.  I 
told  her  how  many  of  her  utter- 
ances sound  identical  to  the  early 
Robinson,  especially  when  voicing 
hopes  for  the  future.  Has  nothing 
changed  or  unproved  in  the  past 
seven  years? 

"This  is  the  same  country." 
McAleese  said,  "and  the  . same  . 
issues  .are.  going  forward  for  the. 
next  seven  years.  But  foe  backdrop 
is  different  Hie  peace’ talks  are  the 
backdrop,  which  is  what  I would 
like  to  be  able  ib  help  and 
encourage.  I obviously  come  from  a 
nationalist  background:  I am  a 
nationalist  who  hopes  for  a political- 
consensus  soon,  in  Northern 
Ireland." 

■ I remark  that  her  speeches  do  not 
mention  the  feet  that  her. family 
was  left  homeless  after  an  attack  an 
their  Crumlin  Road  house  in  1974, 
nor  that  her  father's  two  pubs  were 
burned  and  bombed.  Nor  that  her 
profoundly  deaf  younger  brother 
was  beaten  up  and  left  for  dead  by; 
loyalists.-  . .: 

"Everyone  knows  about  that," 
she  said,  "and  there  comes  a point 
where  people  wonder  if  you’re 
obsessed  by  it.  My  commitment  to 
forgiveness  and  tolerance  does  not 
come  from  my  experience  as  a 


Mary  McAleese,  chic  and  welFcoiffed,  campaigning  in  Thuries.  "I  came  out  of  the  tradition  that  says  you  must  give  something  back  to  your  country" 


victim.”  There  is  obviously  much  of 
human  interest  in  her  story,  but  she 
is  guarded  towards  the  press,  who 
watch  the  -effusive  public  perfor- 
mances of  an  intelligent,  confident, 
and  highly  presentable  woman  — 
‘.all  the  ingredients  for  a good 
president  . — ’ but  jqdge.'.  her 
^pa^pniang,  evasive  aii^intimidat- 
'’ing;  to  those  she  might  woo.  No 
wonder  she' his  found  the  press 
“not  terribly  helpful”. 

While  campaigning.  Mary  Rob- 
inson used  to  sit  down  for  20- 
minute  talks  with  each  journalist 
which  gave  us  a chance  of  forming 
a personal  view.  McAleese  allows 
five  hacks  a brief  duster  just  before 
she  gives  a speech,  a minder 
standing  by  with  a five-minute 
stopwatch. 

The  Speech  follows  a formula. 
Her  theme  is  building  bridges,  and 
the  first  gulf  to  be  bridged  is  her 
northern , origins.  Astutely;  Maty 
finds  a folk  with  every  place  she 
- visits.  - In  Athlone.  an  aunt  and 
unde  in  die  audience;  in  Tulla- 
more.  she  "cut  her  political  teeth  at 
the  Geoghegans’  table”;  in  Tralee,  . 
there  is  a football  connection:  in 
Kerry,  -she  had  honeymooned. 


Then  there  is  the  barefoot  story. 
When  her  father  was  14  he  bad  to 
leave  his  home  in  the  South  and  go 
North  to  find  work.  In  his  school 
photo,  none  of  the  children  had' 
shoes.  Those  times  have  gone.  Her 
own  three  children  (14-year-old 
daughter  and  twins  of  12)  are  shod, 
by  Nike,  Adidas  and  Reebok. 

' Next,  she  tells  young  audiences 
how  she  was  the  eldest  of  nihe- (She 
is  one  of  a dan  of  60  cousins,  her 
mother's  family  having  followed 
the  text  about  increasing  and 
multiplying).  Just  when  she  was 
taking  her  A levels,  her  youngest 
brother  was  bom,  and  he  cried  all 
night  “I  was  the  one  who  had  to  get 
tiie  other  children  off  to  school,  and 
1 was  looking  after  the  baby,  at 
night  as  well. 

“I  began  to  feel  it  wasn't  worth 
the  effort  that  university  was  not 
for  people  like  me.  f wanted  to  give 
up.  The  word  stress  didn’t  exist 
then.  But  one  elderly  teacher 
named  Miss  OTriel  noticed  intu- 
itively some  change  in  me,  and  sbe 
started  to  arrive  every  morning  to 
take  me  to  school  in  her  battered 
Morris  Minor.  I have  often  reflect- 
ed on  her  act  of  kindness.  I went  to 
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university,  I got  a good  job.  But  I 
came  out  of  the  tradition  that  says 
you  must  give  something  bad;  to 
your  country.” 

Finally,  she  extols  Ireland's  mo- 
dernity. Two  phrases  recur:  "Ire- 
land is  a nation  with  its  shoulders 


thrown  back"  and  “We  are  the 
success  story  of  Western  Europe”. 

She  has  worked  in  Dublin  and  in 
Belfast,  where  she  is  Pro- Vice 
Chancellor  , of  Queen’s  University. 
Belfast;  the  first  woman  and  the 
first  Calholic  to  hold  that  job.  But  of 
course,  a Belfast  upbringing  has 
endowed  her  with  an  accent  It  was 
a shock  to  me  to  hear  radio, 
television  and  newspaper  colum- 
nists griping  about  that  “harsh, 
irritating”  northern  accent  of  hers. 
It  is  not,  in  fact  Bui  it  certainly 
grates  on  the  ears  in  trendy  Dublin 
4. 

The  flat-capped  man  in  the  street 
in  Mullingar,  an  the  other  hand, 
seizes  my  sleeve  to  say  that 
McAleese  is  “the  only  one  by  a long 
shot  Carries  herself  well.  Same 
mannerisms  as  Mary  Robinson, 
same  hand  gestures.  She’ll  sail 
through  it." 

Not  quite,  however  “apolitical" 
the  presidency  is  supposed  to  be. 
She  may  be  able  to  strip  away  her 
own  “baggage"  and  extend  an 
"unflinching  hand  of  friendship"  to 
make  peace  with  the  Unionists,  but 
Unionists  (who  ended  up  loving 
Mary  Robinson)  do  not  yet  feel  the 


same  way  about  McAleese.  As  she 
said:  “The  greatest  barriers  of  all 
are  in  our  own  minds." 

Her  last  speech  on  Thursday 
night  was  at  the  opening  of  the 
Ideal  Home  Exhibition  in  Dublin, 
a nightmarish  display  of  all  the 
most  hideous  things  you  could  put 
inside  a house.  She  made  a noble 
speed),  remembering  seeing  at  the 
first  ideal  Home  Exhibition,  her 
first  fined  kitchen,  her  first  Vene- 
tian blind. 


Hard-up 
widow 
fails  to 


raise 


a laugh 


ON  paper  the  Royal  Opera's  new 
production  of  Lehar’s  Merry  Wid- 
ow looked  failsafe.  There  is  a 
Viennese  conductor  (Dietfried 
Bemet),  a classy  double  act  in 
Felicity  Lott  and  Thomas  Allen, 
who  sing  and  speak  their  lines 
with  innate  stylishness,  and  the 
tried  and  trusted  production  team 
of  Graham  Vick  (director),  Richard 
Hudson  (designer)  and  Ron  How- 
ell (choreographer).  So  it  is  hard  to 

say  precisely  why  the  first  night  fell 
as  flat  as  last  month's  sachertone, 
though  an  audience  resolutely 
determined  not  to  enjoy  itself  had 
a lot  to  do  with  it  Smart  line  after 
smart  line  in  Jeremy  Sams’s  new 
translation  went  by  without  so 
much  as  a rustle  of  recognition.  let 
alone  a titter. 

Perhaps  it  all  boils  down  to  a 
question  of  millions  — and  not  the 
Widow’s  millions  either.  The  fam- 
ous £78  million  from  the  Lottery,  in 
which  the  company  is  supposed  to 
be  wallowing,  is  of  course  — as 
commentators  either  will  not  or 
choose  not  to  recognise  — ear- 
marked for  the  rebuilding  of  the 


OPERA  FIRST  NIGHT 
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She  invoked  Irish  pride  in 
home  ownership  but  said  it 
was  depressing  that  the 
downside  of  wealth  cre- 
ation is  that  house  prices  are  now 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  young. 

On  the  BBC’s  Question  Time 
from  Belfast.  John  Hume  is  speak- 
ing with  soft-voiced  reason.  If 
Hume  had  stood,  he  might  have 
proved  more  acceptable  than  any  of 
the  five  existing  candidates. 

As  it  is,  it  wiU  not  be  a shoo-in  for 
either  of  the  Marys,  but  it  is 
McAleese  who  people  are  talking 
about.  Which  should  work  to  her 
advantage  in  a chattering  country 
— but  might  not 


Opera  House.  The  company  itself 
is  simply  poverty  stricken  and  on 
this  showing  looks  it 
But  operetta  has  got  to  look 
expensive,  and  this  doesn't  the 
costume  fabrics  look  cheap,  there 
simply  aren't  enough  people  to 
populate  even  the  Shaftesbuiy 
Theatre’s  small  stage,  and  Jennifer 
Pipton’s  flat  lighting  fails  to 
breathe  the  slightest  whiff  of 
romance  into  the  plain  box  set 
There  are  nice  moments  in 
Vickis  direction  — raucous 
showgirls  as  the  Grisettes.  and 
Hanna  paying  Danilo  for  his  waltz 
at  the  Act  1 curtain  — and  some 
curious  miscalculations:  the  cli- 
max of  Act  11  is  killed  stone  dead 
by  the  whole  company  suddenly 
sitting  down.  It’s  all  a bit  too 
tasteful,  and  one  longs  for  a sharp 
injection  of  good  old-fashioned 
showbiz  vulgarity.  That  goes  for 
the  music  too.  Bemet  could  risk  a 
bit  more  schmaltz  without  sending 
everyone’s  sugar-level  soaring  to 
health-threatening  heights. 

There  is  an  excellent 
Valendenne  in  the  young  Arme- 
nian soprano  Juliette  Galstian. 
who  can  dance  as  wdl  as  she  sings, 
and  Claudio  Desderi  battles  hero- 
ically with  a spoking  role  in  a 
language  not  his  own.  But  the 
romantic  tenor  role  is  disastrously 
miscast  and  the  comic,  David 
Ross,  works  loo  hard  and  in  the 
wrong  idiom  — ail  those  Benny 
Hill-style  jokes  must  go.  Or  is  the 
Royal  Opera  serious  about  attract- 
ing a tabloid  audience? 


Rodney  Milnes 


OPERA  & BALLET 
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The  Boston 


Tea  Party 
and  Louise 


Bronwen  Maddox  on  cheap 
childcare  and  anti-British  bias 


Ir  is  a misfortune  to  be 
British  in  a Boston  court- 
room. That  was  my  first 
thought,  watching  the  careful, 
anxious,  utterly  compelling 
testimony  of  Louise  Wood- 
ward. the  British  au  pair 
accused  of  shaking  one-year- 
old  Matthew  Eappen  to  death. 
My  second  reaction  is  that 
America  is  in  a mess  on  the 
whole  question  of  childcare. 
The  seminar  which  Hillary 
Clinton  hosted  in  the  White 
House  on  Thursday  conspired 
in  the  delusion  that  childcare 
is  cheap  — one  the  country 
must  soon  regret. 

Whichever  way  one's  sym- 
pathies lie.  the  Louise 
Woodward  trial,  which  re- 
sumes on  Monday,  is  a night- 
marish case.  At  its  heart,  as 
die  packed  courtroom  heard 
on  Thursday,  is  conflicting, 
complicated  medical  evidence 
about  the  cause  of  the  baltys 
death.  The  prosecution  says  he 
had  injuries  caused  by 
shaking,  the  defence  that  he 
died  from  undetected  internal 
bleeding  which  was  weeks  old. 

That  medical  uncertainty 
plays  on  every  working  par- 
ent's fear  about  what  exactly 
happens  at  home  during  the 
day.  It  also  opens  the  door  to 
all  the  nationalistic  prejudices 
which  can  be  projected  on  to 
Louise  Woodward’s  blank, 
round  face. 

Those  prejudices  exist 
Many  people  in  Boston  are 
outraged  at  suggestions  that  a 
young  woman  mighr  not  get  a 
fair  trial  in  their  town  just 
because  she  is  British.  But  the 
depth  of  anti-British  feeling  in 
Boston  can  run  deeper  than 
innocent  visitors  might  sus- 
pect. The  British  see  Boston  as 
the  American  city  which,  with 
its  gaslights  and  brick  town- 
houses.  most  resembles  home. 

I write  as  someone  with  a 
large  web  of  Boston  Irish  and 
Italian  relatives  on  one  side  of 
the  family.  For  a start,  there  is 
the  still-powerful  Irish  ele- 
ment in  the  city’s  politics.  No 
politician  seeking  higher  of- 
fice, such  as  Tom  Reilly,  the 
district  attorney  in  charge  of 
the  case,  will  gain  many  votes 
by  being  seen  to  go  soft  on  the 
British. 

Farther  back,  there  is  Bos- 
ton's role  as  the  crudble  or  the 
American  Revolution,  most 
famously  in  the  1773  Boston 
Tea  Party,  when  merchants 
tipped  the  tea  of  the  East  India 
Company  into  Boston  Har- 
bour in  protest  against  the 
company's  monopoly,  im- 
posed by  Westminster.  Boston 
schoolchildren  still  recite  the 
tale  of  “the  midnight  ride  of 
Paul  Revere"  to  warn  the  town 
that  "the  British  are  coming". 

In  some  quarters,  the  Brit- 
ish an?  still  the  enemy,  even  if 
they  come  in  the  guise  of 
young  schoolgirls.  It  is  hard 
nor  to  think  that  these  factors 
have  played  a part  in  decisions 
such  as  making  the  charge 
against  Louise  Woodward  one 
of  first-degree  murder,  and 
refusing  to  gram  her  bail.  Her 
bail  application  was  denied 
even  though  she  offered  to 
wear  an  electronic  tag  and  to 
stay  with  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  local  church,  and 
even  though  her  parents  had 
offered  to  pledge  their  home  as 
security.  The  influential  Bos- 


ton Globe  attacked  the  court 
for  the  decision,  accusing  Mr 
Reilly  of  playing  to  anti-British 
sentiment 

Nor  are  British  reserve  and 
a British  accent  helpful  to 
Louise  Woodward.  As  she  took 
the  stand  on  Thursday,  she 
displayed  exactly  the  qualities 
you  might  want  in  an  au  pain 
she  was  careful,  ordered,  me- 
thodical But  amid  the  drama 
of  an  American  court,  a British 
accent  sounds  clipped  and  flat. 
Her  plump,  impassive  face 
helps  her  in  that  it  gives  the  lie 
to  the  prosecution’s  case  that 
she  was  a giddy  teenager,  but 
it  damns  her  in  the  eyes  of 
many  who  find  her  altogether 
"too  calm".  Diana.  Princess  of 
Wales's  Panorama  eyes  and 
tear-swallowing  voice  would 
have  helped  her  more,  one 
suspects. 

The  real  lesson  from  the 
case,  however,  is  that  America 
is  indulging  itself  in  the  belief 
that  childcare  can  be  cheap. 
When  you  look  at  Louise 
Woodward,  the  folly  is  obvi- 
ous. You  cannot  hire  an  18- 
year-old.  pay  her  far  less  than 
a trained  adult  on  the  ground 
that  you  are  giving  her  foreign 
experience,  deny  her  a grown- 
up social  life  and  still  expect 
her  to  assume  the  responsibil- 
ities of  an  adult 

That  is  a lesson  the  Clintons 
should  already  know.  In  1993, 
President  Clinton  lost  Zoe 
Baird,  a nominee  for  Attorney- 
General.  to  the  “Nannygate" 
scandal,  when  it  was  revealed 
that  she  employed  two  illi 
immigrants  to  look  after 
children,  and  also  foiled  to  pay 
their  soda!  security.  Her  ex- 
planation was  that  she  was 
simply  doing  as  thousands  of 
profess! 


professional  women  had  done. 


At  the  other  end  of  the 
social  scale,  America’s 
ambitious  welfare  re- 
form experiment  assumes  a 
huge  expansion  of  govern- 
ment-provided childcare.  State 
governments  plan  to  cut  off 
benefits  entirely  to  force 
people  to  find  work.  Insisting 
that  the  rules  apply  to  single 
mothers,  even  those  with  ba- 
bies just  months  old.  many 
state  governments  are  supply- 
ing childcare  free  of  charge. 

But  this  is  costing  a fortune, 
which  may  not  be  sustainable. 
Nor  is  there  any  reassurance 
thar  this  “care"  is  good  for 
these  infants.  Think-tanks  are 
already  worrying  about  the 
long-term  effects. 

That  is  why  Hillary  Clin- 
ton’s initiatives,  announced  on 
Thursday,  sound  so  hollow. 
Federal  spending  on  the  grand 
scale  was  not  on  offer,  she 
made  clear.  She  feU  back 
hopefully  instead  on  that  old 
favourite  of  politicians  with  no 
money,  “public-private  part- 
nerships". 

Ten  years  from  now,  it  will 
be  harder  to  keep  up  that 
pretence.  Childcare  may  well 
be  the  factor  that  causes  the 
welfare  experiment  to  unravel 
and  which  forces  working 
parents  — even  if  not  always 
mothers  — to  spend  more  rime 
at  home.  Whether  or  not 
Louise  Woodward  did  the 
things  of  which  she  stands 
accused,  she  is  the  victim  of 
America’s  wishful  thinking 
that  childcare  comes  cheap. 
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Sycamore  spinners 

The  genus  propagates  by  dissemination  with.  a 
Not  always  successful  (see&gXb),  the  effect  is  to  Scwseeds 


A collection  of  Nature  Notes  is  now  available  in  book  form.  To  order  a signed  copy,  see  Weekend  Page  13. 


The  sceptical  temptation 


If  EMU  is  successfully  launched, 
Britain  will  be  a part  of  1l  This 
is  as  near  to  a fact  — not  a 
Labour  or  a Conservative  fact, 
but  a British  Government  foot  — as  it 
is  possible  to  come  about  a political 
derision  still  to  be  made. 

This  faa  underpins  the  tortured 
manoeuvrings  over  this  past  week, 
which  are  set  to  culminate  in  a 
statement  to  be  given  to  the  reassem- 
bled House  of  Commons  on  Monday 
by  the  Chancellor.  These  manoeuv- 
rings point  to  two  worrying  states  of 
affairs:  first,  that  there  is  a potential 
breach  between  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Chancellor,  although  not  the 
one  previously  advertised;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  we  may  be  about  to  have  a 
decision  taken  to  rule  out  entry  to  the 
European  single  currency  for  this 
Parliament,  a derision  which  runs 
counter  to  prudent  governance. 

The  breach  between  the  two  most 
powerful  politicians  in  the  country 
was  advertised  as  bring  over  Europe, 
with  Tony  Blair  said  ro  he  sceptical 
and  Gordon  Brown  an  enthusiast. 
For  all  the  nuanoes  which  exist  in 
their  positions,  they  do  not  amount  to 

a quarrel.  Both  men 

believe  that  Britain  should 
be  part  of  a European 
currency  that  works  and 
that  to  stay  out  would  be 
damaging.  But  both  also 
believe  that  economic  and 
political  reasons  speak 
against  early  entry. 

The  tension  between 
them  is  not  over  Europe, 
but  is  a matter  of  power.  It 
has  been  dramatised  in  the  past  week 
by  the  issue  of  spin-doctoring,  al- 
though the  essence  of  the  problem  is 
not  what  the  doctors  did  or  did  not 
spin,  but  what  they  represent. 

Alastair  Campbell  is  the  Prime 
Minister's  press  secretary,  and  effect- 
ive head  of  rite  Government  Informa- 
tion Service.  Charlie  Whelan  is 
Gordon  Brown’s  private  and  political 
press  secretary,  who  has  no  forma! 
status  in  Government  at  all  He  is 
pan  of  the  dose  and  talented  group  of 
aides  with  whom  Mr  Brown  has 
surrounded  himself.  He  is  not  there, 
as  other  special  advisers  are,  to  assisr 
on  polity.  He  is  explicitly  there  to 
promote  the  profile  of  the  Chancellor. 

This  is  a uniquely  powerful  Chan- 
cellor. Well  before  Labour  came  to 
Government,  he  envisaged  Treasury 
control  over  much  of  the  government 
machine  — especially  over  the  main 
spending  departments  such  as 


Brown  should  not  rule  out  EMU,  but 


wait  and  spin,  says  John  Lloyd 


Keeping  the 
door  open 
to  entry  is 
just  prudent 
governance 


tion  — in  part  because  they  spend  so 
much  money  but  in  greater  part 
because  they  required  restructuring 
and  he  wished  to  decide  on,  and  in 
some  measure  even  actually  to  do. 
that  vast  work.  He  has  appointed  a 
number  of  business  people  to  think 
through  this  restructuring,  all  work- 
ing parallel  with,  and  no  doubt  in 
contradiction  to.  departmental  minis- 
ters and  their  advisers.  Mr  Brown's 
Welfare  to  Work  scheme  involves  a 
recasting  of  the  delivery  of  services 
and  benefits,  of  the  shape  of  educa- 
tion and  of  assumptions  about  work. 

He  is  a very  mighty  baron.  The 
scope  of  his  power  encompasses  not 
just  a Treasury  of  unusual  ambition, 
but  a patronage  which  can  extend 
protection  to  ministers  such  as  Harri- 
et Harman,  the  Social  Security1 
Secretary.  She  has  frosty  relations 
with  Frank  field,  her  deputy,  who 
has  been  entrusted  by  the  Prime 
Minister  with  the  task  of 
rethinking  tire  welfare 
stale. 

In  a speech  last  month  to 
a conference  on  “Modern- 
ising the  Policy  Process", 
Peter  Mandrison.  Minister 
without  Portfolio  and  still 
the  closest  of  aides  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  endorsed 
Ferdinand  Mount’s  de- 
scription of  the  existing 
ital  system  as  "a  loose 
iai  monarchy”.  The  large  tasks 
new  Labour  had  set  itself,  he  said, 
"demand  a different,  more  effective 
system  of  government",  with  a 
“strong  centre  at  its  hub". 

Before  it  has  strengthened  itself, 
the  centre  is  challenge!  by  the  vast 
barony  of  the  Treasury,  its  influence 
and  pazronage  spreading  throughout 
Government.  Mr  Whelan’s  crime  Is 
not  his  spin-doctoring,  nor  even  that 
he  departed  from  his  master’s  text  in 
spinning:  but  thar  he  exists  in  his 
present  form.  For  he  is  a standing 
reminder  that  the  Chancellor  is  not 
just  the  most  powerful  minister,  but 
that  he  has  constituted  a separate 
power  centre,  one  with  advisers  who 
will  not— as  do  civil  servants  — seek 
that  Treasury 


Health.  Social  Security  and  Educa- 


io  ensure  tnai  Treasury  concerns 
ultimately  mesh  with  Prime  Ministe- 
rial ones,  but  who  are  single-minded 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  agenda. 

The  Prime  Minister  and  the  Chan- 


cellor remain  dose.  As  in  Opposition, 
so  in  Government  they,  tend  to  meet 
without  others  present  and  to  settle 
matters  —to  foe  fury  of  dvil  servants. 
But  outside,  their  entourages  and 
supporters  fight  a subterranean  war 
of  advantage —as  if  the  heads  of  the 
Montagu  and  Capulet  dans  had 
agreed  amicably  to  run  Verona,  while 
allowing  their  henchmen  to  lay 
ambushes  for  each  other  in  the  alleys. 

Mr  Mandrison  believes  that  the 
wound  Mr  Brown  inflicted  on  him- 
self when  he  gave  Mr  Blair  a dear 
run  for  the  party  leadership  after  the 
death  of  John  Smith  still  bleeds.  If  so, 
the  Chancellor  stanches  it  by  activity 
and  the  exercise  of  power.  This  past 
week,  when  his  camp  was  seat  to. 
have  mishandled  an  attempt  to  make 
dear  that  Prime  Minister  and  Chan- 
cellor were  united  on  Europe,  he  has 
suffered  a setback:  Mr  Blairt  ginger 
handling  of  his^  longtime  ally  may, 
after  tins,  be  less  tinged 
with  the  guilt  of  having 
surpassed  one  to  whose 
leadership  qualities  even 
he  had  once  deferred. 

What  wall  be  the  out- 
come for  policy?  Mr 
Brown,  it  is  now  bang  said 
— or  spun  — will  put  an 
end  to  all  speculation  next 
week  and  rule  out  finally, 
entry  into  EMU  in  this 
Parliament  Both  Mr  Campbell  and 
Mr  Whelan  briefed  after  the  Chancel- 
lor's interview  with  this  newspaper  a 
week  ago  that  his  cloudy  comments 
meant  no  entry  tills  side  of  an 
election.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  both 
could  have  so  mistaken  the  messages 
they  were  given  as  to  distort  utterly 
the  messages  they  passed  on. 

But  I hope  they  did.  For  the 
Government's  position  before  it  hard- 
ened over  this  past  week  did  make 
economic  sense.  It  did  not  make 
short-term  political  sense,  and  if  that 
consideration  wins,  it  means  that  tire 
worst  side  of  new  Labour  triumphs 
over  the  better. 

In  discussions  an  EMU  over  the 
summer,  it  was  recognised  that 
economics  and  politics  told  against 
first-wave  entry.  The  business  tyde 
was  out  of  kilter  with  the  Continent, 
and  sterling  was  overvalued;  at  the 
same  time,  a steady  majority  of  tin: 
British  refused  to  be  attracted  to  the 


loss  of  sterling  as  their  currency.  The 
antidote  was  education,  education, 
education — towmihe  people  over  to 
a view  of  the'  European  Union  more 
positive  than  that  atoned  in  by  years 
of  near-chauvinism  dressed  up  as 
statesmanship.  Paddy  Ashdown  and 
Lord  Jenkins  of  Hiflhead  were  enthur 
siastic  about  anearlyreferendian  on 
entry  while  Labour  was  papular  and 


the  Opposition  incoherent.  This  was 
considered. 


Delay  did 
not  role  out 
a pro-EMU 
rhetorical 
offensive 


rod  rejected.  • 

The  posture  decided  Upon  was  thus 
for  delay  — but  delay  interleaved 
with  enthusiasm;  and  a gradually 
intensifying  rhetorical  .'offensive  in 
favour  of  the  European  cause.  And 
not  just  rhetoric  the  Government  has 
broken  through  tire  taboo  whidi  the 
Tories  sought  to  erect  about  the  soagl 
chapter,  and  published  a White 
Paper  allowing  die  incorporation  of 
die  European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  into  British  law.  • - 
Here.was.a  reasonable,-'  if.  undra- 
matic.  position.  It  was  uncertain,  but 
could  ijpt  beM otherwise.  For 
Governmenf  cannorkhoW-if  El 
will  succeed;  how  sterling  will  react; 
how  much  pressure,  will  fall  -on 
.•  British  finance  and  indus- 
• try  if  it  does  not  succeed, 
nor  how  much  pressure 
business  — and  organised 
labour  — will  put  on  the 
Government  to-  get  m 
quickly.'  And  snoe  it  does 
nor  know,  it  should  leave 


open  the  door  of  possibility 
ofenl 


entry  in  this  Parliament 

It  may  not  be  likdy.  but  it 

is  possible,  it  is  prudent 
guardianship  of  die  nation’s  interests 
to  say  so.  and  to  act  upon  ft.  * - 
We  should  hope  that  Mr  Brown 
reflects  on  this  before  he  rises  next 
week.  Uncertainty,  to  be  sore,  is 
unwelcome  to  die  Oty,  but  until  last 
week,  the  City  lived  happily  and 
profitably  with  it  Ruling  out  entry 
seems  driven  more  by  political  than 
by  eoopomic  considerations. 

The  Conservatives  have  responded 
in  kind;  their  decision  this  week  to 
rule  out  entry  for  two  Parliaments, 
nor  one,  is  an  apeing  of  the  worst  of 
new  Labour.  William  Hague's  dis-. 
curbing  propensity  to  steal  his  oppo- 
nents’ populism  merely  confirms  die 
Tories’  xnarghudity.  Labour  should 
have  the  courage  of  its  necessary 
uncertainty,  and  boldly  speak  out  for 


continued  sitting  on  foe 


The  author  is  associate  editor  of  the 
New  Statesman.  - 

Simon  Jenkins  will  return  next  week. 
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or  a dude? 


Simon  Barnes  on 


birdwatching  and 
its  pecking  order 


I dipped  out  on  the  Siberian 
rubythroat.  Didn't  even  try  for  it 
I left  it  to  the  several  hundred 
twftchers  who  surrounded  the  poor 
windblown  fittie  scrap  of  feathers 
that  fetched  up  in  Dorset  this  week. 
So  I was  well  and  truly  gripped  off. 
wasn’t  I? 

J don't  twitch.  That  is  to  say,  I don't 
chase  rare  birds.  I don't  even  keep  a 
list,  despite  foe  Bill  Oddie  Rule  which 
states  that  all  birders  keep  a list  even 
if  it*5  only  a list  of  the  number  of  times 
they  tell  people  they  dont  keep  a list. 
‘ And  besides.  I have  left  it  a bit  fate 
to  join  the  elite  of  twircher  society. 
About  ten  years  ago.  a Ufa  list  of  300 
— that  is  to  say,  300  spedes  of  bird 
that  you  have  seen  in  Britain  — was 
considered  pretty  good  going.  But 
soon,  h was  not  until  you  reacted  400 
that  you  had  broken  foe  sound 
barrier  and  were  cruising  towards 
the  upper  levels  of  twitching: 

- - Now,  if  you  want  to  sup.at  the  high 
table,  then  breaking  400  still  leaves 
you  with  a marathon  to  traveL  The 
top  man  in  twitching  is  Ron  Johns, 
who  is  now  on  513.  Among  those  dose 
behind  is  Richard  Millington,  on  500, 
-who  runs  Birtfline,.  the  twitchers* 
nationwide  telephone  information 
service. 


T obtained  these  figures  from  Lee 
Evans,  not  so  much  foe  heir  apparent 
to  Ron  Johns  as  tin  Bolingbroke.  He 
is  on498.I  reached  him  on  hismobfle 
in  the  Isles  of  Sally,  where  he  was 
chasing  autumn  migrants.  "Much 
about?"  I asked,  foe  classic,  indeed, 
the  only,  meaningful  birder's  ques- 
tion. “Nah.  Only  common  yeflow- 
throat  ehH  bfackpoIL" 


I am- not  a!  thehigh  table,  nor  near 
enough  to  scrabble  for  foe 
crumbs.  But  I know,  enough  not 
to  say:  “I  saw  a Mediterranean  gull  in 
my  garden.”  Natwitdispeak  prefers: 
”1  had  Med  - gull  the  other  week. 
Garden  tide"  I did.  too.  But  oh.  the 
condescension,  even  contempt  I 
would  arouse  if  it  had  been  my  first 
Mediterranean  gull.  Med  gull?  Huh! 
Dude's  tide! 

A dude,  you  see,  is  a person  who 
. fiai  hinoodari.  likes  hinis.  but  is  not 
to  be  taken  seriously.  An  amateur, 
nof  .an  expert;..*  dilettante,  not  a 
^virtuoso:  stikebkaber.  not  a Kenner. 
-Metaphorically  speaking,  everybody 
is  either^  twitdier  or  a dude.  " 
Now  it  impossible  that  I have  given 
the  impression  that  foe  world  of 
twitchers  is  deeply  status -conscious, 
to  foe  point  of  snobbery.  That  there  is 
a hierarchy  that  amounts  to  a caste 
system.  If  I have  given  this  impres- 
sion, then  r have  done  an  absolutely 
first-dass  job. 

Twitching  is  riven  with  erivy, 
ambition,  pride,  shame,  hope  and 
fear.  Just  like  every  other  world. 
Twitching  has  its  top  people  who 
have  earned  .their  place,  its  young 
aspirants,  its  threatening  rivals,  its 
no-hopers  and  never-wozzers.  This 
does -not  make  twitching  unique. 

Try  hanging  your  blazer  on  Ian 
Botham's  peg  at  a Test  match.  Try 
bagging  foe  place  by  the  radiator  if 
you  are  an  apprentice  jump  jockey. 
Try  taking  Tony  Blair’s  chair  at  a 
Cabinet  meeting.  Tty.  for  that  matter, 
sitting  in  Mr  Wilkins's  choir  stall  — 
Mr  Wilkins,  who  has  led  the  choir  (by 
about  half  a bar)  for  the  past  40  years. 

It  is  tempting  to  assume  that 
English  people  must  create  a class 
system  wherever  they  find  them-’ 
selves.  But  ft- more  to  do  with  the 
human  hunger  for  hierarchy.  If  we 
can't  be  boss,  then  it  helps  to  know 
who  is.  It  is  not  so  much  snobbery  as 
an  ineluctable  part  of  human  nature. 
Meanwhile,  status-seekers,  some- 
thing for  the  weekend.  There’s  a 
Blyth’s  reed  warbler  and  a pied 
wheater  in  Yorkshire  as  J write . . . 


Regal  rider 


COCKING  a snook  at  the  dreaiy  notion  of  a bicycling  monarchy.  King 
Juan  Carlos  is  rapidly  becoming  the  motorbiking  King.  The  Spaniard  has 
dei  eloped  a dangerous  weakness  for  whire-knuckie  rides  on  classic  British 
motorbikes  and  is  considering  a dash  round  the  notorious  Isle  of  Man  TT 
course.  The  King  has  been  dropping  hints  that  he  would  love  a spin  on  a 
Manx  Norton,  the  legendary  ma- 


chines which  growled  to  triumph 
in  foe  1950s.  This  has  been  discreet- 
ly conveyed  to  Allan  Robinson,  the 
secretary  of  the  TT  Riders  Associ- 
ation. He  has  responded  by  send- 
ing an  invitation  to  Madrid, 
suggesting  that  the  King  ride  in  a 
“lap  of  honour"  before  next  year’s 
Isle  of  Man  race.  In  90  years,  the 
race  has  claimed  170  victims. 

“I'm  not  surprised  the  King 
admires  the  Manx  Norton,*’  puffs  a 
proud  Mr  Robinson.  “For  anyone 
who  was  young  in  the  1950s,  it  was 
the  bike,” 

The  King  has  acquired  a private 


collection  of  classic  bikes  and 
presents  the  trophies  at  the  Spanish 
Grand  Prix,  but  has  never  graced 
foe  handlebars  of  a Norton.  But 
fear  not  — Summerfield  Engineer- 
ing. a little  firm  in  Derbyshire,  will 
supply  a 500cc  machine.  “We  are 
delighted  to  offer  a bike  fit  for  a 
king,"  splutters  my  man  in  the 
goggles,  one  Mike  Summerfield. 

So  will  the  monarch  be  flying 
around  the  37-miie  circuit?  This  is 
something."  purrs  a delectable 
sehora  in  the  Spanish  Royal 
Household,  “that  His  Majesty  is 
considering  personally,” 


a Cambridge  man.  “Tony  was  a 
very  sharp  operator  but  most 
certainly  not  a sporonan.  He  was 
made  to  play  but  he  didn't  make  it 
into  any  of  the  teams." 


Brawn  loser 


MEETING 


RECENTLY  I became  acquainted 
with  Ian  Robertson,  the  former 
Scottish  rugger  player  and  com- 
mentator. By  happy  chance  he 
coached  foe  Prune  Minister 
through  his  Oxford  entrance  exams 
while  a teacher  at  Feties. 

■Tony  Blair  was  a real 
smart****,"  he  teils  me.  Tragically 
1 taught  him  to  read  and  write,  but 
that  was  after  his  A levels.  He  was 
very  bright  and  probably  one  of  the 
best  students  I ever  had,  but  he 
only  got  into  Oxford.”  Robertson  is 


• REVENGE  is  in  store  for  Tony 
Blair.  The  opening  to  the  Com- 
monwealth shindig  with  its  bongo 
drums  and  new  Labour  optimism 
was  toe-curling  (one  poem  chanted 
by  teenage  girts  was  so  banal,  it 
could  have  been  penned  by- the 
Poet  Laureate).  At  least  Alastair 
Campbell  insisted  that  bagpipes 
should  still  be  played.  But  Edin- 
burgh Castle  is  not  satisfied:  pipers 
plan  to  play  the  Highland  Laddie. 
a jibe  at  Mr  Blair,  who  has  shown 
scam  enthusiasm  for  Scotland 
since  Fettes. 


• THIS  regime  is  beastly  to  infor- 
mation officers.  The  latest  victim  is 
Graham  Blakeway,  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture.  Two  days  after  a 
“free  and  frank"  chat  over  his  role, 
Blakeway  was  rushed  to  hospital 
with  suspected  angina . Happily  he 
is  now  recovered.  " Graham  was  al- 
ready under  stress.  Hts  had  BSE 
for  over  a year”  J am  told.  Wres- 
tling with  the  agricultural  effects 
rather  tkan  the  disease.  I trust 


Cut  and  blow 


Lean  time 


“ Sorry , I didn't  recognise  you  without  your  socks." 


OLD  TIMES 

"Our  sovereignty  doesn't  be- 
long to  the  Govamment  to  give 
away:"  {Roderick  Forsyth, 
Who  ones  addressed  an  ants- 
. Euro  ratty  with  the  fata  Jenny 
Goldsmith  but  now  Ms  a 
group  of  Oxford  students  that 
he  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  Referendum  f^rty.) 
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ONE  OF  Yorkshire's  grandest 
stately  homes  may  be  reduced  to  a 
pile  of  15th-century  rubble:  the 
walls  of  Ripley  Castle,  home  to  Sir 
Thomas  IngUby,  are  tilting  so  wild- 
ly that  the  place  might  fall  down. 

Sir  Thomas,  who  inherited  the 
pad  far  his  18th  birthday,  is  dearly 
nervous.  "One  wing  was  built  with- 
out foundations  and  the  floors  are 
collapsing  as  the  walls  lean  llin 
from  vertical,"  he  says. 

Rather  than  be  turfed  out. 
Ingilby  hopes  to  raise  £750.000 
with  help  from  foal  social  security 
office  to  the  aristocracy.  English 
Heritage.  He  should  avoid  dossing 
down  in  the  stable-block:  it  is  being 
held  up  with  scaffolding. 


BRUCE  Willis  has  had  trouble  get- 
ting his  hair  cuL  To  test  the  ease 
with  which  normal  sorts  can  get 
into  fashionable  joints.  Watchdog 
phoned  Nicky  Clarke,  crimper  to 
Cherie  Booth  and  other  regal  types. 
Asking  for  a quick,  snip,  he  was  fold 
foe  master  groomer  was  booked 
until  the  new  year.  Calling  again  as 
"Bruce  Willis"  (who  is  an  American 
actor),  he  was  mid  he  could  be  done 
that  day.  When  Mr  Willis  — a pig 
farmer  from  Swindon  — turned  up 
for  his  trim,  he  strangely  found  the 
stylist  “too  busy". 


newtimes.  • v 

The  Royal  Navai  Museum  To  ■; 
Portsmouth  fa  moving  lido  tffa..', 
booze  businees  In. 

Christmas.  But  -rafoar 
rum,  it  wB  .sd  a 
French;  wirtesi 

abto  to  dmoM  from  Neteoefc- 
Ctaretor  T raffagar  Bwguodyi#. 
eU  sounds  rather  bloodti*aty,7  j 


Game  on:  Kate  Alderton  and  Nina  Conti;  Tamara  and  Jack 


PARTY  TIME 

Hampstead  was  playing  i® 

favourite  game:  the  generation- 
game.,  A play  there  brought 
together  Kate  Aldertati,  the 
daughter  of  John  Akfertem  and 
Pauline  Collins,  and  Nina  nnnti. 
the  daughter  of  Tom  Conti;  Ms 
CoUtrts;$  screen  lover  wiJStaky. 
' Valentine:  Kate  was  "watcfted: 
admfrmgfy  by  her  “cid  ftiend- 


Jack  Davenport  (Miles  in  This 
Life).  Also  present  was,  er, 
.Tamara  Beckwith.  All  raved 
. about  Beys'  Life . naturellemenL 
But  Jack,  crumbling  that  he  not 

been  told  2 there  would  be  a new 
series  of  This  Life,  seemed  reluc- 
• tot . to  meet  Ms  Beckwith. 
: TWtot  would  1 say  ip  her?"  he 
Tpiplored.  Tins  is  a question  that 
has  stumped  many  fine  brains. 
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Jasper  Gerard. 
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THE  BILL  FOR  RIGHTS 

Change  is  justified  only  if  British  rights  are  better  protected 


v W The  Human  Rights  Bill  introduced  yes- 
'r*m  terday  by  the  Government  not  only  redeems 
a manifesto  commitment;  it  is  the  fruit  of 
" Kl  . long  political  and  legal  debate.  The  incor- 
PJl-  poration  of  the  1951  European  Convention ' 
011  Human  Rights  into  British  law  has 
Uk/V  support  from  principled  advocates  across 
the  political  spectrum.  They  argue  that  this 
- "wj  convention,  drawn  up  after  the  war  with  the 
-lajjt  aim  of  ensuring  that  no  European  country 
*** h V 7 would  again  violate  basic  human  rights  as 
(gtejNJ  Nazi  Germany  had  done,  embodies  the 
TTgjSi  finest  in  this  country’s  legal  traditions. 

Britain,  took  the  lead  in  drafting  it  and  was 
its  first  signatory.  But  Britain*  almost  alone 
' of  the  signatories,  has  not  folded  this 
r ^ convention  into  the  body  of  domestic  law. 

fer  That  means  that  plaintiffs  must  take  their 
B cases  to  the  European  Court  of  Human 

* * W*®* , Rights  in  Strasbourg,  as  50  have  successfully 

done  since  1966.  This  is  an  expensive  and 
long  drawn  out  process.  This  Bill  would 
enable  Britons  to  seek,  redress  under  the 
convention  in  the  courts  of  this  country. 
jnrifcFwila  Equally  principled  have  been  the  reserva-  ’ 

ifflEpj  dons  esqiressed.  They  begin  with  the  general 

terms  in  'which  tins  short  convention  defines 
the  human  rights  it  protects  and,  still  more 
v importantly,  foe  sweeping  terms  — such  as 
“national  security ...  the  prevention  of 
disorder ...  or  health  or  morals"-  in  which 
I restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  these  rights  are 

; j/l..  I framed.  As  foe  Government’s  White  Paper 
*■»»  rffc  J says,  interpretations  of  foe  convention  have  - 

evolved  down  the  years  to  reflect  “changing 
^77^5  social  attitudes”.  In  Britain,  framing  laws  to 

* '*  protect  rights  m the  light  of  social  evolution 

M ~ T has  always  been  a matter  for  Parliament 

• • ttt  That  process,  whatever  its  detractors,  has 
been  a democratic  guarantor  of  liberty. 

However  true  it  may  be  that  foe  conven- 
tion reflects  foe  spirit  of  Magna  Carta,  foe 
fact  remains  that  such  generality  is  at  odds 
. with  the  detailed,  case  law-based  practices  of 
British  justice.  The  justification  for  incor- 
f ptiration  could  only  be  that  it  enlarged  foe 

* ■ .*•  y freedoms  of  foe  citizen  under  the, law.  But .. 

- a*?  some  articles  in  the  convention  could . be  - 
interpreted  in  such  a way  as  to  restrict  them 
instead.  Tte,  question,  who  decides;  is 
P therefore  of  paramount  importance.  ' 
t Hence  foes  eamd,  equally  serious  reserva- 

**2**.l  ti011’  which  is  that  incorporation  could  erode 
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FIRST  IADY,  SECOND  TOOK 

Mrs  Clintott  may  leave  a legacy  for  Robert  Dole 
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Farewell  then  Lady  Macbeth-  Hello,  Mother 
Teresa.  Hfllaiy  Clinton  will  celebrate  her 
50th  birthday  with  a glittering  gala  in 
Chicago,  tanorrcw.^  Last  week  she.  took 
centre  stage  at  aWhite  House  conference  on 
chfl dearer  issues!  Next  week',  she  will  visit 
Northern  Ireland  and  then  trayd  ta  CJje- 
quers  for  a seminar  oh  health  and  welfare 
policy  hosted  by  Tony.  Blair.  The  First  Lady 
is  determined  to  reposition  hersedf.-foar  the 
remainder  of  her  time  m Washington,  asthe 
lander,  gentler  Mrs  Obiton. ■•.,  * 

That  she  should  seek  an  alternative  image 
is  entirely  understandable.  In  truth,  Mrs. 
Clinton  holds  one  of  foe  most  impossible 
posts  in  American  politics.  The  notion  of  the 
First  Lady  has  no  formal  status.  Despite 
that,  ' it  has  considerable  standing.  In  this 
century,  the  position  was  personified  by 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  Mrs  Cfmton’s  ootzrting  .of 
controversy  therefore  puls  her  in  excellent 
company.  But  she  was,  at  one  paint  foe 
most  disliked  First  Lady  on  record. 

Shehrraght  many  of  - those  prohtems  on 
herself.  The  idea  of  a “co-presidencyT’waSan 
affront  to  American  democracy.  The  Presi- 
dents decision  to  put  his  wife  in  charge  ofhis. 
healthcare  proposals  was  a disaster  for  both 
of  them.  The  shadow  of  Whitewater*—  and ; 
foe  apparent  misuse  of  foe  late.  Vincent 
Fbstert  files — st31  hang  over  Mrs  CHntori. 
She  could  yet  face  charges'  of  obstructing 
justice.  . While  - she  is  stoutly  defended 
American  feminists;  .Mrs  Clmton  may  well !- 


have  done  their  cause  more  harm  than  good. 
5he  may  come  to  be  seen,  more  sympath- 
etically, as  a transitional  figure.  Most  of  her 

- predecessor  were  not  political  figures.  She 
has  streing  views  on  almost  every  issue,  yet 
ltwas  assiuned  that,  once  she  married  a man 
almost  addicted  to  election  campaigns,  she 
couldjoot.seek  a political  career  herself. 

: ’ One  of  die  features  of  foe  last  presidential 
contest  was  that  Elizabeth  Dole  outshone 
Mrs:Cliritoii:  Mrs  Dole;  a former  Cabinet 
member  under  Ronald  Reagan  and  George 
Bush!  would  have  been  an  exceptionally 
’ powerful  adviser  had  her  husband  sat  in  the 
Oval -Office.  Mrs  Clinton  was  apparently 
perplexed  that  her  rival  could  be  so  political 
but  strikingly  popular.  In  truth  there  was  no 
paradox;  It  was  the  very  fact  foat  Mrs  Dole 
had  openly  sought  power  in  her  own  right 
that  made  her  respectable.  Although  a 
decade  older  than  Mrs  Clmton.  Mrs  Dole  is, 
in  many  senses,  foe  truly  modem  woman. 

Washington  is  now  awash  with  spe- 
culation: that  Mrs  Dole  might  run  for  the 
White  House  herself  in  three  years’  tuna 
. Democratic  strategists — in  solemn  mood  — 
are.  almost  as  one  in  foe  belief  that  she  would 
: be  by  far  tire  most  difficult  Republican  to 
beat.  It  is  a little  early — with  1,110  days  left 
—toassess  her  electoral  prospects.  It  would, 
though,  be  the  supreme  irony  if  the  person 
who  benefited  from  the  highly  activist  pre- 
cedent set  by.  Mrs  Clinton  were  Robert  Dole, 

- as, en  First  Lord  of  foe  United  States? 


ROUND  THE  READING  ROOMS 

The  dome  is  a cathedral,  but  the  library  is  the  global  bookshelf 
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The  Round  Reading  Koran  of  foe  British ^ lib- 
rary will  doctor  the  last  time  thisevening 
after  MOyearisi  As  with  the  death  of -all  such 
venerable  institutions,  there  is  room  for 
sentiment..  The  room’s  .'mission  Statement 
was  magnificently  humane:,  to  mate-  avail- 
able firee-of  charge  any  bock  that  has  been 
published  (at  least  in  the  English  language). 
Its  design  wasa  cathedral  of  the  book.  Books 
linedjtgwalls,  foe  readers'  desks  formed  foe 
spokes  of,  a whedL  foe  hub  provided  space 
for  foe  catalogue,  and  over  all  soared  foe 
dome,  Its  history  is  extensive  and  eccentric. 

If  all.  tiie.  bocks  read,  written,  researched 
and  plagiarised  there  were  stacked,  they 
wouHffiseveral  miles  of  shelf.  And  many  of 
foeinS^jit  even  be  worth. reading.  Stories 
have  been  set  in  the  Reading  Room,  by  such 
as  Bawd  Lodge.  Malcolm  Muggeridge  and 
Max-rBecAohm.  Hie  novels  tend,  to  be 
detedive  stories*  not  concerned  with  schcflar- 
shq>  sd.ttiutih  as  with  getting  the  body  into 
foe  stacks  in  one  of  the  keepers’  trolleys. 

hfarif.  spent -years  writing  Dos  Kapital 
ttenxand  Latin  and  Trotsky  used  it  as  their 
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Zjt  IH  * , {I?  to  Mow  15)  bther  men’s  homes.  Bernard 
flHj  t ? f Shaw  did  most  of  his  reading  there.  And 
* |f  H*  ;.  Eric  Cartridge  spent  50  yea ra  at  desk  KL 
1 yintetri^ted.  fmm  his  pioneering  studies  of 

s ' ’•••"  ' VV ^laiig tmly-by sui^ clivei^fems as WimWedon 

fortnight  and  . foe  fecond  World  War.: 
Saraud  Erewkon  Butler  was  another  daily 
, presence  who  always  sat  in  foe  same  seat 


Louis  MacNeice  wrote  a poem  to  the 
; Reading  Room,  wifo  an  extended  simile 
about  a beehive,  “Honey  and  wax.  foe 
accumulation  of  years”.  And  his  honey  and 
. wax  (and  debris)  comprise  foe  greatest 
collection  of 1,000 years  of  English  literature. 

But  sentiment  for  foe  Reading  Room 
should  riot  sag  irito  sentimentality.  For  it  can 
sound  like  mourning  for  a plush  Victorian 
restaurant,  where  one  would  be  alarmed  to 
took  info  the  kitchen.  The  Reading  Room 

even  Sfo^  of  cabbage,  though  foe  keepers 

in  foeir. blue  uniforms  were  dressed  more 
like  prison  warders  than  waiters.  The.cent- 
. ral  heating  was  oppressive,  which  was  why 
impoverished  intellectuals  such  as  Gandhi 
came  to  most  there.  And  it  could  take  days 
and  sometimes  months  to  get  served. 

- The  reading  rooms  in  foe  new  British  Lib- 
rary ^ wfll  open  their  doors  next  month-  As^ we 
report  in  the  Magazine,  they  will  provide 
modem  facilities,  a better  menu  and  faster 

• service.  They  will  be  open  free  to  the  general 

public,  not  just  to  foe  elite  selected  for  a read- 
er’s ticket  And  they  will-  conserve  the  books 
instead  of  destroying  them  -by  constant 
. shuttling  around  London.  They  are  are  a 
step  cm  me  road  to  the  global  bookshelf.  And 
for  those  haunted  by  old  ghosts,  foe  Round 
' :Room  will  be  preserved,  with  Its  blue  seats, 
desks  and  reading  lights,  as  a library  related 
to  foe  British  Museum’S  collections.  So  it 

• will:  always  be  an  historic  room  of  foe 
extraordinary  culture  of  foe  British  book. 
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divisions'  established  down  the  centuries 
between  Parliament’s  legislative  supremacy 
and  foe  strictly  interpretative  function  of  the 
judiciary.  This  would  oertainly  have  been 
foe  case  had  the  Government  opted  for  a 
“strong”  form  of  incorporation,  empowering 
judges  to  esercLre  the  doctrine  of  “implied 
repeal”  and  strike  down  any  laws  they  found 
to  be  incompatible  wifo  foe  convention.  . In 
the  most  radical  ccmstitutiorial  upheaval 
since  the  1689  B31  of  Rights,  judges  would 
have  found  themselves  in  a position,  with 
which  most  would  feel  profoundly  un- 
comfortable, of  dictating  to  Parliament 
'With  foe  important  exception  of  secondary 
legislation,  the  Bill  presented  by  Jack  Straw 
has  not  ventured  down  this  path-  Ministers 
wffi  be  required  to  show  that  all  new  legislat- 
ion complies  with  foe  convention.  But  in  the 
case  of  existing  laws,  the  powers  of  the  courts 
will  be  limited  to  drawing  the  attention  of 
Parliament  to  any  “incompatibility”  wifo  foe 
convention.  The  Government  would  then 
move  to  change  the  law  — as  it  already  does 
if  it  loses  a case  at  Strasbourg.  But  until  h 
did,  the  legislation  would  remain  in  force. 

That  reduces  the  risks  of  dashes  between 
the  courts  and  Parliament  but  does  not 
eliminate  them  because  in  other  respects, 
this  Bill  is  less  cautious.  All  public  authori- 
ties will  be  legally  bound  to  comply  with  the 
convention.  If  a court  judges  that  they  have 
done  so,  it  may  quash  their  decisions — even 
iffoey  are  otherwise  lawfiiL 
Still  moredisturbmg  is  the  proposed  “fast 
trade”  for  changing  laws,  following  an  ad- 
verse declaration  by  foe  courts.  The  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  do  this  under  90-minute 
orders.  Such  order  can  be  rejected  by  Par- 
liament, but  scarcely  scrutinised  or 
. amended  with  due  care.  Worse  still,  in  “part- 
icularly urgent"  cases,  the  order  would  take 
immediate  effect  although  it  would  expire 
after  a short  period  if  not  approved  by  both 
Houses.  Some  might  see  this  as  only  a step 
short  of  government  by  decree,  hugely  aug- 
menting executive  power  at  the  expense  of 
foe  legislature.  The  Government  should  give 
this  deeper  thought  The  convention  is  noble 
in  ambition  and  sweeping  in  scope.  But  this 
Bill  could  shift  foe  balance  between  Pariiar 
meat,  and  the  courts,  irreversibly  and  in 
ways  that  may  not  be  evident  for  some  years. 


Lord  Chancellor’s 
legal  aid  reforms 

From  Mr  Austin  MUchell, 

MP  for  Great  Grimsby  (Labour) 

Sir.  The  proposal  by  Lord  Indue  erf 
Lairg  to  extend  the  use  of  conditional 
fees  (report,  October  18:  leading  arti- 
cle, October  23)  may  or  more  likely 
may  not  bring  more  control  of  legal 
aid  and  more  justice  for  the  middle 
classes. 

If  wil]  deprive  same  lawyers  of  their 
excessive  fees.  Yet  it  is  certainly  not  go- 
ing to  bring  justice  to  the  great  major- 
ity of  people  in  their  disputes  with  the 
. wealthy  and  powerful.  By  their  very 
nature  their  cases  initially  don’t  look 
promising.  The  cards  are  always 
stacked  againsr  them.  Who  is  going  to 
fight  them  on  conditional  fees? 

ff  legal  aid  goes,  something  has  to 
replace  it.  Conditional  fees  are  not 
enough.  There  ought  to  be  a safety  net. 
as  Benedict  Bimberg  described  in 
your  Law  pages  (October  21).  This 
would  consist  of  salaried  lawyers  tak- 
ing on  dvfl  and  criminal  litigation.  Le- 
gal aid  has  a bad  reputation  because  it 
so  vastly  enriches  lawyers  who  are  de- 
fending litigants  whose  poverty  is 
often  cosmetic. 

What  is  required  is  a national  net- 
work of  law  centres  and  public  de- 
fenders based  in  every  large  commu- 
nity. This  would  be  cheaper  than  legal 
aid,  because  the  lawyers  would  be  em- 
ployed, nor  part  of  private  practice, 
and  they  would  be  non-profitmaking. 
Conditional  fees  could  accrue  in  them 
and  they  could  take  on  private  clients 
as  well  to  provide  genuine  competi- 
tion with  private  practice  and  keep  it 
on  its  toes. 

The  legal  aid  gravy  train  has  finally 
hit  the  buffers.  As  the  wreckage  is 
cleared  away  it  must  be  replaced  with 
a system  that  is  equitable,  efficient 
and  accessible  to  all.  It  is  time  for  us  to 
put  into  practice  the  proposals  by 
Lord  Rushdifie,  50  years  an  albeit, 
and  enact  a National  Legal  Service 
based  an  a right  to  representation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

AUSTIN  MITCHELL 
(Chair,  Campaign  for  a National 
Legal  Service), 

House  of  Commons. 

October  23. 

From  M r Michael  Gould 

. Sir,  As  you  rightly  say  in  your  leading 
article  today,  conditional  fees  have  so 
for  largely  been  confined  to  personal 
injury  cases,  in  which  it  is  usually  re- 
latively easy  to  assess  the  risk  in- 


Holbein’s  trick  skull  under  the  lens 


So  long  as  the  plaintiff  can  prove 
any  degree  of  contributory  fault  by  an- 
other party  then  he  will  recover  same 
damages  and  usually  be  awarded 
most,  u not  alL  of  his  costs  against  that 
other  party.  The  other  party  will  usu- 
ally also  be  insured,  making  recovery 
of  sums  awarded  straightforward. 
Where  such  factors  are  not  present, 
such  as  in  insolvency  work,  the  use  of 
conditional  fees  although  possible  has 
been  minimaL 

Recent  research  has  indicated  in- 
creasing use  of  this  system  in  personal 
injury  cases,  including  many  in  which 
legal  aid  would  not  have  been  avail- 
able; but  those  cases  might  well  have 
been  taken  on  by  solicitors  without 
conditional  fees,  in  the  expectation  of 
success  and  at  the  risk  of  lasing  and 
having  to  seek  to  recover  costs  from  a 
resentful  client. 

Without  further  research  the  suspi- 
cion must  linger  that  the  main  effect 
so  far  of  conditional  fees  is  to  allow 
some  personal  injury  lawyers  to  re- 
cover higher  fees  at  the  expense  of 
clients.  To  justify  an  extension  of  these 
agreements  and  withdraw  legal  aid 
from  some  areas  of  work  would  ar 
best  be  premature  and  at  worst  dis- 
honest 

Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  GOULD 
(Senior  lecturer). 

Staffordshire  University, 

Law  School. 

Leek  Road. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Staffordshire. 

October  23. 

From  the  Director  of  the 
National  Consumer  Council 

Sir,  The  legal  aid  system  needs  re- 
form, but  it  does  proride  access  to  jus- 
tice for  many  people  who  are  unable 
to  afford  litigation.  To  scrap  a large 
part  of  it  in  favour  of  “no  win,  no  fee" 
agreements  is  potentially  dangerous. 

We  know  of  no  testing  whatsoever 
of  the  viability  of  “no  win,  no  fee"  ag- 
reements from  the  consumer’s  pers- 
pective. No  evidence  is  available  on 
how  well  clients  understand  them  or 
how  satisfactory  they  have  proved  in 
practice.  Nor  do  we  know  whether  di- 
ants  with  good  cases  have  been  refus- 
ed help  by  over-cautious  solidiors.  It 
is  therefore  extremely  disconcerting 
that  foe  Lord  Chancellor  proposes  to 
give  conditional  fees  such  a key  rale  in 
our  legal  system  at  this  stage. 

In  seizing  on  tins  desperate  mea- 
sure, foe  Lentil  Chancellor  appears  to 
have  disregarded  foe  potential  of  Lord 
Woolfs  reforms  of  civil  justice  to  bring 
down  the  oosts  of  legal  aid.  There  is  a 
real  danger  that  foe  new  proposals 
will  deny  heip  to  foe  most  vulnerable 
with  jut  being  a panacea  for  foe 
better-off. 

Yours  sincerely. 

RUTH  EVANS. 

Director, 

National  Consumer  Coondl, 

20  Grosvenor  Gardens.  SW1. 

October 2L 
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From  MrS.  C.  Gardiner 

Sir,  The  work  of  an  art  restorer,  his 
science,  his  skill  his  insight,  is  totally 
sublimated  to  that  of  the  artist  whose 
work  he  is  restoring. 

The  problem  for  foe  viewer  of  older 
artwork  fall  of  which  has  had  to 
undergo  some  restoration)  is  how  res- 
toration is  to  be  judged;  in  what  way 
does  restoration  enlighten  us  in  foe 
present  time?  Or,  is  our  perception  of 
Holbein's  The  Ambassadors  (report, 
October  20)  to  be  renovated  by  the 
particular  view'  taken  by  an  individual 
restorer?  Certainly  not. 

Martin  Wyld’s  work  on  foe  painting 
was  to  reveal  as  much  of  Holbein’s 
original  paintwork  that  was  extant  at 
the  time  of  restoration  and  to  remove 
all  latterly-added  material  which 
overlaid  it.  He  confined  his  restora- 
tion (In  pain  ting)  to  the  areas  where 
foe  original  paint  had  been  lost  (ie, 
flaked  off  the  surface  or  totally  remov- 
ed in  previous  cleanings).  With  mod- 
ern scientific  investigative  techniques 
it  is  quite  possible  to  determine  origi- 
nal paint  from  later  overpainting. 

Thus  it  becomes  possible  for  the  gal- 
lery viewer  to  see  man  Holbein,  and 
less  of  the  18th  and  19th-century  accre- 
tions, which  some  people  have  came 
to  know  and  love.  We  can  now  deride 
for  ourselves  from  what  perspective  to 
view  that  skull. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  C.  GARDINER 
(An  restorer), 

23  Hampton  Road, 

Worcester  Park.  Surrey. 

October  21. 

From  Professor  R.  A Weale 

Sir,  Your  informative  report  on  foe 
problem  of  the  skull  did  not  refer  to 
the  theory  prevalent  years  ago,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  painting  was 
destined  to  be  placed  near  foe  top  of  a 
staircase.  Consequently  those  ascend- 
ing the  stairs  would  see  and  perceive 
the  skull  before  they  could  read  the 
rest  of  the  canvas. 

That  interpretation  appears  to  con- 
flict with  your  advice,  namely  that  foe 
skull  should  be  viewed  from  foe  top 
right-hand  comer  of  the  detail  you 


Changing  childbirth 

From  Baroness  Cumberlege 

Sir.  Nigella  Lawson's  experience  of 
childbirth  under  the  "one-to-one- 
scheme  which  followed  foe  1993  gov- 
ernment report.  Changing  Child- 
birth, is  marvellous  (article,  October 
21). 

Thousands  of  mothers  are  experien- 
cing similar  midwife-led  care,  invol- 
ving the  same  midwife  through  preg- 
nancy. birth  and  aftercare,  but  some 
of  the  units  involved  are  under  threat 
of  closure.  The  reason  is,  of  course, 
money  the  production  line  is  perceiv- 
ed to  be  cheaper  than  individual  care. 
In  fact  foe  difference  in  cost  is  far  from 
proven.  What  is  expensive  is  the  trans- 
ition period  from  one  system  to 
another  when  bofo  may,  for  a short 
while,  be  operating  in  parallel. 

As  a junior  Health  Minister  I took 
foe  very  unusual  derision  to  chair  the 
committee  which  produced  Changing 
Childbirth  and  to  use  my  influence  to 
implement  its  recommendations.  I 
was  and  still  am  convinced  that  giving 
women  the  opportunity  to  choose  how 


Bedrock  of  art 

From  Sir  Michael  Maxwell 

Sir.  I have  recently’ been  asked,  and 
given  consent  for  some  boulders  to  be 
removed  from  the  shoreline  at  Port 
William.  These  boulders,  weighing  up 
to  one  ton,  are  to  be  moved  by  boat  or 
by  helicopter  and  then  fired  in  a kiln 
for  a considerable  period  of  time. 

The  result  will  be  displayed  in  foe 
new  Museum  of  Scotland,  which  will 
open  in  Edinburgh  next  year.  Part  of 
the  display  will  be  indoors  and  will 
show  foe  effect  of  heat  on  rock,  and 
part  will  be  outside  to  show  the  effect 
of  water  on  heated  rock.  This  is 
intended  to  be  thought-provoking. 

I am  not  familiar  with  foe  arnst  or 
his  work  but  can  only  admire  his 
achievement  in  obtaining  funding  for 
such  a project,  especially  as  Scotland 
and  indeed  Edinburgh  is  not  particu- 
larly short  on  rock,  volcanic  or 
otherwise,  and  water. 

Perhaps  foe  whole  system  of  how 
such  projects  are  commissioned  and  if 
the  public  are  gening  value  for  money 
might  be  reviewed.  Dead  sheep  are 
cheaper  to  process  and  move. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MICHAEL  MAXWELL 
Monreifo  House, 

Pbrt  William,  Galloway. 

October  21. 


Wheels  under  fire 

From  MrS.  C.Moss 

Sir,  I was  ratter  amused  by  your  re- 
port, “Housewife  cycles  into  a speed 
trap  at  43mph"  (October  16),  but  while 
congratulating  Mrs  Ros  Jones  cm  her 
obvious  improvement  in  fitness  feel  ir 
does  raise  one  or  two  questions. 

That  she  apparently  achieved  the 
feat  on  a road  described  by  foe  police 
as  “not  hilly  at  all",  against  foe  back- 
ground of  the  entire  ride  in  which  she 
covered  just  seven  miles  in  45  minutes 
(averaging  less  than  IGmph),  is  noth- 
ing short  of  amazing.  As  a first-cate- 
gory raring  cyclist,  1 myself  would 
consider  a ride  of  43mph  noteworthy 
on  my  lightweight  racer,  let  alone  a 
mountain  bike. 


published:  it  can  also  be  viewed  — and 
recognised  — when  viewed  from  the 
bottom  left. 

The  notion  supported  by  Mr  Mich- 
ael Daley  that  foe  skull  should  be 
viewed  through  a glass  cylinder  is 
interesting  but  seems  a little  far- 
fetched. I have  looked  at  both  the 
cleaned  and  the  unrestored  versions 
in  your  article  through  a cylindrical 
piece  of  perspex  25  cm  in  diameter.  In 
either  case  the  skull  is  to  be  seen:  whar 
is  significant,  however,  is  that  foe 
glass  rod  has  to  be  held  at  an  appre- 
ciable angle  from  foe  vertical. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Holbein  would 
have  painted  this  trick  to  amuse  an 
audience  unenn  vers  ant  with  foe  prin- 
ciples of  classical  optics,  it  is  more 
probable  that  the  optician,  Edgar  R. 
Samuel,  who  discovered  foe  phenom- 
enon would  have  realised  that  ana- 
morphic  images  are  distended  in  one 
direction,  and  that  this  can  be  com- 
pensated wifo  a cylindrical  lens. 

Yours  very  truly. 

ROBERT  WEALE. 

King's  College  London. 

Cornwall  House,  Waterloo  Road.  SE1. 
October,  21. 

From  Mr  Edgar  R.  Samuel 

Sir,  I am  delighted  foal  Mr  Michael 
Daley  has  supported  ray  hypothesis, 
which  I explained  in  the  1963  Burling- 
ton Magazine,  that  Holbein  designed 
the  an  amorphic  skull  in  The  Ambas- 
sadors to  be  viewed  from  in  front  of 
foe  painting  through  a negative  cylin- 
drical lens  (of  between  -25  and  -30  di- 
optres): in  other  words  through  the 
sides  of  a thick  glass  tube,  probably  a 
flower  vase. 

Unfortunately  i cannot  support  his 
view  that  the  restoration  of  the  paint- 
ing has  damaged  iL  I have  viewed  foe 
painting  since  it  was  restored  and  the 
image  through  a transparent  tube  is 
just  as  good  as  before  the  restoration. 
The  painting  is  now  cleaner  and  clear- 
er than  ever.  I think  that  the  National 
Galleiy  restorers  did  a great  job. 

Yours  sincerely. 

EDGAR  R.  SAMUEL 
Reform  Club.  Pall  Mall,  SW1. 

October  20. 


foeir  baby  is  bom  has  a profound  ef- 
fect both  upon  the  child's  development 
and  famjjy  life.  If  birth  is  a "happy 
event"  mother  and  child  thrive  from 
the  start.  If  it  is  a traumatic  experience 
foe  mother,  and  probably  the  child, 
have  to  overcome  the  repercussions  of 
that  trauma.  Government  reports 
cannot  guarantee  an  easy  birth,  but 
they  can  maximise  the  chance  of  a 
"happy  event". 

I am  well  aware  that  short-term 
funding  crises  are  also  traumatic  for 
those  allocating  resources,  but  invest- 
ing in  birth  has  a proven  return  in  bet- 
ter health  for  life.  The  expert  commit- 
tee which  produced  Changing  Child- 
birth was  non  party-political  and  foe 
report  gained  cross-party  support.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  too  much  to  ask  that 
women  be  given  choice  and  respect  in 
return  for  producing  and  nurturing 
foe  next  generation. 

Yours  sinoerely, 

JULIA  CUMBERLEGE 
(Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  of 
State,  Department  of  Health,  1992-97). 
House  of  Lords. 

October  21. 


Gypsies  from  Slovakia 

From  the  Ambassador  of  the 
Slovak  Republic 

Sir,  I write  to  challenge  two  state- 
ments in  your  report,  “Romany  refu- 
gees head  for  Britain  after  Canada 
doses  the  door"  (October  20:  letter, 
October  22).  First  you  write:  “Curfews 
have  been  imposed  in  Slovak  vil- 
lages". There  were  attempts  by  some 
local  authorities  to  impose  curfews  as 
long  ago  as  1993  but,  under  strong 
pressure  from  the  national  Govern- 
ment and  general  public,  these  were 
lifted  in  a couple  of  weeks,  so  there  are 
no  curfews  in  Slovak  villages  now. 

You  go  on:  “ ...  the  Slovak  Govern- 
ment has  cut  child  benefit  to  Roman- 
ies ... ".  There  have  been  no  such  cuts. 
Slovak  law  guarantees  better  benefits 
for  families  with  more  children  and 
Romanies  in  Slovakia  enjoy  foe  same 
rights  as  other  dozens.  Moreover,  in 
1991  Romanies  were  granted  a status 
of  national  minority  and  foeir  rights 
are  guaranteed  by  foe  Slovak  Consti- 
tution and  other  laws  in  compliance 
with  generally  valid  international 
standards. 

Sincerely  yours, 

IGOR  SLOBODNIK. 

Embassy  of  the  Slovak  Republic. 

25  Kensington  Palace  Gardens.  W8. 
October  22. 


PC  Alan  Rowlands  may  well  point 
to  “high”  gearing  on  the  mountain 
bike,  but  such  gearing  still  requires 
"high”  human  effort  to  produce  any- 
thing like  40mph  on  the  flat  to  over- 
come wind  resistance  the  current  wo- 
men's world  record  over  200  metres  is 
I0.S  seconds,  just  under  42mph, 

Is  it  just  possible  that  the  police 
speed  radar  in  fact  picked  up  another 
vehicle?  Cyclists,  after  all,  are  not  the 
biggest  of  targets.  Has  foe  radar  gun 
actually  been  tested  on  cyclists? 

Yours  faithfiilly, 

STEPHEN  C.  MOSS, 

58  Elmhurst  Road. 

West  Moors,  Femdown,  Dorset 
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Choice  of ‘saints’ 
for  Abbey  niches 

From  Mrs  Joanna  Malins 

Sir.  I hope  that  future  generations  will 
find  it  as  unacceptable  as  1 do  now, 
that  of  the  ten  saints  and  martyrs  to  be 
commemorated  at  Westminster  Ab- 
bey (report,  October  18).  none  is  — nor. 
thanks  to  1997  political  correctness 
could  be  — English. 

Following  his  public  beheading  by 
foe  Japanese  in  the  Gilbert  Islands. 
77ie  Mission  Chronicle  wrote  of  the 
Reverend  Alfred  Sadd,  “Missing,  be- 
lieved immortal".  Obviously  not  in 
Westminster  Abbey. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOANNA  MALINS, 

3 Langley  Avenue,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 
October  19. 

From  MrHazhirTeimourian 

Sir,  Your  report  today  thar  a commit- 
tee at  Westminster  Abbey  has  decided 
to  change  the  building’s  appearance 
after  800  years  by  installing  the  stat- 
ues of  ten  modem  people  over  foe 
Great  West  Door  is  almost  incredible. 

Any  such  change  to  a Grade  !1  list- 
ed building  in  foe  remotest  parr  of  foe 
country  would  cause  opposition.  Yet 
we  are  expected  to  remain  silent  in  the 
face  of  an  act  of  historic  vandalism 
which  would,  in  foe  process,  also  des- 
troy foe  elegant  simplicity  of  the  space 
above  that  famous  door. 

No  wonder  that  no  British  figure 
has  been  chosen  to  be  among  the  com- 
memorated “saints".  The  committee 
obviously  seeks  protection  behind  the 
new  taboo  of  multiculturalism. 

Yours  sincerely. 

H.TELMOURIAN. 

107  Pall  Mall.  SW1. 

October  18. 

From  the  Chaplain  of 
St  John's  School,  Leatherhead 

Sir.  The  Archdeacon  of  York  appro- 
priately puts  forward  one  of  the  Brit- 
ish martyrs  of  the  20th  century  who 
should  have  featured  in  Westminster 
Abbey's  niches. 

Father  Vivian  Redlich  (1905-42)  re- 
mains an  inspiration  to  pupils  of  his 
farmer  school,  where  a chapel  is  dedi- 
cated to  his  memory  and  which  por- 
trays his  missionary  work  in  Papua 
New  Guinea  and  his  execution  on 
Buna  Beach  in  August  1942. 

As  news  of  his  death  reached  his 
friends,  Redlich  was  described  as  "the 
missionary  we  will  never  forget".  Let 
us  hope  that  at  the  next  opportunity  to 
remember  foe  saints  of  our  own  time, 
we  do  not  forget  this  very  British 
priest  and  martyr  who  was  an  inspi- 
ration to  all  who  knew  him. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MATTHEW  LAWSON 
(Chaplain),  St  John's  School, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey. 

October  20. 

From  Rabbi  Rachel  Montagu 

Sir,  Does  foe  Church  of  England  real- 
ly propose  to  erect  a statue  at  West- 
minster Abbey  to  Father  Maximilian 
Koibe,  the  Polish  priest  who  died  in 
Auschwitz?  His  martyr's  death  does 
not  outweigh  his  prewar  identification 
with  an  anti-Semitic  journal.  I have 
several  rimes  seen  ir  falsely  suggested 
that  he  died  taking  a Jew's  place  in  foe 
gas  chamber  — in  fact  he  replaced 
another  Christian. 

It  is  hard  to  comprehend  why  the 
Church  of  England  should  honour 
this  man  at  foe  expense  of  future  good 
relations  with  foe  Jewish  community, 
who  will  be  horrified,  and  rightly  sd, 
at  this  insensitive  plan. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RACHEL  MONTAGU, 

2 Exeter  Road,  NW2. 

From  Mr  Graham  Weeks 

Sir.  The  choice  of  modem  martyrs  for 
Westminster  Abbey  is  indeed  ques- 
tionable. Some  are  well  known  and 
worthy,  others  little  known.  One  is  of 
dubious  Christian  character  and 
questionably  martyred  For  Christian- 
ity, namely  Martin  Luther  King. 

] believe  that  we  should  have  had 
some  contemporary  British  martyrs, 
such  as  Eric  Liddell  or  missionaries 
killed  in  the  Congo  uprising. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GRAHAM  WEEKS. 

71  Lee  Road.  Greenford,  Middlesex 

weeks-g@dircon.co.uk 

October  18. 


Favourite  firsts 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
Isabel  tie  Madariaga.  FR. 4 

Sir,  Surely  one  of  the  most  splendid 
first  lines  in  literature  (letters,  October 
18)  is: 

Take  my  camel,  dear."  said  my  aunt  Dot, 
as  she  dim  bed  down  from  this'  animal  an 
her  return  from  High  Mass. 

(Rose  Macaulay,  The  Towers  of  Trebi- 
zond.  1956). 

Yours  truly, 

ISABEL  de  MADARIAGA 
25  Southwood  Lawn  Road,  N6. 
imad@btinlemet.ccm 

From  Mr  Neville  Moray 

Sir,  In  foe  white  heat  of  competition, 
how  could  one  overlook  the  opening  of 
Dan  Mannix^s  Memoirs  of  a Sword- 
Swallower  (1951): 

I probably  never  would  have  become  Amer- 
ica's leading  fire-eater  if  Flamo  the  Gnat 
hadn't  happened  to  explode  ihai  night  in 
front  of  Krinko's  Great  Combined  Carnival 
Side  Shows. 

Yours  faithfully, 

NEVILLE  MORAY, 

JQa  Hampstead  Hill  Gardens.  NW3, 
October  21. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


PALACE  OF  HOLYROODHOUSE 
October  24:  The  Crown  Prince  of 
Tonga  was  received  by  The  Queen 
this  moming. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  later  gave  a Reception  at 
the  Palace  of  Holyroodhouse  fur 
representatives  of  the  media  covering 
the  Commonwealth  Heads  of  Gov- 
ernment Meeting. 

The  Princess  Royal  was  present. 

Afterwards  Dr  the  Hon  Kenny 
Anthony  (Prime  Minister  of  Si  Lucia) 
and  the  Hon  Mr  In  tier  Kumar  Gujral 
(Prime  Minister  of  the  Republic  of 
India)  were  received  by  Her  Majesty. 

The  Queen,  accompanied  by  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  and  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  this  afternoon  opened  the 
Commonwealth  Heads  of  Govern- 
ment Meeting  at  the  Edinburgh 
Conference  Centre. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  gave  a Dinner  this  eve- 
ning far  Commonwealth  Heads  of 
Government  at  which  Queen  Eliza- 
beth The  Queen  Mother.  The  Prince 
erf  Wales.  The  Princess  Royal  and 
Captain  Timothy  Laurence  RN  were 
present. 

The  following  were  invited:  The 
Prime  Minister  erf  Antigua  and 
Barbuda,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Australia  and  Mrs  Howard,  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Bahamas  and 
Mrs  Ingraham,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Bangladesh  and  Sheikh  Rehana.  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Barbados  and  Mrs 
Arthur,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Belize. 
The  President  of  Botswana  and  Lady 
Masire,  The  Sultan  of  Brunei 
Darussalam,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Cameroon,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Canada  and  Mrs  Chretien.  The 
President  of  Cyprus  and  Mrs 
derides,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Dominica,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Fiji 
and  Mr:  Rabuka.  The  President  of 
the  Gambia  and  Mrs  Tub  Faal- 
Jamrneh.  The  President  of  Ghana 
and  Mrs  Rawlings,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  Grenada  and  Mrs  MirchefL 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of 
Guyana,  the  Prime  Minister  of  India 
and  Mrs  Gujral,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Jamaica,  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Intemariona)  Coopera- 
tion of  Kenya.  The  President  of 
Kiribati  and  Madame  Keina  Tiro,  the 
Deputy  Prime  Minister  of  Lesotho, 
The  President  of  the  Republic  or 
Malawi  and  Madame  MuluzL  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia  and. 
Darin  Seri  Dr  Siti  Hasmah.  The 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Mal- 
dives. the  Prime  Minister  of  Malta, 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Mauritius  and 
Mrs  Ramgoolam.  The  President  of 
Mozambique  and  Mrs  Chissano.  The 
President  of  Namibia  and  Mrs 
Nujoma,  the  Prime  Minister  of  New 
Zealand  and  Mrs  Bolder,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Islamic  Republic  of 
Pakistan  and  Begum  Kulsoom 
Nawaz,  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister  of 
Pajma  New  Guinea  and  Mrs 
Halves.  the  Prime  Minister  of  St 
Kins  and  Nevis,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  St  Lucia,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Si 
Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  and 
Miss  Louise  MitchdL  the  Minister  of 
• Education  of  Samoa,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  of  Seychelles  and  . 
Mrs  Michd.  The  President  of  Sierra 
Leone  and  Mis  Kabbah,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Singapore,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  of  Solomon  Islands. 
The  President  of  the  Republic  of 
South  Africa  and  Mrs  Graca  MacheL 
The  President  of  Sri  Lanka.  The  King 
of  Swaziland  and  The  Inkhasikaa. 
The  President  of  Tanzania  and  Mrs 
MV-apa.  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Defence  of  Tonga,  the 


Prime  Minister  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  and  Mrs  ffendsy.  The  Presi- 
dent of  Uganda  and  Mrs  Museveni, 
the  Prime  Minister  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Mrs  Blair,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Vanuatu,  the  Vke  Presi- 
dent of  Zambia,  The  President  of 
Zimbabwe  and  Mrs  Mugabe,  and  the 
Commonwealth  Secretary-General 
and  Mrs  Anyaoku. 

Mrs  Chand  rika  Bandanuiaike 
Kuniaratunga  (President  of  the 
Democratic  Socialist  Republic  erf  Sri 
Lanka),  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
and  His  Royal  Highness  Golden 
Wedding  gifts  on  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth  Heads  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  this  after- 
noon attended  a Reception  to  promote 
the  Army  Cadet  Force  Association  in 
Scotland  at  the  Army  Headquarters 
Scotland.  Craigiehall,  South 
Queensfeny,  West  Lothian. 

October  24:  the  Duke  of  York, 
Trustee,  this  evening  attended  a 
Dinner  given  by  the  Trustees  of 
Lakefield  College  School  at  the  Gran- 
ite Gub.  Toronto.  Canada. 

October  24:  The  Prince  Edward 
arrived  at  Cardiff  Railway  Station 
this  afternoon  and  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty’s  Lord-1  icutenan r of 
Soith  Glamorgan  (Captain  Norman 
Lloyd-Edwards  RNR). 

His  Royal  Highness,  Trustee,  this 
evening  held  a Reception,  followed  by 
a Dinner,  for  The  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh's Award  in  Wales  on  board 
HMY  Britannia.  Queen  Alexandra 
Dock.  Cardiff. 

October  24:  The  Princess  Royal  this 
afternoon  opened  the  Cammon- 
wealdi  Exhibitions  in  the  City  Art 
Centre.  Market  Street,  Edinburgh, 
and  was  received  by  Mr  James 
Hastie  (Deputy  lieutenant  of  the  City 
of  Edinburgh). 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Visitor,  after- 
wards attended  a Reception  in  the 
grounds  of  St  Mary's  Cathedral 
Workshop  Project.  Manor  Place. 
Edinburgh. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
October  24:  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Patron,  this  afternoon  took  part  in  a 
tree  planting  ceremony  in  Princes 
Street  Gardens.  Edinburgh,  to  mark 
the  Seventy  Fifth  Anniversary  of  the 
International  Tree  Foundation. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  visited 
the  Commonwealth  Centre.  Assem- 
bly Rooms.  Edinburgh,  toured  dis-  . 
plays  by  Commonwealth  Non- 
Governmental  Organisations  and 
joined  the  final  session  of  the 
Commonwealth  Youth  Forum. 

YORK  HOUSE 

October  24:  The  Duke  of  Kent  Vice 
Chairman,  the  British  Oversea s 
Trade  Board,  this  afternoon  called 
upon  The  President  of  the  Republic  of 
Korea  (Mr  Kim  Young-sam)  and 
later  called  upon  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr  Yoo  Chong-ha)  in 
Seoul  Korea. 

The  Duchess  of  Kart,  Patron. 
Aldeburgh  Festival  Anniversary  Ap- 
peal this  evening  attended  a Concert 
as  part  of  the  Aldeburgh  October 
Britten  Festival  at  Snape  Malting* 
Concert  Hall,  Aldeburgh,  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty's  Lord- 
Lieu  tenant  of  Suffolk  (the  Lord 
Belstead). 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
October  24:  Princess  Alexandra, 
accompanied  by  the  Rt  Hort  Sir 
Angus  Ogiivy.  this  afternoon  arrived 
at  Heathrow  Airport.  London,  on 
completion  of  the  visit  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 


Royal  engagements 


TODAY:  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
will  visit  the  Commonwealth  Centro 
Exhibition  of  Non-Governmental 
Organisations  in  the  Assembly 
Rooms.  Edinburgh  at  9.45. 

Prince  Edward,  trustee.  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh’s  Award,  niff  visit  (he 
Cardiff  Bay  Envelopment  Corpora- 
tion at  9.45:  will  open  the  all-weather 
hockey  pitch  at  Whitchurch  High 
Schoi.lL  Cardiff,  at  llXXh  will  visit 
HM  Prison  Presetted.  Usk,  Gwent,  at 
12J0;  as  rrusiee  will  visit  Haberdash- 
er* Monmouth  School  for  Girls. 
Monmouth  2.05c  will  visit  Monmouth 
School  at  iJJk  and  as  trustee.  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award  in  Wales, 
will  attend  a reception  and  Dinner  on 
hoard  HMY  Britannia,  Queen 
Alexandra  Dock.  Cardiff  at  6 JO. 

The  Princess  Royal.  Commandant  in 
Chief.  WcxnenN  Transport  Service 
(FANY1  will  attend  the  90th  anniver- 
sary service  of  thanksgiving  and 
commemoration,  the  Guards  Chapel, 
Wellington  Barracks,  at  3.00:  and 
will  attend  the  90th  anniversary 
reunion  cocktail  party  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  Chelsea  at  b JO. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent,  as  Patron. 
Aldeburgh  Festival  Anniversary  Ap- 
peal will  attend  the  Aldeburgh 
CWuber  Britten  Festival,  Aldeburgh. 
Suffolk,  at  6 JO. 


TOMORROW:  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
president.  The  Prince's  Trust  will 
attend  a Commonwealth  in  Concert 
evening  at  the  Playhouse  Theatre, 
Edinburgh  at  7.15. 


Luncheon 

TaDow  Chandlers'  Company 
Mr  J.B.N.  Kuriqian.  Master  of  the 
Tallow  Chandlers'  Company,  pre- 
sented the  company's  medals  and 
awards  to  young  employees  in  the 
Federation  of  Fats.  Oils  and  Seeds 
Association,  the  Duncan  Knight 
Scholarship  ro  Miss  C.  Balsa  and  the 
Theatre  Lighting  Award  in  Miss  N. 
Kanai  at  a luncheon  hdd  yesterday  at 
Tallow  Chandlers'  Hall. 


Reception 


Friends  of  the  Diocese  in  Europe 
The  Right  Rev  J.W.  Hind,  Bishop  of 
Gibraltar  in  Europe,  was  the  cele- 
brant at  a Mass  hdd  yesterday  at  St 
Michael's,  ComhilL  The  Bishop  of 
Basingstoke  gave  an  address.  The 
Friends  erf  the  Diocese  in  Europe  gave 
a reception  afterwards  at  Drapers' 
Haft. 
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life--: 


Judith  Seddon,  of  Penn,  Buckinghamshire,  and  Damian  Cocking,  of  Kington  Magna,  Dorset, 
who  have  recently  announced  their  engagement 


Memorial 

service 

Dr  Louis  Cohen 

A celebration  of  the  life  and  work 
of  Dr  Louis  Cohen,  physicist  and 
former  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Institute  of  Physics,  was  held 
yesterday  at  the  institute. 

Miss  Jessica  Cohen  (daughter) 
read  from  Through  the  Looking 
Class  by  Lewis  Carroll.  Sir  Brian 
Pippaid,  FRS.  read  from  the  works 
of  Charles  Darwin,  Mr  John  Lewis 
from  die  works  of  Winston  Chur- 
chill and  Sir  John  Mason  from  the 
works  of  Richard  Strauss.  Dr 
Cohen's  contributions  to  physics 
were  recalled  by  Professor  Roland 
Dobbs,  Professor  Derek  Martin. 
Mr  Gero  Thomas  and  Dr  Alun 
Jones.  Music  was  played  by  a 
string  quartet  from  tire  Royal 
Academy  of  Music.  Among  others 
present  were: 

Mrs  Cohen  (widow).  Mr  Jonathan 
Cohen  (sonl  and  Dr  Barren  shah. 
Mr  Richard  Boon  and  Miss  Deborah 
Cohen  (son-in-law  and  daughter). 

Lord  and  Lady  Flowers,  Dr  B&s 
Pease.  Professor  Roger  Blin-Stoyle, 
Dr  Clive  Foxell  and  Sir  Arnold 
wollendale  (past  presidents  or  the 
Institute).  Dr  Brian  Manley 
(president).  Professor  Ian  Bu tier- 
worth.  Professor  John  dangle, 
Professor  Cyril  Hogarth,  Dr  Ronald 
Keay.  Dr  HytnJe  Rose  and  past  and 
present  council  members  and  staff 
of  the  institute. 


Service  dinners 


HMS  President  RNR  London 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Sheriffs 
attended  the  annual  Trafalgar  dinner 
held  onboard  HMS  President  last 
nighL  The  toast  m the  Immortal 
Memory  was  proposed  fay  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Abbott,  Vice-Chief  of  foe 
Debtee  Staff.  The  Lord  Mayor  and 
the  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man  also 
spoke.  The  guests  were  received  by 
Commander  R.G.  A vis.  Command- 
ing Officer,  and  Lieutenani-Com- 
mander  l-M.  Dunkley,  Mess 
President,  was  in  the  chair.  Among 
others  present  were: 

Captain  A H Spnut-Ketswlll  (HMS 
President  Retired  Officers’  Associa- 
tion], the  Prime  Warden  of  the 
Shipwrights’  Company.  Masters  of 
ihe  Coopera’  Company  and  the 
Company  of  Master  Mariners, 
members  of  the  Wardroom  Mess 
and  representatives  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' company- 
Cambridge  University  Royal 
Naval  Unit 

The  Lord- Lieutenant  for  Cambridge- 
shire attended  a Trafalgar  Night 
Dinner  of  the  Cambridge  University 
Royal  Naval  Unit  hdd  last  night  ar 
Feterhouse;  Cambridge.  Lieutenanr- 
Commander  RJVL.  Thornborough 
presided.  Commodore  N.CLF.  Guild, 
Director.  Combat  Systems  and 
Equipment,  was  the  guest  of  honour 
and  Dr  MX  Richardson.  Director  of 
Continuing  Education  to  Cambridge 
University,  was  foe  principal  aca- 
demic guest.  Lieutenant  Commander 


MX).  Mackenzie  received  the  guests 
who  included  Brigadier  S.  H3L 
Director  of  Naval  Recruiting,  add 
Commodore  CM  J.  Carson. 

The  King’s  Troop  RHA 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Vincent  of 
CofeshilL  Master  Gunner,  Si  James's 
Park,  was  the  senior  guest  at  an 
officers'  dinner  hdd  last  night  at  St 
John's  Wood  Barracks  to  mark  the 
SOthannfversaryofThe  Kings  Troop 
RHA. 


Dinners 

Guild  of  Freemen  of  the  Chy 
of London 

Mr  Tony  Baidiy,  MP,  entertained 
members  of  foe  Guild  of  Ffaemen  of 
foe  C3iy  of  London  and  their  guests  at 
dinner  last  , night  at  foe  House  of 
Commons.  Sir  Anthony  Grant.  Mas- 
ter, also  spoke. 

Forty  Club 

Mr  Jack  Bailey,  President  of  for  Forty 
Club,  presented  the  Henry  Grierson 
Trophy  to  Giks  Haywood.  Captain  of 
Cruet  at  Lancing  College,  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  die  dub  hdd  last 
night  at  the  London  HD  ton  on  Park 
Lane.  Mr  Brian  Bolus,  the  President 
of  MCC,  the  Provost  Emeritus  of 
Blackburn  and  Professor  David 
Purdic  of  Hull  Royal  Infirmary  were 
the  speakers. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY:  BIRTHS:  Johann 
Strauss  the  Younger,  composer  of 
The  Blue  Danube.  Vienna,  1825; 
Georges  Bizet,  composer,  Paris, 
1838;  Pablo  Picasso.'  painter,  Ma-  ; 
laga,  Spain.  1881. : . 

DEATHS:  Stephen,  King  of  Eng- 
land, reigned  1135-54,  Dover,  1154; 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  poet.  London. 
1400;  Sir  Charles  HaD6.  pianist 
and  conductor.  Manchester,  1895; 
Maiy  McCarthy,  novelist'  New- 
York,  1989. 

The  English  Army  defeated  the 
French  at  the  Battle  of  Agmoourt 
1415. 

The  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade 
took  place  at  Balaclava.  1854.  - 

TOMORROW:  BIRTHS:  Dom- 
rtdeo  Scarlatti,  harpsichordist  and 
composer.  Naples,  1685;  Mahal ia 
Jackson,  gospel  singer.  New 
Orieans,  1911. 

DEATHS:  Alfred  the  Great;  King 
of  the  West  Saxons 871-99.  London. 
899; William  Hogarth,  painter  arid 
engraver.  London,  1764;  Alma 
Cogan.  singer.  1966. 

The  gunfightattbe  OK  Corral  took 
place  at  Tombstone.  Arizona;  1881. 
The  Tbrritorial  Array  was  founded 
by  RfchBid  Haldane.  Secretary. of 
State  for  War.  1907. 


ROCK 

MEDLEY  OF  CLASSICS 

Dionne  Warwick 
ApoDo.  Victoria 

In  prospect,  Dionne  Warwick’s  medley 
seems  quite  as  daunting  as  the  notorious 
AU-En gland  Summarize  Proust  Compe- 
tition. How  to  encapsulate,  within  a 
manageable  span,  the  highlights  merely 
of  her  work  with  Burt  Bacharach  ana 
Hal  David,  die  composer  and  lyricist 
whose  fertility  provided  her  with  an 
apprently  endless  series  of  classic  songs 
during  the  Sixties?  How  to  deal  with  her 
treatments  erf  standards  from  other 
sources,  and  with  the  underregarded 
material  stemming  from  the  early  Seven- 
ties, when,  in  terms  of  commercial 
success,  she  paused  before  achieving  her 
second  wind? 

Many  artists  of  pronounced  longevity, 
from  Duke  Ellington  to  Diana  Ross, 
have  indulged  in  medleys  as  the  only 
sensible  method  of  satisfying  an  audi- 
ence in  which  each  member  is  avid  to 
hear  his  own  particular  favourite  Practi- 
cally all  of  them  have  ended  up  doing 
everyone  a disservice-  Miss  Warwick's, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  one  of  the  great 
glories  of  contemporary  concert-going. 

The  medley  begins  in  1962,  with 
Bacharach  and  David’s  “Don’t  Make  Me 
Over"  and  ends  in  1975  with  Then  Came 
You",  devised  for  her  by  Bacharach’S  pre- 
eminent disciple,  Thom  Bell.  In  between 
are  19  further  examples  of  the  sophisti- 
cated techniques  by  which  Bacharach 


ON  THIS  DAY 

October  25, 1982 


When  this  review  appeared  Dionne 
Warwick  had  already  had  a long  and 
successful  career.  Today  she  is  still 
wowing  the  crowds  as  the  picture,  taken 
this  summer  in  Vienna,  shows 

and  David  wedded  uptown  soul  music  to 
the  Broadway  show  song,  plus  "You’ve 
Lost  That  Loving  Feeling",  by  Specter, 
Mann  and  Weil,  and  the  tiheme  from 
Valley  of  the  Dolls , by  Andre  and  Dory 
Previn. 

The  songs  are  pieced  together  by  a 
series  of  brilliantly  conceived  jump-cuts, 
often  editing  into  verses  or  straight  to  a 
chorus  to  expose  the  glowing  heart  of  a 
melody  or  the  point  of  one  of  David's 
deceptively  homespun  lyrics.  Bachar- 
ach’S felicitous  imagination  is  preserved 
in  the  stabbing  flugel-hom  figures  of 
"Walk  On  By"  and  the  tympani  punctua- 
tions of  "Anyone  Who  Had  a Heart.” 

The  device  of  slowing  down  some 
ballads  very  slightly  (“A  House  Is  Not  a 
Home",  "Message  to  Michael'?  and  of 
fractionally  speeding  up  those  based  on 
flying  Latin  rhythms  f I Say  A Little 
Prayer"  “There's  Always  Something 
There  to  Remind  Me^  is  far  from 
cavalier:  it  cancels  the  possibility  of  a 


purely  nostalgic  response.  The  slighter 
pieces  are  presented  as  snippets;  those 
more  substantial  are  allowed  to  run. 
Never  do  we  feel  in  receipt  of  short 
measure. 

Hie  medley  presents  a clear  view  of ' 
Miss  Warwick's  great  range,  from  the 
rapt  whisper  of  "Close  to  You”  to  the  full- 
throated  gospel  shouting  of  "Make  it 
Easy  on  Yourself”,  and  in  something  like 
ihe  key-change  between  "This  Girl's  In 
Love  with  You”  and  “April  Pods", 
executed  accappella.  of  her  considerable 
musicianship.  Her  vocal  talent  is  used  to 
create  an  utterly  distinctive  emotional 
climate,  as  Bacharach  must  have  realized 
all  those  years  ago. 

Inevitably,  the  medley  aiso  makes  a 
commercial  point  by  allowing  her  to 
devote  the  second  half  of  the  recital  to 
recent  material.  On  Thursday  that 
included  songs  written  for  her  by  Isaac 
Hayes  and  Adrienne  Anderson  f*Drfja 
VoT  and  by  the  Bee  Gees  (the  appealing 
new  “Heartbreaker”),  demonstrating  the 
way  composers  continue  to  respond  to 
her  as  well  as  her  ability  to  bring  dignity 
to  what  is.  at  least  in  comparison  with  the 
small  miracles  of  Bacharach  and  David, 
no  more  than  pop  fluff. 

She  was  not  in  immaculate  voice  on 
Thursday,  but  then  she  is  not  to  be 
judged  by  the  standards  applied  to  other 
pop  singers.  Miss  Warwick’s  fastidious- 
ness. her  notable  interpretive  powers  and 
her  droll  personality  allow  her  to  rise 
gracefully  above  her  chosen  milieu. 

Richard  wniiains 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr  DA  Clark 

and  Mis  S.F.  Chflcott  

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Donald,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Alan  Clark,  of  Bcntworm. 
Hampshire,  and  CanneL  Indiana. 
USA,  and  Sian,  elder  daughter  of 
Ihe  late  Mr  Arthur  Chflcott  and  of 
Dr  Ruth  Chilean,  af  Restart,  Kent 

Dr  PJ.  Conaghra 
ud  Mire  E-T-Emngtan 
The  engagement  is  -announced 
between  Philip,  son  of  Mis  H. 
Conaghan  and  the  late  Mr  W. 
Cornghan.  of  Corby.  North- 
amptonshire. and  - Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Mr  sod  Mrs  S. 
Errington,.  of  Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire. 

Mr  U.  Hiscock 
and  Miss  S.C  Baird 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ian.  son  of-Mr  and  Mrs 
Barry  Hiscock,  of  Broadstone, 
Dorset,  and  Susan,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mis  Roger  Baird,  of  Stoke 
Bishop,  BristoL  • 

Mr  SJ.  Kemp 
and  Miss  EJC.  Hipwefl 
The  engagement  is  .announced 
between  Stephen,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Brian  Kemp,  of  Cavendish, 
Suffolk,  and  Emma  Kate,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  tteter 
Hipwefl.  of  Bradfidd  St  Clare, 
Suffolk. 

Mr  NJ.  Musk  ' . ' f . 
and  Miss  J.K.  Wood 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nefl,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
William  Musk,  of  St  Neats. 
Cambridgeshire.  . and  Joanna, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  David 
Wood,  or  Milton  Ernest.  Bedford, 
and  of  Mis  Arm  Wood,  of  Great 
Shdford,  Cambridge. 
DrJ.CJR.Ward  . . 
and  Miss  O.C  Dent 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Rodney  Ward,  of 
Sflverdale.  Camforth,  .Lancashire, 

1 and  Olivia,  only  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Roy  Dent,  of  Wooklale, 
Hohnfirth.  West  Yorkshire. 

Weekend  birthdays 

TODAY: 

Sir  Robert  Andrew,  civil  servant.  69: . 
Lieutenant-General  Sr  Henry  Bev- 
erley. 62;  Sir  Martin  Gilbert.; his- 
torian. 61;  Mr  Michael  Lawrence, 
former  chief  executive,  foe  Stock 
Exchange,  54;  Mr  Peter  McHugh., 
director  of  programmes.  GMTV,  51; 

. Sir  Davjd  Mansd  Lewis.  lord-Ueu- 
tenani  of  Qyftd,  7ft  Sir  John  Mayhew- 

Sanders,  company  chairman,  66;  Mr 

Joe  Mercer,  racing  manager.  63;  Sir 


Mr  M.C.  Jealous 
and  Miss  R.ML  Gunstan 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  A.W.  Jealous,  of  St 
Amtes-orhSea.  FyWe.  and  Rosa, 
elder  daughter  cf  Mr  and  Mrs 
D-B.  Gunston.  of  Singapore. 

MrS.  Oakland 

and  Miss  A.  Heighway 

The  engagement  is  announced 
bSreS^mon  Oakland,  of  - 
London,  and  Amanda,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mrs  Anne-Marie 
Heighway.  of  Bray. 

Mr  O.C  Rose 
and  Dr  JJt  McCabe 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Owen,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Brian  Rose,  of  Great  WaldingMd,  . 
Suffolk,  and  Jennie,  daughter  of  g 
Mr  and  Mrs  Jeremy  McCabe;  of 
Staplehurst  Kent. 

Mr  M-D-  Sapte 
and  SeSoiim  E.  Soodio  Leon 
Tbs  engagement  is  announced 
between  Matthew,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mis  Paw  Sapte.  of 
Watford.  Hertfordshire,  and 
Elena,  daughter  of  Don  Rafad 
Sandio  Candela  and  Dona 
Pnwieln  Leon  Gonzalez,  of  Ma- 
drid, Spain. 

Mr  J.W.  Woods 
and  Miss  G.B.  Pooock 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John  (Bill],  son  of  the  late 
Major  Huia  Woods  and  of  Mrs 
Jean  Woods;  of  Salisbury,  Wilt- 
shire and  Georgina,  daughter  of 
Mr  M.D.  Pocodc.  of  Sweden,  and 
Mre  Elizabeth  Ogilvie.  of  LodfWfi.  , 
North  Yorkshire  & 


Marriage 


ITC,  62;  Mr  A.C.  Smith,  farmer  chief 
eeamve.  TCCB.  6ft  Mr  Keith  Taylor, 
chairman  and.dnef  executive.  Esso 
UK.  St  Miss  Galina  Vishnevskaya, 
soprano.  71:  Dame  Gillian  Wagner, 
farmer  dtamnan,  court  of  governors. 
Thranas  Coram  Foundaticn  far  child- 
ren. TO;  Miss  Judnfa  WdenuDafy 
independent  management  consul- 
tant. 47;  Professor  DJ.  Wiseman. 
FBA.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Assyriol- 
ogy,  London  _UnrveoBy;:  79.  ..  . 


Mr  N- Dunn 
and  Miss  P.  Cowan 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Octo- 
ber 9, 1997.  in  Mauritius,  between 
Nefl,  youngest  son  of  Captain  and 
Mis  David  Dunn,  of  Hampshire, 
and  PhilKpa,  elder  daughter  of 
Maior  Cowan,  retd,  of  Germany, 
and  Mrs  Shaunine  Cowan,  of 
Barford  St  Martin. 


TOMORROW: 

The  Viscount  of  Arbutimoo,  KTT.  73: 

Mr  John  Arden,  playwright.  67;  Mr 
lan  Chapman,  publisher.  72;  Sir 
Percy  Cradock.  farmer  diplomat.  74; 

Mr  Paul  Daneman,  acror.  71  Profes-  «£ 
sor  WA  Deer,  FRS,  former  Vice-  “ 
Chancellor,  -Cambridge  University, 

87;  Mr  Robert  Edwards,  fanner 
Editor,  Sunday  Mirror.  7k  Professor 
FLA.  Hindc,  FRS.  former  Master,  St 
John*  College,  Cambridge.  74;  Mr 
Bob  Hoskins,  actor.  55:  Mr  Peter 
Josfin,  Chief  Constable,  Warwick- 
shire; 54;  Profcssof  AJV1.  Lucas, 
Principal.  King's  College  London.  5b; 

Sir  Donald  MacDougall.  economist. 

85c  Vacuum  Mab*m  48:  Mr  Adam 
Mars~Janes,  navefist  and  film  critic, 

43;  Lmd  Mofloy.  79:  Mr  Gyorgy 
Pauk,  violinist.  61;  the  Hon  Tom 
SackvzHe;  former  MP.  _ 47:  Lord 
-Scanlon.  84;  Professor  Sir  Guemer 
TrateL  FBA.  QG  Emeritus  Professor 
of  English.  Law.  -Oxford  University, 
69;Lord9^Ee.74- 
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Al’fUS 


Dionne  Warwick  singing  in  Vienna  tfiie  year 


Hombfe  jomsetoM  beCon  cue 
Lord,  and  ha  will  exalt  yoo. 
Friends,  yoo  must  never 
sprat  111  of  one  sum  her. 
Jai aes  4 : 10 


BIRTHS 


AFFLEC K-TSUI  • On  30tb 
September  In  Hong  Kbn&  to 
Buhy  and  Sean,  twin  ana*, 
brothers  far  ftx. 

BALL  - On  23  id  October  to 

1 Isabel  Cade  Rooney)  and 

fames,  a danghxer.  Soph la,  a 
sister  for  Ben. 

BROUaHTON  - On  22nd 

1 October  to  Mary  (arfe  Berea) 

and  Ttm,  a son,  Jethro  Sbnaa, 
a brother  for  Oetnvta  and 
a Bruno. 

I 

CABMHIE  • To  Jocelyn  and 
Snela  (nie  Bntlori  a son. 
Pina  Kenneth  Bedvers  on 
Tnosday  21st  October  at 
t Aberdeen,'  a brother  to 

Karlin,  Cecilia  and 

KEECH  - On  22nd  October,  to 
Jilllan  (nrfe  Tatty)  and 

1 Andrew,  a daughter, 

Elizabeth  Alexandra,  a sister 
tor  Louisa. 

1 MUUHfES  - On  21st  October,  at 

home,  to  Lacy  and  Ckarile,  a 
daughter,  EU*  Margaret 
pi^.1,.^  a sister  for  Daley, 
Boos  anti  Gregory. 

HRBIftAY  - On  October  16th  to 
Dee  end  David,  a son. 
William  Wycilffo,  a brother 
. , tor  Grace. 

1 > 

J 

MEDBUIAU.- On  October  22nd 
at  The  AnOsnd  Hospbal.  to 
Lynn  and  Bind,  a daughter. 
AUho.  a sister  for  Jake  and 
Ban. 

trcomOR  - On  October  23id 
at  The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Karon  and  JM  * daughter, 
Madelfai*  Hsian  jesrima.  a 
SMB  for  Constance. 

......  . 

BIRTHS 


SCOTT  - On  4th  October  to 
Hoars  (nrfe  Heaton)  and 
Giles,  s daughter,  Sophia 
Jtaenna  Heats. 

SB»OH  - On  October  Rfatf  to 
Etmma  (trie  Stephenson)  and 
Gttvn,  a son.  Go?  Vnmam 
Fraud* 

venUMOm-  On  October  16th 
at  Tbs  Portland  Hospital  to 
Robert  and  Andrea,  a son, 
Dash  tell  Robert-  Many 
iftants  to  Paul  Armstrong 
and  all  stag  at  the  hospital. 

WWTMO  - On  14th  October 
1997,  at  Epson  General 
Hospital  to  Andrew  and 
Anne-Usrie  Owe  Ktxhhaa)  a 
beantUnl  daughter,  Ellen 
Susannah. 

YOUNG  - On  October  9th,  to 
Andrea  and  Mark,  a son, 
Lnke  Fetar  James,  a brother 
fat  Gas  and  Polly. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


WOftUtoOEWOOO  - On  26th 
October  1947  at  Priory 
Chapel.  Maidstone.  George 
to  lores.  Great  is  GodTe 


best,  { COX  - Ralpt 
loyal  enOetoba 
1 vaDwtAt 

late  En 
father  tu 


Had  HIIUM  - Peace** Uy  on 
OB  . October  21st  Mnrpnxet 
87.  EataUe  nrfe  Malaome. 


snucstuusn  - U.  CoL  John 
Vybaeth  UC,  foonorly  of 
4th  Gnzkba  Rifles.  Mad 
October  22nd  1997 awl  87. 
Mach  Jored  tens  band  of 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES  INMEMORIAM  — 
— PRIVATE 


9 97,  In 

87lh  year.  Gena  to  lanph 
with  Mickey  and  ». 


LoviDjltr  rmateberad  by  bar 
daughter,  Tereea,  by  bar 
groadchlldren.  Marie,  Anita 
and  Chris  and  by  fatally  and 
*»*— «*■  She  toached  many 
lives  and  win  be  misted.  No 
service  or  flowere  by 
request. 


BRVtftS  - Brigadier  ULC. 
CDICX)  &BR.  on  October 
22nd  1997,  pMcefoKr  nfter 
a long  flhieaa  aged  84  yewt 
Beloved  he* bend  of  both 


DEATHS 


BEACH  - On  October  23rd 
1997,  Kenneth  Bench  of 
Tonbridge  Dearly  loved  by 
Us  wife  Jane  and  an  the 
fanny.  FentHy  Dove*  only 

Sleaee,  bu  U desired 
onatlons  to  I tape  rial 
Reeearch  Pond  ■y|< 
be  sent  do  J.  Ktmpster  and 
Sobs;  2*4.  AIMna  Bond. 
Tonbridge  VMla,  Kent  Tin 
228.  Teh  01892  623131- 


and  U»  late  ThytUa.  Fanenl 
Service  at  AH  Saints  Chmeh. 
Thomdoai,  SngOQc  cm  Friday 
October  Slat  at  2.15pm 
followed  by  cremation  at 
Bury  St.  Edmonds 
Crams  tori  am  (pis  by)  at 
3A5pm.  Family  Dowers  anty 
please  but  no  nations  If 
dealted  to  the  Suffolk 
Bzaxx&af  the  Bod  Cron  may 
be  aent  c/o  Kackhnms 
Pnneral  Service,  Stanley 
Rood.  Dias,  Norfolk,  1822 
3B!L 
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MAURICE  GRIFFITHS 


ROGER  WYBOT 


Maurice  Griffiths,  GM, 
yacht  designer,  author 
and  editor  of 
Yachting  Monthly.  1927- 
67,  died  on  October  11 
aged  95.  He  was  born  on 
May 22, 1902. 


M 


n-r. 


different  yachts  • 


aurice  Griffiths 

did  more  than 
anyone  else  to 
make  yaditing 
accessible  in  the  United  King- 
dom. The  key  to  the  riddle  of 
the  man  lies  in  the  sands 
'hich  surrounded  his  island 
□me  in  West  Mersea.  Essex. 
For  it  was  the  mud  banks  and 
shallow  channels  of  the 
Thames  Estuary  that  inspired 
him  to  write  books,  to  design 
shoal  water  yachts  and  to 
bring  Yachting  Monthly  out 
of  a rut  of  deference  to  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron  set, 
filling  its  pages  instead  with 
the  delights  of  mending  leaky 
planks  or  navigating  nameless 
creeks. 

He  wrote  20  books  and 
hundreds  of  articles  in  the 
pages  of  Yachting  Monthly, 
which  he  edited  for  40  years, 
and  from  his  designs  more 
. _ than  2,000  yachts  have  been 
. v -'launched.  He  also  owned  and 
. ' ^sailed  22 
. himself. 

Maurice  Griffiths*  family 
moved  to  East  Anglia  in  1903, 
when  his  father,  Walter,  took  a 
' job  as  the  East  of  England  rep 
for  a glove  manufacturer,  and 

■ •••  moved  his  wife,  Lena,  and 

■ i1. ..  • their  two  boys.  Leslie  and 
“’-'■'j.  Maurice,  from  South  London 
...  to  Ipswich.  They  lived  opposite 
" the  railway  line,  and  it  was 

there  that  the  young  MG,  as 
_ ; he  was  always  known,  ac- 
quired his  first  love:  of  trains. 
When  he  left  Queen  Eliza- 
• beth*  School,  he  began  work 
ijth  an  estate  agent,  but  in  his 
"ire  time  wrote  articles  on 
ins  for  the  East  Anglian 
Times. 

The  train  tracks  soon  took 
him  down  to  the  Ipswich' 
. docks,  where  he  discovered 
boating.  He  established  a 
small  yacht  brokerage,  and  in 
the  course  of  buying  and 
selling  boats  he  learnt  a lot  . 
about  sailing  and  boat-  , 
building.  In  1925  he  published 
r .r.  a little  book  called  Yaditing 
" on  a Small  income  winch,  by 
r . a wry  twist  of  Whine,  sold 
. well  on  railway  station  . 

• platforms. 

- When  his  father  died  sud-'  . 
, denly.  Griffiths’s  mother 
.1 1 found  that  her  husband  had 
run  up  hu^  debts,  and  the 


in  London.  He  struggled  for 
months  and  virtually  starved; 
his.  constitute  never  fully 
recovered. 

Salvation  came  in  the  form 
of  George  jBittles,  the  publish- 
er  of  Yachting  Monthfy.  A 
commuter,  he  had  bought 
Griffiths*  book  at  his  local. 


station,  and.  believed  be  would.;- 
family  home  had  to  be  sold  to.  I be  the  right  man  to  edit  a new 
meet  them.  Lena  and  Leslie  - magazine.  Yacht  Sales  'and 


went  to  the  Midlands  to  stay 
with  relatives;  the  brokerage 
petered  out,  and  Griffiths-de- 
cided to  try  his  hick  selling 
yachting  articles  as  a freelance 


Charters  ^ basically  a yacht 
-brokerage  with  its  own 
magazine.  . 

Griffiths  made  such  a suc- 
cess of  this  that  established 


brokers  pledged  to  stop  adver- 
tising in  Yachting  Monthly  if 
the  magazine  continued.  It 
did  not,  but  Griffiths  had 
proved  himself  and  was  given 
the  editor*  chair  of  Yachting 
Monthly  — a considerable 
achievement  for  someone,  in 
the  words  of  one  observer, 
“whose  best  contact  was  the 
lock-keeper  at  Heybridge 
Basin". 

- Among  the  people  Griffiths 
had  met  while  visiting  the 
offices  of  yachting  magazines 
trying  .to  sell  his  wares  was 
Dulde  Kermard,  who  became 


his  first  wife.  She,  too,  wrote 
for  tiie  yachting  press,  under 
the  bytime  “Peter  Gerard”. 
They  married  in  1927  but  were 
divorced  in  1934. 

He  met  his  second  wife, 
Marjorie,  known  as  “Coppie” 
from  her  maiden  name  of 
Copson.  in  December  1944  at 
HMS  Vernon, . where  Griffiths 
was  then  based  as  a lieuten- 
ant-commander in  the  Royal 
“Naval  Volunteer  Reserve.  He 
was  awarded  the  George 
Medal  for  bravery  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  work  trawling  for 
mines  in  die  North  Sea  and  for 


CAPTAIN  QUENTIN  SMYTHE,  VC 


Captain  Quentin  Smythe, 
VG  died  on  October 
21  aged  8L  He  was 
bom  In  Natal  on 
August  6, 1916. 


the  beginning  of  1942.  Rom- 
mel seized  his  opportunity  to 
counterattack,  and  drove  the 
weakened  Eighth  Army  back 
to  the  Gazala  line  covering 
Tobruk. 

The  northern  half  of  the 
Eighth  Army*  line  was  held 
by  infantry  divisions  using 
fortified  brigade  “boxes”, 
while  the  southern  half  was 
the  preserve  of  the  armoured 
divisions.  The  1st  South  Afri- 
can Brigade  was  holding  the 
prominent  Alan  Hamza  box, 
jutting  out  into  the  Axis  line 
some  ten  miles  inland  from 
the  coast 

Ritchie*  mind  was  set  on 
launching  a new  offensive, 
and  he  was  caught  off-balance 
by  Rommel,  who  struck  first 
with  the  epic  drive  by  his 
Afrika  Korps  round  the  open 


deactivating  parachute  mines 
dropped  on  the  London  docks 
during  the  Blitz,  as  well  as  for 
his  command  of  a group  of 
divers  clearing  the  Suez  Canal 
of  tiie  same  menace. 

Later  in  the  war  he  was 
responsible  for  the  design  and 
fitting  of  the  explosive  charges 
which  sank  77  condemned 
ships  off  the  coast  of  Norman- 
dy, where  they  formed  the 
bulwarks  of  the  Mulberry 
Harbour  used  during  D-Day 
and  after,  in  1944.  The  meticu- 
lous attention  to  detail  that 
enabled  him  to  disarm  mines 
was  that  of  the  man  who  once 
ensured  that  there  was  a space 
under  the  coal  stove  of  a yacht 
in  which  to  stow  his  on-board 
slippers,  so  that  they  would 
stay  warm. 

After  the  war,  the  invention 
of  waterproof  plywood  and 
fibreglass  enabled  Griffiths* 
modest  designs  to  be  mass- 
produced.  Two  successes  were 
the  Eventide  24  and  the 
Waterwitch’  30.  But  popular 
though  his  boats  were,  he  had 
no  illusions  about  their  aes- 
thetic appeal:  ~If  you  ever  see  a 
barrel  or  a box  with  rudder 
and  sails,  irll  be  one  of  my 
designs,"  he  once  said. 


But.  although  he  single- 
handedly  gave  yaditing  to  the 
working  man  with  his  DIY 
designs  and  tips  on  converting 
former  ships’  lifeboats,  his 
test  contribution  to  giving 
sport  wide  appeal  proba- 
bly came  with  tiie  publication 
of  his  book  of  vignettes  — The 
Magic  of  the  Swatch  ways  — 
giving  accounts  of  humble 
cruises  in  small  yachts  from 
Lowestoft  to  Dover  arid  across 
the  North  Sea  to  The 
Netherlands  and  Belgium. 
Published-in  1932.  it  has  been 
translated  into  Dutch  and 
Polish,  and  gone  through 
many  editions.  A biography  of 
Griffiths.  The  Magician  of  the 
Swatchwqys  by  Dick  Durham, 
was  published  in  1992. 

Maurice  Griffiths*  second 
wife  “Coppie",  died  in  Febru- 
ary. There  were  no  children  of 
either  marriage. 


Roger-Paul  Waiin, 
known  as  Roger  Wybot, 
head  of  French  counter- 
intelligence for  the 
Fourth  Republic,  died 
in  Paris  on 

September  26  aged  84.  He 
was  born  there  on 
October  13. 1912. 

ROGER  WYBOT  was  called 
“the  French  Ed^ar  Hoover", 
because  of  his  single-minded 
hunt  for  Sovier  agents,  a task 
far  more  difficult  in  postwar 
France  — with  its  sizeable  and 
legal  Communist  Party  — 
than  it  was  across  the  Atlantic. 
Wybot  also  provoked  some- 
dung  of  the  fear  many  Ameri- 
cans felt  when  they  learnt  that 
Hoover  was  investigating 
diem.  He  kept  files  on  the  priv- 
ate lives  of  practically  all 
prominent  Fourth  Republic 
politicians,  including  Francois 
Mitterrand. 

He  was  at  the  heart  of  the 
political  turmoil  surrounding 
the  numerous  scandals  of  the 
teetering,  J 4-year  Fourth  Re- 
public, which  died  with  Gen- 
eral de  Gaulle*  return  to 
power  in  1958.  His  career  as 
head  of  the  Direction  de  la 
Surveillance  du  Temtoire 
(DSD  came  to  an  end  abruptly 
in  that  year  when,  it  was  said. 
General  de  Gaulle  discovered 
a listening  device  in  his  apart- 
ment at  the  Hotel  Laperouse. 
The  incoming  French  Presi- 
dent had  Wybot  shunted  to 
senior,  but  less  sensitive,  posts 
within  tiie  French  police. 

Wybot  was  an  artillery  of- 
ficer who  had  fought  up  "until 
die  1940  Armistice,  when  the 
Free  French  infiltrated  him 
into  die  Vichy  government* 
“anti-nationalist  activities" 
branch  — sped  ally  set  up  to 
trade  down  Gaullists.  Com- 
munists and  freemasons.  He 
was  arrested  by  Vichy  police 
in  Marseilles  in  1941.  but 
escaped  and  made  his  way  to 
London,  where  he  became 
head  of  counter-espionage  in 
die  Gaullist  secret  service.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he 
adopted  the  pseudonym 
Wybot 

He  fell  out  with  de  Gaulle  in 
1942  and  joined  a Free  French 
unit  that  fought  in  Libya, 
Tunisia  and  Italy,  later  taking 
part  in  the  Allied  invasion  of 
the  South  of  France  in  1944. 
He  was  again  made  head  of 
counter-espionage  in  General 
de  GaulJe*  first  postwar  gov- 
ernment He  packed  the  new 


service  with  wartime  com- 
rades and  set  about  hunting 
down  Vichy  militia  chiefs  and 
collaborators.  He  questioned 
Rene  Hardy,  a leading  Resis- 
tance figure  suspected  of  hav- 
ing betrayed  Jean  Moulin, 
head  of  the  Resistance,  to 
Klaus  Barbie  of  the  Gestapo  in 
Lyons.  The  case  against  Har- 
dy was  never  proved.  He  did. 
however,  arrest  the  million- 
aire scrap  dealer  Joseph 
Joanovici,  who  was  a leading 
collaborator. 

Wybot  played  a central  role 
in  resolving  or  calming  a 
number  of  scandals  involving 
France*  war  in  Indo-China. 
notably  the  so-called  “Affaire 
des  G&ieraux"  in  1950,  when  a 
report  on  the  military  situa- 
tion by  the  Indo-China  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  General 
Georges  Severs,  found  its  way 
into  the  hands  of  Ho  Chi 
Minh*  Vietminh  rebels.  Re- 
vers  was  sacked. 

Wybot  was  in  charge  of  the 
fight,  at  home,  against  the 
Algerian  Front  de  Liberation 
Nationale,  but  he  was  mainly 
preoccupied  with  uncovering 
Soviet  agents  in  the  military. 
Naro  and  the  nuclear  indus- 
try. He  forged  what  was  called 
an  “entente  cordiale"  with 
Hoover. 

He  always  denied  that  he 
had  placed  microphones  in  de 
Gaulle*  apartment  and  suc- 
cessfully sued  a newspaper 
that  claimed  that  this  had 
been  the  reason  for  de  Gaulle 
“kicking  him  upstairs’*. 

He  was  named  Inspect eur 
General  of  die  Police  and  of 
the  Sfirett  Nationale.  He  occu- 
pied the  same  job  under  differ- 
ent tides  until  1973.  His  bio- 
graphy. written  by  a journalist 
friend,  Roger  Wybot  et  la 
bataille  pour  la  DST.  was  a 
1975  justification  of  his  career 
but  gave  away  few  secrets.  He 
remained  a figure  of  some 
mystery  to  the  end.  In  his  later 
years  in  the  police  he  became 
adept  at  acupuncture,  wrote  a 
standard  book  on  the  subject 
and  was  known  to  treat  his 
colleagues  at  the  Interior  Min- 
istry. He  was  also  an  expert  on 
hypnotism  and  spiritualism. 

He  wrote  several  plays,  one 
of  them.  Antigone,  was  in  the 
classical  vein  and  another  was 
performed  on  the  radio  by 
actors  of  the  Comidie  Fran- 
chise. He  received  some  of  the 
highest  distinctions  of  the 
Republic,  notably  the  order  of 
Compagnon  de  la  Liberation. 


southern  flank  into  the  Eighth 
Army*  rear,  while  he  fought 
to  clear  a supply  route  to  his 
panzer  divisions,  which  were 
almost  out  of  fueL 
On  June  3.  the  1st  South 
African  Brigade  carried  out 
what  tiie  British  official  hist- 
ory describes  as  a very  well 
handled  raid  on  the  Italian 
Trento  Division,  which  was 
trying  to  hold  open  Rommel* 
precarious  new  supply  route. 
It  was  during  this  raid  that 
Smythe  won  his  VC. 

Casualties  had  been  heavy 
and,  although  wounded  in  the 
forehead  and  suffering  from 
loss  of  blood,  Smythe  took 
command  of  his  platoon  when 
it  lost  its  officer  during  an 
attack  on  an  enemy  strong- 
point  Singlehanded,  he  de- 
stroyed an  enemy  machine- 
gun  post  taking  the  surviving 
crew  prisoner.  Soon  after- 
wards he  did  the  same  to  an 
anti-tank-gun  crew,  enabling 
him  to  consolidate  his  pos- 
ition until  he  was  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

But  no  amount  of  South 
African  gallantry  could  re- 
verse tiie  effect  of  the  Bri- 
tish armour’s  defeats  in  the 
Cauldron  and  at  Knights- 
bridge.  The  Eighth  Army  fell 
back  to  Ei  Alamein,  where  the 
South  Africans  played  a cru- 
cial role  in  stopping  Rommel 
for  good. 

Quentin  George  Murray 
Smythe  was  the  son  of  Edric 
Smythe  and  the  grandson  of 
the  Hon  Charles  Smythe,  the 
first  Administrator  of  Natal. 
After  being  educated  at 
Eastcourt  School,  he  served 
with  the  1st  Natal  Carabineers 
in  East  Africa  against  the 
Italians  before  the  Western 
Desert  campaign. 

After  the  war  he  joined  the 
South  African  Department  of 
Defence,  returning  to  farming 
after  his  retirement  He  was 
awarded  the  freedom  of  Dur- 
ban in  recognition  of  his 
gallantry. 

He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried: first,  in  1945.  to  Dale 
Griffiths,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons  and  a daughter, 
this  marriage  was  dissolved  in 
1970  and  later  that  year  he 
married  Margaret  Joan  Shat- 
well,  who  died. in  1980.  He  is 
survived  by  his  third  wife, 
whom  he  married 


MILESTONES 


Roberto  G Goizueta. 
chief  executive  of  Coca- 
Cola.  died  oa  October 
18.  He  was  born  on 
November  18. 1931. 


Roberto  Goizueta  devoted 
almost  all  of  his  43-year 
career  to  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  Coca-Cola,  and 
headed  the  company  for  16 
years.  Bom  in  Cuba,  he  was 
educated  at  Yale,  where  he 
read  chemical  engineering. 
After  working  briefly  for  the 
family  business  in  Cuba,  he 
joined  the  Coca-Cola  Com- 
pany in  Havana  in  1954.  In 
the  aftermath  of  the  Castro 
revolution,  he  settled  in  the 
US  in  1961.  arriving  in 
Miami  with  $40  in  cash  and 
100  Coca-Cola  shares  (which 
would  now  be  worth  some 
$3  million).  After  rising 
through  the  ranks  he  was 
appointed  chief  executive  in 
1981,  and  set  about  reviving  a 
then  rather  moribund  com- 
pany. Diet  Coke,  introduced 
in  1962.  was  a great  success. 
In  1985.  however,  Goizueta* 
passion  for  innovation  got 
the  better  of  him.  prompting 
one  of  the  most  spectacular 
miscalculations  in  the  hist- 
ory of  marketing.  In  re- 
sponse to  increased  competi- 
tion from  the  sweeter  Pepsi, 
he  tinkered  with  the  sacred 
Coke  formula  and  intro- 
duced “New  Coke".  The 
public  loathed  jt,  and  there 
was  a huge  drop  in  sales 
before  the  original  recipe 
was  reintroduced  as  “Classic 
Coke"  after  only  three 
months.  Goizueta  was  also  a 
notable  philanthropist. 

Obituary  published  on 
October  2D. 

Kenneth  Wood,  inven- 
tor of  the  Kenwood  Chef 
electric  mixer,  tiled  on 
October  19.  He  was  bom 
on  October  4, 1916. 

Kenneth  Wood  developed 
and  gave  his  name  to  one  of 
the  favourite  fixtures  in  the 
postwar  kitchen.  The  proto- 


type of  his  Kenwood  Chef 
electric  mixer  drew  raised 
eyebrows  from  bankers  and 
other  backers  when  he  tried 
to  finance  its  production  in 
1948.  Potential  suppliers 
were  no  more  impressed, 
demanding  money  upfront 
before  they  handed  over 
parts.  But  Wood  went  ahead 
regardless,  and  was  richly 
rewarded  for  his  faith.  After 
some  years  at  sea.  he  found 
work  in  a radio  repair  shop, 
and  then  built  up  a radio 
business  of  his  own.  His  first 
venture  into  kitchen  appli- 
ances came  after  the  war. 
when  he  set  up  a company 
with  a partner  to  manufac- 
ture toasters.  The  Chef  fol- 
lowed, and  was  enthusias- 
tically snapped  up  after  a 
demonstration  at  Harrods. 
Kenwood  was  soon  able  to 
buy  up  other  companies  in 
the  field,  and  expanded  its 
range  to  indude  everything 
from  irons  to  dishwashers 
and  waste-disposal  systems. 
Wood  was  a millionaire  at 
42.  He  founded  the  Forest 
Mere  Health  Farm  at  Up- 
hook.  and  developed  a golf 
club  near  his  home.  He  had 
always  said  that  he  “didn’t 
want  to  be  one  of  those  goons 
who  ends  up  with  £4  million 
and  hasn’t  lived” 

Obituary  published  on 
October  22. 

Sir  Gilbert  Longden, 

MBE.  MP  for  South  West 
Herts.  1950-74,  died  on 
October  16.  He  was  born 
on  April  16. 1902. 

Gilbert  Longden  typified  the 
best  of  the  old  Tory  party, 
which  owed  so  mudi  to  the 
adoption  of  Beveridge  and 
foil  employment  in  the  years 
immediately  after  the  end  of 
the  Second  World  War. 
Longden  was  an  original 
member  of  the  One  Nation 

Group  which  included 

Enoch  Powell,  Edward 
Heath,  Iain  Madeod,  Angus 
Maude,  Reginald  Maudling 
and  Sir  John  Rodgers. 


Longden,  a bachelor,  was 
die  only  one  of  the  group  not 
to  win  office,  but  remained 
an  articulate  backbencher 
until  the  age  of  72  when  he 
retired  at  the  first  of  the  two 
general  elections  of  J974.  He 
is  perhaps  best  remembered 
for  his  comment  at  Prime 
Minister’s  Questions  after 
Macmillan's  botched  reshuf- 
fle of  1962,  which  became 
known  as  the  “Night  of  the 
Long  Knives".  Longden  said: 
“May  I take  this  opportunity 
of  congratulating  the  Prime 
Minister  on  having  kept  his 
head  while  all  around  were 
losing  theirs." 

Obituary  published  on 
October  22. 

Harold  French,  actor 
and  theatre  director,  died 
on  October  19.  He  was 
born  on  April  23, 1900. 

Bom  in  London  of  Irish  par- 
ents. Harold  French  made 


his  first  stage  appearance  in 
1912  in  one  of  Granville 
Barker*  famous  Shake- 
speare revivals.  The  Winter's 
Tale.  But  French*  niche  in 
tiie  history  of  20th-century 
theatre  is  for  his  work  as  a 
director,  notably  for  making 
a hit  of  French  Without 
Tears,  Terence  Rartigan* 
first  play,  which  in  rehearsal 
had  looked  like  being  a 
disaster.  During  the  1920s 
and  early  1930s,  French  had 
a variety  of  light  acting 
roles,  but  realised  that  this 
was  not  his  metier.  His 
ability  to  get  on  with  the 
varied  temperaments  found 
in  the  theatrical  world,  how- 
ever. made  him  a most  sym- 
pathetic director,  and  he 
continued  working  for  the 
stage  into  the  1970s.  Among 
the  films  he  directed  were 
Jeannie  (1941k  Secret  Mis- 
sion (1942):  Dodie  Smith* 
Dear  Octopus  (1945).  proba- 
bly his  best;  and  Rob  Roy  the 
Highland  Rogue  (1953). 

Obituary  published  on 
October  24. 
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Shares  fail  to  hold  early  gains 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  bur  adjustments  are  made  when  a stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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ENGINEERING.  VEHICLES 
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Portfolio 

OUawNemumBfliiiilM 

DAILY  DIVIDEND 
+36 

Claims  required  for  +36  pu 
Oidinaots  sfaoaid  ring 
0171-481  3388 
between  9.30am~3pm 


Weekly  Dividend 

Please  makaa  no<e  of  your  dally  touts 
to  maicb  The  weekly  dividend 
publlstied  in  the  Sunday  Times  to  wl  n 
uaooa 

Mon  I Tue  [wed  I Thu  t FH  I sal  I sun 


Wn&tr  KOunoteioT  tool  | 

...  . . Pour  wlnnera  shared  me  prize 

- 124  87  560  I ywreday.  each  receiving  £500.  They 


jnesemay.  each  receiving  £500.  They 
are:  K Uterus.  Bushtw  Heath;  M Bell. 
Surrey:  C Williams,  Wheatley.  Oxfoid: 
fl  WUiianu.  London. 
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Recovery  short-lived  as  markets  fail  to  shake  off  jitters 


-shock  rolls  on 


- By  Janet  Bush 
i ; ECONOMICS -EDITOR 

f SHARE  prices  gyrated 
wildly  yesterday  in  IxmHon 
' and  New  York  as  world 
stock  market;  continued  to 
be  buffeted  by  the  after- 
shocks of  Hong  Kong’s 
record  fen  in  share  prices  on 
Thursday  despite  a rebound 
in  the  Hang  Seng  index. 

The  FUSE  100  index  initially 
surged  by  111  points  and  Wall 
- Street  seemed  destined  -to  fol- 
low, with  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  rebound- 
. mg  ty  more  than  91  points  at 
the  opening. 

However,-  the  recovery,  was 


short-lived  as  fbe  . Dow.  sud- 
denly started  to  retreat,  drag- 
ging European  markets  off 
their  highs.  At  midsession,  the 
Dow  was  quoted  116.16  prams 
lower  at  7.731.61. 

The  FTSE  100  ended  down1 
213  points  at  4,9702,  repre- 
senting a loss  over  the  course 
of  the  week  of 300  points,  orsix 
percent 

Bob  Semple,  strategist  at 
NatWest,  said:  “Three  hun- 
dred points  down  looks  like  a 
fair  comment  on  the  week. 
Asia  continues  to  be  a source 
of  tension.  We've  had  a dead 
cat  bounce  in  Hong  Kong  and 
people  seem  a bit  happier 
about  whether  the  peg  will 


hold,' but  worries  over  Hong 
Kong  property  values  won’t  go 
away  that  quickly." 

European  stock  markets 
had  taken  comfort  as  traders 
woke  op  to  the  news  that  the 
Hong  Kong  market  had  risen 
nearly  7 per  cent,  recovering 
much  of  the  10  per  cent  fall  of 

- theprevious  session. 

The  Hang  Seng  dosed 

- 718.04  points  higher  at 
11,14434,  its  second-largest 
points  gain  ever.  On  Thursday 
ft  recorded  its  largest  points 
fell  of  1211.47. 

But  the  recovery  was  tempo- 
rary. Wall  Street  traders  cited 
continuing  jitters  about  the 
turmoil  in  Asian  markets  as 


well  as  nervousness  about  a 
speech  on  the  economic  out- 
look by  Alan  Greenspan, 
chairman  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve,  who  is  speaking  to 
the  Joint  Economic  Committee 
of  Congress. 

There  was  some  relief  in 
Hong  Kong  that  interest  rates, 
jacked  up  on  Thursday  to 
deter  speculation  against  the 
Hong  Kong  dollar,  settled 
back  to  more  normal  levels. 
Overnight  money,  which 
jumped  to  quotes  as  high  as 
300  per  cent  at  the  height  of 
Thursday's  crisis,  came  back 
down  to  around  10  per  coil 

There  was  bargain-hunting 
on  the  stock  market,  largely 


from  companies  that  took 
advantage  of  the  cheap  prices 
to  buy  lack  (heir  own  shares. 
Some  shareholders  rook  the 
opportunity  of  increasing 
holdings  of  listed  companies. 

Despite  the  rebound  yester- 
day. the  Hang  Seng  stall 
stands  18  per  cent  lower  over 
the  week,  and  33  per  cent 
down  from  its  record  dosing 
high  in  August. 

Tung  Chee-hwa,  Hong 
Kong’s  chief  executive,  again 
expressed  confidence  that  toe 
authorities  would  be  able  to 
beat  off  speculative  attacks 
against  the  Hong  Kong  dollar, 
pegged  for  14  years  to  toe  US 
dollar.  He  also  had  some 


advice  for  investors,  saying: 
“The  market  has  fallen  but  at 
certain  levels  it  becomes  a 
good  buy." 

Confidence  was  patchy, 
however.  China  National  Avi- 
ation Co'  Ltd  said  that  it  is 
postponing  an  initial  public 
offering  of  hs  shares,  saying 
that  it  would  go  ahead  when 
toe  Hong  Kong  market  had 
recovered  some  stability. 

While  Hong  Kong  recov- 
ered some  of  its  poise,  other 
Asian  markets  continued  to 
come  under  pressure.  Thai- 
land's stock  marker  lost  more 
than  3 per  cent  ahead  of  the 
appointment  of  its  third  fi- 
nance minister  in  ten  months. 


However,  the  Thai  baht, 
which  this  week  hit  a record 
low,  held  steady  after  toe 
announcement  that  Chavalit 
Yongchaiyudh,  Thailand's 
Prime  Minister,  had  appoint- 
ed Kosit  Panpiemras.  execu- 
tive director  of  Bangkok  Bank, 
as  finance  minister. 

In  Europe,  Frankfurt  stocks 
dosed  nearly  2 per  cent  high- 
er. but  this  was  before  the 
opening  on  Wall  Street  and 
toe  subsequent  fall  in  Ameri- 
can share  values.  In  after- 
hours  German  trading,  stocks 
were  quoted  only  just  in 
positive  territory. ” In  Paris, 
stocks  lost  healthy  initial  gains 
and  dosed  down  a fraction. 


Tecs  at  centre 


of  fraud  and 


By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


l 


I 


TRAINING  and  Enterprise . 
..  . Councils,  which  have  an  annu- 
al state-funded  budget^  £125 
billion,  are  at  the  centre  of  a 
wide-ranging  inquiry  into  alle- 
■'  gations  of. fraud  and  misman- 
agement, it  emerged  yesterday.  - 
At  least  20  cases  of  alleged 
r»  baud  by  firms  tinder  contract . 
to  Tfecs  in  England  and  Wales 
and  their  equivalents  in  Scot- 
land are  being  investigated  by 
the  Government  . Dozens  of 
Tecs  are  believed  to  be  Invblv- r 
ed.  One  training  provider  Js 
being  investigated  by  pcfice..| 
Kurn  Howells,  Education  ana 
Employment  Minister,  yester- 
- -day  said  Centec,  which  serves 


Glaxo  chief 
challenge 
over  costs 


ByPaulDurman 


4 


- POUC1TIANS  would  be  mis- 
guided to  squeeze  the  profits  of 
toe  pharmaceutical  com- 
panies in  an  attemjn  to  reduce 
healthcare  costs.  Sir  Richard 
Sykes,  chairman  and  chief 
executive  of  Glaxo  WeDcomei 
suggested  yesterday. 

Sir  Richard  challenged  toe 
presumption  that  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  is  highly 
profitable  and  presents  an 
. opportunity  for  easy  public 
( expenditure  savings.  He  said 
new  drugs  could  an  health- 
care costs  by  reducing  the 
length  of  time  patients  remain 
in  hospital.  “Medicines  repre- 
sent toe  best  value  and  the 
greatest,  efficiency  there  is  in 
heaKhcare/  he  told  a confer- 
ence  in  London. 

He  also  ruled  out  the  need 
far  farther  mega-mergers  in 
toe  industry.  Many  commen- 
tators believe  toe  fragmented 
industry  will  continue  to  con- 
solidate through  deals  such  as 
Glaxo  *s  merger  with  Well- 
come. and  toe  Sandoz-Ciba 
merger  that  created  Novartis. 

Sir  Richard  attacked  policy- 
makers'  attempts  to  restrict 
healthcare  spending  tea  given 
percentage  of  national  output 
“Society  should  want  to  spend 
more  on  healthcare."  he  said. 
“Healthcare  is  a desirable 
good” 


central  England,  could  be 
closed  and  its  duties  absorbed 
by  neighbouring  Tecs. 

An  investigation  by  the  De- 
partment for  Education  and 
Employment  (DfEE)  has  iden- 
tified “serious  concerns"  about 
the  internal  andir.  within  toe 
council.  If  Centec  is  closed  it 
become  only  toe  second  Tec  to 
.be  shut  The  other.  South 
Thames,  fell  into  bankruptcy.' 

. Tbcs,  which  arrange  courses 
through  commercial  training 
providers.*  have,  few  .criticised, 
after  a-'stting  bf  controversial 
mis-payments  and  fraud  inves- 
tigations.  Numerous  cases  have 
. bra  . reported _of-  psgSriients 
bang  madefor  training  stu- 
dents who  did  not  exist  or  for 
training  that  was  never  given  to 
students  who  did  exist 
Yesterday  Michael  Bichard. 
Permanent  Secretary  at  the 
DfEE,  wrote  to  the  chairmen  of 
all  Tecs  in  England  and  Wales 
to  set  out  toe  Government’s 
“deep  concern  about  errors  and 
irregular  payments".  He  wrote: 
“I  wish  to  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  reverse  what  appears  to  . 
be  a fall  in  standards  of 
financial  control." 

Mr  Howells  promised  “zero 
tolerance”  of  payment  errors 
and  other  irregularities  in  deal- 
ings with  companies  that  pro- 
vide training  ' services. 
Irregular  payments,  which  are 
poor  administration  and  mis- 
taken payments  rather  than 
frttud.  are  this  year  expected  to 
double  to  more  than  £17  mil- 
lion. The  fraud  investigations 
could  reveal  additional  kisses, 
of  several  mfllion  pounds. 

Mr  Howells  said:  “The  pro- 
vision of  good  quality  training 
lies  at  toe  heart  of  our  commit- 
ment to  lifelong  learning  and 
Tecs  play  a vital  role  in 
delivering  that  commitment.  It 
is  all  the  more  important 
therefore  that  we  have  100  per 
cent  confidence  that  public 
money  is  being  spent  properly 
and  effectively." 

A spokeswoman  for  the  Tec 
National  Council  said:  “We 
have  given  ministers  our  assur- 
ance that  we  wiH  work  with 
them  to  ensure  tight  financial 
controls  are  kept.”  She  said 
irregular  payments  had  fallen 
in  toe  six  years  since  direct 
financial  control  was  removed 
from  toe  Government. 


Commentary,  page  29 
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Liberty  set 
for  family 
challenge 


By  Adam  Jones 


S unseeker's  new  £15  million  luxury  flagship,  the  80-ft  Manhattan  flybridge.  The  company  will  be  exhibiting  in  Florida  next  week 


Sunseeker  powers  towards  record  year 


By  George  Sivell 


SUNSEEKER  International, 
the  Poole-based  builder  of 
ftixuiy  powerboats,  is;  streak- 
ing towards  a record  financial 
year  and  will  next  week  tackle 
the  lucrative  American  mar- 


ket on  its  home  territory  at  the 
Fort  Lauderdale  boat  show. 

The  show  opens  in  Florida 
on  Thursday.  Robert  Braith- 
waife,  Sunseeker  chairman, 
says  toad  toe  luxury  power- 
boat market  is  dominated  by 
toe  big  American  players  but 


the  Dorset  company  still  man- 
ages to  export  99  per  cent  of 
its  production,  one  third  of  it 
to  toe  American  market 
Sunseeker  achieved  sales  of 
£42  million  in  the  six  months 
to  October,  and  has  sufficient 
orders  in  hand  to  reach  its 


internal  target  forecast  of  £76 
million  for  the  full  year,  an 
increase  of  19  per  cent  on  toe 
previous  year. 

At  this  level  of  sales  pre-tax 
profits  would  reach  E4  mil- 
lion. a 5 per  cent  increase. 
Sunseeker  says  it  had  a suc- 


cessful Southampton  Boat 
Show  in  September  and  has 
since  sold  44  of  its  Camargue 
44  mid-sized  family  cruiser  at 
000,000  each. 

Mr  Braithwaite  expects  to 
maintain  production  at  about 
260  craft  annually. 


THE  matriarch  of  the  family 
that  founded  liberty,  the  re- 
tailer famed  for  its  floral 
designs,  has  called  an  extraor- 
dinary meeting  to  impose 
board  changes. 

Elizabeth  Stewart-Liberty. 
whose  late  husband.  Arthur, 
was  liberty  chairman  for  29 
years,  owns  about  13  per  cent 
of  the  company.  The  Stewart- 
Liberty  family  owns  about  27 
per  cent  but  is  no  longer 
represented  on  toe  board. 

Oliver  Stewart-Liberty,  who 
with  his  brother  Richard  was 
toe  last  liberty  executive  from 
the  family,  refused  to  com- 
ment on  the  move  last  night  . 

There  was  speculation  lasr 
night  toar  the  retailer  may 
have  received  a takeover  ap- 
proach that  was  nor  pur  to 
shareholders. 


Temp  us,  page  31 


Staples  issues  Elm 
writ  over  sacking 


By  Ghcristine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


BRIAN  STAPLES,  the  ousted 
chief  executive  of  United  Utili- 
ties, served  a £1  million  writ  on 
the  company  yesterday,  alleg- 
ing that  he  was.  forced  to  resign 
in  a showdown,  with  Sir  Des- 
mond Pitcher,  the  chairman. . 

He  has  also  begun  proceed- 
ings for  an  industrial  tribunal 
hearing. 

The  writ  said  that  Mr 
Staples  was  threatened  with 
dismissal  without  , any  warn- 
ing. “At ' a meeting -attended 
by...  Sir  Desmond  Pitcher 
and  Mr  Howard  Jacobs,  a 
partner  with  the  solicitors 
Slaughter  and  May,  toe  plain- 
tiff was  fold  he  could  either 
resign  or  be  dismissed  with 
immediate  effect,"  it  said.. 

Mr  Staples  is  demanding 
two  years’  salary  plus  other 
emoluments,  which  will  top  Eh 


million.  In  the  writ  he  lists 
numerous  benefits  associated 
with  his  £307300a-year  job  at 
the  multi-utility,  including 
membership  of  an  executive 
bonus  scheme  and  two  share 
option  programmes,  the  pen- 
sion scheme,  a company 
BMW  and  home  phone 
charges.  Mr  Staples,  who  was 
on  a rolling  two-year  contract, 
had  worked  there  for  just  over 
three  years. 

The  sacking  of  Mr  Staples 
triggered  unrest  from  institu- 
tional investors,  who  demand- 
ed that  Sir  Desmond  should 
step  down.  Succession  plans 
for  the  management  of  United 
Utilities  are  due  to  be  unveiled 
in  the  next  few  weeks. 

A spokesman  for  the  com- 
pany said:  “We  will  vigorously 
defend  toe  actions." 


Hambro  choice  at 
I&S  questioned 


By  Paul  Durman 


THE  new  board  of  Ivory  & 
Strne  Enterprise  Capital,  toe 
investment  trust  that  has  ap- 
pointed JO  Hambro  to  handle 
its  winding  up,  was  yesterday 
accused  of  allowing  a director 
only  four  hours  to  seek  share- 
holder support  for  alternative 
proposals. 

The  row  has  prompted  dis- 
quiet at  one  leading  institu- 
tional investor,  which 
described  JO  Hambro’s  ap- 
pointment as  "rather  pre-or- 
dained". A senior  fund 
manager  said  toar  Hew  Bal- 
four was  acting  conscientious- 
ly as  an  independent  director 
in  attempting  to  listen  to 
shareholders’  views. 

Mr  Balfour  resigned  his 
directorship  of  the  trust  on 
Thursday  in  protest  at  toe  way 
in  which  toe  appointment  of 


JO  Hambro  was  rushed 
through,  without  consider- 
ation of  alternative  plans. 

Mr  Balfour  was  toe  only 
one  of  toe  trust’s  four  previous 
directors  to  survive  a board- 
room assault  mounted  by 
Colin  McLean’S  Scottish  Value 
Trust,  which  owns  27  per  cent 
of  Enterprise  Capital. 

Enterprise  Capital  replaced 
Mr  Balfour  with  James  Ham- 
bro. chairman  of  JO  Hambro, 
simultaneously  appointing  toe 
firm  as  manager  in  place  of 
Ivory  Bi  Sime. 

Mr  Balfour  said  yesterday 
that  he  had  asked  for  two 
weeks  grace  to  seek  sharehold- 
er views.  He  was  given  only  a 
day,  and  thar  had  been  cut  to 
an  “absurd"  four  hours 
because  of  another  meeting  he 
had  had. 


I t was  Big  Bang  and  Blade 
Monday  rolled  into  one.  Dealers 
who  began  the  week  sneering  at 
toeladtof  action — Brown  Me 


they  dubbed  ft—  were  soon  sneering 
‘ shivering*  3s  a severe  bout  of 
ig  Kong  flu 


and  shivering*  as  a severe  bout 
Hang  Kong  flu  swept  the  globe.  By 
Red  Thursday,  stock  marikets.had 
. turned.  a,  whiter  shade  of  pale. 

= Private  investors  could  only  look  on 
mdjnnaiy. 

T®  years  ago,  a hurricane  was 
toe  unforeseen  , factor  that  brought 
toe  raging  bull  market  of  the  1980$ 
crashing  to  its  knees.  This  week, 
outside  events  again  proved  the. 
Trigger  for.  one:  of  toe  market’s  . 
bumpiest  rides  ever.  Sets,  toe.  new 
wder-d riven  share,  trading  system, 
sprang,  to  life,  an  Monday  doing 


everything  that  it  was  not  supposed 
to  da  Low  liquidity  and  ever- 
widening  gaps  between  toe  bid  and 
offer  prices  sent  toe  FTSE  IQO.index 
see-sawing.  Screens  turned  from 
blue  to  red  and  bade  again,  leaving 
fund  managers  gasping  with  exas- 
peration. The  market,  down  119 
points  at  one  stage,  ended  the  day  60 
points  lower. 

The  compater  confusion  set  toe 
scene  for  what  was  to  follow. 
Overnight  on  Tuesday,  toe  Hang 
Seng  index  In  Hong  Kong  fell  567 
points  to  12,403,  as  the  territory 
became  locked  in  a Battle  with  toe 
currency  speculators  who  haw 
wreaked  havoc  elsewhere  in  toe 
region-  Overnight  interest  rates 
charged  to  hanks  jumped  to  as  high 


as 300 per  cent,  as  authorities  sought 
to  defend  the  Hang  Kong  dollar  — 
pegged  for  toe  past  14  years  to  the 
US  dollar. 

Overnight  on  Wednesday,  the 
Hang  Seng  tumbled  1,211  points  to 
10.426  — a sharper  fall  even  than  in 
19g7  — sparking  panic  in  London 
and  New  York  when  markets 
opened  on  Thursday.  The  FTSE  100 
tumbled  222  points  at  one  stage, 
slipping  below  5,000.  while  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  index  dipped  nearly 


230  points.  A suicide  in  Hong  Kong 
— ’ Of  toe  1929 


.brought  dulling  echoes 

Wall  Street  Crash^  although  some 
semblancebf  calm  returned  to  world 
markets  yesterday.  The  three  UK- 
quoted  shares  most  exposed  to  Hong. 
Kong  — HSBC  Standard  Char- 


tered, and  Cable  & Wireless  — were 
among  toe  worst  affected.  HSBC 
was  toppled  from  its  perch  as  the 
UK’s  biggest  company  by  market 
capitalisation',  passing  toe  honour  to 
BP.  the  oil  company. 

Conflicting  signals  from  toe  Gov- 
ernment over  economic  and  mone- 
tary union  (EMU)  was  the  third 
unforeseen  factor  that  fuelled  a 
rerun  of  October  1987.. Reports  that 
the  Government  was  moving  to- 
wards an  early  derision  to  join  EMU 
were  played  down  by  Gordon 
Brown,  the  Chancellor,  leaving 
puffed-up  dealers  somewhat  deflat- 
ed. Word  that  Britain  was  now 
unlikely  to  join  a single  currency 
during  the  lifetime  of  this  Parlia- 
ment did  nothing  for  sham.  Tony 


Blair  even  endured  one  or  two  cat- 
calls during  a visit  to  toe  London 
International  Financial  Futures  and 
Options  Exchange  (Life).  Officials 
at  Life  insisted  they  heard  nothing 
but  cheers. 

All  this  left  the  latest  accountancy 
mega-merger  rather  in  the  cold. 
KPMG  announced  plans  to  tie  toe 
knot  with  Ernst  & Young,  creating 
toe  world’s  largest  professional  ser- 
vices firm,  with  fees  of  E1L25  billion. 
Two  former  executives  of  Landhurst 
Leasing  were  jailed  for  taking  kick- 
backs.  Prudential  Corporation  was 
rebuked  over  mis-s tiling  of  pen- 
sions, and  RIB  Mining  saw  its 
shares  crash  to  a record  low.  It  was 
the  sort  of  week  in  which  one  should 
have  stayed  in  bed. 


Virgin  MegaSavers. 


For  world  beating  otters  call  by  31st  October 
on  01293747345.  Or  contact  tout  local  travel  agent. 
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Euro  good 
for  City 
in  any 
event  says 
George 


•sic  l :a  175 T* f- 


By  Richard  Miles 

BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 


EDDIE  GEORGE  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  said  yesterday 
the  introduction  of  the 
euro  would  represent  an 
opportunity  rather  than  a 
threat  for  the  City  of 
London,  even  if  the  UK  did 
not  join  the  first  wave  of 
economic  and  monetary 
union  in  1999. 

Mr  George  said  the 
main  impact  of  the  euro  on 
financial  activity  would  be 
to  encourage  broader  and 
more  liquid  markets 
where  they  are  currently 
fragmented  because  they 
are  denominated  in  differ- 
ent European  currencies. 

The  City  of  London 
thrives  on  liquid  markets 
regardless  of  the  currency 
— and  it  will  thrive  on  the 
euro  whether  the  UK  is  in 
or  out"  he  said.  “I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  there 
will  be  a vigorous  euro- 
euro  market  in  London, 
come  what  may. 

The  reality  is  that  the 
location  of  financial  activi- 
ty does  not  depend  on  the 
local  currency.  It  will  con- 
tinue to  ' be  carried  on 
wherever  it  can  most  con- 
veniently. efficiently  and 
profitably  be  carried  on." 

Mr  George  also  told 
delegates  at  the  Royal 
Institute  of  International 
Affairs  Conference  that  he 
welcomed  increasing  fi- 
nancial activity  in  Frank- 
furt Paris.  Milan  or 
Amsterdam  because  this 
would  result  in  increased 
activity  in  London.  The 
City  is  a major  European, 
not  simply  a national 
asset"  he  said. 

Countering  criticism 
that  UK  financial  institu- 
tions were  unprepared  for 
the  introduction  of  the 
euro.  Mr  George  said 
there  was  growing  evi- 
dence that  banks  and  in- 
surance companies  were 
now  taking  the  necessary 
steps  to  ensure  readiness. 

The  Governor  said  the 
banking  settlement  system 
that  came  into  operation 
last  spring  was  being  de- 
veloped to  work  in  the 
euro.  If  the  UK  were  to 
join,  the  UK  staling  sys- 
tem would  effectively  be- 
come a euro  system.  A 
parallel  system  was  also 
under  development  in  case 
Britain  stayed  out 


Ferrari  plans 
drive  into 


menswear 


BySarah  CUNNTNGHAM 


stores,  including  Selfridges, 
Hamids  and  Lfllywhhes.  It 
hopes  to  launch  in  February. 

There  is  already  a range  of 
Ferrari  clothing  being  sold  to 
Formula  One  fans  and 
through  catalogues.  The  new 
range  win  be  more  in  the  style 
of  Thnberland  and  Gant. 
Andrew  Walton,  marketing 
' manager  of  Nice  Man,  said. 

Ferrari  is  also  working  on 
plans  to  launch  a chain  of 

Ferrari  launching  its  F50  model  at  the  Brazil  Motor  Show  last  week.  The  company  is  expanding  into  leisurewear  in  Britain  stand-alone  shops. 


OFT  pressed  for  quick  action 
over  roeue  morteaee  lenders 


By  Gavtn  Lumsden 


NIGEL  GRIFFITHS.  Minis- 
ter for  Consumer  Affairs,  has 
urged  John  Bridgeman.  Direc- 
tor-General of  Fair  Trading,  to 
act  swiftly  against  rogue  mort- 
gage lenders,  as  it  emerged 
that  the  OFT  was  still  faking 
legal  advice  on  guidelines  it 
issued  three  months  ago. 

In  July  Mr  Bridgeman 
threatened  to  strip  lenders  and 
brokers  of  their  consumer 
credit  licences  if  they  contin- 
ued lo  exploit  vulnerable  bor- 
rowers with  exorbitant 
interest  rates  and  redemption 


penalties.  In  particular  he 
highlighted  the  use  of  dual 
interest  rates,  which  punish 
late-paying  borrowers  with  a 
higher  rate  of  interest,  and 
rule  7S.  a calculation  for 
redemption  penalties  that  was 
originally  designed  for  short, 
unsecured  loans  and  which 
has  been  misused  by  some 
lenders. 

Mr  Bridgeman  promised  to 
review  die  situation  in 
September. 

This  week,  addressing  the 
first  UK  conference  for  what 


are  known  as  sub-prime  (ie 
non-high  street)  lenders.  Geof- 
frey Horton,  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading's  Director  of  Con- 
sumer Affairs,  repeated  the 
pledge  to  stamp  out  the  prac- 
tices wherever  they  were 
found.  In  Ms  opinion,  he  said, 
loans  arranged  on  these  terms 
were  legally  unenforceable. 
He  promised  revised  guide- 
lines would  be  issued  in  a few 
weeks  and  said  that  the  OFT 
had  written  to  Mr  Griffiths 
urging  him  to  review  the  law 
around  rule  78. 


However,  he  added  that  the 
OFT  was  sedring  Legal  advice 
on  whether  loans  issued  be- 
fore July  had  to  comply  with 

the  guidelines. 

But  Mr  Griffiths  said  he 
had  raised  die  issue  of  rule  78 
with  die  OFT  in  May,  July  and 
August  and  had  understood 
that  it  would  not  be  used 
again. 

Mr  Griffiths  said:  "The 
message  I want  to  convey  to 
the  OFT.  and  anyone  else,  is 
that  I want  to  see  the  abuses 
sorted  out  Any  legal  advice 


they  are  seeking  should:  lie 
done  speedily  as  the  public’s 
patience  is  being  exhausted 
with  the  abuses  of  lenders  who 
are  charging  extortionate 
rates  of  interest  and  are  forc- 
ing people  to  lose  their  homes. 
I await  the  Director-General’s 
review  with  interest." 

One  legal  expert  expressed 
surprise  at  the  OFT5  delay. 
Under  Unfair  Terms  in  Con- 
sumer Contract  legislation, 
passed  in  1994.  practices  such 
as  dual  interest  rates  and  rule 
78  are  open  to  legal  challenge. 


Energy  policy  review 
as  coal  outcry  grows 


RJB  to  spend  £50m  on 
lifting  Australian  stake 


By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


By  our  industrial  correspondent 


THE  Cabinet  is  to  examine  energy 
policy  amid  the  growing  controversy' 
over  the  future  of  the  coal  industry.  A 
paper  on  energy  is  to  be  looked  at  by 
the  Economic  Policy  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet  in  a move  which  could  trigger 
a wholesale  review. 

News  of  the  paper,  which  is  thought 
to  be  up  for  discussion  in  the  next  few 
weeks,  will  increase  the  calls  from  coal 
industry  supporters  for  a radical 
overhaul  of  energy.  The  Government 


has  been  increasingly  criticised  for 
washing  its  hands  of  coal  as  the 
industry  faces  tough  negotiations  on 
new  contracts  with  the  generators  and 
as  environmental  commitments  fur- 
ther the  dash  for  gas. 

This  week  shares  in  RJB.  the  largest 
independent  coal  producer,  slumped 
25  per  cent  on  fears  for  the  industry's 
future.  A backbench  coal  pressure 
group  of  Labour  MPs  has  been  formed 
as  pressure  on  the  Government  grows. 


RJB  MINING,  the.  troubled  UK  coal 
mining  company,  is  dose  to  spending 
£50  million  to  increase  its  shareholding 
in  CJM.  the  Australian  open-cast 
mining  company. 

RJB.  whose  shares  have  fallen 
sharply  in  London  over  concern  about 
the  prospects  for  coal  mining  in 
Britain,  is  likely  to  lift  its  12  per  cent 
holding  in  CIM  to  nearly  50  per  cent  to 
help  to  fund  pit  purchases.  Yesterday 
CJM  struck  an  agreement  with  Exxon 


to.  buy,  one  mine,  andstakes  in  two 
others,  in  a .deal  that  is  expectedfabe 
completed  next  year.  ’ 

RIB’S  stake-buflding  plan  wfl]  be  put 
to  CIM  shareholders  on  Thursday,  but 
the  UKmining  company  has  an  option 
to  buy  up  to  48.8  per  cent  of  CIM  by 
next  June.  RJB  is  currently  in  the 
middle  of  crucial  talks  with  UK 
electricity  generators  for  new  contracts 
and  is  thought  to  be  keen  to  extend  its 
interest  in  Australia. 


You  can’t  put 


Growing  economy  opens 
door  to  interest  rate  rise 


a price  on  customer 


By  Janet  Bush,  Economics  Editor 


care,  but  you  can 


put  a number  on  it. 


THE  British  economy 
showed  few  signs  of  flagging 
in  die  autumn,  leaving  the 
door  open  to  another  rise  in 
base  rates  next  month. 

Gross  domestic  product 
grew  I per  cent  in  the  third 
quarter,  exactly  the  same  pace 
as  in  the  second.  However, 
yearon-year  growth  rose  to 
3.9  per  cent  in  the  third 
quarter,  from  35  per  cent  in 
the  second,  according  to  pre- 
liminary figures  from  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics. 

The  next  meeting  of  the 
Bank  of  England’s  monetary 
policy  committee  is  on  Now 
ember  6 and  it  is  expected  to 
consider  the  arguments  for 


another  tightening  of  mone- 
tary policy. 

The  case  is  not  clear-cut 
given  a number  of  slightly 
weaker  forward-looking  indi- 
cators of  economic  activity 
published  recently,  and  also 
tentative  evidence  in  yester- 
day’s figures  that  the  boom- 
ing services  sector  appears  to 
be  slowing  down  a touch. 
Services,  which  account  for 
nearly  two  thirds  of  the  econo- 
my. grew  an  estimated  1 per 
cent  in  the  third  quarter, 
having  increased  12.  per  cent 
in  the  previous  two. 

However,  economists  cau- 
tioned that  tbe  services  figure 
may  have  been  depressed  by 


unusually  weak  retail  sales  in 
September,  put  down  in  part 
to  the  period  of  national 
mourning  for  Diana,  Princess 
ofWales. 

Separate  figures  yesterday 
provided  a mixed  picture  on 
trade.  Britain’s  trade  deficit 
with  the  rest  of  the  world  was 
£513  million  in  August,  com- 
pared with  £450  million  in 
July.  Hus  was  much  narrow- 
er chan  expected. 

However,  the  deficit  of  £779 
mfllion  with  non-European 
Union  countries  in  Septem- 
ber, which  compared  with  a 
shortfall  of  £359  million  in 
August,  was  much  wider  than 
expected. 


68V  of  people  think  that  companies  vs  ith  on  0800  number  care 
more  for  their  customers.  Anri  goodwill  is  good  business. 


nnf  i kongr  the  way  a t wm  £/  BT 

Try  an  0800  number  for  3 months  for  only  £25  plus  call  charges. 


Freefone  0800  800  800 


OFFER  ENDS  31.12.9?  ON  CONNECTIONS  BY  31  1.98.  'SOURCE:  DIRECT  MARKETING  ASSOCIATION. 


I THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

Who  is  the  most 
I ‘overpaid’  chief 
! executive  among 
! Britain’s  top  100 
j companies  and 
! who  is  the  most 
j ‘undeipaid’? 

For  the  answers  see 
\ Business,  tomorrow 
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Rates  for  small  denomination 
bank  notes  only  as  supplied  by 
Barclays  Bank  pic.  Different  rates 
-apply  to.  traveller's  cheques. 
Bates  as  at  dose  of  trading 
yesterday. 


FERRARI,  the  Italian  sports 
car  firm,  hopes  to  capitalise 
an  its  success  on  this  year’s 
Formula  One  racing  circuit 
by  handling  a men’s  leisure- 
wear range  at  top  British 

department  stores. 

The  range  with  the  Ferrari 
insignia  is  being  put  together 
by  Nice  Man  Merchandising, 
part  of  BMG,  which  holds  the 
licence  for  Ferrari  merchan- 
dise Nice  Mail  is  in  talks  with 
a number  of  department 


Members  fail  to  claim 
£7m  of  MW  shares 


MORE  than  £7  million  worth  of  shares  are  still  unclaimed 
after  foe  Bristol  & West  Bufldmg  Soaety  aJ^JCT.  The 
society,  taken  over  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland.m  a E600rruluon 
-deal  this  summer,  said  around  23,000  eligible  members  had 
not  yet  claimed  their  entitlement  of  250  preferena 
each  They  bUed  to  meet  the  share  registration  deadline  of 
July  21  but  can  still  daim  their  shares  up  to  three  years  after 

^T^SraStliai  cash  windfalls  paid  directly  into 
the  accounts  of  most. of  the  1.1.  million  braiding  society 
members.  But  320,000  more  members  — mortgage  holders 
and  savers  with  accounts  far  less  than  two  years — 'v^e°£v 
eligible  for  the  250  preference  shares.  A Bristol  & West 
spokesman  said  a total  of 27.000  people  failed  ro  meet  the  July 
21  deadline.  Since  then  the  society  had  been  confacted  by 
4,000  of  them.  An  overall  total  of  more  than  £L2  billion  in 
windfall  payouts  is  still  unclaimed  after  other  recent 
bufldiing  society  flotations. 


Energy  Group  expands 


THE  ENERGY  GROUP  has  entered  a three-way  deal  to  buy 
a coal-fired  power  station  in  Turkey  for  E78  million.  The 
Energy  Group,  through  its  subsidiary  Peabody,  has  a 25  per 
cent stakein  the  purchase.  Its  partners  are  Koc,  which  has  a 
50  per  cent  holding,  and  NRG  which  as  25  per  cent  in  the 
Kangal  station  in  central  Turkey.  Derek.  Bonham,  chairman 
of  The  Energy  Group,  said:  “This  project  is  a further  step  in 
the  realisation  of  The  Energy  Group’S  strategy  to  develop  as 
an  international,  integrated  energy  company.*' 


Penna  earnings  rise 


PENNA  HOLDINGS,  the  training  and  recruitment 
company,  reported  pretax  profits  of  £1.6  mfllion  for  the 
six  months  to  September  30,  compared  with  an  adjusted 
£745,000  in  rite  first  half  of  the  previous  year.  Earnings 
were  10-lp  a share,  compared  with  8_5p.  The  interim 
dividend  rises  to  l-2p  a share,  from  Ip;  Reported  profits 
for  rite  first  half  of  1996  included  an  exceptional  charge  of 
£1.4  mfllion  against  restructuring,  which  left  a pretax 
toss  of  £655.000. 


Dockers  stand  firm 


NO  MORE  than  three  of  the  329  dockers  involved  in  the 
picketing  of  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  will  accept  the 
£28,000  payoff  offered  to  than yesterday,  union  officials  said. 
Bobby  Morton,  one  of  the  shop  stewards,  aid:  “We  were 
picketing  this  morning,  and  all  the  people  I spoke  to  said  they 
wouldn't  be  accepting  the  offer.  This  is  tile  fifth  in  a series  of 
final  offers,  and  well  stay  here  for  the  rest  of  our  lives  if  we 
have  to.”  However,  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  insisted: 
“This  is  die  final  offer.  After  today,  matters  are  closed.” 


AH  Ball  losses  continue 


SHARES  in  AH  BalL  tire  building  and  construction  group,  fell 
2p,  to  Ubp.  after  Sir  James  Harvie  Wan,  the  chairman,  told 
shareholders  at  the  annual  meeting  that  the  rate  of  new  order 
intake  has  been  “disappointingly  low”,  despite  good  volumes 
of  work  from  the  core  business  and  a reduction  in  overheads. 
He  also  told  shareholders  that  margins  remain  under  "severe 
. pressure”.  Sir  James  said  that  theconsequence  of  such  trading 
conditions  has  .been  a continuance  of  tosses  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year  that endsiri  Mfotih  1998. 


VW  refund  set  at  £31m 


VOLKSWAGEN,  the  German  auto  manufacturer,  must  pay 
bade  DM90.7  million  (about  £31.2  million)  in  compensation 
to  end  its  fight  with  the  European  Union  over  subsidies  for  an 
east  German  factory.  The  long-running  dispute  involves 
illegal  subsidies  the  carmaker  received  from  the  east  German 
state  of  Saxony  to  help  to  finance  investments  at  its  plants  In 
Mosel  and  Chemnitz.  The  issue  was  complicated  when  the 
commission  discovered -that.  Volkswagen  was  exceeding 
capacity  levels  agreed  with  the  commission. 


Hitachi  Credit  higher 


HITACHI  CREDIT  (UK),  the  finance  arm  of  the  Japanese 
trading  giant  floated  on  the  British  stock  market  in  July, 
raised  pretax  profits  by  47  per  cent  to  £32  million  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30  on  sales  up  26  per  cent  to  £35.6 
million.  Earnings  rose  25  per  cent  to  6.6p  a share.  A maiden 
interim  dividend  of  1.7p  wfll  be  prod.  UBS,  the  house  brokers, 
forecast  a fall-year  pretax  profit  of  £7.5  million.  Hitachi 
Credit  said  that  its  main  markets  are  both  buoyant  and 
dynamic,  The  shares  rose  3p  to  152b  p yesterday. 
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PREPARE  TO  TAKE  OFF  FOR  MILAN 


Next  time  your  business  takes  you  to  Milan,  make  it  areal  pleasure  by  flying  with  Alitalia  from  London  City  Airport, 
jfr*  If  you  travel  in  style  with  Prime  Eurobnsmess’  we’ll  chauffeur-drive  you  to  the  airport  and 

1 * bade  from  any  address  within  the  M25  area.  And  to  fit  in  with  your  busy  work  schedules  we’ve 

introduced  two  new  services  every  weekday.  To  find  but  more  about  our  new  flights  and 


complimentary  chauffeur-drive  service,  call  0171  602  7111  or  see  your  travel  agent.  I * 

FROM  LONDON  CITY  AIRPORT  Prima  Eurobusmess. Business  class,  Italian  Style.  .Vs ■ *Tu*c»niutt:beaiB tt^.OfeMdsjT/sras.  Et,f,OB“si*iEsa 
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By  Monday  morning  many 
a set  of  City  fingemaik 
have  taken  on  the 
manicure  modelled,  by  Gordon 


m manicure. nwdeUed.  by  Gorton- 
$ # BiwiMhe  Chancellor,  when  he 
•H  d • ” switched  on  die  new  . Stock  Ex- 

change  electronic  order  book. 


-biting  wait  for  PDFM 


j , .JWIA  -EJt- 

aange  electronic;  order  book., 
with  stock  marioets  switched  off 
for  the  weekend,  investors  must 
oidure  an  agonising  stay  in 
umbo  land  before  -learning 
whether  the  Iong^waited  crash 
really  is  upbn  us.  Chewing  nails 
down  to  the  quick  would  be  one 
ci  the  more  moderate  responses 
to  the  phoney  calm.  . 

Yesterday’s  erratic  market 
movements  created  total  confu- 
sion. Chi  Thursday  night  with 
Hang  Kong’s  Hang  Seng having 
Plummeted  and  the  FTSE 
blazoning  its  biggest  paints  fall 
in  a decade.  the  trend  seemed 
dear.  But  dariiy  clouded  rapidly 
as  the  Hang  Seng  regained  some 
of  its  lost  ground  and  the  FTSE 
started  heading  back  up  again 
By  the  end  of  play,  with  tneFISE 
dawn  21  points,  confusion  was 
the  predominant  reaction. 

But  there  was  disappointment, 
too,  in  some  quarters.  AtFDEM. 
the  fund  manager,  Thursday's 
stock  market  stump  had  been 
greeted  with  undisguised  elation. 
The  firm’s  mum  publicised 
stance  that  the  stock  market  is 
hugely  over-valued  seemed 
about  to  be  vindicated.  Tony  Dye 
and  his  colleagues  retired  to  their 
beds  happy  that  night  Friday 
morning  must  have  been  ab- 
solutely ghastly  for  them  as  the 
• FTSE  struggled  upwards  once 


more.  Just  two  weeks  ago  PDFM 
bad  gathered  together  its  clients 
at  a London  conference,  centre  to 
tdl  them  the  firm  was 
sticking  to  its  controversial 
investment  strategy.  There  was 
the  dash  of  mea  culpa,  now  in 
vogue  with  Tory  politicians  but 
not  labour  spin  doctors,  and 
almost  inescapable  ;in  PDFM’s 
case.  “In  the  last  couple  of  years 
. we  have  foiled  to  meet  your 
expectations  by  not  meeting  the 
objectives  you  have  set  us,* ' 
admitted  Paul  Meredith.,  die' 
fond  manager's  chairman. 

Bring--  significantly  under- 
weight in  .equities*  has  ban  an 
expensive  strategy  in  the  pastfew 
years-  Tarty  T>ye  steadfastly  re- 
iterated Ms  briief  in  value  invest- 
ment, -insisting,  * that  - equities 
bought  at  high  prices  would 
disappoint,  a stance  that  logic, 
arid  experience,  suggest  wffl  be 
true  over  time.  But  the  question 
for  PDFM’s  clients,  and  those  of 
other  simflariy  inclined  houses 
such  as  Gartmore,  is  how  long 
they  would  have  to  wait  for  the 
statement  to  be  proven.  Although 
Mr  Dye  insisted  “it’s  not  a crash 
that  we  need  but  a return  to 
favour  for  value”,  without  a 
crash  his  funds  wSi  still  look  like 
losers, 

Yesterday  evening,  opinions 


COMMENTARY 


by  our  City  Editor 


were  split  as  to  whether  this  is 
crash  or  mere  correction.  Ironi- 
cally, foe  chances  are  that  if 
Hong  Kong  comes  into  the  first 
category,  men  New  York  and 
London  may  be  helped  towards 
the  second  by  foe  weight  of 
money  that  could  be  transferred 
out  ot  foe  former  colony. 

Whether  it  be  crash  or  correc- 
tion, once  the  tumble  has  halted 
there  win  then  be  value  to  be 
found  in  some  of  PDFM’s  stocks, 
but  by  no  means  all/ 


For  the  moment,  all  but  the 
name  must  remain  in  the  realm 
of  theory,  for  foe  new  organis- 
ation only  leaps  into  action  after 
the  new  Banking  Act  comes  into 
force  in  foe  year  2000.  This 
leaves  plenty  of  time  for  systems 
to  be  sorted  out  and  chains  of 


command  plotted  and  given  the 
scope  of  tins  super-SID’s  remit 
the  months  may  all  be  nettssary. 
But  the  timescale  also  brings  its 
own  problems,  since  the  existing 
system  of  multi-authority  regula- 
tion has  to  be  folly  functional 
while  foe  new  one  is  knocked  into 
shape.  Regulators  being  a some- 
what specialist  breed,  mere  is  a 
likely  shortage  of  skills  to  equip 
both. 

A shortage  of  willing  talent  is  a 
potentially  limiting  factor  for  the 
shaping  of  foe  Super-SIB  board. 
Marry  oelieve  mis  should  be 
weighted  in  favour  of  public 
interest  members,  but  those  who 
already  sit  on  the  boards  of  the 
existing  authorities  are  firmly 
out  of  bounds  for  the  recruiters. 


Taking  revenge  on 
the  bank  manager 


o 


n Tuesday  foe  new  super- 
regulator for  foeCity  will 


be  formally  introduced  to 
its  constituents.  There  has  been 


its  constituents.  There  has  been 
much  speculation  over  the  name 
to  be  accorded  to  this  august 
body,  and  at  last  this  is  to  be 
revealed,  together  with  some  of 
foe  details  as  to  how  Howard 
Davies  intends-h  to  operate. 


Pferhaps  foe  Treasury  should 
be  deputing  someone  to  fill  an 
empty  seat?  Word  is  that  this  is 
unukely  to  be  the  case.  After  ail. 
regulators  sometimes  fail  to 
please  — just  imagine  some  of 
those  conversations  Mrs  liddelL 
foe  Economic  Secretary,  has  had 
with  the  regulators  aver  their 
approach  to  foe  pensions  in- 
dustry’s lackadaisical  approach 


This  could  be  particularly  rele- 
vant since  the  power  to  levy  fines 
or  disqualify  individuals  without 
recourse  to  the  court  is  almost 
certain  to  be  included  in  Super- 
SIB ’X  armoury. 

Disgruntled  customers  who 
may  be  harbouring  a grudge 
against  their  local  bank  manager 
may  see  in  that  a tempting  route 

to  sweet  revenge. 


Taking  liberty 


into  a new  era 


The  Stewart  liberty  fam- 
ily can  claim  as  their 
heritage  one  of  the  best- 


to  dealing  with  foe  mis-selling 
debacle.  Far  preferable,  from  foe 
Government's  print  of  view,  to 
keep  at  a distance.  "Deniabflity” 
remains  a sound  principle  from 
which  to  plot  a government 
course. 

When  it  cones  to  dealing  with 
those  it  regulates,  however,  the 
new  authority  is  keen  to  press  foe 
concept  of  responsibility. 

There  is  apparently  some  de- 
bate as  to  me  implications  of 
bringing  high  street  banks  under 
foe  new  umbrella-  Should  bank 
managers  be  forced  to  register 
individually  with  foe  new  au- 
thority? 


JL  heritage  one  of  the  best- 
known  brand  names  in  the 
world.  It  has,  however,  been 
appallingly  under-exploited  for 
decades.  The  family’s  control 
over  the  company  stretched  well 
beyond  their  shareholding  and 
saw  liberty  offspring  planted  in 
important  posts  to  which  they 
were  ill-suited. 

Brian  Myerson  and  Julian 
Treger,  the  South  African  invest- 
ment team  who  have  foe  same 
ideas  about  value  investing  as 
PDFM  and  sometimes  appear 


room  changes.  The  new  team 
started  off  well,  dosing  the 
smaller  provincial  shops  and 
puffing  out  of  Ranee.  But  the  foil 
potential  of  the  extraordinary 
Regent  Street  store,  its  products 
and  reputation  remain 
untrawled.  There  is  an  archive  of 
designs,  consigned  carelessly 
and  uncatalogued  to  a ware- 
house by  the  former  directors, 
which  could  be  foe  makings  of  a 
new  fortune  for  foe  group. 

The  share  price  has  been  in- 
dicating a lack  of  forth  in  foe  new 
regime’s  ability  to  capitalise  on  the 
legacy.  They  could  argue  that  they 
new  longer  to  make  an  im- 
pression, although  that  would  not 
fend  off  a bidder.lf  the  Stewart 
Liberty  family  is  anxious  fo  regain 
influence  over  the  company,  out- 
side shareholders  have  every  rea- 
son to  resist  Liberty  is  a brand 
with  heritage  but  does  not  need  to 
step  backwards  in  time  to  realise 
ns  potential. 


Learning  curve 


rather  niftier  at  spotting  it, 
highlighted  the  languishing 


attractions  of  Liberty  and  their 
efforts  helped  to  secure  board- 


TRAINING  is  at  the  heart  of 
Government  strategy  but,  as 
Labour  suggested  in  opposition, 
it  does  not  trust  the  Training  and 

Srise  Councils  charged  to 
; it  They  are  improving 
bad  start  but  there  are 
still  too  many  bureaucratic  pat- 
sies. Tecs  need  to  be  more  ac- 
countable, but  to  business  rather 
than  Whitehall.  The  sooner  min- 
isters encourage  strong  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  to  take  over 
more  Tecs,  foe  better. 


Energis  deal  with  MCI 


» \ . . 


gives  greater  U S access 


By  Raymond  Snoddy;  media  editor 
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ENERGIS,  foe  telecommuni- 
cations arm  of  National  Grid, 
has  signed  an  agreement  with 
MCI,  the  US  telephone  com- 
pany. which  will  enable  it  to 
expand  its  service  to  the  US. 

Under  foe  deal  Energis. 
t which  plans  to  float  in  Decem- 
ber. will  receive  international 
circuits  from  MCI  between  foe 
UK  and  the  US.  The  British 
company  has  bad  an;  interna- 
tional trieconiihunications  li- 
cence since  last  December  and 
already  has  capacity  in  five 
submarine  cables  and  a rela- 
tionship with  Sprint  the  US 


longdistance  operator. 
The  new  agreemen 
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The  new  agreement  with 
MCI,  currently  foe  subject  of  a 
three-way  bid  battle,  means 
that  Energis  business  custom-- . 
ers  will  have  the  choice  :af 
Sprint  or  MCI  pricing  pack- 


ages to  the  US.  About  20  per 
ceqt  bf  Energis’S  international 
business  is  with  foe  US. 

When  Energis.  a specialist 
in  advanced  telephony  and 
advanced  data  services,  had  to 
go  through  BT  and  Mercury 
for. its  US  connections;  the 
costs  were  believed  to  be  about 
Sp  a minute.  By  putting  in  its 
own  capacity  and  linking  with 
US  operators,  the' costs  have 
came  dawn  to  aboutlp/ 

Mike  Grabber,  chief  execu- 
tive of  Energis,  promised  re- 
cently foat'ne  would  be  “very 
aggressive"  on  price. 

The  pathfinder  prospectus 
for  Energis  will  show  that  foe 
business  generated  £97  mil- 
lion in  revenues  last  you-  and 
is  expected,  to  break  even  this 
year  before  interest;  tax  and  ‘ 
depredation.  About  -J25  per 


cent  of  foe  company  is  expect- 
ed to  be  offered.  Analysts  ex- 
pect the  float  to  value  foe  com- 
pany at  about  £1  bAlion.  Talks 
are  continuing  on  a deal  be- 
tween Energis  mid  Vodafone, 
one  of  the  UK'S  four  mobile 
telecommunications  groups. 
□The  takeover  battle  for  MCI 
is  turning  nasty  as  GTE  and 
WorldCom,  which  both 
.trumped  . BTs  agreed  bid. 
traded  foe  first  blows  (Oliver 
August  writes).  ’ 

WorldCom  could  raise  its 
$30  billion  offer  as  early  as 
next  week,  analysts  said,  while 
BT  is  betfeved  ■ to  ha  ve  formed 
a-  behind-the-scenes  alliance 
with  GTE  to  outflank  World- 
Com. The  growing  antago- 
nism between  rival  bidders 
was  triggered  by  WorldCom 
daims  mat  GTE  faced  regula- 
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orders  route 
>96m  into  red 


British  Steel 
loses  bid 
to  outlaw 


By  Adam  Jones 


1IH 


BOEING’S  struggle  fo  keep 
up  with  unprecedented  de- 
mand for  hew.  aircraft  led  to  a 
$6%  million  (£427  million) 
Joss  in  its  third  quarter. 

Boeing  shocked  the  market 
on  Wednesday  when  it  re- 
vealed that  foe  quartet's  per- 
formance would  be  driven 
into  loss  by  a $1-6  billion  pre- 
tax charge  to  sort  out  produc- 
tion problems,  including  raw 
material  and  parts  shortages, 
and  foe  difficulty  of  integrat- 
ing thousands  of  new  “boom- 
une"  employees.  The  Seattle 
company  was  forced  to  hah 
747  and  737  jet  production 
lines  earlier  this  month. 

- The  third-quarter  loss, 
against  a $466  million  profit 
in  the  same  period  of  1996. 
equates  to  a 72  cents  a share 
deficit.  WaU  Street  analysts 
were  expecting  a figure  closer 
to  60  cents,  according  fo  a 
survey  yesterday.  The  stock 
was  trading  at  $48 down 
$5ibbefore  lunch. 

In  the  third  quarter,  Boeing 
recorded  sales  of  $1L4  billion, 
compared  with  $9  billion  in 
the  corresponding  1996  per- 
iod It  delivered  a trial  of  89 
aircraft,  compared  with  65. 

“Unplanned  production  in- 
efficiencies’’ associated  with 
foe  next-generation  737  ac- 
counted tor  $700  million  of 
foe  $L6  billion  exceptional 
charge,  it  revealed  yesterday. 
Thomas  BasacchL  Boeing’s 
European  vice-president,  sand 


subsidies 


By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 


A turbulent  third  quarter  equates  to  72  cents  a share  loss 


that  he  hopes  the.  production 
problems  will  be  folly  _re- 
solved  in  mid-1998.  Boeing 
said  foe  third-quarter  deficit 
was  also  due  to  higher  re- 
search and  development  ex- 
penditure, a higher  tax  rate 


and  losses  from  foe  Douglas 
Products  Division.  . 

The  merger  with  McDon- 
nell Douglas,  completed  on 
August  1,  led  to  $99  million 
expenses  in  foe  quarterly 
figures. 


BRITISH  STEEL  has  lost  a 
bid  to  outlaw  subsidies  given 
to  European  competitors,  after 
legal  action  was  quashed  yes- 
terday by  a European  Union 
court 

The  company,  which  started 
action  two  years  ago  against 
European  Commission- 
backed  subsidies  to  a Spanish 
company  and  an  Italian  man- 
ufacturer, may  appeal  to  the 
European  Court  of  Justice. 

British  Steel's  action  had 
called  for  the  Commission’s 
approval  of  state  aid  worth 
£3.5  billion  to  be  declared 
outside  the  remit  of  the  Steel 
Aid  Code  and  therefore  illegal. 
Its  case  was  backed  by  other 
steelmakers,  who  took  parallel 
action  complaining  about  sub- 
sidies for  companies  in 
Germany  and  Portugal.  Those 
actions  were  also  dismissed. 

In  the  ruling  foe  European 
Court  of  First  Instance  noted 
that  subsidies  were  meant  to 
rationalise  the  steel  industry 
and  preserve  jobs  in  areas  of 
high  unemployment 

British  Steel  said:  “Obvious- 
ly we  regret  very  much  that 
foe  court  did  not  support  the 
company's  legal  interpretation 
of  foe  treaty  . . . British  Steel 
will  decide  whether  to  appeal 
when  it  has  studied  the  foil 
text  of  the  judgment” 


BY  Jon  Ashworth 


THE  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 
(FBIJput  on  a public  display  of  force  with 
foe  Cny  of  London  Police  yesterday  in  the 
latest  offensive  in  the  fight  against 
international  white-collar  crime. 

The  usually  camera-shy  FBI  .has 

teamed  up  with  the  City  police  fold  Emst 
& Young,  foe  accountant  to  finance  a racy 
new  video,  A Meeting  of  Minds,  aimed  at 
alerting  businesses  to  the  perils  of  fraud. 
Thevite>,produced  ata  costof  £90.000. 
is  available  free  to  companies  and  makes 
for  gripping  viewing,  complete  .with 
shady  . East  Europeans  and  slick-haired 
C&y  entrepeneuis.  . 

Rinsed  in  London  and  New  York,  foe 
video  demonstrates  foe  ease  with  whidi 


ly  spelling  disaster  for  those  whose 
compliance  systems  prove  lacking.  Wil- 
liara  Taylor,  the  City  police  commission- 
er, said:  “The  main  purpose  of  this  hard- 
hitting video  is  to  demonstrate  that  fraud 
is  not  inevitable;  relatively  sample  steps,, 
conscientiously  applied,  will  make  a 
difference.  However,  ignore  basic  pretau- 
tfons  and  the  result  can  be  catastrophic." 
..  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  FBI,  John  E 
Guido,  legal  attachfe  at  the  American 
Embassy  in  London,  said  foe  growth  of 
computer-related  crime,  had  increased 
pressure  on  law  enforcement  and  busi- 
ness organisations.  The  video  will  be 
distributed  through  56  FBI  field  offices  m 


America,  as  well  as  to  the  UK  business 
community. 

An  estimated  $300  billion  is  lost  to 
fraud  every  year  in  the  US  alone.  Ernst  & 
Young  says  that  75  per  cent  of  companies 
have  suffered  at  least  one  fraud  in  foe  last 
fiveyears. 

Emerging  economies,  including  those 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  are  thought  to  be  particularly  at 
risk  from  computer  fraud.  Many  of  these 
art  supplied  with  foe  latest  technology, 
creating  opportunities  for  sophisticated 
criminals.  In  addition,  problems  of 
corruption  in  the  police  and  judiciary 
can  impede  investigations  in  these 
economies. 
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F&C  lures 
executive 
from  rival 


Mackie  losses 


Bid  prompts 
takeover  talk 


deepen  to  £5.4m  for  insurer 


By  Richard  Miles 
BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 


By  Chris  Ayres 


By  Our  Cm’  Staff 


tory  problems.  Andrew 
Lipman,  WorldCom’s  lawyer, 
said  GTE  could  not  dose  its 
deal  for  a further  year  while 
WorldCom  would  be  done  in 
three  months.  CHE  yesterday 
strongly  rejected  these  daims. 

Analysts  said  there  was  a 
“virtually  unanimous  expecta- 
tion" that  WorldCom  will 
raise  its  bid.  This  could  force 
GTE  to  consider  raising  its 
$28  billion  offer  and  further 
increase  the  value  of  BPs  20 
per  cent  MCI  stake.  The  bids 
already  make  this  the  biggest 
takeover  in  corporate  history. 

Another  factor  that  could 
force  WorldCom  into  raising 
its  bid  is  the  current  stock 
market  downturn.  Its  stock 
swap  offer  will  drop  in  value  if 
WorldCom’s  volatile  share 
price  falls  any  further. 


FOREIGN  & COLONIAL, 
the  fund  management 
group,  has  lured  a top 
executive  from  Credit  Suisse 
Asset  Management  (CSAM) 
to  succeed  James  Ogiiyy.  the 
outgoing  chief  executive. 

Robert  Jenkins,  chief  oper- 
ating officer  of  CSAM,  will 
join  Foreign  & Colonial  at 
the  end  of  the  year  when  Mr 
OgQvy  becomes  chairman. 

Yesterdays  announcement 
of  Mr  Jenkins’  appointment 
follows  the  merger  in  July  of 
Bayerische  Hypobank.  its 
German  parent,  with  Veretn- 
sbank  to  form  Continental 
Europe’s  second-biggest 
bank.  Mr  Ogilvy  said  For- 
eign & Colonial  would 
develop  into  the  internation- 
al fund  management  arm  of 
the  combined  German  bank. 


MACKIE  INTERNATIONAL, 
tiie  troubled  Belfast  engineer- 
ing company,  yesterday  re- 
vealed that  it  had  plunged 
further  into  the  red  during  the 
six  months  to  June  30,  with  pre- 
tax losses  rising  from  £4.1 
million  to  £5.4  million. 

In  spite  of  foe  losses,  Mackie 
also  announced  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Rice  & Co.  a metal 
castings  business,  for  £1.1 
million.  It  said  the  purchase 
would  help  to  strengthen  its 
order  book. 

Mackie  is  still  being  threat- 
ened wifo  legal  action  by  a 
company  claiming  to  repre- 
sent shareholders  over  its 
suprise  statement  last  year 
that  losses  would  be  nearly  £7 
million  greater  than  expected. 
Over  two  years  shares  in 
Mackie  have  plunged  from 
nearly  4O0p  to  20p. 

The  shareholders’  company, 
called  Esopls  Fables,  yesterday 


said  that  it  had  put  forward  its 
case  to  the  Stock  Exchange 
and  the  Serious  Fraud  Office. 
The  SFO  yesterday  confirmed 
that  it  had  received  a com- 
plaint but  said  it  had  not 
launched  an  investigation. 

Mackie  said  its  turnover 
was  up  74  per  cent  from  E4.1 
million  to  £7.1  million,  with 
losses  per  share  deepening 
from  43.4p  to  44.6p.  No  inter- 
im dividend  will  be  paid. 

Sul  Sahota.  the  company’s 
recently  appointed  chief  execu- 
tive, said  that  Mackie  had 
suffered  from  cash  constraints 
and  a lack  of  customer  confi- 
dence. He  added:  “The  mea- 
sures taken  to  improve  trading 
performance  and  cashflow, 
coupled  with  the  commission- 
ing of  the  new  foundry  and  the 
related  acquisition,  enable  the 
board  to  look  forward  to  a 
materially  improved  perfor- 
mance next  year." 


A MYSTERY  buyer  emerged 
with  a bid  for  10  per  cent  of 
National  Mutual  Holdings, 
the  Australian  insurer,  ignit- 
ing speculation  of  a possible 
takeover  offer  worth  more 
than  A$4  billion  (£1.7  billion). 

BZW  Australia,  the  broker, 
acted  for  the  buyer,  amid 
suggestions  that  National  Aus- 
tralia Bank,  the  nation's  most 
profitable  bank,  was  behind 
the  manoeuvre. 

The  move  follows  this 
week’s  announcement  that 
National  Mutual  (which  is  51 
per  cent  owned  by  Axa-UAP, 
the  French  insurer)  and  Lend 
Lease  Coip,  the  Australian 
financial  services  group,  may 
merge  their  insurance  and 
fund  management  arms.  The 
merger  would  create  a A$50 
billion  fund  management 
powerhouse  m Australia  to 
rival  Australian  Mutual 
Provident. 
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Backlight 


PaboPOot  Personal 

■ Backfight  (fispby 

I Instantly  syncs  data  with  your  PC 

■ Date  book,  address  book, 
memo  pad,  to  cto  list  calculator 

l Easy  expense  tracking 
I Stores  thousands  of  entries 


PC  Synchronisation 


You  have  a need  to  update,  , •>.-*  -.nv 
to  enter,  to  access  your  = ' v 
information,  and  all  away  from 
your  PC.  The  new  PaimPiiot 
connected  organiser  is  how  you 
do  it  It  lets  you  manage  e-mail, 
track  expenses,  taka  notes, 
update  your  agenda  or  your  address  book,  all  while 
on  the  go.  And  HotSync  technology  lets  you  synchronise 
the  data  with  your  PC  at  a touch  of  a button-no  dual 
entry.  PaimPiiot  is  the  one  link  to  your  most  important 
information.  PaimPiiot  comes  complete  with  docking 
station,  PC  software  and  handbook 


PalmiPilot 
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PaimPiiot  is  available  at  Dixons  stores, 

Dixons  tax  free,  PC  World. . . 

For  more  informations  call  our  free  phone:  06002252  52 
or  visit  our  web  site:  www.pafanpiloLca.uk 


PataHoL  fvwmt  leader  to  vsmrVw. 
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Man  of  glass  with  a crystal  clear  strategy 


If  people  saw  wftal  I do  every 
day.  they  -would  think  I am 
crazy,"  says  PSolo  Scaroni, 
chief  executive  of  PQkingtoo, 
the  British  glass  company  he  was 
brought  in  to  shake  up  last  spring- 
Since  then  he  has  travelled  non-stop 
(a  walk  the  talk"  at  PiQdngton'S 
factories  in  Australia,  the  Americas, 
China,  and  through  Europe  to 
discover  how  to  bring  it  alive  again. 

If  they  knew  that  Scaroni  has 
enough  money  not  to  work  and  that 
he  offered  to  work  far  Pilkington  for 
no  salaty,  only  share  options,  they 
might  think  he  was  even  pottier. 

Thai  is  Scaroni  for  you. 'To  work  is 
to  live,"  he  cries.  “Success  is  the  real 
freedom.  If  you  Ye  not  successful,  then 
you’ll  be  scared,  scared  about  losing 
your  job  and  your  esteem." 

A tall,  broad-set,  northern  Italian. 
Scaroni  has  fire  in  his  belly  and  that 
sophisticated  confidence  that  most 
industrialists  would  die  for.  He  is  a 
glass  man  rather  than  an  Italian, 
that  genus  of  cosmopo (itan  executive 
polished  by  an  MBA,  McKinsey,  five 
languages,  and  years  jet-setting  for 
some  of  Europe's  biggest  glass 


companies,  such  as  Saint  Gobain 
and  TechinL  Now  he  is  running  an 
international  company  which  hap- 
pens to  have  its  headquarters  in 
Lancashire,  bur  which  he  plans  to 
make  competitive  again. 

His  arrival  at  Sc  Helens  has 
rattled  a number  of  the  older  guard 
as  he  has  stripped  away  many  of 
management's  sacred  cows.  Slowly 
the  natives  are  coming  back  on  side, 
but  he  has  said  the  HQ  still  needs  to 
halve  its  size  and  double  its  power. 

Next  Wednesday,  Scaroni  hopes  to 
persuade  long-suffering  investors 
that  his  fire  can  work  for  them.  With 
half-year  figures  he  will  present  a 
review  of  the  £1.5  billion-turnover 
building  products  operation.  Ana- 
lysts predict  this  will  involve  write- 
offs of  £200  million,  the  sale  and 
closures  of  many  divisions,  and  job 
losses.  As  many  as  4,000  jobs  out  of 
39,000  worldwide  could  go. 

Scaroni  cannot  talk  about  the 
review,  but  his  strategy  is  crystal 
dear.  He  has  never  shied  from  being 
ruthless  — at  Saint  Gobain  he  slked 
the  workforce  from  6,000  to  2,000  in 
two  years.  First.  Pffkington  has  to  be 


IN  THE 
HOT  O 

seat" 


Bom:  1946. 

1968:  Bocconi  University 
1968-71:  Chevron 
1972:  MBA  Columbia. 

1972-73:  McKinsey 

1973:  Saint  Gobain 

1985:  Vice-president,  Tedrint 

1996:  PUkington  director 

1997:  Chief  executive, 

Pifldngton. 


“There  is  no  brain  big  enough  to 
make  different  strategies  work  m all 
these  countries  at  any  one  tune.  Iff  1 
had  Lee  Ioccoca  to  run  each  division, 
it  would  be  different  I’m  not  capable 
of  doing  this,  nor  is  anyone  else,  so 
you  have  to  streamline,"  he  says. 

■‘RUrington’s  customers  have  no 
loyalty  to  us  so  we  must  make  sure 
tiiey  know  that  they  get  complete 
quality  and  safety  from  us,"  he  says. 
Secondly,  staff  must  have  a sense  of 
purpose.  Thirdly,  he  says,  there  is 
hu|e  potential  m the  glass  market, 
which,  is  growing  at  4 per  cent  per 
annum.  Countries  such  as  Brazil  are 
growing  at  10  per  cent  There  is  also 
more  to  exploit  in  research  and 
Scaroni  has  set  up  a new  R&D  fond. 

Finally,  there  is  fun.  “We  must 
also  laugh  together.  You  have  to 
have  time  for  laughter."  he  says.  The 
fun  factor  caught  the  eye  of  Sir  Nigel 
Rudd.  HLkmgton's  chairman,  when 


made  more  competitive,  he  says. 
"Pffldngton  has  6,000  arms  at  the 
moment  — I want  3JD00  brains."  He 
also  wants  a new  culture,  a kind  of 
international  Coca-Cola  style. 


he  was  visiting  the  Italian  SIV 
Rlassmaker  in  Venire  in  1994.  SIV 


glassmaker  in  Venire  in  1994.  SIV 
was  a joint  venture  between 
Pilkington  and  Tedtint,  and  Rudd 
could  fed  the  factory,  run  by 
Scaroni,  was  “humming’’. 


Rudd  brought  Scaroni  in  to  run 
Piiltington’s  automotive  glass  divi- 
sion last  year  but  when  it  became 
dear  ■ that  changes  in  the  overall 
group  were  not  happening  as  fast  as 
they  should,  Rudd  asked  him  to  take 
over  as  chief  executive. 

Scaroni  says:  “It  was  not  a- 
'compfoto*.  not  at  all.  T would  have 
been  happy  to  wait  l think  Rudd 
knows  r understand  this  business.  T 
don't  care  what  people  dunk  about 
me.  I want  to  make  money  for  them, 
and  if  I do,  they  will  love  me.  If  I 
donX  then  I have  failed.”  . 

Rudd  has  put  himself  on  the  line 
with  Scaroni  He  has  said  tiiat  if 

their  strategy  over  die  next  two  years 

does  not  work,  then  he  will  go  too. 

Scaroni  adds:  “Nigel  likes  me.  He 
has  brought  me  into  Kfidngtan,  but  if 
I fail,  then  as  chairman  he  will  fire  me 
immediately.  That  is  what  I expect"  • 
Adding:  “Simul  stabunt,  simul  ca- 
denr  (which  simply  means.  ’Together 
we  siand,  together  we  fall3). 

“Have  I convinced -you?"  he  asks 
with  a twinkle.  • 


MARGARETA  PAGANO  . Paolo  Scaroni  was  willing  to  work  for  no  salary 


Ferragamo  family  take  steps  to 


keep  business  on  successful  path 


Jon  Ashworth  on  the  formula  that 
ensures  the  ongoing  prosperity 
of  an  Italian  fashion  enterprise 


Family  businesses  have 
a habit  of  making  a 
mess  of  things,  espe- 
cially when  shoes  are 
involved.  Think  of  C&J  Clark, 
maker  of  Clarks  shoes,  which 
came  dose  to  tearing  itself 
apart  five  years  ago.  The 
1 .000-strong  Clark  family  has 
turned  to  outsiders  to  help 
steer  it  on  die  unifying  path  to 
improved  profits. 

But  Ferragamo,  another 
family-owned  business  en- 
gaged in  the  making  of  shoes, 
has  so  far  managed  to  tread  a 
remarkably  successful  path. 
All  the  ingredients  for  trouble 
are  there:  several  siblings, 
dozens  of  grandchildren  wait- 
ing in  the  wings  and  a product 
based  on  design,  which  gener- 
ally indicates  the  dangerous 
presence  of  artistic  tempera- 
ment It  could  be  poised  to 
provide  a re-run  of  the  Guori 
saga,  in  which  family  rifts 
almost  destroyed  one  of  the 
world's  best-known  luxury 
brand  names.  Instead,  the 
Ferragamos  appear  to  have 
things  splendidly  under  con- 
trol. Harvard  Business  School 
assigns  Ferragamo  as  a case 
study  in  how  a famfly-owned 
company  should  be  run.  And. 
despite  pressure  to  follow  the 
revitalisal  Gucci  onto  the 
srock  market,  Ferragamo’s 
avowed  intention  is  to  remain 
a happy  family  company. 

Salvatore  Ferragamo,  who 
was  bom  in  1898  to  a poor 


family  in  the  village  of  Bonita 
south  of  Naples,  made  his 
name  as  “shoemaker  to  the 
stars",  counting  Mary 
Pickford  and  Rudolph 
Valentino  among  his  early 
customers.  In  the  1920s,  as 
Hollywood  began  to  roll, 
Salvatore  moved  to  Los  Ange- 
les. where  he  worked  with 
most  of  the  leading  stars  and 
directors.  He  even  took  anato- 
my studies  to  further  his 
understanding  of  feet 

Salvatore's  labour  laid  the 
foundations  for  a diverse  luxu- 
ry goods  group,  which  in  1996 
enjoyed  sales  of  851  billion  lire 
(£298  million),  and  has 
branched  out  from  shoes  to 
embrace  scarves,  handbags, 
and  other  luxury  accessories. 
Ladies'  footwear  accounts  for 
38  per  cent  of  sales,  and 
handbags,  belts,  luggage  and 
, small  leatherware  speak  for  31 
per  cent  Some  41  per  cent  of 
sales  are  in  North  America, 
with  33  per  rent  in  Europe  and 
26  per  rent  in  the  Far  East 
Wealthy  young  Thais  and 
fashionable  Hong  Kong  Chi- 
nese are  big  buyers  of  luxury 
goods,  hence  the  plunge  in  the 
share  price  of  LVMH  this 
week.  Louis  Vuhton  luggage  is 
what  the  status-conscious 
Asian  likes  to  pack. 

Salvatore  returned  to  Italy 
in  1936,  and  settled  in  Flor- 
ence, continuing  to  cultivate 
the  American  market  from 
afar.  He  purchased  the  Palaz- 


growth  of  25  per  cent  to  40  per 
rent  per  annum  for  the  past  six 
years  despite  weak  economies 
in  Europe  and  Japan,  pointing 
to  the  success  of  the  family 
formula. 

After  Wanda,  the  next  key 
player  is  Ferruccio,  the  eldest 
son,  and  chief  executive.  His 
sister.  Fiamma.  is  vice-presi- 
dent, looking  after  ladies’  foot- 
wear. handbags,  luggage  and 
small  leatherware.  Giovanna 
supervises  the  ladies'  pr&ta- 
porter  sector.  Fulvia  deals 
with  accessories,  including 
scarves,  ties,  beach  towels  and 
costume  jewellery.  Leonardo 
has  specific  responsibility  for 
France.  Japan  and  Hong 
Kong.  Massimo,  the  youngest, 
runs  Moda  Imports,  which 
distributes  Ferragamo  in 
North  America. 


THERE  are  some  nervous 
people  at  the  various  City 
regulatory  bodies  this  week- 
end. Tuesday  sees  the  launch 
of. the  new.  City  super-regula- 
tor. There  are  fears  that  Gor- 
don Brown’s  tittle  playmate 
Charlie  Whelan,  so  renowned 
for  his  Jamesian  prose  style, 
may  mark  the  launch  with  a 
policy  statement  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  City  regula- 
tion. Which  would  be  a shame 
for  all  those  regulators  who 
have  been  waiting  for  months 
for  their  mdmenr  of  glory. 

Incidentally,  I hear  that 
Howard  Davies  and  the  three 
new  heads  of  the  new  regular- 
tor  are  now  known  among  the 
other,  frontline  regulators  as 
the  Flour  Horsemen  of  the 
Apobilypse.  Why?  Because 
none  of  the  others  expect  to 
survive  for  long. 


A Ferragamo  family 
Fiamma.  centre  row 


Giovanna.  front  row  left,  and  Wanda 


m Feroni,  rate  of  the  most 
beautiful  Florentine  monu- 
ments, and  made  it  his  base, 
welcoming  a myriad  stars. 

Salvatore  died  in  I960.  leav- 
ing his  widow,  Wanda,  now 
75,  who  runs  Ferragamo  with 
tiie  help  of  her  six  children, 
and  has  20  grandchildren 
waiting  in  the  wings.  Add  in  a 
generation  or  two,  and  there 
will  be  scores  of  Ferragamos 
staking  a claim  m the  compa- 


ny's fortunes.  The  big  question 
is  whether  the  tightly-knit 
family  group  will  succeed  in 
transmitting  its  values  and 
goals  to  tiie  next  generation. 

Signora  Wanda,  as  she  is 
known  to  employees,  has  done 
a remarkable  job  in  holding  it 
all  together.  One  safeguard  is 
a set  of  rules  for  grandchildren 
who  want  to  enter  the  busi- 
ness. They  must  have  gone  to 
university,  and  gained  experi- 


ence working  for  another  com- 
pany. Not  all  the  Ferragamo 
grandchildren  will  join,  but 
they  will  hold  shares. 

Lawyers  are  working  on  a 
“family  pact"  aimed  at  keep- 
ing equity  within  the  family 
should  any  sibling  choose  to 
sell  up  Wanda  and  her  child- 
ren own  100  per  cent  of  the 
shares,  and  are  firmly  op- 
posed to  going  public. 
Ferragamo  has  enjoyed  sales 


6.79%  (7JL%  APR) 


MORTGAGE  RATE  FIXED 
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In  July  1996,  the  company . 
took  control  of  Emanuel 
Ungaro,  the  French. 
haute  couture  house 
known  for  coquettish  dresses 
and  sensual  perfumes. 
Fferragamo  is  believed  to  have 
paid  about  £40  million  for  51  - 
per  cent  of  Ungaro,  which 
continues independehfly. 

So  to  the  next -generation. 
Ferrucria  51.  has  left  his  five 
children  under  no  illusions: 
“My  beyshave  been  told  since 
they  were  very  young  that  I 
wfll  never  agree  to  let  them 
auer  the  company  unless  they  ! 
meet  special  requirements.  , 
They  rnusthaveagood  degree,  'i 
They  must  gain  experience  in 
^another  company."  I 

Will  the  next  generation 
succumb  to  the  lure  of  the  ! 
stock  market,  eager  to  unlock 
the  value  of  their  investments? 
Fterrucdo  says:  “People  say  to 
us.  why  not  float?  We  always  I 
say,  the  company  is  solid, 
healthy,  has  a good  base,  is 
profitable ...  We  will  be  like  a 
large  collection  of  sharehold- 
ers in  a private  company."  - 
The  formula  is  likely  to 
remain  gospel  — at  least  while 
Wanda  and  Ferruccio  remain 
in  charge.  After  that,  the 
Ferragamos  could  well  be- 
come Italy's  answer  to  Dallas. 
riven  by  machismo  and  in- 
trigue. Hollywood  would  ex- 
pect nothing  less. 


• SHOCKING  proof  of  cor- 
ruption among  fund  manag- 
ers. The  fo  l lowing  was  received 
by  Quality  Software  Products v 
a British  computer firm, flam 
a Japanese  house.  ** We  are  do- 
ing equity  research.  Please 
send  your  company's  annual 
rqport  and  J0JC  Thank  you.* 
The  money  was  assembled,  in 
unmarked  fivers,  and  shipped 
to  Tokyo.  Actually  not., 
because  a 10K  is  apparently 
-the  Wall  Street -equivalent  bf- 
the  anhuaT  acoS  lints,  al- 
though not  applicableioJBrit- 
ish  companies.  Still . it  makes 
one  wonder  if.  given  the  size  of 
the  average  investor  relations 
budget,  the  original  offer  was 
not  cheap  at  the  price. 


Big  switch 


Trust-worthy? 


A COUPLE  of  weeks  ago,  I 
learnt  of  die  imminent  depar- 
ture of  three  directors,  includ- 
ing Gavin  Reed,  the  chair- 
man, from  the  board  of  Ivory 
& Sime  Enterprise  Capital,  the 
investment  trust  being  turned 
.over  by  Scottish  Value  Trust. 
The  story  was  denied  by  a 
spokesman.  "It’s  -not  true. 
They  would  not  dare  quit 
-..TrS  not  even  likely-  It’s  so  for 
from  being  a remote  possibili- 
ty." Reed  too,  a man  whose 
words  T had  no  reason  to 
doubt,  issued  a similar  denial. 

A week  later  Reed  and  his 
two  colleagues  resigned.  L will 
not  dignify  the  junior  mirtion 
with  a name.  But  he  knows 
who  he  is.  and  Reed  should 


Martin  Waller 


■■■■■■■  With  uncertainty  about  interest  rates,  now 
is  the  perfect  time  to  know  exactly  what  you 
■■■■■■■■  will  be  paying  for  the  next  five  years. 

sfl  0/  \ Some  things  won't  be  changing,  like  our 
|f  ujL  /Qj  new  Fixed  Rate  Mortgage,  fixed  at  6.79% 

— 7.1%  APR  until  1 December  2002. 

ff  you  are  an  existing  customer  on  the  move  or  a new 
mortgage  customer,  it's  available  up  to  85%  of  the  value  of  your 
property.  Applicants  must  take  out  a Woolwich  Homewise 
buildings  and  contents  policy. 

To  find  out  how  to  fix  your  mortgage  rate  with  Woolwich  Direct 
just  call  us  for  an  immediate  personal  quotation  quoting 
reference  TC2510.  Huny  though,  we  may  not  be  able  to  keep  this 
offer  open  for  long. 

Get  much  more  with 
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perhaps  be  more  careful  in 
future  about  tiie  company  he 
keeps.  . 


• “LAUNCHING  the  new 
look " is  the  headline  to  a se- 
ries of  glossy  advertisements 
for'  computer  professionals 
from  Sainsbury's-  The  model 
oh  the  ad  is  dressed  in  a black 
■ evening  gown  and  clutching  a 
lorgnette.  The  bottom  half  of 
her  body  transforms,  through 
clever  graphics,  into  a cab- 
bage. Yes.  a cabbage.  Long 
live  the  new  look  — half 
woman,  half  cabbage.  No,  I 
have  no  idea  what  it  means  eY 
t hen  .But  I-  .wish  someone 
w duldtellmei  ■ - 


mnmi 


WHO  said  tins?  A due.  It  was 
last  month,  on  the  merger  be- 
tween Coopers  &Lybrand  and 
Price  Waterhouse  to  create  a 
huge  accountancy  monolith. 
“Size  isn’t  everything.  The 
ability  to  provide  an  excellent 
and  seamless  service  has  more 
to  do  with  culture ...  and  a 
merger  of  two  large  organ- 
isations does  not  necessarily 
make  that  easier.” 

And  who  else  said,  rather 
churlishly.  “There  was  no  cli- 
ent or  market  pressure  for  a 
merger  of  this  scale.  It  was 
probably  a defensive  move." 

The  first  came  from  Nick 
Land,  senior  partner  at  Ernst 
& Young,  the  second  from  Col- 
in Sharman,  senior  partner  of 
KPMG,  within  days  of  each 
other  last  month.  Since  when 
Ernst  & Young  and  KPMG 
have  announced  their  own 
mega-merger. 


WOOLWICH 


The  ultimate  reference  guide  to 
the  1997  General  Election  results 

Indudes  detailed  breakdown  of  raidls  by  constituency 
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TRADERS  in:.  London  are 
bracing  themselves . for 
another  blood-letting  session 
when  financial  markets  start 
trading  on  Monday  after  the 
weekend  break. 

Far  from  riding  oat  the 
storm,  it  lodes  as  if  yesterday 
was  just  a brief  loll  for  City 
,'jovestors.  Last  night  all-eyes 
■yere  anxiously  focused  on 
Wall  Street,  where  investors 
remained  clearly  worried 
about  events  in  the  Ear  East 
The  Dow  Janes  industrial- 
average  saw  an  early  91-point 
lead  wiped  out  to  be  replaced 
with  a 122-point  deficit  in  lrtrif 
more  than  an  hour. 

By  contrast  there  was  noth- 
ing to  suggest  anything  was 
amiss  at  the  dose  of  business 
in  London,  where  the  FTSE 
100  index  ended  the  week  (Hi  a 
reasonably  steady  note.  - 

It  . had  taken  advantage  of 
the  overnight  rally  in  the 
Hang  Seng  to  post  an  early 
Ill-point  rise.  But  with  New 
.«&ork  losing  ground  it  was 
finable  to  maintain  the  early 
momentum  and  dosed  213 
down  at  4.9703,  Trading 
proved  thin  with  691  million 
shares  changing  hands  as  die 
loss  on  the  wreek  was  stretched 
to  300.9,  or  5.7  per  cent 

But  it  was  activity  down  in 
the  futures  pit  that  gave  the 
most  cause  for  concern  -and 
suggested  that  a further  sell- 
off  may  be  on  the  cards.  The 
December  series  plunged  215 
points  during  the  last  hour  of 
trading,  from  a peak  of  5,150  to 
a low  of  4,935  before  rallying 
to  close  at  4.952. 

.This  brought  to  an  end  a 
d|ek  that  the  City  would 
sooner  forget.  It  had  hoped 
die  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
Great  Crash  on  Monday 
would  pass  off  uneventfully:  '•  ’ 

Neither  was  it  the  best  week 
for  the  London  Stock  Ex- 
change to  introduce  the  new 
order-driven  computer  sys- 
tem. though  in  retrospect  the 
reluctance  of  fund  managers 
to  use  it  when  die  going  got 
tough  probably  limited  the 
losses  among  leading  shares. 

Meanwhile,  the  Chancellor 
has  premised  to  dear  up  die 
uncertainty  over  die  Govern: 
merit's  handling  of  the  single  - 
currency  issue  and ; will  be. . 
making  a statement  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Mon- 
day. Fund  managers  must 
now  spend  a nervous  weekend  - 
awaiting  the  start  of  trading  in 
the  Far  East  chi  Sunday  night. 

HSBC,  which  has  fallen 
more  than  ZOOpthis  week  and  . 
ost  its  mantle  as  Britain's 
biggest  company,  rallied  2p  to 


sy&sgb. 


Capital  Radio  DJ  Chris  Tarrant  Shares  in  the  station 
held  steady  at  519p  despite  a drop  in  audience  reach 


£16.12,  after  £173<X  But  there 
were  further  losses  for  Stan- 
dard Chartered,  down  191ap 
at  670p.  Cable  St  Wireless,  Ip 
cheaper  at 472p  and  Tnchrapr. 

lpoffat2431ap.  ' 

NafWest  Bank  eased  3p  to 
947p,  with  speculation  rife 
about  the  future  of  its  invest- 
ment banking  arm.  The  gos- 
sips are  adamant  that 


Redland  jumped  lOp  to  347*2 p amid  talk  of  a possible  counter- 
bid for  the  troubled building  supplies  group.  Lafarge  of  France 
Ins  an  offer  of 320p  .a  share  on  the.table  and  is  determined  to 
win  die  day.  City  talk  suggests  it  may  try  to  negotiate  agreed 
terms  of  up  to  370p  a share  as  part  of  a knockout  blow. 


Deutsche  Morgan  Grenell 
will  make  an  offer  for  the 
business..  Barclays  dosed  off 
the  bottom,  reducing  the  defi- 
cit to  15p^  £1535.  Whispers  in 
the-Square  MDe  maintain  the 
sale  of  BZW  is  a race  between 
two  suitors.  Credit  Suisse  First 
Boston  and  Donaldson  tjrflcm 
& Jenrette. . Hie  suggestion 
was  met  with  **no  comment" 
allround. 

The  power;-  generators 
dosed  mixed,  still  reflecting 
the  Governments  decision  to 


erS*  merchant,  after  lull-year 
results  on  Tuesday.  The  price 
rose  KPjp  to  515p  after  several 
brokers  spoke  out  m the 
group’s  favour.  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govett  is  urging  clients 
to  add  to  their  holding,  while 
Dresdner  Kleinwort  Benson 
rates  the.  shares  a “buy". 
Kleinwort  is  also  upbeat  about 
Pearson,  which  lifted  the 
price  5p  to  780p. 

Cazencrve,  the  broker,  is 
believed  to  be  behind  a revival 
in  De  La  Rne  after  recom- 


HSBC — ! — £16.12 

Standard  Chartered  _B70p 

TI  Group — SB3p 

RJB  Mining 

Prfrneslghl- — „ 136fcp 

Winchester  Muttimecfla  .95p 

Protean — 237Kp 

National  Power— 432p 

Cooksoo. .256p 


...Hong  Kong  coiiapse 
— Far  East  casualty 


: — Far  East  casualty 

Brokers  downgrade 

Broker  warns  on  profits 

Director  buys  shares 

-Shooting  Fish  benefits 

Bid  approach 

-Pool  price  inquiry 

Trading  update 
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mending  ft  to  diems.  It  dosed 
20p  better  at  436p. 

Capital  -Radio  held  steady 
at  5I9p  while  Scottish  Radio 
fell  7p  to  3S9*2p.  It  seems  that 
radio  listeners  have  been 
abandoning  the  commercial 
airwaves  in  droves  during  the 
past  three  months,  with  every- 
thing from  die  warm  weather 
to  the  funeral  of  Diana,  Prin- 
cess of  Wales,  blamed.  Audi- 
ence reach  at  Capital  dropped 
from  30  per  cent  to  25  per  cent 
during  die  period.  But  the 
company  says  h has  weath- 
ered tiie  storm. 

The  market's  appetite  for 
football  dubs  is  clearly  wan- 
ing. Yesterday  it  was  the  turn 
of  Leicester  City,  which  began 
trading  at  a discount  after  a 
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placing  of  shares  at  IL2p.  The 
price  dropped  to  87'2p  before 


launch  an  inquiry  into  electric- 
ity pool  prices.  National  Pow- 
er was  4p  better  a!492p,  while 
National  Grid  put  on  8’ip  at 
286'ap,  but  losses  were  seen  in 
PowoGen,  6p  to  672p,  Scot- 
tish Hydro,  . Gp  to  441  p,  and 
Scottish Power.  2p  to  430p. 

Brokers  are  continuing  to 
take  a healthy  view  of  pros- 
pects for  Wolsdey,  the  build- 
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price  dropped  to  87>ap  before 
attracting  support  It  doted  at 
Wip,  a discount  of  18* ip.  A 
couple  of  weeks  ago  Notting- 
ham Forest  was  floated  and 
quickly  moved  to  a discount  It 
was  lp  firmer  at  61!2p  last 
night 

Ultraframe,  this  weelcs  oth- 
er newcomer,  continued  to 
make  headway  after  a placing 
by  Barclays  de  Zoete  Weddat 
147p.  The  price  added  7p  at 
lTl'zp,  stretrfiing  the  week’s 
lead  to  24‘ap. 

The  speculative  buying  that 
lifted  B1CC  above  the  200p 
level  last  week  has  now  evapo- 
rated. The  price  lost  a further 
■4*ap  to  r70>ap.  after  briefly 
toudimg  I6Sp.  on  the  back  of 
some  cautious  comments  from 
Merrill  Lynch,  the  broker, 
which  is  urging  clients  to 
reduce  their  holdings. 

Redkitt  & Colman  was  also 
a dull  market,  tumbling  2S'ap 
to  939 after  SBC  Warburg, 
the  broker,  urged  clients  to 
“reduce". 

□ GILT-EDGED:  Bond 
prices  ended  the'  week  with 
further  modest  gains,  having 
underperformed  other  Euro- 
pean markets  for  much  of  the 
day.  The  latest  GDP  succeed- 
ed in  fuelling  speculation 
about  tire  need  for  a rise  in 
interest  rates.  In  the  futures 
pit  tiie  December  series  of  the 
long  gilt  dosed  £!8  better  at 
£H8*53i  Treasury  8 per  rent 
2021  rose  seven  ticks  to 
£118,93z.  while  Treasury  7 per 
cent  2002  finned  a tick  to 
£101 

□ NEW  YORK*  Wall  Street 
shares  made  a sharp  U-turn 
by  midday  as  an  early  rally 
quickly  fizzled  out  and  tech- 
nology. stocks  fell  on  unre- 
solved currency  worries  in 
Aria.  The  midday  Dow  was 
7.752.00,  down  95.77  points. 
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MSB  Retail  Sys  170% 

Newsquest  (250)  246 

Northern  Rock  486 

Nottingham  Forest  61% 

Nycomed  AmN/V  2417% 

SHL  Group  286% 

Solhalre  192% 

Ultraframe  171% 

Xaar  112% 


AMs  Units  n/p 


Berkeley  Group  rup  115  - 1% 


Consld  Coal  n/p  (5) 
Dawn  TU  Dusk  n/p 
Jourdan  T n/p  (45) 
Lavendon  n/p  (265) 
Quicks  n/p  (115) 


RISES: 

Srare  Pacific 

Hutch  Whanp ... 
Back  .................. 

364p  (+4tp) 

42t  ’«p  (+46p) 

275p(4U‘ip) 

344'jp  (+18p) 

430p(+20’jpj 

De  La  Rue 

436p  ( + 20p) 

580p  (4-250) 

Abbey  Nd 

952p  ( + 23p) 

AB  Food 

DankaBsSys 

CaW  Gp  

500p(4-10p) 

707p  (4-  13p) 

84Sp  (4-15p) 

FAUS: 

344*4)  (-47p) 

183*43  (-14p) 

FSCoos 

3S3d  /-12oi 

685p(-17p) 

Reed  Int 
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New  York  (midday): 

Dm  Jones 775200  (-95.77) 

SAP  Composite ...  940.7Bf-9.9ij 

Tokyo: 

NlkW  Average 17363.74  (*212 19) 


mm;  ^ & 


, 1114434  (*7181)4! 
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59.72040.120 
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294*1-29636 
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28283-2843.9 
23696-23760 
14333-1^352 
UA45-11.X& 
9.70309.7640 
12393-12^67 

177  £5-19933 
31387-20505 
23999-24149 
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1.1164-1.1190  ll-5pr  34-ZSpr 

29045-29071  Hipr  2V3Vpr 

29556-295.91  '.-%pr  IVl'.pr 

24437-245.12  47-36pr  139-I21pr 
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24017-24048  IV-Ipr  3V3pr 

Pnadam , pt.  Domain  * as. 


The  generation  game 


Amsterdam: 

EOE  Index W1J5{*8.95) 


25613  1-53 A) 


405037  (-71611 


161731  (-320Q 


>326668  (-421 1) 


. 284903  t-7341 


-.  33163  H0.91 
— 49703  (-213J 

48367  f*9.7) 

24104  (-731 

. 262964  1-435) 
_ Z36I32  (-6.48) 


47-36pr  139-I21pr 
IMpr  S8-36PT 


Pnmtam  , pr.  Discount  > 


INDUSTRIAL  electricity  consumers  have 
been  whingeing  about  tiie  price  tiiey  pay  for 
juice  from  the  pad.  They  are  about  as 
convincing  as  a currency  trader  complaining 
because  he  lost  money  betting  against  tiie 
dollar. 

Apparently,  big  electricity  users  axe  an- 
noyed about  huge  spikes  in  electricity  prices 
at  times  of  peak  use.  Hie  concern  about  the 
cost  of  electricity  has  led  some  companies  to 
build  their  own  generators,  but  John  Battle, 
the  Energy  Minister,  has  launched  a whole- 
sale review  of  the  operation  of  the  pool,  the 
body  into  which  generamrs  bid  their  capacity 
on  a daily  basis. 

Few  people  understand  the  arcane  work- 
ings of  the  poo!  and  most  of  the  generators 
have  agreed  contracts  with  customers  outside 
the  pool,  which  sets  its  price  cm  the  basis  of 


marginal  bids  made  by  generators.  Such  a 
system  is  bound  to  create  volatility  as  a result 
of  weather,  breakdowns  ar  particular  genera- 
tors and.  famously.  French  strikes.  Industrial 
users  suspect  gamesmanship  by  generators 
pitching  their  bids  in  a way  that  secures  high 
prices,  yet  this  market  is  becoming  more,  not 
less,  crowded  — hardly  ripe  for  a cartel. 

Electricity  users  have  enjoyed  huge  cuts  in 
prices  since  privatisation  — down  24  to  30  per 
cent  over  tiie  last  seven  years.  Thar  is  as  it 
should  be,  but  it  is  unclear  whether  this  review 
will  secure  better  prices.  In  fact  the  opposite 
could  happen:  what  power  company  is  likely  to 
build  new  generating  capacity  with  a pricing 
review  looming?The  outcome  will  be  unknown 
for  some  three  years.  High-yielding  stocks 
make  good  defensive  investments  and  in  this 
market  the  generators  look  a very  sound  buy. 


FTSE  Non  Hnindah  239336  (-8.921 

FTSE  Fixed  1 merest 132.74  (40091 

FTSE  Govt  Sees 100.14  HO03) 

Bargains 62801 

SEAQ  volume 701601 

USJ 133381*00041 

German  Mult 29062  (*00141) 

Exchange  Index 1021  (*Ol4I 

Bank  of  England  offldxl  dose  (4pm) 

fclCU 16778 

C3DX 1.1932 

XP1 1593  Sep  (334U  Jan  1987=100 

am 1573  Sep  (27%)  Jan  1987=100 


Bflton 


EVERY  sector  of  the  stock 
market  has  its  dinosaur,  and 
Bflton  is  property’s  distin- 
guished contribution.  Bflton 
is  both  builder  and  investor, 
mainly  focused  on  industrial 
estates  in  the  South  East  It 
could  be  a family  business; 
indeed,  it  once  was,  under  its 
founder  Percy  Bflton,  who 
died  in  1983.  But  since  then 
Ron  Groom  has  run  Bflton 
in  his  own  idiosyncratic  way, 
ignored  tty  the  City. 

Bflton  makes  money,  £18 
million  per  year,  and  pays  a 
dividend,  but  the  property 
portfolio  is  a mystery.  Riding 
in  the  fere  of  criticism.  Bflton 
continues  to  publish  a direc- 
tor’s valuation  of  die  portfo- 
lio. seeking  reviews  only 
every  five  years.  The  net  asset 
value  has  been  felling  and. 
according  to  the  directors, 
was  3I2p  per  share  at  die  end 
of  last  December.  Yet  indus- 


Alizyme 


AUZYME  is  a “virtual” 
biotech  company  — ifs  virtu- 
ally  not  there.  Floated  on  Aim 
last  year,  it  had  little  more 
than  an  idea  that  there  was 
money  to  be  made  from 
drugs  to  treat  obesity.  Sir 
Brian  Richards,  the  British 
Biotech  founder,  was  per- 
suaded to  contribute  his 
name  and  Alizyme  scraped 
together  £5  million. 

The  company  is  now  think- 
ing about  raising  another  £10 
million  and  is  kren  to  demon- 
strate progress.  Richard 
Palmer,  the  chief  executive, 
suggested  yesterday  that  big 
pharmaceutical  companies 
are  fighting  to  buy  tiie  rights 
to  a possible  drug  to  treat 
mucositis,  a gut  problem 
caused  by  cancer  therapy. 

Frankly,  this  is  hard  to 
believe.  Alizyme  claims  some 
promising  results  in  animals 
but  it  is  still  a year  away  from 
safety  trials  on  humans.  With 
the  odds  still  heavily  stacked 
against  any  drug  ever  reach- 
ing the  markets,  who  will  pay 
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Bfcorscor  000 
Barclays  1.900 
Bass  1300 

BUlll  on  17.700 
Blue  Circle  1.900 
Boots  3300 

BAe  1,100 

BA 

British  Land  ijoo 
Bill  Steel  3.200 
Cable  wire  8300 
Cadbury  1,800 
Carlton  Cms  946 
Cemria  83CO 
Cm  Union  1JGD 
Dixons  1.900 
EMI  982 

Energy  Gp  767 
EsterprOU  1JOO 
GKN  634 
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Gen  act  470 
Gen  Elec  430Q 
Glaxo  WeD  6500 
Granada  2300 
Grand  Mel  4300 
Guinness  2100 
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Halifax  2300 
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Rail  Hack  2900 
Rank  Group  2300 
ReddnCol  2300 
Reed  Inti  2600 
KeraokB  2900 
Reuters  5300 
Rio  Tin  to  1500 
Rolls  Raya  3.400 
Royal  A Sun  4400 


RWBlBkSa  940 
Safcmy  2200 


Salnshny  2600 
Schraders  324 
Scot « New  1000 
San  Power  2800 
SvmTrem  572 
Shell  Trans  11300 
Slebe  642 

SmUBch  6.900 
Smiths  Inds  997 
sideband  5300 
Sun  Life  1500 
TI  Gp  557 

Toco  LOCO 
Thames  W 1300 
Tomkins  1,700 
Un  Hewer  5300 
LHd  UtDMes  1300 
Urd  News  515 
Vodalone  5.700 
Whlihread  978 
wilUams  7.700 
Wolseley  739 
woalwlch  4700 
Zeneca  2600 


trial  property  rents  are  on  the 
increase,  particularly  in 
London  where  Bflton  has  big 
holdings.  Some  analysts 
reckon  Billon’s  NAV  is  340p. 

But  the  shy  and  retiring 
Bflton  is  reluctant  to  seek 
verification  and,  as  a result, 
its  shares  languish  at  263p,  a 
thumping  24  per  cent  dis- 
count Added  to  that  is 
curiosity  about  some  of 


Billon’s  assets,  which  are 
said  to  include  salmon  fish- 
ing rights  on  the  River  Dee. 

Billon  last  fended  off  a bid 
in  1983,  and  with  29  per  cent 
in  die  hands  of  a family  trust 
it  may  feel  secure.  But  Laing 
Properties  did  not  survive 
with  43  per  cent  in  family 
hands  and  MEPC  is  said  to 
lie  scouting  hard  for  indus- 
trial property. 


BJLXON  DIRECTORS* 
VALUES 


FTSE  aU-sbara  - 
Indue  (rebased) 


4;  -. V- 


Bfiton  share  price 


how  much  for  the  rights  to 
what? 

As  for  obesity,  Alizyme 
hasn't  even  selected  its  com- 
pound and  vaguely  hopes  for 
something  similar  to  Roche's 
Xenical.  Since  tiie  Roche 
drug  has  still  to  be  launched, 
a me-too  product  will  pre- 
sumably face  potential  intel- 
lectual property  problems. 

Alizyme  is  still  gating  into 
the  bluest  of  blue  skies.  One 
for  those  who  enjoy  Russian 
roulette. 


Tour  operators 


WHENEVER  the  travel  in- 
dustry thinks  the  coast  is 
dear,  another  obstacle  app- 


ears. Generally,  the  prob- 
lems are  self-inflicted. 


lems  are  self-inflicted. 
Operators  invest  in  too  many 
holidays  and  discount  like 
mad  at  the  end  of  the  season. 
After  a particularly  vidous 
bout  of  price-cutting  the  in- 
dustry reined  in  and  reduced 
capacity  resulting  in  a couple 
of  good  seasons. 

However,  the  immediate 
threat  is  from  an  unusual 


source:  regulation.  The 
MMC  is  due  to  publish  its  re- 
port on  the  travel  industry 
and  the  outcome  is  unlikely 
to  please  tour  operators.  The 
issue  is  vertical  integration 
between  the  operators  and 
the  travel  agents.  A company 
like  Airtours,  which  owns 
Going  Places,  and  Thomson, 
which  owns  Lunn  Poly,  can 
push  the  parent's  product 
and  at  the  same  time  earn 
commission,  effectively  a 
double-dip  into  the  punter’s 
pocket  Given  the  cut-throat 
history  of  tiie  travel  trade,  a 
recommendation  that  agents 
be  sold  off  seems  unlikely  but 
the  MMC  can  still  spoil  tiie 
fun.  The  issue  is  likely  to  be 
disclosure  and  a requirement 
that  agents  publish  their 
commission  could  be  a seri- 
ous blow  to  the  recovering 
margins  of  tour  operators. 

Airtours  share  price  fell  9 
per  cent  when  the  OFT  an- 
nounced the  investigation 
but  tiie  stock  has  soared  since 
then.  The  holiday  is  over. 
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FA  damns  Italian  police 

■ The  Football  Association  accused  the  Italian  police  of 
“deliberate  intimidation"  and  “extreme  provocation"  in  a 
damning  report  into  die  violence  that  marred  England’s  World 
Cup  match  in  Rome  a fortnight  ago. 

The  condemnation  threatened  to  blow  up  into  a diplomatic 
storm  as  the  Italian  Embassy  in  London  dismissed  the 
investigation  as  a “one-sided  whitewash” Page  I 

Blair  shows  Britain  video 

■ Tony  Blair  put  his  personal  stamp  on  Britain’s  new  image  as 

a young,  vibrant  nation  with  a promotional  video  shown  to 
millions  of  television  viewers  across  the  Commonwealth  — and 
watched  in  silence  at  Edinburgh Pages  1, 13 


Willetts  returns 

David  Willetts,  one  of  the  Conser- 
vatives’ foremost  political  think- 
ers, is  rejoining  the  Centre  for 
Policy  Studies Page  2 

Stormy  Oasis 

Noel  and  Liam  Gallagher  served 
up  old-fashioned  rock,  star  loutish- 
ness on  the  BBC Page  3 

Political  designs 

Tory  women  MPs  struck  back  in 
the  political  fashion  wars  by  criti- 
cising the  rapidly  shortening  hem- 
lines, high  heels  and  dress  code  of 
the  new  intake  of  sister  Labour 
MPs Page  3 

Venables  ‘dishonest* 

A judge  called  Terry  Venables  dis- 
honest as  he  jailed  the  former 
England  football  coach’s 
righthand  man Page  4 

Final  account 

A week’s  mourning  of  wine  and 
nibbles  precedes  the  closure  of  the 
Ladies  Branch  of  the  Royal  Bank 
of  Scodand Page  II 


Human  rights 

Human  rights  are  to  be  enshrined 
in  British  law  under  government 
proposals  that  will  allow  people  to 
seek  redress  in  UK  courts  rather 
than  in  Europe Page  12 

No-go  zone 

Algeria  has  become  a virtual  no-go 
zone  for  foreigners,  more  than  200 
having  been  killed  there  in  five 
years Page  16 

Iran  olive  branch 

Teheran  has  welcomed  Britain’s 
decision  to  issue  an  exclusion 
order  against  the  leader  of  Iran'S 
main  opposition  group Page  16 

Breasts  award 

A woman  who  claimed  her  breasts 
were  left  deformed  after  siloone 
implants  was  awarded  £20.636 
damages — Page  IS 

Labour  whodunnit 

Blame  for  finishing  off  the  “honey- 
moon couple”,  Gordon  and  Tony, 
has  been  laid  at  the  door  of  those 
who  brief  die  press Page  19 


Rector  guilty  of  affair 

■ Clifford  Williams.  49,  the  Rector  of  Benllech  faced  being 
stripped  of  his  holy  orders  after  an  ecclesiastical  court  in  Wales 
found,  after  a five-day  hearing,  that  he  had  had  an  adulterous 
six-year  affair  with  a married  parishioner Pages  L 5 
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ACROSS 

I Second-hand  stalls  quick  to  ac- 
cept a bit  of  foreign  money  (4.6). 

7 Placid  learner  pul  in  academic 
stream  (4). 

10  Remove  lead  from  slow  oppo- 
nents at  cards?  (8). 

I I Something  strange  seen  in  every 
quarter  of  1997  (6). 

12  Mischievous  spirits  not  wel- 
comed on  course  (6). 

13  Applause  not  all  found  attractive 

<8). 

15  As  soon  as  Conservative  splits 
unity  (4). 

16  Outrageously  rubbish  half  my 
dues  (but  not  first  in  crossword) 
110). 

IS  Sweet  teacher  expen  at  making 
money  (4,6). 

21  Cut  spruce  (4). 

22  Girl  was  thoughtful  and  not 
diverted  (5). 

24  Run  without  a stitch  (6). 

25  Warning  home  appears  to  col- 
lapse (42). 

26  Object  is  found  by  English  fe- 
males men  respected  in  Turkey 
15). 
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27  Attack  with  hammer  (4). 

2S  On  an  even  keel,  but  without 
energy-?  (10). 

DOWN 

2 Bar  establishment  where  presi- 
dent drank?  (S3). 

3 An  attraction  designed,  we  hear, 
to  be  used  in  moderation  (9). 

4 Witnesses  present  for  trials  (7). 

5 Type  needs  alteration  in  suit  — 
nice  quality)  (4-il). 

6 Counter-reformation's  slaughter 

<7)- 

8 Foreign  friend  one’s  naming?  No, 
all  names  withheld  (5). 

9 Live  under  a tree,  perhaps  (5). 

14  Claim  ritual  must  be  changed, 
involving  aQ  sorts  of  people  (1 1). 

17  One  hunts  king  out  thus?  (9). 

19  Ways  gunmen  raised  the  equip- 
ment they  need  (7). 

20  Soothing  the  others  if  you  reveal 
only  the  conclusions  (7). 

22  Having  no  facets  complete?  (5). 

23  Forging  equipment  found  in  Ital- 
ian village  (5). 
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Cornwall:  HSO  Gilbert,  Fomtby. 
mount:  D MicklethwUre.  Durbar. 
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Valerio  Grove:  Mary  Robin- 
son changed  things  for  ever. 
Another  Mary  will  take  over 
as  President  on  Thursday 
when  Ireland  votes,  and  it  is 
neck  and  neck Page  21 

Hittary  Clinton:  Sister  Frigi- 
daire,  as  she  was  known 
throughout  the  Administra- 
tion's first  term,  has  returned 
as  Mellow  Mother Page  9 

Umbrio  appeal:  It  is  emerg- 
ing that  for  many  more  an 
treasures  in  Unfbria  are  at 
serious  risk  than  was  previ- 
ously thought Page  6 


The  BHt  tor  Rights:  This  Hu- 
man Rights  Bill  could  shift 
the  balance  between  Parlia- 
ment and  the  courts, 
irreversibly Page  23 

First  lady,  second  look:  Fare- 
well then  Lady  Macbeth. 
Hello.  Mother  Teresa.  Hilla- 
ry Clinton  celebrates  her  50th 
birthday  with  a glittering 
gala  in  Chicago Page  23 

Round  the  reading  rooms: 
The  new  British  Library 
reading  rooms  are  a step  on 
the  road  from  libraries  to  the 
global  bookshelf. — Page  23 


John  Lloyd:  Manoeuvrings 
point  to  two  worrying  states 
of  affairs:  first  that  there  is  a 
potential  breach  between  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the 
Chancellor;  and  secondly, 
that  it  may  be  decided  to  rule 
outentry  to  the  single  curren- 
cy for  this  ParliamentPage22 

Bronwen  Maddox:  America 
is  in  a mess  on  the  whole 
question  of  childcare  Page  22 

Simon  Barnes:  I don’t  twitch. 

That  is  to  say.  1 don't  chase 
rare  birds.  I don’t  even  keep  a Mike  McCann,  Keeper  of  the  Great  Clock,  uses  the  twice  a year 
list- Page  22  . docks  — they  go  bade  tomorrow  at  2am  — as  an  opportunity  to* 


Tm  At  least  .20  cases  of 
alleged  fraud  by  Sxros. 
ppdrFcaritracttD  Training 
! and'  Enterprise  Councils 
- are  being  investigated  by 
the  Goyerntn®1 t-  27 

UtJUttes:  Brian  Staple, 
ousted  chief,  executive  of 
United  Utilities,  served  a 
£1  million  writ  , on  the 

company  - —•  Pag*  ® 

Economy:  Stockmarkets 
appeared  to  recover  from 
Thursday's  slide  in  Hong 

Kong  until  Wali:  Street 
went  into.' reverse  turning . 
. a 92-point  gain  into  a 122- 
pomt  loss  —4 — P&&Z1 
Markets:  The  FTSE  100 
Ht  213  points  tp  dose  at 
4970.2.  Sterling*  trade- 
weighted  index  rose  from 
101.7  to  . 102.1  after  a rise 
from  $L6298  to  $1-6338 
and  from  DM2JJ921  -to 
DM2.9062 — ... — Page  31 


Cricket:  Philip  Tufriell  can 
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□ Gofwrat  NE  Scotland  wfi  see  further 
rain,  with  sle^  or  snow  at  first  k)  Shetland. 
Cloud  wfl  spread  to  north  and  east 
Scotland  and  northeast  England,  vrfth 
drizzle  possible  this  afternoon.  Southwest 
Scotland  and  N Ireland  wiU  be  Cry  with 
sumy  spells,  fuming  cloudier  later.  Wales 
and  western  and  southern  Engtaid  wffl 
see  more  sunshine  after  early  tog  or 
doud  clears. 

□ London,  SE  England,  Cent  S Eng- 
land, Channel  tales,  SW  England:  dry 
with  long  spelts  of  smshine:  U^r  easterly 
wind.  Max  12C  (54F], 

□ E Aiwfla,  E MUtands,  E Engtand:  cky 
and  mainly  aumy.  but  cloudy  later.  Light 
NW  wind.  Maxi  1C  (52F). 

OW  MhSanda,  Wales;  NW  England, 
Lake  District,  tala  of  Man,  Cent  N 
England:  dry  wflh  surmyapeBs.  dautSng 
war  from  north  later.  Light  and  variable 
wind  . Max  11C  (52F) 

□ NE  England:  dry.  mainly  sunny, 
becoming  cloudy  with  patchy  drizzle  later. 
Light  NWwnd.  Max  11C  (52F). 


□ Border*.  EdMtaagk  * Itoadeec  early 
bright  spate,  becoming  cioudywith  Bght  - 
rain.  ujJttNW wind.  Max HC C52F).  . • 

□ Abaidaan,  Moray  Firth.  NE  Sae*  -: 
tarafc  duB  with  patchy  fight  rain.  Moderate - 
N wind.  Max  IOC  (SOF). 

□ SW  Scotland,  fHaapjw,  Cant  Wlgta- 
lands,  ArgyA>  NW  ScodKid:  suviy 
spells  but  daj&rigo&r  In  north  west  later.  ' 
Light  varisUs  wind.  Max  12C  (54F).  - - 

□ Orimsy,  ShodKid:  dud  with  l&filtnsfr. 
Moderate  N vrind:jM«c  7C  (46F).'.; 

OH  teataorfr.  dry  wth ^aTjr-apefa.* » 
Mairdy  B^it  E iidnd.  Max  1 1C  (£0^.-  - 

□ RopqMc  af  katante  dry  arid  bright. 
with  suiny  spells  damming  alter  early 
mist  or  fog  petchas-  Wnd  SE  fight  or  - 
moderate.  Max  12C  (54F). 

□ OoBook:  sotted  in  most  areas  but 
cold  cwemkjht  with  tog  prtchaa.  Mast . - 
places  win  have  soma  sunaNne  bik  It  w«  * 
stay  more  cloudy  fri  east  and  far  north.  - 
Ran  most  Italy  in  N and  E Scotland. 
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First  (Caledonian  Airways  Business  Class 
to  Barbados  oo  any  Saturday  from  1 November 
April  • fourteen  nights  at  the  luxurious  Accra 
H otel  • Highland  First  to  Gatwick  from  £999 


DC-10  to  Barbados  on  23  December  • fourteen  nights  at 
Sam  Lord’s  • New  Year’s  Dinner  • Gatwick  return  £1,499 
or  £2,499  returning  Concorde  with  ten  nights  at  Sam  Lord' 


Concorde  to  Barbados  on  30  December  * seven  i 
Hilton  • New  Year's  Dinner  • DC-10  to  Gatmdt  . 


DC-10  to  Barbados  on  23  December  weight  njgfats  at  Sam 
Lord's  • inaugural  Concorde  to  Havana  • two  nights  with 
tours  • New  Year’s  Dinner  • return  to  Gatwick  £1,999 


LAPLAND  ^er 


Fly  by  757  to  hralo  for  the  day  • meet  Father  Christmas 
• luncheon  • snowmobile  and  reindeer  sleigh  rides 
• Arctic  Circle  crossing  ceremony  • shopping  • depart 
from  Gatwick,  Luton,  Manchester  or  Stansted  on 
7,13,19,22^3  or  25  Decembw  • 757  return  from  £209 
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757  to  Ivafo  on  14  Dec.  • aQ  activities 
e supersonic  to; 
or  £1,599  flying  both  ways  supersonic  on  Ctmcorde 


NEW  YORK  OR  PARIS 

BA  747  to  Newlfork  on  any  day  * four  nights  at  the 
ffiltcmOnc.  Sat)»  BA  Concorde  to  Heathrow  £2,599 
or  £2,999  on 30  Dec.  with  New  Year's  Dinner  cruise 

Eurostar  First  Class  to  Paris  on  15  or  29  December 
• dtytour*  Concorde  supersonic  return  £599 
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0181-992  4477 
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VILLENEUVE  AND  SCHUMACHER  HAVE  THEIR 


J.j  Crfe  ,T 


in  temperamrajtand  upbringing,  but  this  weekend  they  are  united  by  ambition:  the  desire  to  secure  the  Formula  One  crown.  Photographs:  Allsport 
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TWO  menu’  one  tide  the 
ultimate : attraction  of  qppo-1 
sites.  The  duel  for  the  Formula 
One  Twdd  championship 
pitches  ; a privileged  piep 
school  dropout,  against  the 
assiduous  son  of  a factory 
worker.  They  are  as  funda- 
mentally different  as  their 
favourite  singers,  Iggy  Pop 
and  Phil  Coflms. 

The  only  thing  that  unites 
Jacques  Vftjeneove  and  Micfa- 
ael  Schumacher  is  their  unre- 
lenting ambition,  which  may 
weU  consume  them  tomorrow 
wheria  global  ociyssey  ends  on 
the  dusty  .bumpy  Chxsato  de' 
Jerez.  Any  weakness,  human 
or  technological,  will  be  ex- 
posed before  a television  audi- 
ence in  excess  of  350  million 

SdauinaKherhasnosense  df  _ 
history  unless  he  makes  it - 
Villeneuve  fives  with  foe  ghost 
of  his  father,  Gflles,  an  icon 
who  died  in  the  wreckage  of-a  ; 
racing  car.  Even  their  teams 
are  at  either  end  of  foe 
onotitmal  spectrum.  Ferrari 
are  fuelled  by  LaPassume, 
pure  instinct.  Wiffiams,  who 


resting 


of  the  gods 


"have  won'  the  constructors' 
title  for  a record  mnfh  time, 
are  a watchword  far  clinical 
detatehment - - 

•*7  wouldn’t  be  .able  to  win 
races  in  a had  car,"  Schu- 
macher argued;  buf  his intrin- 
sic superiority  may  be 
worthless,  because  .tbs  £80 
m3H(to  that  Karan  have  in- 
vested in  foe  pursuit  oftheir 
first  world  title  for  a genera- 
tion cannot  boy  invulnerabil- 
ity.  One  of  foe  few  tilings  he 
lacks,  is  a sportsman*.  birth-, 
right,  the  privflege  of  bring 
able  to  dedoe  his  own  destiny. 

Villeneuve  has  the  burden  of 
ail  inescapable  advantage  the 


Michael  Calvin  assesses  the  rivals 


ready  to  drive  on  the  edge  in  .Jerez 


best  car.  His  impulsive  na- 
ture, fllustrated  yesterday  by  a 
lurid  slide  into  a gravel  trap . 
during  free  practice  for  foe 
' European  Grand  Prix,  is  31-  - 
suited  to  the  demands  of 
overcoming  (he  deficit  of  a 
single  point  in  foe  last  race  of 
an  extended  season. 

. “Neither  erf  them  will  sleep 
vexy  well:  this  weekend,  but  I 
wouldn’t  want,  to  be  in 
Jacques ‘sshoes,’’  Damon  Hill, 


whose  antidimaclic  year  as 
world  champion  is  about  to 
end.  said.  “He  is  under  an 
enormous  amount  of  pres- 
sure, from  himself  as  much  as 
anything,  because,  deep 
down,  he  knows  he  has  frit- 
tered away  his  advantage. 

“To  an  extent  Williams 
have  done  their  bit  by  winning 
the  constructors'  champion- 
ship. Now  it*s  down  to  him. 
It's  his  problem.  On  a purely 


personal  level  I'd  like  to  see 
him  win,  but  you  have  to  say 
that  Michael  has  done  excep- 
tionally well.  If  he  wins,  it  will 
be  down  to  his  brilliance.  If 
Jacques  wins,  everyone  will 
say  that's  what  he  should  have 
done  anyway.” 

It  is  time  for  foe  Spice  Boy  to 
prove  his  substance.  Craig 
Pollock.  VUleneuve’s  manag- 
er, may  insist  that  “Jacques 
goes  into  another  mode  when 
there  is  pressure,"  but  his  is  an 
increasingly  distant  voice, 
vnieneuve’s  ability  is  beyond 
question,  but  many,  even 
within  his  own  team,  have 
beat  alienated  by  his  attitude. 


Schumacher,  by  contrast,  is 
regarded  with  a sense  of  awe. 
Gerhard  Berger  summed  it 
up  best  “It  doesn’t  matter 
whether  Michael  wins  the  title 
this  weekend,"  he  said.  “He's 
unbelievable.  For  his  age  and 
experience  he’s  already  there 
among  the  greats.  With  his 
focus,  his  fitness  and  his  car 
control,  the  guy  is  just  com- 
plete." 

The  German  is  isolated  by 
his  talent  — “basically  you 
have  to  ignore  people.”  he  says 
— but  somehow  retains  a pop- 
ulist's touch.  As  bizarre  as  it 
may  seem,  given  the  universal 
appreciation  of  his  ability  id 
maintain  a nervous  car  on  the 
edge  of  adhesion,  he  is  the 
underdog.  “It  does  get  the  best 
out  of  me  3 1 am  really  chal- 
lenged," he  said,  but.  like 
Ayrton  Senna  before  him,  he 
excels  because  of  the  compel- 
ling demands  he  places  on 
others.  As  Ross  Brawn,  the 
Ferrari  technical  director, 
said:  “When  the  pressure  is 
on.  Michael  becomes  that  bit 
sharper  and  more  acute.  He 


tries  that  little  bit  harder  to 
ensure  we  do  not  make  any 
errors.” 

Joan  VilladelpraT.  foe 
Benetton  team  manager,  was. 
with  Brawn,  a key  element  in 
Schumacher's  two  previous 
world  title  wins.  ‘The  pressure 
does  get  to  him  a tittle  bit. 


because  he  is  human,  but  he 
doesn't  show  it  in  his  driving,” 
he  said.  "In  fact,  the  more 
pressure  you  put  on  him,  foe 
more  he  concentrates.  If  you 
know  him  you  can  tell  when 
he's  worried.  He  puts  pressure 
on  the  team.  It  is  all  *we  must 
Continued  on  page  34 


Please  tell  our 


boy  to  stay  put 

Gascoigne  let  loose  in  Premiership 


, would  be  worrying  for  England 


S f 1 


* 1 


HOW  very  unset- 
tong  to  team  flat 
Paul  Gascoigne 
pttgbt  be  comme 
to  English 
fcwfoaIL  It  was  fike 
that  awful;  foevita- 
^ moment  in- 
™®nier  horror  films  , when 
“fowne  rates,  staggering. 
™ wild  eyes  and  tattered 
J«xxwt  and  reports  “Ifs  on 
toe  looser  Suddenly  s lot  of 
“Wtgs  have  id  be  rethought, 
vaT  quickly.  Alarms  are 


LYNNE 


drawbridges  dosed  -•  lira  »imi  _ p - » 

(rife  a rattle  of  dams;  'above  •.  goals,  goals,  and  reserving  foe 

aB,"~-  » : XT.-  M JiMHunhim  at  ifw'WTV 


mm?  You  foals:  He 
bursts  such  fetters 
with  ay  single, 
fonig.-  * ’•  . " 

Die  thing  is,  for 
a rather  nervous 
England  ' football 
: fan  like  me,  it*s 
been  lovely  having  Gaza  play 
in  Scotland.  Tf$  been  sefi. 
We've  been  able  to  wave 

cfcerful  yoo-hoos  . across  the 

' harder  to  that  big  hajipy  fish- 
in  his  wee  pond,.  witii_  the 
double  pleasure  of-  enjoying 
his  reflected  ^lory  bf  goals. 


An  emotional  Gascoigne  hugs  Wright  in  relief  after  the  final  whistle  in  Rome 


oomplaooicy  is  roundly 
You  really  befieved 
“Ungers  would  be  the  end  of 


right  to  disownhixn  at  thevery 
first  sign  of  trouble.  Distance 
has  certainly  lent  enchant- 
ment where  Gascoigne  is  con- 


cerned. Every  Dire  he  turns  up 
for  international  duty,  we  are 
pleased  to  see  him,  applaud 
his  renewed  dedication  ~ to 
fitness,  take  a genuine  interest 
in  his  hair,  and  burst  into 
tears  at foe  superlative,  quality 
erf  his  shimmies. 

But  does  that  mean  we 
necessarily  want  him  back? 
Well.  no.  Because  foe  tragedy 


is,  when  you  get  Gazza,  you 
get  all  of  him.  It  is  no  accident 
that  Gascoigne’s  pigeon-chest- 
ed body  divides  dearly  into 
two  ill-proportioned  pans, 
something  like  the  house  rest- 
ing on  chicken-legs  in  Russian 
folk  tales.  With  Gazza,  there's 
the  rather  splendid  half  con- 
trolled by  his  legs  (the  good 
pan),  and  then  there's  foe  big. 


grinning,  buffoony  half  con- 
trolled by  his  brain.  He's  got  a 
foot  like  a brain,  and  a brain 
like  a fool,  poor  beggar. 

Nobody  expects  dazzling  in- 
tellectuality from  footballers: 
Graeme  Le  Saux  is  known  as 
foe  Jean-Paul  Sartre  of  British 
football  because  he  collects 
antiques.  But  a man  who’d  be 
picked  out  of  a Dennis-the- 


Menace  identity  parade  ' — 
well,  somehow  you  draw  the 
line. 

Will  he  come,  or  not?  Is  foe 
Night  of  the  Living  Gazza  set 
to  commence  at  Villa  Park?  Is 
a tremendous  footfall  in  the 
distance  already  loosening  die 
brickwork  of  foe  Trinity  Road 
stand?  Rumours  now  suggest 
not  But  when  you  think  about 
it.  a transfer  to  Aston  Villa 
would  give  Gascoigne  auto- 
matic top  place  as  Villa's  Most 
Interesting  Player  (the  petu- 
lant Stan  CoUymone  disquali- 
fies himself). 

But  on  foe  debit  side,  what  if 
Premiership  football  wears 
him  out  before  foe  World  Cup? 
Over-excitement  is  surely 
something  to  protect  Gazza 
from,  especially  in  his  advanc- 
ing years.  For  the  World  Cup, 
you  want  him  relaxed  and 
confident,  not  worn  to  an 
agonised  frazrie. 

So  an  balance,  stay  in 
Scotland,  Gazza.  And  if  you 


are  understandably  miffed  at 
Rangers'  ungraterol 


il  willing- 
ness to  sell  you,  find  mature 
forgiveness  in  your  heart.  Stay 
put  and  stay  happy.  Dim  off 
foe  alarms,  and  reopen  the 
portcullis.  Back  on  foe  slab 
with  you,  Gazza,  and  refasten 
those  straps.  That  way,  you 
really  do  yourself  and  every- 
one a favour. 


tl 
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Virgin  MegaSavers. 


For  world  beating  offers  call  us  by  31st  October 
on  01293  717 245.  Or  contact  your  local  travel  agent 


virgin  atlantic 
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Villeneuve  caught  in  the  grip 


ROB  HUGHES 


In  Jerez 


Machiavelli  lives  and 
breathes.  His  spirit 
stalks  Che.  hot  and 
dusty  pit  lane  of 
Jerez  de  la  Frcmiera  in  the  guise  of 
conspirators  who  claim  that  the 
European  Grand  Prix  tomorrow  is 
a done  deal,  a collaboration  to 
smooth  Ferrari 5 paih  to  its  first 
Formula  One  drivers’  title  for  18 
years. 

No  one  has  told  Jacques  Ville- 
neuve. If  and  when  the  rumours 
reach  him.  as  perhaps  they  are 
designed  to  do.  to  tighten  the 
tension  around  his  bleached  tem- 
ples. he  is  entitled  to  observe  that 
conspiracy  in  motor  racing  can 
blow  out  in  a puff  of  smoke. 

Vet  the  little  French-Canadian  is 
in  the  way  of  Formula  One 
business.  From  Bemie  Ecclestone 
and  Max  Mosley  down,  those  who 
run  the  billion-dollar  enterprise  do 
not  deny  that  the  Ferrari  legend  is 
life  blood  to  the  turnover.  Ferrari  is 
more  than  a motor  it  is  an 
emotion,  a spirit,  a soul  machine 
that  quickens  the  pulse  on  a global 

scale.  Tomorrow. 

when  the  race  for  the 
first  comer  is  on.  the 
intensity  will  be  felt  in 
the  town  square  of 
Maranello,  near  Mo- 
dena. where  Ferrari 
was  conceived  50 
years  ago.  and  where 
cars  are  still  designed 
and  dreamt 
As  the  green  light  goes,  the  cans 
will  be  catapulted  out  of  stillness 
...  past  the  trackside  hospital, 
then  400  yards  into  the  first 
'hairpin,  unimaginatively  called 
Curve  Expo  92.  Whoever  is  first 
into  that  will  be  devilishly  hard  to 
pass  on  a tight  and  bumpy  circuit 
of  high-speed  comers.  The  hear 
will  rub  away  ar  the  tyres,  the 
unrelenting  G-forces  will  erode  the 
concentration  of  the  drivers. 

In  Maranello.  it  will  be  difficult 
to  move  and  to  breathe,  also. 


DETAILS 
FROM  JEREZ 


PRACTICE  TWE&  VO  Pane  fa 

BJt 22964;  S. M Hatfcnen  PMfcUwv 

i-»  174Tb.  d Gorthadlfe. 
wZZfflL  723-440;  a.  M scnumactw 


Villeneuve  leaves  the  Williams  garage  for  the  first  free  practice  at  Jerez  yesterday,  knowing  sentiment  will  demand  a Ferrari  win  tomorrow.  Photograph:  DusanVranic 


‘Ferrari  is  an 
emotion 
that  quickens 
the  pulse’ 


Giancarlo  Benacdiini,  the  mayor 
of  this  town  of  15.000  people,  has 
ordered  a giant  outdoor  screen, 
plentiful  bottles  of  Lambrusco  — 
“Rosso  of  Maranello".  He  also 
plans,  perhaps  presumptuously,  to 
toll  the  bells  of  die  town  for  three 
days  — in  the  morn- 
ing when  the  workers 
go  into  the  factory, 
and  in  die  evening 
when  they  leave.  Un- 
surprisingly. there 
are  Ferrari  owners 
and  aficionados 
heading  by  the  thou- 

sand  to  that  town  in 

mid-Italy. 

With  due  respect  to  Williams, 
already  the  constructors'  champi- 
ons again,  nothing  quite  like  that 
will  happen  in  Grove,  Oxford- 
shire. where  the  British  % car  is 
made. 

It  is  not  that  Frank  Williams,  the 
team  owner,  is  cold-blooded.  Cer- 
tainly not  that  Villeneuve  hungers 
less  for  the  crown  than  Michael 
Schumacher.  The  Italian  psyche 
pulsates  through  two  sports:  Eng- 
land has  already  put  a tremor  into 
the  heart  of  Italian  football  and 


now,  though  Williams  is  powered 
by  a Renault  engine,  there  is  fear 
that  British  engineering  c an  deny 
die  scarlet  Ferrari. 

You  see,  we  are  caught  up  in 
Enzo  Ferrari's  passion  play.  His 
cars  have  won  113  grands  prix;  he 


purported  never  to  be  die  busi- 
nessman. but  he  knew  that  victory 
was  to  the  cunning.  And  surely 
Ferrari  knew  how  rumourmon- 
gering gives  an  extra  frisson  to  the 
game.  The  Formula  One  bosses 
actively  encourage  conspiracy 


talk,  the  spider  the  better.  Conse- 
quently, we  are  told  about  the 
blocking  manoeuvres,  die  possibil- 
ity of  man  pushing  man  and 
machine  beyond  the  limits.  This 
i not  only  to  the  main  rivals, 
and  Villeneuve,  but 


HOW  THE  TITLE  WILL  BE  DECIDED 


Michael  Schumacher 
TBpts 


With  ore  point  between  the  two  drivars  the  world  championshfr?  wM  goto  whoever  finishes  In  front  of  the  ottter  in  Jerez 
tomorrow.  If  Schumacher  fails  to  Brush  or  finishes  outside  trie  top  six,  VH»neu\ra  must  finish  at  least  sixth  to  earn  the  point  that 
will  pot  him  levaL  V/Beneuve  would  then  be  champion  tor  the  first  time  because  he  has  scored  more  victories  during  the 
season  (seven  to  Schumacher's  five).  Under  Formula  Ones  scoring  system,  a win  Is  worth  10  points,  second  place  6,  third  4, 
fourth  3.  fifth  2 and  sixth  1 . Schumacher  has  already  won  two  titles,  fci  1994  and  1 995. 


WHERE  THEY  SCORED  THEIR  POINTS 


WINS:  5 Monaco,  Canada,  France,  Belgium,  «tapnr 

Znds:  3 Australia,  San  Marino,  Germany 
3rds:0 

4th s:  2 Spain,  Hungary 
5th  s:  t Brazil 
6ths:2  Italy.  Austria 
DHF:  3 Argentina.  Britain,  Luxembourg 


ONfi  DM  not  fintah 


. vflNSST 

2nds:0 

3fds:0 

4ths:  1 France 
Stfw:  2 Belgium,  Italy 
ettw-O 

DNR  s Australia.  San  Marino,  Monaco,  Canada, 
Germany.  rWsrpwiHfled:  1 Japan 


'-WHEN  TO  WATCH  ON  TELEVISION 


Today:  J7V 1 1.50am-l2Dpm  (quaBying) 


Tomorrow:  JTV  1230pro-&20  (race) 


also  to  filar  team-mates,  Eddie 
Irvine  ajid  Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen.  Indeed,  a fifth  name, 
that  of  Ralf  Schumacher,  who 
owes  his  brother  plenty  after  their 
collision  at  Nurburgi  mg.  is 
brought  into  play. 

The  fear  is' diced  • ••  • 
with  deadliness.  The 
race  might',  come 
down  to  the  nerve  in 
Villeneuve,  because 
no  one  questions 
Michael  Schuma- 
cher’s control  of  mind 
and  matter  — he  is, 

after  all,  fourth  in  the  

list  of  all-time  grand- 
prix  winners.  VZflenetrve,. . of 
course,  does,  not  lade,  heart  In- 
deed, some  accuse  him  of  having 
too  much,  bordering  on  addiction 
to  danger; 

If  the  rare  goes  the  foil  distance, 
there  will  be  69  laps  on  a circuit 
that  demands  27  gear  changes  per 
lap.  That,  you  would  think,  is 
enough  of  an  adrenalin  surge, 
enough  of  a demand  on  the  mind, 
and  body.  of. -each  protagonist, 
without  fanning  the  flames -of 
speculation.  The  stress  is  on  metal 


‘Formula  One 
. bosses 
encourage  talk 
of  conspiracy! 


Renault)  123-923;  14,  G , 

124707: 19.  M Ssto  flRn, 
“ Fort)  125025:  20.  N Fontana  (Aig. 
- 125.134;  21.  J Varstappan 

j 1 26  327;  22.  T Marques  (Br. 

| taeeia 

CHAMWONSWP  POSITIONS' (aflw  16  laewj: 
DifvwK  1.  M Srihunwcriw  78j^1to«u«  77; 
3.  Fmntrar  41:  4.  AWJft  5.  & 

Sargar  24;  7.  Svrto  2£  ft  Rslcfisfla  20;  ft 
HakHnan  17;  10.  Paula  IB;  11Hert)ert  l4;  12,  R 

Schumacher  13;  13,  hB  71 14,  BarriawBo  6.  IS.  A 

Wurj  Murtria.  BineffixJtottuW  4;  1&  J Trteijtt. 
Pmt MUgarvHoniJa)  3;  aqua)  ITS**  Nataw 
. and  Dkibt  2.  20.  N Lartni  (h.  SauOw-Punanai)  1 
Oonatrwaora:  1.  WWarw-ftanauli  120pts-.  2. 
Faraff  100;  3.  Benolton-Henatfl®;  4,  MdJWn- 
Marcsdas  47:  ft  jartanT^uB«i<  33:  ft^Pmat 
MUoan-Honda  21;  7,  Saubar-Petronas  13;  8. 
mSZySE*  fr/fl,  SmwU*d  6: 10.  TyrraB- 
Ford  2. 

GRAND  PRIX  TO  COME:  Tomorrow:  European 
fJetez). 


as  much  as  man.  and  no  one 
pretends  that  if  Schumacher  was 
in  the  Williams  the  race  would  be 
no  contest.  Williams  are  still, 
unarguably,  the  master  engineers, 
though  Fterrari  is  an  enlarging 
image  in  the  driver's  mirrors. 

The  rivals  are  feigning  noncha- 
lance, pretending  mat  they  will 
find  tomorrow  fun.  intriguing,  but 
nothing  outside  their  experience. 
Wallting  around  Jerez  are  Jody 
Scheckter  and  NOri  Lauda,  the 
previous  two.  Ferrari  drivers  to 
taste  the  unique  thrill,  the  spiritual 
sensation  of  winning  in  that  very 
special  vehicle.  Nei- 
ther Scheckter  nor 
Lauda."  though,  can 
truly  know  what  is 
inside  die  the  head  of 
a racer  as  consum- 
mate as  Schumacher. 
They  were  racers  of 
their  own  time,  and 
time.  " the  business 
and  the  sport  have 
moved  pc  at  alarming  speeds  of 
progression.  However,  one  won- 
derful motor  racer,  imperious  in 
the  Fifties,  did  leave  a legacy  of 
words  that  all  those  on  the  trade  in 
practice  today  and  in  the  race 
tomorrow  should  heed. 

I am  thinking  of  Juan  Manuel 
Fangio,  die  world  champion  in  a 
Ferrari  in  1956,  who  said:  “The  ait 
of  motor  raring  is  to  steer  a line  as 
close  to  the  edge  of  death  as 
possible.— but  always  to  err  on  die 
sideoflife."  • 


A TIMES  NEWSPAPERS  COMPETITION 


One  race  to  go  to  decide 


£25,000  top  prize 


THE«B»71ME5 


223E23 


x x rith  up  to  600  bonus  points  available  in  tomorrow’s 
W European  Grand  Prix  for  the  managers  who  . 
correctly  predict  the  first  throe  drivers  to  cross  the 
finishing  line,  the  race  for  our  £25.000  top  prize  is  still 
wide  open.  Printed  below  are  the  results  of  the  Japanese 
Grand  Prix  which  have  been  adjusted  to  take  account 
of  Jacques  Villeneuve’s  disqualification  in  Japan.  These 
results  differ  from  those  published  last  Friday.  Heading 
our  leader-board  is  A Bradley  of  Godalming,  Surrey. 

His  team.  Slickhead  3,  scored  649  points  at 
Suzuka  to  take  his  cumulative  score  in 
competition  to  11,866 

points.  Hot  on  his  tail  r-BTfiri 

in  second  position  is  1 J*  -- 

Dowty  of  Reigale, 

Surrey.  His  team. 

Dow  Jones  Z scored 
625  points  in  Japan 


i : : — : : — : — m 

§ OUR  LEADERBOARD  AFTER  1 
1 THE  JAPANESE  GRAND  PRIX  I 

POS 

TEAM  NAME 

MANAGER  NAME 

POINTS 

1 

Slickhead  3 

A Bradley 

11866 

2 

Dchiv  Jones  1 

1 Dowty 

11B54 

3 

Wood  Racing 

M Wood 

11759 

3 

RaJth  Rcwere  F C 

D Shepherd 

11759 

5 

Team  U DO 

P Wat  ley 

11631 

6 

Mosulvie 

J Madden 

11627 

7 

F&ca27 

M Joannides 

11590 

8 

'/allay  Crewe 

SRattiey 

11571 

9 

Waite  Racing  FI 

P Wale 

11557 

10 

No  Hopers 

P 2wiaJabedmi 

11553 

11 

Slay  'em 

MsASieigh 

11536 

12 

SKy  Stars 

AMcPhee 

11496 

12 

ranfsir  Racing 

ft  Crosby 

1J496 

12 

Diamond 

M Parsons 

11496 

12 

Bumdge  Racing 

1 Bumdge 

11496 

12 

Grow  97 

P f McKinney 

11496 

12 

SormasatkjnEl  5 

G Curry 

11496 

18 

Bet  A Ton 

M Dymonti 

11493 

19 

Hie  Very  Rea'  Club 

J Highway 

11482 

19 

Red  Menace  1 

M Power 

11432 

19 

Mam's  Maniacs 

M Johnson 

11432 

19 

Thompson  Terrors 

A Thompson 

11462 

19 

Ruiusb 

S Darnels 

11482 

19 

Banqers 

R Mullen 

11432 

19 

Mark's  Wizards 

HEvans 

11482 

19 

- 

A Pearce 

11482 

19 

Stevie  Gi 

SGoorgjadrs 

11482 

19 

Adam's  Autos 

CAd3ms 

11482 

19 

Hams  Rule  Racers 

N Roberts 

11482 

19 

GFO 

a Gem 

11482 

19 

Georgie 

M Clark 

11402 

19 

Smc  Racing 

NTrott 

11482 

to  take  his  total  to  11354  in  the  competition.  P Wrfghtof 
Lytham  St  Anne’s  wins  a trip  fra-  two  to  next  years 
British  GP.-His  team,  Blunderbcis,  scored  805  points  m 
Japan.  S Leason  of  Uttoxeter  fix's  the  Pits.  802  points) 
wins  a Sony  Plantation  and  CD-Rran  game. 

THE  PRIZES  The  manager  with  the  test  team  score  " 
after  tomorrow's  Grand  Prix  will  win  the  first  prize  of 
£25,000  courtesy  of  our  sponsor  Marlboro  World  • 
Championship  team.  Prizes  of  £10.000  and  £5,000 
rfiM  Irr  will  go  ro  two  runners-up.  Race 

prizes  are  a trip  for  two  to 
next  year's  British  GP 
and  a Sony  HayStatkn, 
and  CD-Rom  game. 
CHECK YOUR 
SCORE  by  callirig' 
0891 S84  648(^44  990  .. 
100  34S  ex  UK).  ..  . .. 


MAKE  3 SELECTIONS  FROM  EACH  Of  THESE  FOUR  GROUPS 


The  first  column  of  figures,  in  light  type  after  the  names 
below,  shows  the  revised  Fantasy  Formula  One  race  scores 
for  the  Japanese  GP.  The  second  column  shows  the  total . 
points  in  the  competition  so  far. 


DRIVERS  GROUP  A 


01  D Hat  1011213  07M  Hakkinen 

02  M Schumacher  1461862  08  D Coutthard 

03  J Vifloneuve  01638  09  R BarricfteBo 

04  E Irvine  1181359  10  H-H  Frentzen 

05  J Atesl  106  1739  11 J Herbert 

06  G Berger  1021477  12MSdo 


DRIVERS  GROUP  B 


13  0 Parts*  44 

14  JVerstappen  101 
15UKatayama  7 

16  P Dmiz  95 

17  R Rcsset  0 


1656  l9GFisieheaa 
1060  20SNakano 
861  21  G MorbkteBi' 
960  22  T Marques* 

0 23  JMagnussen 


16  B Schumacher  102  1124  24VSospiri 


107  1188 
831345 
12  782 
147  1557 
1041420 
381219 


102  1482 

25  1040 

0 1387 

44  872 

7 763 

0 0 


CONSTRUCTORS  GROUP  C|  CONSTRUCTORS  GROUP  p 


25  Williams  25  260  31  Arrows  16  4 

26 Ferrari  30  250  32Sauber  11  190 

27  McLaren  13  122  33  Tyrrell  4 2 

28  Benetton  22  294  34  Minardi  -20  8 

29  Jordan  20  147  35  Stewart  -20  -157 

30  Pros!  -20  114  36Ula  0-  0 

•Qiwer  Ranis  replaces  Jamo  Trulii  in  the  FrcsJ  team. 

Tarso  Marques  replaces  TruHi  at  Minardi  and  s Ssiber  Gianrj  Moriadeft, 
who  ortgiraHy  raplacsd  Nicola  Larini.  replaces  FcrtsrE 


WINNERS  AND  FULL  RESULTS  WILL  APPEAR  NEXT  SATURDAY 


089 1 calls  cost  SQp  per  minute  {Standard  tariffs  apply  to  *44  SSO  caSs). 


CHANGING  TIMES 


World  title  rivals  go  head  to  head 


Continued  from  page  33 
do  this,  we  must  do  that’.  But, 
ultimately,  he  is  confident  he 
can  do  his  job." 

Ninth  place  in  free  practice, 
six  positions  behind  Ville- 
neuve, is  no  real  gauge  of 
either  man’s  prospects.  Such 
sessions  are  mere  shadow 
boxing,  a search  for  the  right 
set-up  for  a twisty  circuit  set  in 
thejxtrched,  sherry-producing 
plains  of  Andaluda.  The  rare 
will  rake  real  shape  this  after- 
noon in  the  qualifying  session. 

Villeneuve  romanticises  the 
challenge  of  a one-off  lap  that 
allows  him  dose  to  the  tabled 
-edge",  that1  invisible  terrier 
between  bravery  and  foolish- 
ness that  preoccupies  all  rac- 
ing drivers.  Schumacher  is 


more  calculating  but  equally 
committed. 

"It's  going  to  be  a question 
of  who  keeps  his  head,"  Hill, 
second  quickest  yesterday, 
said.  They  will  have  eyes  only 
for  each  other  and  the  one  who 
doesn’t  get  distracted  will  win. 
That’s  difficult,  because  of  the 
chaos  that  swirls  around  you 
in  this  situation,  but  it’s  a 
critical  part  of  the  job  of  being 
a raring  driver. 

"Jacques  doesn't  take  advice 
terribly  easily  and  he  has 
already  had  one  trip  to  tire 
gravel  trap.  1 still  feel  a 
Williams  is  more  competitive 
here  than  a Ferrari,  but  it  is 
not  as  simple  as  that.  So  many 
other  (actors  come  into  play. 

“A  one-off  race  for  the  title  is 


the  most  exciting,  intriguing 
and  challenging  aspect  of  our 
sport.  It-is  the  ultimate  test 
Can  you  handle  a showdown 
for  the  championship?  Can 
you  puli  something  out  of 
yourself  which  is  better  than 
anything  you  have  ever  pro- 
duced? You  don’t  know  until 
you  have  to.” 

111-fortune;  such  as  Nigel 
Mansell's  exploding  tyre  in 
1986,  is  part  of  the  folklore  of 
Formula  One,  but  the  inevita- 
ble speculation  that  the  title 
could  be  decided  in  an 'acci- 
dent has  the  strength  of 
precedent  Alain  Brest  Senna 
and  Schumacher  have  all 
become  champions  in  contro- 
versial circumstances  in  the 
past  ten  years. 


Hill,  Schumacher’s  victim 
in  Adelaide  in  1994,  smiled 
ruefully  at  the  memory  of 
personal  injustice,  but  pre- 
ferred to  illustrate  his  point 
with  his  late  father  Graham's 
failure  in  1964.  He  span  out 
under  assault  by  Lorenzo 
Band  ini,  whose  Fnrari  team- 
mate, John  Surtees,  went  on  to 
win  the  title. 

“Something  always  seems 
to  happen  when  it  comes  down 
to  the  wire,"  Hill  said.  “It 
seems  to  be  too  much  of  a 
temptation.  That’S  sad  be- 
cause 1 still  like  to  think  of  this 
as  a sporL  It  should  be  about 
being  the  best,  out-driving  all 
others,  not  about  being  suffi- 
ciently bullish,  or  brutish,  to 
take  tiie  guy  out” 


BOXING 

Schwer  at  the 
crossroads 
of  his  career 

From  Srjkumar  Sen 

BOXING  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  ZARAGOZA 

BILLY  SCHWER  should  find 
out  here  tonight,  when  he 
challenges  Oscar  Garda,  of 
Spain,  for  the  European  title, 
what  his  prospects  are  of 
coming  back  into  contention 
for  the  world  championship. 

The  former  British  and 
Commonwealth  ligtirweight 
champion  fell  from  grace  after 
his  surprising  defeat  by  David 
Tetteh,  of  Ghana,  in  19%. 
Schwer  fought  his  way  back  to 
earn  European  Boxing  Union 
nomination  as  dialtenger  and 
Lf  he  lifts  the  title  here,  he  will 
become  one  of  the  leading 
world  contenders. 

Defeat  could  cause  him 
concern  about  his  career. 

SchweTS  failure  to  impress 
against  Alan  Temple,  of  Hart- 
tepooL  and  Jean  Moulun.  of 
France,  lasr  year  caused  many 
to  believe  that  bis  hard  con- 
tests had  started  taking  their 
toll.  Bur  his  father,  Billy 
Schwer  Sr,  said  yesterday  that 
those  two  performances 
should  be  put  down  to  lack  of 
motivation  caused  by  domes- 
tic and  dietary  worries. 

Schwer  is  now  baric  to  his 
old  self  and  his  manager, 
Mickey  Duff,  believes  that  he 
will  stop  Garcia  in  the  middle 
rounds. 


SAILING 


Defiant  Dickson  still 
harbours  victoiy  hope 

From  Edward  Gorman  in  cape  town 


CHRIS  DICKSON,  of  New 
Zealand,  the  pre-race  favour- 
ite, finally  brought  Toshiba 
into  Cape  Town  in  sixth 
position  yesterday,  three  days 
after  the  first-leg  winner,  Paul 
Cayarti.  on  EF  Language. 
Despite  this  unexpectedly 
poor  start,  though.  Dickson 
seemed  confident  about  his 
overall  chances  in  the 
Whitbread  Round  the  World 
Race. 

"It  is  by  no  means  a 
disaster."  he  said  after  his  boat 
had  powered  her  way  to  the 
finish  tine  under  spinnaker  on 
a glorious  morning.  The  key 
moment,  he  added,  had  been 
four  weeks  ago  when  the  fleet 
leaders  were  becalmed  off. 
Cape  Fmisterre. 

"On  day  four  we  had  Silk 
Cut,  Merit  Cup  and  Innova- 
tion Kvacmer  on  the  radar 
and  we  were  all  on  the 
favoured  starboard  tack,"  he 
said.  "They  got  thfr  new  breeze 
before  us  and  held  on  to  it  for 
two  hours,  then  stayed  on  the 
bads  of  it  far  two  days,  while 
we  had  only  two  minutes  of  it." 

Dickson  said. he  and  his 
frustrated  crew  finally  got 
joing  about  36  hours  later. 


favouring  the  leaders.  “There 
weren’t  any  passing  Larues.  We 
have  been  paying  for  some- 
thing that  happened  four 
weeks  ago,”  he  said.  Dickson’s 
analysis  reinforces  the  impres- 
sion that  the,  first  leg  of  this 
nine-leg  marathon  may  turn 
out  to  be  unrepresentative  of 
what  is  to  come. 

Toshiba's  arrival  was  pre- 
ceded by  . flat  of ; Cfcesrie 
Raring,  skippered  by  Mark 
Fischer,  which' came  in  to  a 
rousing  welcome  after  . a 
strong  first-leg  performance. 
The  campaign’s  owner, 
George  Collins,  expressed  de- 
light with  his  crews  perfor- 
mance, which  saw  -them 
duelling  with  Silk  Cut  for 
more  than  a week  before  the 
British  boat  got  away  m light 
airs.  “We  do  not  have  much 
Whitbread  experience  but 


had  got  away.  .From -then  on 
the  crew  managed  fry  Team 
Dennis  Conner  was  trapped 
in  a running  order  always 


fins,  who  & bringing  m the 
American  Admiral’s  Cup-  sail- 
or, Dee  Smith,  far  file  next  teg. 

After  Toshiba,  America's 
Challenge,  skippered  by  . Ross 
Field  .came  in  todahn  seventh 
position,  followed:  fry- another 
bf  the  fancied  boats,  Swedish 
'Match,  under.  -'Gunnar 
• Krantz,  who-  described . the 
past  32  days  as  ‘■'painful"-' 
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GOLF 

Cold  Waugh 
too  fierce 
for  Prosser 

SHANI  WAUGH,  of  Austin 
lia.  completed  a flawles 
opening  round  of  67.  fbui 
under  par,  in  a biting  cole 
wind  to  lead  the  field  in  (he  54 
hole  Air  France  women'! 
Open  at  Deauville  in  Frana 
yesterday. 

Waugh  finished  the  da] 
one  stroke  ahead  of  Safi] 
Prosser,  of  Britain.  Alisor 
Nicholas,  the  US  Open  chain 
pton.  and  MaricrLaure  di 
Lorenzi,  who  are  attemptins 

to  overtake  Helen  Affrerason 
of  Sweden,  for  the  No  I piaa 
in  Europe,  returned  rounds  o 
73. 

It  was  a relieved  Waugl 
who  arrived  in  France  froa 
the  US  LPGA  Tour,  where  sh< 
produced  five  strong  finishes 
to  retain  her  playing  card  foi 

next  year.  “Itwasagreat  relie] 

and  1 can  how  plan  for  nes 
year,"  she  said. 

. •Three  birdies  in  four  holes 
from  the  12th,  after  starting 
her  round  Grom  the  10th  tee 
laid  the  foundations  foi 
Waugh,  She  found  sand  tc 
drop  her  solitary  shot  of  th< 
day  at  the  7*.  then  completed 
her  day  with  a birdie  from  2C 
feet  at  her  final  bole, 

□ Paul  McGinley,  of  Ireland, 
shared  the  lead  with  Michad 
Campbell,  of  New  Zealand, 
after  adding  % round  of  67  tc 
his. opening  66  in  thaOki  Pro 
Am  in  Madrid  yesterday. 
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Like  the  British  people's 
much  trumpeted  love  of 
animals,  which  is  so  often 
distressingly  at  odds  with 
matters  of  public  record,  I sdll  take 

a lor  of  convincing  th»t.  as  a 
nation,  we  actually  like  football.  If 

we  did  we  wouldn't  be  so  desperat? 

to  keep  alive  the  rotting  corpse,  erf 
rugby. 

Consider  this.  Of  the  five  schools 
local  to  me  lucky  enough  to  have 
playing  fields  adjdinmg  them, 
there  are  an  incredible  II  rugby 
pitches  in'  operation.  Fall-sized 
rugby  pitches.  What  on  earth  is' 
that  all  about?  Thar’s  almost  one 
pitch  per  fan  for  this  district  and  it 
is  rooted  in  an  authoritarian 
yearning  of  how  things  should  be 
instead  of  how  they  actually  are. 

The  coverage  rugby  gets  and  the 
scandalous  time  and  space  it 
receives  at  school  level  does  not 
tally  with  actual  public  need  or 
interest  and  it  hasn’t  done  for  at 
least  SO  years.  How  many  times 
must  we  underline  in  big  black  ink 
that  rugby,  as  part  of  the  curricu- 
lum. is  nothing  but  a residual  tail, 
like  Latin'  or  potato  printing.  A ~ 
spiteful  middkndass  imposition 
against  populisr  wishes. 

Why  on  earth  schools  still  drag 
out  the  big  Hs  and  try  to  indoctri- 
nate susceptible  11-year.  olds,  that 
Here  Is  Something  Worth  Master- 
ing when  rugby  matches  are  so 
sparsely  attended  you  could  hunt 
caribou  in  the  grandstand  beggars 
bdiet  The  battle’s  over,  boys. 
Football  won.  Everyone  wants  to 
play  football  all  the  time  and  - 
nobody  wants  to  play  rugby.  Be 
big.  Swallow  it  Trouble  is,  the 
rugbyist  is  as  potty  and  vocal  as  - 
any  Dr  WAocraving  oddball  with  ~ 
access  to  the  lntemd 
I used  to  placate  frothing  rugby 
maniacs  with  phrases  like  “No- 


body wants  to  kill  it  oft  just.  ger  it 
5v  proportion",  but  new  I have 
fine-tuned  that  approach,  f do 
want  to  kill  it  off.  It  has,  for  me, 
come  to  represent  The  Man.  R is 
the  Anti-Sport  It  is  a selfish,  self- 
serving  Hip -that  despite  sinister 
and  welforganised  pressure 
groups  has  been  publidy  dis- 
owned and  discredited.  . ' - 

Happily,  at  the  fabulous  old 
dump  I attended,  we  never,  had' 
rugby  thrust  upon  us,  but  echoes  of 
The  Rugby  idea  could  always  be 
found  in  the  nanny-like  way,  come 
Christmas,  football  had  to  stop 
and  hopeless  boss-eyed  affairs  like 
shot-put  and  hop  skip  and  jump 
had  to  be  indulged  in  because, 
well,  we  were  told,  sport  wasn't 
just  football.  Well  no,  sport  can  be 


boxing,  horseracing,  fishing,  poker 
and  snooker,  but  those  were  never 
given  as  options,  and  in  most 
schools  still  aren't  What  they 
meant  was:  "Oh you  LUCE  sport  do 
you?  Well  we'll  show  you  it's  not  all 
fun  and  games." 

This  same  nanny/rugby  thought 
also  triumphs  when  all  public 
parks  ritually  take  down  the 
football  goals  on  a designated  date 
in  spring.  Nobody  knows  why  they 
do  tins.  One  day  you've  gbr  football 
goals  with  teams  gagging  to  get  ar 
-them  — the  next  they’ve  had  the 
midnight  knock  and  been  disap- 
peared. So  down  go  the  shirts  and 
bags  where  the  posts  used  to  be 
and  the  matches  continue  as  usual. 

. The  council  stubbornly  refuses  to 
brine  those  posts  bade  until  the 
rulebook  says  so.  It’s  a bit  like 
removing  the  lockers  frum  the 
local  lido  every  November  because 
someone  else  feels  you  oughtn’t 
swim  in  the  add  weather. 

However,  nothing,  nothing, 
says  more  about  a nation  living  ui 
sporting  denial  than  the  J]  smirk- 
ing rugby  pilches  in  one  comer  of 
South  East  London.  ] confess, 
though,  far  from  being  ah  actual 
member  of  Class  War.  ft*5  true  that 
when  l dream  these  days,  it  is 
increasingly  of  H-shaped  Welsh 
holiday  cottages  and  attractive 
boxes  of  Swan  Vestas. 

Hmmm.  1 have  much  more  to 
say  on  this  theme  bui  possibly  a lot 
of  readers  are  looking  at  me  with 
cold,  squinting  eyes  right  now. 
Besides,  m a moment  I'm  bound  to 
drift  over  into  what  I feel  is  The 
■ Real  Morning  erf  Cricket  and  that 
might  push  you  right  over  the 
odds.  ' 


□ Danny  Baker  fa  on  Talk  Radio 
(1053-I089am)  every  Saturday 
from  530pm. 


Helen  and  Tim,  best  of  the  bunch 


■ TOD  AY  far  and  away  the  airwaves*  best 
football  show  celebrates  its  50th  edition.  It  is 
Soccer  AM  on  Sky  Sports  Z which  has  beeiia  - ' 
quiet  riot  for  some  time  now  while  more  postmodern 
and  testosteroney  vehicles  have  been  grabbing  the 
laddish  attention.  Thereare  no  better  spots  anywhere 
in  sports  broadcasting  than  Third  Eye. 

Showboating  and  Pud  Commentary,  and  Helen 


Chamberlain  and  Tim  Lovejoy,  who  present  the 
show,  are  die  best  TV  pairing  since  Chris  Evans  and 
GabyRosIm  fronted  TheBigBreakfast. 

Quite  whythe  rest  afthe“straighiter"  football 
shows  at  the  station  haven't  embraced  and  trumpet- 
ed these  two  and  their  approach  is  deeply  suspi- 
cious. Serve  them  right  if  they  jump  snip  and 
rejuvenate  the  World  Cup  on  TTV. 


“Oi,  re£  what  are  you  up  to?  City's  a big  dub  you  know.  You  cant  give  a penalty  against  usT 


Face  it,  City.  You’re  history 


■ THERE’S  a scene  in  The  Deer  Hunter 

when  Robert  De  Niro  holds  up  a buOet  to  his 
drunken  workmate  and  says:  “You  see  this,  Stan- 
ley? This  is  this.  This  ain't  something  dse.  This  is 
this.’'  Like  the  rest  of  the  baffled  audience  I re- 
ceived this  information  with  a sly  grin  and  sophisti- 
cated nod  but  actually  had  no  idea  what  it  meant 
— until  this  week  when  I found  myself  in  a scream- 
ing match  with  a Manchester  City  supporter.  For 
it  suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  this  man.  Eke  most 
City  supporters  and  a great  number  of  fans  of 
otter  so-called  “sleeping  giants",  stiD  thought  that  he 
supported  a Big  Side.  That  it  was  only  a matter 
of  time  and  tinkering  until  they  inevitably  shook  off 
these  minnows  they  have  been  boarding  with 
and  swanked  around  The  Big  League  again  lighting 
cigars  with  five-pound  notes. 

He  really  believed  that  teams  such  as  City  and 
Sunderland  or  Leeds  and  Liverpool  come  to  that, 
ruled  by  divine  right  What  has  so  stirred  up  the 


Maine  Road  mob  recently  is  not  so  much  that 
their  side  might  struggle  to  nick  a draw  with  the 
Spice  Girls  but  that  the  whole  “division  one 
thing”  has  become  tedious.  They're  bored  with  it 
Ratter  grandly,  they  have  become  impatient. 

When  City  were  relegated  it  was  with  an  insou- 
ciant yawn  and  the  certain  notion  that  once  they’d 
spanked  a few  small-fry  bottoms,  they  would  re- 
turn to  the  Premiership  as  sure  as  night  foDows  day. 
They,  after  all,  were  Manchester  City.  But  chaps. 
Preston  were  once  Manchester  City.  So  were  Black- 
pool- And  Fulham.  West  Brom  and  Burnley. 

It  happens. 

While  all  glory  may  be  fleeting,  ifs  obscurity 
that  can  live  forever.  Man  City,  this  is  not  a crisis. 
Tilts  is  this. 


□ I AM  writing  this  ten  minutes  before  Man  Utd 
play  Feyenoord.  I predict  a 2-2  draw.  (Pause). 
Woohoo!  1 reckon  I placed. 


Wimps  of 
the  Arctic 


■ DURING  tiie  Tramso  v 
Chelsea  tie  the  commentator 
was  more  than  once  to  be  heard 
stating  that  foe  pitch  was  so  bad  it 
might  be  refused  by  a Sunday  side. 
For  shame.  No  pitch  is  too  bad  for 
the  dedicated  amateur.  Not  20 
minutes  fromwhere  I type  these 
words  is  barmy  BrockweU  Park, 
home  to  a selection  of  pitches  so 


sloped  that  no  sensible  side  sets  out 
to  attempt  a fixture  without  cram- 
pons. safety  harnesses  and  a crack 
team  of  snerpas.  1 once  met  a 
bunch  of  squaddies  who  ttrfd  me  of 
the  intense  matches  staged  within 
tiie  belly  of  a massive  tank  trans- 
porter flying  at  30,000ft.  If  one  side 
came  too  close  to  a winning  goal,  a 


□ 1 AM  writing  this  ten  min- 
utes before  tiie  start  of  Strasbourg 
and  Liverpool  I predict  Liver- 
pool will  win  2-1. 

{Pause.) 

I'm  getting  worse  at  this. 


simple  coded  bang  on  the  fuselage 
would  send  the  plane  nose-diving 
at  the  crucial  moment  I have  dose 
friends  who,  on  being  fared  with  a 
night  in  the  cells,  introduced 
themselves  to  their  fellow  intern- 
ees, went  three-a-side  and  were 
only  cheated  of  ultimate  victory 
when  the  bread  roll  they  were 
using  as  the  ball  gave  up  the  good 
fight  and  shattered  into  a thousand 
pieces.  So  whatever  reasons  are 
used  to  disguise  Chelsea’s  limp 
participation  in  The  Trouncing  in 
Tramso.  please  let  us  not  suppose 
that  we  are  all  such  babies. 


Who  are 
these 
weirdos? 


■ IF  YOU  are  a subscriber  to 
satellite  you’ll  know  that  the 
coverage  for  a game  kicking  off  at 
7.45pm  usually  begins  at  three  the 
previous  day.  This  is  all  well  and 
good  and  adds  to  the  subtle 
powder-keg  type  build-up.  How- 
ever. am  I alone  in  phasing  out  the 
breathless  Richard  Keyes's  open- 
ing speech  — “Welcome  indeed  to 
Hlghfidd  Road  where,  in  just 
under  five  hours'  time,  troubled 
Coventry  City  will  do  battle  with 
an  out-of-sorts  Southampton  and 
I'm  delighted  to  say  our  guests, 
Kevin  Moran  and  Brian  Kilcline, 
wQl  be  with  us  every  step  of  the 
way!"  — in  order  to  peer  across  his 
blazered  shoulder  at  the  smatter- 
ing of  lunatics  who  are  in  the 
ground  already! 

As  Butch  Cassidy  was  fond  of 
saying:  “Who  are  those  guys?" 
Who,  in  their  right  mind  gets  to  a 
football  ground  with  hours  to 
spare?  Have  they  not  pubs  to  go  to? 
Yet  there  they  are.  And  the  most 
curious  part  of  all  is  that  they  never 


seem  to  bejJaiming  some  plum 
wifi  perch  up  to 


spot  either.  They 
the  left  or  apologetically  at  the 
back  of  the  family  enclosure. 

So  who  are  they?  One  reason- 
able explanation  is  that  they  are 
simply  warm  bodies  pressed  into 
service  by  Sky  in  order  to  convince 
us  that  here  is  a very  hot  ticket 
indeed.  The  only  other  argumem 
I’ll  accept  is  that  they  are  harmless 
dummies  left  over  from  that  pecu- 
liar era  when  Arsenal  were  so 
squeamish  about  building  work  in 
progress  at  Highbury  that  they 
painted  a hideous  mural  at  one 
end  of  the  ground  to  create  the 
illusion  that  it  was  foil.  Irs  well 
documented  thar  many  dubs  lob- 
bied for  the  introduction  of  the 
more  docile  imaginary  spectator 
over  tiie  troublesome  flesh  and 
blood  real  thing.  Perhaps  it  is  this 
influence  that  flickers  on  today, 
glimpsed  only  by  the  keen-eyed 
during  Sky’s  Feast  of  Fbotball. 


□ 1 AM  writing  this  ten  minutes 
before  Chelsea  play  Tromso.  I 
foresee  the  result  but,  to  be  honest. 
I'd  sooner  suck  on  Ken  Bates’s 
beard  than  betray  my  lifelong 
abhorrence  of  these  showbiz  kids 
and  play  some  psychic  part  in 
their  victory.  (Pause).  You  know 
what?  I love  football ... 
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AFTER  a gap  of  150  years, 
cricket  is  to  go  back  on  the 
road  in  ah  attempt  to 
popularise  itself  with  tiie 
masses  (Simon  Wilde  writes^. 
Next  year,  from  March  to 
September,  a-fbur-man  team 
and  an  articulated  track  coo-, 
taining  three  portable  pitches 
and  equipment  is  to  tour  die 
country,  making  twoday 
stops  ar  seaside  resorts,  shop- 
ping centres  . and  county 
shows  in  an  attempt  to  reach 
new  audiences. 

The  England  and  Wales 
Cricket  Board  (ECB)  hopes  to 
raise  the  game’s  profile  with 
young,  people,  who  wfll  be 
encouraged  to  seek  further 
involvement  The  roadshow, 
which  mil  be  funded  by  the 
board's  recent  sponsorship 
deal  with  Vodaphone,  plans 
to  visit  as  many  of  the  GOB'S 
38  member  counties  as  pos- 
sible and  work  with  their 
youth  development  officers. 

Cricket  achieved  nation- 
wide popularity  after  William 
Clarke  took  his  AO  England 
XI  around  the  Midlands  and 
the  North  in  tiie  1S40&  It  ted  to 
tiie  birth  of  thr  county 
championship.' . 

Darren  Gough  helped  but 
as  the  roadshow  sport  the  first 
of-  fora-  days  at  the  National 
Eriubitkm  Centre,  Birm- 
ingham, yesterday.“Tbis  is 
part  of  the  buildrtip  to  the  1999 
World  Con."  he  saidTlf  we 
get  people  interested,  they  can 
help  us  win  it  and  they  can 
start  to  play  themselves."  • 


CRICKET:  MIDDLESEX  SPINNER  FACING  RANDOM  TESTS  DURING  18-MONTH  PROBATION  PERIOD 


Drugs  verdict  frees  Tufnell  for  Adams  offered 


tour  of  West  Indies  Sussex  captaincy 


PHILIP  TUFNELL  preserved 
his  England  career  yesterday 
by  persuading  a disciplinary 
hearing  at  lords  that  his 
failure  to  taken  routine  drugs 
test  last  month  was  neither 
conscious  nor  calculating.  He 
did  not  escape  punishment  but 
has  effectively  been  put  on 
probation  rather  than  sus- 
pended, leaving  him  free  to 


' By  Aian  Lee,  cricket  correspondent 


tour  West  Indies  in  the  new 
year. 

Tufnell,  who  was  chosen 
-randomly  for  a test  during 
Middlesex's  final  diampian-' 
ship  match  of  the  season,  at 
Chelmsford,  was  fined  £1.000 
and  must  pay  £250  towards, 
the  costs  of  the  hearing.  He  is 
also  subject  to  an  IB-monlh 
ban,  suspended  on  condition 
that  he  undertakes  drugs  tests 
at  unspecified  times  both  later . 
this  year  and  during  1998.  He 
has  14  days  to  appeal,  which 
seems  an  improbable  con- 
tingency. 

It  could  be  draught  thar 
Tufnell  has  escaped  - tightly. 
There  wilt  doubtless  be  suspF. 
dons  erf  a convenient  leniency 
in  the  national  cause.  This, 
however,  was  not  a straight- 
forward case  and  it  came 
down  to  the  judgment  of  afive- 
man  panel  -that  one  of  En- 
' aid’s  renowned  cricketers 
d not  been  trying  to  avoid 
detection;  indeed,  that  -his 
actions  were  not  deliberate  at 
all.  ’ 

This  was  notrtbe  finest  hour 


of  the  England  and  Wales 
Cricket  Board . (ECB).  The 
claims  of  the  new  governing 
body  that  it  rules  openly  sat 
uncomfortably  with  the  pre- 
sentation of  a press  conference 
by  a single  officer,  tiie  chief 
executive,  Tim  Lamb,  who 
preempted  questions  with  the 
disclaimer  mat  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  detailed 
proceedings. 

It  would  seem,  however, 
that  Tufnell  related  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  produce  a 
satisfactory  urine  sample  dur- 


ing the  lunch  interval  on  tiie 
relevant  day  and  that,  preoc- 
cupied by  an  eye  infection,  he 
had  simply  forgotten  to  return 
at  the  dose  erf  play.  Short  of 
concluding  that  he  was  lying, 
the  panel  had  tittle  option  but 
to  impose  something  short  of 
the  maximum  sentence,  which 
is  as  severe  far  avoiding  a 
drugs  test  as  for  failing  it. 

Tufnell,  who  was  accompa- 
nied by  his  Middlesex  captain, 
Mark  Ramprakash.  faced 
four  charges  of  breaching  the 
anti-doping  regulations  and 


MARCASPLAND 


Tufnell  heads  for  the  Grace  Gates  at  Lord’s  after 
receiving  the  decision  of  the  disciplinary  panel 


admitted  to  two.  However,  be 
strongly  denied  the  other  two. 
which  related  to  his  awareness 
and  motivation  in  avoiding 
the  tests,  and  the  panel  dis- 
missed these  charges. 

In  the  absence  of  tiie  chair- 
man of  the  panel.  Gerard 
Elias,  Lamb  was  left  to  grope 
his  way  through  the  judgment 
but  insisted  there  had  been  no 
thought  gften  to  TufneU’s 
England  commitments.  “The 
integrity  of  the  regulations  is 
more  important  than  selection 
for  a national  side,”  he  said  . 

Lamb  added:  “It  is  accepted 
by  all  concerned  that  the 
player  was  distinctly  unwell 
on  the  day  and  he  said  his 
mind  was  in  a turmoil.  He 
argued  that  he  forgot  to  take 
tiie  test  and  the  panel  had  to 
deride  whether  to  accept  this. 
Each  case  of  this  nature  has  to 
be  treated  on  its  merits  and  we 
should  nor  underestimate  the 
severity  of  the  punishment 
handed  down." 

Lamb  admitted  that  the 
episode  has  raised  questions 
about  the  efficiency  of  the 
testing  procedures  and  prom- 
ised: “We  shall  have  to  tighten 
them  up  to  ensure  this  cannot 
happen  again."  But  despite 
four  drugs  cases  coming  to 
jurisdiction  in  the  past  18 
months,  he  remains  confident 
that  criritet  does  not  have  a 
problem,  for  all  140  players 
who  submitted  to  the  proce- 
dure this  year  tested  negative. 


By  Ivd  Tennant 


CHRIS  ADAMS,  the  Derby- 
shire batsman  who  is  consid- 
ering approaches  from  other 
counties,  has  been  offered  tiie 
captaincy  of  Sussex.  Accord- 
ing to  his  agent,  Jonathan 
Barnett,  he  is  likely  to  become 
the  highest  paid  England- 
qualified  cricketer  in  the 
country. 

Barnett,  who  represents  a 
number  of  high-profile  cricket- 
ers, is  appealing  against  Der- 
byshire’s registration  of 
Adams  as  a list  one  player, 
which  limits  his  options. 
Hence  no  derision  will  be 
reached  over  his  future  until 
the  hearing  at  Lord's  on 
November  11.  Barnett  is  also 
threatening  the  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board  (ECB) 
with  legal  action  if  Adams's 
status  is  not  changed.  “Since 
the  Bosnian  ruling,  Chris 
should  be  able  to  move  coun- 
ties freely,"  he  said. 

“We  have  taken  the  advice 
of  counsel  and  there  is  a very 
good  chance  we  will  resort  to 
the  law  if  Chris  does  not 
become  a list  two  player.  His 
main  motivation  in  wanting  to 
leave  Derbyshire  is  not  money 
but  to  play  for  England." 

Two  counties  have  offered 
Adams,  who  has  yet  to  play 
Test  cricket,  a salary  of  almost 
£100.000.  A third,  Kent,  do  nor 
intend  matching  that,  but 
Derek  Ufton,  the  chairman  of 


their  cricket  committee,  re- 
mains hopeful  of  signing  him. 
Sussex  are  the  only  county  to 
offer  him  the  captaincy.  If 
Shane  Wame.  the  Australia 
leg  spinner,  had  joined  them, 
Adams  would  have  become 
either  captain,  in  succession  to 
Rater  Moores,  or  vice-captain. 

"Chris  is  likely  to  be  earning 
a basic  salary  of  around 
£20,000- £30,000  more  than 
any  other  English  cricketer," 
Barnett  said.  “As  an  agent.  I 
would  encourage  him  to  go  for 
the  best  offer,  but  he  may  well 
not  do  so  as  he  wants  to  join 
the  county  that  gives  him  the 
best  opportunity  of  playing 
Test  cricket.  Die  approach  by 
Sussex  is  an  interesting  extra 
consideration.” 

Tony  Pigott,  the  Sussex  chief 
executive,  was  cautious  when 
asked  whether  he  expected 
Adams  to  join  the  county. 
“You  do  not  know  what  can 
happen,"  he  said.  “We  have 
talked  to  Chris  but  dearly 
there  are  still  several  counties 
after  him." 

Hugh  Morris.  34.  the  Gla- 
morgan opening  batsman, 
was  yesterday  appointed  the 
new  technical  director  of  the 
ECB.  He  will  take  up  his  post 
on  November  3,  succeeding 
Micky  Stewart,  who  is  due  to 
retire  as  director  of  coaching 

and  excellence  at  the  end  of  the 


year. 


Kirsten 

thwarts 

Pakistan 


GARY  KIRSTEN  became  the 
fifth  South  African  to  cany 
his  bat  through  a Test  innings 
yesterday  as  he  led  a sterling 
recovery  from  98  for  seven  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  third 
and  final  Test  against  Paki- 
stan in  FaisaJabad. 

South  Africa  reached  239 
thanks  to  Kirten’s  century  and 
a pugnacious  81  from  Pat 
Symcox.  the  spin  bowler,  with 
whom  he  added  124  for  tiie 
eighth  wicket  Pakistan  then 
lost  both  opening  batsmen, 
Saeed  Anwar  and  Ali  Naqvi, 
while  scoring  4]  in  reply. 

Kirsten,  3a  finished  with 
exactly  100,  his  fifth  Test 
century.  "It  is  highly  satisfy- 
ing for  me  and  the  fast  thing 
is  that  J saved  my  team.'*  he 
said.  His  stand  with  Symcox 
was  a record  for  the  eighth 
wicket  against  Pakistan  in  all 
Tests,  heating  the  123-run 
partnership  between  Madan 
Lai  and  Syed  Kirmani.  of 
India,  at  the  same  ground  in 
1983.  Kirsten  hit  15  fours  in  an 
innings,  which  lasted  exactly 
five  hours. 

South  Africa,  who  were 
able  to  recall  Allan  Donald 
and  David  Richardson,  fast 
seven  wickets  in  the  first 
session  of  the  day  after 
Hansie  Cronje  won  the  toss. 
However,  the  last  three  wick- 
ets added  14L  Symcox  hitting 
nine  fours  and  two  sixes  in  a 
bold  innings  in  which  he 
faced  only  83  balls. 


Scoreboard,  page  41 
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Referees 
taken 
to  task  by 
Wenger 

By  Matt  Dickinson 


DENNIS  BERGKAMP  bids 
farewll  to  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership  for  more  than  a 
month  tomorrow,  bur  Arsene 
Wenger  has  ensured  that  his 
Dutch  striker  will  not  be  going 
quietly. 

Wenger,  the  Arsenal  man- 
ager, is  still  enraged  at  the 
three-match  suspension  his 
premier  performer  has  in- 
curred after  live  bookings  this 
season,  and  he  left  no  doubt 
yesterday  where  he  believes 
the  blame  lies.  “Dennis  has 
never  had  this  problem  be- 
fore," he  said.  “Sometimes  you 
have  the  feeling  that  he  is  a 
trophy  now  for  referees-  Who 
would  have  bet  that  alter 
eleven  games  Dennis  Berg- 
ham  p would  have  been  sus- 
pended with  five  yellow  cards? 

“Is  he  the  nasty  player  of  the 
league?  I just  don't  know  how 
it  has  happened.  He  is  not  an 
angel.  He  deserved  one  or  two 
bookings,  but  certainly  not  all 
of  them  and  not  the  one  at 
Crystal  Palace  last  week. 
Sometimes  he  does  not  get  the 
protection  with  tackles  from 
behind  and  defenders  pulling 
on  his  shirt  Maybe  it  is 
because  he  complains  to  refer- 
ees too  much  about  that  and 
they  give  him  a yellow  card 
when  he  does  not  deserve  it  I 
will  talk  to  him  about  it  when 
he  has  the  break." 

The  international  break  in 
the  middle  of  next  month 
means  that  Bergkamp  will 
sign  off  at  home  to  Aston  Villa 
tomorrow  and  then  not  be 
seen  in  Premiership  action 
until  November  30,  in  the 
home  game  against  Liverpool, 
although  he  may  be  called  up 
in  the  Coca-Cola  Cup. 

Arsenal  appear  half  the  side 
without  him.  and  maintaining 
the  leadership  of  the  Premier- 
ship will  not  be  easy  as  he 
misses  games  against  Derby 
County,  Manchester  United 
and  Sheffield  Wednesday. 
Bergkamp  has  scored  ten 
goals  in  eleven  league  games 
this  season,  and  his  absence 
for  the  l/efa  Cup  first-round, 
first-leg  encounter  with  PAOK 
Salonika,  when  Wenger’s  side 
lost  1-0,  exposed  Arsenal's  lack 
of  attacking  options  when  they 
are  without  him. 


FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


“They  seem  prepared  to  put  limbs  and  livelihoods  at  risk.  It  is  plain  that  the  match  should  not  have 


Di  Matteo  tends  Babayaro,  his  fallen  Chelsea  team-mate,  on  the  snowbound  pitch  in  Tromso.  The  Nigerian  could  count  himself  fortunate  that  he  was  not  seriously  injured  in  such  difficult  conditions 

Chelsea  get  drift  of  Uefa 


“'f  7ou  have  to  see 
V something  green  on 
-L  the  pitch.”  Ruud 
Gullit  said  after  the  fiasco  of 
Chelsea's  Cup  Winners' 

Cup  match  in  northern  Nor- 
way on  Thursday.  And  the 
fact  of  the  mailer  was  that 
one  saw  scarcely  any 
green  at  all,  unless  one  raised 
one's  eyes  above  both 
pitch  and  terraces  to  look  at 
the  majestic  fir  trees. 

There  has  been  some 
criticism  of  the  way  that  Chel- 
sea played  in  such  outra- 
geous circumstances.  A 
schadenfreude,  one  might 
say;  giant-killers  are  always 
popular  in  cup  competi- 
tions, whether  they  be  the 
Walsall  team  of  1933  that 
humbled  mighty  Arsenal  or 
the  Tromso  team  that  beat 
Chelsea  3-2  and  could  easily 
have  doubled  their  score. 

Arsenal,  all  those  years 


ago.  could  present  the  ex- 
cuse of  a weakened  team  and 
an  indulgent  referee.  Chel- 
sea's extenuation  was  some- 
what more  solid.  It  was  • 
plain  that  the  game  should 
never  have  started  and 
plainer  still  from  halftime 


onwards,  when  the  snow 
came  down,  that  fire  referee 
should  have  abandoned 
proceedings. 

“I  asked  the  Uefa  man.” 
Gullit,  the  Chelsea  player 
manager,  said,  “what  did 
he  think  about  it  He  said: ‘I 
can  understand  your  point 
of  view,  but  the  game  has  to 
go  on  because  of  the  busy 
schedule  of  Uefa.’ " 

This,  with  itsimplicar 
dons,  was  a scandalous  re- 
sponse. As  one  who  has 
spent  years  trying,  with  a 
good  deal  of  obstruction  . 
from  Uefa,  to  unravel  the 
murky  manoeuvres  of  Ital- 
ian dubs  in  European  fool- 
ball.  I have  never  had 
much  faith  in  the  European 
governing  body.  Money 
talks,  but  now  it  has  grown  so 
cacophonous  that  there  Is 
no  cbarvcc  of  anyone  of  any- 
thing else  being  heard.  - *'■ 
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Overseas  Adventure 
activities  offers 


SAILING  IN  MALTA 

Malta  Direct  Travel  50%  off  a two-day 
Taster  Course  (RYA  level).  Cua  £9S  pp  — 
offer  price  £4730  pp  (November  to  March). 
Or  choose  a four-day  Beginners'  Course 
/RYA  Lcvd  2).  Cast  £181.  offer  price  £9530. 
Available  at  the  Saritaaft  Training  Centre, 
in  nne  of  the  few  RYA  recognised  schools  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

To  qualify,  this  must  be  booked  in 
conjunction  with  a holiday  from  Malta 
Direct  Travel  Winter  97/98  {or  extended 
summer  1998).  Sample  prices:  three-night 
stay  £141  per  person:  seven-night  stay  £163 
per  person,  price  includes  midweek 
departure  from  Gatwicfc,  transfers  Malta 
airport/ hotri/airpon,  accommodation  at  the 
three-star  Roma  Hud,  5 liana,  on  a B&B 
hash  and  iftesenweofa  Malta  Direct  local 
representative.  Other  hotels  and  apartments 
are  available  and  featured  in  die  brochure. 

Regional  airport  departures  are  available 
but  may  be  subject  to  a surcharge. 

Car  rental  travel  insurance  and  other 
services  can  be  arranged  and  the  offer  is 
subject  to  the  booking  conditions  printed  in 
the  Malta  Oiled  Travel  brochures.  Cali 
0181-785  3233  for  availability  and  bookings 


: SCUBA  DIVING 


Diving  is  a fun.  safe  sport  for  all  (minimum 
age  12)  and  Regal  Hobdays  offers  you  the 
opportunity  to  explore  the  fantastic  underwa- 
ter world  uf  the  Red  Sea  where  there  is  an 
abundance  of  coral  reefy.  an  enormous  variety 
of  marine  life  and  warm  dear  water.  Their 

severwti^tr  package  indudes  £10  off  flight 
and  agranmodadon  at  either  the  Emperor 
Sports  Rooms  at  foe  Hurghada  Hilton  or  the 
Emperor  Diving  Vjibge,  Sharm  0 Sheikh, 
subject:  to  availability  Call  0B59  778  096  for 
information.  availability  and  reservations. 

Sample  prides  - Sharm  El  Sheikh  £329  to 
£499  dependent  on  dates.  Hurghada  E299to 
£489  dependent  on  dates.  PLUS,  half-price 
five-day  PADI  Open  Water  Learn  to  Dive 
Course,  normally  £175,  offer  price  £8730. 

OR.  save  ESDanu  Eastrack  Leam  a?  Dive 
Course  - normally  £260.  Offer  price  EZIO 
Offers  subject  to  availability.  Bookings 
must  be  made  direct  with  Regal  Holidays 
and  foil  deposits  received  by  March  31. 1998. 
aD  holidays  to  be  taken  by  August  31,  J99S, 

HORSE  RIDING 

Four  days  for  the  price  of  three  al  Ls 
Manga.  La  Manga  Club  Resort.  Saudi 


East  Spain.  Call  Design  Holidays  on  01444 
401  234  for  mformation^vailabiUty  and 
reservations.  Enjoy  a self-catering  holiday 
staying  in  a villa.  A four-day  package  but 
you  only  pay  for  three  — £309  per  person. 
Or.  stay  for  seven  days  far  just  £379  per 
person.  Offer  based  cn  two  people  sharing. 
Car  and  welcome  food  pack  is  included, 
plus  one  free  days  horseriding.  Tennis,  golf 
and  water?  pons  also  available  on  site  whh 
a free  tennis  assessment  if  staving  over  a 
Sunday.  Offer  available  Veaember  l 
1997  to  March  31.1998. 

30%  OFF  SKI-PNG  IN  FRANCE 

AT  Belle  Plague.  QQSOraJ  French  Alps 
CnfUaa.  Ena  Ltrwcn  0171*842841  for 
information,  availabL'hy  and  reservations. 

Save  up  lu  30%  on  brochure  prices  — four 
parsons  sharing  a Pierre  and  Vacua  self- 
catering  studio  fa  Belle  Plague,  with  direct 
access  to  the  siojxs.  Incudes  return  ferry 
crossing  for  car  and  up  to  four  passengers, 
sot-day  La  Plague  ski  pass  (one  day  Val 
dlsere.  Tignes,  Les  Arcs.  Three  Valleys) 
and  ax- day  ski  and  boot  hire. 


Jeep 

For  your  nearest  Jeep  dealer  call 

Jai)3tt>l7.W9B-£S85 

Jan  47  to  31, 1996— £205 

THERE'S  ONLY  ONE 

0800  616159 

Etidesa&d  prices 


fHf.-'tt&TtMLL- 

ADVENTURE 
; ACTIVITIES 

TOKEN  6 


CHANGING  TIMES 


There  was  a significant 
moment  in  the  second  half  on 
Thursday  when  Cdestine 
Babayaro,  Chelsea's  preco- 
cious Nigerian  left  bade, 
slipped  after  making  a chall- 
enge and  fell  awkwardly 
on  the  snow.  There  was  every 
possibility  that  be  had 
hurt  himself  badly.  After  all, 
the  worst  usuries,  as  Alan 
Shearer  knows  only  too  well, 
often  occur  in  the  most  ba- 
nal circumstances. 

In  the  event  Babayaro, 
who  had  never  seen  snow  in 
his  life,  was  able  to  get  up 
and  play  oil  But  a pitch  like 
this,  in  weather  like  that, 

constitutes  a serious  risk  to 
limbs.  - 

“Like  I said,  I am  a guy 
who  likes  to  play  football,  but 
to  play  football  in  normal 
circumstances,”  Gullit  said. 
“It’s  very  difficult  to  get 
into  the  right  mood  We  were ' 
60  percent  in  possession 

of  the  bad  the  only  thing  was 
that  it  was  difficult  to  get 
through." 

Tromso  did  not  find  it 
difficult  at  all  True,  they 
scored  their  third  goal 
when  Chelsea  were  trying  to 
replace  Leboeuf  with  My- 
ers, leaving  them  a man  short 
in  defence,  but,  against 


BRIAN 

GLANVILLE 


that  the  Norwegians  •' 
made  a myriad  of  chances, 
several  of  which  ivere  • 
missed  by  their  buriy,  blond 
centre  forward.  Lange. 

He,  with  his  fellow  hefty 
blond  Aarst  gave  Chel- 
sea’s faltering  defence  a terri- 
ble testing. 

The  way  to  play  in  such 
appalling  dmimslances  was 


dearly  to  cut  oat  the  orna- 
mental and  tfycm  had  big 
men  up  fronlto  bang  the 
ball  long  and  swiftlyupfield 
to  them — bang  itso  that 
they  could  chase  it,  rather 
than  be  obliged  to  turn,  as 
the  Chelsea  attackers  so  often 
were,  on  the  shocking 
surface. 

Conditions  certainly-de- 
teriorated in  the  second  halt 
As  Gullit  said:  "The  sec- 
ond obstacle  [the  pitch  apart] 
was  we  played  against  the 
wind  against  the  snow.  It 
gets  into  your  qres.  You,  . . 
can’t  see  nothing,  and  fireball, 
didn't  bounce.  It  was  noth- 
ing to  do  with  football7* 

It  certainly  was  not  and 
tite  whole  picture  comes  into 
perspective  when  you  re- 
flect on  how  poorly  Tromso 
had  been  doing  until  this  ’ 

^^ouSseven  ma’tdies  V.'"  “ 
and  being  obliged  to  play  in  a 
rdegation  play-offi  It  is 
ironic  indeed  that  the  first  teg, 
next  Sundry,  wifi  take 
place  in  an  indoor  stadium. 

Did  some  Chelsea  play- 
ers give  a great  deal  las  than 
others?  Was  the  team  im- 
mensely fortunate  to  be  saved 
from  humiliation  by 
Gianluca  ViallPs  two  dramat- 


ic goals?  The  answer  could 
well  be  positive,  but  again, 
even  in  the  first  half,  file 
muddy  parody  of  a pitch 
scarcely  rncourami  art- 
ists of  die  likes  of  Gianfranco 
Zola  and  Roberto  di 
Matteo. 

VtaQl  by  contrast,  hav- 
ing done  little,  came  suddenly 
and  vfljm ntfy  to  life  in  the 
dosing  minutes.  Each  of  his 
. goals  came  after  a gem  of 
a solo  run,  but  with  character- 
istic modesty  he  said  that 
be  had  been  helped  by  the 
mud.  whidi  had  restricted 
the  movement  of  the  defend- 
ers opposing  him. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Chelsea  enter  an  official 
protest  with  Uefa  at 
having  been  forced  to  play  in 
such  rircumstances.  How 
fortunate  and  unexpected 
* that  the  Uefa  official 
should  so  utterly  give  the 
game  away  with  his  re- 
marks to  Gullit 
' If  all  that  matters  now  is 
money,  if  players'  limbs  and 
livelihoods  are  to  be  put  at 
risk,  then  it  is  time  that  mem- 
bers of  Uefa,  whether  they 
be  dubs  or  national  associa- 
tions, rose  up  and  pro- 
claimed their  disgust 


Sheridan  realises  dream 
the  second  time  around 


Old  Trafford  is  busy  as 
usuaL  We  are  still  a 
few  days  away  from 
the  next  match  but  people  mill 
all  around  holding  carrier 
bags  bulging  with  Manchester 
United  paraphernalia. 

Darren  Sheridan,  shoulders 
rolling,  walks  through  the 
throng  unnoticed.  He  is  a 
short  stocky  man  with  an 
unpretentious  manner  and  an 
unpretentious  haircut,  one  of 
those  that  is  the  preserve  of 
barbers  of  a certain  age  who 

smoke  while  they  work,  cough 

into  the  back  of  your  neck  and 
have  more  opinions  than  they 
do  dean  combs. 

“I'm  playing  at  Old  Trafford 
on  Saturday."  Sheridan  tells 
his  coughing  coiffeur.  “Aye, 
and  I'm  singing  with  Frank 
Sinatra  the  weekend  after 
next"  is  the  retort.  “Ills  a 
dream  come  true,  isn’t  it?" 
Sheridan  says,  for  the  third 
rime  in  ten  minutes. 

Footballers  make  state- 
ments like  that  all  tire  time. 
Everything  is  a dream  come 
true  — the  last  goal  the  next 
game,  tire  impending  transfer, 
the  sponsorship  deal  with 
Reebok.  The  difference  is  that 
this  is  the  real  thing.  A 
Mancunian  and  a Manchester 
United  supporter,  he  will  take 
his  place  in  the  Barnsley  team 
against  United  at  Old  Trafford 
today.  If  he  looks  more  like  a 
postman,  baker,  warehouse- 
man or  labourer  than  he  does 
a footballer,  ft  is  no  coinci- 
dence because,  at  various 
times,  he  was  all  of  those  until 
a few  years  ago. 

like  his  older  brother,  John, 
Sheridan  was  an  apprentice 
footballer  with  Leeds  United. 
White  John  went  on  to  play 
regularly  for  Leeds  and  later 
with  Sheffield  Wednesday  and 
Bolton  Wanderers,  Darren 
was  released  at  IS. by  Billy 
Bremner,  then  the  Leeds  man- 
ager. "I  thought  that  was  the 
end  of  it,"  Sheridan  said.  “I 


PAH'  HI  IS 


Sheridan  lines  up  “alongside"  his  Old  Trafford  heroes 


believed  it  when 
I was  arid  I 
wasn’t  good 
enough.  John 
was  always  say- 
ing I could  make 
H in  football,  but 
I suppose  I just 
gave  up."  After  a 
stint  playing  fee: 
a pub  team  in 
Stretford,  Sheri- 
dan was  picked 
up  by  Winsford. 

United,  of  the 
Uni  Bond. 

League,  where 
he  spent  four 
seasons.  During 
that  period  he 
held  . various 
jobs  on  short 
contracts  and 
watched  Manchester  United 
as  often  as  possible.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  out  Of  work 
and  offered  to  call  at  the  shops 


ing  this  loaf 
around  my  head 
on  the  terraces. 
My  mam  wasn’t 
happy  when  I 
got  backl"  he 
said.-  Seven 
years  after  his 
rejection  by 
Leeds,  Sheridan 
finally  became  a 
professional 
footballer  when 
he  was  offered  a 
contract  by 
Barnsley,  in 
1993.  He  had  to 
leave  the 
Dannimae 
warehouse  in 
Trafford  Park, 
Manchester, 
where  . he 
worked  in  stock  control-  He 
has  been  a fixture  in  midfield 
for  tire  past,  three  seasons, 
where  his.  combative,  scurry- 


for  bread  and  milk  for  his  ing  approach  has  formed  a 
mother.  On  His  way  be  met protective-,  vanguard  '-for 
two  Mends,  about  to  board  .a  Barnsley's  more  - expansive 
train  to  London  fa-  a United  pl^.TTreobpttoftitmhisjpatii 
game  against-  Arsenal.  "I  got  today  is  -hkefy  to_  be  David 
£60  out  of  the  bank 'And  went ; Bedchanvand  .tire  contrast 

with  diem: I aided  up  swing-  could  not. ba  g^esteL  . Wipe  1 MARK  HODKINSON 


Beckham  dates  a Spice  Girl. 
Sheridan  lives  modestly  with- 
in a mile  of  Old  Trafford  with 
his  girlfriend,  Jannette,  and 
their  two  young  daughters. 

Beckham  has  patronage 
from  pan-global  companies 
while  s heri dan  is  happy  that  a 
local  ironmonger  sponsors  his 
kit  Beckham's  annual  income 
will  be  at  least  15  times  greater 
than  Sheridan's.  They  will  be 
equals  for  just  90  minutes  on 
tire  pitch  today. 

Sheridan  describes  himself 
as  a “biter  around  the  ankles" 
player  and  he  will  be  doing 
just  that  against  United.  “I 
don’t  .feel  out  of  place  at  all. 
me.  I love  it.  I think  we’ve  got 
to  get  nastier  as  a team,  if  you 
know  what  I mean.  There  are 
some  very  clever  players  in  the 
league  and  we've  got  to  get 
among  them.  I think  we've 
been  showing  them  too  much 
respect,"  he  said. 

Off  the  pitch,  Sheridan 
IS  notoriously  laid- 
back,  to  the  point  of 
not  knowing  the  surname  of 
some  of  his  team-mates.  “I 
couldn't  say  half  of  the  names 
of  the  foreign  lads  even  if  I 
could  remember.”  he  said.  “I 
just  say;  'Hey,  give , me  the 
bail/ and  they  usually  do."  He 
also  has  problems  with  the 
Yorkshire  dialect  spoken  in 
Barnsley.  Trcradcs  me  up."  he 
said.  ‘Tltey  come  up  to  me  and 
tell  me  I'm  a chuffin'  good 
player  orareet  good  ’un." 

He  smiles  constantly,  as  if, 
between  streaking,  he  is  telling 
mmsdf  private  jokes,  it  is  not 
an.  expression  of  smugness;  in 
get  js  quite  endearing. 
WouldnTyou  be  smiling?”  he 
asks..  “One  minute  Itn  in  a 
warehouse  working  all  hours, 
and  now  I'm  about  to  plav  at 
Old  Traffic,  ft* ‘a  d£am 
come  true,  isn’t  it?"  There  he 
goes  again. 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


once  more 


It  is  16  months  since  tfiafpenalty 
and  Gareth  Southgate  ha  g 
emerged  a stronger  character 


MARCASPLAND 


It  was  hard  to  take  every- 
thing in  Mien  the  final 
whistle  blew  on  that  sul- 
try night  in  Rome.  Glenn 
Hoddle,  John  Gorman,  and  a 
tight  duster  of  England  staff 
were  off  the  bench  and  dano 
ing  an  impromptu  ring-a-ring- 
a-roses  and.  away  to  the  left, 
David  Beckham.  Paul  Lnce 
and  Paul  Gascoigne  stood  tri- 
umphantly in  a line,  arms 
around  each  others  shoulders, 
saluting  the  England  -fans. 

When  they  turned  ■ and 
walked  back  towards  the 
mflee  in  the  centre  of  the  pitch, 
the  eye  followed  them  and 
roved  around  that  teeming, 
amorphous  mass  of  celebra- 
tion. Then,  suddenly,  like  a 
film  camera  that  whizzes  back 
to  something  in  a blur,  every- 
one's gaze  flicked  bade  to  a 
flurry  of  action  in  the  corner 
where  the  trio  had  been  an 
instant  before. 

This  time,  it  was  Gareth 
Southgate  who  stood  before 
the  fans.  He  was  alone  with 
his  joy.  no  one  around  him.  • 
but.  for  once,  this  man,  who 
has  for  so  long  epitomised 
grace  under  pressure,  who 
treated  the  trauma  of  his 
penalty  shoot-out  miss  against 
Germany  in  the  semi-finals  of 
Euro  96  with  candour  and 
rare  dignity,  threw  composure 
to  the  winds.  He  was  acting 
like  a man  who  had  had  a 
great  weight  lifted  from  his 
shoulders,  pumping  the  air 
wildly  witii  his  right  fist-  / 
Everyone  felt  good  for 
Southgate  that  nighL  He  is 
one  of  the  most-  respected 
players  in  the  game,  a man 
who  lives  by  a code  of  common 
courtesy  off  the  pitch  and 
honest,  skilful  endeavour  an  it 
“Sometimes  in  our  world."  he 
said,  “that  is  seen  as  bong  an 
outstanding  quality,  but  to  me 
it  should  just  be  acagpfed/y 
Sometimes,  it  seems  as  if  be 
is  almost  too  good  to  be  true: 
His  ■ transparent  .sincerity 
makes  one  fear  for  him.  al- 
most as  /though  he  ,’fP'too 
vulnerable,  too  sensible, 'too 
sensitive  to  survive  in  foot- 
ball's domain  of  flying  elbows, 
thudding  tackles  and  wheeler- 
dealing. To  prosper  as  be  has 
after  what  he  has  been 
through,  though,  there  has  to 
be  a steel  core.  There  are  other 
sides  to  his  nature. 

“"W"  ~W  Then  I ton  with  a 
\ \ / group  of  lads," 
%/%/  he  said,  "I  am 
T T going  to  be  one 
oftheoklamthefiiitifweare  . 
going  out  to  go  and  have  a 
drink  with  the  boys  and  make 
an  idiot  of  myself  as  much-as 
the  next  man.  But  there. is  a 
time  and  a place  for  that  and 
we  have  got  a responsibility  to 
conduct  ourselves  in  the  right  . 
manner  at  the  right  time.  At 
the  right  time,  though,  .you 
have  got  to  unwind  because, . 
blimey,  it  wot  Id  be  a dull  life  if 
you  didn't.-  If  -anyone  de- 
served a little  unwinding  an 
that  night  in  Rente,  It  was 
Southgate.  Gradually,  the 
happiness  of  repeated  success- 
es are  erasing  die  pain  of  the 
penalty  miss. 

Southgate  has  not  yet  been 


afforded  the  dean  shot  ar 
redemption  that  Stuart  Pearce 
was  given  against"  Spain  in 
Euro  96,  when  he  wiped  away 
the  menicay  of  -his  saved 
ipenahy  against  Germany  in 
the  semi-finals  /of  -the  1990 
World  Cup  with  an  emphatic 
spot-kick.  Pearce's ' histrionic 
reaction  showed  just  how 
much  his-,  earlier  failure  had 
been  festering  inside  him.  : 


B 


tit,  as  be  sat  on  a 
couch  at  Aston  Villa’s 
training'  ground  to 
foe  east  of  Birming- 
ham yesterday,  Southgate 
wore  the  air  of  a man  who  is  at 
last  beginning  to  believe  that 
. he  has  completed  his  atone- 
ment His  sin.  anyway,  was 
merely  that  he  had  the  aiurage 
to  take  that  sixth  penally  when 
others  ' did  not,  but  he ‘has 
suffered  for  it  nonetheless. 

He  still  gets  the  odd  poi- 
soned letter  from  poisoned 
minds  that  still  harbour  mis- 
placed.grudges  but  in  the  16 
months  since  Euro  96,  South- 
gate  has  proved  himseQf,  then 
proved'  himself-  again,  and 
. agapj.  He  was  one  of . En- , 
^and’s.  ^t  playws  inthe 
unportant  victory  over  Poland 
in  I^atowice  in  May  and 
turned  in  a flawless  perfor- 
mance  when  it  really  mattered  . 
in  Rome. 

- Last  week,  the  Villa  captain 
was  the  rode  cm  which  Athletic - 
Bilbao  foundered  , in  the  first 
leg  of  their  Uefa  Cup  second- 
round  tie  and  tomorrow  he 
Mil  stand  at  the  heart  of  the 
Villa  defence  as  it  tries  to  stop 

- lan.  Wright  and  Drams  Berg- 
katmp  consolidating  Arsenal'S 
position  at  the  head  Of  the  EA 
Carting  Premiership.  The 
chaflenges  are  coming  thick 
and  fast  and  Southgate  has 
met  them  all  The  future,  once 
again,  is  more  important  than 
the  past  ' 

“For  a spell,  something  like 
the  penalty  miss  does  knock 
-you."  Southgate  said,  “but you 
have  to  deride  whether  you, 
have  worked  hard  all  your  life 
to  then  let  one  incident  that  : 
was  not  within  the  course  of  a 
normal  game  of  football 
destroy  you,  or  whether  you- 
are  going  to  bounce  bade  and 
say.  ‘I  have  not  worked  ’ my 
socks  off  for  nine  years -to  let 
that  ruin  everything'. 


Guard  of  honour:  Southgate  has  grown  in  stature  since  Euro  96  and  has  become  a stalwart  at  the  heart  of  the  defence  for  Villa  and  England 


“After  a while,  I sat  back 
and  decided  1 was  not  going  to 
let  that  happen  and  that  I was 
going  to  be  single-minded 
enough  to  block  out  any  of  the 
negative  feelings  that  people 
have  shown  towards  me  I still 
get  the  occasional  letter,  but 
they  do  not  leave  their  address 
on  it  It  is  just  a case  of  you 
pick  it  up.  you  see  the  start  of 
it  then  you  just  rip  it  up  and 
throw  it  in  the  bin. 

“I  suppose  time  is  a healer. 
Nothing  will  ever  wipe  it  away 
completely  because  every  time 
there  is  an  article  about  you,  it 
is:  ‘Gareth  Southgate,  whose 
penalty  blah,  blah,  biah  . . 
There  is  nothing  I can  do 
about  that  But  since  that  has 
happened,  I have  been  in  the 
side  that . qualified  for  the 


World  Cup.  1 played  all  but 
one  of  the  qualifying  games 
and  I played  when  we  won  the 
tournament  in  France  in  the 
summer.  So  I could  not  have 
been  involved  In  any  more 
success. 

“Possibly  there  was  a sense 
of  catharsis  on  that  night  in 
Italy.  You  do  yearn  for  a 
moment  that  will  symbolise 
success.  You  dream  of  scoring 
the  winning  goaL  But  I played 
as  well  as  anybody  in  Poland, 
which  was  a fantastic  result 
and  I played  in  Italy  and  we 
managed  to  keep  a clean  sheet 
Sure,  you  dream  of  doing 
something  at  the  same  level  as 
the  penalty,  but  of  a positive 
nature. 

“It  is  great  to  have  the 
adulation  of  the  crowd,  but 


having  the  respect  of  your 
team-mates  and  of  the  man- 
agement and  them  being 
happy  witii  the  job  you  have 
done  is  enough  praise. 

“ V “people  do  remember 
LJthe  penalty  because 
I it  is  the  first  thing 
JL  they  mention  in  con- 
versation. I can’t  do  anything 
about  that.  I must  just  try  to 
achieve  as  much  as  I can  in  my 
career  and  hope  that  it  will  be 
a reasonably  insignificant  part 
of  it  in  the  end." 

That,  indeed,  is  the  way 
things  seem  to  be  shaping  up. 
With  all  his  first-choice  de- 
fenders fit.  Hoddle  chose 
Southgate  above  others  for  the 
match  against  Italy,  and  it 
now  seems  certain,  barring 


injury,  that  he  will' be  in  the 
squad  for  the  World  Cup 
finals  next  summer. 

At  6ft.  he  is  one  of  the 
smaller  central  defenders.  He 
remembers  turning  up  for  his 
first  England  training  session 
and  seeking  reassurance  from 
Terry  Venables,  then  the  nat- 
ional team  coach,  that  his 
height  would  not  be  a prob- 
lem. Twenty-one  caps  later,  he 
knows.  “I  just  have  to  try  to 
use  my  brain  and  try  to  pinch 
things  in  front  or  behind 
bigger  men."  Southgate  said. 
"1  have  to  try  to  read  things  a 
bit  quicker." 

He  has  got  so  good  at  it.  has 
become  such  an  integral  part 
of  the  England  set-up.  thar 
Hoddle  even  encouraged  him 
in  a little  subterfuge  before  the 


game  in  Rome.  Southgate  had 
passed  a fitness  test  on  a thigh 
injury  the  day  before  the 
game,  but  the  England  coach 
encouraged  him  to  appear 
lacklustre  in  the  final  open 
training  session  because  it 
might  encourage  the  Italians 
to  think  that  he  was  not  fit  and 
confuse  their  planning. 

“it  was  actually  fairly  genu- 
ine." Southgate  said,  “because 
I had  been  suffering  with  the 
injury  all  week.  1 could  nor 
quite  see  the  Italians  thinking: 
‘Oh  my  God.  Southgate's  not 
playing,  weTe  in/  but  it  did  no 
harm.  Still,  the  Royal  Shake- 
speare Company  hare  not 
been  on  yet."  Wise  people,  the 
RSC  they  can  spot  a man  who, 
does  not  need  to  hide  behind  a 
false  identity. 


Sillett  in 
trouble 
after 
flare-up 

By  Russell  Kempson 


PORTSMOUTH'S  fall  from 
grace  — from  fourth  place  in 
the  Nationwide  League  first 
division  in  August,  to  23rd 
before  the  game  against  Hud- 
dersfield Town  this  afternoon 

— has  been  accompanied  by  a 
plethora  of  disciplinary  prob- 
lems. They  have  had  four 
players  sent  off  this  season 
and.  yesterday.  Neil  Sillett 
their  physiotherapist  was 
charged  with  misconduct  by 
the  Football  Association. 

Sillett  ran  on  to  the  pitch 
during  the  game  against 
Bradford  City  at  Fratton  Park 
on  Tuesday  to  treat  Fitzroy 
Simpson,  the  Portsmouth 
midfield  player,  who  had 
been  fouled.  However,  he 
appeared  to  become  involved 
in  confrontations  with  Darren 
Moore,  the  Bradford  player, 
and  Chris  Kamara,  the 
Bradford  manager. 

Kamara  has  also  been 
charged  with  misconduct 
“They  have  14  days  to  respond 
to  the  charge  and  request  a 
personal  hearing,"  an  FA 
spokesman  said. 

Portsmouth,  who  have  a 
£10,000  suspended  fine  hang- 
ing over  them  after  previous 
misdemeanours,  will  at  least 
be  relieved  that  they  will  not 
face  charges  arising  from  the 
incident 

Huddersfield  are  not  going 
too  well,  either  — they  are  the 
only  dub  below  Portsmouth 

— and  Peter  Jackson,  their 
new  manager,  has  received  a 
short,  sharp  lesson  in  how  to 
deal,  and  how  not  to,  in  the 
transfer  market  Jackson 
thought  he  had  signed  up 
Michael  Evans,  the  South- 
ampton striker,  for  £750,000 
but  was  gazumped  by  Ray 
Harford,  the  West  Bromwich 
Albion  manager. 

“Next  time.  I think  I’U  play 
my  cards  closer  to  my  chest" 
Jackson  said.  “We  made  a big 
bid  for  Michael  eariier  in  the 
week  but  since  then.  West 
Brom  did  the  same  and  he 
decided  to  go  there." 

Harford  needed  Evans  to 
replace  Paul  Peschisolido. 
who  yesterday  joined  Ful- 
ham, the  second  division  side, 
for  a fee  of  £1.1  million.  It 
takes  the  spending  of  Kevin 
Keegan,  Fulham's  chief  oper- 
ating officer,  to  £1.6  million 
since  he  and  Ray  Wilkins,  the 
manager,  took  over  at  Craven 
Cottage  last  month. 

“This  is  a sensible  signing." 
Keegan  said,  “but  don't  expect 
us  to  spend  silty  money 
because  we  won't  This  is  the 
right  player  at  exactly  the 
right  price." 

Stockport  County  have  also 
broken  their  transfer  record, 
albeit  more  modestly,  with  the 
capture  of  Paul  Cook,  the 
Tranmere  Rovers  midfield 
player,  for  £250,000. 

Another  manager  in  the 
FA’s  bad  books  yesterday  was 
Nigel  Spademan,  who  takes 
his  unbeaten  Sheffield  United 
side  to  play  West  Bromwich 
at  The  Hawthorns  today.  He 
has  been  charged  with  mis- 
conduct after  allegedly  mak- 
ing remarks  to  the  referee 
alter  the  2-2  draw  at  home  to 
Queens  Park  Rangers  on 
Saturday. 


war  on 


ASTON  VILLA  welcomed 
Bordeaux  supporters  to  VUJa 
Pkrk  with  a message,  in 
FnsKfr,  in  the  match  pro- 
gramme for  their  Uefa  Cup 
first-round,  second-leg  match. . 
ft  was  an  admirable  effort 
spoilt  only  by  a slight  hiccup 
tn  the  translation  of  the  wam- 
toj&jhot'to  bring  anything - 
afojfcbfic  into  tiie  ground.  The 
***d-“boissan5"  {drinks}  had 
“poissons”-  {fish), 
.which  caused  much  mirth 
the  Bordeaux -faithful 
‘“■themost  fanatical  of  which, . 
raft®-  appropriately,  are  rrick- 
the  “Piranhas".  Villa 
Security  chiefs  later  reported 
bream,  four  roadi  and 
*8™  pike,  in  varying  states  of 
were  confiscated  at  the 
tanstiJes. 

Ageing  Ranger 

Ij*1*!  Barker,  the  Queens-. 
Rangers  midfield  player, 
deffghfed  go  receive  a call 
7*£ppear  on  a panel  of  experts 
™ ^television  football  show, 
k is  approaching  the 
stage  of.  his  career. 


Barker,  32.  was  grateful  that 
he  should  .be  selected  for  such 
an  honour.  However,  he  was 
less  enamoured  when  he  dis- 
covered the  topic  for  conversa- 
tion — ’“Players  . Getting 
Old".  , ■- 

Faux  pas  No  1 

Liverpool’s.  French  farts  ap- 
parently developed  long  be- 
fore the  first  whistle  of  their 

Uefa  Cup  second-round,  first- 

leg  match  in  Strasbourg  on 
Tuesday,  in  whichthey  tum- 


RusmH 

Kampson 


bled  to  a 3-0  defeat.  In  a 
French  magazine  interview 
that  was  published  on  the  day 
of  the  game,  David  James,  the 
Liverpool  goalkeeper,  hardly 
endeared  himself  to  tiie  locals 
. with  his  Initial  response  to  the 
questiorwtnd-answer  article. 
Q:  "What  do  you  know  about 
Strasbourg?"  A;  “It  begins 
with  the  letter  'S’.  I thought  it 
was  in  Germany;"  Hie  latter 
observation  is  akin  to  calling  a 
Scotsman  English ...  no  won- 
der the  “Calamity  James" 
nickname  fives  on. 


SWINDON  TOWN  may  have  bowed  put  of  the  FA 
Youth  Cup  on  Wednesday  but  they  were  .not  too 
downhearted.  Their  3-2  defeat  against  “Haraiester.  United" 
was  staged  only  for  tiie  benefit  of  television  — namely 
OreamTeam,  the  64-eptsode  satellite  soap  — and  defeat 
had  been  written  into  the  script  - ....  , 

Filming  took  place  attiw  Bushey  Studios  near  Watford. 
“It  was  a really  enjoyable  day  out,”  Tommy  Wheddon,  the 
Swindon  you* . team,  .manager,  said..  Wheeldon’S  son, 
Thomas  Jr,  the  former  .Swindon  youth  captain  but  now  bit- 
• part  acior  and  Harchester  United  superstar,  set  up  the  deal. 
“I  even  accepted  a bung  from  a Dream  Tea tn  director, 
which  will  pay  for  om  Christmas  dinner,”  Wheddon  Sr 

said-^But  don't  telltheFA." 


fn  the  mad,  mad,  mad,  mad 
world  of  football,  success  is 
little  guarantee  of  continued 
employment.  Como  lay  fourth 
in  the  Italian  third  division, 
after  an  unbeaten  run  of  two 
victories  and  four  draws,  but 
Mario  Beretta,  the  coach,  still 
got  the  bullet  Enrico  Pneziosi, 
the  club  president,  pulled  the 
trigger  and  then  explained:* It 
was  a tough  but  reasoned 
derision.”  Absolutely. 

Grim  reminder 

Followers  of  Athletic  Bilbao, 
Aston  Villa's  opponents  in  the 
Uefa  Cup  second  round,  pro- 
vided a heart-warming  oon- 
. elusion  to  tiie  first  leg  of  the  tie, 
which  finished  0-0,  m the  San 
Mames  Stadium  on  Tuesday 
night.  Despite  frustration  at 
their  side’s  inability  to  score, 
they  applauded  the  small 
band  of  Villa  fans  and  demon- 
strated that  inter-dub  rivalry 
can  be  conducted  in  a pleasant 
and  civilised  manner.  How- 
ever, lurking  beneath  the  sur- 
face was  a reminder  of  the 
troubles  that  still  afflict  Bil- 
bao. ETA  the  Basque  separat- 
ist movement  is  believed  to 
have  strong  links  with  the  IRA 
in  Ireland  and  an  Irish 
tricolour  hung  from  a guard 
rail  in  the  San  Mames.  It  bore 
a familiar  message:  “We’ve 
not  gone  away,  you  know." 

STRANGE  BUT  TRUE: 
Manchester  City  have  five 
pairs  of  players  with  the  same 
surname  — the  Whitleys, 
Motleys,  Fentons,  Browns 
and  McNabs. 


Part-time 
option  may 
suit  Irish 

NORTHERN  Ireland  could 
appoint  a part-time  manager 
to  succeed  Bryan  Hamilton, 
who  was  dismissed  on  Thurs- 
day (Russell  Kempson  writes). 
Speculation  that  it  might  be 
Martin  O’Neill  the  Leicester 
City  manager,  coincided  with 
a drop  of  16p  in  the  Leicester 
shares,  which  were  floated  on 
the  Stock  Market  yesterday, 
from  the  opening  trading 
price  of  £1.10. 

Jim  Boyce,  the  president  of 
the  Irish  Football  Association, 
said:  “If  a part-time  appoint- 
ment is  the  right  way  forward, 
then  we  will  do  that  I would 
prefer  a full-time  manager  but 
we  won’t  appoint  someone 
fufl-time  if  a part-time  candi- 
date is  better.” 

O'Neill  reacted  with  caution 
and  characteristic  humour. 
“I'm  stunned  that  I can  have  an 
effect  on  the  Stock  Market  bull 
would  rather  not  make  any 
comment  on  tiie  situation  at 
this  stage,"  he  said.  “I  don’t 
know  the  ins  and  oats  of  what 
would  be  involved.” 

Other  contenders  for  the 
job  include  Jimmy  Nicholl 
the  Raj'th  Rovers  manager, 
Danny  Wilson,  of  Barnsley, 
Sammy  Mcllroy,  of  Maccles- 
field Town,  and  Jimmy 
Quinn,  the  Peterborough  Uni- 
ted striker  and  former  Read- 
ing manager. 


A TYT  0800  number  can  aliraci  up  m GOV  mure  calkih&n 
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FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


LIVERPOOL 

v 

DERBY  COUNTY 
Tpday,  3.0  (sold  out) 


l David  Maddock 

\W  T Who  would  be  a 
■ - manager?  The 

1 ^ -Ti  differing  for- 
B * * _ flj  tunes  of  the  two 
9 " m)  on  display  in  this 
CP  lot  match  illustrate 

1 the  precarious 

nature  of  the  football  business. 
In  the  red  comer.  Roy  Evans, 
underwhelming  and  under  pres- 
sure. Defear  here  is  a real 
possibility  after  a rotten  week, 
and  would  no  doubt  solicit  yet 
more  headlines  wondering 
about  the  location  of  his  P45. 

In  the  white  comer  is  Jim 
Smith,  thrust  into  the  limelight 
after  what  seems  a lifetime  of 
lurking  in  the  management  twi- 
light. Who  would  have  thought, 
as  his  bus  pass  approaches,  that 
he  would  receive  the  recognition 
he  has  always  deserved. 

Smith  knows  alt  about  failure; 
his  time  at  Newcastle  United,  for 
instance,  prepared  him  for 
everything  the  management 
game  could  throw  at  him,  but  the 
vagaries  of  this  business  still 
provide  amusement.  “Roy  took 
his  side  to  within  a whisker  of 
the  title  and  the  semi-final  of  a 
European  competition,  and  still 
people  question  him."  he 
laughed.  “God  knows  what 
they'll  make  of  my  record.’" 

The  problem  for  Evans  is  that 
the  time  has  arrived  for  tangible 
success  in  the  form  of  trophies.  It 


is  perception,  as  much  as  any- 
thing. that  has  worked  against 
him.  As  well  as  they  played 
before  the  past  week,  no  one  — 
not  least  the  Liverpool  support- 
ers — can  see  his  present  team 
winning  the  league  . 

It  may  be  that  same  of  his 
players  cannot  see  it  either  and 
that  would  lead  to  an  exodus 
potentially  for  more  damaging 
than  recent  results.  The  solution? 
We  may  receive  some  clues  this 
afternoon.  Evans  knows  that  he 
must  strengthen  his  defence,  but 
until  the  cavalry  arrives,  he  must 
tinker  once  more  with  a back  line 
thar  could  not  stop  a watch. 
Ruddock  is  likely  to  be  stood 
down,  along  with  McAteer  and 
possibly  even  that  figure  straight 
out  of  Its  a Knockout,  Stig  Inge 
Bjomebye. 

Expect  more  changes,  with 
Riedle  and  possibly  Thomas  set 
to  return,  and  Redknapp  rested. 
Redknapp  performed  well  with- 
in the  confines  of  a dismal 
performance  in  France,  and  he 
will  be  looking  closely  at  devel- 
opments in  the  next  few  weeks, 
given  impending  contract  talks. 

As  for  Derby,  well  they  will 
not  want  to  tinker  with  a 
winning  formula.  Victory  in 
midweek  would  have  launched 
them  into  the  nose-bleed  territo- 
ry of  fourth  place,  and  Smith 
sees  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
continue. "Derby  are  becoming  a 
side  to  be  reckoned  with",  was 
his  calm,  and  increasingly  accu- 
rate assertion. 

LIVERPOOL  [probable,  4-4-2)’  0 Janes  — R 
Jones.  MWngfit.  B T Kvarme.  S KarVrwss  — S 
McMararrun.  M Thomas.  P Irtce.  O 
Leonfurdsen  — K Rnde.  R FmWO. 

DERBY  COUNTY  [pobatte  3-4-3}-  M Room 
— G Roweft.  C DaiHy.  J Larsen  — L Cafsley,  A 
AsanoMC.  P TraHope  C Powell  — D Srumdge. 
F Balano.  P Wanchape 
Referee:  G>  Wilaid 

■ TELEVISION;  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day.  BBC1 10.50pm,  extended 
highlights. 

■ PREDICTION:  Sorry  Roy.  Derby 
to  sneak  a draw. 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 

BLACKBURN  ROVERS 
Today,  3.0  (sold  out) 


Ivo  Tennant 
There  is  no  re- 
spite for  Ken- 
ny Dalglish. 
Three  days 
after  losing  to 
PSV  Eindho- 
ven in  the 
Champions'  League. 
Newcastle  United  face  his 
resurgent  former  club.  Black- 
burn Rovers,  who  are  in 
second  place  in  rhe  FA  Carling 
Premiership.  Mental  as  much 
as  physical  resilience  will  need 
to  be  ro  the  fore. 

Only  this  week,  Birming- 
ham City  took  the  view  that 
Steve  Bruce,  ar  36,  should  no 
longer  be  asked  to  play  two 
matches  a week.  Ian  Rush, 
who  is  the  same  age,  led  the 
Newcastle  attack  on  his  own 
last  Wednesday,  as  he  did 
against  Leeds  United  the  pre- 
vious weekend,  and  he  is 
j likely  to  have  to  do  so  again 
today. 

Tom  as  son  will  play  just 
behind  him.  in  addition  to 
their  long-standing  injury 
problems,  Newcastle  will 
have  to  make  do  without 
! Given,  the  former  Blackburn 
goalkeeper,  who  is  due  to  take 
j part  in  Ireland's  World  Cup 
| qualifying  match  against  Bel- 
[ gium  next  week. 

The  likelihood  is  that 
Dalglish  will  choose  Hislop 
ahead  of  Smicek,  as  he  did 
against  Hull  City  recently.  If 
he  does,  Smicek  will  in  all 
probability  look  to  leave  the 
dub. 

As  for  Blackburn,  it  is 
exactly  a year  since,  under  the 
management  of  Ray  Harford, 
the)-  were  bonom  of  the  Pre- 
I - miersliip  and  without  a vic- 
tory. Several  of  their  players, 
uf  "course,  know  Dalglish's 
methods  and  his  psychology 
all  too  well,  In  Roy  Hodgson. 

I Blackburn  have  a manager 
| whom  Stuart  Ripley  calls  "a 
foot  bulling  scientist". 

Hodgson's  tactic  of  revert- 
ing to  two  wingers  is  succeed- 
ing. Duff,  a protege  of 
Dalglish's,  is  performing  well 
on  rhe  left,  as  is  Ripley  on  the 
right.  He  showed  consider- 
able flair  in  the  match  against 
Southampton  last  Saturday 
and  his  tussle  with  John 
Beresford  this  afternoon  could 
decide  the  outcome. 

Wilcox  is  injured,  but  Sher- 
wood and  Sutton,  who  is 
looking  to  attract  Glenn 
Hoddiels  attention,  are  also  in 
excellent  form.  A Blackburn 
victory  is  the  most  feasible 
result 

NEWCASTLE  UNrrEDIpfOBJWo  4-«-2f  S 
Miscap — S W.UXH,  0 PeiEOC*.  S J 
Hctj&.'s'S  — KGUesise  RLce  D Batr/. « 
Eart3>i  — J 0 TorracMP,  I Rjsh 
BLACKBURN  ROVERS  (pretMbfe.  4-1-2) 
7 Rulers  - C Cwrw.  S Henchoz.  C 
rta-KJry.  G 09*—  S T Shenwotf  L 

gefvflp.  0 OuH  — *.  Gatfartw  C Solon 

Ratanw.  JWWar 

■ TELEVISION:  Today:  Match 
of  the  Day.  goal  highlights 

■ PREDICTION:  Blackburn  to 
win  1-0  or  2-1 


Mark 
Hodkinson 

Spiritual  assis- 
tance was  called 
upon  this  week 
and  it  helped 
Barnsley  to 
record  a win  after 
five  consecutive  league  defeats. 
Reverend  Peter  Amos,  die  dub 
chaplin.  urged  140  churches  in 
the  Barnsley  diocese  to  pray  for 
Danny  Wilson’s  team  and  poor 
Coventry  suffered  a 2-0  defeat  on 
Monday. 

Neil  Redfeam.  the  Barnsley 
captain,  has  no  qualms  about 
taking  on  football  aristocracy. 
"We  have  the  players  and  the 
character  to  get  a result."  he  said. 

United  have  had  their  usual 
high-profile  week,  beating 
Feyenoord  in  the  Champions’ 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 

V 

BARNSLEY 
Today,  3.0  (sold  out) 


League  and  finding  themselves 
linked,  at  last  count,  with  two 
dozen  strikers.  David  Beckham 
has  upset  Arie  Haan.  Feyenoord ’s 
manager.  “He  deliberately  hurt 
my  players."  Haan  whingedL 
Beckham  will  find  Barnsley  more 
willing  to  put  shinpads  to  the  test 


a Peter  Robinson 
Had  you  looked 
at  this  fixture  two 
weeks  ago.  you 
would  have 
thought  "nothing 
game",  but  then 
these  two  teams 
met  in  the  Coca-Cola  Cup, 
another  nothing  game  in  a noth- 
ing tournament  and  all  hell 
broke  loose.  Coventry  won  4-1 
and  Howard  Kendall,  the 
Everton  manager,  stormed  on  to 
the  pitch  after  the  final  whistle  to 
remonstrate  with  his  players. 
There  was  a lack  of  passion,  a 
lack  of  feeling  and  the  lack  of  a 
will  to  fight  for  the  club."  he  said. 
“I'm  sorry,  but  I can’t  have  that.’’ 

Everton  got  the  message.  Next 
and  against  the  odds,  Liverpool 
were  Beaten  2-0.  Now  comes  the 


COVENTRY  CITY 
v 

EVERTON 
Today.  3 0 


rematch,  the  chance  to  make 
amends.  Everton  will  be  w'ound 
up  to  the  limit  for  this  or.e. 

With  Bilic  and  Phelan  on 
World  Cup  duly,  they  will  proba- 
bly be  unchanged  from  their 
Merseyside  derby  win.  Coventry, 
with  something  to  prove  them- 


Three  United  defenders  are 
struggling  with  injuries.  David 
May  will  be  out  for  a month  with 
a tom  thigh  muscle,  while 
Johnsen  and  Berg  face  late  fitness 
tests.  Berg’S  injury  was  an- 
nounced initially  as  a buttock 
strain,  but  has  now  mysteriously 
moved  to  his  hamstring,  no  doubt 
to  spare  his  blushes.  Barnsley  are 
injury  free,  though  Hendne  is 
still  not  quite  match  fit 

MANCHESTER  UNITED  (probable  4-4-2):  P 
Scfcmechd — S Nwfle,  R Johnsen.  G Pafater, 
0 bwr.  — D BecWwm,  N Bun,  R Oggs.  P 
Sedates  — E Shemgharrv  A Cote. 

BARNSLEY  Iprabaeie  4-4-2)'  D Watson  — N. 
Eaden  ,A  deZeauw,  AKnzan,  N Thompson  — M 
BullocK.  D Sheridan.  N Rodham.  0 Bamaref — A 
Ward  AUddeL 
Referee:  M ffifey. 

■ TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day.  goal  highlights. 

■ PREDICTION:  A win  for  United, 
but  not  by  the  expected  margin. 


selves  after  losing  to  Barnsley  on 
Monday  night,  will  be  without 
Breen,  the  central  defender, 
another  involved  in  World  Cup 
play-offs.  Williams,  no  longer 
suspended,  should  replace  him. 
Dublin  is  still  serving  his  tune 
and  Huckerby  may  return  from 
injury.  Coventry  are  one  of  only 
four  teams  still  unbeaten  at  home 
in  the  FA  Carling  Premiership 
this  season.  They  face  a battle  to 
maintain  that  record  today. 

CXIVENTRYCfTY (possible' 4-4-2J  SOytrane 
— R Nfcson.  G Shaw.  A VYrtams,  0 Buttons  — 
J SjUko,  G McAflisJsr.  W Boland.  M Hal  — K 
LiSTtaoume.  D Hud-?»by 
EVERTON  (probable.  44 -2j  N Souths  - E 
Sorer.  C Short.  D Watson.  A Hnchdifie  — G 
STuarr.  A Wltatrraon.  G Spooa.  J Oder  — D 
CariamE.'W’.  □ Ferguson 
Referee:  5 Lodge 

■ TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day,  goal  highlights. 

■ PREDICTION:  Away  win. 


Keith  Pike 
The  resistible 
force  meets  the 
moveable  object 
as  Crystal  Palace, 
who  have  man- 
aged just  nine 
goals  in  11  league 
games,  take  on  a Sheffield  Wed- 
nesday team  that  has  conceded  26 
in  the  same  number  of  matches. 
David  pleat  puts  a high  premium 
□n  entertainment,  but  even  the 
Wednesday  manager  is  sounding 
a little  careworn  as  his  side 
hovers  near  the  foot  of  the  table. 

"We  must  make  sure  that  if  we 
do  score  two  ar  three  goals  [which 
they  have  in  their  past  four 
ouringsj.  it  is  enough  to  win  the 
game  [which  it  has  been  only 
oncel."  he  said,  ff  Kevin  Press- 
man stopped  doing  his  Ed  de 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 

CRYSTAL  PALACE 
Today,  3.0 


Goey  impression  in  goal  it  w ould 
help. 

Pleat  is  likely  to  rest  his 
Norwegian.  Rudi,  and  put  his  lire 
on  Carbone  and  Di  Canid  to  con- 
tinue in  harness  up  front.  It  is  the 
absence  of  an  Italian,  though, 
that  Pixlace  must  counter  - and 


then  some.  With  Lombardo  away 
on  World  Cup  duty.  Steve  Coppell 
must  replace  not  only  his  midfield 
engine-room,  but  also  his  most 
creative  player  and  a useful  goal- 
scorer.  Pleat  is  most  unlikely  to  let 
him  start  with  13  men.  so  Coppell 
will  probably  give  Bonefti  — yes. 
another  Italian  — his  debut  Dyer 
may  replace  the  hamstrung 
Warhursi.  Smith,  signed  from 
Wolves  this  week,  may  also  start 

SFEFrteLD  WEDNESDAY  ipoKfck*  -M-2)-  K 
Pressman  — I Nolan.  J Nmwme.  D Waiter.  D 
Srehrsnc  — G ilrtwunqham.  J Manflion,  W 
Cc'2rs  M Psmincjgo  — a CLuKxvj,  P O'  Careo 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  Iprabaae.  3-5-21  K 

— A Lrvf&n.  U Eritwrtfry.  H Wwbarsson  — J 

£.-v*  I Bonso*  A Roberts.  S ftodgar.  0 Gordon 

— 3 Dyer  N STBpertpy 
Referee  0 GaEagnei. 

■ TELEVISION:  Today:  Match  of 
the  Day.  goal  highlights 

■ PREDICTION:  Lots  ot  gods,  the 
majority  to  Wednesday. 


SNfck  Szczepanik 
In  the  week  of 
baseball’s  World 
Series,  it  seems 
appropriate  to 
note  the  success  of 
some  red  sox.  if 

you  will  pardon 

the  spelling,  on  the  south  coasL 
Southampton's  change  of  leg 
wear,  from  effete  white  to  robust 
red.  three  weeks  ago  brought 
them  their  biggest  victory  of  the 
season.  3-0  against  West  Ham 
United,  in  the  FA  Carling  Pre- 
miership. Then  again,  perhaps  it 
had  something  to  do  with  David 
Jones,  the  manager,  being  able  to 
select  from  an  injury- free  squad 
for  die  first  time. 

Today,  with  Matthew  Le 
Ussier  expected  to  return  after 
missing  the  narrow  defeat  away 


SOUTHAMPTON 

v 

TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 
Today.  3.0  (sold  Out) 


to  Blackburn  Rovers  last  Satur- 
day. and  David  Hirst,  who 
always  seemed  to  do  well  at  The 
Dell  as  a visitor,  making  his 
home  debut,  Southampton,  al- 
though bottom  of  the  table, 
should  unproveon  their  1-0  defeat 
in  this  fixture  last  year. 


Tottenham,  of  course,  will  also 
have  a spring  in  their  step  after 
the  win  over  Sheffield  Wednes- 
day last  Sunday.  Jose  Domin- 
guez, injured  in  that  match,  is 
likely  to  be  fit  today  and  Darren 
Anderton,  who  made  a brief 
appearance  as  substitute  and 
played  45  minutes  of  a midweek 
reserve  game,  will  probably  be 
involved  at  some  stage. 

SOUTHAMPTON  (praboW*.  4-3-1-a  ? Jones 
— J Codd.  K Montou.  C Lundefvaro.  SChorton 
— M Oaittey.  K Richjidscio.  C — M Le 
Towr — KOaaes.  OHesr 
TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  (probata.  4-4.2J-  l 
YijBiet  — S Can.  3 C*T»bel.  R Vegs.  J 
Eficfc-Jitfi  — R Foil  □ Howflls.  A Snw,  D 
SxsJa  — J Dotnnguoi  C AimS/w*}. 

Referee:  NESany 

■ TELEVISION:  Today.  Match  of 
the  Day.  goal  highlights. 

■ PREDICTION:  Both  teams  to 
continue  their  improvemenL  with  a 
point  each 


ARSENAL 

ASTON  VILLA 
Tomorrow,  4.0  (sold  out) 


Oliver  Holt 
Aston  Villa 
have  effected  a 
modest  rally, 
after'a  start  to 
the  season 
that  brought 
them  four  con- 
secutive defeats,  but  their  loss 
of  two  key  players  through  the 
World  Cup  qualifying  play- 
offs and  their  failure,  ro  for,  to 
dinch  the  signing  of  Paul 
Gascoigne,  will  leave  diem  at 
a distinct  disadvantage  in  the 
match  against  Arsenal  at 
Highbury  tomorrow. 

Fresh  from  a fine  Uefa  Cup 
performance  in  Spain  against 
Athletic  Bilbao,  Villa  are  still 
languishing  in  thirteenth 
place  in  the  FA  Carling  Pre- 
miership and  will  be  deprived 
of  Savo  Milosevic  and  Steve 
Staunton,  both  on  duty  far 
their  respective  countries. 

Stan  CoUymore.  their  trou- 
bled striker,  is  suspended 
after  his  sending-off  at  Bolton 
Wanderers  three  weeks  ago, 
and  Ian  Taylor  is  doubtful 
through  injury. 

That  should  be  more  than 
enough  to  sink  Villa  against 
an  Arsenal  team  that  will  be 
dose  to  full  strength  and  keen 
to  consolidate  their  position  at 
the  top  of  the  table  before 
Dennis  Bergkamp  submits  to 
a three-match  ban_ 

Marc  Overmars,  their  left 
winger,  who  missed  the 
goalless  draw  away  to  Crystal 
Palace  last  week,  is  out  with  a 
foot  injury  and  is  the  only 
serious  worry. 

It  should,  nevertheless,  be  a 
fascinating  battle  between  a 
Villa  back  three,  likely  to 
comprise  Gareth  Southgate, 
Ugo  Ehiogu  and  Ricardo 
Schneca.  and  Bergkamp  and 
lan  Wright 

“There  is  no  question  that 
this  season  has  been  very 
disappointing  in  terms  of  the 
league  position,"  Southgate 
said  yesterday.  "I  have  had  a 
moan  about  it  in  foe  last 
couple  of  weeks,  but  we  can- 
not afford  to  be  too  negative. 
We  have  got  to  start  looking 
forward  and  taking  the 
positives  from  our  European 
performances." 

ARSENAL  t4-t2i  D Seaman — l toon.  S 
BouVl  A Adams.  NV/rtstjum  — R PBrtouc. 
E PtSiL  P Vara.  M O.wmare  — 0 
Boigkanp.  | Wrtg«. 

ASTON  VILLA  M Bosncti  — R 
somoca.  5 U Ehagu  — F 

Nalsan.  3 Qjkw.  M Drape*,  S Grayson,  A 
Wrtght  — C Ywkfl.  J Jeaawn. 

Referee:  P Gudim 

■ TELEVISION:  Tomorrow: 
Live  on  Sky  Sports  1,  from  3pm. 

■ PREDICTION:  Arsenal  to  win 
at  a canter 


Brilliant  insights  or  hopeless 
guesses?  Check  our  winters' 
predictions  against  their  - 
weekend  match  reports.  . 


David  Maddock 
Noel  Blake  has 
served  his  sus- 
pension — and 
aren’t  Bpfton 
glad.  They  have 
suffered  in  the 
Wales  interna- 
tional's absence  and  are,  omi- 
nously, stuck  in  the  bottom  three 
of  the  Premiership. 

It  is  a position  that  their 
manager,  Colin  Todd,  finds  un- 
comfortable. “When  we  were  in 
foe  Premiership  last  time,  we  got 
off  to  a terrible  start,  and  it  was 
something  that  we  never  recov- 
ered from.”  he  said. 

"We  knew  foal  we  had  to  get 
off  to  a much  better  start  this 
season.  So  far,  we  have  played 
welt,  but  not  really  got  the  results 
we  have  deserved.  It  has  been  a 
slow  start  but  it  is  much  better 
than  two  seasons  ago." 

At  least  Bolton  have  finally 
recorded  their  first  win  at  the 
new  Reebok  Stadium,  albeit  in 
the  Coca-Cola  Cup  against  Wjm- 
bledon. 

They  are  catching  Chelsea  at 
foe  right  time,  as  Ruud  Gullit 
recognises.  "It  is  always,  difficult 
playing  in  the  Premiership  after 
a European  match  on  the  Thurs- 
day," he  said.  "But  maybe  this 
game  was  a little  muse  difficult 
than  usual." 

Chelsea  are  withouttheir  three 
Italians.  Di  Matteo  and  Zola  are 
away  on  international  duty  but 
the  manager  may  have  rested 
both  anyway,  such  is  his  determ- 
ination * to  revolve  his ' squad. 
Vialli  is  suspended  This  means 
Mark  Hughes  will  probably 
piay.  up  front  with'  Tore  Andre 
Flo.  Wise  and  Lartibourde  are 
suspended  and  Chelsea  are  also 


BOLTON  WANDERERS 
CHELSEA 

Tomorrow,  3.0  (sold  out) 

without  the  injured  Le  Sam. 
. Poyet  and  Duberry. 

Gullit  who  may  start  himself, 
is  still  smarting  from  the  debacle 
in  Tram  so,  and  is  considering 
making  an  official  complaint  to 
Uefa  about  the  conditions  under 
which  the  match  was  played,  {t 
was  a surprise  that  no  one  was 
seriously  hurt,  and  Chelsea  are 
angry  about  Uefa's  apparent 
determination  to  play  the  game 
no  matter  what  the  cost. 

Bolton  have  Andy  Todd 
suspended,  but  Mark  Fish  seems 
to  nave  finally  shaken  off  a knee 
injury  and  should  be  fit  to  take 
his  place  in  the  starting  line-up, 
Gullit  will  wait  until  this  morn- 
ing to  judge  any  reaction  from 
the  game  an  Thursday  before 

naming  his  side 

BOLTON  WANDERERS  (prafceot,  k 
Bcwboot— GBerjsaon.MFH-i  GTegaan  M 

, rfefewioiPJonca. 

■ TELEViaQN:  Tomorrow:  Htah- 


Sports  3. 10pm: 

■ PREDICTION:  No  snow  this 
. ume,  but  another  Chelsea  defeat. 
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Our  manager  has  stated 
tw«*  in  the  past  week  that 
we  have  produced  perfor- 
mances not  acceptable  to  Liverpool 
Football  Club.  You  wffl  find  no  on£ 
tn  the  dressing-room  rushing  to 
disagree  with;  him.  If  anyone- 
1 should  criticise  us,  it  is  our 
manager,  Roy  Evans,  and  nobody 
has  aproblera  with  that  We  have 
played  badly  during  the  past  week.’ 
and  we  know  that  we  deserve 
taking  to  task.  There  are  "no 
excuses. 

The  manager  is  there  to  be  ' 
critical  when  necessary  — irs  his 
job.  It's  a strange  thing,  but  when 
the  manager  comes  into  the  dress- 
ing-room and  shouts  and  bawls, 
we  all  tend  to  agree  wife  him.  You 
see,  when  it  gets'  to  that  stage,  we 
know  we  deserve,  it  ft  doesn’t 
matter  what  level  you  are  at,  if  a 
team  plays  badly,  the  manager  lets 
rip  afterwards.  Even  m the  Sun- 


day leagues,  fee-boss  will  have  a 
bit  of  about;--- even  if  he’s  just 

someone's  dad.  ' 

The  point  is  that  its  a natural 
tiling,  but  also  hardly  necessary. 
The  players  know  that  they  haven’t 
performed  to  the  level  demanded 
of  LiverptipL  We  have  been 
severely  criticised,  and  quite  right- 
ly too.  but  irs  not  as  if  the  players 
don't  care.- 1 know  our  supporters 
can  get  that  impression  but,  truly, 
irs  not  fee  case.  . . 

We  were,  devastated  by  the 
events  o£  last  week  r We  are 
desperate  to  win  every  game,  and 
no  professional  ever  goes  out 
thinking  fear  they  won’t  bother  too 
much  m -a certain ^ match.  It 
happened  feat  we  played  very 
badly,  but  itwasnot  planned. 

Whal  can'we  do?  Wdl.the  wily  • 
thing  is  to  knuckle  down  and 
attempt  to- learn  from  .our  mis- 
takes. What  was  frustrating  and 


FOOTBALL  SATURDAY 


McMANAMAN’S 
tfk  WORLD 


annoying  is  that,  before  the 
Everton  game,  we  had  played  very 
well-  against  both  Chelsea  and 
- West  Bromwich  Albion.  We  know 
that  we  can -play  at  the  level 
required,  so  there  is  not  a crisis  in 
the  sense  that  some  would  have 
. you  believe. 

But  in  . saying  that,  we  have 
brought  on  all  this  talk  of  prob- 
lems:.ax  Anfield.  and  we  have  to 
resolve  xl  We  know  we  can  {day 
well,  bur  we  have  to  do  it  more 
consistently.  Our  response  since 
Tuesday  has  been  to  unite  to  try  to 
put  things  back  on  course.  It  is 
what  our  supporters  demand.  The 
only  way  feat  we  can  do  that  is  to 
work  on  our.  failings  on  the 
framing  ground  and  take  as 
positive  an  attitude  as  possible 
onto  the  catch.  There  roust  be 
reflection,  out  not  moping. 

.What  has  been  upsetting  is  fee 
pressure  that  has  suddenly  been 


pm  on  the  manager.  There  has 
been  plenty  of  talk  about  his  job. 
and  that  is  unfair.  It  is  wrong  that 
our  performances  during  an  ex- 
tremely bad  wed;  should  have 
turned  fee  focus  so  intensely  on 
him.  There  have  been  questions 
asked  about  his  management,  but 
fee  questions  should  have  been 
directed  at  the  players. 

- The  manager  has  made  his 
opinion  known,  but  he  also  knows 
he’s  part  of  it.  too.  One  thing  is 
certain  — fee  players  are  right 
behind  the  manager.  The  last 
thing  we  want  is  talk  to  surface  of 
the  boss  being  under  pressure.  We 


have  a responsibility  to  him  to 
make  sure  that  there  is  no  more 
talk  of  his  job  being  on  the  line, 
and  the  only  way  we  can  do  that  is 
to  stan  producing  good  form  con- 
sistently. 

■ Flying  the  flag 
Despite  our  depressing  result  in 
Strasbourg,  ir  has  not  been  all 
doom  and  gloom  for  English  dubs 
in  Europe.  Aston  Villa  got  a 
tremendous  draw  in  Bilbao,  and 
Manchester  United  did  everything 
asked  of  them  by  beating  Feye- 
noord. 

I believe  this  is  a big  year  for 


English  dubs  in  Europe.  We  came 
close  last  season,  with  both  our- 
sdves  and  United  making  fee 
semi-finals  of  their  respective  com- 
petitions, and  we  need  to  take  feat 
a step  farther. 

The  national  team  is  doing  well, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a renewed 
respect  for  our  teams  across  fee 
Continent.  Thai  momentum  will 
be  maintained  only  if  we  can  show 
feat  we  can  rival  the  biggest  dubs 
across  Europe. 

Don’t  bet  against  it  happening, 
either.  United  have  won  three 
matches  out  of  three  in  the 
Champions’  League  so  far  and  you 
couldn’t  ask  for  more  than  feat. 
They  are  looking  comfortable  and. 
with  a home  game  against  FC 
Kosice  to  come,  they  look  to  be  in  a 
decent  position  to  qualify  for  the 
quarter-finals.  Newcastle,  too.  are 
still  in  with  a good  chance  of 
qualifying  for  fee  next  stage. 

I'd  better  not  shout  it  loudly,  but 
Liverpool  still  have  a chance,  too. 
True,  we  are  three  goals  behind 
and  we  played  badly,  but  we  also 
created  plenty  of  decent  chances, 
which  is  something  feat  we  didn't 
do  against  Paris  Saint-Germain 
last  season. 

Remember  that  in  the  second  leg 
against  Paris  we  gave  them  a real 
run  for  their  money,  and  could 
easily  have  snatched  the  tie.  1 don't 
believe  feat  Strasbourg,  as  well  as 
they  played  in  the  second  half,  are 
as  good  a team  as  Fferis. 


We  showed  that  they  can  be 
vulnerable  at  fee  back.  With  a little 
luck,  we  could  have  scored  a goal 
or  two,  and  (hat  gives  us  a 
glimmer  of  hope  for  the  second  leg. 
Who  knows,  with  our  support 
behind  us  on  one  of  those  amazing 
European  nights  at  Anfield.  we 
might  just  surprise  a few  people 
yet. 

■ Welcome  back.  Jamie 
One  good  thing  fear  came  out  of 
the  game  on  Tuesday,  perhaps  the 
only  good  thing,  was  fee  return  of 
Jamie  Redknapp.  He  has  suffered 
terribly  in  the  past  year  with  an 
ankle  problem,  and  it  is  good  to  see 
him  emerge  from  his  problems. 

Even  when  Jamie  was  playing 
last  year,  his  ankle  wasnT  right. 
People  didn't  know,  but  he  was 
playing  in  terrible  pain  at  times, 
and  he  really  suffered.  In  the  end. 
he  got  a break  on  exactly  the  same 
spot  where  he  had  trouble,  and  it 
was  obviously  a weakness,  or 
maybe  a hairline  fracture. 

Now  though,  fear  appears  to  be 
all  behind  him.  The  break  has 
healed  well,  and  he  has  returned 
ahead  of  schedule,  it  can  easily  be 
losr  in  a poor  team  performance, 
bur  Jamie  played  really  well  on  fee 
night  in  France  and  that  speaks 
volumes  for  his  atnrude. 

Steve  McManaman 

□ Next  week:  Frank  Leboeuf 
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WEEKEND  MATCHES 
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1 1 4 5 13 
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1 0.  NEWCASTLE  UTD  (8) : 

. 8 j 

15 

. 

-1 

12.  TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  (14) 


16.  EVERTON  (18) 


18.  BARNSLEY  (20) 
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CLEANSteEfS 


. 1-  Chelsea 

2.  Arsenal 

3.  Blackburn 

4.  Derby 

5.  Liverpool 

6.  Manchester  Utd 
=.  Sheffield  Wed  ' 
a Leeds 

>.  West  Ham  ' 

10.  Everton 
• 11.  Leicester 
ifcWfmbtedon 
13.  Aston  Villa 
: 14.  Newcastle 
- 15-  Crystal  Palace 
IB:  Barnsley 

■ Tottenham  - - 
t&Botton- 
Coventry 

. .^Southampton 


Goals 

conceded 


A*ge  Pena 

Z.50  2 

2-45  1 

1.91  . 1 

1.90  2 

1.60  2 

1.45  - .0 

1.45  *.  3 

1.36  0 

1.36  : 0 

1.30  1 

ijir  . 0 

1.20  ■ 0 

1.09;  0 

1.00  ' -0 

090  -1 

0.82  1 

0.82  0. 

0.80  1 

0.80  0 

0.73  0 


Average  Pens 


-1.  Manchester  Utd 
2.  Blackburn 


Leicester  . ... 

9' 

0.82 

■ 4.AreenaI  . 

10 

0.91 

Leeds,  ...  . . 

■ 12 

1.09 

. 8.  Derby  • ■ 

11 

1.10 

. 7.  Newcastle. 

9 

.1.12 

• R Cowertfry 

. 13 

1.18 

*■  Crystal  Palace  V . 

.13.  . 

i.18 

*■  Totierfearo 

V 13 

: -1.18 

11.  Liverpool 

.12 

’ 1J20 

■'  i3.Chebea  . 
. KBottop. 

: -IS.  Aston  Vife 
. " Wert  Han 
l^raertoh 


^.fwfflekJWed 

20.Bamsfey 

\ - 


Goals  par  half 
Hoad  j 

Arsenal 

5 Aston  VHia 
1 Barnsley 

3 Blackburn 

4 Bolton 

1 Chelsea 

3 Coventry 

4 Crystal  Palace 
| Derby 

Z Everton 
| Leeds  Utd 

5 Leicester 

1 Liverpool 

•j  Manchester  Utd 

2 Newcastle 

4 Sheffield  Wed 

3 Southampton 

1 Tottenham 

2 West  Ham 
1 Wimbledon 


Carts  tssusd 

1.  Leeds  Utd 

2.  C Palace 

3.  Bofton 

4.  Chelsea 

5.  Coventry 

6.  Arsenal 

7.  Everton 

=.  Sheffield  Wed 
9.  West  Ham 

10.  Tottenham  - . 

11.  Manchester  Utd* 

12. Dert>y 

: =?.  Southampton 
I '14.  Barnsley 
=.  Wimbledon 

i 16.  Blackburn 

17.  Uverpool 

18.  Leicester 

I 19.  Newcastle 
! 20.  Aston  Villa 


10:  Bergkamp  (Arsenal). 

9:  -Sutton  (Blackburn);  Wright 
(Arsenal)- 
& Baiano  (Derby). 

T.  Carbone  (Shaft  Wed);  Hartson 
(West  Ham). 

6:  GaDacher  (Blackburn). 

5:  Wallace  (Leeds). 

4:  Berkovlc  (West  Ham); 
Cadamarteri  (Everton);  Davies 
(Southampton);  Di  Canto  (Sheff 
Wed);  Dublin  (Coventry);  Overmars 
(Arsenal);  Poyet,  VialB  (Chelsea); 
Redfeam  (Barnsley). 

3:  Berger,  Fowler,  Riedfe  (Liver- 
pool);  Blake  (Bolton);  Coffins  (Sheff 
Wed);  Cort  Ekoku  (Wimbledon): 
Elliott,  Walsh  (Leicester;  Ferdinand 
(Tottenham);  M Hughes,  Leboeuf, 
Petrescu  (Chelsea);  Lombardo  (C 
Palace);  Sheringham  (Man  Utd); 
Speed  (Everton);  Taylor,  Yoike  (As- 
ton Villa);  Wan  chops  (Derby). 


md  cart  downgraded  10  yakw 


1.  S Dunn 

2.  G Willard 

3.  P Durkin 

4.  G Ashby 

5.  P AJcock 

6.  DBIeray 

7.  M Bodenham 

8.  M Reed 

9.  U Rennie 
10.  G Barber 
=.M  Riley 

12.  G Pot! 

13.  P Jones 

14.  J Winter 

15.  D Gallagher 

16.  A Wilkie 

17.  K Burge 
13.  N Bany 
19.  S Lodge 


Carts  Issued 

P Yeflow  Red 

4-  24  1 

6 30  2 

8 30  1 


5 23  1 

5 22  0 

B 23  1 

6 24  0 

3 11  1 

6 23  0 

5 18  1 

5 18  1 


8 26 
6 17 

6 16 

6 15 

7 17 

6 15 


18  1 
26  3 

17  2 

16  1 
15  1 

17  1 


Clean  Palled 

sheet  to  score 

Arsenal  5 2 

Aston  Villa  3 4 

Barnsley  2 5 

Blackburn  6 2 

Bolton  3 4 

Chelsea  4 0 

Coventry  4 5 

Crystal  Palace  3 5 

Derby  2 2 

Everton  2 3 

Leeds  Utd  3 5 

Leicester  5 3 

Liverpool  2 1 

Manchester  Utd  7 3 

Newcastle  4 1 

Sheffield  Wed  2 1 

Southampton  2 6 

Tottenham  4 6 

West  Ham  1 3 

Wimbledon  1 4 

FA  Premiership  clubs'  official  wrebsttas 
Arsenal  www.ar58nat.co.uk 

Aston  Villa  — 

Bamdey  — ■ 

Blackburn  wwwjovwa.co.uk 

Bofton  wwwixrtonwtecaiik 

Chelsea  www.dels8afc.cauk 

Covertly  www.ecfc.co.uk 

C Pataca  www.cpfcxo.uk 

Derby  — 

Everton  evertonfc.mereayi«rorldxom 

Leeds  www.kifc.co.uk 

Leicester  wwwJcfc.co.uk 

Liverpool  — 

Man  Utd  wwW-sky.co.ukfepon&fmBnu 

Newcastle  wwwjiewcastie-utdco-uk/nufc 

She# Wed  - 

Sottthamptan  www^otacuc.ift/~GKtls 
Tottenham  www.5purexo.11k 

West  Ham  www.wBrthamuniifid.cauk 

WimWedon  — 

FA  Premiership  wwwJB-earibi&*«n 


TODAY 

lOck-oO  3.0  unless  suied  ' denotes  afl-wAef 
Pools  coupon  wnbas  m trochees 
In  Piem&stvp  fixtures.  T annates  soU  out. 
atvrAnse  seats  ava/labb 

FA  Carling  Premiership 

S Coventry  v Everton  

t Uverpooi  v Derby 

(3}  t Manchester  Iftd  v Barnsley 

(41 1 Newcastle  v Blackburn  

(5)  Sheffield  Wed  v Crystal  Palace  . . .. 

(6)  t"  Southampton  v Tottenham  

(7)  Wimbledon  v Leeds  

Nationwide  League 
First  division 

(8)  Brnrangnam  v Oxford  utd  .. 

(9)  Bradford  v Crewe 

(10)  Huddersfield  v Portsmouth  ... 

(Ill  Ipcwichv Bury  

(12)  Middlesbrough  v Port  Vale 

(13)  Stockport  v Wolverhampton 

(14)  Sloke  v Sunderland 

(15)  Swtndon  v Norwtch  

(161  Tranmere  v Chariton  

(1 7)  Wesl  Bromwich  v Sheffield  Uld  


P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

P» 

• Notim  Forest 

13 

9 

2 

2 

19 

7 

29 

Shaft  Utd 

11 

7 

4 

0 

23 

8 

25 

Swindon  . 

14 

6 

& 

3 

17 

17 

23 

Chariton  .... 

12 

6 

3 

3 

2S 

16 

21 

Middlesbrough 

11 

6 

3 

2 

22 

12 

21 

Port  Vale  . . 

14 

6 

3 

5 

22 

17 

21 

Bradford  . . . 

13 

5 

8 

2 

16 

15 

21 

West  Brom  . . 

13 

6 

3 

4 

15 

13 

21 

Broke  .. 

12 

6 

3 

3 

14 

12 

21 

Wolverhampton 

13 

5 

A 

4 

17 

15 

19 

OPR 

13 

5 

4 

4 

17 

20 

19 

Sunderland . . .. 

13 

5 

3 

5 

17 

16 

16 

Bcrmgham. 

12 

5 

3 

4 

15 

10 

18 

Stockport  . . 

14 

4 

4 

6 

22 

26 

16 

Crewe 

13 

4 

4 

5 

17 

18 

16 

Bury. 

14 

3 

7 

4 

16 

20 

16 

Norwich.  ... 

13 

4 

4 

5 

9 

IB 

16 

■ Reading  . . 

14 

3 

5 

6 

13 

21 

14 

Oxford  Lfld  . 

14 

4 

1 

e 

19 

27 

13 

Tranmere  . 

12 

3 

2 

7 

17 

18 

11 

Ipswich  . . 

11 

2 

5 

4 

10 

>2 

11 

ManCily. 

11 

2 

4 

5 

16 

14 

10 

Portsmouth  . .. 

13 

2 

4 

7 

16 

22 

10 

Huddersfld 

13 

0 

4 

9 

B 
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• nor  ffirtudij g lest  right  's  match 
Second  division 

(181  Bnstol  Hovers  v Blackpool  

(19)  Burnley  v Bournemouth 

(20)  CheslertieW  v Wycombe  

fch)  Fulham  v Nonhanpton 

(22)  GiUngham  v Piymourh  

(23)  Giinstsy  v Watford  ... 

(24)  Luton  v Brentford 

(25)  MiBwall  v Wigan 

(26)  Preston  v Wrexham 

(27)  Southend  v CHdham  . . 

(28)  Walsall  v Bristol  CSly  . . . 

(250  York  vCariste  
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Third  division 

(30)  CanM  v Hartlepool 

(31  j Chester  v Macclesfield  .. . . 

(32)  Exeter  v Scunthorpe  . . . 

133)  Hull  v Brighten  

(34)  Leyton  Onent  v CaJchesrec 

(35)  Lincoln  v Dariingion 

(361  Mansfield  v Barrtrt  

(37)  Notts  County  v Cambridge  Utd 

(38)  Peterborough  v Torquay  

138)  BochdaJe  v Rotherham  

(— ) Shrewsbury  v Scarborough 
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COVERAGE  Q 

TELEVISION:  B8C1:  Today.  fvolhaS 
Fobs,  from  1220pm;  U*ch  of  the  Day 
Tridudes  Liverpool  v Derby),  (rem  10 .50pm. 
Tomorrow:  Match  ol  the  Day  (repeal),  from 
7 16am  Sky  Sports:  1:  Tomorrow:  Goals 
on  Sunday,  from  11am,  Arsenal  v Acton 
Via  (Hue),  (torn  3pm-  Scared  league. 
Deporlim  Lb  Corufta  v CeOa  Vigo,  from 
12  30em.  2:  Today;  Soccer  AM.  from  Bam 
Tomorrow;  Soccer  XJm.  from  Sam:  Queens 
Park  Rongoa  v Mancneate  City  (Bur),  from 
12pm  (hlghSghto  horn  8pm).  3:  Tomorrow. 
Pwnier&hip  hlghlighta,  ham  10pu 
RADtO-.  BBC  Rerilo  5 Uw.  Today.  LNe 
coverage  in  Spcn  on  5.  from  ipm. 
Tomorrow:  Arsenal  v Aston  VWa  fbuei  In 
Sunday  Sport,  tram  Ipm. 


Vauxhalf  Coherence 

(— ) Dover  v WoWiw 

(— ) Gateshead  v Telford  • . .. 

(— ) Stevenage  v Hedneslord  

Bell's  Scottish  League 
Premier  division 

(40)  Celtic  v St  Johnstone  

(4 1 1 Dundee  Utd  v Rangers  . ... 

(42)  Kilmarnock  v Hibeman  

(43)  Motherwell  v Aberdeen  . 

First  division 

(44)  FaMrk  v Dundee  

(45)  Greenock  Morton  v Ayr  

(46)  Partick  v HamSIon 

(47)  RaKh  v Stirling  ..  

(48)  SI  Mnen  v Airdrie 

Second  division 

(4P)  Breehr  vForiar 

I— ) Clyde  v Clydebank 

( — ) East  Fite  v Inverness  CT  . 

( — ) Livmgston  v Stenhousemurr  .... 

(— ) Oueeri  ol  South  v Stranraer  

Third  division 

(— ) Albion  v Oueen's  Park  

(— ) Alloa  v East  Stirling  ... 

(— ) Arbroath  v Montrose  

(— ) Dumbarton  v Berwick  

(—1  Roes  County  v Cowdenbeath  . . . 

FA  CUP:  Fourth  quaUytng  round:  ABmcham  v 
Moiecairtw.  Basngsloka  v Bralniipe  Tn.  Baiencav 
v Camberiev  Town.  Blyth  Spartans  v wdder- 
mlnsier.  Boanor  Regi5  v Famt»roueih. 
Brcmsgrcve  v Rcmtord.  Cheltenham  v Sutton 
Untied  Erfield  v CarshaBon;  Garsborou<gh  v 
Halifax  Gloucester  v Wisbech.  Halescmven  v 
Nonhwich.  Heybrdge  v Ashford:  Hnctdev  United  v 
Colwyn  Bay.  Kkeacn  v Hyde.  Kings  Lytm  v 
Sateoury.  Knyperslev  Vic  v Boston:  Nuneaton  v 
Emtev.  Runcorn  v Lmcotn  United  Rushden  & 
Diamonds  v BcreTiam  Wood.  Sfllngbowne  v 
Hereford;  Slough  v Kngacrtan.  Scuhpon  v N 
Ferrtoy:  St  Atoans  v Hendon.  Stalybndge  v SdihulL 
Tiverton  Tn  v Sudbury  Tn.  Wrslord  v Pen  rah 
Yeovil  v Hayes. 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  division: 
Athene  lone  v Merthyr  Bunco  Albion  v Cambridge 
City:  Dorchester  v Gresley:  Forest  Green  v St 
Leonards.  Hastings  v Rothwell.  Tamworth  v 
Crawley  Midland  cRviston:  BAston  v Bedworth; 
BracHey  Trwwn  v Shepshed  0.  Evesham  v Corty, 
Rounds  T v RC  Warwick.  Bedcfrtch  v Pag  pi  ft. 
Stafford  v Blakenatt.  Sutton  Coldfield  Town  v 
Stcurtodoe:  VS  Rugby  v Grantham  Southern 
dhrisorc  Bashley  v Datltord.  Ctavedon  v Baldock: 
Enrh  and  Edkedere  v Chatrr*(ord;  Fisher  London  v 


si*«-ktae 

DNtBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  division:  Atfreton  v 
RadcCHe  Bishop  AucWand  v La«h  RMI.  Choriey  v 
Guealey.  Lancaster  v Bamtxr  Bidgr*-  Man ne  v 
Fncktov.  Spemymoor  v Accrington  Stanley  First 
dMsicrr  Ashton  United  v Congietoo:  Droyttdcr  v 
Buwon:  Farrtey  Cebc  v AHon:  Flat  or  v Great 
Harwood.  Mattock  Tom  v Whaley  Bay. 


Siocksbndgc  PS  v Netherfietd  Traftord  v Exadtord 
Pk  Are.  WhrtDy  v Beipcr  Town;  Woriongion  v 
Easnwod  Town.  Wen-sop  v Hanogale  Town 
ISTHMIAN  LEAGUE:  Premier  dWaorc  Bishop’s 
Stonl'jrd  v Purttwi.  Bromley  v Grawsand  and 
NcrtWleei:  Dagenham  and  Redbridge  v Yearn ng; 
Hnchm  v Harr-wv:  Oxford  City  v DuJuuich.  Walton 
and  Hersham  v Aylesbury  Fvsfdvision:  Aldeishor 
Town  v Barton  Rowre:  Cnensfiy  v Hampwn;  Grays 
v Thame  Unfled:  Leyton  Pennant  v Abngdon 
Town,  Motesey  v Maidenhead.  iJubndge  v 
Croydon.  WPtaigham  v Leatherhead,  Worflwig  v 
Bervhamsted  Second  Onnson:  Barking  v Convey 
Island:  Bedford  T v Wealdsione:  Ctwshunt  v 
ChaBonr  Si  Pater.  Ediorrare  v Tooting  and 
Mitcham:  Eg  ham  v Sanstead.  Horsham  v 
Hunger  ora  Marlow  v Tilbury.  Nonhwood  v 
Wltham:  Windsor  and  Eton  v Met  Pokce  Wlvernoe 
v Bracknell  Third  division' AveteyvHHempsIrod. 
Conrahan-Casuab  v Eouihatt;  Ciovdon  v Ford 
United,  Epsrxn  and  Ewell  v Hertford;  Hariovr  < 
Kingstury.  Hornchurch  v FladcwelJ  Heath.  Lewes  v 
East  Thuirock  Wing  ate  and  Pnchiey  v Ware 
FA  CARLSBERG  VASE:  Second  quatfymg 
round:  Canertdwn  v Fret  Tower 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Bangor  Ctfy  v Carmarthen 
Town  (2  0|;  Caemarton  v Cwmbran  (2  Ol:  Conwy  v 
Caersws  (230).  FSrt  Town  v Barry  (220): 
Havertocdwey  v Rhyl  (2  30).  Newtown  v 
Portnmooog  1230)-  Rhayader  Towri  « Cemaes 
Ynys  Mon  [2  30).  TNS  v Ebbw  Vale  (2  30). 
washcroi  v Aberysrwvth  (2  30). 

SMIRNOFF  IRISH  LEAGUE:  Premmr  division: 
Ards  v CSftonvflte:  Bafl/mena  v Crusaders. 
Gtenroran  v Gwtevon;  Omagh  v UnfleM. 
Porladown  « Coterame  First  dMsbtr  Baflydare  v 
Mowry.  Dctdlery  i Lmavady  Ltrtned'  Dunganrion 
Swms  v Bariaor  Lame  v Cant*. 

FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dMstorc  Fnr  Harps  v UCO  (7  30l.  VAcmyv  Derry 
(7  30).  Efcqo  <i  Cort  (7  30) 

PRESS  8 JOURNAL  HIGHLAND  LEAGUE: 
Ctachnacuddm  v Elgin.  Cove  v Buckie  Thistle. 
Frasertaagh  v Fort  Wi&arrv  Nam  Coimty  v Kerth 
FWes  v Fanes  Mocftartcs;  Wck  Ataberry  v 
HufflJy 

TOMORROW 

Kwk-off  3 0 unfess  stated 
FA  Carting  Premterehip 

t Arsenal  v Aston  Vika  (4  0)  

T Bofton  v Chedsea  

Nationwide  League 
First  division 

OPR  v Manchester  City  (10) 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Connah  s Quay  » truer 

Ml  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
wbkm:  Bcfiemians  v Sheftxjume  (3  15| 

FA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE:  Notional 
oMson:  Arsenal  V Wambley  (at  Bramtey  FC.  20\. 
Evenon  v MHwal  (at  Marme  FC.  t.0i Jjrerpod  v 
Ttwtoio  iai  Spwii  Certie,  12 30). 

Chelsea,  s?\ 
"^RPoRT  V'vT1'03  ) 


Statistics  compiled  by  Julian  Desborpugb 
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Matt  Dawson’s  tries  in  South 


Africa  guarantee  nothing  in 
terms  of  selection  for  England 


Images  of  the  British 
Isles'  triumphant  tour  to 
South  Africa  in  the  sum- 
mer are  easily  sum- 
moned. a mere  three  months 
after  the  event.  One  of  them  is 
of  a slight,  crop-haired  figure 
ghosting  past  an  apparently 
transfixed  defence,  casually 
touching  down  and  then  shar- 
ing the  moment  with  rugby's 
Barmy  Army  in  Cape  Town. 

“If  you  watch  the  video," 
Matt  Dawson  says,  “all  I do  is 
run  to  the  fence,  wave  at  the 
fans  and  then  walk  straight 
back."  Dawson  had  just 
scored  the  try  that  reversed  a 
thousand  opinions  and  sug- 
gested that  the  Lions  might, 
just  might  have  developed  the 
personality  and  the  character 
to  go  where,  a year  earlier. 
New  Zealand  had  gone  and 
beat  the  Springboks  on  their 
own  soil. 

But  if.  for  others,  it  was  a 
defining  moment  of  the  tour,  a 
moment  for  histrionic  celebra- 
tion. for  Dawson  it  was.  not 
The  Northampton  scrum  half 
learnt  a harsh  lesson  a year 
ago  — that  no  one  offers 
guarantees  in  international 
sport  He  assimilated  his  re- 
moval horn  the  England 
squad  so  well  that  even  after 
sharing  in  victory  in  the  first 
intemarional  in  Cape  Town, 
he  refused  to  believe  that  the 
Lions*  No  9 shirt  would  also  be 
liis  a week  later  in  Durban. 

“Despjte  everything  that 
happened  in  the  summer.  1 
would  never  regard  myself  as 
being  in  pole  position  for 
England, " Dawson,  whose 
sixth  cap  came  against  Austra- 
lia in  Sydney  in  July,  said. 
"Even  if  Austin  [Healey]  and 
Kyran  [Bracken]  were  injured, 
and  I had  been  having  the  best 
games  of  my  life,  I wouldn't 
regard  my  selection  as 
certain." 

Such  is  the  rollercoaster  that 
Dawson  has  occupied  over  the 
last  two  years.  At  Franklin's 
Gardens,  his  qualities  have 
been  continually  assessed  and 


a year  later  Dawson  was 
dropped  for  the  meeting  with 
Italy.  “I  spent  a week  moping 
around  but  worrying  doesn't 
get  the  place  back,"  Dawson 
said.  “I  had  to  disregard  the 
England  games,  the  A games 
and  tell  myself  that  1 had  to 
play  out  of  my  skin  in  every 
dub  game,  and  that's  what  got 
me  onto  the  Lions  tour." 


appreciated  since  he  arrived  in 
Nonhamotn 


fonhampton  five  years  ago. 
aged  19.  fresh  from  Marlow. 
England  took  a look  at  him  on 
tour  in  Canada  in  1993  with 
the  A squad  but  a badly  tom 
hamstring  set  him  back  and  it 
was  a further  two  years  before 
Jack  Rowell  decided  that  die 
Northampton  half-backs, 
Dawson  and  Paul  Grayson, 
were  ready  for  England. 

Ready' only  for  that  season: 


The  cynics  would  say 
that  Ian  McGee- 
chan's  influence  — as 
director  of  rugby  at 
Northampton  and  coach  to  the 
Lions  — was  of  material 
assistance  but  McGeechan 
would  have  no  part  in  the 
discussion  of  players  from  his 
own  dub.  and  Dawson's  own 
form  on  tour  (he  scored  two  of 
the  Lions’  three  tries  in  the 
three-match  series)  flung  the 
lie  back  in  the  teeth  of  his 
critics.  It  takes  a special  quali- 
ty to  inherit  the  mantle  of  one 
of  the  world's  leading  players 
— the  injured  Robert  Howley 
— and  to  compete  on  an  equal 
footing  with  one  of  the  other 
class  acts,  Joost  van  der 
Westhuizen. 

Thar  tour  has  made  Daw- 
son a stronger,  better  compet- 
itor. “You  can  never  sit  hack 
and  rely  on  what  happened 
last  summer  but  what  does 
remain  with  you  is  the  memo- 
ry of  what  it  took  to  get  there, 
uugh  h 
inDur 


Dawson,  the  hub  of  the  British  Isles  XV,  is  now  seeking  to  cement  his  place  at  scrum  half  in  the  F.ngtand  team  once  again  on  the  back  of  impressive  displays  for  Northampton 


rban,” 


we  won  the  series 
Dawson  said. 

"Two  weeks  ago,  when 
Northampton  weren't  going  so 
well.  I went  back  to  the  tour 
and  tried  to  reconstruct  parts 


of  the  approach  to  the  big 
games. 

“I  remember  thinking  how 
nothing  else  mattered  than  to 
play  five  minutes.  20  minutes, 
a whole  game  for  the  Lions.  1 
remember  rooming  with  Neil 
Jenkins  in  Durban  and  how 
both  of  us.  even  Jenks  with  his 
50  caps  for  Wales,  were  des- 
perate to  play  just  the  once  for 
the  lions.  That’s  the  quality  of 
thought  those  of  us  on  the  tour 
bring  bad;  to  the  dub  and 
what  we  need  to  produce, 
week  after  week."  It  worked 
last  week.  Having  stumbled 
through  the  European  Confer- 


ence. Northampton's  level  of 
preparation  went  up  several 
notches  and  they  beat  Leices- 
ter. the  Pilldngton  Cup  hold- 
ers. in  die  Allied  Dunbar 
Premiership. 

The  tour  helped  develop  an 
equilibrium  in  Dawson  which, 
at  base,  was  probably  there 
anyway.  The  younger  of  two 
children,  his  love  of  die  game 
was  fostered  by  the  enthusi- 
asm of  his  lather,  Ron,  and  at 
the  Royal  Grammar  School, 
High  Wycombe,  although  his 
performance  on  the  games 
field  was  not  matched  by 
success  in  the  classroom. 


Northampton  welcomed 
him  aboard,  played  him  at 
centre,  and  dispatched  him  for 
three  months  to  the  Te 
Awamutu  dub  in  Waikato, 
New  Zealand,  where  he  dis- 
covered the  qualities  of  mental 
hardness  that  were  to  stand 
him  in  such  good  stead  later 
on.  He  worked  for.  and  retains 
strong  links  with,  the  Firm 
Security  company  in  North- 
ampton before  accepting  die 
suggestion  of  his  flatmate  and 
fellow  player,  Brett  Taylor, 
and  becoming  a student  teach- 
er at  Spratton  Hall  prepara- 
tory school. 


“When  £ finish  in  the  first- 
class  game,  (wouldn't  go  back  ' 
to  teaching  in  the  formal  sense 
but  1 have  an  eye  on  taking  a 
degree  and  I would  like  to  : 
coach,"  Dawson  said.  “I've 
found  Pm  quite  good  at  com- 
munication and  you  have  to  ' V 
look  at  opportunities  which 
will  dovetail  with  the  end  of 
your  active  career.  That's  the  . 
advantage  of  rugby.  . . 

The  decision  to  become  a 
full-time  professional  was 
made  easier  by  that  feet  that  I 
had  no  qualification  to  do 
anything  else.  I always  wanted 
to  be  a rugby  player  and,  now 


that  the  corporate  side  of  the 
game  is  developing,  you  never 
know  who  youll  meet.  I enjoy 
meeting  the  chairman  of  this 
company  or  die  managing 
director  of  dial  company,  and 
there  are  a lot  .of  successful . 
business  people  mNorihanip-. 
fon  who  tend  to  converge  on . 
thedub." 

It  is  a case,  you  might  say,  of 
a scrum  half  exploiting  the 
gap  when  it  occurs.  North- 
ampton was  right  for  Dawson 
and  be  believes  he  is  right  for 
the  dub;  he  has  a loyalty  to  die 
Saints  dial  would  take  an 
uncommon  amount  of  money 


to  shift,  and  a perspective  that 
other  players  would  do  well  to 
note.  ^You  cant  just  walk  into 
a dub  and  expect  money  — 
you  have  to  earn  it,"  he  said. 

■There  has  to  be  something 
else—,  as  ah  ambitious  player, 
l want'd)  be  part  of  a team  that 
plays  .a  cup  final,  plays  in 
Europe,  wins  the  league. 
When  we  get  into  the  top  four 
our  players  will  deserve  more 
— and  they  will  probably  get 
xt"  . 

By  then,  toa  Dawson  will 
have  discovered  whether  En- 
gland's new  management  also 
feel  that  he  is  right  for  them. 


Television  cameras  provide  some  light  relief  after  poor  performance  in  home  defeat 


This  week  the  television  cameras 
have  been  at  Wasps  filming  the 
credits  for  the  new  Rugby 
Express  series  on  Channel  5,  which  is 
taking  over  from  the  BBCs  Rugby 
Special.  We  opened  our  facilities  to 
about  fifty  or  sixty  players  from  local 
junior  dubs,  plus  camera  crews,  for 
the  three-day  shoot.  It's  nice  for  them 
to  come  to  a club  like  ours  and  I hope 
they  enjoyed  the  experience.  It  is  good 
to  see  that  rugby  is  going  to  get 
exposure  on  terrestrial  television. 

There  are  a lot  of  people  who  miss 
the  Sunday  afternoon  rugby  slot  and 
the  chance  it  provided  for  them  to 
catch  up  with  the  week’s  events.  It's 
important  for  the  profile  of  the  game 
that  it  has  as  many  avenues  for 
exposure.  J have  Sky  and  I'm  a big 
fen.  but  there  is  a need  to  offer  the 
people  who  don't  have  Sky,  or  don’t 
want  it.  the  chance  to  watch  these 
matches,  it's  great  for  rugby. 

The  media  is  pan  and  parcel  of  the 
game.  The  coverage  has  never  been 
greater  Tor  rugby  than  it  is  now  on 
radio  and  televison  and  in  the 
newspapers.  I did  a forum  on  the 
Internet  for  my  book  launch  and  the 
amount  or  questions  that  came 
through  was  huge;  it  reinforces  the 
level  of  interest  in  the  game. 

As  far  as  handling  the  media  is 
concerned,  people  ask  you  questions 
and  you  give  them  honest  answers  — 
that's  what  people  warn.  You  have  got 
to  be  sensible  about  when  is  the  right 
time  to  talk  to  the  media.  Alex 


Sky  no  longer  the  limit 
as  interest  rate  soars 


Ferguson  lets  his 
Manchester  United 
players  know  when 
that  is:  that's  the 
example  for  others  to 
follow. 

It  was  disappoint- 
ing to  have  lost  our 
first  home  league 
game  against  Sara- 
cens last  Sunday. 

Perhaps  we  got  a 
little  bit  too  carried 
away  with  our  Euro- 
pean success  — 
although  they  were 
hard  games,  we 
were  nor  having  to 
work  so  hard  for 
victory  in  certain 
matches.  We  lost  the 
game  because  we 
underperformed. 

This  season,  if  you 
play  badly  you  lose, 
whereas  last  year,  even  if  we  didn't 
perform,  we  managed  to  get  away 
with  a narrow-  win.  particularly 
against  sides  such  as  Bristol  and 
Northampton.  It  is  going  to  be  a lot 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGLIO 


lost  the  opener 
against  Newcastle 
and  have  improved 
since  then;  Leicester, 
a side  whose  hall- 
mark was  getting 
oui  of  jail  when  they 
underperformed , 
went  to  Northamp- 
ton last  week  and  got 
a substantial  beat- 
ing. Their  meeting 
this  weekend  will  be 
fascinating. 

We  didn't  lose 
through  complacen- 
cy — Saracens  are  a 
good  side,  we  knew 
that  — but.  in 
Europe,  we  were 
successful  with  first- 


putting  together  phases  of  play  that 
axe  going  to  create  pressure. 

What  last  week  taught  us  is  that  we 
have  to  get  back  to  being  patient  in 
both  attack  and  defence.  We  created 
chances  but  didn't  take  them.  There  is 
not  going  to  be  any  panic,  though.  We 
just  had  an  extremely  bad  day  at  the 
office.  We  had  an  extra  training 
session  on  Wednesday  co  work  on 
things;  work  it  out  of  our  system. 

I take  losing  very,  very  personally 
indeed  and  you  can't  exorcise  that 
feeling  until  you  play  the  next  game, 
which  is  London  Irish  tomorrow.  We 
will  be  without  Andy  Gomarsall  and 
Alex  King,  who  are  both  injured. 


more  competitive  this  season.  Bath 


lot  more  Than  we 
would  be  against  a 
good  defensive  side 
in  the  league.  We  would  win  a lixwout 
and  drive  through  the  middle  or  we 
would  have  a back-row-  move  off  a 
scrum  and  it  would  be  successful.  We 
hadn’t  really  been  asked  questions  in 
terms  of  retaining  possession  and 


One  of  the  reasons  we  were  so 
successful  last  season  was 
that  we  were  able  to  limit  the 
number  of  injuries.  There  is  an 
element  of  luck  about  that  but  it  was 
also  to  do  with  the  team  being 
incredibly  fir.  if  you  are  fit  you  won't 
get  what  I call  avoidable  injuries, 
such  as  pulled  calf  muscles. 

It's  important  to  have  strength  in 
depth,  particularly  at  half  back; 
No9and  No  10  are  pivotal  positions. 
We  have  Martin  Wood,  the  England 
linder-21  scrum  half,  so  his  coming  in 
is  not  a weakness.  Gareth  Rees  has 
played  more  than  40  times  for 
Canada  at  fly  half,  so  there  wouldn't 
be  a weakness  there,  either,  and  Guy 
Gregory,  wfros?  goajkrcking  was 
responsible  for  gening  us  into 
Europe,  is  also  around. 


Johnson’s  men  need  a lift 


EARLY  in  the  Allied  Dunbar 
Premiership  season  it  may  be, 
but  neither  Bath  nor 
Leicester,  who  meet  at 
Wdfotxf  Road  today,  are 
accustomed  to  looking  up  the 
table  to  see  who  is  pen±ed 
ahead  of  them.  Yet  the  days 
when  these  dubs  provided  die 
defining  moments  of  an  entire 
season  are  gone — money  has 
seen  to  that. 

“Chibs  like  ourselves,  Bath 
and  Wasps  can  no  longer  play 
at  70  per  cent  and  hope  to 
win,"  Martin  Johnson  said. 
“Bat  you  need  dial  competi- 
tion. Newcastle  and  Rich- 
mond (respectively  first  and 
third  in  the  division]  have 
come  in.  fresh  and  keen; 
Saracens.  Gloucester,  every- 
one has  a competitive  squad. 
If  you  have  a bad  day.  you  are 
going  to  be  beaten." 

Johnson’s  Leicester  players 
had  such  a day  at  Northamp- 
ton last  weekend,  and  the 
team  had  been  misfiring  even 
before  defeat  at  Franklins 
Gardens,  Johnson,  who  cap- 
tained the  British  Isles  in 
South  Africa,  admits  that 
many  of  his  lions  colleagues 
— five  from  Leicester  — are 
not  displaying  their  best  form. 

He  attributes  that  to  disrup- 
tion in  the  preseason  but  also 
acknowledges  the  possibility 


By  David  Hands 


of  staleness  affecting  players . 
involved  in  so  long  a domestic 
1996-97  season  and  then  striv- 
ing for  even  greater  peaks 
with  the  lions.  The  inspiring 
example  to  others  is  that  be 
holds  his  own  form  so  wefl, 
but  if  the  visit  of  Bath  does  not 
act  as  a spur  to  an  unchanged 
Leicester  XV,  nothing  wflL 

“Bath  and  Leicester  has 
been,  and  always  w3Qf  be, 
special,"  Jonathan  Caflard. , 
picked  by  Bath  at  full  back 
ahead  of  Ian  Balshaw,  sajd 
The  tradition  and  the  tro- 
phies we  have  collected  guar- 
antees long-term  rivalry, 
hostility  and  respect"  . . 

Leicester  have  played  only 
two  prennership  games,  as 
have  Wasps,  the  champions. 
The  Londoners  are  involved 
in  one  of  four  first  divirion 
matches  being  played  tomor- 
row in  a busy  weekend  for  the 
capicaL  Harlequins,  with 
Massimo  Cuttitta  returning 
from  duty  with  Italy,  play 
Sale  today  and  London  Irish 
and  Saracens  (against 
Gloucester)  are  in  action 
tomorrow. 

To  add. spice,  London  Scot- 
tish play  Bedford  this  after- 
noon in  the  dash  between  the 
dubs  leading  die  second  divi- 


sion, but  ail  their  first  division 
rivals  will  be  looking  north  to 
see  Newcastle's  result  against 
a resurgent  Richmond,  wife 
whom  they  were  promoted 
last  season.  Richmond’s  sec- 
ond-half display  against  Har- 
lequins last  weekend,  prom- 
pted by  Allan  Bateman,  was 
extraordinary  and  Newcastle 
remain  without  two  England 
internationals.  Tim  Stimpson 
(damaged  thigh)  and  John 
Bentley.  Stuart  Legg  plays  foil 
back  and  Bendery  is  only  a 
replacement 

Richmond  have  yet  to 
defeat  Newcastle  in  fee 
league  and  will  look  to 
Bateman  to  display  his  mid- 
field skills  against  an  old 
acquaintance  from  rugby 
league  days,  Va'aiga  Tuig- 
amala.  Wales,  toa  will  be 
encouraged  by  Bateman’s 
form,  with  internationals 
against  Tonga  and  New  Zea- 
land looming,  and  their  selec- 
tors will  make  farther 
assessments  today  when  Car- 
diff play  Bbbw  Vale  and 
Pontypridd  visit  Newport  in 
the  Welsh  League. 

David  Young,  Cardiff's 
experienced  prop,  has  dam- 
aged zibs  and  two  other 
internationals,  Robert  How- 
fey  and  Emyr  Lewis,  may  be 
rested. 


ALFRED  DUNHILL 

LONDON 


Alfred  Dlnhill  watches  are  available  at  Alfred  Donhill.  48  Jekmyn  Street  SW1, 

5 Royal  Exchange  ecS.  Harrods.  Selfridges  and  leading  jewellers  nationwide.  For  stockist 
DETAILS  TELEPHONE  CUSTOMER  SERVICES  ON  0171  290  8600.  PRICES  START  AT  £450, 


The  New’  Millennium  Watch 
The  New  Centenary  Faceted  Watch 
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White  back 
in  fast  lane 
to  ease  into 
semi-finals 


ByPhjlYate^ 


— ..fOT  - 


JIMMY  n WHfijs  provided 
incontrovertible  evidence  (hat 
his-  confidence  has  been 
restored  during  a'X)  victory' 
ovqr  Mick  Price  in  theJquarter- 
fmalsofthe  Grand  -.ftix  at 
Bounraiiouth  yesterday.  • 

White,  whose  derjieanour 
oazed  the  reitewal  ' cif  self- 
belief, required  onty.65min- 
utes  to  brush  aside  an 
opponent  -with  ah  Unblem- 
ished record  -in  fodr  three 
previous  encounters.-  immed- 
iately stamping  hisauthority 
on  the  contest.  White  compiled 
a fluent  105  brehk-  in  the 
opening  frame,  added  a rim  of 
83  in  the  third  and  completed 
the  whitewash  with  a 94 break 
in  the  fifth. 

That  list  of  asitributioiris 
could  have  been  enhanced  had 
it  not  been  for  workmen 
repairing  thereof  of  the  venue. 
They  made  stub  a clatter 
during  the  fourth  frame  that 
White  missed  a simple  red 
when  ini  prime  position. 

The  disturbance  proved 
only  a minor  irritation.  Price 
failed  to  capitalise. and  White 
secured  his  first  appearance  in' 
the  semi-finals  of  a ranking 
tournament  since  the  Embas- 
sy World  Championship  of 
May  1995.  ■*  : V 

“I'm  enjoying  ii>o  imich  I 
just  wantthisfun  to  Canyon," 
White  said,  *1  put  ini  lot  of 
work  at  Britton  Snooker 
Centre  during  the  summer 
and  its  made  me  mentally 
strong.  Id  gotten  Island  was 
taking  things  for  . granted. 
There’s  still  a need  to  steady 
down  but  I*m  very  happy  with 
the  way  I’m  playing."  . 

White,  who  tost  his  initial  II 
matches  last  season"  am! 
began  foe  present  campaign 
at  21st  in  foe  world  rankings, 
continues  foe  attempt  ' to  win 
his  first  tournament  since  the 
1993  European  League  when 
he  meets  Dominic  Dale. 

White  was  beaten  by  Dale 
5-2  in  the  first  round  of  the 
British  Open  sk  months  ago, 
a result  that  heavily  contribut- 
ed to  White's  rdegatian  from 
the  game’s  elite  top  16~afterah 
unbroken . occupation  _q£r15 
years. 

On  that  occasion  White’S 
flight  from  Ldndcn  to  Plym- 
outh was  delayed,  hampering 
his  preparation,  and  he  admit-  , 
ted  to  “taking  a liberty -arid 
having  a late  night*  Dale 
caimot  expect  to  benefit  from  a 
rival  bearing  the  burden  of  a 
self-inflicted  handicap  this 
evening. 


TENNIS 


BALFSTOCKHOPF 


From  Jiiqan  Muscat,  tennis,  correspondent 

. _ rlN  STUTTGART 


r THE  last  five  days  have 
. offered  . ^Nicolas  Kiefer  a pre- 


cious insight  into  the  demands 
hhhJ 


him 


awaiting  hhhas.fojezising  star 
. in  German  .tennis,  In  front  of 
increasingly  expectant  galler- 
ies, Kiefer  finally  Caine  - tip  . 
empty  yesterday  when  Janas 
-Bjorkmari  brushed  him  aside 
-in  foe  quarter-finals  of  the 
Eurocard  Open.  ; . \ 

.It  has  been  quite  a wedc  for 
Kiefer,- already  the -youngest 
winner  on  foe  Tbur  this  year. 
His  relentless  march  towards 
the- elite  bas  coinrided  neady 
with  his  usurping  Boris 
Becker  as  foe- highest-ranked  - 
player  in  Germany  Wfo'  it 
comes  Kiefers  respansibfiity 
to  uphold  his  conntry*s  enor- 
mous investment  mfoemen’S 
game.  - " 

Seven  high-profile  tourna- 
ments,, with  prize  funds  of 
more-  than  $18  million  (about 
£113  millian),  have  been 
scheduled  here  next  year:  Few 
would  be  amimeraally  viable 
without  a German  flagbearer  ■ 
in  the  mould  of  Becker. 

DCsjate  yesterdays  reverse, 
Kiefer.  20,  has  vindicated  foe 
bdief-'litet  he  cab'  fin/foe 
departing  Becker’s  shoes.  -Hb 
defeat  of  Greg  Rusedski  on 
Wednesday  -demonstrated  a : 
maturity  beyond  his  years, 
and  an  epic  contest  with  Paul 
Haarhuis,  which  ended  yay 
late  cmThursday  night,  under- 
lined Ins  steely  resolve.  That, 
marathon  contest,'  in  which 
Kiefer  - saved  two  match 


points,! 

to  his  knees.  He  duly  i 
'against  Bjorkman  — yet  the 
experience  will  have  fortified 
him  for  a hectic  schedule  next 
. year.  ' 

. Kiefer  agreed  that  playing 
up  to  his  best,  day  after  day, 
had  left  him ' drained.  “Die 
problem  for  me  was  foat  I was 
a little  bit  tired,”  he  said.  “Now 


1 am  No  1 in  Germany  every- 
in.  If  I 


body,  wants  to  see  me  win, 
win,  everybody  is  happy.  And 
if  I lose,  they  say,  *Hell,  what 
axe  you  doing?  It  is  not  easy.  " 
.■Bjorkman,  by  contrast, 
feces  no  such  burden  of  expec- 
tancy. If  foe  Swede,  ranked 
No  13  in  the  world,  is  pro- 
gressing smartly  enough.  The 
interest  of  his  counfrymen  has 
tong  since  been  saturated  by 
foe  brilliance  of  Stefan  Edberg 
and  $jotn  Borg  before  him. 
Not  a single  Swedish  journal- 
ist is  here  to  chart  his 


Bjorkman  plays  a return  to  Kiefer  on  his  way  to  victory  in  the  quarter-finals  of  the  Eurocard  Open  yesterday 


passage. 

Nererthdess,  as  Tim  Hen- 
man discovered  in  the  previ- 
ous round, . Bjorkman-  is 
mighty  difficult,  to; suppress. 
He  pressured  the  Kiefer  serve 
at  will,  and  When  foe  German 
indulged  in  baseline  rallies,  a 
spate  of  unforced  errors  gave 
Bjorkman  the  mcouragement 
mat  he  needed  to  triumph  6-4, 
6-2;  Like  so  many  raw  talents, 
Kiefer  has.  much  to  grasp  in 
the  realm  of  tactics. 

If  Kiefer  must  emerge  from 
Becker’s  formidable  shadow, 
he  can  at  least  tap  into  the 


greai  man’s  wisdom.  Becker  is 
manager  of  foe  Mercedes 
team,  in  which  Kiefer  is  a vital 
component.  Becker  will  doubt- 
less shape  Kiefer's  mind  but 
he  can  do  nothing  to  shape  his 
style,  for  Kiefer  is  close  to 
being  a clone  of  Andre  Agassi. 
He  looks  like  foe  American, 
hits  like  him,  walks  like  him, 
even  dresses  like  him. 

Let  us  hope  that  he  has  more 
ambition:  after  fanring  of  his 
new-found  commitment. 
Agassi  has  inexplicably  pulled 
out  of  the  Super  9 tournament 
in  Paris  next  week.  In  that 
event,  Henman  plays  Hicham 
Arazi  in  the  opening  round, 
while  Rusedski,  seeded  No  4, 
plays  thewinner  of  the  match 
between  Jan  Siemerink  and 
Todd  Martin  in  the  second 
round. 


Janes  spurns  Trophy  chance 


WATCHING  Amanda  Janes 
play  tennis  should  carry  a 
Government  health  warning. 
Yesterday  she  had  the  chance 
to  win  the  Maureen  Connolly 
Trophy  fra-  Britain,  but  over 
the  course  of  a tense  two  hours 
she  managed  to  lose  to  Mary 
Carlisle  White  4b,  7-5,  6b. 
leaving  foe  United  States  in 
with  a chance  at  5-2. 

It  was  not  an  easy  after- 
noon. Her  mother,  Christine 
Truman,  professes  to  leave  her 
daughter  alone  to  be  her  own 
person.  But  when  it  comes  to 
watching  her  play,  foe  1961 
Wimbledon  finalist  plays  ev- 
ery shot  with  her  daughter. 
Nervous  tension  was  the  order 


ByAlix  Ramsay 


of  foe  day  — if  you  had 
plugged  Truman  into  the  Nat- 
ional Grid,  she  would  have  lit 
Bradford  for  a week. 

There  was  plenty  to  be 
nervous  about  White  played 
well  to  take  control  through- 
out the  first  set-and-a-half 
and,  at  5-4,  was  serving  for  the 
match.  Two  match  points 
came  and  went  as  Janes 
fought  back  and  eventually 
broke  to  level  foe  score  at  5-5. 
The  family  sighs  of  relief  could 
be  heard  around  the  Lanca- 
shire Club  court  in  Man- 
chester as  White  threw  in  foe 
towel  and  Janes  headed  for  a 


5-2  lead  in  the  third  set  But 
mother  knew  best,  as  she  She 
warned:  "She  can  lose  it  from 
here,  I've  seen  it  happen 
before."  Sure  enough,  foe 
Janes  first  service  stuttered 
and  White  perked  up  at  the 
sight  of  a second  chance. 

Despite  foe  disappointment, 
Britain  were  still  only  one 
rubber  away  from  victory.  The 
stage  had  been  set  earlier  by 
Abigail  Tordoff,  who  enjoyed 
a comfortable  6-4. 6-0  win  over 
Lauren  Kalvaria.  Her  oppo- 
nent, without  her  trademark 
baseball  cap,  then  beat  Stephy 
Maybry  5-7,  6-1,  60,  though 
Mandy  Wain  wright  lost  4-6, 5- 
7 to  Whitney  Laflio. 


Hatyk  eyes  save  Drakes  from  paying  the  penalty 


By  Mel  WEbb 


A SHARP-EYED  tournament  official 
saved  a player  in  the  Eastern  Home 
Counties  ami  Anglia  regional  final  of 
The'  Tones  MeesPiersan  Corporate 
Golf.  Challenge  yesterday  from  col-: 
lectmg  a ■'fistful  of  penally  foots  that 
would  have  cost  his  team  victory. 

Danny  Roe,  at  16  foe  youngest 
pteyer  to  have  appeared  in  this 
regional  final  series,  had  15  clubs  in 
his  bag — one  more  than  foe  number 
altowedmfoeiules—asheprepared 
fo  start  his  round  at  Brocket  Hall,  if 
Dominic  Warren:  a member  of  foe 
MMA  event  management  team,  had 
not  spotted  Roe's  error  he  would  have 


incurred  a two-foot  penalty  on  each 
hole,  up  to  a maximum  erf  four 
penalties. 

Those  four  shots  would  have 
ited  Drakes  Group  Ltd  from 
ig  the  first  company  this  year 
to  claim  a place  in  the  national  final 
for  foe  second  time-They  appeared  at 
La  Manga  in  1995  and  finished  out  of 
foe  prizes.  Paul  Simcox,  their  captain, 
is  single-minded  in  his  intention  that 
they  will  do  better  this  year. 

Warren’s  hawk  eyes  were  given 
even  more  importance  by  foe  fact 
that  Roe  and  Suncox  started  on  foe 
10th,  and  since  they  won  foe  competi- 
tion from  1TM  Ltd  rally  after  a 
qounfhack  of  foe  inward  nine  holes. 


the  points  that  Roe  would  have  failed 
to  score  on  the  10th  and  11th  would 
have  left  Drakes  Group  cursing,  out 
of  foe  winners’  enclosure.  HM  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  Investigation  Ser- 
vice, national  finalists  last  year,  were 


third  again  after  a countback  against 
National  Mutual  life. 

Another  quirk  of  fate  in  Drakes’s 
success  came  in  the  person  of  Peter 
Gyoury.  In  1995  be  came  into  foe 
team  after  one  of  the  original  four 
had  to  withdraw,  and  foe  same 
happened  this  time.  “He’s  our  lucky 
mascot,”  Simcox  said. 

In  a cute  piece  of  team  manage- 
ment Simcox,  who  had  played  foe 
demanding  Brocket  Hall  course  be- 
fore, paired  himself  with  Roe,  an 
eight-han  dicapper,  who  had  not  In 
the  other  pairing  Gyoury,  also  off 
right  played  with  Phil  Morris. 

Simcox "s  strategy  produced  two 
solid  two-balls  that  scored  consistent- 


ly over  foe  18  holes.  Simcox  and 
Gyoury,  La  Manga  veterans  both, 
will  be  hoping  to  give  their  team  their 
local  knowledge  of  the  South  Course. 
Amid  foe  heat  and  shredded  nerves 
of  the  La  Manga  showdown,  foat 
oould  be  vitaL 


RESULTS;  76;  Drakes  Group  Ltd;  ITM  Ud  (Drakes 
Group  win  on  countback)  73:  HM  Customs  & Excise 
National  tnvnsumiion  Sennee;  National  Mutual  Lie 

SIM  Customs  4 Excise  ffvd  on  countback).  73: 
lAett  & Tokyo  Forex  International.  71:  Reuters  Lid 
i Corroon  Gioup  pic.  68:  MeuAson 


& Sflaw.  JPS  (Office  Supples)  Ud.  68:  General 
fafice  Golf  Association  B7: 


Signal  Network  Ltd;  RAF  Pofice 
Trevor  Jones;  KPMG  68:  Aukmt  Associates; 
Whitbread  pic.  65:  WKO  Bufidars  4 Decorator;  Ud. 
62:  MacIntyre  Hudson:  The  Comets  New  Scotland 
Yard;  Steel  Sendees  (Greet  Yaimouih)  Lid.  61:  Rowe 
4 Mew;  tends  Soioiore  60:  Heeflhcal  Group  pic 
5ft  Schoflekj  4 Co  Lid.  Melon  Fund  Administration 
Ud.  55:  MeesPlereon  Securities  (UK)  Ud.  NR: 
international  Petroteum  Exchange. 


T nCCU  i>  Today 


GUIDE  TO  THE  OTHER  WEEKEND  FIXTURES 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Kick-off  2 JO 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE: -Pre- 

mlnr  dMstocr  Aakam  v Wigan  9t  PNrick's; 

Beverim  v Egromont  Dudley  HB  v MeylMd; 

Haworth  v wootetan;  Oldham  St  Aran’s  v 

Lot*  UawWWnay  Central  v West  Hi*  Flrat 

dtaWorc  Barrow  (stand  v ThomM;  East 

Leads  v Rodh-3:  Mfcm  v Btaridroak; 

McMyeen  v kMont  Outen  v Ewtinoor 

Stttaugh  v Show  Cross  WbinvSt  Jude's  v 

I ninh  HMtt  Rurfinri  iHufrelwn-  P if mflfiliTii  u 


Leigh  cast-  Second  dMstorc  CfOsMcte  v 
Detwbuy  Moor  Yorit  Accra  v Normantorv 


HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier  tflvWdnc 

Barton!  Dgera  v Cannock  (to  AturmnB 

CommunfirCantre.  Watsal.  noon):  Baeston 
v_Doncas»  (a  Htgrftatds,  Nottingham, 


Wig's  Manor  School,  mod): -Hounslow  v 
Sorahgae  (at  Ditics*  Mesriasa.  1J3C)-  ' 
EUROSPOHT  AND  LB8URE  SOUTH 
LEAGUE  Premier  tftiMorc  Chtohenter  v 

FarahamipEaslcatB  v Heme  Bey:  High 

Wycombo  v Richmond:  Old  WN0Hm  wl 


Anchotlens; 
RamgwNe ' 

- Boumemouto; 


ns;  f\jdey  v Maidenhead: 
ia  v Ofr  of  Portsmouth;  Trojans  w 
cuto;  TunMdae  Wtoh  v Wh- 


chatoer WlmMadon  vBeckarlwm:  WoMng 

ska  ana 


Gore  Court  -MMdx/BerirefBucka 

Qxorr  Amerahan  v ktaitow;  AsNord 

Genads  Croea:  Famhvn  Common 


H«rxJoa  Lions  v Hayes;  Mlton  Kewnaa  v 

PHC  Chta- 


Phoans;  NawbuiyvBrad<na6: 

.wick  v West  Banpstasd:  Rfchlnge  Psdc  v 
Wokingham;  Staines  v Old  rOnaiontam; 

Sunhuy  v.Ctiy  of  Qxfcid.  Kant/Suaseoc 

AsMbid  v Worthing:  BBHC  v Tuba  hit 

Boday  bwicta  v Burnt  Ash;  Btackheath  v 

Brighton;,  Folkastone  v Lloyds  Bank: 

Horahem  V Old  WEarnsontoiK  Maiden 

Ruseato  vSevcnoete;  MttMon-Bogna1  v 

Eastboume:  Old  BonJenians  v Mid  Sussex; 

Old  HotooihMana  v Newhnen.  Hanp- 
ahka/Suney:  Andnar  v Ocehott: 


Bteingetoke  .vOid  Georotans;  Btendfbid  v 

Spencer  Chann  w adTSkm^flana: 

txndofl.Uhk/  v DuWch;  OU  QanWghanaw 


Barnw  OM  v Cambartey-  PetarefieB  v 
Epsom. 


ADNAMS  EAST  LEAGUE:  Pretniar-tff- 
•Man  A:  Ctacton  v Crortpq  Colchester  v 
tosafch;  Luton  Town  v Cantortdga  .Cky;. 
Patertaorough  Tn-  v Bbhop'e  «xtfrad; 
Sudbury  v Cambridge  LWv.  Premier 
ctivUon  ft . fpewfch  and  E Suffofc  v 


RUGBY  UNION  FIXTURES 


Today 

KJdfroff  3.0  uniasc  toiled 


Afied  Dunbar  Prenrierehlp 
RrettflvMon 


HariequinavSaie , 


Latoaterv  Bath  (2.15).  

Second  cflvtaton 

Coueraiyv  Wakefield 

FyWavr 


London  Scottish  v Bedford 

MoMfcvyOntor — 

Waterloo  v Exeter  

Wtet  Hartlepool  v Rotherham 


Jowaon  National  League 
Rrat  dMaioo 


li«pcoia  Helens  v Hanogate 
LydneyvWhertacMe 


vRossiyn  Park . 


gteyv 

v Nottetfham 


Woroefiar  u London  WMsh 


Poke  v Henley  .. 
CTWiftY  Esher 
r»anJvCheianham : 


SSJHMPTJ  Ftat  tflifaott  Qca*ne*  v 


MataOd  vBamstapia; 
gg’jggNwy1  v UunewtaroTtogufir  v 

|£!£dna»  -soutk  Eter.iflit  * 

narinr 


.ETT-  v.  ou  Mto-WhlQSfiehs; 

ESW*  « Thanto  Vtendorera  HU^p.  v 


Soutiiand  v Thunodc  Stainaa  v 
22PSP5J 8udbuw  v Chariton  fierio  SUtiaa 
rgtt"  v GuUtofd-and  Gottakrinfl! 
"WnvOdCawanf 

rtMstocc  ‘Stoftiry  * 
RjjtogWon:  Butdo  <i  BnsatWreet 
.Daby  v Brians 
a^J*Mord  v WhBdwcto  Lighten 
. WtoUgh;  MantiMd* 

ggS t Ftat  daWotc  Bncfinoun  v.Wnt 


aataeggaaefleaft 


Waiah 


-League 

srdhMon 


RretdMsion 

A^ientvop  v South  Waloa  Pofice  (2.0)-. 

Abartftiery  v Rumnay  (2 .ffl. — 

Durwart  V Uaixtoveiy  (2.0)  — 

Mooring  v Bonymaen  feJO)  ■ 


Merthyr  v Croaa  Kays'(Z.t9-;^.- — 


NawbridgavPontypoolJ2.D) — ; 

Traorchy  v Btackunod  (2J3}_ — 

Cardiff  fnst.v  Caarphfly  (2.0) 


;LhnhB«n 

y Mouhtton  Aaft  Tartoy  Utd  v TYedagwr. 


SftU  League  Trophy 
-Group  A 


Ednburoh  Aoada  v Hawick  

Heriot'aFP1 


1 v(3aagow  Hawks 

KIrkesMy  v Oata 


Mekoee  v Curie  — — 

Mussatxigh  v Preston  Lodge 

Group  B 

Stoaarv  Waet  o i ScotJend ..... - 

Boroughmulrv  Kateo 


OundaeHSFPvKffinamodc. 
jBd-Porest  vPB0Ua8.-4.-~ 


WateontansvStWng  County  — 


Gratae 

Aberdeen  GSFP  v Stswart’s  Mel  FP 
Gofdontowv  Gtenratties ■■ 


Group  D, 

HteitredAloGBihOv  Glagow.Se‘J,,,fl^:,  ■ 
aadrkvAj*  — ■■■• 

Ctub  match  ■ 


gyBngamouttTvStBWtotty  — — 7- 


Tomorrow. 


AJBed ^IXaJbBrPreintanrfto: 
HretdbUHT 


Bristol  vNortbampton 


London  Jrfchv 


Na^^eto.vHchrndhd, 


Saracen*  v<3toupfaar  -:r-— 

SHU  ' 

EcSnbuitfi  vCttedcrta  - 


Rontiord;  Norwich  City  v Bedtard;  Red- 
trtcjga  and  land  v CW  Soulhentlen:  St  Nee 
vBury  Si  Edmund*  West  Harts  vDeraham. 
DTZ  DEBENHAM  THORPE  MIDLAND 
LEAGUE  Premier  dMnlor:  Btawich  « 
Qton  and  WM  Wanricka;  Cowitiy  and 
North  Wanrickav  Nottingham;  HamptonJn- 
ATOen  v Haitame;  Khitoa  v Edgbeaton; 
North  SjaftordvBlOBScmWd;  Mormempton 
Saints  v North  Ncris. 

NORTH  LEAGUE  Fkat  dvWore  Ban 
Rhydcting  v Durtwm  University:  Cheater  v 
Furmby;  Harrogata  v Wtgatr,  Neston  v 
Soutiipoit  Norton  v Swaiwet  TVnpertey  v 
Sheffield  Bankers.  ■ 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND  & SOUTH  WALES 
LEAGUE  Premier  dMeion:  Bristol  Univ  v 
Taunton  veto;  Chettanham  v Ester  Univ; 
Oeuedon  v Btoh  Buccs;  Swensaa  v 
VIMorvajparMem;  Whitchurch  v Aooin- 


OTHER  SPORT 


BASKETBALL:  Buchreiser  League:  Leh 
cester  RSdara  v Wetloid  Hoyals  (^30).  Urt- 
befl  Trophy:  Derty  Stotm  v Manchester 
Giants  (730);  Bbntingham  v CiysM  Palace 
^terming  Bean  v Thames  VMey 

BOXING:  BiWah  and  Commonwealth 
bentnnnwright  chranplonotito:  F Ampoto 
(London)  v P Uoyd  pasmm  Port, 
Commonwealth  champion) 

Leisure 


nweabh  champion)  (at  Deeside 
Centre,  Cheasrt;  European  SgW- 
vrelght  chemplonatilp:  O Cano  Pft  ho&i) 
vBSdreor  futon)  (In ZangtaaTteialrO. 


CYCLING:  Britieh  unhmliMer  M cflmtj 
chaupionship  (to  Curber  Gap,  Bestow, 
2.QL 

ICE  HOCKEYS  SuperieaguK  Put  Scottish 
Eagles  v Baab^keBisan  p 2ttr.  Ncttino- 

' “ “ ' " Cobras  [7.19. 

: SamPflnais. 


Banaon  and  Hedges  PI 
" fad  Tigeni 


M lea  Tati. 

iajTXy,  Paisley  FVatos 


PatBibarough 

v Slough  Jots 


Pirates  i 

(7fl). 

LACROSSE:  Shephwde  Friendly  Society 
Leiqua:  Premier  division:  Chaada  hUna 
v Chaadia;  Haaeon  Meraey  v Maagr. 
SNOOKER:  Grand  Prtit  (In  Boumamouto). 
SPESJWAY:  Craven  SNatt  SanMnai, 


second  leg:E«ghoumB(3fi  v Ktog'sLgg 


1 Swindon  (40)  v Coventry 


lENNtft  Maureen  ( . . 

Britton  v United  States  (In  Ms 
Gfrgber*  Tore  avert  (in  Tai«on). 


: Great 


Tomorrow 


HOCKEY 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMrion: 


Cannock  v flaatoto'jri  Maris  Ground, 


Z2Bj\  Doncaster  v Sarford  Jgw  (at 

BBBVttPiXriBS, 

Ontertx»y  " — — ' — om' 

' v East 


gate  v East 
Taddtoflttn 
230).  Brail 


trn.  ftaldMtoor*:  Bromlwva  Atoans  (at 
Priory  tate»»  Centra.  Opjngnn,  1^; 
nhwwiw  City  v Fbabrands  (at  Ptodt 
Court  1.30);  Hanpstead  and  Warimlnriar 


roifintoDrdJW  P^dtoeWn^Racreation 

l.  12-atS):  ' 


Sound,  12-30):  Harteton  Magpies 

V ShotJprt  Hean,  2.0); 

Harent  v BrookSde  (at  Havant  Otosn. 

M):  tone  v HJI  (at  Bcatar  School,  li): 
Laww  v IraJan  GynWana  (at  South  Oown 
CM>,  ISO;  Lnughboraugii  Studsnta  v 

SSSSSOStK&R 

sSSoti  ftttPontath  County SdiooLTJffl. 


OTHS)  SPORT 


BASKETBALL^  Budwwey  Ueguto  Chae- 
tar  Jets  v NewuMtie  Caotoe  Ijndon 
taoparde  v London  To»w»|^=  OnHati 
Trophy:  MsnehBrier  Giants  v Sheffield 
3-WkS(&30). 

CYCLING:  Naitanai  M .effinb  .dwnpion- 

ertpslttRowateyBankDBftysNra.iaD). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  SugfoawM.  Shtofleid 
ftaS  Baaa^^dwCTr  Sterm^: 


saoond  to^Paaat»reu£pi  Pintea  vTatoro 


Tigers  (ftl... 

SNOCti®t  Grand  Prh  (to^nameuih). 


BASEBALL 


Hernandez  holds 


Indians  at  bay 


From  Keith  Biacxmore  in  Cleveland 


UVAN  HERNANDEZ,  a 22- 
year-old  defector  from  Cuba, 
carried  foe  Florida  Marlins 
on  his  broad  shoulders  to 
within  a single  victoiy  of  foe 
World  Series  here  on  Thurs- 
day night  The  Marlins  beat 
foe  Clevdand  Indians  8-7  to 
return  to  Miami  with  a 3-2 
lead  in  foe  best-of-seven  se- 


nes. 

If  they  win  either  of  the 
remaining  games,  to  be 
played  at  their  own  Pro 
Player  Stadium  tonight  and 
tomorrow,  they  win  take  the 
oldest  major  championship 
in  American  sport  less  than 
five  years  after  foe  formation 
of  the  dub. 

Hernandez,  who  was  the 
winning  pitcher  in  the  open- 
ing game,  came  within  two 
outs  and  a bad  umpiring 
mistake  of  pitching  a com- 
plete game,  overcoming  an 
attack  of  the  jitters  in  the 
foiid  frnning  to  defeat  Orel 
Hershiser.  for  the  second 
time.  A last,  desperate  rally 
by  foe  Indians  brought  them 
three  runs  in  the  bottom  of 
the  ninth  bin  they  came  up 
short  when  Sandy  Alomar, 
their  outstanding  player, 
fixed  out  to  right  odd  with  a 
man  on  first  base. 

Alomar,  whose  three-run 
homer  in  foe  third  had  given 
Cleveland  a 4-2  lead,  de- 
served better  but  his  team  did 

not  Their  last  rally  was 
founded  on  a dreadful  piece 
of  umpiring,  when  Ken  Kai- 
ser rated  that  Hernandez 
had  foiled  to  put  his  foot  an 
the  base  when  running  out 
Bip  Roberts.  Replays  showed 
dearly  foat  Roberts  should 
have  been  given  out 


Instead,  the  rally  devel- 
oped, Hernandez  was  re- 
placed by  Robb  Nen  and  foe 
Marlins  gave  up  force  runs, 
one  fewer  than  they  could 
afford.  Hernandez  had  strug- 
gled badly  in  foe  first  force 
innings,  giving  up  seven 
walks.  Afterwards,  Jim  Ley- 
land.  foe  Marlins  manager, 
was  asked  if  one  more  man 
on  base  then  would  have 
brought  the  end  for 
Hernandez.  “Youll  never 
know,”  he  replied  with  a 
grin. 

Until  foe  sixth,  it  seemed 
that  Hershiser,  at  39  foe 
grand  old  warrior  of  the 
series,  who  would  earn  the 
pitching  laurels.  But  when 
his  nemesis,  Moises  Alou, 
who  had  struck  a three-run 
homer  off  him  in  the  first 
game;  came  to  foe  plate  in  the 
sixth,  Hershiser's  confidence 
seemed  to  evaporate.  Three 
pitches  took  almost  five  min- 
utes and  foe  third  was  dis- 
patched over  the  leftfidd 
fence  for  a force-run  homer. 

And  so  foe  day  belonged 
once  again  to  Hernandez, 
who  shows  every  sign  of 
being  a pitcher  far  the  ages. 
That  be  should  be  Caban  is 
all  the  more  reason  for  him  to 
be  celebrated  in  Miami.  That 
he  should  be  so  young  is 
entirely  appropriate  for  a 
man  leading  such  a new 
team  towards  the  sport's 
summit  of  achievement.  His 
family,  forced  to  stay  in  Cuba 
by  the  government,  knew 
within  minutes  what  he  had 
done.  How,  he  was  asked. 
“It’s  a secret”  he  replied,  as 
mysterious  off  foe  mound  as 
he  bad  been  on  it 


GAME  FIVE  DETAILS 


i 


23456769 
2 0 0 0 4 0 1 1 


fains 


Hits  Errors 


1 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 


15 

9 


femlng 

FWda 
Qevetand 

Mining  pkdur.  ijvan  HantndK  Lotong  ptehac  Oro!  HereNser.  Store:  Ftobb 
Nam. . . 

Florida  toad  soles  3-2- 

The  World  Series  moves  to  Atiami  today  for  game  six  and  (It  required]  seven 
tomorrow.  The  aeries  Is  being  iatevisad  Owe  in  BrBain  by  Channel  5. 


-4- 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


CRICKET 


Third  Test  match 


Pakistan  v South  Africa 


FAISALABAD  (Bra  day  of  Bve;  South  Africa 
won  rose)  Pateaan,  into  eight  brst-kmngs 
wictets  « hand  are  198  rare  hehnd  Souffi 
Africa 


SOUTH  AFRICA;  Farmings 

G Kitten  not  out 100 

A M Bachar  c sub  b Wasan  Atawn 1 

B M McMflan  c bud  b Was|pi  Akram 2 

DJCdlnanRwOWaqar 0 

*W  J Cronje  bw  b Waoar  Ycxotis 9 

S M PotDCk  c Aarr»  b MusJrtaq  Ahmeo.  .5 
tO  J Richardson  c Saqiatn 

b Mushtaq  Ahmed  8 

L Khrsencr  c >fn  b Mushtaq  Ahmad  IB 

PLSwTJcnxbWaran  Akram  B1 

A A Donald  c Murttaq  Ahmed 

b Wasim  Akram  .. . ...  ..  2 

P R Adams  Bw  b Azhar  . ....1 

Extras  (b  A.  to  3.  nb  51 12 

Total 239 


F*J.  OF  WICKETS:  1-2.  2-11.  3-12.  A-30. 
5-10  6-64.  7 98,  8-222.  8-230. 

BOWUNG:  Wasim  Akram  16-642-4;  Wtoqar 
Younts  10-1-36-2;  Musttaq  Atoned  22-3- 
81  -a  Azhar  Matoreod  10.4-2-36-1 ; Saqtaln 
Mushtaq  10-2-37-0. 

PAKISTAN:  Flrat  Innings 

All  Naqvi  b Donato li 

■Saaed  Anwar  few  b Pollock 3 

|az  Ahmad  not  out IS 

Insamam-tti-Haq  not  our. . — - . ...12 
Total  (2  wtrta) 41 


AamJr  Sahati.  tktoln  Khan.  Wasim  Akram. 
Azhar  Mahmcud.  Waqar  Younts,  Saqtaln 
Mushtaq  and  Mushtaq  Ahmed  to  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKETS1 1-10. 2-16 
BOWUNG:  Donald  B-1-28-1:  Pt*x*  54- 
12-1;  Adams  2-1-T-O:  SymaBt  1-1-W) 
Umpires:  S Dunn  (Naur  Zealand)  and 
Mten  Aalam 


TOUR  MATCH:  Calms  (third  ifey  of  tout): 
” ‘ ‘ ' 63i  and  190- 


New  Zealand  196  (B  A Pocock  i 
IGF  Fternng  5B  rax  out);  Queensland 
571-9  dec  (M  Love  201) 

SHEFFELO  SHIELD:  Sydney  (IWrd  bay  et 
tour):  Victoria  SOM  dec  and  1764  (I  J 


ffl  not  out);  New  South  waas  407-4 
dac  |S  R Waugh  202  n 


R Waugh  202  not  out  S Lae  B1  not 
out).  Perth  (second  day  at  tout)-  western 
Aufinlla  477-5  dec  (A  C Gichnst  203  not 
out  T M Moody  101):  South  Australia  124-fl. 


BADMINTON 


SANTON:  Intemattonal  match;  England  0 
China  6 (England  names  first  T Woodward 
lost  to  PI  Hangym  5-1 1. 4-1 1 : E Chaffin  and 
S Katdakar  tost  to  Liu  Zhang  and  Huang 
Nanyan  8-15.  3-15:  M Constable  lost  w J 
Xbgpang  8-15,  14-17;  J Anderson  end  I 
Swan  fast  to  Chang  Rul  and  Wtang  Wai 
18-14. 13-15, 12-15.  C Htrt  and  Hardater 
tost  to  Ztoi  Pang  and  P1 15-8,  fi-15, 12-15). 


BASEBALL 


WORLD  SERIES:  Oavatand  7 Florida  8 
{Florida  ted  bea-ol-sawn  series  3-3). 


BASKETBALL 


BUDWBSER  LEAGUE  Leicester  Riders 
136  Derby  Stom  134  (OT). 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Grouc  A:  CSKA  Moa- 
cow  77  £tes  P&en  [Turt  73:  Limoges  (Fr]  71 
Real  Madrid  65,  Maccatti  TeTAviv  73 
ONmoiokos  (Gr)  57.  Group  B;  Croatia  Spilt 
72  Benetton  Trawa  (W  77,  Porto  (Por)  69 
Esbdlarm  Madrid  82.  Group  C:  Kinder 
Bologna  (H)  W Utkorsoor  fTur)  64:  Partaw 
Belgrade  86  PauJFr)  72;  Hapori  Jeroaalam 
B1  Bareatana  SB.  Group  Dt  Otimgha 
Ljub^ana^tomua)  89  Teamsystem  Bo- 


BOWLS 


women1*  indoor 
trite:  M3  bt 


aaaoctattcm 
VMD18B  80-68. 

YETTON  TROPHY:  EWIBA  mrSorte  Inter- 
dub  ohamptonahto:  Prefirrtnvy  round: 
Boston  W SteBTilotd  77-€6:  Tatarbridga  bt 
toea  99-58;  CesbonxQh  (Makfenhaad)  bt 
H«ga  l03^.Euma  tx  Padbrook  Partt  94- 


67.  StdmoUh  ts  Awnfastur  91-68:  Budlargh 


Saftarran  tn  South  Hams  86-72:  Torbay  or 
ndarlana  br 


Esnouth  Madeira  8S-B1;  Sundart 
Durtiam  90-64:  Spermymoor  bt  Redcai  1 IP- 
63:  Uncoin  bt  tern  Sutton  85-71 
AddMhorpe  U Homcadto  87-63;  Louth  W 


Scunthorpe  102-76:  Steatord  bt  West 
Lndaay  92-62;  Grantham  bt  East  Lindsey 


87-69;  Nottingham  a Ashfeld  122-61 
Chammod  a South  Forest  73-42:  Melton 
Mowbray  to  Newark  8667;  Eaiwd  U 
Chnch  Grasby  79-65:  Gedhng  a Carlton 
105-60;  Basaedaw  a Lecester  92-64; 
Cambridge  Chesterton  a Turpins  93-54. 


Kettering  bt  Northampton  9 1-48:  Fefcestow 
andSufloK  


Ik  a Sole  Boy  76-59:  Weet  Mercia 
a Bishop  s Storttord  8981:  Toweriands  a 
Harwich  88-6G.  Eseo*  Ctxnty  te  CoWvsrar 
11344;  TMxjy  a Jacks  Centre  63-71; 
Harpendsn  a Watiord  B1-79;  Stovenage  a 
Bfcachfey  75-71;  Stoda  « Gosting  79-72; 
Rugby  Thomfleld  h Cowantry  86-87; 
Gtoueasrar  a Thsmesdawi  93-61:  Swn- 
dan  Wesflecoi  M Pen*swe«  93-53:  Ben- 
mam  a Fatoord  88-71;  Banuaer  Park  a 
FBvreMte  120-50  Solanl  « Arun  9963; 
Bournemouth  a East  Dorset  77-66;  Cay  tA 
Bom  U Frame  S3- 78:  Nalteey  a Bristol  89- 
72.  Northavon  H Cteme  Dunbar  76-73, 
Chnstio  Mtilar  Moorvakars  a Fooseway  82- 
81;  Taunton  a Veovi  78-67;  Weston  St 
Andrews  M Woodsorrg  76-77:  Mtoehead 
to  Urtonster  7977;  Donjon  M Ud-Davon 
65-58;  Bridgwater  a Wefcngton  122-57. 


BOXING 


BUDAPEST:  World  amateur  champfan- 

sftlpK  Ouartar-finala:  81kg:  A Lebaak 

£l|ss)bt  TJwowstd  (W)  M:S  Kjrk  lire)  bt 


Erokw  (Bui)  199;  F Serna  HUM 
Benguasma  tAlgJ  14-7:  l Alvarez  (Cuba)  a 
Y Qaurii  (Tie)  191  -r-BH^p  S 


jazin  (Rues) 

P VUoz  raj  a Ahmed  At»d  Samoa 
«J  11-3.  SamMirais:  48hg:  R VWasco 
) a R Dydi  (Slovakia)  7-4;  M Romero 

it  a D Petrov  (Bui)  5-3  54kg:  W Font 

S Kamaz  (Tur)  91;  R 

(Russ)  or  A Rflmazt®ri  {Anri) 

16-3.  60kg:  A Maletin  (Ruas)  a Shin  Eun 

Chul  (5  to)  15-10:  TUtemm  [Mono)  wo  K 

irefcur 


Gtgtpdza  (Geo) 


: S Dzm 


:(UW) 


Simon  (Rom)  12-4: 0 Bakov  (Russj  a 
(Cuba)  94.  


J H Store 
(Cuba)  btJ-P  Mendy 


94.  78kg:  A Hemandaz 

rl)7^,Eaott 


W D Bgertorart^j^  7-5.  91 


Chagaav  [Urbl  W M hanks  (Ger)  197;  F 
Savcn  (Cuba)  btT  BTomsen  (Den)  ra  3rd. 


FOOTBALL 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  SUPER  CUP:  Group 
Aran- 


one:  Cnjzaso  (Br)  2 Boca  Juniors 
fndependfente  (Arjg)  2 Colo  Colo  (Chile)  2. 
Group  (wo:  VeJaz  Sarefleto  (Arg)  3 San 
Pablo  (BO  3- 

Thursday's  tote  results 
EUROPEAN  CUP  WINNERS'  CUP:  Sec- 


ond round,  flrat  tog:  Tromao  (Nori  3 

...  _ 


ChetsBE  2.  AB(  Athens  2 


ia)  a Shakta_Ocrelsk  [Uto^  1 


(D|  3:  Rode  JC  Kerkrade 
Primal  Atdovsctne  (Stonrtito  0;  Mbs  (Ffl  2 
Stavla  Prague  2,  Germinal  Ekaren  (BeQ  0 
VtB  Stuttgart  (G«l  4;  Real  Stiffs  (Sp)  2 PC 
CopanhaganO. 

PONWS  LEAGUE:  Premier  iMaion: 
Everton  4 Uvaraool  3.  Cup:  Group  three; 
Daty2  wSafllT 
FAVOUTH 


CLP;  Third  (jualMng  rbuxt 
Great  WtikemgS  Kings  Lym  t 
FAI  HARP  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  Prentiar 
dMstort  Ouidafc  1 Drogheda  1. 
BRAZILIAN  LEAGUE:  Ffantirwwnaj  1 
Corinthians  ft  FUmfina  3 Attoboo 
Paranaense  1;  Bahia  1 Wamactonal  4. 
SOUTH  AMERICAN  SUPERCUP:  Grotto 
two:  Ftarengo  (ft)  3 Olimpia  (Par)  3. 
Group  flverKFfae^g  Ctub  tAiia2Vasco  da 
Gama  (Brt  3;  Samos  (Br)  2 mgr  Plate  (Arg) 
1.  Group  toun  Gremto  (Br)  3 Estodtontas 
(Aig)2. 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Premier  League  Tro- 
phy:  Undar-l&  HerffiMSahtm  2 


GOLF 


MAEMft  OM  Pro-Am  Leaden  after  two 
round*  (Greet  Britain  and  Inlaid  iriess 


Syrian  (Sp)i 


a 


SPORT 


ITTIiTrTrai 


Douglas 

looms 


large  for 
Lewis 


M eoxnao:  James 
“Buster”  Douglas,  foe  former 
undisputed  world 
heavyweight  champion,  is 
heading  the  queue  of 
contenders  for  Lennox  Lewis's 
World  Boxing  Council 
crown.  Douglas  and  Lou 
Savarese,  another 
American,  are  the  opponents 
most  favoured  by  Home 
Box  Office,  Lewis's  American 
cable  network,  for  a tide 
defence  in  Las  Vegas  on 
February  21. 

The  irian  is  dependent 
an  Lewis's  failing  in  his 
attempt  at  a unification 
deal  with  Evander  Holyfield, 
foe  World  Boxing 
Association  (WBA)  champion, 
should  he  beat  Michael 
Moorer,  foe  International 
Boxing  Federation  holder, 
on  November  8.  Holyfield 
may  be  ordered  to  meet 
the  winner  of  a WBA  title 
final  eliminator  between 
Orlin  Norris  and  another  of 
foe  leading  contenders. 


Fair  challenge 


■ GOLF:  Lora 
Fair-dough,  27,  foe  Solheim 
Cup  player  from  Chorley, 
recorded  a four-under-par  68 

to  be  foe  leading  British 
player  — in  joint  fourteenth 
place  on  level-par,  216  — 


going  into  foe  fourth  and 
final  round  of  foe  United 


States  LPGA  Final 
Qualifying  School  at 
Daytona  Beach.  Florida. 
Only  foe  leading  23 
players  and  ties  will  secure 
players'  cards. 


Mather  moves 


■ RUGBY  LEAGUE: 

Castleford  Tigers  yesterday 
signed  Barrie- Jon  Mather, 
24,  foe  former  Wigan  and 
Great  Britain  utility 
player,  on  a contract  for  next 
season,  after  foe  player's 
ill-fated  twotyear  spell  in 
Australia  with  foe  now 
defunct  Perth  Reds  dub. 


High  ambition 


■ CYCLING:  Stuart 
Dangerfi eld  aims  to  win  foe 
national  lull  dimb 
championship  for  the  third 
successive  year  on  foe 
L704-metres  ascent  of 
RowsleyBank,  near 
Ma&odi,  tomorrow. 


M A Jimenez  (Spl  67. 66. 136:  R Boxafi  64. 
72;  J Lomas  67.  Eft  D Smyth  6B.  67. 137:  W 
Riley  lAus)  71. 06,  G Turner  (Nri  68. 6ft  J 
Pinero  (Sm  67, 70;  G Evans  70. 67:  H Oak 
70.  67;  I Pyman  68,  69:  P Lawrle  71,  66 
138:  J Spares  68,  72;  P Harrington  72.  66. 
M Moufand  65.  73: 1 Garrido  (Sp)  71 . 67:  P 
Spited  (Swe)  69,  86;  S Cage  70,  68;  S 
Amsa  fTrin)  71.67;  J RWero  (Sp)  66,  73 
LAS  VBBAS:  PGA  Invitational:  Laadara 
attar  taro  rounds  (United  States  unlasa 
stated)'  12ft  W Gtasson  63. 65.  W Mbyte 
65. 63:  D Watoor!  65, 63. 129:  K Gibson  84, 
65.  S Lowery  66,  64  ISO:  B Fabal  64.  66. 


131:E  Tryba  66. 65;  P Mfctaleon  68, 63,  W 
”,65  13ftMr  ' •• 


Levies,  65  132:  M Catoavscchla 66,  66. K 
Suttwland  69,  63;  T Demsey  68,  64;  T 
Woods  68.  64;  E Johnson  67,  65  Other 
K 14&  A Lyte  (OB)  74,  74 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL)-  Boston  2 
Tampa  Bay  2 iOT)  New  Jersey  2 Montreal  i 
(OTT;  Ottawa  2 Rorida  2 (OT);  Phaadelphia 

4 Calgary  3;  Si  Loula  4 Vancouver  1: 
Rwensra  Washington  3 (OT);  Los  Angotes 
1 Detroit  4. 


RUGBY  UNION 


SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Oenstoria  58 
Bfihop  Vesa/s  12;  St  Edward's,  Oxford  67 
Magdalen  CoS  12. 


SNOOKER 


BOURNEMOUTH  INTERNATIONAL  CEN- 
TRE: Grand  Pita:  QuarteHtoate:  D Dale 


bt  C Smal^Scot)  92.  J White  (Eng) 


M Price  (Eng)! 


SPEEDWAY 


IPSWICH:  16  lapper  1.  C Lous  I 
Z7pts;  2.  M Loram  (Bradtord)  1&  3. 
Nkfadlfi  ppGwcrq  14;  4.  T Gotiob  Pol)  14; 
5,  K Tatum  (Peuabarough)  14;  G.  S Pettier 
(King's  Lym)  14. 


SQUASH 


KUWATT:  ROW  ehamptonah^  Final:  P 
Mcol  pool)  br  R Eytes  (Aua)  196.  12-15, 
16-17. 198,  194 

MELBOURNE:  Arjstratian  women's  Open: 


HC  Jackman  (Gffl  4-9, 4-9,94,91, 97: 5 
Fta-Garald  (Aus)  bt  C Nitch  (SU  92.  92. 
91:  M Martin  (Aus)  bt  L Joyce  ?3)  94, 90. 


90 

SRA  NATIONAL  _ 

Hartridae  Chtitimter  S University  of 
VMaT&nm  0 (CSdiB^iSmSlfer  N 
Dugan  bt  M . — - - 

GenawrblG  i 
Hams  I 

Vai  . 

Chaman  bl  J Wak  90, 90, 90). 


TENNIS 


STUTTGART:  Men's  tournament:  TNrd 

B*3rtf,nan  (Sw)  bt  N 


TGofer  (GteW, 6-2 

MEXICO  oTY;  Second  round:  JA  Vioca 


HI SJBiafWSBSW 


---  — ---  i-i-i  - 7-5;  A Sa  (ft)  m L 
HsreraJMod  241, 93, 94;  JA  Mail  (Sp) 
bcAHemmon  (Mas)  8-3. 4-6, 6-4.  ISW 

Ut®MBOURa^Sn»nta1 iSnUment 

IBBra^Bsa 

“ 4 Kroger  (SA)  93,  94;  sm  a h 
m SnSda)  94. 7-fl. 

CtTYi  Women's  tournament: 


M Mi'M  Oribcw 


Greirt  Britain  under-21  6 \nm 

fto-  LWnodroffea  J Tral  92. 97. 93:  M 
WHtanright  and  A Tordott  bt  J Ti«  and  L 
Xahiarta  91. 93;  Tordoff  (p  Kahrena  9 , 
Ai  91;  L Latimer  tt  S Mabery  4^,  91, 90) 


t'A 


T 


» l 

I • w 

(l 


kp'i)  d-g  j-kS/g 


42  SPORT 

RACING:  PROMISING  WOODS-TRAINED  JUVENILE  CAN  CLAIM  VALUABLE  DONCASTER  PRIZE 

No  reservations  about  Little  Indian 


the  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


LITTLE  INDIAN  can  thwart 

his  more  fashionably-bred  ri- 
vals in  the  Racing  Post  Trophy 
at  Doncaster  today  — and 
rates  one  of  the  best  each-way 
bets  of  the  year  at  around  7-1. 
The  Sean  Woods-trained  run- 
ner. well  bought  at  only  21,000 
guineas  at  JattersaUs  sales 
last  year,  boasts  the  best  form 
in  a race  in  which  there  are 
question  marks  against  sev- 
eral leading  fancies. 

Little  Indian  is  a son  of  Little 
Missouri,  a little-known  sire 
yet  one  who  has  produced  a 
classic  winner.  Little  Missouri 
was  an  admirably  tough  race- 
horse in  the  United  States  who 
won  $500,000  and  eight  races 
from  six  furlongs  to  I'z  miles. 
Kerired  to  stud  in  193S,  he  is 
hardly  a household  name 
among  breeding  pundits,  but 
he  has  produced  his  fair  share 
of  pattern  winners,  most  nota- 
bly Prairie  Bayou,  who  landed 
the  Preakness  Stakes,  the  sec- 
ond leg  of  the  American  Triple 
Crown,  in  1993. 

A fast-finishing  third  on  his 
debut  at  Newmarket.  Little 
Indian  duly  justified  strong 
support  when  again  finishing 
strongly  to  win  at  Haydock  in 
July.  Next  stop  was  Good- 
wood for  the  Champagne 
Stakes,  in  which  he  again 
stayed  on  particularly  well  to 
finish  a close  third  behind  the 
smart  pair.  Central  Park  and 
Docksider. 

However,  it  is  the  form  of 
his  latest  start  when  he  won 


the  group  three  Solano  Stakes 
at  Sandovm.  which  points  to 
his  chance  this  afternoon. 
Outpaced  turning  for  home, 
he  relished  the  finishing  climb 
and  produced  his  distinctive 
strong  run  to  grab  die  spoils 
from  Tracking,  die  useful 
Henry  Cecil-trained  colt 
John  Dunlop's  well-regard- 
ed Haami.  who  finished  third, 
subsequently  captured  the  list- 
ed Somerville  Tattersall 
Stakes  at  Newmarket,  while 
fourth-placed  Sharp  Play, 
beaten  almost  fourth  lengths. 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  LITTLE  INDIAN 

(3.40  Doncaster) 

Next  best;  Bristol  Channel 
(1  JO  Newbury) 


had  finished  second  to  King 
Of  Kings  and  subsequently 
was  beaten  just  over  three 
lengths  in  the  Royal  Lodge 
Stakes.  Moreover,  fifth-placed 
Celtic  Cavalier  was  an  eye- 
catching second  to  King  Of 
Kings  in  the  National  Stakes, 
in  which  he  received  a tender 
ride. 

Given  his  style  of  racing. 
Little  Indian  looks  sure  to 
appreciate  the  step  up  to  a 
mile  — and  the  likely  strong 
pace  will  suit  him.  Both  Kili- 
manjaro and  Mountain  Song 
are  best  with  forcing  tactics 


Bristol  Channel  to 
continue  tide  of 
success  for  Hills 


NEWBURY 

BBCI 

I JO:  Swing  Sister  showed 
her  25-1  winning  debut  at 
Nottingham  fast  month  was 
no  fluke  when  running  on 
strongly  ro  finish  a good 
second  to  Social  Charter  in  a 
conditions  event  at  Leicester 

II  days  ago.  Mihnah  rel- 
ished the  mud  when  win- 
ning a York  maiden  by  five 
lengths  from  Love  Academy 
(winner  since)  and  will  ap- 
preciate today's  extra  fur- 
long. However,  Bristol 
Channel  looked  above  aver- 
age when  winning  a maiden 
at  Leicester  last  month  and 
the  form  has  worked  out 
well.  With  Bany  Hills’s  juve- 
niles in  top  form,  the  Gener- 
ous colt  can  make  the 
necessary  improvement 

2.00:  The  consistent  Consort 
is  well  treated  bur  always 
seems  to  find  one  too  good. 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


when  fifth  in  the  group  one 
Prix  Vermeille.  The  Slip 
Anchor  filly  should  appreci- 
ate today's  going.  Salmon 
Ladder  won  this  race  last 
year  from  Kutta  but  Busy 
Flight,  not  disgraced  in  the 
Arc.  is  the  best  of  the  older 
generation. 

DONCASTER 

CHANNEL 4 
3.10;  In  a race  with  question 
marks  against  most  runners, 
the  in-form  Jo  Mell  is  the 
percentage  call.  Tim 
Easterby’s  progressive 
handicapper  recorded  his 
best  effort  when  winning 
comfortably  for  todays  rider 
at  Ascot  last  time  and  a 
reproduction  of  that  form 
would  suffice.  Swiss  Law 
has  claims  judged  on  his  run 
at  Goodwood  when  first  past 
the  post  but  the  Godofphin 
runner  disappointed  last 
time  and  Elegant  Warning 
may  pose  the  biggest  threat 
This  group-placed  filly  was 
not  disgraced  behind  Kahal 
last  Saturday. 


Arbuthnot:  high  hopes  3-40:  See  above. 


Mithali.  proven  on  easy 
ground,  has  won  two  nan- 
handicaps  but  looks  plenty 
high  enough  in  the  weights. 
Straro.  effective  making  the 
pace  or  coming  off  it  has 
shown  his  best  form  on  a 
sound  surface  — unlike 
Prince  Of  DeniaL  David 
Arbuthnot's  runner  disap- 
pointed on  fast  ground  in  the 
Cambridgeshire.  but 

bounced  back  on  good 

ground  at  Newmarket  last 
Saturday  when  overcoming 
a poor  draw  to  be  a strong- 
finishing  sixth  behind  Gulf 
Shaadi.  Today's  extra  fur- 
long should  suiL 

230:  Kalrana  can  enhance 
the  excellent  record  of  fillies 
in  this  race.  The  Luca 
Cumaru-t rained  runner  was 
a smooth  winner  of  the 
Galrres  Stakes  from  The 
Faraway  Tree  and  Book  At 
Bedtime  (both  winners  since) 
before  a creditable  effort  on 
unsuitably  firm  ground 


4.15:  Deterrent  overcame 
traffic  problems  to  score  in  a 
conditions  race  at  Salisbury 
and  the  form  was  boosted 
when  the  runner-up, 
Toblersong,  obliged  at  Yar- 
mouth on  Wednesday.  Reg 
Akehurst’s  runner  reopposes 
on  identical  terms  and  there 
is  no  obvious  reason  why  he 
should  reverse  the  form. 
Monte  Lemos.  who  appears 
to  need  good  ground,  looks 
the  biggest  danger. 

4.45:  The  well-drawn 
Zerpour  has  plenty  in  his 
favour.  Winner  of  a New- 
market maiden  before  floun- 
dering on  false  ground  at 
York.  Luca  Cumani’s  runner 
did  particularly  well  over  an 
inadequate  ten  furlongs  last 
time,  just  failing  to  hold  the 
progressive  Mithali.  Kieren 
Fallon  deserts  Veridian  in 
favour  of  (nvermark.  a good 
second  at  Haydock  last  time. 

Richard  Evans 


and  should  set  things  up 
nicely  for  LITTLE  INDIAN. 
Olivier  Peslier,  the  outstand- 
ing French  jockey,  has  been 
booked  to  ride. 

Mudcer,  winner  of  his  two 
outings  despite  swishing  his 
tail,  is  open  to  further  im- 
provement over  this  nip  and 
holds  each-way  claims,  al- 
though the  Godolphin  runner, 
may  lack  tire  necessary  dass. 
The  Alec  Stewart-trained 
Mutamam  has  impressed  on 
both  starts  but  — significantly 
— his  two  victories  came  in 
slowly-run  races  and  his  form 
could  be  suspect. 

Kilimanjaro  looked  a top- 
class  colt  in  the  making  when 
winning  in  the  mud  at 
Sandown  but  failed  to  create 
the  same  impression  on  a 
faster  surface  in  the  Royal 
Lodge  Stakes  at  Ascot,  where 
he  was  niggled  along  early  on. 
The  Michael  Stoute-trained 
runner  was  held  up  that  day, 
but  is  likely  to  race  more 
prominently  here. 

Apart  from  Little  Indian,  the 
only  runner  with  group  win- 
ning form  is  Saratoga 
Springs,  who  won  the 
Beresford  Stakes  ax  the  Cur- 
ragh  last  Sunday  on  soft 
ground.  The  Aidan  O'Brien- 
trained  runner  had  earlier 
returned  a smart  performance 
when  landing  die  Acomb 
Slakes  at  York.  In  between, 
however,  he  had  his  limita- 
tions exposed  behind  Daggers 
Drawn  at  Doncaster. 


Saratoga  Springs  represents  Ireland  in  today's  Racing  Post  Trophy  al  Doncaster 


THUNDERER 

1.40  Sense  Of  Wonder  3.10  Swiss  Law 

Z1 0 Billy  Bushwacker  JJj MONTTEXEMOS  (nap) 

2.40  Crowded  Avenue  4.45  Zerpour 

Timekeeper's  top  rating:  1 .40  BURNT  YATES. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  3.40  QUIET  ASSURANCE  (nap). 
4.15  Deterrent  4.45  Invsrmark. 


GOING:  GOOD 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


DRAW:  5F-7F,  HIGH  NUMBERS  BEST 
SIS 


1 .40  JOCK  MURRAY  MEMORIAL  NURSERY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £6.164: 71)  (15iurmeis) 

>01  O)  134243  S£A MAGIC 70  (S) (fl  Fbrtnrtfi)  B ttfls  9-/  . KUr  92 

102  (l|  56 1 FL0RA3  20  (Dfl  rP  J fttofcp  9-2 MJJOwe  78 

103  (13)  01  SENSE  OF  WOWSER  18  (F)  (0  TnoTrai)  3 Merten  3-6 JWfcM  06 

104  (14)  321400  UD017<F)(GBeed)8«ni9-2  - - HWs  « 

105  (7)  5400410  BUfWTYATES  12 (Dfi)fl Brat1  «W East** 3-13  JU  P 

106  IS!  061600  KMASKY  36  IF)  (Kttrtaii  ten.;  Rinser  S-9 ..  JF «*»  94 

107  (21  0130  waCffliESl*6ET36(S)p&i«iert}ja^swS^  — C Lwdw  (5)  OB 

106  (12)  1433323  MGHAL0MG 9 (D.G) (NirtigjB Uxtje tans) M Brtei 8-8  . DUarH*i(7)  95 

109  (15)  060010  PHAHORSAN  GOLD  2 (6|  (Add  tea  Sirattae  (?|)  R tereo  5-7  0 Paste  88 

110  (6)  10000  fMCESS«7AI£8(CS)(W8«Ae*S»rraa3Msrc«»6r8-r  - Tineas  88 

111  (5)  4103186  FQnESS  96 (BF.G)  (Coax  Ptcmdws  LH1 U "firtJB  B-5  — KmTttte  88 

112  (ID  00350  FALXB43ERG 12  <B Yartlei  Cononersa  tnTi  M Johnson 8-0  ._  NAtens  96 

113  (81  0000  LARAUAWA  8 (Lwntt  & Vajgtan)  P Earn  7-12  D Wight  93 

114  (4i  0013064  SAMJM0»rA(nA9«fl<Sa«swrsifilesC«TEj=»6iFMfl  LOrmart  86 

115  110}  43S5  FRANKS  FAB  9 (M  W)  M Jaw  MO TYKfcms  96 

BETTWG:  7-2  Fftnzi.  6-1  Sea  Mays  7-i  3-1  Sense  O Wader  Utatang.  12-1  Lite.  Bifrt  ties. 

Pennies.  FUonra?  14-1  o hr. 

1998-  BROUGHTONS  ERROR  Ml  J CMS  PG-1|  W Kicti  10  on 


2.10  CORN  EXCHANGE  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(£4,078:  1m  2f  60yd)  (15  tiaras) 

201  (14)  2245020  BU.Y BUSHKAC1®  17  (C.F5)  " C-V-'.  Vr.  V W JM  CB 
aj?  {121  0002060  BREAK  7HE  RUES  7 (C8/.&5)  il  /heir*  2 MSfcHs  s-9-4  PUflOertsp)  St 

203  (9)  1230000  UAffUL  12  (BC0/.S)  (C  Baser -Lanor,  V®  1 Pc^  5-9-4  . . N Kennedy  84 

204  (15)  /0Q2W)  G0«  FORA  BURT0N1  »2  (Di.S)  [H  Cardan  ? Ua*  7-9-3  . JFotae  71 

205  <3i  -500060  TM  fOfl  ACTION  7 (F.<5)  (Un;  0 Sr*;  fer^ir  5-3-1  - ..  JMam  91 

206  (131  0450035  BDAC  t0  (Df.Bf  (B 8®4cca(J  ’."Ac: 5-9-T  --  CDUWJ  68 

207  (Mi  3406  -WGGLEH  82  (The  Oram.  lac  HaB.*«s*  2-5-10 L Define  77 

US  (^  0151101  BWHSTOfeiOffJJf^HR&KTiRrTl^rcrpHUPw^-a  AMtfta*  90 
m (51  6444042  0(®AMEDia©fli?9aflnftar;  ;Sjsri-a-8  77 

210  (31  43660’  Wt77KHYA  & (A  taste,  Us  K ."Jeci?/  £-2-5  SOomw  - 

211  (6)  5604030  MSS  FBVSRA  BOSE  37  ij  Parsi  u lots  3-M  . . HJ.On  * 

212  (2i  150050  PK304S  5 IF)  iDw  Enrao  moat  EiS'x  -'znt  >3-6 ftmTktfr  69 

213  (41  00  PfWC£WBHUTA«162('j^rjn3l=iAfi-y-’5!3-M  . 0 P«ste  60 

2/4  >1i  MUW  fAUSaV0ffSS3(Si'?w:Ut7fZt£;*=:  J 7 Egan  79 

215  (111  06000  ARRETOtrS  FARCY  71  (V-Mtt;  ?«:  S:  :if;  i 2^.'n  :-•$-«  _ DWrtfii  - 
BFTT8C  2-1  tessera  Gone  For  A aur*.  7-1  SJr  Uiew  M Bra.  ^ itie  Otet  10-1 
Sdac  i3-i  atm 

1996  BREAK  IW  RUJS  «-S-!  a ‘AVrtJtOfK^ 


2.40  DONCASTER  WRITBIS  RATH)  HANORIAP 

(E8.266.5f)  (22  furmas) 

301  |5|  4(00010  TAD60  9 (0F.G5)  COcwi  VS9KOfS-r-:  . . DealfcKtatt  95 

30:  M6i  2-20240  AflO  14  (F)  (C  Erx--«;  C EjT.t  -1-5-7  _ . OODonah*  93 

303  (19)3620002  CPOWDSI AV94UE 27 j 3/Si K Fatal  92 

334  I21T.  0626050  M3U1  SPARK  9 (C0J=.S|  -F  iaCy  ; . ..  D SrtHfts  (31  W 

3CS  114)  0-10001  F>EHfiYS70H Wtf 35 iV.CO/.G^  Wes 5-6-13  l Dettori  109 

306  I3i  3300040  flOG^S  DAKCEB  7 'Oi.Gl  ■:  5s-.'  I Ac-.i  W-V  - JF  Egw  92 
»7  (2i<  601 1510  WHJC  STOW  9 (3FJJ/.3S)  3 Re.-^  OZ-tj.  3-5-12  J #czm  1 00 

303  ill  3201223  ANSELUIAN 9 (BO? Ga  tes'.:  Xerz-.-.z^/ 7-Mi  CUMONr (5)  104 

309  (:51  6205100  RllDf S PET  14  (8J)  G.S)  PsrcV.Si  * hj-.-’an  3-3-11  D Piste  101 

310  Hi’ 2303000  WOK  AS  SHARP  9 •‘TrviTam.P  5-3-  1C-  ..  6«nJ  96 

311  rioi  ajanoo  wEsrcourrKAac35id.FG5>  h zs&t*  *^-10  (.oam*  ids 

212  (71  4432050  SURPRISE  MSSBN  9 (CO f S.S’  D tr r??  Vo  : W J Fortne  98 

313  H3i  -100601  CWMVASffiART17iDf.!lSi  V^xr*S!.*=Jj}xC  SctJanefl-M  80W  107 

314  (Xi  (S3B3046  REPERTORY  9 (0  G>  "i  Su<F.  V Sacis-.  . S Ctems  95 

Jf5  Ci  0010050  (AGO  01 1 MM#  9 tV.C3f.GSi  ‘-‘27  Zzz  3 f MS  . f tyodl  92 
316  i6l  -041450  FARAWAY  IASS  28  (F.G)  -J  3BCi  Ic:  -J5cr  4-6-3  — MiKfesne  93 
31?  ill  24-1460  CA0EAUX  CRST 133  (C F,  <‘i  Zxc*-  2 ^ 3-:-7  R Mb  96 

213  (8)  5330100  SE6-0EH1 84  (0.F C SI  t.- AMcGtone  « 

319  (2213300332  SOUStB COfWEdfO/.fi.Si/tti:  K ? ^cren 5-8-7  PfesayO?  QJJ 

20  il2)  5100010  SPEJOER  27  (Ui.C)  1 -vrz  r-VT COsWf  95 

321  M3'  6005(06  lOTDHGHAD«W.a(V.COP.G^i  FC: « r*t;i-31.W-7  Attty  (3)  111 
E2  (171  2005440  KBTA8(CJ)FS)IJ'A*W'  J ej*B  RWnstw(7)  106 

long  ftanSap-  Spenaer  8-5  un  */-.  Aim*  Z-t.  <u  Z-C 

BFTTWa  7-1  OonCtt  tirnx  ?-l  PerfSr  i'ar  Sett;  ’I-'  W«ia!  '*&  A:  Sneer 

Ifeum  CaiQ^  Meat  12-1  oocn 

1996-  W1KHM  GKL  1-I-’  C ? *A£u c TM 1 1 '.-£a  13  rai 


3.1 0 RACING  POST  CONDITIONS  STAKES  Kl 

(£7.643  7fl  (6  nmnersj 

41)1  If’  2G-1246  COCl  ED®  35  (C.W.G.S)  A Co-,  v '=^cv.  6-^ NDaj  95 

13  Mi  -140012  SWISS  LAW  23  (DJI  W *A1»ca.~  : USJS.  i-r-3 L Deto  103 

■z',  <?■  0J110S1  jaiai a®fESi ?«“ ;-r tx-rses:* 4-s-v  . . . opo* r i»a 

404  r>,  .«£«  PRICE  OF  rev,  Z2  HvC;  i lr.-.r.  Es5A;i=iCxs-8-12  MJMara  66 

4C5  >11  050 1000  W3U5KE  35  iVJ^.GT  itepC  P3K«  : E,-i  K Fatal  1 10 

4CS  (Si  1-30266  a£fiWWAS«K::(Cf  G;  a 5^-  £■'  ■4  2^-5  ..  . . fl  Ms  QQ 

Bfrma  7-5  X UHI.  S-2  u.  4-:  -iff  i-~  ' K-rsnt.  33-1  Pnux  Of  kite 

1996  DfFBEJff 

COOl  &309  4'ti  &?.  !;  4C3S  f-%  'I  i?  tlBia*  pUl?  13  '1*T, 

fORMtOCUS  fT=d  So  sdi;  S«s  Lav  el  4.13  lo  in  Tin  riwirartes 


103  (125  DM432  G000 T1WS  74  (COBF.f AS)  0**  D (totem) B »M  9-1041  -.8  Wet  (4)  88 


Rncad  lumber.  Dm  in  tmfcfe.  Sa-tigue  aura  «J  dfetece  amer  ■ » — baate 
tom  jf  — M.  P — pared  up.  UTuaaated  (arante tn Ued we).  Going co etaU tw»  1st 
ndn  B — bradY  down.  S— sfopeo  IM  8 — rp — Lm  good  in  fcn.  bail  G — aaod 

nfeaad.  D — dfequaSSsd]  H*ses  feme  Dar^  , „»  - - -»  a l.i i„i.  - 

«a  bst  wfino.  J « tixitos,  F * M.  m—  S— sol.  flood  to  aA  heerj).  Itanertobtete 

H E - E?*-*dd  Tm«t  l«e«lteBtl  RMenteenyatawee. 

C—  come  dm  0 — dstecaamner.  CD—  TtarfE^o's  spead  sUv 


3.40  RACING  POSTTROPHY  ' HZH 

(Group  h 2-Y-0:  £94,096: 1m  md)  (8  nmners) 

501  (5)  216  CRAIGSm 27(G) (Sr  Dadd f»s]  H CBd  M K Fatal  114 

502  (6)  414  KUWUARO  27  (BFASHMT^M  State  M JWd  115 

SIB  (8)  3131  U7TLE  NKAN  57  {GjSJ  (G  S Waodi  9-0 OMer,  -tl* 

504  (3)  3113  M0UMTAN  SOME 34  (G.S)  (Edlpse  Ttianeghleaae)  M Pnaaat  90  GDMeld  113 

505  (71  11  HUOra27(F)(G«lDlpMn)5bleSiin9-0  LtMM  110 

506  (I)  11  MjrAMW31(PAS){H^-tt*e»n|ASteel»0  98 

507  (7)  3221  OUE7 ASSURANCE 23 <G)(M iMtetwO  E (Map 90 G Carter  108 

608  (4)  312131  SARATOGA  SPRMGS  7 (D.G^  (II  Tabo)  APOtMoOn]  9-0  UJfteme  tgR 

BETTM&  7-2  Kifcanjao,  9-2  itate.  Saratoga  Spriop.  5-1  Uotem  6-1  U8e  teat.  7-1  CaagHeV.  10-1 
Uortm  Sang.  12-1  (Ud  Aswoaoe. 

1998:  UBJAALY  90  G Med  (14-1) S HnSUoorS  on 

' ..  . -j.. . KSmartajD  1KI  4tti  lo  Temt  Ho*  in  1m  Ascot  goup  0 stales 

£GRfc$J0G0S 

— riz  - j Tacking  Kl  m 2|0  71  Samoan  amp  B sales,  (good  lo  son}. 

MouiUi  Song  XI M to  King  01  Kings  in  1m  Cunaoh  grow  I saxes  (good  to  sdlfMiOssr  beat 
P^jmtz  21  m 7(  Ascot  sdos  (good  to  SmV  Mutanam  beat  Golden  Bee  Ml  m 7H1  Ousts  dates 
I piod).  Octet  Assume*  but  Connoisseur  Bay  IKJ  in  7T  KmM  makfari  (good).  Sanaiga 
S^rtagi  teal  Hanmr  41  m 1m  Cunagh  group  ■ stafcas  (seffl. 

UTTIE  INOAN  has  shaped  as  ttuqh  tub  trip  «iU  sort  and  can  cwfcwe  his  progress-  . 


1996:  aEGWT  WARtetS  S^4  R Wh  (9-4  tM)  B KSs  7 an 


4.45  LADBHOKE  HANDICAP  BEQH 

(£13.Dt3:tra  41)  (18  nmners) 

1 (2)  1010-34  GRE9SIEAD 14  frjB)  [Stotoi McRaomep  j Gocen 4-10-0 LDeSUd  75 

2 <6i  IIDiaOl  TESSAJOE  3S (DF^l  {Kdrj  Pawrtus)  U Caracta  5-9-7  __  (.  DoroOdl  93 

3 (Ti  5100111  CAPtffiO FWffiJSS 36 (CfXiS) iH COta; D Ite?* iXK 4-9,’  SDrnm  97 

4 (4|  04UJ2  2H1PGUB 20 R H 4ga KtanK Caoaa 3-9-2 JMd  K2 

i (IS  12-0040  OOPS  PETITE  42  IC.F)  Ms D tedlaei  tte  J CkO  4-9-2 JWtower  84 

6 [in  T-6CG30  ALA2HAR 21  (C/.G)  >AI  Uoalltai PaOfechpl  I a*fcM 3-9-1  - AMcOone  97 

7 (16i  3W-0  fTU*fffVl^I7(R(C«d«0*bi4)W  Jftrt *»  - 

! (Si  0151246  VBOOAN  15  (CO/SKIte  P ttmaj  P ftnh  4-6-11 0 Peter  97 

9 [14|  -223106  OOUBLE  ALLEGED  9 (G1  [Ks  N U Jonnsop  3-8-9  Dean  McKean  99 

10  <11  0-01110  aEBUtANTEDAYS3S(D.FA^(WaSfttote)ASaMi54-B  ClmterR  98 

11  (3)  53-6152  WYS9MFK34(!?fSi!  Wills}  J F»rite«  9M  . . - 90 

12  (9)  4134403  PWCHBOtt  30  OJA  ft  »fc)0ltaJlsm NDvy  B2 

13  (11!  1220010  UCGniYCUOOYRESQ  7 (FLTlEtnecsIE  laeaa 6-6-3  . NmTeHer  100 

14  (T,  02-016  TYROUAfl  DREAM  12  (BF.G)  (P  Heaw  M Taa^tes  J44 D Bggt  88 

15  (IT)  2200414  PEKAY 7 ffil (Mr & Vrs HOOcrorj U JohnsJan *-8-0  JFEgea  97 

16  (IT)  0124GB  STANS  CASMQS  BOY  36  (F)  (Stee  Ceun  HCl  U Jaheden  3-7-13  IMms  RBI 

17  fB)  0005124  CML  UBERTY  1 5 (F)  (l&fcwa]  S Ime  4-7-10 Pftsay0)  97 

18  (10)  0100452  HU.  FANiBUES  It  (F.GHQNeMalWU atsbatuie 4-7-10  bn IVteds (5)  BS 
Ungluniap:  Oi*J  userf?  7-9  HE  Fzzi  Bus  7-S 

BErnNE:  9-2  ftw#  M huenrat.  8-1  Cxteoa  Pmcess.  Vcnaun.  10-1  Al  Adut.  PMmte.  12-1 
Greenaead.  Teaaatoe  14-1  edau 

1995.  H9RY  SAND  3-92  5 VEijjn  (14-11  G Wragg  19  ran 

i ri  Gn»is*ead  161  4tn  to  Alcal  in  lUm  Ascot  banheap  (heavy) 

FORftl  FOCUS 

— - --  ~ tmn).  Lajaanq  nocsss  teal  label  Couw  Kl  B IKio  Aw 

harefic^i  igcod  to  so!)  ispoor  K)  2nd  to  BUhab  m VAm  Laceste  stales  (good  to  Bran.  Oops 
Pefio25!  l6Vi  tc  Ujtuaiwi  v.  t ’Am  handicap  here  igcod  to  him).  Al  Azftar  KB  1801  to  Pasternak  ta 
Tmtf  NenmarK^  tta»teap  fgsod  to  Tirait  VertSan  t2)  6tr.  to  Tamt  o i Km  Asa  handicap  (hewr) 
«8i  Double  ABeged  1 3lb  beCes  oK)  2811101  DoublsABeoaJEVIiehtc  Wjy»  In  IfcmNeerrarteS 
tvtitao  tgoae}  Dstxtm;  Dars  3i  73*  to  Daraptar  m 1m5J  Nnitur  tanificap  tew)  to  Sroi) 
(nvarmalc  iW)  2nd  ts  Urgesss  n 1 !5m  Haydock  fandrao  (good).  PWmeha  WI M \q  tntni 
n l>m  PonHraa  laisfco  [good  to  ijrra)  Tyrolean  Dieam  81  60  to  Secret  BaDui  to  1K» 
Laceslet  Raoocap  tsoflj  Paoy  3 flh  » LLireja  n ntm  Redcar  handbp  (good)  wfft 
McGtecaA^  Rede  fle vet)  9 SO  CM  Uierty  4WI  4m  U Dsocfrai  a Him  Ascot  saateas 
harefaap  (hevy)  Hi  Farm  Sues  41  2nd  ta  Wahte  Saids  in  lm5t  Ayr  handicap  (soft) 
ZERPOUR  stoned  snot  toniowai  nadequaS  enp  tot  tone  and  is  hard  lo  oppose 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


j — _||  r-.  i m ■■  |t  n ~ — LAM  LUM  4 I I ClT  >w 

F0RMT0CUS  50  sdi;  S«ras  Law  V 

igcad  lo  fim)  pnnea  wwa  i;i  us  dr ; » ai  r.taj*r  rr : 
toqriStiS  olil  J it)  ti  ffiWectS  PfcstEr  r.  g;  is  ^rr. 

m Kohai  in  71  ftamariicf  greup  0 i»2s  (55 cd; 

JO  tEl  he  gene  Bom  sBsqih  ::  srrjr  :.v, 


ad  zx\  arm  again 


smaim  * FREE  £10  BET 


FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS  staking  £25  or  more 
using  Switch  or  Delta  bank  or  building  society  debit  cards. 

^RBET  TODAY  0800444040 

4g5  (UMnun total bmsaneBt  p«r oB 510  Over  IS'.grf?) 

‘free  bet  is  a SI0  Straight  Forecast  ea  the  | (f^| 

Jf  OMCUter 445pa  today  (Please place yonr bet aod  l^U| | 
1^5  make  yoor  free  bet  selection  within  tbe  same  ealL) 


fy 


1 mile.  Donusw  3.40pm,  Liwe  on  CH4  TV. 

7/2  Kilimanjaro 
9/2  Mudeer 
9/2  Saratoga  Springs 
5/1  Mutamam 
13/2  Craig  steel 
7/1  Little  Indian 
3/1  Mountain  Song 
10/1  Quiet  Assurance  ■ 

Cau«M]rOn«f,IOtlhcBdto4  obte  1.3.3.  Princ  iteitl  to  Buetuteow. 
AM.htor^nai25pw>.i^nc>j>Mr4»gwwy^iy.ieflnMiiwt-ni»b4C 


Hifl  TV  TEXT  .«teraron(wrau6UGe 


|=i.lAiai::vaLl,l  \ZZ-\ 


TO  OPEN  A CREDIT  ACCOUNT  FREEPHONE  0800  289  892.  WILLIAM  HILL  RULES  APPLY  FRCES  SUBJECT  TO  FLUCTUATION. 

£ 


Last  chance 

BRITAIN  has  a final  chance 
tomorrow  to  avoid  a white- 
wash in  this  season’s  major 
overseas  classics.  Double 
Edlpse.  running  his  last  race, 
Bahamian  Knight  Camp- 
orese.  Further  Flight,  Grey 
Shot  and  Snow  Princess  rep- 
resent this  country  against 
Ireland’s  Oscar  Schindler  in 
the  Prix  Royal-Oak  {French  St 
Leger)  at  Longchamp. 

IF aD  six  are  beaten  it  will  be 
the  first  fime  since  the  early 
Sixties  that  Britain  has  failed 
to  land  a classic  in  Ireland  or 


1 JO  Mihnah 
2j00  Another  Time 
3.10  Ksliana 


THUNDB1ER  [ 

3.40  Distant  Mkage 

4.10  Once  Mora  For  Luck 

4.40  Perfect  Harmony 

5.10  Respond 


GOWGrSOOD  TV  SOFT  - 

DRAW:  5F-6F,  HIGH  NUMBERS  BEST 1 — 

1 .30  FURLONG  CLUB  RADLEY  STAKES  W333M 

{Listed  race:  2-Y-0:  £1 0,495: 7t  64yd)  (13  nmnere) 

‘ t pi  opts  AUABaatcas)(sa*to^i^«^ “fij? 

.2  (S)  010  sS£  78 

3 a 21  AIKTBAma7(D^(rSq»ni)Eey«fre -’rS  2 

s (11  31  COURT U«12-(5) » 

7 {«  214  HWlDLY  WAfPteG  31  (M)  ^ *** M TJ&S 

. a S T3  Tfl^  ,0! 

q m 0 MAYIAN 15  (SoateS  Onw&B)  D H/lU  B-8  -— ■ “u+SS 

10  (S  uSsuSie  ROIAAfiCE  (T  B MteW  W M T^  ' 

1,  (7)  421  BB«AH17(S)(Hrf4W4p«rt0t^M^- * 

19  741  Sf  RED LBSSStaS  18 fDJ) (Ha C J Hfc B-8 AOrt  1M 

13(1®-.  12  SWM6  SETH)  11(G)  Mi  anted)  P fl  Vttbar  84  - Os*  ' J? 

BETWG:  7^  Uteti.  4-1  CtatUnt,  Mfldsuil  Chwte.  7-1  8-1  HOC  Aft.  10-1  FnmS» 

Waffs.  12-1  «n  _ ^ 

1996:  BOOJUM  8-8  A Clak  (10-1)  8 Klfe  9 ran 

■ - - Amafae!  9UI  6(h  lo  Marne  Ot  Law  hi  71  Wwmfitel  Baal  ate 

SSodtoBmn. A^cA^liest^T^lWinnAyrmadHnto^ 

«qjSh  Rrfstoi  cftaront  test  RsmbSng  Host  HI  m In  Leicester 

ntelentooodioSnn).  Court  Lana  tateB3e9ihi6J  Ay  ritfdw 

TiCt71  afftto  date  (OQOd).  LBOOBTH  Ml  3rI  ID  CttiUSff  >1  71  KiBfnptoO  SODS 

nW^iwH*  matdoi  (good  tl  font)  Swing  Saw  HI  2nd  lo  Sofia)  Emrtw  tn  71  Leitaste  dakBs 
[good  (o  soQ}..  • ,• 

MiWAH’s  tmn  has  Iwv  boosted  by  Iwa  Acadamy  and  hat  fiatte  fa  n foe  taro 

2.00  RECRUIT  B0PLOYMENT  SERVICES  RATED 

(£8.484: 1m  IQ  (15  nsnnets)  . 

1 m 8006035  WLCtUIA  14 (BftLFAS) (T W»w)Pl«to W A (teb  91 

2 (7)  8010511  MffltAU 20  (F£)  (KaMMounO  8(66*4-9-2 

3 S 0012400  AWOTTBT  1»C  14 (CDf^)(P S VtxA 54-13  — J*"**")?  ® 

4 (4)  040120  GRff35PF«(UBllOTff)0Btoatt4-W3 

5 nO]  608401  STflAZO  22  (F.S)  (ERafet)  LuVHbuIw  4-8-13 RCocferana  110 

6 nS  0061240  COKCffl UK K(FAS)W*»LWbi1) SC WBiob 5-8-12 M 

7 B 031031  BSHTWHG12®  CEart  Cteogan)  W Hem 3-fl-12  - TSpnto  » 

0 CT  0-41060  WELTOttABSGWAL  107  (FJB1  IBusmifiWB)  K BW bp  54-11  »® 

9 (14)  M2  OW-YO  IS  (NWoertJ  Old  7-8-11- S SffdiiB  94 

10  (12)  1OT  2AUia« 44(B) (M M Stote3*8 MJSS1 

11  » 04-4423  COwaORTaRritaS  Wtebe*9Kte  A Paw*  4*7 CWter  106 

12  (IS)  412420-  CRAZVOIEF  421  (BW  (D  SteMO)  P 0*4^7 --***"  * 

13  (11)  103108  PflWCfOf  D0HAL7  pAFffl  U G Uta)  D MdMS*6  - S Whteodh 

14  ® 21-0016  POLAR  RIGHT  1B5(S,S)  (Mktfctan  Pbj)  MJo|bs»i  3-8-8  ^ JW 

15  (8)2503024  RAIW 22 fiPte A Kfi^flHmw 344 i. BwOTMi  106 

Uaa  hwlcar  Cental «.  Cizy  CtW  M. 

BETT1N65-1  aai.  7-1  IBM.  CoaA  8-1  RgM  Wing.  TtetotaAPitactaflMd,  10-1  GiHConoaUa.  12- 
1 utm 

1S9»MOMA54LJACM(5-1)PIU)n12n)  . 


2.30  PERPETUAL  ST  SIMON  STAKES 

(Group  Ilk  £21.300: 1m  41 5yd}  (11  nmnas) 


I (TO)  140120  SAUKUUUm2amFjGS)WMitiPCak$43 TOffn  03 

2.  (5)  230110  BUSY FU6KT 2D (COF.G) (SWMfftDfgW Bps  +M M»t  110 

3 (2)3050122  RUTTA  58  (BF.CJ]J:.6^)  pi  W-Utotour)  R ArontmO  5-9-0 A Oak  103 

4 (9)  23-0530  URDJM116(tfJ3X^{lteS1lnra4L(Rli|stegdaiS.94)  OmeOtM  85 

5 (4)  366423  FTOPBT 8U£ B f.SSI  [W Lewe) T Mfc 4-M Stain  101 

8 (1)  122714-  SUPUH  525  {DJ^I  (T PlteJ  P Brawn 6-M MFnton 

7 (in  1204D1  TAUFWTS IB-LD0Y  27  QUASI  (M  At  5a)  lady  Henta  6-9-0  R Cochran*  103 


' 8 (7)  1581345  BU00YUAJWB- 48  P5)  J (to)  34-7 NltoCffatfl  90 

■ i (3 ) 3-21232  HALTAttW  34  &FjB)  tGaUpotl  S 6b  Suoor  34-7 JCaraff  @9 

10  ® 41216  PBIIM  21  flJjG)lK«teW8RCtelton  3*7 TSprata  100 

11  (6)  1215  KAUANA41  (D(GjS) 01  RHAgiKteOL Conant 3-8-4 Rfftundi  108 

BETTMG:  3-1  BMY  Wflbl.  4-nattoa.  5-1  Kuff.  13-2  tMmc7-1^ttUi  ladte.  A-l  Tantaii  UdoOy.  10-1 

Pemi2-ldbn 

199S  SALMON  LA0D8T  49-0  T (ten  (11-2)  P Col*  12  on 


' (P/AS)  (46  At  5oi)iad)p  Rente  64-0  R Cochran*  103 


NUcCnSagh 


StAnan  Ladder  391  Tib  to 


MID  )n  155m  Ascot  croup  B 


3.00  STAFFORD  KNlGtfr  CONDITIONS  STAKES 

(2-Y#  £4.502: 1m)  (5  runners) 

1 ffl  01  HJMBTARlBjfJJCteaAcflPHmbM AQrt  H8W 

2 05  ALAZAH  98  (^aniff  QmdW  D Hyde  8-11 S Svden  47 

3 (2)  Z DETTMfT  KRAOE  37  (OF)  (R  Smpar)  p Orapfile-Hjan  8-11  _ R Hatei  (3)  104 

4 (<)  - QtANDBt  (A  Spednen)  P Cfie  8-8 Tfefen 

5 (1)  ' STWG»W(HJBatete>)MJBl»tt*»M MW  - 

BETIMS:  54  Dhhrt  Urage.  3-1  Kotete.  9-2  Ewder.  11-2  SUngor.  33-1  Aieo) 

“ 19BK  TEMf'IVtB  PROSPtCT  8-8  D Hanson  B-1)  Lonl  Itashgdon  7 ran 


3.30  JOHN  CQALES  70TH  BIRTHDAY  CLAIMING  STAKK 

(£3.756: 1m  4f  5yd)  (9  runners) 

1 (3}  24-6301  RA££  A PRINCE  112  (S)  (IYF  Oao)  S Woods  V9-3 SSnkn  90 

2.  |S)  CLQR0E  OifitenenOHeU)  B togram  34-11 . . RPUrtum 

3 H)  04  RMOM-WAY  208  (URteOBWDnw  64-11 T Spate 

4 (8)0000400  STORY  UNE 15  {S)(StoqrUto{tetante)OAA*aar  4-8-11  R Fftancfi  (3)  {7® 

5 (2)2044340  ATUBSnY23 (D/.G)  ^Adns) RHenm 54-10  DaneOTtaB  85 

6 (1J30045C  IWONBUJE  7 (VXO^KPataed  3 Eaten  7-8-10  RCocWane  83 

7 (7)  1-0101  OWE  HtK  FOR  U1CX 12  (D/AS)tetMRcwtey  6-6-10 — ACffane  75 

8 « 2414605  F«>7Da)L68(F){M0atee7teraujta^  rtMvi  31 

9 (6)  5243504  ttGUMIAKER  S (P  Oufe)  U Befl  3-8-3  — M Fetal  73 

BETTWS  3-1  One*  Mace  Fe  Uff.  7'8  Win  Btoe.  Stey  Urn,  (Us*  A Mm,  6-1  Ftetocol.  B-1  ohm 

1996:  ROYAL  0NERS1QN  3-8-8  T Spffa  (6-1)  J Data)  16  ffi 


*».UU  DtCX  DAWSON  NURSfflY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £5,345: 6f  8yd)  (T9  (ttnoas) 

1 (17)  1225034  SfiXITH SAHJMG 14  (B^)  (A Pjrtjb) K UcAUBe 9-7 ACuBvne  99 

2 (17)  012230  TBtPUSR«T  10® (KbeffteB iairnu»6 MFsta  100 

3 W 21580  ML  HAGC  34  (Dfl  IM  tataw  Btenteadi)  D Bswft  9-4  . R fbtnch  (3)  04 

4 (19)  tn  ROOM  GOOOfELLGW  9 (D£)  (M  Bough)  P Wffqn  9-3  j Carrol  96 

5 <2)8364236  BBNME 11  (WyekW SUQRAmtenw 9-1 ACttc  95 

6 (11)  010  POLY  BLUE  28  (COJ)  (Seel  & Roll  Oomatas)  G felony  8-73  AWUmffl  97 

7 (9)  025  WOUM0TT 17 Pta E P ttefei 8-13 SSwdes  SO 

8 (8)  2424022  7HEBCY40HR 4 (J B R leeure LaQ R Hnm B-13 _ WJOTanv  98 

9 fl8)UB24Q2S  KBfCT  19 (Mte M Ftee) P CinM B-11 RPHtm  98 

10.  (6)  66002  ¥OOeeTOC  19ptaO0aa«) AianbB-S TOtai  92 

II  (1*)  2204300  VMTMOSE 15 (SUtXFJ.1  (Abbei RactoB) B Meffan B-fl  GHtowoo/7)  98 

12.  (5)  34503  UQWW2ZU0lrt1rtJlXlfap8-5 : PaiEdtey  * 

13  (1310100401  TRUTH  TBLBl  24  (DJ^gSMh)B  Item  84 Dm  ITIbfl  86 

14  (7)  2300  PERFECT HffiMOMY  11  01  Atenbotetfi) B Heffan B-1 CRuta  104 

15  (10)  054040  ffiOUCXHG 20 (DSMJJ Do*® 8-1 TSprta  92 

16  (3)  550  JEVH.  17 (teijTennwjR Hama 7-11 jtota  M 

17  (16)  30000  TUUJCHflBRAn 5 (9w P«n) WUff  7-10 Itolki  Dm 

T8  (15)  444006  HX£YS*RTA25 (Aitaced Itateteg) A Neeccnte 7-10 FNean  ^ 

19  0)3110000  FAST HWB 8 paguffn) SC WBltene 7-10 DWtam(7)  iff} 

BETffte  6-1  Mete*.  7-1  Mte  SnodMfcto.  8-1  ItaaBUne.  10-1  Smoolh  SaiUng.  Poly  Bto.  12-1 1 «w 
199£  YOME  GBX4GE  9-3  0 Mra  (4-1  te)  l Cutta  13  e*i 


. 4.30  LEVY  BOARD  NURSQIY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0:  £3,649: 7f  64yd)  (14  nmnas) 

I 2 KTTTtWStflW flamed Rttenon 9-7 OtetOIM  3Z 

\ »S'  ^ J!SS£^®B(tertiTrMnteAueteM)BPltaig«„.  TSetea  92 

3 (101  004  HGHTWai  117 (SAA  B flfc 8-13 UHBs  83 

4 (5)  9404  TAJteL  1?  fl  H-ltatare)  * Hem  6-12 PWBten  i 

5 (IT)  8DZIW  BaUDTOPl£A5E2T  (Ml  ASUtoa]  Plteoa8-10  - Z- TtodS  ROT 

6 (14)  003300  ffiSWO  8 (C ftnfctQ  G L Man 8-9  ..... ACtefc  B 

7 (3)  564  MXSO  LYWS3B  fT  LfOB  I)  A Jams  8-8 T(^w  M 

S JS  *W^STOa(HnBsttmltoditiMCffnBcn8-5  I H Pertain  ra 

9 (7)  000  PTQORS  MOOR  24  (ItaL  Ateontel  R AmEhm  8-4  [im.  <n 

JO  PI  HRE GODDESS 4 (VB V Gntan^  J S uSrtuT^-.Z'Z'  M feta  » 

« JS  ““SS  m <nas-f«ta) B Meffen B-l-I  ...  cK  97 

12  (U)  200  FLYMG  BOLD  9 (Us K Leqt  W 14*  8-0 an 

14  (131  5056  SAMPOWB1  LADY 34 (Sinfimr  feeing  &*)  W Uiehb 7-11  __  JCtokn  DQ 

8ETTHR  5-1  BeOnn.  6-1  VM.  Alfa  Al  Dan.  ftfcsl.  Bond  To  PteBE.  Fte  Sodden  9-1  am. 

199SHWSEH  KICV  Mfl  tMta  (29-1)  KlWWfc  Wren 


COURSE  SPECIAUSTS 


TRAlNfflS 

i%sr* 

LCunasi 

StenSmw 

GKeSsnr 


RACING  NEXT  WEEK 


MONDAY:  (-Booster  (first  race.  1^, 
Urt0fiekl  Park  (AW.  150).  Towcaater 
(T  .40). 

TUESDAY:  Uteeffar  p.30).  Redear 
H 05).  Cheftanham  (1.4I3J.  .■ 

jWDNESDAIft  ■ Yaimouth  (150). 
Chafterrham  (1.T0).  F=ortwdPark(1.3^ 

THURSDAY:  - Notfinotum  n 301,' 
Seogesskt  (T  ao).  soafed  (i.ity . 

TOM*  Ntennatkatjt*.  1232),  Ban-' 
9»  {1.KJ},  Wottwby.tl  -3S).  :■ 

SATURMY:  Umnnsitsktt  tCA.  100). 
****  iasg.‘  Wanwtjy  (04. 

W£*~rtlam^ 

- RatmeonanboM  • 


Rare 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Mlffi 

174 

‘21.8 

TDufns 

33 

IS 

214 

Mfflb- 

24 

G1 

215 

AVibetoa 

3 

15 

20  D 

RCodnne 

16 

.36 

19* 

Stedn 

9 

zb  ia7 
i»  mu 
90  IQjQ 


^ISH  LOTTERY  RESULT 

0930  162  441 

1 "f  ■■TTH— ■■■  *»V.' 


•w  •»  *»r 

, ?•:»<  . 


the  times  Saturday  October  75 1997 
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SPORT  43 


-It  is  small  yonder  that  dashing  , 
devil-may-care  types  are  so  few 
when  the  tujaest  errors  are  so  costly 


JOHN  ANGEBSOK  / GUZEUAN 


Half  a nrillion  quid  is  not 
a sensible  .-scan  af 
money.  The  thought  of 
holding  it  [ in  your 
hands— worse,  of  having  one  hand 
on  the  cheque  — wouldjbring  out 
the  compulsive  talker  in  most  of  us. 
But  John  Whitaker  hhs  never, 
subscribed  to  the  view  Aar  fancy 
phrases  make  a horse  juirip  higher. 
“He’s  a g’doss."  | 

This  weekend,  Whitaker,  is  in 
Monterrey,  taking  part  in  the  third 


a half-decent  dressage  rider,  but 
really  not  to  hard  to..sbowjump 
passably  wriL  There  is  a point 
when  it  suddenly  becomes  twice  as 
difficult  and  that  is  3ft  Can.  From 


ip  higher- 


leg  of  an  event  called 

Challenge.  He  has  airez 


Ler  is  in 
the  third 
e Pulsar 
won  one' 
lend,  the 


■■■1  t .~vr?  — . 


Challenge.  He  has  already  won  onei 
leg:  if  he  wins  this  weekend.  the 
rolling  priz&maney  system  means 
that  he  will  get 

N both  hands  on  me  1 

(aforementioned  - --iffcB 
half-minion.  .But 
the  hqrse.  . Wl 
Grannusch,  might  m _ 

ever-so-gentiy  ca-  DAE 
ress  a bar  with  a U#%|j 

trailing  hoof  and  ^ ^ 

cause  the  pole  — _ 1 m 

very  lightweight  T4| 

and  shiftable  these  . L I Ql 
j days— to  roll  in  its  M | 

• supporting  cups  — M M I 
■ very  shallow  and  ' 
eager  to  shed  their 
poles  these  days  — 
and  plop  apologet-  BL 
really  to  the  ■|i»|j|||g 
ground.  il » " 

' The  sound  of  HHppK 
falling  timber 
behind  your  back  ' reipiflire^ 
is  the  death-knell 
in  cricket  In 
showjumping,  it  -is  h 

^ worse,  the  same 
sound  of  failure 

[ magnified  a thousand  tunes.  Far 
■ me  at  least,  , it  has  iiever  truly 
. .mattered!  But  if  Whitaker  hears 


fcthat  sound  this  weekend,}  it  will 
’'mean  goodbye  half-millioij — ah 
extreme  example  of  the  profesgion- 
al  showjumper'S  life:  the  tiynestnf 
errors  Mowed  by  the  greatest  of 
punishments.  It  is  Hardly  surpris- 
ing Aar  you  don't  get.  dashing, 
devil-may-care  types  in  j show- 
jumping anymore.  . f. ' 

Now  T am  going  to  reveal  a 
secret,  to  let  out  one  of  the  great 
hidden  truths  of  the  entire  horsey 
freemasamy.Itisnot  hard  tp  be  an 
adequate  showjumper  Not  rtf  you 
: can  ride  and  - you  have  a jjjidoss; 


about  four  feet  You'  need  real 
horsemanship  after  that.  Real,  deep 
and  precise  horsemanship.  - 
It  15  called,  inthe  jargon,  "seeing 
a stride”.  At  the  low  level,  this  is 
really  (though  don't  tell  anybaefy  I 
said  so)  something  that  The  horse 
does.  That  is  to  say,  the  horse  works 
. out  where  to  take  off  for himself.  At 

- . a highcrfevel,  see- 

" " ~T1  mg  a stride  is  what 

N the  - rider  does. 

This  is  because  of 
a strange,  unap-. 
.a  ibh  predated  fact 

[■kllia^r  about  horses.  They 

lllbU  can't  see  the  jump. 

. . " Horses  are 

i ^ flight  animals  and 

fj||  ||  depend  on  thrir  ' 

• panoramic  vision 

|f|MA  to  spot  toe  dan- 

IUIwQ  gera  This  comes  at 

a price:  they  have 
Wind  spots,  the 
" biggest-  just  in 

QgHk  . front  or  them. 

wisD  ; . .Once  they  are. In 

Kin  front  of  a jump, 

IH  - they  literaQy  .can- 

hat  see  it  At  the* 

' low -lewd,  of  the 

jumping  game, ' 
they.-  rdy  on  the  . 
memory  : ot  the 
SHBjHH  fence,  from  infer-' 
•"  mation  - - obtained 

firm  the  sighting  a couple  of  strides 
befort  they  adually  'red*.  it  At  the' 
elite  levels  fee  hose  . learns  to  - 
depend  -an  the  instructions  of  die 
iiiler  arid,  therefore,  must  be  taught 
to  trust  This  can  onfy  craiie  from  a’ 
rideris  perfect  trustworthiness.  . . 

Every  stride  is  calculated.'  Hie . 
horse  lakes  off  at  the  poinf his  rider 
has  decided.  And  not  a pole  is 
tou&ed  — iinless  the  rider  has-  got  ‘ 
it  wrong,  or  failed  to  communicate 
dearly,  or  the  horse  has  failed  , to 
understand,  or  if  the  horse  has 
been,  simply,  careless.  Dropped  a 
baddeg.  Sound  Of  falling'  timber. ' 
rCcodbye  haif-nriflion:  .- 
' Ot  course  a . horse.-  must  be 


Whitaker  is  the  master  of  all  he  surveys  as  he  shows  the  gentle  side  of  his  nature  that  has  helped  to  keep  him  firmly  in  the  forefront  of  the  showjumping  world 


*******  mm,  . im/i  UiuJl  uv 

anyway.  It  is  very  hard  mdeed  foj^e : brave  ancf'frtisting:1  _ 


They  all  are,  too,  in  every  elite 
discipline.  But  to  be  a good 
showjumper,  a horse  needs  to 
possess  the  gift  of  care.  To  be  better 
than  good,  he  needs  a level  of  care 
tfiat  borders  on  finiddness:  he  must 
have  a strange  distaste  for  letting 
any  one  of  those  lightweight  little 
pedes  come  into  contact  with  his 
nice  dean  legs. 

. ' You  can  wallop  a cross-country 
fence,  and  it  wont  fall  down.  It  will 
not  punish  the  rider.  not  if  the  horse 
gets  over,  but  it  mil  punish  the 
horse.  Hitting  a solid  fence  at  speed 
hurts.  But  a showjumping  fence  is  a 
soft,  forgiving  thing.  Care. : “You 
can't  school  it  into  a horse,"  . 
Whjtaker.  said.  “Horses  readt  a 


good  level  in  showjumping  because 
they  are  naturally  careful." 


Whitaker  is  a deceptive 
man.  The  man-of-few- 
words  persona  is  mar- 
nowjdeep,  but  it  is  not 
surliness,  defensiveness  or  hostility 
— just  his  way.  A pity,  then,  that  it 
makes  him  cmne  across  as  an 
unreconstructed  hardcase,  a mach- 
ine for  winning:  unsympathetic, 
ruthless  to  his  horses,  unforgiving. 
It  comes  as  a surprise,  though  it 
shouldn’t,  to  hear  him  talk  erf  the 
most  important  attribute  for  a good 
showjumper  “Being  a good  loser  is 
the  hardestreost  important  thing,” 
he  said,  “You  lose  more  than  you 


win,  and  you  mustn't  show  the 
horse  that  you’re  upset  You  often 
see  it:  riders  getting  upset  with  their 
horses  after  they've  had  a fence 
down.  Makes  it  worse.  The  horse 
doesn't  know  what  he’s  done 
wrong." 

It  is  ironic  that  a decline  of 
interest  in  showjumping  in  this 
country  — the  sport  is  booming  in 
Europe  — has  coincided  with  the 
domination  by  perhaps  the  finest 
practitioner  of  the  sport  that  the 
country  has  produced.  Whitaker 
suffers  a little  from  the  Pete 
Sampras  Syndrome:  mere  excel- 
lence is  not  enough,  at  least  not  for 
the  floating  voters  of  sport  They 
want  a theatrical  nature  as  well. 


And  at  least  with  Sampras,  the 
excellence  is  obvious.  With 
Whitaker,  even  more  than  with 
most  sbowjumpers,  the  excellence 
is  hardly  visible. 

At  the  highest  level  of  riding,  you 
are  seeking  to  put  in  the  correction 
before  the  error  has  occurred. 
Whitaker,  gifted  with  giving  hands 
and  quiet  manner,  is  one  of  the 
great  riders  who  do  absolutely 
nothing,  or  seem  to.  The  correction 
came  six  strides  before  the  fence, 
and  it  was  too  slight  for  anybody  to 
notice,  except  the  horse. 

Showjumping  is  an  increasingly 
precise  and  technical  sport,  more  so 
than  dressage,  in  a wat.  Horses  are 
not  better  than  in  the  past  but  there 


are  far  more  very  good  ones.  The 
sport  is  competitive  as  never  before. 
To  gain  some  kind  of  edge,  and  to 
maintain  it,  from  one  good  horse  to 
the  next  to  the  next,  as  Whitaker 
has  done  with  Ryan’s  Son,  Milton, 
and  now  Grannusch,  takes  some- 
thing extraordinary. 

Oh  yes,  to  win  at  showjumping, 
you  need  a g’doss.  And  you  need 
one  hell  of  a horseman,  too.  But  to 
stay  Acre,  year  after  year,  you  need 
something  beyond  that.  And  you 
can  guess  at  whai  this  might  be, 
from  the  laconic  hints  Whitaker  is 
perfectly  prepared  to  drop.  You 
must  know— even  when  Acre  is  a 
half  a million  quid  at  stake— when, 
and  above  all  how.  to  forgive. 


3.20  LADBROKES  LUCKY  CHOICE  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2^34: 3m110ydJ'(5)  ' ' ' 


THUNDERER  . . . . . . : 

1.50  Sandabar  2.20  He's  (Got  Wras.  • 250 
Penflands  Ryor.  &20 Four  from  Home.  355  Lord  Of 
The  West  425 Supertop.  SJXTVaihaBa. 

' ■ ■ ■ ' 1 ' ■ ' ' ■ 

GOINS:  FBM  (GOOD  TO  FIRM  IN  PLACES).: ; ./  SIS 

1 .50  GREAT  GABLE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,416: 2m  11)  (8  runners)  . - 
1 3122  9LVERDALELAD.28  PFAG>KHaggfl-1M UfoUa 

r mv  CTOsi2Faita«pt*-fo-T2_! — ^ e simy 

3 434*  UTOOFTHELDOnHL  Loooo6-'UVI2  C__  AGunta 

4 OM  RUN  FDR  THE  MB1'25  J JMbarai  S-1D-12 AKSatt  fr 

5 SMNGHWnX?7F0  9lAlW-1S-12>; — : — Altman 


1 *41  BALE  MEM)  22 
2-  IBS  KMDAGROOWi 


VGM  Moore  7-11-10 BS 

,6)lftrt£H1-2 N! 


( M04  SnDBS  DHJGHT  3ST  CabbM 9-10-U  KJataai, 

7 2 SMffiABM  31  JHpnnlMlnin  440-11  PCrtwy 

8 nav  UBSA 1447  SWj  U-10-7: i : p Wito  Ft 

« SoaUar.  4-1  SUmtM  Lad.  B-1  SjaoWi  Vtt&i  7-1  UjrtdTjBltf*.14-1- 
S|*tn  DaflgM.  2D-1  ta  Foi  Tta  VBI.  33-1  Gng,9B-1  Bta. 

2.20  SADDLEBACK  NOVICES  HUDDLE 

(£2,45ff 2ro 4f  110yd)(6V  " 

1 -351  OONT  RBGET  CURBS  14  (G)  tti  K LartrS-ll-S 

, Hnstaiem 

2 30-2  JBBffS PROSPECT  14  JJOTW  6110-12  „ RlfeMira 

8 2 HE'S  G0TBWBS43M  ftS  4-W-11  DBniy 

4 3M  RKHinen  »J  Tot  4-m.Tr  L RSaRM 

5 8 VWeiUffflP  54  UbB  L Rat*  4-1  f ATMODn 

8 0 P0HOB1PRM11  )fciSSmSi6-'104- RMHmm(5) 

w 7-4  Jndft  ftBP 6-1  Foqiri  Mi. 
fternmt.  U-1  Port*  P*im.  20-1  WMnip.  I 


■ 3.  -222  fDURfWM  HOME  15JJ  03ta«  5-10-12 PCafcwy 

. 4 6-25  RCWLORCUS 11  ff.S)  ? HM  8-1D-11 ADobM 

8 CCP1  BEAKRA 22 (F) 4 Uns 5-10-10  RSmta 

2-1  Bm  Fnn  tarn,  fl-4  ftk  Mmd,  5-1  Itaysl  Qreu.  Beam,  6-1  fdah 

our. 


3.55  C0MBA1AN  H0TH  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,557: 3m)  (3) 

r 1 3141  FNHBGHRflJB  15^,6^  ktalRuswtll  0-12-0 

_ ' . Altaoen 

2 PS-  LQBQ  OF  THE  ¥IBT  228  (DJF.GLS)  J J 0*Hb#  B-11-1 

' P Cabeny 

3 APR  BOffnMt  SCHOOL  15  (Bf  AS)  C FMv  ID-104)  DMh 
11-10  [ad  a Bs  West  B-4  RnMob  Baflds.  4-1  BcaSng  SdmL 


2.50  MALCOLM  GALLETLY  BoMbNOBDAY 

CELBRATWN  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3^4: 2ra  4Q  (7) 

1 12-1  PSfBAKB  RYte  31  (Dffl  JBiaaid  JoMoi  6-11-11 

...  -'  J PCartery 

2 P-B4  MOTHER  MEADOW  15  J Btn  9-11-q DP»tar 

3 33*  BMWrayramTR«B-T1.fi  / jnohMn 

4 5;*  JALHTY  GHdM.  31 C Partaf  6-11^  RSBfl* 

5 -323  AH1  CTSiilED  15  B llna(B0«  W1-*  . BSWW 

6 P-p  SUPBlCUy  14  JBwep  5-11-3 J : Alhwnhn 

7 IPO-  BMC  PONT  208  D Umb  8-11-0 — L_ Jftato 

liPatoab  Rj»:  7-2  HWl  AapoMod.  13-2  Ju«  12-1  S^ar  G^, 

16-1  Brar  Ta»,  26,1  Aaattnr  Madrar  33-1  6vn  raET " 


BUWBFE3  FWST  TM£  MartCBt 
WnoevMafr.  Doncntar.  4-15  Clot 


Doncaster 

Going:  good. . 

aoo  (715 1_  _ 

LfiOSl  Lunch 


Jtaii  Ragert 2-l  tw'.  1 2 ran  a.1W.Sbfri 

s'Sijwo.w:  Ei  .a,  caao;  cam 

DF  CSaro.Tlfo-  El 23.30  C$f  : E33.B3. 

230 

1L2.UIM8  not*  (8-1J; 

W « tw- 22  f*1- 
jobta  ie  ease,  ezjoo.  Efi.00. 

DF:  0820.  Tito;  £121.40.  CSF:  £S7B9, 
|ffj^1.KacBMa(JCimc6, 11-25:2, 

E1S0.  OF:  £1*30. 
Trio  ESSO  eSF:  £15.75. 

1.  Jtswrfi  (C  lataher, 
Court  (25-1), 3,  AD  On 
&***!»  T10-1J  Moon 
« «n.  «L  3GK 
“fS»-TttE£taiO;  £Z20.  £6£0l  ££30, 

RMMsfGIUMeL 


: 2.15  Open  Ran, 


Newbury 

Going:  good  ■ 

2.10 

\B 

:£i2fl 
1S27J 
'£70553. 
>2^0(2*71)1, 
e.  Jasai-  (7- 

|11  on.Mt'1 
■ -fiiaao:  £3-J 
- 1 Trio:  £4fl  * 
‘£40321. 


‘I.tu  OLD  MAN  OF  CONSIGN  HANDICAP 
NURDLE  (£2,689: 2m  It)  {6} 

" 1 431-  00WM  T)g  FELL  203  gtfAS)  J Hnwrd  Jatow  H1J3 

. 2 23-1  SUPBtTDP  7 (FA  L Lino  B-11-10  W0oiSq(n 

. 3 141 . C0T1ME PfinCt ISJCuEOJ J (Um 4-10-7  SHoflanffl 

4 3343  H6MMOW«Y7f4uT<»ueir3-1&41  CUsOonnactm 

5 -821  -HOMOS  22 JB  G II  UwtB-IO-O THo®(7) 

. V 8.  PW5  DARK  FOtlnw 35  (Dtt)  JTBon  10-10-0 B Sway 

7-4  Don Tto. WUM  CoBogt  Prion,  3-1  Supectap.  7-1  Wiy,  10-1 
Moeios,  5M  Datftcrtila. ' - ■ - , . 


5.00  GREAT  DODD  STANDARD  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FLAT  RACE  (£1.035: 2m  IQ  (6) 

1 31-  VALHNXA 175  66)  U Todutor  4-11-10  . C MeComack  (7) 

. : 2 ' 5 MR  KBJKJRME  u J JeSanoo  5-11-4 E CabgtaB  0 

3 TUZOKHdOO  5-11-4 — B ttuam  fit 

:4  SUPMKWJJtn«l4-11-3.: RMcCb^i  y 

5 WLLBSWRsed4-1IM2 ; SHAn»m 

, SOTUTE l*r SSWBi 4-10-12 R YISttum 

. 1-2WWU.  4-1  Sotatie.  10-1  SBp tanjr.Ur  btorn.  20-1  Tua>.  33-1  US  Bn 

, COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TOWERS:  J .Mason.  15  rimm  horn  56  Iran,  2&M;  J Hmwd 
Jotam.  10  tarn  BO,  16.7%  Mrs  S SoAl  10  torn  71.  U11.  L 
lain,  12  tan  87,  13.6%;  C PMv,  IS  tan  112.. 13.4%.  B 
. S bon  3k  12.8%. 

JOCKEYS:  P Carina?.  6 Dlmns  boei  Z7  rtdos,  22J?%:  A DotAAn,  24 
tan  132. 16i%:DB«rtta.  7 ban 47, 14J%;  Jflnta.7tan«, 

■ 142%;  R 6uest  9 tan  63, 148%;  M Fosto*.  5 tan  36, 119%. 


Fakenham 

Qokig:  good  : 


ran.  NR  Scotched  Mr.  Sh  hd,  WL  Q 
Bravery.  Tote:  ES.60;  £2.10.  £1  JO.  ££50. 

dr  eiaaa  Tiia  007.7a  csr  £24  s?. 

THcaot  £111.42. 


020  (2m  110yd  ch)  T.  Peace  Lord  (J  F 
TWey,  B-13M;Z  friend  l^ane  (to-1 1: 
3,  SprinoSuntoe  (7-^.  Bran.  8t21»_ MreO 
HaKa.  Totes  E1J0;  £1.40.  E7.10.  DF: 
£33.70.  CSf;  £1429. 
aso  an  hdtol  I.  Nowe  Tom  (X  Maguta. 
7*4  lav):  a StehBy  ijfrft  3. 

HoUwn  Boy  (25-1).  B ran  J9,  3.  P 
Scdat  Tdte  EZS:  «.10.eaa.B0. 
DF:  £8.40.  Trio:  £140.40.  CSF:  £1855. 
Trksaet  £307.47. 

£387. 

Kippapoijr(10-1J.Smon  Mwd  ll-iofw. 
5 ran.  fit  <Sst  G Pmktxnau.tmSS.4Q; 
£150,  £130.  DR  ES®.  CSF:  £12.11- 


,X40  (61  Sy*  P 

CodHHW.  10-1):  2,  Brave  Edge  (20-1k  3, 
Iptwxto  Ca  (8-ii:  4.  DodUa  Action  (5-1 , 
.SSSiaam  W-VSbane -fttaffiJO; 

/ EBOtuaa  £1.70.  df;  £12050. 

Tito:  £37070.  CSF:  £184.65.  Trtcasc 


; • ; :,rj  V ^ 

5 • ■ v t . 's  -T  '*  ■ ' -i. 


THUNDERER 

2.15  John  Tufty.  2.45  Cheiyfs  Lad.  3.15  Couchant 
3^0  James  Pigg.  4^0  TraceabiBty.  4.50  Galen.  5^0 
Peacemaker. 

GOING:  GOOD . SIS 

2.15  CALDHtPRUfT  SELLING  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£1.828: 2m  If  110yd)  (B  runners) 

1 VOS  XNPEflE  31  A)/)  M Unn  5-11-13 R Burnt 

2 4168  OPERA  FAN  34  K6S)  K Itarao  5-11-5 Pltart»{5) 

3 -420  PRRCav  AfTMR 7 (BflE) i hxtef 4-11-3 RJotmon 

4 -224  JOm  TUFTY  38 J6)  J Pram  B-10-iI  RDmaody 

5 BOO-  AHUCMI SUN SFMCtopnw 4-104 WYtatthgu 

6 G3FV  LOOE 5Vff N BofabMi 5-1 W Wltamo 

7 300-  QAKBURY 6F  U»  LUU  5-104) TSWaAfT) 

8 0030  P0RTVALEN8KA17  (B)  J A Haiti  4-1M STiytor® 

2-1  JohoTU^r.  7-2  Optra  Fan,  9-2  XUpet,  6-1  hnedy  AU,  7-1  oBmo. 

2.45  UK  HYGIENE  FOR  SMOKE  FILTRATION 

NOVICES  CHASE  (£4,133: 2m  If  110yd)  (6) 

. 1 3-15  CHERYL'S  LAD  7 (BFfOJAB)  D MctafesQ  7-11-8  HJofamcn 

2 2-21  fUMTOKB  17  m.6£)C  Urn  6-11-8  ... RDonwoCj 

3 313-  HOt  WARRIOR  OT(08JCBraotoB.n -2 6Bwfey 

4 52P-  ROYAL  CRMSW  238  (F)  M Hmrocd  8-11-2  — A Smtty 

5 00-3  TOM  BROKE  SO  J Hononl  Jdtan  7-11-2  - APUcCDf 

6 100-  EM0B  H36E  2IB  (F.6J  1 EatHty  5-11-1 Lttjw  , 

9-4  IU  Weita.  7-2  RBftfttei.  4-1  Tom  Bmdlo.  M Choyfs  Lad.  5-i  Shnog 
Etjgi.  16-1  Avd  CmnssR 

3.1 5 KAREN  & ALAN  STONE  WEDDING  DAY 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (E3.0BS:  3m)  (5) 

' I 1111  COUCHANT  GO  fCAF.G)  M Pta  5-12-0 APUcCoy 

2 33M  SOTO  TC0 16  9-11-0 R feral 

3 3P-1  COPPER  CQU.  19  (BAS)  R Budd*  MW1 Start 

4 1«-  POHTEVEDRA 183 (BF.d5  K Uau®  4-1D-0 AS  Sflfil 

5 3-4P  N0CATCHM 11F  (V/iS  KUnw  WO-O  — P Monts  (5) 
5-4  Coutfta.  2-1  Coppa  Col,  4-1  SmSi  Too.  10-1  Potarto,  20-1  tasctai 

3.50  TOTE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£4,323: 3m  If)  (5) 

rSDnStT) 
APlfcCor 


_ RGartty 
...  BU«(3) 
PHm 

2-1  HgUMK  62  fessU  Bw.  7-2  tas  Bum.  Anns  Rao  6-1  Hems  rtnesi 

4.20  UK  HYGIENE  FOR  HANDftlERS  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (£2.947: 2m  If  110yd)  (20) 

-1  S ALMUHtARAM 23  8 Into 5-11-5  CLtarthD 

7 AS  YOU  USE  IT  WF  Ms  DK*a  5-1 1-6 JFT*y 

3 M5  C0FTER M0UNTAM 115 M BUll 6-11-5  — BBraMy 


iz*  5 SI  ZWSi 


THUNDtHEft 

235  Northern  Drums.  3.05  Brazif  Or  Bust  3.35 
Remington.  4,10  F*tan-A.  440  Northern  StarfighL 
5.10  Soldat 


G0fNG:G0QD  . 

2.35  CITY  & COUNTY  CONDTHONAL  JOfXEYS 

HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.189: 2m)  (7  runners) 


G0L0GN  THUNDERBOLT  IfF  II  TMdor  4-11-5  - R Damn 
06-  KHASMC  341  (B)  Mb  D How  4-11-5 Mr  R Watt* 


6 3PR-  MAN  OF  WBLEY  222  Mb  J Boctty  7-11-5  — MBraonra 

7 NOTOOMG  P aaottntfi  6-11-5 ASSmWi 

6 PAH1Y  AMMAL  fi  Bafloy  5-11-5 SMdUl 

8 __  SHARK UFKIAmm 4-11-5 Otara 

10  OPO-  S0PMES  DREAM  817  J Bader  6-11-5 R Johnson 

11  0 SYCAMORE  LODGE  7 M Poffl  6-11-S  - — LWjer 

12  6 TAMYAR  21  8 tUMnd  5-11-5 toy  Lynns 

- 13  TRACEABUTY  B3FJJ  Hamrxnl  4-11-5  „.  _ . RGaiitty 

14  PPM  1YWRUM  GOLD  10  A J Loctaood  7-11-5 STaylorfSj 

15  YDUR  THE  LMT  T15F  J P»tos  4-11-5 S Ryan  (5) 

IE  Ode  6AUTBY  HEKPKKH)  259  G M Most  4-11-0 N Bainy 

17  HADADABBLf  TOFfe  Mldrt  4-11-0 TKoS 

16  MXANA  PRHCESS  2BF  Mrs  M Rcwfey  4-1141 P Mwn 

19  CSMLimR  BEAUTY  53F  Wss  L Skkflfl  4-11-0  R feral 

29  154  VWTAGE  CLASSIC  12  R Buddor  6-11-5 BPtml 

94  Atataran,  9-2  TnceaWqr.  11-2  Party  Ararat.  13-2  Shn.  7-1  tofen 
Princess.  8-1  Golden  numMrt.  10-1  Copper  Mart*.  12-1  otim 

4.50  LLfMAH  INTERNATIONAL /PARK SOCIAL 

NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,573:  2m  61 110yd)  (9) 

1 FU21  JOHNS  1XE  BOY  31  (F.&5)  N Maan  11-11-10 R Good 

2 15-3  FAR  AM)  FANCY  84  (tLSJ  Mos  M Wigan  6-11-9  _ LWyer 

3 2145  KR6  OF  SHADOWS  42  (D.G)  A HoEMrad  10-11-1  toy  LwnJ 

4 63-2  GALBI II  ffiF)  Mk M Reniey  6-10-13 PHm 

5 0/3-  SYM80L OP SwCSS 261  D TOams 6-1D-11  l*5Dmck(7) 

B 2U3B  WALLS  COURT  7 (Bf.EJ  J BtttS  10-10-1 MIMonty 

7 541V  TUDOR  SLOW  539  J Wade  B-1D-0  ASSoA 

8 0/4-  GAVASKAR 441  ff)  A Stoto 8-104! — ...  TSey 

9 OP-P  DOUBLE ACHBOiaiT 8 M ta 7-1M 1*6  900(5} 

9-4  Gata.  7-2  Jdhns  Tta  Boy.  6-2  WUi  OWL  11-2  Nq  a 9odMV  13-2 
Symbol  01  Sueeoss,  7-1  Fm  And  Fancy.  10-1  Gaostar,  16-1  omen. 


5.20  CALDERPRIHT  AUTUMN  MAIDEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£t,035: 1m  5f  110yd)  (17) 

1 M ocsouro  15  Ifes VWtons 5-11-5 R Jtfinar 

2 F4D  FOREST  FU6HT  28  C Hensloy  5-11-5  . Mss  A Dudby  771 

3 06-  JACK  262  J Tick  5-11-5 SMdlBffl 

4 LOOK  SHAfRHIRBacter  4-11-5 BPmrt 

5 LORD  SABRE  JLHms  4-11-5  Ur  M Urtdey  (7) 

6 (MB  LYSAN0ER 28 Mrs SLanwman 5-11-6 L5dtan(7) 

7 0-  MN5M1S  VWSMUS  277  Mis  S Lamynai  S-11-5 ...  R Farad 

6 MR  JAKE  JCMtn  4-11-5  . . A P McCoy 

9 ONE  RNE  MAN  TPKMstie  4-11-5 UKidgNey(7l 

10  reACEMAKER  Mrs  D feta  5-11-6 JFTder 

11  SEVERN  REEF  J Batty  6-11-5 Mss  V Ratals  (7) 

12  3 SLEEIMG 119 JMadae 4-11-5 R Dmwoody 

13  TELL  MONTY  Mrs  J Baum  5-11-6  LWyer 

14  53-2  TOTEM FOLE  15 Mrs M fiemtoy 4-11-5 PNhru 

15  0 ACCQRDUN  BLAZE  14  RWMdbOUM  5-11-0  . WDmn 

16  BneHT EYES MnJtotn 4-11-0 NHonmeks(7) 

17  5D  BXOPASSOFF  14  J Etadey  5-11-0 -B  Fatal 

7-4  BkBotnd,  9-4  Intern  Fdo.  11-2  Sfeeong.  7-1  Pfeaumaer.  10-1  Look  Shape. 
16-1  ra  Jta.  20-1  On  Fine  Man,  Accordion  Bta,  EBopasaA  2S-1  o*er. 


Family  ties  secure 
Newbury  victory 


By  Chris  McGrath 


HAVING  saddled  first  and 
second  yesterday,  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  Barry  Hills  holds 
the  Vodafone  Horris  Hill 
Stakes  in  the  highest  esteem  as 
a signpost  to  the  classics. 
Bookmakers,  by  contrast, 
were  so  contemptuous  of  what 
they  had  witnessed  at 
Newbury  that  Coral  quotes 
La-Faah,  the  decisive  winner, 
at  33-1  for  the  2,000  Guineas  — 
preferring,  at  25-1,  the  claims 
of  Zaya,  who  had  won  a 
humble  maiden  at  Doncaster 
earlier  in  the  afternoon. 

This  was  such  a family 
affair  that  it  was  surprising 
not  to  see  an  “s"  quickly 
engraved  on  the  Horris  Hill 
trophy.  Michael  Hills  took 
command  on  Sensory  two  out, 
but  his  twin  brother,  Richard, 
was  sitting  motionless  on  La-. 
Faah-  This  was  partly  because 
he  was  short  of  room,  but  he 
also  had  plenty  in  hand  of 
those  around  him  — as  he 
demonstrated  when  bursting 


i B to,  EBdpbsA  25-1  at*-. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS:  C Mann.  5 rtnen  bum  16  rams.  31  3%.  J Pans.  6 
tan  20. 30D%;  K tefeqr.  14  tan  47. 295%,  D ttdnbn.  7 tan  25. 
2B4%MPIpa.  16  tan  66.2*2% 

JOCKEYS:  G Botlw.  BrtiMis  tan  22  ndas.  364%:  A P McCoy.  16 
tan  45. 356%;  C Uawdtai.  5 tan  21. 236%;  J F Ittoy.  6 tan  29. 
21.4%,  D Brtdgotef.  9 tan  48. 196%. 


3.35  SUZANNE  KIRBY  EBF  NATIONAL  HUNT 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2,443: 2m  20  (6) 

6-11-0 DMJuvnkf 

.. . 6 Twmey 

-0 TJcnks 

) 5-11-0 D Gafeta 

5-11-0 A Nbgtto 

VStatny 


through  at  the  furlong  pole 
and  pulling  lengths  dear  at 
the  line. 

The  winner  has  a lot  more 
speed."  Hills  senior  said.  The 
only  rime  he  has  been  beaten 
was  at  York,  when  the 
Knavesmire  really  was  a 
mire."  Angus  Gold,  racing 
manager  to  Sheikh  Hamdan 
al-Maktoum,  added:  “He  goes 
well  on  this  easy  ground  so 
we'll  have  to  bring  him  out 
early  and  see  if  he  is  good 
enough  for  a Guineas." 

The  race's  damp  squib  was 
Duck  Row.  James  Toller  end- 
ed a splendid  season  in  chas- 
tening fashion  when  the 
uneasy  favourite,  having 
failed  to  settle,  found  nothing 
when  ridden,  beating  just  Two 
home.  "He  ran  a bit  flat,"  the 
trainer  said.  “Some  of  my 
horses  have  not  been  right,  but 
he  was  working  okay.  I sup- 
pose it  would  have  been  better 
to  be  cautious  and  I regret 
running  him." 


r*  * b i r.  * 

I ill  A L 


nA.-D4!L<M|t  DF 


T^iWpjig^rgg 


£1.50,  £2.10.  BFJItt  CSF:  £8-«.  ... 
PtaeapeC  £1X8.40:  OurafpotiOflO. 

bxhe  -Tote  Jadcpot  was 
'again  not  won  yesterday,  and, 
with.  £233^560.94  cam'ed  for- 
warcL  the  pool  could  top 

£350,000  at  Doneasteijypday. 


94  NMfen  Dram.  3-1  Gta«  Bom  7-2  Xaraytad  Wood.  9-1  Buis.  hsU 
COM.  12-1  WMi  Aflal  Imaata  . 

3.05  JOHN  BURKE  MEMOfttAL  HANDfCAF  CHASE 

(£3.770: 2m)  (3). 

1 632-  BRAflL CR BUST 270  (Dj\B) P R WetCa 6-11-10  CffOiy* 

2 2211  NOUGHT  IS  (COJAai  Tim»  10-H-S LHarray 

3 5531  -SIGMA RUN aKD/jG) J D’SwB-16-13  . UAFfegerid 
64  Bad  Di  ba  74  m LUt  w ton  An 


- COURSE  SPEG1ALISTS 


TRANERS:  B Metam.  27  (Anaa  tan  88  ranra.  30.7%;  M Upe, 
46  Ihra  158, 293%;  P Nictate.  14  tan  57. 245%  P Hflttn  SB  tan 
125. 2DJfcHriBdsm.fi  tanas,  17.1% 

‘ JOCKEYS:  L'MmU  4 itam-tnm  lE  rYtes,  25.0%;  0 fc^raoisf,  S 

tan  142, 17ifcAltota13Itan'l82,  t7JJ%,DMflnk,7f«a 
421&7fcEHiBtaj^3taB21, 14JfcLH«By,9fenrJT,T1.7%. 


fl-15  EMutav  7-2  Ceala  SU  4-1  LA'l  won.  16-1  Ittbgm  fife.  25-1 

RaanniB  Lndet.  Bn*r  Friend. 


4.10  PVC  CHALLENGE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,740: 2m  4f  110yd)  (3) 

1 HMJ  SIRONSTMajM  9 {B^PNtolDto  7-11-10..  TJHiphy 

2 715-  WGHLAND  JACK  324  IS)  A Tirail  7-10-12 C RfiS  (7) 

3 R12-  PLAN-A 175 pp/J 3 Abe 7-10-7 PHofey 

54  Rn-A.  74  (floUmf  Jack  94  Etaq  Xogun. 

4.40  FRED  RIM  ELL  MEMORIAL  NOVICES  CHASE 
(£3,782: 2m  4f  11  Oyd)  (5) 

1 1-2T  NORTTB*!  S1ARUGHT2  fllfAS)  BPipt6-114  CMradt 
. 2 /T3-  DONILEAVETHteEST  364  fl!)  R CWJ  7-10-12 D MWfs 

3 /Z-8  JA1CANTO 21  fflflRJueta 7-HM2 SWymt 

4 38-3  MORSTDCK  12  [Gj  H Hgdjpa  7-10-1? T Db$C0RM 

5 /DP-  ACT  MIME  229  (S)  T Gauge  S-1D-10 TJMipiy 

14  itanhcm  SMgtL  3-i  UaaocX  134  Doaowtcnes.  14-1  la  in  Hoe, 


3.  1 U LADBROKES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3,459: 2m  41)  (4) 

1 300-  EXPRESS  OFT  lUFK^UPBn  8-1241 W Mantra 

2 PS2-  SOLDAT  185  (9  0 HWntni  4-11-3  . AHbgukv 

3 1h5  m STAHtWtD  U (BD.6^)  I F«te  7-UM  ^ S Wyau 

4 J4-1  CAESKTS BOY  14  {CDnS)  6 luOul 6-162  -DJMOfM. 
10-11  Sett*.  7-2  Cassia's  Bar.  92  Enrass  BN  j-i  53w  9taM 


"DOUBLE  YOUR  FUN. 

• v.  , ■ . 

v % •-  . • over  z Weekends 
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AUDI  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Scotts  Audi 


Rybridge  Audi  U 

AUDI  APPROVED 

CP  MAmAdoQntrGfcjiRnBS  IP 

SnttnMfinsjBbUli  SMbWlQB 
Eka^VUmVOIMB-aUE 

HnDSfla—— . 

KM  Aa«A625inS13BpS*B 

W)BWAiHithBlg  9SH  AaLWIJSEAan 
SpaS 'a.SmLAbp.eti.  MriMmU 


95M  Audi  RS2  AvsraL  RS  Bhie. 
tahecfekaaiara  recaro  seats-  aucon. 
ate.  a/bag.  tractkm.  e/roof.  315  BHP. 
canera  cup  alloys.  39)18011115  £POA 

97P  Audi  AS  4*2  quattro.  Ming  Bhie. 
ecni  leather,  climate  control-  cruise, 
ertfeeat  pack.  r/locks.  sports  wheel, 
h/l/w.  p/ s/roof.  walnut.  lOcd.  comp 
alloys.  &,000mls  £42,995 

97P  And!  S6  Auto  Estate.  Volcano 
Black,  leathei/alcantara  s/seats,  climate 
control.  cruise,  p/s/roof,  twin  electric 
seats,  Unction.  airbags,  h/seats.  walnut 
t/load.  h/l/w.  r/kxrks.  17"a/w. 
11300mls  £37^95 

96N  Audi  A8  3.7  Sport.  Emerald 
Green,  anthracite  leather  s/scaa.  i 
Climate  control,  e/seats  pock,  cruise, 
t/blind.  bose.  h/l/w.  t/locks.  solar  roof. 
lOcd.  18' "a/w.  20,900ml  £34,995 

97P  Audi  Z^SE  Automatic  Estate. 
Ming  Blue,  aqua  velour  interior, 
climate  control-  abs.  remote  locks,  a/s/c. 
o/baES.  extra  rear  seats,  alloys  4,680ml* 
£27,495 

97P  Audi  A4  TDI  HObbp  quattro 
Avaut  Bine  PearL  blue  s/seats,  abs. 
climate-  pas.  traction.  f/anmrw.  h/l/w. 
info  pack,  r/rails-  alarm,  comp  a/w. 
10.480mls  £24,995 

97P  Audi  A4  T-Spoit.  Cactus  Green, 
sports  seals,  climate  control,  abs.  cruise 
control,  obc.  remote  locks*  competition 
alloys.  3360mls  £22395 

97P  And!  A3  T-Spori.  Laser  Red.  onyx 
leather  s/ seals,  climate  conooL  abs. 
traction,  p/s/roof,  r/locks.  bose.  h/seats. 
h/l/wash.  6cd.  oomp  alloys.  7,700ml* 
£22,995 

9fip  Audi  A3  1*8  Sport.  Blue  Pearl, 
blue  cloth  s/seats,  abs.  p/s/roof,  twin  air 
bags,  traction,  r/locks.  f/annresL  edm. 
f/Tights.  a/s/c.  (Sod  aurfio.  a/wbeels. 
12380mls  £18,995 

9SM  Audi  A4  2-6SE  Saloon.  Ming 
bine,  grey  doth,  climate,  pas.  abs.  twin 
air  bags,  a/s/c-  e/ windows  x4.  edm.  obc. 
cdL  r/h/rests.  r/locks.  cdxl.  a/wbeels. 
I7380mls  £17.650 


95N  Audi  2^E  Coupe  96Mod.  Bine 
PearL  blue  ieathec/cloth  s/seals.  abs. 
pas.  prc  seta,  s/roof,  e/windows, 
airbag.  cdL  e/d/mirrors.  10  spoke  a/w. 
I7<460mls  £16j995 

CONVERTIBLES 

97R  Audi  28E  Convertible. 
Aluminium  Silver,  blue  leather  s/seats, 
power  hood.  pas.  abs.  cwx4.  obc.  sports 
a/bag  wheel.  cdL  e/nrixroix.  IT’tea 
spoke  alloys.  4,260mls  £POA 

96N  Audi  2£E  Auto  Convertible. 
Blue  Petri,  leather  sports  seats,  power 
hood,  air-con.  walnut  abs.  pas. 
w/deflector.  cwx4.  cdL  airbag..  3rd 
b/lighL  10  spokes.  10,380mls  £26.995 

95N  Audi  U6E  Auto  Convertftle 
96Mod.  Bagasse  Green.  Fall  Mack 
leather  s/seals.  air  con.  power  hood, 
abs.  sports  s/wheel,  walnut,  a/cbeck.  10 
spoke  alloys.  32,180mls  £25395 

97R  Audi  ME  20V  Convertible. 
Aluminium  Silver,  bloe  teathoc/clodi 
s/scats,  blue  p/bood.  pas.  abs.  airbag, 
e/ windows,  cdl.  e/ mirror*,  deha  andja 
10  spoke  a/w.  2.160mls  £POA 

93L  Audi  23E  Convertible  94Mod. 
Indigo  Blue  Pteri.  bloe  jacquard  sports 
seals,  bhie  hood.  ate.  pas.  e/windows, 
c/loddng.  e/minors.  10  spoke  alloys. 
26^00mls  £19595 

OTHER  MAKES 

97R  Mercedes  Ben  CLK  200  Sport. 
Ruby  Red  Metallic,  orion  leather,  air 
coo.  skid  control.  4x  a/bag. 
s/suspeznon.  f/armrcst  abs.  ew.  t/locks. 
8 speaker  audio,  carbon  inlays. 
L6”aHoys.  265 mis  £POA 

97R  Porsche  Bolster  Tlptrank 
98Mod.  Brilliant  Silver,  blue  leather 
sports  seals,  blue  power  hood,  climate, 
ate.  obc.  c/console.  h/seats.  asc.  ew.  cd 
pack,  w/deflector.  (flocks  & alarm. 
L7"  alloys.  548mls  £POA 

96P  BMW  32M  Touring.  Boston 
Green,  grey  cloth,  abs.  pas.  a/s/c. 
c/sun/roo£.  e/windaws.  f/uxmesL  cdL 
roof  rails,  obc.  6cd  audio,  classic  alloy 
wheels.  15300mls  £25.495 


IkalVabaslftaKHi&mr 


9SH  XoAMUXSaaOpAaMBU 
*tS  Efacfak  teds  facaxOsufc 
Dad.Ban*Xhm.fcani 
Ladas.  MS.  BtefcCSAaadavc 
KharBaacWn 


lAta«.n&ABS.I3mric  Mata* 
OcOmtSifate*— tfljB 

•at  A<dS]2n^r«efaBawttrtkc 

fakaKhoayStfmoCMS. 
BaSoCamjUDp.OEOva. 
ISSiwtUB]  MB 

FiMn  'torsca.  SBrffwd 

SujbrWnSTUMU 

Tel:  01785  223232 

Aftai  hours:  0868  1 12731 


HU  Aa&MMfiMMMkcftari 
AJkgsSpnSea, 


saMwwgusaaffa&B* 

IhaaaHh: 

M.  AriaDLtSriae. 

fimfcailiFBaiGntlsriCa; 

SjXDIS&Onmafe 


9tt  rfcwmjf’nXESAanftaMcdh 
OmMUatcliavAKte. 
CsteOianlABS.  CDHya  VXT 

Qcrtte £2X05 

Cabridge  Rood.  Hwrioy, 
SwtxftTnra. 

Tel:  01782  207200 

OPEN  7 DA3IS 


ASTON  MARTIN 


AVIATION,  sailing 

AND  RALLYING 


RatMr,W,DaM(kl^>r 


SW  sa  Am,  T ng. 


Troirffaf  HU.  TR*  Canto*. 
*«£  Stafford  Stand.  Crayton  CXe  tX* 


OfF-road  Motorcyde  Courses. 
THE  way  to  improve  management  team 
responsibility  and  leadership  qualities. 
Solo?  Meet  new  fiiends  on  Fun  Days. 


REDHILL  01737  S23282 

Call  Free  on  0800  731  34S1 
FAX  01737  373118 


Be  afUgh  flyer  with  the 
t^Ulster  Flying  Club 

Tatofwctrtrtrisyptfvaflandmsoariance 


thattriB  of  plating  a 
Rghtokcraftunaar 
■ axpvrtMMon. 


HUnwaiBHIasW/WlaH 


FranklinQSSD 


We  requre  voy  best 
Ngh  specification  Auda. 
Reese  ttfeptare  Smon  Fennel 
tor  an  enuusasoc  resoensa. 

01483  272  451 
or  0836  52  55  52 

A Sytner  Company 


0171  730  2131 


32N  roBTTtflUq  -94  U 47.000 


ALFA  ROMEO 


Dovercourt  Audi 

Battersea  St.  Johns  Wood 


S5N  Audi  A4  IX, 

Aluminium  Stiver,  1,71X1  miles 
94L  Audi  100 IS  QuaOro  Eaulc, 
Emerald  Green.  37,000  miles, 
S7P  Audi  A428Sak»a  llpOO  miles 
Aluminium,  CO  Player. 
Conjpetitioo  Allays 
99M  Audi  Cabriakt  16  E.  Auxomziic. 

Kingfisher  Blue.  IfijUOO  miles 
95M  Audi  A6  Esute  ifi  SE.  auto. 

Vfchret  Blue.  ZtJXD  Rules 
97P  Audi  A6  HsUle  l.tfSE. 

Ruhy  Red,  8.00U  miles,  7 Seals 
84M  Audi  HUTDi  Estate. 

Imfigu  Uluc.  33JWO  macs.  Smrtwf 
94L  AuJi*alOE.  ~ 

Bbck,  50/100  rofles.  Sunroof 
97P  Audi  M quattro  TDi. 
OwunGrcy  Metallic. 

1 1.000  miles.  Aitoys 

B6P  AmS  Cahnifci  18.  Maeoita  Rari 
Metallic.  Air  Con.  I2JXX)  roiies 
SEP  Ainli  Cabriidci  ZJWL  Hue  Peait. 
43XX1  miles.  Wdnui  Dash. 

Sports  Steering  Wheel 

0171  924  5544 

98  York  Road 
Battersea.  London 


99U  Audi  80  TDi  Avani  SE. 

Ragusa.  ISpOO  miles 
37P  Autfi  M lASEAvaut. 

Mmg  Blue.  4JX0  mila 
SfiP  AiidtAAl-BTSporlAiito. 

Emerald,  12/WO  miles 
9SN  Audi  S2  Avnnt  quattro, 

Ruhy.  1 1.000  mnes 
9SN  Audi  S2  Gnupe  quattro, 

Ragusa.  15/xnmiks 
95M  Audi  Cabriolet  i6, 

Ming  Blue.  19.000  miles 
SSN  AutH  Cabriotei  ZjS, 

Bynnc,  15,000  miles 
97P  Andi  Cabriolet  U. 

Cactus,  4j»Xl  mDes 
97P  Audi  Cabriulct  18. 

Afunrininm  9JM)  mfles 
97P  Audi  AP  43  qwiiiro. 

Roby.  1 1,000  mills 
97P  Audi  A80  Sport  quattro. 
Emerald.  73J0U  mdcs 

0171  286  5000 

30  Sl  Johns  Wbod  Road 

London 


Audi 


Approved 
Used 
Cars 


6spd  95M  Cosmos, 
alver/grey  hfar.  33k. 
Ctimate.  ATC.  tracker,  it 
brake  spofler  etc. 
FBMWSH.  Excellent 
coodiaoD.  Q4J9S. 
01438714141 


ASTON  MARTIN 


VANTAGE 

M itg.  Ruyrt  Wue  meaBE, 
pschmeaz  Udc.  nacfces.  1 LOOO 
miles.  AMSH.  tuoOy  origU 


Paul  Young 
01724  855063.T 


1997  in  black  with  Ithr 
im.  Z*  alloys,  sun 
dimmed  glass,  chrome 
pack,  6 spk  stereo,  wind 
defL  5^00  mh.1  lady 
owner.  As  new.  £24,995. 
01282777538 


M3EVO 

CONVERTABLE 

1996  P n*.  2WXJ0  Kk*.  FBMWSH 
Ted*.  VMS.  O^lamer 
Lousy  ipec  tortnSsg 
AiC.BarW«hBLomK.</reM. 
Hard  Top,  6U  power  root 

wiod  defleess.  mp  >ond  sm™ 

wflk  10  SUCk  CD. 
lMimaftM  WW 
TefeMflUCOM 

oamnxMun 


BMW  WANTED 


Franklin  Audi...  Moving  in  the  right  circles 


97P  AS 43 (jixallfO  SPORT  *****  10T  W3,0Dtl 

96H  AS  43  qoaUra  SPCRT  * * * * * 22T  142,250 
95K  (*2  4.2  quattro  SPORT  *****  21 T S40.5CC 

*p  as 3.7 s?orrr  *****  irr  ns.roo 

97P  A22.3  *****  oT  E35.0C0 

97?  A£2.8SE(HEW)*****  9T  £27.350 

97P  ASTDIq'jatlra  *****  ST  £23,750 

97P  I.SSc  EST  + * * 6T  £20,000 

95H  «1. ST  SPOUT  **  21T  £13.250 


97P  (U  1.3  flYAHT  6UT0  * * * 
96 P ttEfilOLH  2.6  E *** 
95M  CABRIOLET  2.6  E filTTO  * * 
9JL  54  ESTATE  4WD  ***** 
94MS2Cm:PE4Vfil***** 
95/4 S2 COUPE 4WD  *** 

9SH  CJWPE2E  *+* 

91L  COUPE  SUTO  * * 

91M  03  1.3  TCI  ESTATE  * * 

•TOTAL  SPEC 


9T  £22.000 
10T  C25.T50 
1 1T  £24.750 
6GT  E2T.500 
31T  £25.000 
71T  £22.  DOC 
55T  £17350 
27T  £16.000 
051  £12,750 


•»»;HHAS£'0  SPEC  * **LE*IH£n  OR  A;R  » **  * LEATHER  JfiO  A3  .»»» 

0113  263  3431  E^gll  ii?ll 

OPEPJ  7 DA  VS  SUNDAY  11-5.  A Sytrv.v  Comrjny. 


ALFA  ROMEO 


H ER  VILLAGE  LARS 

tftir/tir-  sl" 


*1  (HI 
w (M) 

*4  IMJ 
n ui 
«J  iU 
« (M 
as  on 
n in 
w no 

M (M>M14 

n nt) ease 

as  (LMM15 
*1 1> 

M l LA  Cov>: 
95  (HtCwyat 
95  IMJM1SI 
n ID  tn«m 
ax  cj>  imu( 
a*  iKiMa: 
as  co  u»z<y 

*4  lU  HUE 
*1  ||)MUb 


Sytner@ 


We  mqure  ww  very  best  high 

tpapfcapon.  low  rmaapa 

BMWs  and  Atpras. 
Reetsa  weprimw  Adron  Ha 
hr  an  ertfcjSKbc  ma»^n*<n 

01206  231  540 
or  0335  737  969 


CLASSIC  CARS 


IVER,  BUCKS. 

t£L0I753  650?09/fAX.O{753  65 1019 


AUTOITALIA.  GLOUCESTER  - 014S2  EC4433 


JORDAtLS.  HULL  • 014E:2  2Z250C 


PLATTS.  STOKE  Cr;  TPEVT  - O'.TAC 


V7P  Atta  Spider  Lomu,  Mol  Swr.  CD.  Aa  Can.  Artagi3MB5  97P  Alfa  Spider.  Alla  Red.  IT  Atoya.  CO S3 1,998  »6P  AH*  1STV2J3TS,  Proeao  Rod.  FSH S1«JS6 

97P  Afii14SCl0Vlriti£BadLM[>jK.M&.ABS.taiBg£13£SS  STfl  Alta  145  ChrrtdMI.Btaek.AlrCoa  Momo  Uhr_ AOA.  #SH  Atte  15S  SLOTS  lft«,  Rud.  FSH.  Sports  Psdt £M95 

gyp  AH»  14*  HUM**.  Had*.  Afloy*.  MS.  ABS.  Airtng  £14,705  «7P  Alta  1SB  ZD  Supw.  MM  Pre»o  Red.  WBporiw  XT3AS9  S5M  ABU  15SZ5VI,  Black.  FSK  Sport!  Rmk X8JB 

S7P  JUh  148  UT(S  W*.  lid  Tianufli  Gmy  A^fS.XatHQ  £13^95  B7P  Atti14S«1WnSj*k,A«lRee.A6oys «14W»  9M  AtU  U*  tJ  Lhwu.  9wb«*K  4SS OZ» 

««P  ABhM81£CWWM,F«S.A8S.A«»B.fliann_...m9#S  «M  ABa  1S6 1^  Slhmwlonu.  BUrk.  FSH OW  95M  A8i168UllmaaWiam,SiawolFSM O^M 


AUTOYACHTS.  GILLINGHAM  • OiGSA  331S33 


KA/JE  OF  COMBER.  COMBER  • 0T247  ST 2302 


REG  LARDY.  LE’GESTER  - 0116  2S3  %'>t1 


97P  Altai MX0W 2**. UHdiw. Aloys. ABS j^gjm  9T  AMa Sfridor Tlafei 9pmh flSa RaU. f*ofa, AES. P*S  J^CA.  WB>  atU SfdderUmM^Btefc. UanuM. Hood mjm 

R7R  Alfa  lS2bTJSparfc  StgWX  SIR.  ABt^fS — P.OA.  „ ABh  QTVIMn  SpMcSMr.  AJtys.  ABS.  RAS PAA.  ««  «tu  1SS 1 JThIb  Spm*.  Red.  Spoim,  CO MXA. 

SKP  ABa  1551  JT/SpWkltW.Mrt  Bhie.  ABS. AaoyS-TIZWS  B7B  AHeTSS  IJTWn  Sqertc,  SftmrWtto — ROA. 

98N  ABa  146  2JItt  Red.  Air  Con.  Aloys.  ABS,  CO—£12£K  S7P  ABu  1*5  CkrwM.  TimnMU  Suirmri-itW* 

98H  Alta  146  24J  nmmrlMT.  Red,  S(H.  «oys,  A8SX12^S5  97  Alb  ISBUISvIWnSpwfc C15JB0  9gp  Alta  tSazoTartn  Spurt.  Prow  Red,  Smemri  J11^96 


12  McrtC.  Approved 

Warr.trt'y 
=ul!  AA  Cover 

4 

Vehicle?  History  Chock 

• 

Ve:i:c!o  Jns'jacljC'T 

• 

30  Day 

Exci‘.ooco  Plan 

w 

Serviced  ft  Valeted 


CALEDONIA  SOUTHAMPTON  “ 01703  7C226C  | MARSHALLS.  PETERBOROUGH  -01730  393C38  | ROADSIDE  GARAGES.  COLERAINE  • 01255  3eC-?E  ■ Code  Key 

Insurance  uovlt 


97P  ANoSTV  241  Luno.  Rod.  Aloys,  ABS ^.£21^W  9BH  ABa  1402J1K  Teaman  Gray,  CO.  ABS ..El 1995  97  AAa  155  IJIThVi  SpaA.  Protao  Rad.  Moya-.. — 04^06 

"97P  AttaSpWorlfl Twin 8pirt.rtrtaOe Grew  . .E20J95  Alta  146 14TS  IS^Gia  Bho.  Kkff%  ABS...  * AH*  145 24) Tote Sgarh ABep, CO.  A8S E1UOO 

«w»c,a..<M,M,arMi«9,.JiMn  am-pmmm  * /ubw,***-*.^* «« 

96N  ABa  1 55  2J  Twin  Spur*.  AB9.  A&syi,  Atom  _£10»96 

MM  ABa  145 14 3 Door,  Pratm  Had.  ASoye £7,999  »»  AtiaiM VBSpaR^kM S«Wf  WlaCB.  Air  Con_£TftM6  96  ajfeai<Sl.71M.CarU«nGiMn.  Moya. SumaXXS^OO 


CALEDONIA,  WARRINGTON  * 01S2S  ^16316  ■ MEBVYN  STEWART.  EELFAST  * Cl  202  C02255 


TATES.  BRIGHTON  * 012T3  ZT6&56 


9$P  A«a  CIV  ZOTVrin  Spartt  IBr,  S»vw,  Stnxxri  £IBW 

S7P  AHa  1 *S  24)  Ctowlerd,  Titsnum  Grey E1&B95 

97P  ABa  tttlAIMn  Spark  IB*  MW  Bub.  RiSporiarilSAW 
97P  JUfo  14S141MnSp«klG«AGiMn.  RiSpoiarrtZaaS 
97?  AKa  146 1-SL  Black.  EJoc  Suwoot C10.9BS 


96  Am(nV2U1flicMaGMcAMaua.Sun«at^..-EtM«5  9ff  ABa  S(ridv Ltmao, Rad. Ctt iMher,  Ak Con_Q3^86 

98  (UbWUSqWLMmPIIMio n74*5  97?  AHaOTV  Laaao,Bhri<,  Laaamr,  Air  Con,  S*  JZt&S 

96  Anal«8241in6e,  umafc  ProteoRed,  Stmroof  ^E1X|9m  om  Afla  TW  ijj  Srpar  Umeo,  Rad,  Aub,  Air  Con  £14£9S 

97  ABa  145  UTMn  Spurt  Ift^Rad.  Aloys E1«M  96P  AB«  146ft  Grey.  CO.  ABS n3J»8 

M ABa  33  l.rnatamo.  Mat  Spore  Sue.  Wood  13. _E5^»  S4H  ABa  X1 1.7 1«i  Ran  Sawd. — - — BJ96 


EVANS  HALSHA'.V.  SHEFFIELD  * 0114  272137S  MERVYM  STEWART.  CRAIG  AVON  * 017S2  346102 


VflLSOM  PURVES.  HORSHAM  • 01403  22^802 


APPROVED 
USED  CARS 

v\t>. 

4i^ 


97?  Alfa  164 U StqnT Aata, TOrun Grey, L9u  AJiO)rs£23^VS  97  AMaMHUIfeAbRad. SuWOl— £*158*  94P  ABa Spidv 24>T»*iSt»rk.7ir3efcoJGraan — S2&P8S 

96?  ABB Spfdor,  ABa  Had.  Oath £21,995  98  ABBimiaMM3»iBtoSpt*r.0ZWhaai».SRlW85  96M  ABa  8TW 24)lMa  Sfnrfc, MMc  Bladt EIM* 

'97?  A»1H44Ti*B9rtgpo«Pa*B«Roul.J18jB»B  97  AlfaiaBl4W»Ta*lSp^MaiSiwrWWH_£1V«  STB  4Ba1482«tPBrt«**laBfcai^_.. KXA. 

95N  ABa  146BL Protuo Rad.  Suoar Car £124*5  97  Afc14514WuTWtaSpBrt.ABa0ad M4**  96H  AKa  164 10 Stqrw Luaao. Btask £14*99 

ggH  ABB  l4*1<?1flfcPraM0HM,  Bob  Hoot. -Ea.M9  97  ABa14B1£1fcTWnSpmk,MalMa*.Afc9ai1*fl86  9R>  ABa  146  2JMUataAc  Grey — £H295 


£10.00  off 

ttwooatofatMlaaatxi  # > 

or  a tencSnataa  at  Ante  Airport  - 
on  production  aftNa  aduertfaamant 
UnVtedloooe  per  person 


^ Airport  ... 
Portafeny  Road,  Newtownarth 
Co.  Down  BT23  8SG  ' 


For  a Trial  Flying  Lesson  with  a QuaTified  . 
Instructor.  Fly  the  Plane!  For  a Free  Leaflet 
^aggjav.  or.  Credit  Card  Orders 

VEST  01494  443737KI? 


Call  Mandy  on:  0181  6499533 

Abo  oouraas  karltng  to  (he  fkpertmak  oTTmopat  test 


Don't  jllSt  watch  it... 

do  it! 

★ Gift  Vouchers  available  ★ 


Rallyschoor 


Whatever  your  skill  . 
from  bc-ginner  to 
professional,  we  have 

the  c.-rv  instructors  and 
teamwork  to  tailor  a 
course  to  ycur  needs  f*  “i 


TEL:  01280  705570  FAX;  01280  701891 


Tel:  Ravenintjham  (0503)  543631/2 


BE  A RACING  DRIVER  FOR  THE  DAY! 


> V Wiw 


AINTREE  RACING  DRIVERS'  SCHOOL 
at  the  THREE  SISTERS  RACE  CIRCUIT  (WiGfi N ) 


: Would  \mi  like  a DIRTY  WEEKEND? 

■MpHpmiHRBBMPMp 


CHUB  BIRBECK  INTERNATIONAL  BALLY  SCHOOL 
driving  par  Rally  prepared  VaaxbaO  Astra  GTE*s 
Eoamce  Ac  MKetiSau  Mufti  to  hoaAnte  am.  power  iBie  ori 

(MririUfM/tft  riff  ear  fmrpore  bait  pord  RatiyCmak. 

AU.EQUatl£Qfr SUPPLIED  - HELMETS.  INTERCOMS  ETC. 

Price*  include  U"*  and  refimtunauB 
HALFDAY  COURSE  FROM  £99  - ONE  PAY  COURSE  £160 
WEEKEND  COURSE  DM 
Glfr  toucken  maHabU 


TmrT-TT^i  «i'-A.,.'.v,,'t 


Want  to  be  a. 
Helicopter  Pilot? 

With  rrprrii**.  In  u^ik  iiTriffnl  mil  ninnnnim  Dying 

urlib  an  operational  company.  Come  and  be  mined  by 
out  own  pilots.  Ab  tmtio  or  mnsirioo  courses  available 
wiifa  potential  for  employment  with  our  Company. 

M.F.M.  HeMajpueifs  LM 

One  Diinraven  Street 
London,  WlY  3FG 
Teb  0171 499  2233 
Fax:  0171 499  2277 


PLH  ASSOCIATES  LIMITED 

Are  bDces^  boats  and  boards  ytwr  thing? 

Try  sonxfldng  Oat  wffl  REALL Y OrrB  - heficn|iter  flyteg 

FmraB  the  gtketa  on  begcopCer  leawos,  couues  and 
carcoo,  pfan  tbe  beri  pbees  to  lenrs  dtroogboot  the 
coaony  caa  now  an 

01816587541 

01516482947 


The  UK's  aaiy 


AmndHesUnrited 

Modait  bcDeapter  trafadag  acrvtee 


HELICOPTER  FLIGHT  TRAINING 

-<•  PfWATE  PILOTS  UCENCES 
-r  SELHLYHRE 
-*  SW0l£47WW 
TURBINE  COKVffiSON 
< WSTRUCTQR  COURSES 
-V  WGHT  RATINGS 
•<  HHX0PTHI  CHARTS  • 

■<  TWAL  LESSON  GST  VOUCHER 

Teisphona  01 61  498  9393 

000 1A  HelicerttrB,  Manchester  Airport, 
Manchester.  M90  3PF 


Your  Robinson  Helicopter  Distributor 


Kkir  Tnffiaingi/Self  Fly  Ifiie/Aircia ft  Sales 

Trial  Lesson  and  Introductory  Course  from  £115.00 
2 Ijcatltm  dose  to  London  6 Others  eountrywHi 
Gift  vtwcherrimd  Corporate  events 
©e  I i A ir 01789  470476  or  07000  HELI  AIR 


Soiling  Weekends 
ond  Holidoys 
Junior  Activity  Week: 

THE  SOllNT,  THE  CLICS. 

Thl  Ci'ii:  is 

01705  222224  ;2^- 

f^Sunsajj 

SAILING  SCHOOLS 


:(  l;MG  \\  [ \ I ln\ 

W 


T*e  Me*  Christum  Gtft 
Xraiatag  tor  year  Private 
.. . FBoii  Lfemac  r 
. AnUltib  ’ 
Cambridge  Qmfidd 
Gkwcefler  Newcestie 


PHIL  PRICE 


Miiy  school 


AUtmiuah 

kata* 


f.i'v* o' 15 4 7 550  300 


Maldi^  Persona] 
Flying  Affordable 

ffin 

G , 

^houT,  TmnUBdM 
Smnfaua  Airpart.  BN43  9Y 
Tehpboom  OTOT  461616 


BUYING  OR  SELLING 


arrMoBontai  yandagaMia 

CaH  RON  HARRISON 
TN/feUK(pi305)81«tt 

Mrtaanjhnton^unatiXU* 

‘""tamoteoaAtfflSiMn 


daHLA.'«wuwu^  a^s  t<  • -■■  •-  ._ 
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THE  SECTION  FOR  CARS,  BIKES,  BOATS  AND  EVERYONE  ON  THE  MOVE 


m ^ ;*t.  * 

'¥•  % 


Barnard 
on  thier: 
perils  of 
rural  rides 
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Win  a 
wonderful 
model 
Mini 


Now  for 
an  even 
longer 
adventure 
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do  it  upside  down 


■ Tt 

I* 

m m** 

M * ** H 


11  rilir~l  r5C- ' ’Five  t^etf'theiur  apt?,5*  RedAxrows  pilot  andbear  a simple  principle  in  mind  in  their  RpssianYak-52s — “Rule  One  Do  not  crash.  Ride  Two:  Always  obey  Rule  One!" 

rff^nrpj  ^Stnact  Birdi  ma^ttve  amateur  l . ^ \ - ■ r-  - 

MJwfi  -v  acrobatic  drmmgo^  enough  to  ^r-  ■--■  T ■ - : 4 

,C95^  i " take  oh  Ihe  world’s  top  daredevils 


E,  adi  effeeftemen 
c . appeared-  - to  ( be  in 
ji  'serimis  pain.i  shuf- 
rflktg  across thegras* 

■ in  “a  group,  heads  rriHihg  or 
‘ craning  . backwards,  : eyes 
raised  to  heaven-  Each  hdd . 
his  right  band  at  waist  bejjgiit., 
fist  danched.  Snddenly,'i!®ey: 
turned  in  tight  circles  before 
two  broke  away,  drded  "on 
their  own.  wife  quick,  abort; 
steps  then  rejoined  tbe  others. 
Ther  leader  was  issuing  a 
litany  of  orders:  “Run  towards  . 
Aces  High,  pulling  ....  go; 
break  ,..  go;  complete  loop, 
wmgover,;  right  reversal  into . 
caterpillar.  1 

“It  may  seem  a strange  way 
foe  grown-ups  to,  spend  a 
Saturday  afternoon,  but 
■ Mari^vGeae,  Andy,  Jeff  and 
Gany  go  trough  this  balletic 
sequence  almost  every  time. 

feqr.'meet.  They  -'are-:  .the. 
Aerostars.  an  amateur  aero- . 
totkutroupe  three  of  them 
just  have  an  ordinary  Private 
Mot'S  licence  (FFIJ-- the  fike 
of  which  probably  .does  not 
exist  anywhere  else  in  Europet 
Their  mdividual  flying  rape- ' 
rience  ranges  Iran  7,000 
hours  Jo  a.  relatively' brief  330, 
but  the  flying  five  loop,  roll 
climb  and.  dive  their  rugged 
Russian  Yak-52  ex-military 
trainers  as  one.  . . . 

And  next  year' they  plan  to 
contest  the.  FEdfiratkm  A £ron- 
autkjue  Internationale -Avia-w 


tion  Grand  ftrix  in  Swttoar- 
- land  — amateurs  appearing 
among  some  of  fee  worldV  top ' 
professionals.; 

■ • They  take  their  hobby  very 
' seriously-  Before  . they  j*o 
whirling  around  fee  /sky  in 


- i 


mg  every  roll,  loop,  twist  and 
turn  and  each  radio  call  of 
feeir  12-minute  show,  right 
bands  damping  an  imaginary 
stick,  thumbs  pushing  imagi- 
nary -radio-  talk  buttons. 
“Going  feroi^  the  niotiOTis" 
onfoctisvitaL  ,/ 

Tiie:  results  in  fee  air  are 
impressive.  Wife  a combined 
engine  capacity  erf  50  litres;  the 
fire  Yaks’.  Ivchenko  radial, 
engines  are  orchestrated  into  a 

thunderous,  ramble-  as  they 
topve  smoothly  through  the' 
carefully  . rehearsed  routines 
towards  . a smoke-trailing, 
hlgh-g-piilling  - finale  caDed 
“Red  Star  Burst*. 

Although  in  aerobatic  Harms, 
each  Aerostar  is  an  amateur, 
there  is  rather  more  to  them . 
than  that  Leader,  Mark  Levy 
(7,000  hours*  flying  time)  is  a ■ 
British  Airways’  First  Officer 
-who  flies  Boeing  757s  and  767s. 
Gene  Willson  is  not  only  a 
’ commercial  : aircraft  pflot 
(7 ,000  hours),  but  also  manag- 
ing director  of  Titan  Airways 
based  at  Stansted.  Fbrtunate- 
ly,  BA  afed  Titan  passengers 
are  unaware  , that  their  pilots. 


,42*- 

K 

y 

► 
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...  1-j  ' 1 1 


. WiHson,  Hammond,  Sharp,  Stow  and  Levy:  “We  compromise  between  what  looks  impressive  and  what  is  achievable" 


Ground  plan:  “Going  through  the  motions"  on  foot  is  vital 


Engine:  Ten-litre,  nine-cylinder  supercharged 
360hp  Ivchenko  radial. 

Performance:  Never-exceed  speed  270m  ph;  cruising 
speed  ISOmph.  G-limits:  +7  to -5. 

Fad  consumption:  In  cruise,  13  gallons  per  hour; 
aerobatics.  20-plus  gallons  per  hour. 

Price:  £37.000- E 40.000.  About  £150  an  hour  to  fly. 


are  only  really  happy  when 
flying  upside  down. 

"The  three  PPLs  are  Andy 
Hammond  (450  hours),  once  a 
rock  musician,  now  a director 
of  construction  and  computer 
software  companies;  Jeff  Stow 
(850 hours),  ait  industrial  heat- 
ing techmdan  who  currently 
. runs  his  own  property  mainte- 
nance company,  arid  Garry 
Sharp  (330  hours),  who  spe: 
dalises  in  recruiting  directors 
to  a widevariety  of  company 
boards. 


“There  is  a huge  disparity  in 
experience  between  us.  but  we 
have  all  trained  to  tbe  same 
standard."  Garry  says.  “We 
believe  we  are  the  only  ama- 
teur team  in  Europe  doing 
formation  aerobatics." 

A cornerstone  of  that  train- 
ing has  been  wife  RAF  fighter 
flying  instructors  on  courses 
organised  by  Anthony  Hutton 
of  The  Squadron  at  North 
Weald,  Essex,  where  the 
Aerostars  are  also  based. 
“They  don’t  come  any  better 


than  these  RAF  pilots,”  says 
Mark.  “We  have  even  had  a 
Red  Arrows  pilot  training  us." 

Having  low  total  hours  is 
not  a problem  for  aerobatic 
pilots,  he  insists:  "Most  people 
with  300  hours  will  have  been 
sitting  quietly  flying  between 
one  cup  of  tea  and  the  next,  brut 
our  team  members  with  PPLs 
have  spent  most  of  their  time 
in  formation  aerobatics,  much 
of  it  at  the  controls  of  a Yak." 

Gene  sums  up  what  makes 
a first-class  aerobatic  pilot: 


“Discipline  and  consistency  in 
flying  and  the  ability  to  com- 
plete the  same  prerise  routine 
time  and  time  again." 

Before  forming  fee  Aero- 
stars. the  five  pilots  competed 
against  one  another  in  air 
races  but  decided  they  wanted 
something  more  challenging. 
Did  they  all  fly  smoothly  when 
they  starred  work  on  their 
display  last  winter?  There  is  a 
great  guffaw  of  laughter. 
There  was  a steep  learning 
curve!"  admits  Jeff.  But  they 


all  have  great  confidence  in 
each  other. 

With  day  jobs  and  families, 
finding  time  to  practise  is 
always  a problem.  “We’ll  nev- 
er rival  the  Red  Arrows."  says 
Mark.  “We  compromise  be- 
tween what  looks  impressive 
and  what  is  achievable  wife  a 
limited  amount  of  practice. 
This  sort  of  flying  is  very 
satisfying." 

Next  year,  the  five  Aerostars 
plan  to  become  seven,  with  the 
addition  of  two  very  experi- 


enced amateur  pilots,  Mark 
Jefferies,  a former  British 
aerobatic  champion,  and  Rich- 
ard “Fred"  Bassett.  They,  toa 
will  join  fee  soft-shoe  shuffle 
rehearsals  before  every  forma- 
tion flight  The  “dance"  rou- 
tine may  look  zany  but  it  is  a 
major  dement  of  safe  preci- 
sion flying.  Andy  Hammond 
sums  up  the  point  of  it  all  as  he 
prepares  to  step  out  towards 
the  douds:  “Rule  One:  Do  not 
crash.  Rule  Two:  Always  obey 
Rule  One!” 


JSra  PHOTOGRAPHIC 
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Build  your  own 
plane  in  safety 

Deaths  such  ais  John  Denver’s  are  rare 
accidents,  reports  Eve^AnnPrentice 


Speculation  about  fee  air. 
crash  which  killed.;  John, 
Denver  has  focused  attere- 
1 tion/on  fee  safety  erf  home-made 
..affcraftsucfi  as  fee  oneihe 'ringer 
■ was  flying  >vhen  he  nosedived  into 
.CaS&mia’X  Mooter^  Bay.  : 

- < lie  futuristic,  Y-shaped  Long^. 
•.  ^^wasanufffnarkeiversuHiofthe 

:■  of  plane,  put  together  by 
■ Itpoosands  of  enthusiasts  in  back- 
: iyppBrds  arul  garages.  ..  . 

- Cosing  tram  as  fiftie  as  £3,000, 

' home-boflt  aircraft  are  an  increas- 

fPJoBb''  popular  option  for  people 
t.Vmo  no  longer  see  Hying  as  fee 
F pnsserwj  of  fee  super^riefa.  There 
rw  around  JJZ0O  home-built 
lx  wneslficesised  .to-  fly’  iri  Ous 


country  and  around  170  British 
models  to  choose  from.  Across  fee 
.-world  there  -about  500  types  of 
. hom&made  plane  and  one  of  fee 
most  pqjtdar  is  the  British-de- 
- isigned  Europa.- costing  £45X00- 
"£50000..--  - 

j The- quickest-  kits  can  take 
about  three  months  — if  you  are  - 
V nor  working."  says  Anthony  Pres-, 
ton  of  fee  Pbpolar  Flying  Associ- 
ation.' the  organisation  which 
inspects  hbrne-bailr  aircraft  on 
behalf  of  lhe  -Crvfl  Aviati'cin  Au- 
thority. to  which  roost  home-build  . 
: pilots  belong^.  ^Against  feat,  fens? 
fo  fiveyearaistypacal  and  some  of." 
than  are  a labour  of  Jove  which, 
goes  ori  for 2Dyears  or  more."  ; . 


Kai  Christensen’s  Opus  3.  based  on  Bert  Rutan’S  Long-EZ  design,  left  and  the  latest  model  from  the  British-designed  Euro  pa 


' Michael  F&pp.  director  of  the 
RAF-  Museum  at  Hendon,  has 
beehl  making  his. own  Lance  Air 
■ aeroplane  for  the  past  six  years: 
“The  Wrighr  brofeere  built  fear 
own  aeroplane,  so  I feel  1 am  in 
. good  company.  People  who- build 
fear  own  aircraft  are  fee  opposite 
to  wfratmost  people  think,  we  arcs 
veiy  mrifculous.  " - . 

CJf  the  home-built  aircraft  flying 


in  Britain.  18  are  LongrEZs  and 
none,  lias  been'  involved  in  a 


serious  accident.  More  than  22,000 
home-built  planes  are  registered 
wife  the  Faa  in  America,  indud- 
ing  around  1,000  Long-EZs. 

Although  it  is  passible  to  buy  a 
kit  or  pitots  and  materials  for  a 
home-made  plane  for  as  little  as 
£3,000,  they  generally  cost 
£10,000-£151000  and  can  be  as 
much  as  E50JXXX  stiff  generally 
cheaper  titan  factory-built  light 
planes  such  as  Cessnas  and  Pipers. 
There  are  nearly  twice  as  many 


home-built  aircraft  flying  in  Amer- 
ica than  There  were  a decade  ago, 
and  fee  number  of  hame-buifts  in 
Britain  has  increased  by  a third 
every  year  since  1991.  says  the  PFA. 

The  Long-EZ.  regarded  as  one  of 
the  safest  and  most  successful  of 
fee  home-made  planes,  was  de- 
signed in  1979  by  Burt  Rutan. 
Dower'S  was  bufff  in  Houston, 
Texas  in  I9S7  and  had  changed 
hands  four  times  before  fee  singer 
bought  it  from  Van  Snow,  a 


veterinary  surgeon.  Mr  Snow, 
who  sold  fee  aircraft  for  $56,000 
(£35,000),  bad  flown  it  for  700 
hours  without  incident. 

Long-EZs  are  made  from  plans 
and  templates  which  are  no  longer 
for  sale,  although  versions  of  the 
aircraft  are  sfel  being  buflt  by 
enthusiasts  using  existing  plans. 
Like  other  home-built  aircraft 
they  undergo  rigorous  tests  at  leasT 
twice  during  construction  before 
being  allowed  to  fly.  Jn  Britain, 


checks  are  carried  out  by  one  of  the 
PFA’s  320  inspectors  or  the  CAA 
itself. 

Statistics  indicate  that  flying  is 
becoming  safer.  In  America,  there 
are  half  the  number  of  accidents 
involving  non-airline  planes  than 
there  were  10  years  ago.  "There  are 
622.000  pilots  active  now  in  the 
US,"  says  Drew  Stekete  of  fee 
International  Aircraft  Owners  and 
Pilots'  Association.  “Of  all  acci- 
dents, including  fender  holders, 
there  were  9257  in  1947  compared 
wife  about  1.S00  last  year." 

In  Britain,  fee  CAA  says,  an 
average  of  14  people  have  been 
killed  annually  in  light  aircraft 
crashes  in  the  past  10  years.  Since 
1987, 65  people  have  been  killed  in 
airliners  and  other  public  trans- 
port aircraft. 

But  flying  is  still  by  far  fee  safest 
way  to  travel  — the  risk  of  being 
killed  as  an  airline  passenger  is 
one  in  ten  million,  the  same  as  fee 
chance  of  being  killed  by  lightning. 
From  fee  mid- J 980s  to  fee  mid- 
1990s,  more  than  21,000  people 
were  killed  in  car  crashes  in  I 
Britain,  compared  wife  103  who 
died  in  UK  airline  accidents.  j 
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BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


We  now  sell  Approved  Used  BMWs  over  5 years  old.  Another  bright  Idea.  BMW  has  Just  extend© 
Approved  Used  Car  programme.  The  package  includes  a comprehensive  vehicle  check,  a tailored 


6-month  warranty  and  6 months’  membership  of  BMW’s  Emergency 
Service.  Call  your  local  dealer  and  he’ll  shed  more  light.  Brilliant. 


For  more  Information  contact 0800  325600,  wwwbmuwauk  or  your  local  dealer: 


Approved  Used  Cars 


Cotswold 


97P  8401 A Spt  Oriart  Blue,  Sport C49.WS 

95N  840  CtA  AirK  Grey,  Bolted  X -Spokes.  32K E4QA9S 

B6N  740IL  Cosmos  Black.  Board  Monitor.  3iK £43,985 

B5N  7401  Cosmos  Black,  C/Seats.  M/Spokas,  56K £37,995 

93L  7401  Calypso  Rod.  A/C,  PDC,  ASC.  fr»X £19.995 

97P  7351 A Starling  Srfvw.  X Spoke  Alloys £38J95 

95N  5301  A Petrol  Mica,  Afloys.  Air  Con,  LeaWer,  44K — J23.48S 

93L  5301  A Tour  Blade.  A/C,  S/Sts,  31 K £21,495 

94Rf  5301  Maldives,  Aloys.  Air  Con.  Leather.  48K Z19.4S5 

94L  525)  ASE  Tour  Calypso  Hed,  Aloys.  F/Ughts,  47K  .£17,495 

9SS  523)  ASE  Aspen  Silver,  Alloys,  A/C,  E3R,  20K £25,995 

S7P  5201 SE  Tow  Canyon  Rod,  Allays.  A/C.  Lthr.  8K  — £28.996 
B4L  5201  ASE  Tbur  Orient  Blue.  Alloys.  Air.  E/Sts.  49K  XI  5.995 

BOP  M3  Cam  Boston  Green.  B/Soets.  A/C.  8K £41.995 

96N  M3  Evo  Boston  Green.  Auto  Au  Can.  Uhr,  19K C38JB95 

95N  3281  Corn  Montreal  Bhje.  Lthr.  Azov  ABoys.  18K — £31,995 
96N  328)  A Tour  Cosmos  Black.  D/Spohes,  ESR.  20K  _£24,B95 
95N  3281  Coup*  Bright  Red.  ESR.  FVSpofces.  Ltv.  26K  JE23^9S 

9BP  3181  Conv  Boston  Green.  AvCotl17K £24,995 

94M  319  Conv  Daft  Sloe,  E/Hood.  F/CoL  A/toys.  53K  — £18.985 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tewkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone:  01242  578838 


Open  7 days  a week  Sunday  10.00am  - 4.00pm 


Stephen  James 
Clock  Parade,  London  Road  [ 

Enfield  EN2  6JG  V ' 
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i Send  Gviph,  Com!  Sis,  'A 
<S  BoiijO.  Com!  Sir...  17K  ..... 
EM:k'U!-.r.  Full  Spec.  31K 


7K  CS.93i 

H-'Spec,  7K  ..EPO 


' Lllir.  Spi: 
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537.  A95 

CC-.395. 

F39.SS5 

TK  C33.P95 
:....  SPOA 

:y  Clcili.  Spot.o  Style.  &K  .923, 
!iruci‘e.  fall  Spec.  53K  .. ..£24.435 
C'.v  Auto  A-C.  SptiKCS.  7K..C37  436 
V. cl-; -3 icy  Llhr.  37K  ...£23.465 

' 3 Scnoa  Com  end:.  14  i 1 Sct.L’s  Coupe:,. 

Series  s.Voc.is,  i0  ' 5 Sc-iios  incl  5 * Now  Slop-?, 

S x 7 Sanes.  2 i 3 Sonc-s 


Pfoase  caff  for  a copy  of  our  fui!  stack  fist 

0181  367  2626  Mon-Sat 

0350  355350  Evenings  and  Sunday 


/=U— 


96P  B8  4J>  VS  40H  3 Saties 
54SeC5Q6Q.175«npe  WT  £39JD0 
37H  83  Squaring  SMcMrodc 

oerAtweSkR  zr  epoa 

OTP  B3  32  Touring  SuritEfatnn4c 
■Sb*»*W  10T«SS» 

95M  B3  3 JlCoapS 

EnsflertSpecr-uahetAi  2ST£35ja» 
SRI  83  3J  4t»  Swttuanmlc 
SuQeffl  Spec  tLsfflR.  Aft  SOT  £33,000 


B125J -7  Strict  387BHP 
&2  sec  to  Etapd  - ITStffph 
8104J-5SerfB3dlBHP 
55  sects  SSn^n-iTOtoph 
Sawn*  Wig 
8332— 1 Serin  2SI8HP 
59  sec  O ffirqjh  - 162-Wipll 
Cootie  SDoon.  Conror  touring 

All  mooes  asttrie  wth  Mcttonc 


5 speed  aco  emoting  hsiffly  to  Fi 
snfa  steenv  wheel  oeiriange 


Tel  Mc»  GtaHey  9115  924 1234 
75153  Ml  gjHpa  0310  395725 


86M  8400  A Good  Spec 
81W  Ml  Very  Specs!  CBr 
96U  7S0L  A Compien  Spec 
9411  7603.  A Stunting 


tm 


sgse 


mm 

pi*  ’ JiV  I - 


ir^ii  r» 


01159241144 


X32nr± 


86NBMW840CiAUrDCowo«1Xboto1MT 

65  M BMW  MOQ  AUTO QrfuwUPtod— rt.  T7T £38£» 

KP  BMW  7»  AUTO  Com* H«a  wad,  Iff 

94UWRCH)eSSU0O8fciefflhcii*vipnlZ7T_£44F^ 

S8H5BH»»aa»ftnn«^»taB«M«l  HTgWBB 
MM  MBKEDESE&ONfTO  «*  WtKflB 


01706  717700  Howarth 


L&C  ' 


m>  7501  VJKfih  Spec  J»w as 

B7P  yanatoocnv nun 

B7P  739  Hti  Wf  Spec X«Z9SE 

ew  TMAMdvoniACffiMaeAes 
07P  72BI  Choice  el  tom  A/C  E3UB 


01892  548877 

24  HRS  0410  650965 


Cooper  Reading  fV 


735i  Auto 

7401  Auto  ’ 

9ffl»  Asoot/B&ge, 

99M 

Auto  A/C, 

Cress  Spoke 

TV. 

Alloys, 

8,000  mis 

26.000  mis 

£36,995 

£27,995 

^4 

Tel:  0118  950  0100  or  0468  273437 


Bates  of  Maldon© 

Have  a choice  of  the  following  BMW  cars 
97(P)  728*  Auto  Oxford  Green,  Sand  Beige .Uhr, 

ESR  le.OOOmb- 534,995 

96{P)  735f  Auto  Calypeo  Fled,  Black  Lthr, 

lO.OOOmlS ^ — — £37^96 

96<P)  M3  Evolution  Convertible  Estoril  Blue,  •.  • 

Light  Grey  Uhr,  Power  Hood.  7,500mls-JM3£00 
96{P)  S40i  Arctic  SBver.  Black  Uhr.  Alpha  BodyWt 

17*  Alpha  ABoys.  lO.QOOmte £43£95 


upan  Su  r.czy 


(01621)  855161 


Cooper 


tai32SMDMrmn — tsr 

B7f  3231S7S/SO ITT 

UP  329SEA/G HOT 

m rauCpaESR 1ST 

B7P  3231  ASE  AC.  Ltv — Jff 
87F  3ZSM  Cow  Ufr,  AC.  -fff 
■AH  339  Bom  S/SIB.  Uhr  2BT 
UP  32flATbor/UC 7T 


in  the  City 

0171  377  8811 
Sun  0370  554081 


Thames  Ditton 

0181  393  1111 
Sun  0836  52401S 


ir.  * C n'r'n.' 


Q Lancaster 


Ferrari  355  Spider 
96N  6,000  miles, 
Rosso/Crema,  1 Owner, 

FSK . . . £104,955 


01734  345555 

After  Hour*;  0G56  274J97 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


HBRRAR1 

F§0 

Rosso  Corsa 
Red  and  Mack 
Interior 
June  1997 
2000  km 
SERIOUS 
OFFERS  ONLY 
0171  235  8153 


TEL:  (0800)  07  33  123 


Simply 
The  Best 
Deals! 

LOOK  AT  THESE!!! 


sintfis’ivur  i-yf.ii  rent  tnauivtr.it;",  c\  -sisi r.vnvc-  £0:.(crs. 
r til  CQ'in-i-.a_t«PUiw  LL.-.3U.G  srccr.uun 


ACCCESSORIES 


TOP  PRICES  PAID 

Um,:  ] , for  u xi  Rv  wristwotches  ff 


\Vc  urgently  need  to  buy 

• ROLEX  • PATEK  PHILIPPE  • CARTIER 

AUDEMARS  ■ PLAGET  - BREGUET  - VACHERON 

• JAEGER  (REVXR50)  • BREITLING  * BULGARI 


Phone  now.  call  in  personally  or  send  jour  wrisiwaich 
b>  registered  mail.  Payment  bv  return. 

‘Oir  reputation  is  vow  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction' 


._***'■ 

OPEN  MOHOAL  — 1 
■ TO  FRIDAT 
!i0iCAH-3.ISPM 
.j  | HOW  OPEN  | 

0836  726260  L..SA.,H?.c*',i_. ' 
nosn  S 1 l-ll-l  l .\NTSOI  15  C'r.STKi.  :24  NFW  [>,OM>  >!.  !.( VV1 V " U 


0171491 1362 


VW  Polo  1.4L  Auto  5dr  H/B £19650 

Renault  Megaue  \A  RN  5dr  H/B  £22031 

Renault  Laguna  1.8  RT  Aircoa  S/Rf  5dr  H/B  £265,62 

Peugeot  306  1.&  GLX  s/rf  5dr  H/B  £27130 

Rad  Moodeo  2.0  LX  5dr  H/B  £292,09 

Toyota  Picnic  2.0  GS  5dr  Est £29&86 

Nissan  Primera  1.6  16V  Si  A/C  5dr  H/B  £299.29 

VW  Passat  SE  A/C  4dr £307^5 

Rover  61  Bi £310.11 

Vauxball  Vectra  2J3  SRi  16V  5dr  H/B  —£320.42 

Honda  CR-V  2.0  LS  Auto  5dr  Est £32A07 

Volvo  540  l.fl  4dr £336^1 

Rover  420  Sfi  A/C  5dr  H/B £342.77 

Saab  9-5  3.0  V6t  SE  4dr £58232 

Jaguar  XJ8  33  4dr  sal £716.19 

36  MONTHS,  GQJiOO  MILES  WITH  FULL 
MAINTENANCE  - PA Y PLAN  J *■  33 
EVERY  MAKE  AND  MODEL  SUPPLIED 

FREE  NATIONAL  DELIVERY! 

FREE  ACCIDENT  HELP  LINE 
SALE  & LEASEBACK  SPECIALISTS 

Aatom  Vmrs  Onty:  rubjrcs  to  rttfu 


AWARDED  BEST 


Carcoon 


STORAGE  SYSTEMS  LIMITED 


It’s  a FACT,  if  you  do  not  protect  your  car  when  not  in  use,  it  can  deteriorate  faster  than  if  it 
were  driven  every  day. 


How  many  times  have  you  returned  to  your  classic  after  only  a few  weeks  to  find  it’s  not  quite 
the  same  car  you  remember?  - Maybe  it  won't  start,  or  the  exhaust  sounds  noisy,  the  brakes 
squeal  or  worse  still,  your  breaks  have  seized. 

THE  CULPRIT  IS  CONDENSATION 


Just  think  what  this  condensation  is  doing  to  parts  of  the  car  you  cannot  see. 


How  much  damage  is  caused  by  condensation  inside  panels  and  cavities  ia  obvious  to  the 
professional  or  the  enthusiast  who  has  spent  time  restoring  these  rusty  ears,  but  of  course,  by 
the  time  yon  can  see  signs  of  damage,  it's  already  too  late. 

Have  you  ever  noticed  that  stale  smell  from  the  interior  of  your  car?  Cotton,  wool,  leather  and 
wood  will  all  rot  within  a very  short  time  if  you  allow  them  to  gut  wet  and  that  smell  is  telling 
you  that  your  interior  is  wet. 


THE  ANSWER.  Isolate  the  vehicle  from  it’s  surrounding  environment  (Le  put  it  in  a Carcoon} 
and  already  you  have  started  to  protect  it  from  sudden  changes  in  air  temperature  (the  root  of 
condensation).  The  air  temperature  inside  the  Carcoon  is  now  kept  much  closer  to  that  of  the 
enclosed  vehicle  and  a finp  balance  of  the  change  in  temperature  is  achieved  by  slowly  changing 
the  air  inside  the  Carcoon  approximately  once  every  20  minutes.  This  constant  flow  of  freshly 
filtered  air  passing  over  end  through  the  vehicle  wfll  collect  moisture  from  inside  the  Carcoon 
(if  the  vehicle  is  wet}  and  expel!  it  via  the  Cartoon's  ventilating  system,  thus  keeping  the 
enclosed,  vehicle  protected,  fresh  and  dry! 

You  can  no  longer  ignore  the  FACTS 


Carcoon 


NEW  OUTDOOR 
UNIT  NOW 
AVAILABLE 


For  dealer  or  farther  information  on  Carcoon,  please  telephone 
Joanne  Arnold  on  0161 737  0690  or  alternatively,  fas  0161 737  7400 
Easy  to  remember  phone  07000  4 AIRFLOW 

Carcoon  ia  the  registered  trademark  of  Carcoon  Storage  Systems  Ltd. 
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SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25  1997 


Here's  a fairly  quiet-looking  stretch  of  road:  Well  no,  I can’t  actually  see  round  that  comer  or  over  that  hedge,  but  I daresay  nobody's  there . . . 


RECLAIM  OUR 

Rural  Roads 


This  week's  call  by  Richard 
Simmonds.  chairman  of 
the  Couimyside  Commis- 
sion, for  rural  areas  to  be 
saved  from  “the  tyranny  of  the  car” 
is  a curious  dish,  containing 
elements  of  pie  in  the  sky  as  well 
some  mare  palatable  morsels. 

Unfortunately,  the  core  issues 
raised  have  been  somewhat  over- 
shadowed because  much  of  the 
media  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  call  by  the  Commission  to  have 
fines,  road  taxes  and  other  driving- 
related  revenue  paid  into  a sepa- 
rate fund  which  would  then  be 
used  to  pay  for  managing  traffic 
and  enforcing  speed  limits. 

Dream  on.  Tins  Government  — 
and  all  other  governments  — 
regard  the  motorist  as  a bottom- 
less pit  of  riches.  Bill  Gales  on 
wheels,  whose  hard-earned  cash- 
can  be  tipped  into  the  vast  Trea- 


Peter 

Barnard 


sury  vats  to  be  stirred  around  and 
expelled  ffum  the  other  end  in  the 
form  of  cash. to  fund  a wasteful 
public  sector. 

The  Commission  is  absolutely 
right  to  say  fhar  having  speed 
cameras  paid  for  by  local  authori- 
ties. enforcement  carried  but  by 


police  authorities  and  the  benefits 
reaped  by  the Treasury  is  a farcical 
situation.  But  the  behaviour  of 
those  who  rule  the  land  has  always 
been  farcical:  that  is  why  they  are 
in  Whitehall.  All  they  lari  is  a spin 
doctor  called  Brian  Rix. 

There  is  certainly  much  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  Simmonds ’s 
argument  that  speeding  needs  to 
be  restricted  on  rural  roads.  1 am 
doubtful  about  his  call  for  some  of 
these  roads  to  be  declared  car-free 
zones,  because  that  is  bound  to 
cause  severe  problems  for  some 
car  owners.  If,  however,  Sim- 
monds  means  that  more  residen- 
tial areas  should  be  declared 
“access  only",  that  is  a sensible 
step  and  one  that  local  authorities 
ought  to  be  pursuing  with  vigour. 

1 expect  readers  who  live  in  dries 
will  be  surprised  to  hear  Sim- 
monds say  that  “in  most  country 


roads  and  lanes,  it  is  no  longer  safe 
to  walk,  cycle,  push  a pram  or  ride 
a horse  . . . drivers  assume  that,  if 
someone  is  in  the  road  round  the 
comer  and  an  accident  occurs ...  it 
will  be  the  non -motorist's  problem 
for  being  there”. 

This  is  undoubtedly  true  and 
partly  explains  why  I have  long 
advocated  a specific  speed  limit  for 


rural  roads.  I suggested  35mph, 
but  even  that  could  be  problemati- 
cal when  you  consider  another  of 
Simmonds ‘s  points,  that  “there  is 
still  an  assumption,  a presump- 
tion, that  you  do  not  usually  get 
caught  for  speeding  and  it  is  quite 
safe  to  cruise  along  at  10  per  cent  or 
more  above  the  limit”. 

The  cumulative  effect  of  all  this 


is  that  allowing  small  children  to 
cycle  along  country  lanes  is  simply 
not  an  option  any  more:  urban 
environments  are  nearly  always 
safer,  because  they  have  pave- 
ments. My  youngest  daughter  is 
now  aged  nine,  but  she  has  limita- 
tions placed  on  her  cycling  because 
of  the  limited  but  significant 
number  of  drivers  who  treat 


country  lanes  as  if  they  were  one- 
way freeways. 

The  situation  is  not  helped  by 
some  motoring  journalists,  fond  of 
euphemisms  but  careless  as  ro 
what  they  imply.  Road  tests  often 
contain  die  phrase  “press-on  mo- 
toring’*. which  has  a sporty,  even 
racy.  edge.  Whar  it  really  describes 
is  the  car’s  suitability  (or  not)  for 
travelling  cross-country  routes  at 
speeds  that  are,  shall  we  say,  close 
to  the  limits  of  safety. 

We  all  do  it,  certainly  most  men. 
We  care  for  our  families  and  wish 
to  protect  children,  ours  and  other 
people's,  but  here  is  a fairly  quiet- 
looking stretch  of  country  road, 
well  no.  I can’t  actually  see  round 
that  comer  or  over  that  hedge,  but 
I daresay  nobody’s  there . . . 

This  attitude  marks  the  road  to 
hell  and,  yes,  it  is  paved  with  good 
intentions.  The  issue  is  a lot  easier 
to  define  than  resolve.  There  is  no 
chance  of  littering  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  country  miles  with 
speed  cameras,  but  their  appear- 
ance on  most  urban  roads  has 
tempted  more  speed  merchants  off 
the  beaten  trade,  thus  increasing 
the  risks  in  the  countryside. 

A country  walk  may  still  sound 
an  idyllic  pursuit,  but  is  best  taken 
by  people  with  steady  nerves  and 
eyes  in  the  backs  of  their  heads. 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 
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nuiEteMrtws_Dm  bm* 
aiuwitb tzmote* 

tsssstssf-1 

mm  otaWiHlaitekum 
tbaktegfinitiihnwaptiik 


530^5_s00_ 


JDEEP 


rUUNIUIA  ipon  B,  ipMW  M- 
Oon,  MiP,  nay  auxa xonriai 
tnzMW  mdar  xw.  m^oo. 
Tori? 1787  377414/  374448. 

MWHD  OmtoKm  Ltd  40  ADM. 

MU,  ib^  dmv  aiMAtod  Ida 

JB8.  CL/Ahn,  not  Lamp  Bn; 

CD;  BC.  1 own.  InrmxrnlBf. 

cacpsa  oi8i  gag  pmo. 


JEEP 


CHEROKEE 

4D  Ltd  SE  Anto.  96N, 
black/lthr,  wnty,  EJSH, 
30k.  CD,  Immob.  a/c. 
Iramac.  £17^50. 

0370  960213  or 
.01702  75716 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


LAND 

Grosser  4.5  VXP  Ante 
96N.  Metallic  blue,  grey 
leather,  1 lady  owner. 
31k  mis.  FTSH.  Superb 
motoring.  Best  Offer 
over  £25,000  Private 
sale. 

Tri:  01858  525218  Lacs 


RANGE  ROVER 

4.0  SE.  Am 
I99SOO 

F^wii  pan  wid  Un  Icafacx 
1 plnBnnn; 

Only  17^00  ndet. 

PhD  Servian  Ifimry. 

EKA99S. 

Cbppafidd  Gjngc 
OJ 923-263030 


TOYOTA 

COLORADO 

97  -R’  OEX  TD  Amo  5 A. 
Britiah  Raring  Green.  7 mu. 
CD.  ancon,  under  100  antes, 
nusw  swing 
£25^95 

01992  587777/ 
0802  657565 1 


JEEP  AUTHORISED 


M E R I D I E N 


MAJESTIC 


Alviyi  50  cars  In  itack 

Bournemouth 

01202  525111 


Brand 
spanking 
used  Jeeps. 

6 USED  GRAND 
CHEROKEE 
22  USED  CHEROKEE 
5 USED  WRANGLER 
6 USED  VOYAGER 
5 USED  NEON 
Stock  Constantly  Updated 
Fa»£:;.k  taci!:'!y  or,  request 

o jeep  j 9":i5:>, 


HADM-IGIl 
CA  RPOliT 
.ui-ai'.  <in  Soa. 
01702  522227 

CPcII  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


LAND  ROVER 


DtSCOVHCV  TDI  IBS.  mamal,  MU, 


. T«h  01930  486323 


...  dM  <33.  £23^60. 01378 

481374  or  01690  641079. 


LAND  ROVER 


Land  Rover  DISCOVERY 


big  savings  on  choice  of  15  used  Discomys 

SAVE  . 
” *2.500  A 


a 12  months  RAC  warraity 
* keen  finance  rates 

■ part  exchange  welcome 

■ lufiy  serviced 

■ open  7 days 


TW  White 
& Sons 


Effingham 
Surrey 
(J10  M25) 

01372  450707 


SAVE 

£7,000 Discovery  VSiS 
Auto  5-Dr, 

Dec  96P,  7000miles, 
met  black,  as  new. 
£19395. 

01709  370745.T 


RANGE  ROVER 


4 a VOGUE  UE  asm 
41,000  Bto,  ran. 
IM  E17jD0a  01361 


90S  lugt  Bomr  39  Vogn  SE 
HibobiIi  Bl nigm  tankn,  X 
B—w  ftasa  f 64800  m!lss 
with  teglto  *1  pna-  cOfta.1. 
01384  37EBP7  1 04103756 07 
/ Intar  01399  35Q435.T 


LANDROVER 

DISCOVERY 

Fartastfc  Savings  on  naw  TDiS 
& ES  modais.  Manual  or 
Autcuefc.  AIwHhDefivaiy 
Rdaagn  TDiS  losdod  nitti 


Rangn  Rom  also  supfdad 

01703470208/ 
Fax  47 17  07 

. Dusinrsn  Leaafng  AvrfatJB 
| PsrtExchanooWalaOTW 


96M  42.  SB  WhlMte«T  laMJM^ 
KB.  77 JUOO  nim  nctllnl 
cowUxlan,  £20^99.  WX  flmac* 
and  ■iinputy  Tall 

01664  703934  (WtW  MMt)  T 


RANGE  ROVER 


40  SE  Haw  -i-r*  Atom  96.  Gn> 
28h  ml.  a /t  CEL  nuns 
06000.  OBM  8112 11. 


39fc  wlav  nte.  Dae  9SR.  1 own 
09JB88-  01896  870667 


48  BSE  Ama.  9SN.  res.  30k.  SU 

wrrr  anr  cloth.  IB-iDavl  m 

pack.  EMX995l  0602  933193 1 


48  BBS.  95M. 
33000  mOa 
£322)00.  oi: 


/ oronlie 
/ an 
T 


48  BSE  9SN.  H|»anicftiaitilTa  hhr 
air  coad.  363k  fSH.  0199S. 
Cairtnatom.  0121  623  1971 


43  LSE  Anto.  93K.  bawac.  blad 
with  tan  Mda.  63k  nil*,  a 
ChalxwwnW  Oaaffaar  or  will 
draw  baD  ter.  (poo.  picnic 
nMw.  Saar  air  mb.  ate  «c 
£165*50  0114  262  0062. 


48  -96  P.  162>00  min.  VSH 

wmann,  Amlan  (WOm 
lew  EMHH.  01889  270668 


MM  BSE  28k  HA  Bissary.  1 VS 
wmfty.  2 urn  Anaolnta  buyilsi 
£26050.  01372  464333  T 


HH  u wa  U— i*-  fcw*  with 
gold  crasUtna,  Ion  spac 
Ukr 


ME  Ban  96P,  Kksja,  Saddla  hhr 
MS,  ESS.  1«E  I on.  ox  coad 
£32^95  01233  7SB154  T 


USE  97  Oxford  Edna/  pudmau 
Mm  Connally  lzExx/  lacdov71 
PSH  £34260.  01344  B73313 


4B  USE  Fab  V7.  Mar  CbcfonV 
talgkintaclor,  mOtjal  alda  nm- 
nam.  totally  nimia»*atl 
£39>96  No  ufio.  (W)  01892 
526318  Cm  01444  412670 


42  LSE  *93  L.  2WK  mis.  warranty, 
ran.  mn  LSE  n 
£19^50.  0181  81' 


4.6  HSE 

Anto.  M rcj.  Befall  Blacfc  / 
Gtry  Lc-alirr.  1 Lady  Owner. 
39jOOOkGks.F5B.  ir'AUaya. 
Side  Step*.  Lmip  Gmnfc. 
£27.950.  PX  Coasdcmd 

0161  4564122/ 
0385  111031 
Hkflwd  Garay.  CtoMre. 


muaae  Wuam  sjibe  ntmuatic 

96  V BtaxxliB  Una  rnamUte 
gmnlta  gray  lante,  alac.  n» 
roof.  cuwmisUii  cUsiata  coo- 
tzoL  alamir  maima  | a ax  lx. 
cralaa  connol,  1 owner  27,000 
■wOaa  Fan  BS3B.  Snlanca  2nd 

^SoMSTteatemldU  0121 

70S  7846AM3A  505060. 


TOM  HARTLEY  pays  dm  barn 
ndca  for  B/Borar  A all  4WD  90- 
97.  A conacm.  01283  762762 


VOGUE  38  ER  199%  Tkocadara 
tod.  ante  a/w,  mot.  CX. 
■him.  68k  mis.  £11800. 
0001204  701228/00709671. 


FOUR  WHKKI. 
DRIVE  WANTED 


IMS  1996  Itap  ptacaa  paid  far  nil 
low  mlteina  dad's.  Hols  Valley 
Motor  Qtonp  01372  749090. 


MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


www.lancasterplc.com 

The  largest  retailer  of  Mercedes-Benz  in  the  U.K. 


USED  CARS 


USED  CAES 


USED  CAES 


KM 


9JP 


WHABAteteaWteWLatoi 

Clad  Es|rt  Uau  Mito.  bka.  an,  rk 

CM  tegMM  Ate  Azndn,  fro  qxtor 


CMO  Dsgancc  AteAkwndnE.  grayifc.. . . 
CW»  MU  Ante.  Uoail*,ab.: 
can  Sport  Bsn-ttta,  dun.*  .......... 


C2DBT 

nan 

C230KO8  Sport  Ate  Star  fatten...... 

CaOBtg  Ate  Qua  Itefc  gqrdMfa.afc:  ■ . 
C3B0  Bigte*  Ate  Anito,  gray,  ate  OT-... 

eanTSBOta  BMAiMm  daft  ta.  Mr. 

EBD  Ate  AMMMki  ttaAMick  dah.  dc . . . 

E20QT 


ITBha  bhcklGJiy  hkfe.  ODOdip*  . . . . . . 

)Q^aoe»Gr«iW  m»3*.ate  ± 

— ite.as.ele; 

hMsec...,'., 

itadkibeiis ... 


L-.46TBWH 

i.45TOSA»5 

L.aOTEtWK 

Ltttctww 

l.16T£2MH 
L.a9TJ2IJ#S 
...sr  C2SH6 

..12TOBJK 
..KTEza/HS 
.-.UTOMK 
..14TE2M85 
..27T  £22885 
L.4BTS2V6E 

L..8TE2BJM6 

:.46T£228B5 
L.21T  E26H6 

...rraw^as 
|.G3T£173« 
l.20T£2>HG 
L.T1TS2MBS 
L38TE22JS5 
..3ffT£2VB5 
..T8TE2MS6 
...STE3VB5 
..18TE52JK5 
L. 1ST £82^96 
,^7T  £52^95 
I..86TCS1J66 
...CTH4JB5 
...7TEH385 
..42TH2JH| 


KH  CUB  CtacMc  Ate  Imp  wd,"«*  <**■•“.*  .1TTC173K 
KM  ■ CUOBagAteAaaflBdDtLntoe  2ZTEMHS 

8SH  ' CMOBiq Ate Aknandba. dote. Hh, mat: '....UT OHMS 
Iff  CM SpartAteGmo fated; teye, ta,ed  ....7T£23J9S 
KM  CSDOSag  Ate ■Wsaatea. anshekih, dhi  ..ABT CH« 
9SM  C2»^90rtAte’Bxrnt*ia,ctaELlBLhft*j*>g23rE22^G 
I7P  C2H  Big  Ate  GmnEtack.nsiid2h  .......  2T  £21*95 

S7P  E200  Bag  Ate  SktedoBi.  sfeid ...8T£2S^S 

HP  E230  Bag  Auto  Aaala  air  mn.O'WCr .WT  £29^85 

HP  SMBaflAteSli mc.tn9Mm.9Ked  ....EXnQ#& 

S Bia  S Ate  attack, 

HP  E230Est  HUBAntaGoit*.  0-<«Ia*.m)Sk:  . .mOS&S 
SIP  BMEat BpjAte^toate. hkh. Mean. rt» 

SIP  E300DEMM1MOAlM.hkte.iten.ifa>  .....utovh 

;b8ek hide. iQLltenECd. 8)1, Bi  ...WT £57^95 
.te.Dfc.Bh  ....SOTOUB 
i hide, res. an. te  ... .15T £89^85 
SLMQitetaKfchkte.irAlfatftUt.Gi  - AT £7*995 
SMSte fate hktees; ate. not). Hte eft *w  ..JTE32^K 
, msh  Mda.  atoy*.  raud: ■. . . .«T 


C1H 1—  AlIK MM,*> COP. SB  ■■■ 

CtMCiattfc:  Estate  Anto  Ak  con 

C2NKaofifttsorGoodtpec 

C25SDCbsidc  Mel  auto,  Ug,  itBi,  rfeJ  .. 
C230  Bag  A Mai  hide,  cftspoOs;  States 
E200  Ate  Mel  bsl  wtf,  iM.  itv.  m x 4 . . 
E200  Ate  Mat  ear,  moo*,  rtr,  2xte  ataw 

BOO  Began*  take  Mel  

E220  Ate  Matte  terra  


IMeLHOtcAteBicaoHe 

I Cm*»  Mm.  Hdt  eta.  ir  AUG.  eb 

lUKTepSpac  


..11TC23JSH 
. .ETBSJB5 
. . J5TE2SJB05 
..jETQS^K 
..  JTC3H9K 
.AZT  £17^95 

.aroaos 

..ITT  £27,095 
. 24T£M^Q5 
,.\8T  £20^95 
..^T£21JI 95 
..ttTESOJMS 
..5TOIJBK 
..1ST  zn&s 
34TS31395 
,3T  £87595 
.ier£3ftSB5 
.7704496 
J2T£38^» 
77T  £55^95 
JOT  £65^95 
.J5TE54j995 
.15T  £58^95 
.1ST  050^95 
S7TE3WH 
.8TCSS8S5 


AtetedtM  7OTE1739S 

Atemelsir.BfeF.cd 5T£2ft995 

nee  Ada  B hales.  M 31 T £19395 

DM  Ate  Ml  Ate 40T£2ftM> 

neeAteesLiM J6TE21J95 

Ktfakte  site  B boles,  cd .1OT  £37,995 

pineltate«eds.cd  ... .10TE30J9S 

Atemtetete JT£2tSK 

Ate  met  far.  bs;  iM -53T  £22^95 

at  Boys,  te  7 Mate,  (M  . . . . JOT  E1SJ95 

ea.Bds.rfs.ew.rfsl J7TE22J95 

rte.  ear,  e*i  At,  tax J3TE23J95 

asr.ee  . 83TE29J95 

1ST  £2BJ85 

net  at.  7tuta  cd  . . . JT  E3SJ95 

te.esLiM.alr 60TE22JSS 

m.  rte  hte  sport  fine.  U ...I9T £2&995 
we  oM.  WdB.  at,  mda.  ad  ..  JT  £38,995 

a Ate  oat  ate  At 10TE33J95 

to  met  hida.  ete  aiL  0 Ms.  At4OT  03^6 

hkterte -29TE2GJ95 

,bk telM,10W S«TI2ft9H 

SOQSLAntO mat, hite. Bit. 8 boiea, ns, of  .. J6TE42JK 
SLSBO  Auto  met  hate,  aiLrta.  8 hole,  sereo  .1OTQ2JK 

ind.hkte.ES.iM J1TEMJB5 

i met  hide,  bbc,  «s  JT£6B^S5 

meUate,  m.  ak.  da 5TE81J95 

alo md. tate. act, fl hole. iM  ..JOTDOJK 

> net  late  te  nftM 1TTE64J995 

nNLUte.Hteesr.Btafe8.ist  . J3TE37J95 


01473  232232 

HOURS  QA‘60  84SC:^  OPEN  SUNDAY 
I a n c o s-ie  rpl  c.c  om/i  p s Vr  ich  'm  ere  ode 


*?  Ions  Inpdt  V&  Httefaiw/ 
■m  tmalwr  3fiOO  wOm 

aayg 

2322*4  - 


fatSE  ■ mrn'cc  jour  rpaolfica- 
1 Una.  £6000  MCnrax  Hctt/Doc 
97  datary  date  01993  871374 
01608  730034  OA 


BJM  <97.9,  aamk  full  mkU 
min.  non  niw  at  £28000. 
01420  04601  /Qiaga  WBiaa 


ITHE«a#teTIMES| 

PRIVATE  ADVERTISERS 
OPEN  TODAY 
9mn-4pm 

; CALL  0171 4«1 4000 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


■MBOBOIH  -94L.6J  VB. 

dm  131472 


MDLMKi  U1H 

kimdiaDiflHHHM 

nut  fir  01643  414307. 


LEXUS 


LMOO  T its  Apr  92,  aOx«^  EWl 


, 01675  467454  CtOT 

01864  742910  gQ. 


YOU  HMD  IT.  waH  l«aaa  HJT  7«ca 


budiklH  VB,  tui*  mrto  and 

3 IKn  modais  mtw  art  mud. 

tomar  of  London  0181  203 
aSOOavvMtouiumulfanrfiao 

Brag  noagoa  0161  764  6881 

■fain  bn  97,  9k  mb,  1 Mflblv 

Ifladmcncr 


MAZDA 


MXB  Dakar  Ltd  adta.  97R 

mu,  imm  - ----  - -* 


MO  93K  Mot  Una.  34k  mb. 
- tun  Mr  com.  liter.  CC.  amall 


Jones 

> have  the 
largest  setedrin  of 
late,  pre^wned, 
low-mileage. 
Elise&Esprtt 
in  the  country. 

Any  colour. 

Any  year. 

Please  call 

04617612**1 


MERCEDES 


SSM  E220  touo  Estate.  73MU. 
Omoka  9Dv*l  I8U.  PW.9 96. 
Camteddga  01223  3&2211- 

■ After  Hows  MW  198130  TB 


2B0R  town  Olte  bWUadt.  «fik 

e^sooco^77 

0181  440  7287  CwX 


If  you’re  talking  decision,  and  they’re  talking 
maybe , you’re  not  talking  Cruickshank. 


talk  CRUICKSHANK  now! 


!CiT  537.fl  5:1 
i>  oST  SJy,-5D 

7‘jT  GKU50 
301  £35,5Cl:\' 
1ST  £31,350  V 
:n  £23,850 
I'M  £2‘?.500 
K'T  £25,850 

ST  £22^00 
-IT  £2-1.5110 
'.'USV'.ur.7^ 


_ ® 

7dav5; 


(0117)  966  9331 

week  24  hours  a day  Nationwide  delivery.  A Sjincr  Company 


Spun  1997  (Ti. 

7*38SB 

5.  SmBbahb 

0631  770633 

OF  01344  871200 


r-  1997  *P*  SIX 


AHO  wfeaate-  2JDOO  mflaa,  PJO16. 
01189  844664/  0468  32E819. 


S80  1997  CFJ.  TVramattnkCU- 

eront  xwxTd 'bob  alloy*,  Clo*- 
tofl  alda.  Cte  7/300  artlaa. 

G4SL99G.  Snftnhwri,!, 

Mamadaa-Banr  0831  770633 
Or  01344  871200 


MOHA8CH  oflte  97P  0420  Via 
■ Ixiiiii'  Cream  I xarhar  CUan 

Control.  XoOacSltaCLCXl  3000 

HDm  BB7P9S.  Boa  D1827 

284284  / Ban  0410  371972 


SL5O0 


95M,  TounaJha  Msttfe.  Uurtroom 
Larthar,  8 Hole  Aloys,  PSR,  Cferafe 
Cariral  Maraory  Safes.  Rea-  Sate 
CD  Sock  6 Mora.  Ck»  Owm,  M 
DedsrHtery.ExeeM  Vitae  at 

£54,M5 

HuddersfMd  GerteQdS 


® 


Ttfaphaae 

OT4S4  B66191 

Opnaubrlltoai 

M0lKHnH112B4SD7 


IBOIUIIICM  odar  94H  B320 

Coops  AMG  SmllM.  Silaar  f 
Grey  Lailw,  SpoxtUna.  ESB. 
£34.995.  Boa  &l5£r  284284  / 
Son  0410  371972 


94MS500AUTO 

ic  Grace  Uctdic.1 
tank  CSnme  Ora 
Vfactte.lOacifa) 
kcKeoiy.Radia) 
teBOiaki 

£39,995 


Thramfiac  Grace  Mcrflc.  Mphetm 
Ledkcr  kfcak  Once  CanollEU: 
Aim  Wkctk,  l am  fam  nee. 
Rd  Same  Efaraqr.  todtaCrecne, 
teoaoBton 


Tafll9P8200SQQB4fi7  311188 


MERCEDES 


220CK,  1993,  Taaff  Grey,  64/WO 
■Bdin  note  nn  fan  spac, 
dtarea  Uka  BOW.  £17^96.  T*L 
01708  854446/ 0956  566721 


Aato,  92L  red,  cornel  wmd. 

t rnKtaa,  73fc  mla,  1 mwl- 

7474^?SS«£¥ 


88SL.  ante  85  B.  41X  mb.  BM, 
team/  soft  top,  mural  coad, 

£17500  OOP-  01963  296291 


SL500 


P«g.  New  spec,  GreeeBlaefc, 
Crcwn  Shi;  ftjDy  koded.  BSP. 
■fc,  6 CD,  mem  seals.  1 
owner,  only  6JDOO  ndei- 
Prnme  sde.  immac.  BS9 S95* 

Tdk  01708  4J93SV 
0976  829221 


2S0E  Asia.  bias.  92L  66k  mb. 
ate  bsb;  sw.  walnut.  rsB. 
a 3 995.  Tata  0973  217042  or 
be  0181  959  1891. 

COHRBEBtVE  1BS8BAHCE 
RAYING  OVER 

£200? 

Lew  Cetf  SchBmes  far  Msrafes 

0345  123111 

Internet  fattp^MwvJibh.cfl  Jrt; 

THE  MERCEDES 

SIX  230 

. ^FOR  . 

t 

L 


11 


1 


BUY  YOUR  ULTIMATE 


j * NUMBER  1 1 


REGISTRATION  PLATE  CONTAINING 

YOUR  OWN  INITIALS 


* Buy  cfirect  from  us  while  stocks  last 

* Pay  by  credit  card  now 

* Can  supply  most  numbers  within  7 days 

* Numbers  can  be  supplied  on  certificate 

* Ideal  for  business  and  personal  identity 


REGISTRATION  TRANSFERS  El 

139  HIGH  STREET  SOUTH.  DUNSTABLE,  BEDS  LU6  3SS 

Tel  (01582)  477333 


•ML 


X 

1- ; «:l 


w 
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SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25  1997 


Vi 


MMi  Navgatuig  an 

over  the  world 


v» 


t: 


17  minutes  late 


*-■ 


******  W'“ 


rs  Afan  Copps  reports  on  an  epic  12,000-mile  rally  — and 
v looks  forward  to  the  challenge  of  London-Cape  Town 


: % 


E 


ven  before  the  finish 
of  the  Peking  id  Paris 
Challenge,  billed  as 
the  longest  rally  yet 
^ for  classic  cars,  entries  were 
rolling  in  for  an  even  longer 
event  which  starts  exactly  one 
- . year  from  today. 

Some  competitors  bn  the 
London-Cape  Town  RdiaM- 
iiy  Trial  and  4x4  Adventure 
■ ■ Drive  (those  in  more  modem 
L*  w;  vehicles)  will  cover  up  to 
14.000  miles,  against  the. 
y '’  12,000  miles  that  faced  the  in- 
' ' " trepid  drivers  led  into  Paris 
last  Saturday  by  John  Bayliss 
and  Phil  Surtees  in  their  1942 
Willys  Jeep. 

No  one  who  followed  them 
in  regretted  a single  mile,  least 
of  all  Lord  Montagu,  our  own 
intrepid  correspondent,  whose 
rv"1915  Vauxhall  tailed  early  and 
' who  required  rides  in  14  dif- 
ferent vehicles  to  complete  the 
'--.course.  But  he  was  delighted 


vw 


to  find  that  his  regular  des- 
patches to  Cor  97  and  Co  won 
him  a special  award  for  best 
coverage  of  the  event.  It  was 
presented  at  a glittering  din- 
ner in  Paris  by  fellow  classic 
enthusiast  Lord  Steel,  who 
■had  to  withdraw  from  die 
Pekin g-Paris  event  to  take  part 
in  the  Scottish  referendum 
campaign,  but  who  is  advising 
on  the  route  for  the  London- 
Cape  Town  and  is  determined 
to  take  part  ... 

An  astonishing  S2  cars  out 
of  97  starters  ■ finished  the 
Peking- Paris  run,  same  admit- 
tedly having  covered  sections 
of  the  route  on  trailers,  but 
most  having  - motored  the 
whole  way  under  their  own 
power.  In  the  original  chall- 
enge 90  years  ago  there  were 
only  five  contestants,  ail 
dragged  by  hand  at  various 
stages  of  the  journey  and  four- 
firushed.  with  the  I tala  of 


RALLY  WINNERS 


-Penalty  : 
re  . More 


’.  Zannis) . 


1965  Ford  Cortina  (J.  and ! 
1950  Ford  (USA)  Club  i 


1987  Ford  Angfla  Estate  (N.  and  Ms  P.  Broderick) 
an  Hunter  (SAL  Javid/HJC  Hedayaf) 


Surtees/J.  Bayfis) 

Coupe  (TVH 
ind  S.  Ctett) 

Coup6  (J. , 

1964  Holden  EH  (G.  Crawn/J.  f 
_ , Estate  (N.  an 
1970  Peyfcan  1 

8 1970  Peykan  Hunter  (M.  E|adt/H.  Khadem) 

9 1 960  Fkws-Royco  Sflvar  Dawn  (K.  and  Mrs  R.  Dtehtl) 

10  1970  Peykan  Hunter  (V.  Kazsiwii/R  RazzagN) 

Touring  Category 

1 1 972  Rover  P58  (J  Lux/D/  DrewTShaw) 

2 1956  Chevrolet  Bel  Air  (B.  and  F.  FDsaar/  - . -• 

M.  Fortune/Q.  WHson)  • • • 

3 1955  MG  MGA  (Pi.,  W.W.,  S.L  and  M L Wong) 

Ladtoa' prize  •" 

1 969  hHIman  Hunter;  (L  DadweJVG.  ObBri}  - 

Team  prize 

Bstromobtfia  Team  11950  Ford  Coupes) 

Thomas/V.  Zarina) 

I.  Jung/A  Varm) 
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Count  Sdpione  Borghese  20 
days  ahead  of  toe  rest 

Hie  43-day  route  this  time 
. was  quite  different,  running 
up  to  17,000ft.  through  Tibet 
and -Nepal  and  becoming  die 
first  rally  ro  cross  Iran  for  20 
years.  That  the  tough  old  Jeep 
won  was  perhaps  no  great  sur- 
prise, although  losing  only  17 
minutes  in  time  penalties  was 
a remarkable  tribute  to  the 
skill  of  Bayliss.  from  Lechlade 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  Sur- 
tees from  Stoke-on-Trent. 

There  were  two  other  re- 
markable things  about  the 
results,  which,  let’s  face  it,  are 
Jlesis  important  than  the  adven- 
ture.. One  was  the  dominance 
of  Fbrds,  which  filled  four  of 
the  first  six  places.  Two  1950s 
American  Ford  coupes  won 
the  team  prize  for  the 
Ketrom.obiiia  team,  named 
after  Jbhri  Jung's  classic  car 
dealership  in  Dallas.  The  oth- 
ers were  a 1965  Cortina  and  a 
1967  Ford  Anglia  estate,  once 
rallied  by  David  Steel  but 
driven  on  .tins'  occasion  fay 
husband  and  wife  team  Nigel 
and  Paula  Broderick  from 
Cornwall. 

The  other  notable  perfor- 
mance was  that  of  the  Iranian 
Peykan  Hunters,  updatedver- 
sions  of  the  much-loved  old 
Hillman  from  the  1970s  whose 
production  line  was  sold  off  to 
tire  Shah  as  the  Rootes  group 
collapsed.  An  older  British- 
built  Hillman  won  the  ladies’ 
prize  for  the  American  pair  of 
Linda  Dodwell  and  Genrue 
Obert  The  British  ladies'  team 
of  ace  horse-rider  Francesca 
Sternberg  and  dress  designer 
Jennifer  Gillies  also  finished, 
despite . having  to  practically 
rebuild  their  Volvo  Amazon 
along  the  way.  John  Bryson 


Towering  achievement  Francesca  Sternberg  and  Jennifer  Gillies  celebrate  reaching  Paris 


THE  PEKING  (o  Paris  event 
was  one  of  the  most  ambitions 
international  marathons  yet. 
But  interest  in  this  branch  or 
motor  sport  is  burgeoning, 
writes  David  Steel. 

There  are  three  main  organ- 
isations for  those  interested  in 
this  country.  The  Pteking- 
Paris  was  organised  by  Philip 
Young's  Gassic  Rally  Associ- 
ation, whose  most  established 
event  is  the  Monte  Carlo  rally, 
restarted  in  1990  to  recreate 
the  atmosphere  of  the  1950s 
and  1960s  along  authentic 
routes.  I have  com- 
peted with  four  dif- 
ferent cars  five 
times  and  intend  to 
go  again  next  Feb- 
ruary. The  route  is 
about  1300  miles, 
but  this  is  not  for 
the  fainthearted, 
including  ice  and 
snow-covered 
mountain  roads 
over  high  cols. 

John  Brown's 
Historic  Endur- 
ance Rallying  Org- 
anisation (Hero)  is 
behind  the  even  longer 
London  to  Cape  Town  event 
next  year.  I am  advising  on 
the  diplomatic  aspect  of  the 
route  and  hope  to  be  a 
competitor  since  1 know  so 
many  of  the  beautiful  places 
to  be  visited.  John  Brown  is 
best  known  for  his  Corse 
Retro  rallies  in  Corsica  and 
his  very  popular  December 
annual  Le  Jog  — a four-day 
mystery  tour  from  Land's  End 
to  John  o’  Groats,  on  which  1 
usually  man  the  Borders  con- 
trol point  as  the  competitors 
head  towards  Edinburgh. 

Hie  third  series  is  Roger 


East  to  West  or 
North  to  South 


Deeley’s  Classic  rallies.  These 
are  more  sociable  than  others 
and  require  less  expertise  and 
equipment  attracting  many 
husband  and  wife  teams.  His 
annual  “Claret  and  Classics” 
run  in  France  in  early  July  is  a 
week-long  tour  of  vineyards, 
the  Tallying  stopping  each  day 
at  lunchtime. 

His  September  Basque 
Classic  involves  rather  more 
motoring  in  the  Pyrenees  but 
is  still  relatively  gentle  and 
appealing  to  the  novice,  al- 
though a failed  dutch  cylin- 
der prevented  me 
from  finishing  this 
year.  Inexpensive 
“Heritage  Rescue- 
line"  insurance  in 
the  event  of  a 
breakdown  is  av- 
ailable from  Nor- 
ton Insurance  bro- 
kers. Birmingham, 
who  proved  very 
efficient. 

All  rallies  run  on 
the  prindple  not  of 
a race  (the  average 
speed  is  usually 
only  about  30mph). 
but  of  accurate  navigation 
with  points  lost  per  second 
early  or  late  at  checkpoints  en 
route.  The  sport  is  governed 
by  Lhe  F£d6ration  Interna- 
tionale Vehides  Anciens, 
which  issues  identity  docu- 
ments and  regulations  gov- 
erning modifications  to 

classic  cars,  required  for  the 
more  serious  rallies. 

For  further  information:  Classic 
Rally  Association.  Ashbrvok  Mem. 
Westbrook  Street,  Blewbury.  Oxon 
OX  1 1 9QA;  Hem.  The  Town  House. 
Leigh.  Worcester  WR6  SLA:  Deeley 
Classics.  50  Uphill  Way.  Weston- 
super-Mare.  Amn  B5234TN. 


who  co-drove  Gerald  Crown’s 
Holden  to  fifth  place  must  now 
be  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished marathon  men,  hav- 
ing also  finished  two  London- 
Sydney  runs  in  more  modem 
cars.  And  of  course  there  was  a 
KoDs-Rqyoe  in  the  first  ten,  a 
splendidly  original  1950  Silver 
Dawn  from  Austria. 

An  accident  in  Pakistan  thar 
killed,  two  German  entrants 
was  the  only  tragedy  in  an 
extraordinary  adventure. 


■ Anyone  inspired  by  the  exploits 
of  intrepid  dassic  rallyists  will 
enjoy  the  International  Classic  Cars 
Show  which  takes  place  at  the  Nat- 
ional Exhibition  Centre  in  Birming- 
ham on  November  15  and  16. 

To  marie  tiie  event,  the  organisers 
together  with  importers  Ripmax  and 
Moss  International,  specialists  in  das- 
sic spores,  are  offering  Go  readers  a 
chance  to  win  a superb  Kyosho  radio- 
controlled  model  of  a Mini  Cooper  Mk 


WINAMPPELMINI 


1,  worth  £240.  There  are  four  runners- 
up  prizes  of  annual  subscriptions  to 
Classic  Cars  magazine  and  50  pairs  of 
show  tickets  also  to  be  won.  To  enter 
answer  this  question:  How  many 
miles  did  the  Peking-Paris  rally  cover? 
Replies  to  Classic  Competition.  Go, 
Hie  Tunes.  1 Pennington  Street 
London  El  9XN.  Closing  date  Nov  3. 
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SELFDRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE  AND  BENTLEYS 

Drive  in  luxify  8ft  year  roundl 
Arrive  at  that  special  occasion  in  etyW  ' 

1T»  moat  competitive  ratal  Weekend  specials! 

HANWELLS  OF  LONDON 
Tel:  0171-436  2070  Fax:  0171-4363110 

Open  Sunday  11  -4 


i Bipad 

Mli  . i miCTU 

nAmll  VjDOO  Bill—.  2 Yfear 

842&S/ 


CUMillUl  1974 
qtamq  mma  in  aat+  hym 

Iwuii  whlciww  WOo  Ifriw, 

obSj  caapUfJ  7M00  bUm 

tan  «nr  flood  orttor  to  txm  ymmz. 

£26jO0O  Duo.  Contact  Goorga 
MtDEtMll  ok  01474  673206  or 

lowlit  01674  67EB92-afutt 

■ T ■ • 


SHADOW  B 1778, 


E14J00.  01702 


rot 


SHADOW  n If  TOD  BO  HrfeoriT 
l"*lMlMI  for  in  my  boot  call 
G— M Cappo  01371  8110516 


SMUT  89  mdt  CO  R tkfa  J 
hhf  mmclonont  rtPOd  Mna  low 

Kflam  FBH  from  OB0SO. 
Gamin  Caima  01371  813036 


11MO  B LWB,  94L.  MMMflht 
BhamfBmnOmamm  lntbvr  pfavd 
Btao.  ftmub  27JOOO  ofin. 
SOO  STftnor  Dfaoct  OHS 
1144. 


THE  BUT  77  abattoir  11.  *w 
40k 

7J50&0  ~ 


REGISTRATION 
i NUMBERS 


V ,, 

AUCTION  of  PERSONALISED  REGISTRATIONS 

at  SECC  Glasgow,  Scotland  on  Sunday  23rd  November  1997 


TO  BE  HELD  DURING  THE  SCOTTISH  MOTOR  SHOW 
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L-  Thai,  the  full  Bst*f  numbers  on  offer.  The  lea  mU  mot  bt  offh*A  ia  order.  Pirate  xeeuuiogur  fir  drtJtih.  E&OE 


TkeDVLA  Gassic  Collection  offers  for  sale  trap 
pmdtmus  and  amove  vehicle  mismtskms.  All 


f unique  vehtrle  rrvjsmmons.  AU 
rwmtuihnu  on  ofjrr  art  DIRECT  FROM  DVLA  and 
^emmrprKBtoK^bMmtted.  ~r  ** 

3 EASY  WAYS  TO  BID 

npecsoo:  come  along  and  experience  the  excitement  of 

:r“*'aft»you«eif.  , _ , 

oypbftw:  We  caH  you  from  the  auetran  and  bid  for  you 
««e  you  listen. 

fePQ^Sinwty  send  us  a written  bid  8 we  will  bid  up  to 

■.  ““twnaum  for  you.  . 

te  tfrarges  made  for  ce/epfrane  or  written  Wds. 


ORDER  YOUR  CJfliALOGtMi  TODAY 

The  deadline  for  telephone  and  written  tods  is  18th  Nov 
1997.  A catalogue  a dmits  2 people  to  both  lhe  suction 
and  the  Scottish  Motor  Show  oh  23rd  November  only. 
Catalogue  orders  will  not  be  accepted  after  4.00pm  on  !7ih 
November  1997.  After  this  date  caralogiuM  will  be  available 
at  the  sde.  You  imia  puicbase'a  catalogue  in  order  to  place  a 
bid:  Proof  of  Wearily  a required  before  bids  are  accepted. 

Please  uore  diar  an  £80.00  assignment  fee  is  payable  at  tbe 
rimrof  purchase.  Ail  purchase*  are  subject  ro  a bayec 
. premium  and  VAT. 

Cacdogpe  older  posed  oidxutu  CMA  DVLA  Oasdc  Collection 
itacrion,  HnreingtM  Dock.  Liverpool  X,  L70 1AX. 
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nla  only.  FSH,  Hhr  npli,  olac 
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“Will  things 
have 
changed 
by  the  time 
I turn 
the  page?” 

The  dung  toot)  news  Is,  fi  newt  new 

fcv  bng.  fhl  UrvOne.  the 
rtomuiai  and  totem*  srevcfc  I 
ahwp  has  lhe  Uea.  S<y  Nee  prmdes  J 
nwbSBcrt  ana  busaos  stones  I 
ham  arewid  the  nartd  and  kxW« 
them  around  the  dock  *s  B*v 
lunpav  Whch  mans,  aat  mu  ate 
ketd  nfonned  at  ewry  turn 
Ttjr  UeeOae  aad  toe 
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Tremendous  savings  on  new 
R>t.Dl998modote. 

AI  spocflcaKrc  suppbed. 
Pleesocal  tor  a very  vary 
compeunre  quotaoon 
Odeti  ncau  lahan  tor  Uctvo  T4. 

01 703  47  02  08  Fn 47 1 7 07 
LEASE  FINANCE  SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE.  PART  EXCHANGE 
WELCOME. 


VOLVO  T5 


ran  850  is  S Estate, 

31.000  mis.  Breen, 

TRACS,  alarm,  anoys.  m*me 

1 owner.  FSH  £16,995 

B4  M 850  T5  B£ 

AetD  Estate, 

19JD00  mts.  Siivei.  Black 
Lite  TRACS,  dlmaze  control 
alarm,  inb  centre,  else  nne 
wards,  l owner,  FSH__E19£SB 
96  N B50  T5  SE  AHtn, 

34.000  mis.  White 
aa  cond.  spoaer^Voys.  N,  Jn- 

1 owner.  FSH  £17,495 

1997  77016  60 

Amid  Estate, 

5.000  iris.  Noutrc  Blue 

Beige  Lite.  Estate  pack_£cf4W 


VALENTINE  VOLVO 

01925  635552 
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CHRISTMAS 
GIFT  GUIDE 


TIMES  NEWSPAPERS  WILL  ONCE  AGAIN  BE 
PUBLISHING  ITS  SUCCESSFUL  GUIDE  TO  ALL 
THINGS  CHRISTMAS  APPEARING  IN  THE 
'WEEKEND  SECTION * OP  THE  TIMES  AND  tN 
THE  STYLE  SECTION’  OF  THE  SL^NDAY  TIMES 
ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DATES: 

* SATURDAY  25th  AND  SUNDAY  26th  OCTOBER 

* SATURDAY  1st  AND  SUNDAY  2ND  NOVEMBER 

* SATURDAY  8ih  AND  SUNDAY  9th  NOVEMBER 

* SATURDAY  tSth  AND  SUNDA  Y 16th  NOVEMBER 
' SATURDA  Y 22nd  AND  SUNDA  Y 23rd  NOVEMBER 

* SATURDAY  29th  AND  SUNDAY 30th  NOVEMBER 

* SATURDAY  6th  AND  SUNDAY  7th  DECEMBER 
‘ SATURDAY  1 5th  AND  SUNDAY  i6th  DECEMBER 

"BUY  3 WEEKEND 
PACKAGES  AND  GET  THE 
4TH  WEEKEND  FREE ” 

ro  DISPLAY  YOUR  GIFT  IDEAS  IN  ONE  OF 
THE  LARGEST  SHOP  WINDOWS  IN  THE 
COUNTRY,  CALL  THE  ’GIFT  GUIDE-  TEAM  ON 

0171  680  6891/0171  680  6893 


THE  SUNOff  TIMES  1HEM1&TIMES 
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Has  making 
a will 
slipped  your  mind? 
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MONEY 


A MAN  ALONE  63 


is  your  adviser 
truly  an 
independent  man? 
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Sara  McConnell  finds  new  homeowners  want  value  for  money,  not  a shoebox  with  a smart  address 


-timers  shun  starter  homes 


irst-time  buyers  borrowed 
more  and  spent  more  on 
their  homes  last  month, 
continuing  to  shun  the 
studios  and  one-bedroom  flats  that 
were  eagerly  snapped  tip  by  the 
previous  generation  in  the  housing 
boom  of  the  1980s. 

Hopes  that  rising  house  prices 
would  force  first-time  buyers  back 
to  the  cheapest  homes  appear  to 
have  been  clashed  in  many  areas, 
with  estate  agents  across  the  coun- 
try saying  they  “can’t  give  them 
away".  As  house  prices  begin  to 
slacken,  agents  are  predicting  the 
death  of  the  traditional . studio 
market. 

According  to  the  latest  figures 
from  the  Halifax,  prices  paid  by 
first-time  buyers  rose  by  ]_4  per 
cent  last  month,  dwarfing  the 
almost  static  overall  monthly  price 
rise  of  05  per  cent  The  average 
price  paid  by  first-time  buyers  was 
£50562,  bought  on  a loan  of 
£45534.  This  represents  88.9  per 
cent  of  the  property's  value,  the 
highest  since  December  last  year. 

Cheap  mortgage  money  and 
competitive  fixed-rate  deals  are 
insulating  them  from  the  prospect 
of  more  interest  rate  rises,  says 
Stuart  Tull  ah  of  Collins  Sons  and 
Harvey,  the  Birmingham  estate 
agent 

He  says:  “Interest  rates  are  up 
but  historically  th?y  are  still  rea- 
sonably low.  First-time  buyers  have 
^ come  back  to  the  market  because 
...  <Bi|tB-.there  is  the  perception  that  house 
“ reprices  are  rising  and  will  continue 

• •-  to  rise". 

But  cheap  mortgage  deals  are 
bringing  larger,  more  expensive 
l.  ^ properties  within  the  reach  ofmany 
"V  who  would  have  been  able  to  afford 
only  a small  starter  home  in  the  late 
Vi  1980s  when  .house  prices  were 

• «•  rising  sharply. 

' — Such  'leapfrogging’’  has  hit  ar- 

• eas  outside  London  and  the  South  . 
" I East  hardest  because  house  prioes 

' have  not  risen  sharply  enough  to 
: imam  force  people  back  to  studios.  Marty 
'•••  ' of  the  homeowners  who  bpught  . 

* them  are  still 'trapped  iriL'negative-1 
.?  equity  and  have  been  forced  to  let  . 
Z-i  them  to  ger  oh  with  their  lives. 

,■ . _ wmm  Julie  West  by  of  Vale  Estates  in 
Stodcport  says:  “One-bedroom  flats 


TO  COME 


Out  West  on  location  — not  in  the  studio 


Ben  Ash  and  Sarah  Wilkinson  had  a 
choice  when  they  decided  to  buy  their 
first  home  (Sara  McConnell  writes).  Ei- 
ther they  bought  a studio  or  tiny  one-bedroom 
flat  in  desirable  Blackheath,  southeast 
London,  or  moved  to  slightly  less  fashionable 
West  Norwood  and  bought  a aparious  two- 
bedroom  flat  for  the  same  £76,000  price. 

They  chose  West  Norwood.  “We  looked  in 
Blackheath  bat  we  couldn't  afford  much  more 
than  a studio.  We  wanted  two  bed  roams  and  a 
garden,”  says  Mr  Ash.  The  couple’s  hunt  for  a 


mortgage  has  not  been  all  plain  sailing.  They 
stopped  dealing  with  one  broker  who  advert- 
ised as  a first-time  buyer  specialist 

He  added:  “We  got  the  impression  he  was 
ramming  endowments  down  our  throats  and 
got  a bit  sick  of  it"  Another  adviser  gave  good 
advice  but  charged  high  fees  to  prospective 
buyers  who  did  not  take  income-protection  in- 
surance. Now  they  are  awaiting  confirmation 
of  two  possible  deals  from  a third  adviser. 

Mr  Ash  and  Ms/WUkinson  are  having 
second  thoughts  about  fixing  their  rate  after 


rumours  that  the  Government  was  keen  on 
signing  up  to  a European  single  currency.  "I 
believe  we  will  be  heavily  influenced  by  the 
single  currency  even  if  we  don't  go  in”,  says 
Mr  Ash.  “If  interest  rales  are  4 per  cent  in 
three  years  we'll  be  caught".  Originally  they 
were  considering  a three-year  fixed  rate  from 
the  Nationwide  at  7X15  per  cent  with  no  penal- 
ty for  leaving  when  die  three  years  are  up. 
Now  they  are  weighing  this  up  against  a disc- 
ount of  J per  cent  over  three  years  on  Nation- 
wide's standard  rate,  now  S.T per  cent 


and  studios  are  a nightmare.  We 
had  ^meon  at  £28,000  in  a good.,: 
area  ■ of  south  Manchester  but  we  : 
couldn’t  give  it  away  at  £20.000. 
People  don’t  want  to  Eve  in  stu- 
dios". House  prices  in  the  North 
West  rose  by  just  0.9per  cent  in  the 


third  quarter  of  this  year,  according 
to  the  Halifax..  - : 

Stuart  TuUah  reports  a similar 
picture  in  Birmingham,  where  one-, 
bedroom  cottages  and  starter 
homes  on  1980s  estates  are  hanging 
heavy.  "People's  incomes  are  grow- 


ing and  they  think  they  might  as 
well  move  a bit  further  out  and 
spend  a little  more.  Instead  of  a 
small  , terrace  in  the  inner  dty  at 
£35,000 they  go  for  a three-bed  semi 
in  Erdington  or  Acocks  Green  for 
£50,000  to  £55,000."  Hie  West 


Midlands  saw  a fall  of  05  per  cent 
in  the  last  quarter.  . 

Even  in  London  and  the  South 
East,  where  prices  have  risen  most 
shaiply,  the  market  for  studios  is 
patchy  at  best.  Glenn  Bates  of 
Nicholsons  in  Epping.  Essex,  re- 


ports some  interest  in  previously 
despised  one-bedroom  houses  and 
flats  on  1980s  starter  estates.  First- 
time  buyers  were  able  to  bypass 
cheap  homes  during  the  recession 
bui  now  some  are  coming  back."  A 
shortage  of  good  properties  is  also 
leading  to  a larger  price  difference 
between  one  and  two- bed  room 
homes,  forcing  some  buyers  back  to 
the  smallest  flats. 

In  London,  many  buyers  who 
cannot  afford  anything  bigger  than 
a studio  in  their  first  choice  of  area 
are  choosing  to  move  further  out 
rather  than  squash  themselves  into 
a tiny  space  with  the  possibility  that 
they  may  never  be  able  to  sell. 

Ron  Steiner  of  Plaza  Estates,  the 
North  London  agent,  says:  “The 
studio  market  died  in  the  recession 
and  it’s  dead  now.  People  are 
petrified  of  being  stuck,  a prisoner 
in  their  own  home". 

UK  buyers  who  cannot 
afford  the  £150,000  it 
costs  for  even  a one- 
bedroom  flat  in  choice 
areas  such  as  St  John's  Wood  are 
colonising  surrounding  areas  tike 
Willesden  and  Brondesbury.  Prices 
in  Greater  London  slackened 
slightly  over  the  last  quarter, 
further  depressing  demand  at  the 
lowest  end  of  the  market 
Hilary  Wade,  of  Winkworths, 
agrees:  “People  are  looking  for 
space  and  they'll  compromise  on 
area.  If  they  start  looking  at 
Islington  they  wil  I go  to  Hackney  or 
even  King’s  Cross".  Developers  are 
building  few  studios  as  there  is 
little  demand  for  them,  she  adds. 

The  main  demand  for  studios  in 
London  is  from  investors,  many 
foreign,  buying  them  to  rent  out  or 
from  people  living  in  Lonhon 
during  the  week  and  looking  for  a 
pied  a Terre. 

The  latter  are  the  main  takers  for 
the  expensive  broom  cupboards 
which  periodically  hit  the  head- 
lines, according  to  Mr  Steiner.  He 
has  recently  sold  a small  studio  to  a 
senior  partner  in  a firm  of  solicitors 
who  needed  to  be  in  London  a 
couple  of  days  a week.  Other  takers 
could  be  40  to  50  year-old  divorcees 
looking  for  something  small  and 
central. 


Check  the 
lock-in 
clauses 
carefully 

If  you  are  a first-time 
buyer,  you  can  be  certain 
of  being  on  every  list  for 
the  best  mortgage  deals.  You 
will  be  in  a strong  bargaining 
position  with  lenders  who  are 
desperate  to  entice  first-tim- 
ers, particularly  as  the  market 
shows  signs  of  slackening. 

Almost  all  first-time  buyers 
are  being  advised  to  sign  up  to 
fixed  rates,  discounts  or  other 
special  deals  in  spite  of  the 
possibility  that  early  entry 
into  a single  currency  could 
force  interest  rates  down. 

Mortgage  advisers  say  fall- 
ing five-year  fixed  rates  are 
some  of  the  cheapest  ever.  The 
Halifax  last  week  joined  its 
rivals  in  catting  its  five-year 
fixed  rates  for  anyone  moving 
house  including  first-time 
buyers.  Those  with  a 25  per 
cent  deposit  will  pay  6.45  per 
cent  and  those  with  between  5 
per  cent  and  25  per  cent  (o  put 
down  will  pay  655  per  cent 
But  both  deals  will  lode  you 
in  with  the  Halifax  for  anoth- 
er year  and  a half  after  the  fix- 
ed-rate term  has  ended,  on 
pain  of  hefty  penalties.  Philip 
Cartwright  of  London  & 
Country  Mortgages  says  first- 
time buyers  in  particular  need 
to  check  lock-m  clauses  on  fix- 
ed rates  and  discounts  care- 
fully. "If  you  think  you  will 
move  in  three  to  five  years  get 
a three-year  fixed  rate,  if  you 
could  move  In  two,  a two-year 
fix.  Don’t  be  trapped  by  exten-  < 
ded  redemption  penalties." 

First-time  buyer  deals  from 
which  you  are  free  immedi- 
ately after  the  end  of  the  term 
include  Nationwide's  two- 
year  fix  of  655  per  cent.  Port- 
man’s  three-year  at  6.99  per 
cent.  Principality's  6.99  per 
cent  capped  rate  to  2002  and 
Stroud  & Swindon’s  three- 
year  155  per  cent  discounL 


15% 

GROWTH  IN 
A YEAR? 


Well,  yes  yon  could  do  it.  That’s  if  you  take  advantage  of  the  FTSE  Challenger.  It’s  a new  Bond  that  gives  you  access 
to  the  growth  potential  of  the  stockmarket,  by.  linking  your  investment  to  the  FTSE  100  Index.  Here's  how  it  works: 

• Every  year,  we  measure  the  average*  increase  in  the  value  of  the  FTSE- 100. 

■ If  this  increase  is  less  than"  5%,  or  even'  if  the  Index  falls,  you  simply  receive  no  growth. 

• However,  if  the  increase' is. 5%  or  more,  you  receive  15%  growth_To  put  this  into  context,  if  the  FTSE  Challenger  had 
been  available  in  every  5 year  period  since  1984,  you  would,  on  average,  have  received  a 15%  return  in  3 years  of  the 
5 year  term:  That  said,  pain:  performance  is  not  necessarily  a guide  to  Future  performance. 

What's  more,  provided  you  hold  your  investment  for  the  full  S year  term,  Abbey  National  Life  guarantees  to  return  95% 
ofyoiir  capital  (your  original  investment  less  5%  initial  charge),  and  lock  in  any  gains  each  year,  safe  from  further 
stockmarket  movements. 

The  FTSE  Challenger  is  available  exclusively  through  Abbey  National  Direct  with  investments  starting  from  £7,500. 
Thfl.Bond  is  available  until  22  November  1997„  but  funds  are  limited,  so  it  could  sell  out  sooner. 

-Tq  see  how  you  could  benefit  call  Abbey  National  Direct  on  0800  30.20  30,  from  Monday 
• tol^day  8am  to  9pm  or  Saturday  9am  to  4pm  and  quote  reference  A611,  or  return  the  coupon  . 
bdow  totbe  address  shown. 

Wmml.  in  the  FTSE  160  Index  will  be  based  on  lie  percentage  growth  in  the  Index  comparing  the  wine 
rfihe  lad«  at  the  beginning  of  each  yearly  period,  and  the  average  Index  wine  over  the  last  J months  or  each 
period.  A -fall  definition  is  provided  in  the  Standard  ProvwTow  for  the  Bond,  which  is  available  on  request. 


> Vfrimd  FTSE  CUknser  i*  prided  b,  .«*n  Naimoal  Life 

“ ?n"  B“nd  duri0fi  ** BWEStS  AinHQRITY  ONLY  SEUS  ifs  OWN  LIFE  ASSURANCE,  PENSION  AND  UNIT  IWJST  PRODUCTS. 
Nfunsu,  Ptic,  WHICH  IS  KEfiULATED  OT  THE  — r Trm^  and  are  and  br  FTSE  Intmuttoud  Hound  under  licence  Abbey  ud  ibr  Umbrrlb 

«»«•  0-*-  “ -*•  1 

■w:‘ 


Investing  in  the  biggest  businesses. 
. . . with  the  smallest  charges. 


Finsbury  Growth  Trusc  invests  predominantly  in  a selection  of" shares  in  the  550  largest  companies  in  the  UK. 
aiming  to  build  capital  growth  at  a level  which  outperforms  chose  funds  which  simply  track  the  indices. This  is 
part  of  a portfolio  of  investment  crusts  which  continually  win  Finsbury  many  independent  performance 
awards*.  ..yet  we  still  make  no  charges  in  our  PEPS  or  Savings  Plans.  Find  out  more  about  Finsbury'  by  tilling 
in  this  coupon,  telephone  our  Investor  Helpline  on  0990  5U2U17  or  visit  www.finsbun  -asser.co.uk. 

* Vthji  Imwniimr  Imrsmtcr.r  itnuipuiihrSrv  1m  fiirYwr  Iiai-miikiu  Tiiu  handler  giuiqn  Mu lufal  AwjiJ.  Moms  Otaovs  lie-*  Imctiuluuul  Tiir.i  An.n-I  I'HT 


fW  mum  to: 

FIN&IILKY  ASSET  MANAGEMENT  UMITEIlFKEEIOST.lKE  723fH  l IUKT.AIN  KUMUONUON  El  2UJLN 


Adjrtfta: 


rtistindr- 


"Issued  by  Finsbury  Avici  Management  Lid.  winch  is  regulated  by  IMRO.  Past  perl  or  manic  is  itoi  necessarily  a guide  io  the  future.  Tin.1  value 
of  pour  investment  and  the  mroiiie  fmm  it  may  flncruaic  and  yon  may  gel  back  less  than  you  invested.  Invc-unumt  Trust  start-  prices  mas*  not 
fully 'reflect  ondcriying  net  uwi  value*,  finrbury  PEP*  and  Saving*  Man*  mwtf  in  die  Rttfbwy  IrtveMmmt  Trust,  which  pay  investment 

management  and  other  Ice*  to  Finsbury. 


FINSBURY 


r 


a 


i 


j 

4 

<1 

I. 


dy>S(j  g*  J 


52  WEEKEND  MONEY  *» 


The  Index-Tracking  PEP 


WHAT  MAKES 

LEGAL  & GENERAL'S  FTSE  ALL- 
SHARE  INDEX-TRACKING  PEP 
outstanding  VALUE  FOR  MONEY? 


A glance  at  the  table  will  show  that 
w - since  its  launch  nearly  two 
years  ago  - this  Index-Tracking 
PEP  from  Legal  St  General  has  proved 
iliac  it  offers  PEP  investors  superb 
value  for  money. 

It  follows  the  FTSE  All-Share 
Index.  This  Index  reflects  the 
performance  of  the  entire  stock- 


Legal  & General  / 0,50%  54.56%. 
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market,  so  it  reduces  the  risk  of 
being  over-exposed  to  shares  which 
undcr-perform  and  lessen  your 
return.  In  fact.  JL6.000  invested  in 

ef\  the  Legal  & General 
9 J Index-Tracking  PEP 
j FROHjlST  I at  launch  would 
1 1 J now  be  worth 

/ j £9.273*  compared 

XQXTtl  / IO  just£8.500* in  the 
" ^ average  UK 
Income  & Growth  Trust. 


The  FTSE  All-Share 
Index-Tracking  PEP  that 
performs  the  best 


(is  also  one  of  tbe  cheapest) 


■ "'  in  nil  of  ®°fC 

^erchMg«— 


Find  out  more  now  — phone  free  0500  11  6 6 JJ 


niF.V.PHOSr  Sum  70  .Sp:«  UflKDUs  flam  TO  5p(i»  « I I KF'  P>.  FIX  W <_>{  <>l  i Kf  ! I! -I. 


With  no  initial 


charges  deducted,  more  of  your 
money  is  invested  at  the  outset  for 
maximum  growth  potential,  there 
are  no  withdrawal  fees  and  with  an 
annual  management  charge  of  0.5%  - 
the  value  for  money  is  outstanding. 


Hpt  tout  pfurcciKjo  cab  lau&f  btr  rroirdrd  and  tzmfcxofr  muouwul 


f "V7T7C  - 1 would  like  muff  htaukm  about  the  Legal  & General  Index -Tracking  I 
| 1 Eu  AM  III.  Legal  a General  (Direct)  Limited.  FREEFOST  STCW6'  Cardiff  CF1 


Surname  <Mr/M(V.WWM»> 


To  find  out  more  call  now, 
return  the  coupon  or  contact  us  at 
http:// www.  legal-and-general.  co.  uk 


Tcf.  No:  Hume 


If  you  already  hate  any  PEP  imminent.  pteuc  ink  here  111  tHDLii 

V imi  Kkrkw  jm  » wb  -me  lUmMi  nfmet  b>  mol  ekli  Vt*  jod  dm  ac  n tt-H  ya 
ihom  aUHT  pcu*»»>  IK  mn «r-« ■ <M b-  dir  Ural*  irml imap «4 c.ipli  i.  ifcM K trtm  m be 


L-ln»bT|»«teii'»iin«r..lltmlb  dir  Uiald  i«wli«mniti.  iipiL  ibnrbbn  i«  be  I * , 
lniiNii>mll)mwaU|«itiriMi<<«tRib.iiii<d|i«li<MidiMM.|*)iruilbnrQ  LH 


j 

sacral j 


•Mint  Micrnpal/IGIU.  on  an  njfcr  ii»  hid  h*a»  hand  no  all  PEP  chaigex  with  gross  mcomc  redeemed  from  01. 1 1 •*  INOCC  launch  i m 31.  III.?*.  P»  pnhMKt  b not  Ptcmaigy  a gflfcJc 
lixim-  perl' ■mum.e  FnimOO  IM.1"*  lax  nctlb  wfll  du  keqgcr  he  a Me  u>  be  redaunrt  by  PtK  umatlng  dl  ctjuff>  based  und  tnxx.Bntb  capital  and  income  tabs  may  go  down  ax  wdl 
a*,  up  and  rnu  ntiv  not  pet  hack  die  imrum  trocvtcdTaxaT-arapUim  are  ihcKCurTtnlhap|dnMc  and  arc -edited  Cuvaunory  dimpE.Tbc  ralueid  ax  relief  nil  depend  on  your  lmbi> bid 
dpnomerix-o  Ml  i««ufeirwifu  .4  cut  an*  m PUS  tavr^rinp  wfiifly  in  l-ni  frusCX-FoS  wrim-n  ilcatb  arc  avabNc  on  ttcpjQC  AH  ormoo ace  cancer  aa>ai(0.7*b  tbe  WT7 bbt 
Ibr  (anemmciu  jmk  Aimed  bucnMb  n>  bunch  Inditiiluil  In-infis  Account*  (SAM  fn«n  April  1T»»  n.hufld  tymi  the  openentr  1/ PEPwndTB&AxHu.H-'^i.iticn:  t>  nofin»k»aCHon 
id  nhn  will  happen  u<  PEPs  wIk'Q  the  new  account  b bundled.  Legal  & General  (Direct)  Lunfced.  Hxgbicn.il  m England  Nn  JTU5mn  Regcaercd Office:  Temple  Cuurr.ll  Que£S  Vkturta 
Surer.  l«  mV  <n  R.7N  -tTP  HcpiVscntaihe  nuh  id  ihe  Icjsd  & Genoa)  ma^erng  group,  member-  id  winch  aw  repined  by  die  ftrauad  iijmmcm  Araburin  and  lWKPfcr  flic  fpidu  uf 
rwomrx^vfaiu.adnsOTCuOand'elUTigliti:  JMinancc  and  ifTW-amcnl  [eoductxbnringUpilSGcnctal'fnanK: 


UP  TO 


II 


Big  rates  from  us  mean 
big  returns  for  you. 


Open  a One  Year  Fixed  Rate  Bond  from  ’ 
Britannia  and  you  could  be  looking  at  some  very 
big  returns  indeed.  HVfMffVIffH 

You'll  get  an  extremely  HgjQSSSSil 
competitive  interest  rate  for  a £100,000+ 
minimum  £5,000  investment,  £20,000 

and  better  still,  the  more  you  £5,000 

can  invest  the  higher  the  rate  you'll  earn. 

The  Bond  is  ideal  if  you  have  capital  you 
won't  need  to  access  for  a year.  It's  wise  to  invest 
as  much  as  you  can  because  additional  deposits 


can't  be  made  following  your  initial  investment. 
The  Bond  is  also  such  a competitive  offer  that 
the  issue  has  to  be  limited. 


The  One  Year  Fixed  Rate 


7.50%  Bond  rs  an  excellent  way  to 

7.30%  see  a substantial  return  in  a 

_ — hi9— short  space  of  time  - so  why 

not  visit  your  local  branch  or  call  for  an 
application  pack  today?  After  all,  the  sooner 
you  open  a Bond,  the  sooner  you'll  be  enjoying 
the  rewards. 


CALL  FREE  FOR  AN  APPLICATION  PACK  ON 


0800  132  304 


9am  - 7pm  weekdays  and  9am  - 12  noon  Saturdays. 
Quoting  ref:  244  FRB 


Britannia 


The  Sharing  Society 


Britannia  Building  Society  Britannia  House  Leek  Staffonishtr*  ST13  ®G 
*7  56%  g *o»  (without  UK  income  tax  deducted;  hwd  trrreresz  lor  investments  of  ft 00,000*-  Interest  is  paid  on  tKgturiz?.  Ho  withdrawals 
permitted  during  1 year  term.  Interest  will  be  payable  net  of  the  appUeaUe  rate- of  income  m fwfiKh  may  be  reclaimed  by  non-taxpayer^ 
or  gross,  subject  to  the  required  registration.  Rates  correct  at  cine  o*  going  to  press. 


. -•  T -ST •Ti> 

f ■ . «'**  * y 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


Kung-fu 


ptf1’ 


31*' 


Hong  Kong  it  was  that  finally 
sent  a -share  price  tremor  big 
aTOUghtoTeach  the  West  The 
shockwaves  horn  a bxal  crisis:  rattled 
credfiery  and  cfr&Sney  pots  in  London. 
New  York,  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo. 

Only  Hong'  Kong  of  the  Asian 
markets  could  do  this,  as  we  learnt  in 
August  when  Western  investors  merely 
had  to  roll  up  their  trouser  legs  to  with- 
stand a tidal  wave  from  imploding 
niarkets  in  Malaysia,  Thailand  and 
other  “tiger"  nations.  The  dire  Tokyo 
ctekef,  though  maity  rimes  bigger,  has 
not  beeiithis  ihfe&iOus.  • 

' Links  are  raore  direct  HSBC  the  old 
Hongkong  Bank  that  owns  Midland,  is 
tlte  rttQS*'  vahaWs  stock  in  both  the 
- Hang  Serifc  index,  out  there  and 
London's  _ FTSE-IOO."  The  Hang  Sang 
‘takes  its1  name  Atom  .the  Hong  Kong 
Chinese' 'bank,  that  HSBC  so  profitably 
rescued  in  a parse  long  ago-  Cable  & 
Wireless.-  Standard  Chartered  and 
Indkape  all  depend' "on  market  condi- 
tions, there.  The  atyTs  financial  centre  is 
international  still  dominated  by  West- 
ern groups.  AmdtiUhocigh  Hong  Kong  is 
in  emerging  marker  for  Chinese  stodss, 
its  own  cofporose  base  is  mature.  Shares 
in  the  index  were  rated  lower  than  in 
London  or  New  York,  even  though  the 
economy  has  grown  faster. 

The  stock  market  is  also  notoriously 
volatile,  as  yesterday's  rebound  remind- 
ed us.  In  October  1987.  when  New  York's 
Dow  Jones  average  plummeted  nearly  a . 
third,  the  Hang  Serlg  shed  h-ilf  Us  value: 
Tbe  Tiananmen  Square  massacre  Cost  it 
37  per  cent.  Bade  in  1981,  when  political 
confidence  evaporated.  Hong  Kong 
shares  shfed  40  per  cent  in  three  months, 
starring  a 17 -month  bear  market  that 
eroded  60  per  cent  of  values. 

The  economy  and  shares  did  not 
spring  bade  until  Hong  Hong  fixed  its 
dollar  to  America's  to  bolster  confidence. 
This  link  has  seen  file  place  through  a 
political  minefield  at  modest  economic 
aost  and  acquired  a greater  status  that  it 
now  deserves.  Hong  Kong  leaders,  who 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


advised  Malaysia  hot  to  buck  the 
markets,  'are  stripped  for  battle  to 
defend  the  parity,  whatever  die  cost 

That  is  fine  if  a show  of  force  does  the 
trick.  The  cost  could  be  high  if  interest 
rates  stay  high  long  enough  to  puncture 
the  bloated  property  market  cm  whose 
' fortunes  #>  mud!  of  qnoted  Hong  Kong 
depends.  And  Hong  Kong's  currency  is 
now  overvalued  for  trade,  if  only 
decause  rivals  have  devalued. 

Why  pot  avoid  all  this  by  floating  the 
cul-rejfty  fast?  If  a measure  taken  to 
protect  the  economy  from  past  political 
‘ mttaBffity.  becomes  the  source  of  present 
instability,  it  should  go.  But  Hong  Kong 
has  big  reserves,  no  debts,  a round 
Budget  and  built-in  monetary  discipline. 
Even  George  Soros,  Malaysia’s  bogey- 
man, reckoned  Hong  Kong  should 
succeed  where  shakier  economies  failed 
and.  argded  that  a stable  currency  was 
vital  to  a financial  centre.  For  better  or 
worseT  Hong  Kcmg  seems  to  agree. 

China,  stung  by  a 10  per  cent  first-day 
discount  on  the  flotation  of  China 
Telecom,  is  prepared  to  back  the  Hong 
Kong  markets.  As  in  any  market, 
disenntinaririg  bargain-hunters  should 
look outfor high-class  stocks  innocently 
caught  up  in  the  mess.  After  the 
swittftback.  the  Hang  Seng  is  down  a. 
third  from  its  August  peak-  . 

Having  triggered  latent  doubts.  Hong 
Kong's  affaire  now  scarcely  matter  for 


Western  stock  markets-  Only  the  leilmty- 
' tiy  of  dollar  strength,  along  with 
sterling’s  miffier  buoyanty,.  features  in 
- flie  general  rethink.  Frankfort  was  the 
"other  mam  candidate  to  trigger  a 
general  slide;  Share  prices  had  already 
lost  momentum  there  and  interest  rates 
are  on  the  way  up  to  converge  with  the 
Iflcety  ratE  on  a «uro  that  will  start  softer 
than  the  mark,  and  to  sustain  the 
maik/fiwo  in  foe  face  of  due  dollar. 
America  too.  expects  some  modest  rise 
in  short-term  interest  rates  lor  domestic 
reasons,  though  US  monetaiy  policy  is 
; now'so  sensitive  that  rates  are  less  likely 
-to  rise  if  the  New  York  stock  market 
dramatically  loses its  exuberance. 

Overvaluation  is  the  key  worry  in 
New  York  and  in  London,  as  discussed 
here  last  week.  Prices  have  been  chased 
too  far  this  year.  That  was  why  the 
' otherwise  meaningless  tenth  anniversa- 
ry of  the  1987  crash  made  investors  so 
nervous  when  economies  are  sound. 


Share  prices  have  broken  modestly, 
upsetting  the  optimistic  upward 
momentum.  So  why  should  inves- 


' y.r  momentum.  So  why  should  inves- 
tors buy  markets  that  already  looked  too 
highly  rated  after  six  years  plus  of 
: economic  upswing?  Ratings  of  26  times 
earnings  in  New  York  and  20  rimes  in 
London  owe  something  to  the  secular 
fall  in  inflation  and  long-term  interest 
rates.  But  they  presume  that  lots  of 
companies  can 'keep  annual  earnings 
growth  near  10  per  cent  in  this  climate. 
The  case  is  unproven.  The  benefit  of  the 
doubt  may  now  be  withdrawn. 

In  contrast  to  Hong  Kong,  one  good 
sign  is  Chat  big  investors  are  switching 
into  bonds  rather  than  cash,  even 
though  UK  money  rates  are  attractive. 


This  implies  that  they  are  looking  for  a 
sub-1987  correction  in  share  prices,  not  a 
downturn  in  the  investment  cycle.  If 
London  shares  fen  as  much  as  8 per  cent 
and  Wall  Street  about  twice  as  much, 
that  might  be  the  end  of  it.  leaving 
decent  profits  on  shares  in  1997.  If  that 
has  to  happen,  the  sooner  the  better. 


Checks  in  the  post  deliver  extra 


Investors  hunting  the  best 
home  for  their  money  in  a 
period  of  relatively  low 
. interest  rates  are  turning  to' 
postal  accounts  in  search  of 
worthwhile  returns. 

About  46  banks  and  build- 
ing sod«Ies  now  offer  such  ac- 
counts. malty,  of  them  with 
gross  rates  two  percentage 
points  more  than  dries  baid  on 
branch-based  accounts.  This  is 
because  pdstai  atttwmfs  are 
. much  diaper  to  administer. 

Bristol  & West  tile  current 
market  leader  according  to 
Mtontyfads, ^the  dsotey  infor- 
mation service,  offerSa  rate  of 
7JSS  per  ceht  trti'  a deposit  of 
£&000  forift^doy  account^ 
This  is- More  titan  two  points 
-higher  than  the  5J$  par  cent 
offered  by  the  Halifax's 
branch-based  service  for  the 
same  amount  Nearly  fen 


years  after  Cheltenham  H 
Gloucester  latmdnd  the  ser-  ; 
vice,  postal  accounts  are  be- 
coming increasingly  popular 
with  busy  professionals  who  ' 
do  not  have  time  to  visit  a / 
branch  as  vreO  as  Hie  house-  ' 
bound  and  those  Who  cannot 
get  to  their  bank  because  they 
five  out  of  town. 

Pbstal  account  deposits  usu- 
ally range  from  £5,000  to  - 
£30,000.  But  some  banks  and 
bonding  societies  such  as-  the 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  now 
accept  deposits  of  £500. 
JSaiasbiuy  and  Tesco  are 
making  aggressive  inroads 
info  the'  savings  market  fay 
offering  ^h  rate  of  intei^t 
tin  kcctiunts  With  balances  of 
fast  El.  Both  supermarkets 
offer  65  per  cent  on  an;  , 
instant-access  account,  . al- 
though Tesco  imposes  restric- 


tions on  die  amount  that 
customers,  are  .allowed  -to 
withdraw. 

Most  societies  offer  24-bour 
tumround  on  transactions 
and  a growing  number  of 
banks  and  buHding  societies 
are  now  offering  postal  ac- 
count holders  a telephone 
service  as  wdL  These  include 
Bradford  & Bingtey,  Bank  of 
Scotland.  Cbeltenbam  & 


Gloucester.  Legal  & General 
and  Scottish  Widows. 


and  Scottish  Widows.  - 
For  tboro  who  can  tie  up 
their  money  for  longer,  there 
are  a range  of  3ftday,  60-day 
and. ,90-day  notice. . accounts. 

notice;' 

allies  Postal  accoiztiti  are  hot 
for  impulse  . buyera  Even 
holders  of  instant  access  ac- 
counts have  to  wait  for  their 


^ mail  to  arrive.  James  Higgins, 
of  Chamberlain  de  Broe.  the 
financial  adviser,  said:  “Postal 
accounts  are  for  the  older, 
more  organised  person:  foai, 
the  serious  investor  who  pfauT' 
ahead  and  is  maybe  saving  up 

'‘--  For  deposits  of  £1.000. 
Moneyfads  recommends  the 
First  National  90-day  account 
which1  offers  a rate  of  7.1  per 
cent.  Tbe  Scottish  Widows 
bank  has  a 60-day  account 
which  offers  65  per  cent  on 
£1.000.  . 

For  balances  of  EiaOOa 
. . Bristol  & West  is  offering  7.65 
'j.'per  cfait .oh  its  30-day  account 
Aflferrce  & Leicester  and  First 
- Nandhal  bffelJ75  per  cent  on 
insfani^access  accounts  for  the 
same  balance. 


suarn  ur 


Susan  Emmett 


Have  you  missed  ^ 
the  self-assessment  * 


deadline? 


Which?  untCafe...  has  certainty 
been  very  effective  in  deaftng 
with  cbe  Mend  Revenue.  My 
wriFe  had  a refund.-  of  £*73  on 
tax  overpaid.’  GO,  Hampshire 


The  Inland  Revenue's  key  deadline  of  30th  September  has  now 
passed.  This  means  if  you’re  required  to  file  a Tfci  Return  under 
the  new  self-assessment  regulations,  you  ihust  calculate  your 
own  tax  liability.  For  most  people  this  is  a daunting  prospect,  but 
don’t  panic  - ThxCalc  1996-97  will  do  the  hani  work  for  you? 


m . 


l^xCalc  can  save  you  time  an4Tnoney  . 

Now  in  its  15th  year,  TaxCakr  1996-97  fa  the  UK's  leading 
software  package  (Including  both  CD-ROM  and  disk  versions) 
which  will  complete  the  new  self-assessment  tax  return  for 
you,  helping  you  to  avoid  expensive  mistakes  and  calculate 
exactly  how  much  tax  you  should  be  paying.  Simply  enter  your 
personal  details  on-screen  and  TaxCalc  does  the  rest? 


shows  how  much  the  Inland 
Revenue  may  owe  you^ 

calculates  the  minimum  you're 
obliged  to  pay 

shows  you  how  to  claim  a tax 
rebate 


provides  a calendar  of  key 
seif-assessment  dates  to  ensure 
you  avoid  penalties 


Gotftpfetiiig  your  tax  return  couldn’t  be  easier 
Ifoii  can  print  oar  your  own  Inland  Revenue-approved  self- 
assessment  rax  return,  which  you  can  submit  to  die  Revenue 
in  place  of  its  own  Rettim  form.  TaxCalc  ^Iso  allows  you  to 
display  and  amend  the  figures  you’ve  supplied,  so  you  can 
judge  the  effects  of  changes  in  your  dreumstances. 


the  new  self-assessment  tax  return 
and  accompanying  schedule  sheet 


extensive  help  files  including  a 
number  of  Inland  Revenue  tax 
advice  leaflets 


It  really  couldn't  be  easierf  So  why  not  order  your  copy  today? 


comprehensive  self-employment 
coverage 


md  rartkoUp*  or  fern*  abet  than  that  tea  a Dtmknr 
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up.to  50  ways  to  improve  your 
tax  position 


t Make 
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pro  receive  your  copy  of  TaxCalc  1996-97,  please  complete  the  order  form  below  and  TSur 

with  your  preferred  payment  method  to:  Which?,  po  Box  89,  Dept  TP18,  Hertford,  SG14  1TB 

I name  and  address  in  BtOCK  CAPITALS  Pl£ASE 

, □ I «rxkse  a cheque  for  £29.99  made  payable  to  Which?  ltd  . 


□ I «rxkse  a cheque  for  £29.99  made  payabfe  to  Which?  ltd  [ 
Q pl«$e  charge  my  • 

□ Visa  O MasterCard  Q American  Express . - D Diners' 
the  sum  of  £29.99  . 

Card  No.  Expiry  Date 
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m.  *y&y  good  idea.  Hie  IFa 
omntainsa^irelatioiisjjjpwith 
me  top  providers  m the  industry, 

• u e cu^0mer  “n  benefit  from 
toe  houre  of  research  into  products 

There  is.  however,  the  small 
matter  of  commission.  A report 
nom  the  Personal  Investment  Au- 
thority. the  investors'  watchdog, 

this  week  simgests  that  souk 
Jttopoc*  providers  are  effectively 
bnyrng-  their  way  cm  to  such 
panels  by  offering  higher  commis- 
sion rates  than  rivals. 

It  also  suggests  that  best-buy 
panels  are  often  too  small  to  prov- 
ide a fufl  range  of  options  for  custo- 
mers. Of  course,  not  all  IFAs  allow ' 
their  judgment  to  be  clouded  by 


a little  too  cosy  for  comfort 


PHOTONEWS  SCOTLAND 


. 'ngCsAiVieVA-; 


MARIANNE  CURPHEY 
Personal  Finance 
Deputy  Editor  . 


commission.  However,  many 
began  their  careers  in  large  life 
companies  and  will  be  steeped  in 
the  sales  culture:  They  may  find  it 
difficult  to' make  the  switch  from 
agent  to  adviser. 

Most  IFA  firms  are  small  busi- 
nesses; many  of  them  employ  fewer 
than  50  people  and  some  struggle 
from  time'  to  time  with  cashflow 
problems:  The  temptation  to  sell  a 
product  wito  high  initial  conmiis-  * 
sion  rather  than  opt  for  something 
better,  but  cheaper,  for  the  custom- 


er, must  be  great  when  the  bills  are 
budding  up.  . . 

At  stake  is  the  trust  between 
adviser  and  customer.  Hie  very 
reason  people visit  IFAs  is  that  they 
want  to  believe  they  are  dealing 
with  an  adviser  who  will  recom- 
mend a product  that  is  tailor-made 
far  their  requirements. 

Attempts  to  standardise  commis- 
sion have  failed  once  already,  so 
this  is  an  unlikely  solution.  Unit 
trust  companies  recognise  the  prob- 
lem but  are  reluctant  to  rock  the 


boat.  It  is  a matter  that  NewRo,  the 
new  regulator,  must  address  with 
some  urgency  when  it  is  launched 
next  week. 

One  for  the  boys 

VIRGIN  DIRECTS  new  current 
account  mortgage.  One,  may  have 
an  appeal  for  sophisticated  inves- 
tors who  venture  into  the  choppy 
waters  of  borrowing  to  invest  in 
the  hope  of  earning  a higher  return 
than  the  debt's  interest  rate. 

During  the  flotation  of  Norwich 
Union  thousands  of  these  investors 
took  our  bank  and  credit  card  loans 
to  fund  applications  for  extra 
shares.  Virgin  One's- SL2  per  cent 
interest  rale  is  lower  than  many 
personal  or  credit  card  rates. 

This  may  make  it  a hit  for 
reasons  other  than  those  put 
forward  by  its  management  just 
over  a week  ago. 


Skipton  case  ends  in  tiers 


Skipton  Building  Society 
has  been  rapped  over 
the  knuckles  by  the 
Advertising  Standards  Au- 
thority for  a leaflet  promot- 
ing its  High  Street  Savings 
account. 

The  ASA  upheld  a com- 
plaint that  claims  about 
“new  higher  rates"  that  ap- 
peared in  the  leaflet  were 
misleading  because  not  all 
interest  rates  had  increased 
and  one  had,  in  fact,  gone 
down. 

In  its  defence,  the  Skipton 
said  that  the  leaflet  had  not 
claimed  "that  all  rates  were 
higher,  but  that  the  new 
investment  bands  now  of- 
fered higher  rates  for  new 
investors".  The  society  also 
said  that  it  had  not  received 
any  complaints  directly  from 
customers. 

Changes  to  the  instant 
access  account  meant  that 
instead  of  offering  three  lev- 
els of  interest,  six  levels  were 
now  available.  A new  inves- 
tor who  had  more  than 
£5,000  to  invest  would  bene^ 


Clare  Stewart  reports  on  a leaflet  promoting  higher 
interest  rates  that  was  ruled  to  have  misled  savers 


fit  from  the  increased  rate 
available,  said  the  Skipton. 

However,  the  ASA  was 
unconvinced  by  the  Sldpton's 
argument  and  has  asked  it  to 
withdraw  the  leaflet. 

Also  left  confused  by  the 
changes  to  the  instant  access 
account  and  the  lower  rate 
offered  was  Vicky  Shaw,  a 
Skipton  customer  from 
Langholm.  Dumfriesshire: 

Mrs  Shaw  opened  her 
High  Street  account  in  April 
with  an  investment  of  £2,000: 
The  interest  rate  was  4 per  - 
cent gross  and  Mrs  Shaw ' 
.was  told  that  if  the  balance 
fell  below  £2,000  the  account 
would  be  closed  automatical- '' 
ly  as  part  of  the  building 
society's  anti-carpetbagging 
measures.  " . 

Last  week  Mrs  Shaw’ 
phoned  her  local  branch  to 
check  the  current  rate  of 


interest  on  the  account,  given 
the.  increases  in  base  rates 
between  April  and  October. 

She  was  told  that  the 
interest  rate  had  in  fact  gone 
down  and  that  her  money 
was  now  earning  3.2  percent 
gross  because  the  account 
had  been  “retiered".  To  earn 
more  than  4 per  cent  she 
would  have  to  increase  the 
balance. in  the  account 
The  rate  offered  is.  says 
Robert  Shaw,  "ridiculous  in 
this-  dimale".  The  Shaws 
have  topped  up  the  account 
to  move  into  the  next  interest 
tier,  and  for  die  time  being 
they  are  retaining  the  ac- 
count because  die  local 
branch  is  convenient 
However,  the  Shaws  re- 
main unimpressed  by  the 
Skipton  offer.  “It  is1  poor, 
particularly  when  they  keep 
spouting  about  the  advain- 


or 


The  FTSE100  index  has  bad  a rough 
ride  this  week  and  investors’  nerves 
have  been  severely  tested  Uncertainty 
over  the  UK’s  intentions  towards  European 


shadow  Ihe  sort  of  share  price  movements  ’ 
seen  this  week.  The  advice  , to  those  who 
already  have  an  index  tracker  is  to  sit  tight ; 
and  take  a five-year  view,  according  to  Tony 


monetary  union,  the  fotroductipn  of  the  new  Wood,  maitetM  director  of  Virgin  Direct,  . 
order-driven  tratfirigsystem  for sMre  dfeafy.  yffidfotfiefc  a ' UK  Equity ~ Index  Tracker  . 
ing,  and  uncertain^-  in  worid  markets,  saw  Fund  investing  in  aB  the  FTSE  All  Share 
UK  share  prices  extremely  volatile.  The  companies.  He'said:  “Successful  investors  sit 
FTSE  100  opened  this  week  at  5£7L1  and  through  shortterm  blips."  ... 

closed  at  A97QJL  . . Rick  Lacailie,  bead  of  quantitative  invest-  _ 

Investors  who  hold  index-tracking  funds  - meats  at  Gartmore,  winch  runs  its  own  All 
have  watched  as  tome  of  the  biggest  names  ■ Share  index  tracker  phis  a FTSE  100  tracker 
in  blue-chip  stocks  fell  heavily  on  Thursday . . for-  NafWest.  believes  initial  volatility  ae- 
as  the  collapse  in  the  Hong  Rongmarket  companied  the  introduction  of  order-driven 
spread  . across  the.  rest  -of  the  wodd.  -trading  this  week.' but  the  system  should 
Particularly  hard  hit  have  been  groups  with  . soon  “settfe  down", 
a huge  exposure  to  the  Far  East  including  ' "Tracker  funds  are  a -sensible  way  of 
- HSBC  which  slid  9 per  cent  on  Thursday.  investing." said  Ian  Milward  from  Chase  de 
Unlike  actively  managed  investments,  Vere.  independent  financial  advisers,  "but 
tracker  funds  do  not  switch  in  and  out  of  the  UK' market  has  had  a good  .run,  and 
stodts.  birt  remain  weighted  iii  line  with  the  mvestora  may  want  to  diversify  into  other 
particular  index.  Rebalancing  of  the  portio-  markets  if  most  of  their  other  investments 
lio  is  prompted  only:  by  .very  large  price’  are  UK-based."  • . . 

movements.  Most  FTSE  100  tracker  funds  • • 

foQow  all  of-  tbe  100  companies  and  so  * : CLARE  STEWART 


Make  the 
most  of 
you  r money, 

Read  it. 


Reckon  you  could  get  more  from  your  money ? 
So  do  we.  That’s  wby  we  drink  "Your  Money  - 
How  to  make  the  most  of  it”  is  essential  reading. 

- IPs  a jargon-free  ' money  guide  from  TSB 
thafs  packed  full  of.  top  tips,  giving' you  the 
inside  story  on  making  the  most  of  your  money. 
For  your  free  copy,  call  our  freephone  number,  or 
■cut  out  the  coupon. 


Call  TSB  PhoneBank  now  for  your  free  guide. 

0500  758  400 
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tages  of  mutuality,"  said  Mr 
Shaw. 

The  High  Street  account 
currently  offers  rates  of  3 per 
cent  for  the  minimum  invest- 
ment of  £2,000.  rising  to  625 
per  cent  on  deposits  of 
£50,000  and  above. 

John  Dawson,  secretary 
and  general  manager  of  the 
Skipton  Building  Society, 
said  that  the  reduction  in  rate 
for  the  lowest  tier  was  part  of 
the  society's  move  to  keep  out 
carpetbaggers. 

Mr  Dawson  said: . “We 
would  love  not  to  have  this 


o .< 


problem  because  the  volume 
of  new  accounts  being 
opened  has  so  disrupted  the 
service  we  can  offer. 

“We  have  tried  to 
minimise  the  impaa  by  re- 
stricting the  tier  affected.  We 
are  keeping  rates  under  re- 
view because  we  appreciate 
there  are  existing  customers 
affected  by  it." 

Together  with  the  condi- 
tion of  maintaining  a mini- 
mum balance  of  £2,000, 
Skipton’s  further  measure 
against  opportunist  investors 
has  been  to  stipulate  that 
new  investors  putting  in  less 
than  £5,000  initially  have  to 
pay  £25  to  the  NSPCC 
Donations  to  the  children's 
charity  have  already  topped 
the  £300.000  mark. 


, * ,v 


Skipton  talks  of  higher  rates  but  Vicky  Shaw  and  husband  Robert  lost  out  under  "retiering" 


jjrr  The  wrong  choice 
at  the  wrong  time  could 
reduce  your  retirement 

income  hy  up  to  onei third. 


ISN’T  IT  WORTH  SHOPPING 
AROUND  FOR  YOUR  ANNUITY? 


£15,000 

£14,000 

£13,000 

§ £12,000 
O 

U £11,000 
^ £10,000 


Wiilf  Profits  Annuity 
3.5%  pj^ 
return  radcipflled 
U3SMj6* 

Wsb-Prafki  Annurry 
102273*  pj. 
return  uiftiiittJ 
£12^57.00 


Level  Guaranteed 
£10.128.00 

V4  Increasing 
£9.981-87 

Index- Linked 

£8.799.84 


1987  1988  1989  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997 

He  figures  in  the  above  graph  ere  based  on  a purchase  price  of  £100,000  on  1 April  1987.  ^ 

. The  form  of  annuity  k a joint-Efe  annuity  -male  and  female  aged  60.  payable  monthly  in  advance,  mu  reducing  on  first  death. 


Past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future  perfoinuuice.. 

Ybu . may  not  realise  that  when  you  take  the 
proceeds  of  your  pension  fund  you  face  a critical 
decision:  which  investment  route  and  which 
company  «*an  provide  the  best  possaLle  income  for 
you  to  live  comfortably  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

There  is  a range  of  different  options  available. 
Which  one  is  appropriate  for  you  will  depend  on 
your  individual  circumstances.  Some  will  be 
offered  by  your  existing  pension  provider,  some 
may  not. 

So,  we  invite  anyone  approaching  retirement  with 
a personal  pension  fund  to  examine  our  range  of 
retirement  income  plans  and  compare  it  with 
ti»se  on  offer  from  other  companies. 

After  all,  having  spent  many  yean  carefully 
selecting  your  plan  provider  and  contributing 


regularly  to  build  up  your  fond,  h would  be  a 
mistake  not  to  investigate  all;  the  options  before 
making  a once  and  for  all  decision.  Turning  your 
pension  fond  into  income  is  compulsory  and  your 
choice  irrevocable. 

Please  shop  around  before  you  make  your  final 
decision,  hut  especially  take  a look  at  what  The 
Equitable  has  to  offer  - there  are  no  second 
chances. 

The  above  graph  is  designed  to  show  what 
happened  to  five  identical  people  and  how 
different  their  outcomes  have  become.  The  graph 
is  not  designed  to  favour  one  route  over  another  - 
everybody’s  personal  cira im stances  are  different  - 
that’s  why  you  should  seek  advice  about  the  most 
appropriate  route.  Furthermore,  you  should 
appreciate  that  the  jnirinl  levels  of  annuities  and 


their  relative  positions  would  vary  depending  on 
the  date  of  purchase. 

Failure  to  exercise  your  right  to  choose  could 
prove  a very  expensive  mistake.  The  Equitable 
Life  offers  the  widest  range  of  retirement  income 
plans  in  the  UK.  We  offer  plans  that  can 
guarantee  a fixed  income,  can  be  inflation 
proofed,  can  be  linked  to  stock  markets  and  plans 
which  can  give  some  degree  of  control  over  your 
investment  strategy  and  income. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  The 
Equitable  Life  Retirement  Income  Plans,  by  post 
or  by  telephone,  return  the  coupon  below  or 
call  (0990)  38  48  58. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 
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1 expect  io  take  ibe  hene&s  from  a personal 

peuion  plan  in  dw  near  future  □ TMCF7B 
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The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  our  principles 
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A future  of  never  having  had  it  so  bad 


Hie  proclamation  from  Harold  Macmillan  in  the  1950s 
that  we  had  “never  had  it  so  good”  was  a chilling  future 
prediction.  Those  who  grew  up  in  the  1950s  ana  1960s 
benefited  from  a generous  welfare  system  and  favour- 
able tax  treatment  of  savings.  Today’s  young  must  start 
saving  very  early  for  the  same  benefits.  CAROLINE 
MERRELL  looks  at  a dark  future  for  diem. 


People  coming  up  to 
retirement  today  have 
benefited  from  substan- 
tial state  support  over  their 
working  life.  They  have  en- 
joyed a free  National  Health 
Service,  subsidised  higher 
education  and  generous  basic 
and  State  earnings  related 
pensions  (Serps). 

Today,  the  Government  has 
followed  governments  over  the 
last  20  years,  cutting  tax  relief 
and  withdrawing  welfare. 
Each  name  change  of  a partic- 
ular aspect  of  the  state  benefit 
system  has  heralded  a cut  in 
the  value  of  the  benefit  itself, 
with  the  result  that  the  youn- 
ger generation  is  now  being 
asked  to  pay  for  more  and 
more  of  what  was  previously 
provided  for  centrally. 

And  according  to  experts, 
they  are  having  to  do  this  from 
income  reduced  by  greater 
and  greater  amounts  of  tax. 

For  the  veiy  young,  the 
situation  will  tie  even  worse. 


Today’s  20-year-olds  will  nor 
be  encouraged  in  to  home 
ownership  with  big  tax 
breaks.  Marriage  is  not  as  tax- 
efficient  as  it  was  for  their 
parents  and  grandparents, 
they  will  have  to  insure  pri- 
vately against  redundancy 
and  sickness  and  they  will 
have  lo  save  a large  part  of 
their  income  to  pay  for  their 
retirement. 

The  biggest  expense  for  the 
younger  generation  will  be  the 


net  have  been  applied  to  the 
basic  and  die  state  pension. 

Reductions  in  state  pensions 
began  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  decade.  The  Conservative 
Government  decided  to  link 
rises  in  state  pensions  and 
other  social  security  payments 
to  inflation  rather  than  earn- 
ings. Because  earnings  rise  at 
around  2 per  cent  a year  more 
than  inflation  this  represents  a 


today  is  worth  only  £375.. 

. perfection  from  the  Depart- 
. . ment  of  Social  : Security  for 
homeowners  who  lose  their . 
- jobs  has  also  been  cut  'First 
/ restrictions  on  the  amount  of 
mortgage  that  was  protected 
were  introduced.  Marerecent- 

• fy  die  social  security  safely  net 

, was  cut  again,  so  now  very  few 

perarfe  actually  qualify  to  have 
their  mortgages  paid,  if  they 

• became  unemployed, 

•.  Mortgage  lendere-.are  cca> 
sidering  shaking  mortgage 
profiecoWpoboes  cdnipolsory 
. - — ihese='  *dd 

aroumttKa  monthtp  thecost 
of  the  raortgSgfe.  ' 


Golden  days:  the  postwar  era  with  Eisenhower  in  the  White  house  and  “Supermac"  Harold  Macmillan  at  No  10  was  an  oasis  of  prosperity  compa,red  with  today 


huge  cut  in  the  long  term.  In 
1 980  the  basic  pension  was 
worth  25  per  cent  of  national 
average  earnings.  If  the  break 
with  the  earnings  had  not  been 
carried  out,  the  pension  would 
today  be  worth  nearly  £100  a 


“We've  fixed 


our  mortgage 
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week:  instead  it  is  worth  just 
£62.  By  2030,  when  today’s  25- 
year-olds  come  up  for  retire- 
ment the  basic  pension  will  be 
worth  just  8 per  cent  of 
earnings.  At  today’s  prices  this 
would  be  £50. 

Serps  has  also  been  pro- 
foundly changed.  The  first  hit 
on  the  scheme  came  in  19S8, 
when  the  Government 
changed  the  way  in  which  it 
was  calculated.  A man  who 
started  work  in  1986  with  a 
salary  of  £15,000,  today  wQl 
suffer  a fall  of  £5,000  in  Serps 
because  of  changes,  assuming 
average  pay  rises.  Further  cuts 
brought  m this  year  will  cut  a 
further  EUX000  out  of  the 
projected  pension  in  2033.  ^ 

As  well  as  cuts  to  the  state 
pension,  in  the  last  Budget  the 
incoming  Government  decid- 
ed that  the  favourable  tax 
treatment  enjoyed  by  pension 
schemes  was  anomalous.  The 


concession  that  allows  pension 
schemes  to  claim  back  ad- 
vanced corporation  tax  (ACT) 
paid  an  dividends  was 
scrapped,  cutting  the  potential 
returns  by  around  CL5  per  cent 
a year. 

Those  contributing  to  pen- 
sions where  the  eventual 
payout  is  based  on  the  amount 


paid  in,  that  is  all  those  with 
personal  pensions  and  all 
those  with  money-purchase 
occupational  schemes,  will 
have  to  find  substantial  extra 
contributions  to  produce  the 
same  pension  they  would  have 
done  before  change. 

. According  to  Maurice  Fitz- 
patrick, an  accountant  with 
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' Chantrey  ■ Vellaoott,  the  ACT 
: change  w31.  cost  around  £200 a 
year.  This. means  that  those 
who  are  50  will  have  pay 
' £2,000  extra  in  contributions, 
while  those  that  are  25  will 
have  to  pay  £6.000  extra  in 
ointritiutions. 

Favourable  tax  treatment 
for  homeowners  has  also  been 
chiselled  away,  while  the  safe- 
ty net  that  protects  homeown- 
ers that  become  unemployed 
or  ill  hasbeen  severdy restrict: 
ed.  The  attack  on  mortgage 
interest  tax  relief  began  at  the 
begmnmg  of  the  1980s. 

- Since  then  the  prices  of 
houses  have  more  man  dou- 
bted. Using'  today’s  average 
mortgage  rale  of  85  per  cent  . 
:tax  relief  for  higher-rate  tax- 
payers in.  1991  would  havd 
. -.been  worth  a maximum  of 
.£1,000.  The  relief  for  basic  rate 
tax  payers  would  be  worth 
around  £625.  The  tax  relief 


|\/|H!fered ;ai  the  hands  of 
-JL  V"X:the  InfendRevenue, 
The  Married  COupte^s.  Allows 
ance  (MCA)  would  have  been 
worth  £732,  for  ,Jn©ie^fate 
taxpayers  in.  199^: marriage 
for  basic  rate  taxpstyerawauld 
have  been  wirth  E457.'  Now 
for  aD  taxpayers; it: is  worth, 
only  £275.  . - - - . 

Savings  products  -have  also 
come  under  Revenue  scrutiny. 
Those  who  toede  Out  mi  endow- 
mentpdiqy  hefcntT984wjukl 
get  tax  relief  da  tffepremiinns, 
typically  this  Would  be  Worth 
: around  £75  a year*  v ; : . 

AH  these  cals  means  some-, 
one  earning  thefaver^gewage 
today  of  £18500  wfllnow  have 
to  save  hundredsixif  -pcaaids . 
more  year  for  ppi^pos.  and  . 
extra  insurances.  Some  pen-  ■ 
sions  ejgjerts  believe  thattotal 
contributions  of  10  per  cent  of 
wages  will  be  needed  to  pro- 
vide.a reasonable  retirement 
fund.  The  investments  and 
savings  plans  that  are  avail- 


' able  for  saving  are  becoming' 
less  and  less  tax  efficient  The 
Individual  Savings  Account 
(ISA)  looks  as  though  it  mil 
offer  less  tax  breaks  than 
Personal  Equity  Plans  (Peps) 
and  Tax  Exempt  Special  Sav- 
ings Accounts  (Tessas). 


What  may  seem  like  bad  news  could  be  a buying  opportunity,  says  Gavin  Lumsden 


Six  of  the  best-known  investment 
trust  managers  are  gearing  up  to 
launch  a campaign  to  win  back 
public  interest  in  their  funds. 

Next  week  BaiEie  Gifford, 
Gartmore,  Henderson  Investors, 
Klrimvort  Benson,  Mercury  Asset 
Management  and  Schraders  will  an- 
nounce a plan  to  target  investors 
through  mailshots,  a significant  move 
in  a sector  that  has  traditionally  relied 
on  word  of  mouth  between  well-heeled 
investors.  Some  believe  it  could  signal 
the  development  of  a joint  marketing 
board  for  investment  trusts. 

Certainly,  investment  trusts  need  to 
boost  their  popularity.  Weak  share 
prices  in  the  sector  have  provoked  inv- 
estors to  withdraw  E22  billion  from  in- 
vestment trusts  in  the  past  12  montbSi 
causing  a videos  spiral  that  has  push- 
ed prices  and  demand  down  further. 
In  this  context  “what  investment?"  is 
suddenly  a very  good  question. 

(7aT  What  exactly  is  an  investment 
lx!  trust? 

HT]  An  investment  company  with  a 
l££]  share  quoted  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
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change.  An  investment  trust  invests  in 
the  stocks  and  shares  issued  by  other 
companies.  By  buying  the  investment 
trust  share  you  are  buying  a piece  of  all 
the  assets  that  it  holds  in  much  the 
same  way  as  when  you  buy  units  in  a 
unit  trust  . 

Investment  trusts  have  three  advan- 
tages over  unit  trusts,  however.  Unlike 
unit  trusts  — which  can  issue  more 
units  as  investors  demand  them  — 
investment  trusts  haw  a limited  num- 
ber of  shares. 

This  limit  creates  a demand  for  a 
trust  when  times  are  good  and  protects 
the  trust  from  having  to  sell  its  best 
assets  to  redeem  investors  who  want 
out  when  markets  are  poor. 

This  dose-ended  characterisic 
makes  them  ideal  vehicles  for  long- 


term investment  In  addition,  invest* 
ment  trusts  can  barrow  to  invests  a 
tactic  that  is  Imorni*  as  gearing. 
Although  this  increases  die  level  of 
risk,  over  the^ ^ fong  term  it  enhantxs 
their  performance.;  Thirdly,  they  are 
. cheaper  than  un&trtiks.T&ir  atVffl^ge-; 
annual  management fe  is  OBjper/cent, 
which  compares- with  1J2  per  cent  to  L5 
per  cent  for  unit  trusts.  ' 


S Discounts  are  a- fact  of  life  with 
investment  trusts  and  should  not 
put  you  off  entirely.  Their  rise  and  fall 
is  qraical,  dictated  by  foe  law  of  supply 
..-and  demand.:. Indeed,  discounts  can 
...offer  a.©»dJ>uying  opportunity  when 
prthgy  start ao * -.1. 


7"\]  So  why  have,  they  become  so 
jiJ  anpopulajf? 

nn  Investment, trust  shares  have  the 
Ll>i  unfortunate  ;habit  of  falling  to  a 
discount  When  this  happens  they  are 
worth  less  than  the  underlying  assets 
which  the  trust  holds.  Disrounts  have 
nearly  trebled  to  JLper  ceht  since  I994, 
although  this  is  nowhere  near  the  alt- 
tirae  low  of  30  per  cent  in  die  1970s. . 
Widening  discounts  always  make 
shareholders  unhappy,  and  there  hais 
been  a sharp  increase  in'  takeovers  of 
underperforming  trusts  this  year.  - 


>■*.  *•'  1 •ii.! :: 

[7"U  What  Is  being  done  to  reduce 
L-3EJ  discounts?  - 

FT]  HSBC  James  Capel  urges  inv- 
(•cy  estment  trust  managers  to  in- 
crease ther  appeal  to  private  investors 
by  launching  more  Peps,  savings 
schemes,  pensions  and  mortgage  re- 
payment products  based  cm  their 


Should  I pot  my  sawings- into  an. 
investment  trust?  - 


payment  products  based  cm  their 
funds.  " 

Investment  trust  boards  should  be 
made  more  independent  and  the  fund 
management  contracts  shortened  to 
one  year  to  increase  investors’  confi- 
dence that  their  interests  are  being 
locked -after.  Justin  Harris,  an  HSBC 
analyst'  stack  “People  should  not  give 
up  on  investment  trusts.  The  doom  and 
gloom  over  the  sector  is  a cyclical 
reaction  when,  people  perceive  there  to 
be  too  many  bad  funds.” 
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Insuring  your  health  has  particular  merits  and  difficulties  for  the  self-employed,  says  John  Givens 

Soloists  need  to  play  it  safe 


Clive  Tanner,  a graphic  designer,  took  on  more 
than  a wife  when  he  married 29-year-old  office 
administrator  Dee  Town  in  June — he  also  splashed 
out  on  critical  illness  insurance  and  accident  protection 
cover  to  hdp  to  pay  the  bills  if  accident  or  serious 
illness  prevented  him  from  working  (Jon  Givens  writes). 

Hie  36-year-old  businessman,  a partner  in  Creative 
Natives,  a Bristol  design  house,  decided  in  the  summer 
that  the  time  had  come  to  make  sure  he  had  some 
protection  after  being  self-employed  for  more  than  three 
years.  He  looked  carefully  at  the  schemes  available 
before  opting  fora  Black  Horse  life  living  Cover  Plan,  a 
critical  illness  pob'ey  which  pays  out  a lump  sum  if  he 
contracts  one  of  the  serious  illnesses  specified.  He  also 
look  out  accident  protection  cover  that  also  pays  out  a 
lump  sum  if  he  suffers  one  of  the  accidents  specified,  such 
as  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  arm. 

In  spite  of  already  making  some  provision  to 
provide  an  income  if  he  is  too  ill  to  work,  Clive  is  now 
looking  to  complete  the  cover  by  taking  out  permanent  - ■ 
health  insurance  (PHI),  which  will  pay  up  to  60  per  cent  of 
his  normal  monthly  income  while  he  is  imable  to  cany 
on  his  business  because  of  accident,  injury  or  illness. 

He  said  that  marriage  made  him  realise  more  than  . 
ever  the  importance  of  making  Sbre  he  coudd  jii&y  the  bills 
if  he  was  incapacitated  and  unable  to  work.  “Haying 
the  responsibility  of  a family  has  made  me  realise  that  I 
should  take  out  a policy  to  protect  my  income  if 
anything  prevents  me  from  working.  I like  playing 
football  and  it  is  always.at  the  back  of  ray  mind  that  I 
could  get  injured.  But  knowing  I have  some  cover  to  pay 
the  bills  if  something  happens  helps  me  enjoy  ttmore.” 
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B eing  self-empkryed  of- 
fers many  attractions, 
but  the  prospect  of 
being  unable  to  work  and  earn 
ah  income  is  not  cme  of  them. . 

If  you  are  oneofthe  millions 
employed  by  a company  offer* 
mg  a decent  sick  pay  scheme, 
the  chances  are  that  you  have 
little  to  worry  about  unless 
struck  down  by  illness  or 
. accident  for  more  than  a year, 
after  ..which  your  sickness 
benefits  might  come  to  an  end; 
. : However,  when  you  weak, 
for  yoursd&  therfear  of  being 
unable  to  ply  your  trade  will 
be  at  the  back  of  your  mind,  if 
the  worst  happens  and  you 
cannot  work  because  of  illness 
or  injury,  the  till  stops  ringing. 

However,  Britain's  3.5  mil- 
lion self-employed  workers  do 
have  another  option  — insur- 
ance cover.  Insuring  your  in- 
come by  taking  out  a 
.permanent  health  insurance 
(PHI)  policy  is  easier  than  you 
may  think,  although  bring 
self-employed  can  cause 
amplications. 

According  to  Allied  Dunbar, 
60  per  cent  of  PHI  policies 
issued  to  individuals  are  held 
by  self-employed  people. 

PHI  insures  part  of  your 
normal  income,  usually  up  to  60 
per  cent  of^ross  monthly  earn- 
ings,  if  you  cannot  carry  on  your 
normal  occupation  because  of 
illness,  accident  or  injury. 

The  monthly  oast  of  policies 
depends  on  the  deferred  per- 
iod, which  sets  out  how  long 
the  policyholder  needs  to  be 
unable,  to  work  before  the 
monthly  benefit  begins.  Com- 


panies offering  PHI  typically 
give  quotes . based  on  one, 
three,  six  and  12  months,  with 
the  premium  being  less  the 
longer  the  deferred  period.  . 

Premiums  also  differ  consid- 
erably from  company  to  com- 
pany and  depend  on  a number 
of  factors,  such  as  age.  occupa- 
tion. state  of  health,  family 
history  and  whether  toe  bene- 
fits are  fixed  or  go  up  with  infla- 
■ don  during  the  polity's  life. 

The  problem  that  the  self- 
employed  often  have  with  PHI 
is  proving  what  toeir  earnings 
were  just  before  making  a 
claim.  This  is  particularly  so 
for  those  who  have  only  just 
set  up  a business. 

To  make  sure  that  policy- 
holders  do  not  insure  them- 
selves for  more  than  their  act- 
ual earnings  — and  would 
therefore  be  better  off  claiming 
rather  than  working  — insur- 
ers check  very  closely  a claim- 
ant's position  before  paying 
benefits. 

Self-employed  people  have  to 
prove  recent  net  relevant  earn- 
ings — that  is  profits  from  the 
business  after  all  legitimate 
expenses  have  been  deducted. 

However,  a new  trader  will 
probably  spend  the  first  few 
months  earning  very  little 


•mire 


You  know  exactly  what  your  circumstances  are  today,  and 
can  choose  a pension  plan  to  suit  them  perfectly. 

But  what  about  tomorrow?  Or  next  year?  Or  ten  years  from 
now? 

What  yon  need  is  a pension  plan  which  is  flexible  enough  to 
cope  with  any  changes  la  your  .Efestjde  - without  making  you  pay 
a penalty. 

That  is  why  you  should  consider  an  Equitable  personal 
"pension  plan.  We  don’t  pay  commission  to  third  parties  for  the 
introduction  of  new  business,  and  our  expenses  are  kept  enviably 
low.  So,,  you  "don’t  have  to  commit  yourself  to  paying  identical 
■contributions  each  year;  they  can  be  increased  or  reduced  to  suit 
you -without  penalty. 

And  if  you  want  to  retire  earlier  than  planned,  your  benefits 
will  be  exactly  the  same  as  if  you’d  chosen  that  date  in  the  first 
place. 

What’s  more,  you  have  the  reassurance  of  knowing  that  your 
pension  fond  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  finest  investment 
trams  in  the  UJC 

So,  if  you’d  like  further  information,  by  post  and  by 
telephone,  on  a personal  pension  plan  that  lives  up  to  its  name. 
Call  (0990)  38  4858  or  return  the  coupon  below. 

www.equitabIexo.uk 

Infomntun/advkx  wiD  only  be  given  on  Equitable  group  products 
Kegnlated  by  lie  Personal  Investment  Authority 
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while  trying  to  develop  busi- 
ness, so,  if  a claim  came 
during  this  period,  the  under- 
writer of  a PHI  policy  might 
argue  that  the  benefits  agreed 
to  should  be  calculated  as  a 
percentage  of  actual  earnings 
rather  than  of  the  amount  a 
self-employed  worker  expects 
after  becoming  established. 

In  this  situation,  sane  insur- 
ers wOI  accept  your  most  recent 
employed  income  as  a bench- 
mark if  you  have  recently  left  a 
company  to  go  it  alone,  ah 
though,  as  with  many  insur- 
ance claims,  you  can  never  be 
sure  what  the  underwriter's  re- 
action will  be  until  you  claim. 

To  be  on  the  safe  side,  you 
should  ask  PHI  providers  to 


outline  their  stance  on  newly 
self-employed  people  making 
chums  before  you  buy  a policy 
and  ask  for  confirmation  of 
what  they  teU  you  in  writing. 

PHI  can  be  as  cheap  or  as 
expensive  as  you  want  it  to  be. 
depending  on  how  soon  after 
you  become  incapacitated  you 
want  the  benefits  to  begin. 

If  you  have  savings  set  aside 
and  you  know  you  can  contin- 
ue to  pay  the  mortgage  and 
household  bills  while  you  are 
ill  and  not  earning  an  income, 
you  should  defer  benefits  for 
as  long  as  you  can  afford  to, 
because  the  PHI  premiums 
fell  dramatically. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  every 
penny  you  had  has  been 
pumped  into  your  new  busi- 
ness and  you  wil  need  income 
as  quickly  as  possible  if  forced 
to  stop  working,  you  will  need 
a policy  with  the  minimum 
deferred  period  of  one  month. 

Deferring  benefits  far  as 
long  as  possible  makes  PHI 
affordable  for  most  people, 
although  short  deferred  peri- 


ods can  mean  the  monthly 
premiums  look  frightening. 

According  to  Allied  Dunbar, 
a 35-year -old  non-smoking 
man  wanting  indexed-linked 
benefits  of  £25,000  a year, 
based  on  normal  net  relevant 
earnings  of  £50.000  a year, 
would  have  ro  pay  £62.23  a 
month  for  a policy  with  a 12- 
month  deferred  period. 

However,  if  he  needs  a policy 
paying  out  after  three  months* 
incapacity,  the  monthly  premi- 
um leaps  to  £178.23  — more 
than  £2.100  a year. 

The  same  cover  fixed  for 
the  policy’s  life,  rather 
than  index-linked,  is 
cheaper,  at  £-14.73  for  a LZ- 
month  deferral  of  benefits  and 
£13123  for  three-month  defer- 
ral. although  toe  long-term 
side  risk  seeing  toeir  income 
eroded  over  time  by  inflation. 

Although  the  costs  can  seem 
prohibitive,  PHI  is  rapidly  be- 
coming an  insurance  that 
more  and  more  people  — part- 
icularly the  self-employed  — 


are  realising  they  cannot  do 
without,  especially  if  support- 
ing a spouse  and  children. 

Peter  Kelly,  Allied  Dunbars 
protection  marketing  director, 
says  that  PHI  providers  are 
becoming  more  experienced  at 
dealing  with  the  self-employed 
and  allaying  fears  of  claims 
being  rejected  or  downgraded. 

He  said;  “If  someone  is 
newly  self-employed  and  likely 
to  earn  very  little  in  toe  early 
days,  we  will  basically  come  to 
some  agreement  about  the 
earnings  expectations  of  the  in- 
sured and  refer  back  to  a recent 
salary  for  the  purposes  of  a 
claim  if  necessary.  We  always 
look  at  a claim  and  try  to  find 
reasons  to  pay  it  rather  than 
reasons  not  to,  and  most  reput- 
able insurers  will  attempt  to 
honour  100  per  cent  of  darms.” 

Allied  Dunbar  research 
shows  that  customers  rank  toe 
security  of  a company  and  its 
record  of  paying  legitimate 
claims  as  toe  key  measures  or 
an  insurer,  with  the  cost  of 
policies  down  in  seventh  place. 


you  MMmn  into  a PEP.  Fn  deals  M dm  ktmmu  Smtne*  Accouc  USA*  roa  MM  to  wnstonwo  ro  BAs  haw  yas  *>  m dwteo  You  mm  emnaywMaMM«*MfMM<w«iyoiinaMaM| 
Mm  MMtaa  Dm  poo*  or  knmonwua  sna  m mconm  from  mm  can  qb  down  a*  uni  a*  up,  you  mnr n*  »W  b«*  aa  nwefl  *»  mu  irmsL  Pan  porttwmsncs  a nw  noaastyagiaMtoluweMrimMica. 

teAMMllMMna  Autocrtri  naMraUUMK  SMnaar  Can.  Gnu  TomrSama.  Union  R3H  7XM.  Repwena  »ta  9077$ 


Plan  for 
your  tomorrow 
with  M&G 


Whether  you  are  an  experienced  investor,  or  thinking  of  investing  for 
the  first  time,  M&G  have  a range  of  products  to  suit  your  needs. 

The  M&G  Handbook  is  a comprehensive  guide  to  our  unit  trusts,  ' 
tax  free  PEP  and  savings  plan  - all  designed  to  meet  a wide  range  of 
investment  requirements,  from  as  little  as  £40  a month.  It’s  written  in 
Plain  English  and  provides  full  details  of  how  your  money  could  be 
working  harder  for  you. 

To  request  your  free  copy  of  The  M&G  Handbook,  including  details 
of  our  proposals  for  our  o irrent  fund  review,  either: 

call  0345  321  039  (24  hours,  7 days),  or  alternatively 

return  the  coupon  below,  or  visit  our  website:  www.iii.co.uk/m_g 
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The  Equitable  Life  j 

- You  profit  from  our  principles  J5 
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To:  The  M&G  Group,  Bristol  BS3B  7ET.  Please  send  me  my  free  copy  of  The  M&G  Handbook 


MR/MRS/MISS/MS  INrilAL(S) 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


SURNAME 
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Pensions  spoken  plainly. 

Ask  a straightforward  question  about  pensions  - or  even  a complicated  one  - and  we  II 


rive  vo 


u a straightforward  answer.  Our  experts  will  give  an  honest  assessment  of 


sour  current  position,  answer  questions  or  give  advice  - all  by  phone,  2+  hours  a day, 


264  davs  a year.  What  could  be  plainer 
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w'iS-  will  only  be  provided  on  Scottish  Widows  product*.  Issued  by  Scottuh  Widow*'  Fund  and  Life  A mi  ranee  Society,  a mutual  company.  Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority. 
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Well  give  you  the  money  to  live  on.  Call  0800  20  20  40 


Dr  Nick  Howarth.  with  his  dog  Jake,  at  home  reading  in  a special  chair  developedto  ease  fee.  symptoms  of  back  pain  sufferers  like  himself 
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A group  of  doctors  and  dentists 
have  launched  a campaign 
against  the  Medical  Sickness 
Society,  a permanent  health  insurer 
they  claim  is  terminating  policies  of 
longterm  claimants  through  die  mis- 
use of  secretly  Sirred  video  evidence. 

They  allege  that  MSS  is  asking 
claimants  to  describe  their  awn  symp- 
toms rather  than  retying  on  the 
independent  evidence  of  medical  ex- 
perts. They  say  it  has  been  known  then 
to  pay  private  detectives  to  film 
claimants  doing  things  that  are  sup- 
posedly contradictory  to  the  symptoms 
they  have  described.  One  doctor  claims 
he  was  followed  by  private  detectives  in 
a car  with  blacked-out  windows  and 
was  posed  a heavy  package  by  the 
company  drat  wanted  to  see  if  he  could 
pick  it  up,  a claim  vigorously  denied  by 
MSS. 

The  doctors  and  dentists  complain 
that  the  policies  are  terminated  on  the 
advice  of  a medical  officer  who  never 
examines  them  directly  but  simply  rel- 
ies on  the  video  evidence.  In  spite  of  nu- 
merous requests,  they  say  the  company 
refuses  to  disclose  the  video  evidence. 

MSS,  a subsidiary  of  Wesleyan 
Assurance,  which  has  seen  the  costs  of 
daims  rocket  in  recent  years,  says  that 
it  is  merely  defending  itself  against 
potential  fraud  and  denies  it  is  system- 
atically targeting  long-term  cases. 

However,  Dr  Nick  Howarth,  a 
doctor  in  Nuneaton.  Warwickshire,  is 
taking  MSS  to  an  independent  arbitra- 
tor after  tile  insurer  stopped  its 
payments  to  him  after  just  four 
months.  Dr  Howarth,  47,  who  took  out 
his  PHI  policy  wife  MSS  in  1978,  had  to 
stop  work  in  January  1996 when  he  had 
spondylosis  diagnosed.  This  condition 


If  all  the  world’s 


companies  were  British, 
you  wouldn’t  need  our 

Global  Tracking  PEP. 
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Net  all  the  bestcompaufes  are  Bxifebr  ftfcfcfais  afejr  notaO  pf  fee 
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ft  Growth  since  launch  in  July  1996  of  31.6%*  TAX-FREE*  wffch 
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ft  7S%  of  your  irwesfcnraA  trade  UK  compares  and  25X  tracks  companies 
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Doctors 


cure 


means  he  develops  a painful  neck  and 
loses  fine  control  of 'ms  fingers  if  he 


loses  fine  control  of 'his  fingers  if  he 
stands  upright  for  long  periods.  He  is 
currently  taking  morphine  for  pain 
relief.  He  started  claiming  in  April,  but 
in  September  1996  he  says  he  was  told 
by  MSS  that  it  had  obtained  video 
evidence  of  him  lifting  heavy  weights. 
It  then  demanded  he  repay  the  money. 

Dr  Howarth  said:  “They  say  they 
have  video  evidence  of  my  mobility. 
I’ve  never  denied  that  I am  mobile.  The 
point  is  I cant  stand  still  for  too  long 
and  I am  taking  strong  painkillers,  and 
I cant  work  as  a CP  when  I am  on 
them.  I told  them  I was  playing  golf  for 
exercise  to  stop  my  muscles  wasting." 

A 59-year-old  dentist  in  Leeds,  who 
did  not  want  to  be  named,  said  the 
MSS  had  contributed  to  the  break-up 
of  his  marriage.  He  developed  fibro- 
myalgia and  artiiiritis,  which  leaves 
his  bands,  particularly  his  thumbs, 
extremley  painful.  This  prevents  him 
from  holding  instruments  such  as 
drills,  which  are  essential  for  his  job. 
After  30  years  of  paying  premiums  on 


his  MSS  policy  he  started  to  claim  in' 


totally  stressed.  If  there  are  any 
stresses  , in  your  marriage  it  just 
destKjysft."  . 

Another  dentist  in  Northern  Ireland, 
who  suffers  back  pain  after  a spinal 
injury,  complains  mat  MSS  asked  for 
five  orthopaedic  reports  in  ten  months. 
He  then  replied  to  a letter  from  fee 
company  saying  there  was  no  change 
in  ms  bondmen.  The  company  accused 
him  of  exaggerating  his  dim,  even 
though  he  says  he  never  saw  any  of  fee 
reports,  arid  backed  this  up  wife  video 
evidence  it-daimed  it  had  of  him  doing 
physical  exercise. 

Lex  Difley,  die  MSS  daims  manager 
at  the  centre  of  all  these  cases,  denied 
the  company  was  doing  anything 


September 1994.  Fourteen  months  later ! I wrong.  “If  a claimant  describes  what 
MSS  fold  him  it  had  evidence  of  him  they  can  do  ur  detail  and  if  we  then 
doing  DIY  work.  In  spite  of  fee  report;  obtain  consistent  (fired  observation 
from  an  eminent  wepr*  fa  rhumatoiri-  - foatcaniradicts  what  they  have  said, 
gy  at  the  University  of  Leeds  coiifirin-./  what  do  you  expect  me  to  do?" 
tng  his  condition,  MSS  stopped-  his  Mr  Duley.  said  secret  filming,  or 
payments.  • - •/-  • "(fired  observation"  as  he  termed  it. 


When  pressed,  fee  company 
revealed  it  had  actually  seen 
him  taking  rubbish  bags  to  a 
tip.  In  spite  of  repeated  attempts  to  tell 


fee  company  that,  again,  the  lack  of 
control  m Wsfingers wasfoe issueiTOt 
fee  inability  to  lift  weights,  preventing 
him  from  returning  to  work.  MSS  has 
refused  to  resume  his  payments.  In 
addition,  ithastoidother  insurers  with 
whom  the  man  rook  out  top-up  policies. 
One,  Friends  Provident,  has  since 
terminated  its  policy. 

His  situation  made  him  difficult  to 
five  with.  “Managing  on  a.  state 
pension,  when  you-',  should  be  oh 
£30.000  doesn't  do  much  for  your 
outlook  an  life.  lt  leaves.you  feeling 


was  used  in  anty  a small  number  of  the 
2000  daims  deaft  wife  each  year. . 

The  company,  he  said,  usually  acted 
an  comments  from  doctors  and  occa- 
sional anonymous  tip-offs  but  only 
.terminated  a policy  if  there  was  a 
ievere- iaxmristemy  wife  a previous 
medical  report  He  insisted  that  the 
footage  was  -neyer  edited  and  was 
taken  over  a long  period  erf  time.  It  was  . 
not  revealed  to  claimants  because  it 
could  result  in  a time-wasting  argu- 
ments about  what  individuals  did  or . 
did  not  do  on  specific  days.  If  claimants 
realty  wanted  to  see.fee  evidence  they 
could  take  fee  company  to  court  ;he 
said.  - ” 

Dr  Howarth may  be  contacted  fay  e- 
mail  tat  10l74O.H65ftxompuserve.cani. 
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Virgin  One  puts  flexible  loans  in  spotlight 

The  launch  of  virgin  Lenders  are  moving  to  meet  demand 

One.  a new  mortgage  2 

and  current  account  by  JU-  l,,-—-,  r__  — unV fYlo 
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I would  like  more  information  on  the  Norwich  Globa]  Tracking  PEP. 
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The  launch  of  Virgin 
One.  a new  mortgage 
and  current  account  by 
Richard  Branson’s  Virgin 
Direct  has  highlighted  the 
growth  in  fee  number  of  new 
"flexible  mortgages"  which 
lenders  are  offering. 

These  products  are  de- 
signed to  free  homeowners 
from  the  rigid  payment  sched- 
ules which  lenders  normally 
impose.  They  are  intended  to 
appeal  to  people  who  can  pay 
off  sections  of  their  mortgage 
from  time  to  time  with  lump 
sums:  who  have  a good  salary 
but  need  to  borrow  heavily  on 
occasions;  or  who  are  self- 
employed  and  whose  cash- 
flow varies. 

This  latter  type  of  customer 
would  find  tlx  option  to  take 
mortgage  payment  holidays 
particularly  useful  during 


Lenders  are  moving  to  meet  demand 
for  loans  for  customers  with  90s 
lifestyles,  says  Marianne  Curphey 


slack  business  periods.  Bank 
of  Scotland  and  Mortgage 
Trust  already  offers  mort- 
gages where  payments  can  be 
varied.  Virgin  One,  a joint 
venture  between  Virgin  Direct 
and  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scot- 
land (RBS),  is  different 
because  it  requires  customers 
to  pay  their  salary  into  the 
account  as  welL 
Moneyfacts,  the  money  in- 
formation service;  points  out 
that  the  rates  of  interest  Virgin 
One  is  charging  are  "higher 
than  mast  flexible  mortgages, 
many  of  which  are  also  offer- 


ing very  attractive  incentives". 
Vicki  Bum,  Moneyfacts  edi- 


IT'S  EASY  TO  GET  MORE 

We  regularly  pay  up  to  30%  MORE*  than  the  surrender  value 
for  with  profits  endowment  and  whole  fife  policies. 

Ufa  Company  Offered  El  6^  v*  ran  l unror  nta 

PoBcy  Portfolio  Price £21,100  p_ ^ 

Don’t  Iota  out  - . . ^ 

contact  Pottey  Portfolio  Pie  today.  PORTFOT  TO 

R#BU**abyJfwP8fscnMlrs«s3TM#uDX!r^  VU1A  V Tail 


Cashing  in  your  Endowment  Policy? 

than  money. 


iff  JUUi  MIL 

More 


ORTFOLTO  I 

T 2S10S' 


Udlarift  primal  unn  riftsft*  Cftaftrfe. 
UedftffiwBrfffflfinB  Made  02  IN  2506 
ShA  Hat  CU  936  «Z7 

Cal  fees  feqsftaL 

MtDiMtQlWMilM. 

uutiiua.Hm.fwiCwm 


Sestet  SH  353  83B 
Fkn  awls  TIES 


• t?  ib* 

> Mir  waal 

l toaonc  Au±sca, 


Beale 


Bobie 


Vidd  Bum,  Moneyfacts  edi- 
tor. said:  “Sainsbuty’s  Bank's 
Onions  Mortgage  rale  can  be 
as  low  as  7.45  per  cent  for  a 
loan  up  to  75  per  cent  of  value 
and  they  also  give  £400  to- 
wards legal  costs.  Stroud  & 
Swindon  Buffeting  Society's 
flexible  Mortgage  has  a stan- 
dard variable  rate  of  830  per 
cent  and  offers  a cafe  rebate 
of  up  to  3 per  cent  phis  free 
valuation  and  free  legal  costs. 
Even  RBS.  Virgin's  partner, 
charges  only  7.7  per  cent  on  to 
Flexible  Ounce  and  gives  free 
unemployment  insurance  for 


four  years  although  it  has  no 
chequebook  facility." 

Simon  T^ler,  managing  di- 
rector of  Chase  De  Vere 
Mortgage  Management,  says 
the  ideal  flexible  mortgage 
customer  -would  be  in  their 
forties  wife  substantial  equity 
in  their  borne  and  with 
enough  discipline  to  borrow 
without  getting  into  trouble. 

He  said:  “This  is  not  a 
mortgage  for  first-time  buyers 
who  can  get  a cheap  discount 
or  fixed  rate  and  who  need  to 
know  their  outgoings  will  stay 
fee  same  for  the  first  few 
years.  Flexible  mortgages 
work  an  a variable  rate  so 
customers  most  recognise 
they  could  be  hit  by  higher 
rates.  They  are  ohty  a good 
idea  when  rates  are  historkalr 
lytow. 

“It  is  also  not  worth  switch- 
ing mortgages  if  yon  have  to 
pay  redemption  penalties;” 
Chase  De  Vert’s  own  product, 
the  Adaptable  lifestyle  Mort- 
gage which  is  backed  fay 
Mortgage  Trust  allows  pay- 
ment holidays  and  early  re- 
payment ana  currently  has  an. 
interest  rate  of  831  per  cent 

Mortgage  Trust  also  has  a 


Richard  Branson  is  turning  the  loans  market  upside  down 


Current'  Account  Mortgage 
hacked  by  RBS  which  charges 
an  interest  rate  of  8L24  per 
wit  It  fa  available  on  a 
minimum  balance  of  £25,001, 
unlike  Virgin  One  which  stip- 
ulates a minimum  debt  of 
£50,000/  - 

. : It  win  feud  up  to  15  per  cent 
of  the  property^  value  up  to 


£400.000.  Bank  of  Scotland 
offers  a Flexible  Choice  mort- 
gage which  allows  you  to 
suspend-  payments  for  six 
months  or.  up  . to  5 per  cent  of 
the  value  of  your  home.  Loans 
are  available  for  up  to  80  per 
cent  of  -the  value  of  fee 
property.  Current  Interest  rate 
is  a variable  8.44  percent. 


If  you  want  to  buy  shares  through  our  investment 
trust  Savings  Ran,  -we  worft  charge  ytju-f . And  look 
at  the  other  benefits;  .-/.-; 


We?ll  have  none  of  that” 


> Save  from  i20a  inonth.  Oriiivest  hHiip  sums 
■ fromjust£200 

> Choose  from  nine  investment  trusts.  Fbr  income; 
growth -or  both 

>-  Easy  access  to  ytiuf  money 

>-  Free  share  exchange  ’ '••• 

>■  Average  annual  returns  bC;lS.7%*  <wer  the  last 
five  years  1 • / y “ . .. 


ViARMNC:  ReaK  iBimnbg  that  put  pcfannaoct  a no  guide  to  tbe  future.  Hutet  and  currency  moveaients  may  aaat  tte  vatee  of  dares,  and  tf»  banc  from  than,  to  &H  u wefl  bHk  ad  you  may  get  back  less  than  you  imtsted  when  you  decide  to  aril  yob  stac*  T NOTE  The  only  mt 
on  purthaes  is  stamp  doty  of  &5K  usf  the  nmrfet  spread  betmns  buying  and  sefflnfi  prices,  imaaocct  tnaU  abo  pay  cdrtaSaaoe  dtagm  and  ad-wnWredoa  apeasm.  *SO0RCK  Wcmpri.  Image  growth  per  amnn  witb  pet  taenme  retowstrif  ow  flW  yen  to  VS/97.  The  Bgtn  b tased 

on  dm  av«^  rirere  price  perfareauK*  of  seven  at  die  nine  trusts  to  tfM  Phn.  Martin  Cnnie  Japan  Iwesnueto  Tnst  and  Premium  Trust  doom  have  five  yew  tccOcd*. 

I r Martin  Currie  Investment  ManagemeiV.  Urnttai.  Saltire  Court.  20  Castle  Ifenacc.  Edinbu^h  EHl  2ES.  Begtdated  by  IKSQ.  V 


on  0500  61  62  65 


THE  MERCURY  EMERGING  MARKETS  FUND 

/hen  you  invest  in  emerging  markets,  it  makes  ^5^  0800  882  884 

nhnnsfi  a fund  manager  with  an  mm  ww  


eek 


Angela  Knight  wants  to  see  a Speaal  investor  tcmim  ™ 


ills 


Angela  Knight,  former  Conserva- 
tive minister  and  head  of  the 
Association  of  Private  Client  In- 
vestment Managers  and  Stockbrokers,  is 
calling  for  the  formation-  of  a Private 
Investor  Forum  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  18  million  Sids  in  this  country. 

As  development  on  the  Stock-Exchange 
gathers  speed,  there  are  growing  con- 
cerns that  fl»e  voice  of  private  Investors  is 
not  being  heard.  Reforms,  such  as  the 
introduction  of  the  electronic  order  book 
this  week,  and  the  advent  this  year  rf 
aTnst  the  computerdriven  settlement 


system,  have  been  made  to  smttoe  neeus 
of  international  institutions,  die  bdieves. 

“Private  investors  get  .thought  of  as  an 
add-on.  not  from,  malice  aforetiioughl, 
but  because  all  the  thinking  is  done  on 
behalf  of  the  international  institutional 
rjtavers.  However,  this  is  not  acceptable 
Souse  three  quarters  of  the  volume  of 
business  on  the  Stock  Exchange  comes 
from  private  investors,  and  20  per  cept  or 
die  value  of  dud  business.  That's  a lot. off 
business  and  alot  of  good  business.". 

To  counter  this  influence  Ms  Kmghtis 
aiming  to  bring  togetho-  the  Bamkjtf 
PnpianH.  financial  -sendees 
the  Stock  Exchange  arid  investment 
companies  to  consider  thanges  beforc 
theyare  made.  On  rts»g«»da  T™!*? 
obvious  pitfalls  such  as  bow  the  stock 
market  will  cope  with  the  introduction  of 


Developments  oil  the 
Stock  Exchange  raise 
real  concerns  about 
small  investor  needs, 
says  Gavin  Lumsden 

the  single  European  currency,  and  die 
end  of  the  century  when  many  computer 
systems  are  due  to  reset  their  internal 
docks  to  zero  unless  something  is  (tone. 
Other  issues  wfll  bethe  extension  of  the 
order  book,  improvements  in  settlement 

time  and  indudtng  gilts  in  Crest  

The  Stock  Exchange  has  already 
demonstrated  the  necdfbrsudta  body- 
Days  after  its  histone  launch  of  the  order 
bode  it  announced  it  was  establishing  a 
snfrial  sob-conmrittee  to  look  at  die 
Lssues  fbr  rctail  investors.  This  committee 
is  prepared  to  change  the  rules  governing 
how  private  investors  interact  with  the 
order  bopfeif  proMemsemerge- 
Why  should  there  be  problems?  In 
theory,  die  order  book,  officially  known 
as  Sets,  the  Stock  Exchange  Electronic 
Trading  Service, should  be  good  news  tor 
all  investors,  large  and  small.  Since 


army  of  small-scale  traders 


Monday  investors  have  no  longer  had  to 

so  to  middlemen,  known  as  market 
Sakers.  who  charged  a fee  for  quoting  a 

buy  or  sen  price  for  shares  in  their  hands. 

Instead  buyers  and  sellers  can  now  enter 
their  orders  direedy  into  the  onto-  book, 
and  already  the  gap  between  th^buyand 
sell  price  on  many  shares  has  reduced. 

However,  most  private  investors  are 
barred  from  die  order  boric  becausert 
win  accept  only  tirades  above  £4,000. 
Their  ■'non-standard’*  deals  continue  to 
go  through  market-maker*  now  known 
as  retail  service  providers.  The  good [news 
is  that  the  RSPs  are  committed  to 
matching  the  spreads  on  the  order  book. 
The  bad  news  is  that  they  may  start  to 
charge  extra  handling  fees  to  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  fee  income  from  their 
institutional  clients.  This  fear  has  become 
more  acute  since  there  are  oriy  four 
RSPs.  One,  BZWs  Trade,  is  up  for  sale 
and  another,  Aitken  CampbdL  is ai smaD 
player.  This  leaves  Merrill  Lynch  and 
Ktefowoit  Benson,  who  could  devdopa 
lucrative  duopoly,  although  they  assured 

Ms  Knight  that  they  have  no  such  plans. 

There  are  other  pressures  drivingup 
the  cost ; for  prfvate  investore.  Two 
companies  whidi  provide  hnks  to  Crest, 
BTSvntegra  and  Swift  are  increasing 
their  charges.  Most  stodtbrokers  hmte 
pot  passed  these  on  to  their  chents  but 
give  wanting  that  this  could  change. 


When  you  invest  in  emerging  markets,  it  makes 
sense  to  choose  a fund  manager  with  an 
outstanding  track  record.  £10.000  invested  at 
launch  in  August  1993  in  the  Mercury  Emerging 

_ Markets  Fund  would  now 

jnrestment  be  worth  £16,590*.  A red 
hot  performance  that  has. 
helped  Mercury  to  win  the 
Best  Emerging  Markets 
Manager  Award1  for 

fwm^acdi  each  of  the  last  two  years. 

We  believe  that  there  is  still  great  potential 
for  the  emerging  markets  sector.  Astonishing 
economic  and  political  change  is  creating  an 
improving  climate  for  further  long-term  growth. 

To  find  out  more,  contact  your  financial 
adviser,  return  the  coupon  or  call  us  free, 
quoting  the  reference  opposite. 


To:  Brochure  Requests.  Mercuy  Fuid  M^gers 

KE4930.  London  EC4B  400.  Please  send  me  delate  tne 


Frstname 


Address 


■EST  OCEBCIW  MASKEIS 

FUtiS  MANAGES 


Postcode 


RCURY 


i -h  iir-Tni  Wr~.nl c AwiMtls  1996  and  1997. 

Asset  Management  pic  (regiiated  by  IMHU)-  Ja  iwg  


MARKET 


WORLD’S  MOST 

dynamic  emerging  market. 
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Get  more  out  of  Europe  for  less 
The  pioneers  of  Lodex-Traddog  PEPs.- 
in  the  UK  were  also  the  first  to  provide 
this  type  of  opportunity  in  Europe  - and 
with  an  annual  management  charge  of 
just  0.75%,  the  very  lowest  available. 

It  is  the  only  PEP  to  track  the  JT/S  & 
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Now  we  can  take  you 
into  Europe - still  at  the 
lowest  cost 
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linked  to  the  13  largest 

European-  markets.  With 

such  a broad  portfolio,  „ n .a,  ^ 

For  ytmr  puftw™  __  

we  spread  investment  . — ***  — <—*"“  ~ 

risk, minimise  overexposure  to  any’one  — . 
market  and  eliminate  exposure  to  | 
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in  June'1989. ......  . t_„„  „ | n—  --^T"  L GetiGKll 


^ the  most  dynamic  emerging  morkat  in  the  world.  How 

Eastern  Europe  is  fast  becoming  n— has  been  there  since  the  fall  of 

d.  we  knowT  earn,  million  in  Eastern  Europe.  And  we’ve  delivered 
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M » » -iUhle.  Cai.  now  hw  an  inhanmEon  pack. 


offer  «.!«  = «=  N-,u' 


r / > i*  ■ '»''w 


licvc  oyh  ■ • — T •,  i v ■ 

June  1989.  . ! . 

Tb'find  out  how  you  can.mvest  | Hon^ _ — - . imw-tal!bl*r . 

msfe  ii  in^ng-PEP.  call  now  - or  | 

turn ihe coupon- If  y°u  P«f«connn  S. “ " 

' . ^A-oypgfaJaCO.uk  , .e_e.faroim.<a  m w»Wi gp*1*.**11?1** 


0800  20  40  20 

<Cr  SAW.  fVI’Kt  )S1’I;.K 


taMdt 

■UiEiuir  m pw**" 


agsisggsES 


MEW 

EUROPE 

FUMD 

★ 


canl»23TWa»WAio 

(kgne  of  ita.  Saw  & 


MawboriyaMnon 


ftonaMateUngaw 

1900019 


F 


4 


* 

i 


i 


r 

i 


m 


i 


* — ■“‘-  ••"H.  '-A  ' 


58  WEEKEND  MONEY 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTQBER.25 1997  f 


L.m; 


PETER  WICHQtLS 


The  charitable  work  of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales  has  spawned  a host  of  spontaneous  commemorative  products 


If  you  have  regular  bills  to  pay  and  a family  to  support 
it's  understandable  if  you’ve  put  the  issue  of  life  insurance 
to  the  back  of  your  mind.  After  all.  insurance  can  be 
costly,  and  you  need  money  to  hand. 

But  what  if  someone  were  able  to  offer  you  the  level 
and  quality  of  insurance  that  really  makes  a difference,  for 
a daily  cost  that  can  be  little  more  than  the  price  of  a 
postage  stamp? 

Then  you'd  have  peace  of  m»nd  you  coufd  afford 
right  away. 

With  3 General  Accident  Term  policy  you  can  do  just 
that  Because,  for  a fixed  payment  of  only  £9. 10  a month 
(the  equivalent  of  just  30p  a day")  a General  Accident 
Term  policy  can  provide  you  -with  £100.000  worth  of 
insurance  for  ten  years.  Which  means  you  can  get  on 
■with  your  life  kno’wing  that  if  the  worst  were  to  happen. 

the  people  you  care 
for  could  get  on  with 
theirs. 


So  don't  delay  any  longer.  Give  your  loved  ones 
peace  of  mind  by  calling  Genera!  Accident  now,  or  by 
completing  the  attached  coupon.  Well  work  out  a 
personal  illustration  just  for  you  AND  send  you  a stylish 
pen  and  pencil  set  absolutely  FREE  and  without 
obligation,  ff  you  become  a policyholder  you  will  be 
entitled  to  choose  a further  free  gift  - a Black  and 
Decker  Cordless  Screwdriver.  a Custom  Monaco  Rod 
Bag  or  a Casio  Travel  Oock  Radio. 

We  reserve  the  r gfit  cffer  itena^e  gins  Th'5  offer  applies 

if  you  are  aged  bet* sen  20  z-d  ::  "rAisi-.e.  *Tnis  is  based  on 
a health/  male  nor-srrrl--e'  2ged  ?0  reo  brthday.  The  cost  of 
insurance  will  depend  on  zge.  sex  and  smalmg  solus  Full 
written  derails  a.-e  available  on  revest.  Any  financial  advice 
given  mil  relate  arty  Genera;  -cc  deo:  Life’s  products 
General  Acodera  Life  ■$  regulated  :•  she  Personal  Investment 
Authority.  General  Accder.t  Life  Assurance  Limited,  2 Rougier 
Street.  York  YO I IHR. 


General  Accident 


CALL  FREE  LINES  OaEfi  l A u-PUPS 


H.‘f  *9  sa  w <rs  a • 
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Send  to.  General  Accident.  Term  Policy.  FREEPOST  NEA  207Qil.  '.Vorv.sc?  S30  IBR  .f  it’ll. 
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Buy  this  little  teddy  bear  and  SQpwill 
go  to  Save  the  Bears  Appeal.  Spend 
E100  on  this  credit  card  and  25p 
will  be  given  to  the  Iruemation&l  Fund  for 
the  Preservation  of  Goldfish.  A percent- 
age of  profits  from  these  Christmas  cards 
will  go  towards  saving  pine  forests. 

Marketing  and  charity  make  useful 
a Hire,  and  messages  such  as  the  above  are 
a familiar  tag  to  the  promotion  of  diverse 
products  ami  services,  from  lavatory 
paper  to  insurance. 

Affinity  cards  where  credit  card  spend-  - 
mg  is  finked  to  a donation  to  a charity  are 
a particularly  common  example,  with  a 
proliferation  of  worthy  causes  benefiting 
to  the  tune  of  thousands  and  occasionally 
millions  of  pounds. 

The  death  of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
has  given  rise  to  a wide  range  of 
commemorative  products  being  offered. 
While  some  manufacturers  such  as  Wedg- 
wood have  held  back,  deeming  it  inappro- 
priate to  offer  any  such  products,  there  are 
many  others  selling  gifts  which  also 
promise  a sales-linked  donation  to  one  of 
the  Princess’s  favourite  charities  or  her 
Memorial  Fund. . • - 

However  legitimate  many  such  offers 
may  be,  the  number  of  these  promotions 
raises  the  question  of  how  precisely 
donations  are  monitored.  How,  for  exam- 
ple, does  the  purchaser  of  a caramemora-  - 
tive  set  of  coins  or  a mug  know  that  the 
manufacturer  is  giving  a . percentage  of . 
profits  to  the  charily,  arid  not  simply 
capitalising  on  public  interest  to  boost 
sales? 

The  difficulty  in  this  instance  is  compli- 
cated try  the  strength  of  response  to  the 
death  of  Diana.  “A  lot  of  people  com- 
menced production  and  fundraising  in 
such  a spontaneous  way,”  said  Kate  Day, 
spokeswoman  for  the  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales  Memorial  Fund.  Technically,  she 
says,  a lot  of  companies  may  well  be 
breaking  the  rules. 

The  Royal  Mail  says  it  is  also  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  on  same  of  the  commemora- . 
live  stamps  that  have  been  issued  and  off- 
ered for  sale  as  collectors  items  in  the  UK. 
same  of  which  claim  to  have  been  recognis- 
ed by  the  Royal  MaiL  No  official  British 
stamps  have  been  issued,  and  none  will  be. 
the  spokesman  says,  until  such  permission 
may  be  granted  by  Earl  Spencer. 

The  trustees  of  the  manorial  fond  are 
currently  assessing  the  many  applications 


Clare  Stewa rt  eaaimries 
ways  Of  finding,  but 
whether  comm^Qra^e 

product 

the  causes  that  were 


firm  companies vyan ting  to  sell  products. 
“If  a product  fr  sold  on.  the  basis  of  .a 
donation,  to  the  fond,  that  makes  it  a 
product  endorsement  and. therefore  re- 
quires the  agreement  aLthe  trustees," 
Miss  Day  says.  . •*  . . 

Because  of  the  rush  of  commemorative 
items,  she  added,  not  all companies  how 
marketing  products  haw  gamed  that 
approval  “We  are  mcmitoring "products 
we  have  not  heard  of,”  she  says,  as  well  as 
following  up  examples  of  product  promo- 
tions makmg  extravagant  claims,  which 
have  been  brought  to the  fund's- -attention 
bythepublic.:  • . ' 

Where  companies  are  approved  By  the 
manorial  fond,  the  terms  of  foe  arrange- 
roent  are  .'set  oiit  in  a contractual 
agreement  The  fond  is.  also  working  on; 
an  official  logo  that  can  be  used  on 
products  to  denote  approval. 

In  addition,  produces  sold  on. this  basis 
should  dearly  specify  the  nature  of  ' the 
donation  and  fodude  the  fund's  charity 
number  (06423$.  This' is  in.  line  with  codes 
of  practice  backed  by  groups  such  as  the 
Advertising  Standards  Authority  and  the 
Direct  Marketing  Association.  - 
Anyone  planning  to  spend  money  on  a 
product  or  servioe  that  is  linked  to  any 
charitable  donation  should  check  the 
small  print  carefully  so  that  they  know 
exactly  where  tiieir  money  is  going. 

The  level  of  contribution  should  be 
dearly  spelt  out,  together  withthe  name  of 
the  charity  or  charities  to  benefit  and  says 
the  ASA  “should  riot  exaggerate  foe 
benefits  to  the  charity  or  cause  derived 
from  purchase  of  the  promoted  product". 

The  code  of  practice  also  says  consumers 
are  entitled  to  ask  companies  to  disclose 
how  much  money  has  been  given  to  a part- 
icular cause  through  such  a promotion. 

If  a product  promotion  of  this  sort  is 
confusingly  or  misleadingly  worded,  it  can 


be  referred  to  bodies  such  as  foe  ASA  the 
Charity  Commission  or  the  specific 
charity  named  in  the  promotion. 

T, fading  national  charities  such  as  foe 
National  Trust  unsurprisingly  keep  a 
firm  grip  tin  product  promotion.  Under 
the  Charities  Act,  says  Margaret  Hopper, 
corporate  development  manager  of  foe 
1 National  TYust,  “all"  commercial  deals 

. have  to  have  a contract”.-  - 
- “ Earlier  this  year,  for  example.  Green 
Hag-  launched  a vehide  rescue  service 
offer  for  trustmerabers,  promising  to  give 
foe  trust  20  per  cent  of  foe  sales  price  of 
either  of  foe  two  policies  bring  offered. 

' .This  is  dearly:  stated  on  all  publicity 
: and  the  company  has  to  supply  state- 
ments. We  also  have  the  right  to  audfF 
tfeir  books, “ says  Mrs  Hopper.  The  trust 
also  asks  . for  a minimum  guaranteed 
donation  from  companies  iii  the  first  year, 
“so  that  the  trust  does  nat  lose  oiit  by 
lending  its  name." 

: One  of  foe  most  valuable  such  rriation- 
sftaps  for  foe  trust  has  beat  the  Affinity 
card  isstied fry  Midland  Bank  which  over 
.the  past  eigbf  years  has  generated  about 
£L5miUian. 

I * •"  *. 

ffinity  cards  have  long  been  mar- 
keted as  a painless  way  of  SUppOTt- 
_ _ ^ing  a good  causes  An  initial  royalty 
is  paxfto  foe  charity  when  the  card  is  first 
Issued,  and  foot  a proportion  of  the  spend 
— usually  25pper  £100 — donated  by  the 
. issuing  bank  to  the  rdevent  cause. 

: The  latest  issuer  in  foe  UK  is  MBNA, 
wifomore  than 500 associated  groupsan|F: 
charities, liKluding  foe  World  Wide  Fund 
for  Nature  and  the  Prince’s  Youth 
Business  Trust  Among  high  street  banks, 
for  example,  foe  Bank  of  Scotland  has  85 
affinity  cards,  with  beneficiaries  includ- 
ing foe  RSPGA.  NSPCC  and  the  Anthony 
Nolan  Benue  Marrow  Trust 

Contractual  agreements  between  a 
bank  and  charity  mean  that  cardholders 
must  be  notified  if  the  arrangement 
. changes  or  lapses.  Cardholders  can  also 
fold  out  by  how  much  a particular  charity 
has  benefited,  something  that  is  nor 
always  writ  publicised  except  perhaps  by 
foe  largest  groups.  ■ ■ 

Advertising  Standards  Authority.  0171- 
58055S5;  The  Charity  Commission,  OOt 
210  4477:  The  Diana,  Princess  of  WSfes 
MemorialFund  (donations)  0990  664422. 
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Take  a charitable  line  on  rates 


Banks  and  building  soci- 
eties are  being  urged  to 
offer  more  flexible  ac- 
counts and  better  interest  rates 
to  charities  that  bank  with 
them.  However,  some  provid- 
ers that  restrict  the  number  of 
withdrawals  from  accounts 
say  they  do  so  to  keep  down 
costs. 

Even  those  banks  that  em- 
phasis their  ethical  roots,  such 
as  foe  Co-Operative  Bank, 
may  not  necessarily  pay  foe 
best  interest  rates  to  charities. 
For  example,  the  Co-Op 
Bank'S  investment  account 
pays  434  per  cent  on  balances 
of  £500  and  above.  But  that  is 
restricted  to  a 90day  notice 
account  For  cheque  accounts, 
foe  rate  is  just  3 per  cent  on 
balances  of  El  or  more,  but 
charges  may  be  levied. 

MoneyFacts,  the  money  in- 
formation sendee,  prefers  in- 
vestment managers  who  offer 
tailor-made  accounts  for  chari- 
ties. COIF  Charity  Funds  (0171  ■ 
588  1815)  has  an  instant  access 
deposit  account  that  pays  in- 
terest  of  635  per  cent  gross  on 
sums  of  El  or  above. 

The  CafCash  Account  run 
by  the  Charities  Aid  Founda- 
tion {CAT)  is  offering  a com- 
petitive rate  of  return  (current 
interest  rate:  6.77  per  cent)  on  a 
minimum  balance  of  £1. 

Sue  Pavey.  CAF  Banking 
and  Investment  services  man- 
ager. says:  "The  account  is 
open  to  registered  charities 
and  organisations  with  chari- 
table aims.  It  was  launched  in- 
1986  and  pays  the  same  rate  of 
interest  cm  sums  of  El  and 
above.”  CAF  has  an  arrange- 
ment with  Midland  Bank  that 
allows  members  to  deposit 
cash  at  branches  without . 
charge.  It  has  similar  arrange- 
ments with  banks  in  Scotland. 

The  CafCash  deposit  ac- 
count does  not  provide  cash 
withdrawals  or  overdrafts,  so 
any  cheques  that  might  tip  foe 
account  into  the  red  are  not 
cleared.  CafCash  also  runs  a 
cheque  account  (hat  charges 
20p  for  each  cheque  and 
provides  standing  orders,  dir- 
ect debits  and  foreign  pay- 
ments. 

CAF  has  also  launched  a 
CafGold  fund  that  has  attract- 
ed £73  million  of  charitable 
money  since  the  start  of  Au- 
gust Ms  Pavey  says:  “It  is  a 


Give  and  take  it  is  often  .difficult  to  get  a good  return 


straight  deposit  account  with 
no  chequebook . facility  and 
this  allows  us  to  pay  higher 
rates  of  interest"  There  is  no 
notice  period  for  transfers  of 
funds  to  other  bank  accounts. 
It  is  currently  paying  6J5  per 
cent  on  balances  under  £2 
million  and  6.98  on  balances 
over  £2  million.  CAFs  bank- 
ing service  may  be  contacted 
on  01732  520033. 

If  you  intend  io  set  up  a 
charity  account  and  need  to 
register  officially  to  have  char- 
itable status,  call  foe  Charity 
Commission  (0171-210  3000). 

Under  foe  Charities  Act.  you 
have  to  keep  accounts  that 
may  be  viewed  by  the  public. 
The  Charity  Commission  has 
several  leaflets  explaining  how 
to  set  up  a charity.  There  are 
four  main  qualifying  areas: 
religion,  education,  foe  benefit 
of  society,  and  charitable 
causes. 

The*  commission  also  has. 


information  about  making  do- 
nations to  charities  in  the  most 
cos-effective  way. 

Christine  Bayliss,  Money- 
Facts  investment  editor,  says 
there  are  a number  of  good 
rates  for  charity  accounts  now 
available.  She-lflces  the North- 
ern Rode  (0900505000)  charity 
instant  access  account  which 


is  currently  paying  63  per  cent 
on  balances  of  £]  and  above, 
interest  is  half-yearly. 

Market  Harborough  Build- 
ing Society  (0I8SB  463244)  has 
an  instant  access  account  pay- 
r.c  fog  5.9  pcr.ceat  an  sums-, of  £1. 

' interest  is  paid  yearly. 

Similar  accounts  designed 
specifically  for  charities  and 
paying  competitive  rates  on 
small  balances  are  available 
from  the  Nottingham  and  Saf- 
fron Walden  Building 
Societies.  :- 

lor  higher  balances,  the^ 
Ecology  Building  Soci- 
ety (01535  635933),  pays 
4.6  per  cem  yearly  on  sums 
-between  E25  and  £50,000. 
while  Marsden  Building  Soci- 

■ -ety  (01282  440500)  accepts 
sums  of  up  to  £100,000  and 
pays  a 5 per  rent  rate  of 

. interest,  but  will  open  charity 
accounts  only  for  local  resi- 

■ dents.  Interest  is  yearly. 

An  alternative  is  foe  Trea- 
surer’s Account,  from  Nat- 
ional Savings,  launched  in 
September  last  year.  It  is  avail- 
able to  non-profit  organisa- 
tions with  a minimum  of 
£10,000  to  invest  It  pays  55 
per  cent  gross  ctn  balances  of 
£10,000  to  £24.999  and  5.75  per 
cent  gross  on  balances  from# 
£25,000  to  £99,999.  W 

■ Meanwhile,  CAF,  the  Insti- 
tute of  Chartered  Accountants 
in  England  and  Wales  and 
Charity  Forum,  is  sponsoring 
the  1997  Charity  Annual  Re- 
port and  Accounts  Award. 
Deadline  for  entries  is  October 
.31  and  there  are  prizes  of 
£2,000.  Call  Nikki  While, 
CAF,  on  01732  520074. 

. Marianne  Curphey 


Your  Life  Assurance  can  be  cheaper 


Policy 

Choice 

Direct 


the  financial  people 
who  let  you  choose 


Our  Unique  Service  is  TREE 

♦ Onr  FREE  GUIDE  gives  you  the  fact* 

♦ Oar  FREE  fittings  igt  yon  cotnpan 
the  rates  of  the  top  companies 

♦ We  fcirangie  yoor  policy 

♦ We  ttftmd  jwur  Bat  two  month* 
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0500  813913 
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Jmu  Hendrix  never  did  it, 
George  Gershwin  did  not 
bother,  and  it  certainly 
"slipped  the  mind  of  Pablo 
Fkasso.  But  they  were  not 
‘ alone.  Two  out  of  three  adults 
never  make  a:  will,  according 
to  the  Law  Society.  ‘ 

Even  if  your  estate  is  not 
worth  as  much  as  Picasso'S 
£280  million,  dying  intestate 
leads  to  administrative  chaos 
and  inevitable  family  argu- 
ments. in  some  cases  only 
^ expensive  .legal  action  can 
f*  resolve  a disputed  estate. 

* If  you  do  make  a wiB.  you 
■.  can  ensure  teat  even  your 
most  eccentric  wishes  are  car- 
ried out  Ian  Fleming,  tee 
_ creator  of  James  Bond,  left 
_ four  friends  £500  each  on  the 
ground'  teat  they  should 
• die  same,  within  12 

months  of  receipt  in  some 
extravagance". 

If  you  do  not  make  a will,  the 
Government  wQl  do  it  for  you. 
The  law  only  recognises  rela- 
tives with  a direct  blood  link  so 
. your  hard-earned  money  might 
end  up  in  the  taxman’s  pocket, 
and  your  friends  and  family  or 
favourite  charities  get  nothing. 
4 Surely  that  is  a far  more 
7 morbid  thoi^ht  than  confront- 
' mg  your  own  mortality?  The 
Law  Society  thinks  so,  which  is 
'why  it  is  organising  Make  a 
Will  Week  from  October  27  to 
November  2 

If  your  estate  is  straightfor- 
ward, you  may  think  that 
making  a will'  is  easy.  Moist 
high  street  stationers  will  sell  a 
DIY  pack.  All  you  need  to  do  is 
fill  in  the  form  and  save  the 
money  you  would  have  spent 
on  a lawyer. 

A will  has  to  meet-certain 
legal  requirements  for  it  to  be 
valid.  For  a start,  it  must  be 
^witnessed  by  two  people  who 
^vill  noT  benefit  from  it  Unless 
this  is  done,  the  will  is  worth- 
less. If  your  will  is  home- 
made, it  is  a good  idea  to  show 
. it  to  a soiidtqr.lD  avoid  any. 

. mistakes.  There  are  strict  rules ~ 
dictating  where  .your-  mosey 
goes  if  you  die  intestate: 

■ Unmarried  couples: 

Few  people  realise  that  tee  law 
does  not  recognise  live-in  part- 
ners. A couple  may  have  been 
living  together  for  years,  but: 
the  surviving  partner  will  get 
- nothing.  Tbemonet  yrill  sfflj  gof 
to  the  next  of  km.-  however 
distant  The  surviving  partner 
could  also  lose  their  home,' 


Juni  Hendrix  died  integrate,  whidi  ran  cause  family  disputes 


unless,  the  property  cranes 
under  joint  names. 

Long-running  disputes  have 
arisen  from  families  cutting 
off  the  deceased*  partner.  It  is 
possible  to  go  to  court  if  tee 
surviving  partner  had  been 
financially  dependent  on  the 
deceased  or  they 'had  lived 
together  for  more  two  years 
before  the  death.  But  the  legal 
proceedings  are  usually  long 
and  complicated. 

■ Married  without  children: 

It'  pays  to  rnftltp  a will  even  if 
‘you  are  married.  Under  intes- 
tacy rules,  if  you  have  no 
children,  the  spouse  will  get 
everything  up  to  £200^00L  The* 
rest  is  divided  betwedi-ybuf . 
spouse  and  your  parents.  If 
your  parents  are  no  longer 
alive,  their  share  will  go  to  your 
brothers  Or  sisters  dr  their 
children.,  • . • - 

■ Married  with  children: 
Without  a will,  your  spouse 
-null  get'  everything  up  to 
'□25Q00:  TJusseems  straight- 
^if^est^wo^ 

have  property  that  is  worth 


mare?  Under  intestacy  rules 
your  spouse  could  be  in  dan- 
ger of  losing  his  or  her  home. 

The  rest  of  the  money  is 
divided  in' half  The  children 
will  receive  half  once  they  are 
over  IS  years  old.  The  other 
half  wiQ  go  into  a trust  Your 
spouse  wiD  receive  tee  income 
this  generates  but  not  tee 
capital,  whidi  would  eventual- 
ly go  to  the  children. 

■ Tax  liability: 

If_your  estate  is  worth  more 
than  £215,000,  the  threshold 
for  inheritance  tax,  legal  ad- 
vice is  paramount  This  may 
<x*m  a large  amount  .but  by 
tee  time  you  count  the  house, 
the  car  and  the  furniture  rt  is 
amazing  how  this  threshold 
disappears.  Reducing  tee  val- 
ue of  your  estate  during  your 
life  by  making  gifts  is  one  way 
to  lessen  this  tax  burden.  But 
this  is  hardly  ideal  if  you  need 
the  money  to  live  on. 

. The  . passing  of  an  estate  . 
between  spouses  is  exempt 
from  inheritance  tax,  tot  leav-’'; 
ing  it  all  to  your  partner  will 
oiuy  increase  inheritance  tax 
liability  when  they  die.  It  may 


be  best  to  siphon  off  some  of 
..your  wealth  in  your  will.  A 
good  solicitor  can  draft  your 
will  so  teat  your  property  is 
distributed  in  the  most  tax- 
efficient  way. 

■ Appointing  a guardian: 
if  you  do  have  children,  this  is 
a good  opportunity  to  discuss 
related  issues  such  as  appoint- 
ing a guardian.  There  are  no 
specific  rules  that  govern  who 
lakes  over  the  parent's  role. 
This  derision  is  left  to  the 
surviving  family. 

But  what  happens  if  rela- 
tives are  not  able  to  cope  with 
your  children?  Grandparents 
may  be  too  old  to  look  after 
lively  teenagers  and  other 
dose  relatives  may  live  miles 
away.  A danse  in  your  wffi 
puts  everyone's  mind  at  rest 
including  your  children's,  who 
may  not  want  to  live  with  their 
eccentric  aunt  and  her  cat 

Yon  do  not  have  to  be  rich  to 
make  a will,  and  it  certainly 
will  nor  cost  much.  Hie 
amount  it  takes  to  son  out 
problems  caused  by  inade- 
quate home-made  wills  is  usu- 
ally greater.  Will-writing 
services,  insurance  com- 
panies. building  societies  and 
banks  can  all  help  trite  pre- 
paring wills. 

A straightforward  will  costs 
around  E50  and  a couple 
making  similar  wills  would  be 
charged  £75.  But  many  solici- 
tors wiD  be  offering  discounts 
during  Make  a Will  Week. 

After  making  an  appoint- 
ment to  see  a solicitor,  list  the 
things  you  would  like  to  leave. 
Indude  insurance  policies, 
any  property  you  own  as  well 
as  treasured  possessions.  You 
must  also  list  Premium  Braids, 
even  though  they  are  not 
transferable. 

You  must  also  appoint  an 
executor,  who  will  be  in  charge 
of  carrying  out  your  wishes 
after  your  death.  The  executor 
or  executors  — you  can  have 
more  titan  one  — can  be  a 
beneficiary  of  your  wilL  Most 
people  choose  their  grown-up 
children,  a relative  or  a dose 
friend.  But  your  solicitor  can 
act  as  executor  if  you  do  not 
know  anyone  suitable. 

Once  you  have  made  your 
wilL  do  not  just  put  it  in  a 
drawer  and  forget  about  it  — 
dfflditn  grijW  up,  Tour  finan- 
cial situation  might  change.  It 
is  important  to  update  your  will 
every  three  to  five  years. 


POSTAL  PLUS  30  DAY  ACCOUNT 


the  best  rate 
on  the  table 

SEE  HOW  WE  COMPARE 


Postal  Plus 


729% 

7-50% 

5.45% 

5.80% 

5.55% 

5.65% 

5.80% 

6.10% 

ti 


4.90% 


• The  comparison  table  tells  the  story.  Postal  Plus  beats  these 
notice  accounts. 

• Our  tiered  interest  rates  reward  greater  investments.  Minimum 
investment  £500.  maximum  £200.000. 

• Only  30  days'  notice  required  for  unlimited  withdrawals, 
e Operate  your  account  by  first  class  post,  paid  by  us. 

y The  Royal  Bank 
7li5  of  Scotland 


FOR  DETAILS  OF  HOW  TO  BET  THE  BEST  INTEREST  CALL 

0800  121  121 

UNES  OPEN  8 AM-8  PM  WEBCDMS,  9 AM-5  Pll  SAT,  10  AM-4  PM  SIN 
Please  quote  coda Trawteocalfinp.  ' ^ 

Or  complete  the  Information  below  awl  send  to:  The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pte,  FREEPOST,  j 

. loi.PriwroSrwi,ltei»*ester^^  j 


i Surname  (MtfMre/Miss/MsL 
i first  names  (to 


} Tfl  ~^no-CTe^ng : — 

•!  cwioiinn  Rnval  Baik  custonw?  IteQ  No  Q - 


Please  send  more  infomtaSon  LJ 

■or 

l/We  enclose  a cheque  fer£ 

to  inwst  In  a PosM  Plus  30  Day  Account. 
Cheques  made  payable  b 
The  Royal  Bank  of  Scottaod  pic. 

SgnaUie 1 - 


d d n n v . r 


so**  do******.  NUB***  om  bi mMAil 


Hty  to  BttalhuSflqf'  notca.  Ai 
wtffttMBif  IMhetitaHmd 
*0  M UoU  feMptoad  OKA 


c o R P o R A T 


B O X D ?.  T:  P 


ncome 

Steady  ♦ Regular  ♦ Tax-Free 


If  you  have  savings  In  bank  or  building  society  deposit 
accounts,  and  you’re  looking  to  get  a higher  return  from 
your  money,  you  should  consider  the  Scottish  Widows 
Corporate  Bond  PEP. 

It  offers  you  the  potential  for  a higher,  steadier 
income  - and  what’s  more,  you  receive  all  your 
income  tax-free.  You  can  invest  anything  from  £1,000 
up  to  £6,000  - and  you  could  expect  an  income  of 
around  7.0%  fxa^  as  you’ll  see  below. 

So,  if  a high  regular  income  is  what  you  want,  and 
you’d  also  like  it  to  be  steady  and  tax-free,  shouldn't  you 
find  out  more  about  our  new  Corporate  Bond  PEP  today? 


7.06%  p-a.  Estimated  Income  Yield. 

6.56%  Estimated  Gross  Redemption  Yield. 
As  at  i.937.%* 


For  more  information  cal!  us  now*,  or 
send  bade  the  coupon  below. 

0345  6789  10 

Quote  reference  no.  27 1 BP  1 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


1 


Opcoro  IK  ration*  end,,  ngod  o-cc  lljadinldnMikUKfannpiapim. 
WIc  «Htl  never  iwhcy—  cMmliAInmnlliHt  «>  odKrntpnlMI loro.  Hum. 
bijou.  lfnvuidd|niriiM  u>  recehc  ibb  k&nvUoa,  (de—r  nil  ih*>  box.  [~~1 


wiD  ocafc-uBv  tell  vna -boui  auro 


i which  n bdho  «d  he  of  Intaat 
Reference  Number:  771  Bf  I 


hTw  Grass  Redemption  Yield  account  of  the  rapiud  repayments  at  maturity  of  the  bonds  held  in  the  portfolio  as  well  as  income  payments.  The  value  of  units  and  any  income 

Irani  them  may  go  down  as  wel  as  up  and  investors  may  not  get  back  the  amount  originally  invested.  More  than  35%  in  vabe  ol  the  fund’s  investments  may  consist  of  Government 
and  other  public  securities  issued  by  the  same  tssuerfs).  Tax  assumptions  are  adged  to  statutory  change  and  the  value  to  an  Investor  of  any  tax  advantages  depends  on  personal 
circumstances-  The  tax  treatment  of  PEPS  wffl  change  at  Aprfl  1999.  With  a bidding  society  deposit  account  your  capital  is  secure.  'For  your  protection  pnircals  In  Scottish  Widows ' 
may  be  recorded  or  mmitofed. *«»— h by  Scottish  Widows  Investment  Management  limited.  Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and  IMRO. 


ImwcOB-hpalaxnx&nKiimeof  Royal  acSro  Affiance  Unit  That  Mmarmrm  liwiinf.  rtgmmd  In  England  »nh  No.2i7HM2.  repibicd  by  1MRO  and  dir  Per-on-I  Ixreumcnr  Amhiuay  The  rep*- 
■crad  office  U 1 Bartholomew  Lane.  London  EC2K  TAB.  For  jam  ttcairiry  aD  calk  arc  mended.  The  value  of  units.  and  ifcr  Income  bon  diem.  on  p>  im  as  -cH  as  up  Th:  enrrem  ux  poabaon  nut 
chaafE in  the  fame.  FT5E*n  a |omi  trade  mack  of  ihc  Imdce  Send  Exchange  Limited  and  die  Knuds!  Tunes  Lmninl  and  an  nud  by  FTSE  [nieraadoinl  laamcd  noder  bcenoe.  The  FT5E  Ail-Share 
m ralrnUled  by  FTS  btoBiimul  Limited  in  conioacoaa  wk  ihe  Insnur  Be  Faodiy  of  Acraariea.  FTSE  Iuemanooal  laiairnd  docs  nor  tponuv,  endoevr  or  promoic  ibis  pradno.  All  oopynchr  m the 
index  saloe  and  comnmeni  lin  rests  in  FT5E  blcinatiooal  Limbed.  Royal  Be  San  Alliance  has  obtained  foil  licence  fee  FTSE  lonxnaiiooa]  Limned  u o*e  sod:  lupyiislir  in  lie  oeaiieti  of  dns  pndaa. 

ROYAf  6 \c_ 

"T^Sunalliance  | 

We’re  confident  you  won’t.  Especially  ij 
B WBl  yaf  mKk  B BH  when  you  realise  thar  the  Rose  Tracker  | 

PEP  has  one  of  the  lowest  annual  manage- 
raent  charges  on  the  market  at  just  03%. 

^ It’s  the  latest  offer  from  Invest  On-  \ 
line,  the  direct  investment  arm  of  one  of 
r^e  s Jcadfog  insurance  companies,  \ 
Royal  Sc  Sun  Alliance.  f 

I mJ  B B m Unlike  some  index  trackers,  the 

1 f -k  _--Bi  -■  - - ip  ( 

l&k  Rose  Tracker  PEP  spreads  your  invest- 

ment  over  the  whole  FTSE  All-Share  f 
H ^ H Index,  not  just  the  top  100  companies,  so  ^ 

ret*uc'nB  rhe  risks.  i 

1 You  can  start  investing  from  as  little  ;i 

■■■  as  £50  eadi  month,  or  with  a lump  sum  g 

IhBI|UI^B  H of  £1000  or  if  you  already 

^ave  3 n 's  vcr>r  easy  to  transfer  your 
funds  to  the  Rose  Tracker.  ^ 

Ajj  ■ lyfl  ■ For  your  investment  guide,  call  free  | 

now  on  0500  100  333  or  clip  the  coupon  | 
below.  Our  friendly  and  knowledgeable  ; 
staff  will  be  happy  to  answer  any  ques- 

I J 3 wHKSai^B^Bfe  dons  you  may  have. 

iiiwftJKgM3WI ^ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  . S 

THE  ROSE  TRACKER  PEP  CALL  FREE  ON  HlVCSl? 

0500  100  333  -|f“®  ! 

_ OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK  8AM-1QPM  " ^ 


r- Invest  On-line,  FREEPOST  3479,  Reading,  Berksliiic  RG10  97.7-  *~~ 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms — Forename — — - Surname...- 

Address — - — - — — 

1 Postcode Telephone „ RK 

I would  like  more  information  about:  1. Regular  savings  Q 2-Lump  sum  investment  Q 3.Transferting  my  existing  PEP  Q 


• ^.rswer',,‘ 


) 


| !/y'  *.'*•*; 


^CT.CTiS~ai- 
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B&B  raises  rates 
for  investors 


INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 


Account 


Notice  Interest 

of  term  Deposit  Rats  paid 


Bradford  & Bingley 
Building  Society  has 
increased  its  rates  for 
savers  by  between  Q.l  and  0.45 
per  cent  The  rate  changes 
affect  the  following  accounts: 
Instant  Access  — First  Choice. 
Postal  Instant  Access.  Postal 
30-Day  Notice.  120-Day  No- 
tice Account  and  Mutual 
Bond.  The  building  society 
has  reaffirmed  that  its  stand- 
ard variable  mortgage  rate  of 
7.95  per  cent  will  not  be  increa r 
sed  before  January  31.  (99S. 


assesses  the  products  avail- 
able in  the  with-profit  sector. 
Chartweli's  recommendations 
based  on  past  performance 
are  included.  For  a free  copy, 
call  01225446556. 


A guide  to  with-profit 


bonds  has  been  produced  by 
Rickman  Tooze,  the  indepen- 
dent financial  adviser.  An 
estimated  £12  billion  is  invest- 
ed in  the  funds  which  are 
offered  by  leading  insurance 
companies.  The  free  booklet 
explains  how  with-profit 
bonds  work,  what  returns  can 
be  expected,  how  bonus  rates 
are  paid,  the  charges  that  will 
be  imposed,  the  possible  risks, 
and  the  tax  advantages  of 
investing.  Call  012S5  650331 
for  a copy. 

Cha dwell  Investment  Man- 
agement has  also  produced  a 
guide  on  the  subject  of  with- 
profit  bonds.  Its  booklet  offers 
advice  on  what  an  investor 
should  look  for  (allocation 
rates,  terminal  bonus  history, 
commission  structure)  and 


■ The  direct  investment  arm 
of  Royal  & SunAlliance  has 
launched  a Pep  aimed  at 
investors  looking  to  save 
small  amounts  on  a regular 
basis.  The  Invest  On-line  Rose 
Tracker  Pep  has  a 03  percent 
annual  management  charge, 
an  initial  charge  of  2 per  cent 
and  no  exit  fee.  The  minimum 
investment  is  £50  a month  ora 
£1,000  lump  sum  up  to  the 
Pep  maximum  of  £6,000  a 
year.  For  further  information, 
call  0500  100333. 


Nationwide  BS  0500  302010 

C&G  0800  7424 37 

Legal  & General  Bank  0500  111200 
First  National  BS  0800  558844 

InvestDirect 

Inst  Transfer 
Direct  Access 
Direct  Access 

Postal 

instants 

Postal 

Posts® 

111 

6.70 

7.00 

7.05 

7.45 

$ 

$ 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  & BONOS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rais 

Interest 

paid 

Bristol  & West  0800  202121 

Postal  30 

30  day  p 

£10,000 

7.65 

Yly 

Chelsea  BS  0800  132351 

POST-tel  40 

40  day  p 

£5,000 

7.30 

Yiy 

Coventry  BS  0345  665522 

Postal  50 

50  day  p 

£5,000 

7.35 

Legal  & General  Bank  0500 111200 

60  Direct 

60  day  p 

£5.000 

7.50 

Yly 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Yorkshire  BS  0800  378836 

5 year 

£2,000 

7.65 

$ 

Principality  BS  01 222  3441 88 

5 year 

£2,500 

7.65 

- ^ 

Hanley  Economic  BS  0800  83881 1 
Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 

5 year 

5 year 

£1.000 

£3,000 

7.60 

7.60 

% 

OrtfinaryA/c'  ISO 

Investment  A/c*«  4.73 
Income  Bond*  • 350 
First  Opt  Bond*  625 

44th  Issue  Certti  * 6-35 

Children's  Bondf  6.75 
Gen  Ext  Rate  331 

Capital  Bonds  « 6.65 

1 ith  Ind  lirtfcedt*  2.7S 
penanra  Bond  S3«7.00~ 


120  090  10-10.000-* 

3.80  235  20-500***  Imth 

SjZO  3LS02.00025.000**  3/nttT 
5.00  3.751 ,000-20,000**  . 

ioo-tO.000  Bday 
23-1,000  imth 


522  3.99  100-250.000  Bday 

100-10,000  Bday 
5.60-4.20  50060.000.  OOday 


0645  645000 
0645645000 
0845  045000 
0845  645000 
0645  645000 
0645645000 
0845  645000 
0645  645000 
0945  645000 
0645  645000 


end  In  M *£500^100,000  nan  higher  mbs. "TurnOn** 


CREDIT  CARDS 


Card  type 


Interest 
per  month 


APR% 


Fee  per 
annum 


■ Age  Concern  Financial  Ser- 
vices has  introduced  a life 
assurance  plan  for  older 
people  in  conjunction  with 
Commercial  Union.  Accep- 
tance is  guaranteed  to  anyone 
between  50  and  85  and  a 
medical  is  not  required.  The 
Age  Concern  50- PI  us  Life 
Plan  is  a regular  premium 
non-profit  whofe-of-Iife  policy: 
premiums  are  fixed  for  the 
full  term  and  h has  a 90-day 
money-back  guarantee.  Calf 
0800  330332  for  more  details. 


Capital  One  Bank  0800  669000 
Co-operative  Bank  0800  109000 
Robert  Fleming/S&P  0800  829100 


Visa 

Advantage  Visa 
Base  Rt  Lnkd  M/V 


0.64  %N 
0.64%NC 
1.00%C 


7.90%N 

7-90%N 

12.70% 


MB 

MB 

Nil 


PERSONAL  LOANS 


APR 


Monthly  payment  on  £5,000  for  3ynt 
with  insurance  no  insurance 


Direct  Line  0181  680  9966 
Capital  One  Direct  0800  216252 
Alliance  & Leic  Grp  0990  626262 


12.80%A 

12.90% 

13.30% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£187.73 


£166.38 

£166.54 

£16756 


, B = Withdrawals  via  Bank  Ctoaring  Syotam.  C - no  interest  Inw  period.  N = Introductory  rets 


NB.  A - Mntanum  age  22  years,  B = Wl 
tor  a limited  period.  P «.  By  Post  only 

* RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 


Lizanne  Rose  Source:  MoneyFaas.  the  Monthly  Quids  to  Investment  & Mortgage  Rates  (01692  500  677) 


‘ . All  figures  are  the 
purchase),  guarantee' 

SINGLE  UFE  (levet  ann) 


ross  annual  annuity  (£100, (MX) 

ifyf 


5 years,  paid  monthly  in  advance 
Male:'  Age80  Age  65  Age  70 


Stalwart Level 

Canada  Lf  - Level  ■ 

Standard  Lf ...... .Level  ' 

Legal  £ Gen: Level 

Sun  Lf  of  Can Level  f 


£9,713 

£9,105 

£9,044 

£9,045 

£8^88 


£10,791  £12,158 

£10200  £11,688 


£10,136 

£10,073 


£11,564 
£1 1 ,367  : 


£10,050  £11,494 


SINGLE  UFE 


. Female:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  70 


Stalwart 


Level 


Norwich  Un  Level  . 

Canada  Ufa — ..-Level 

.Prudential  — Level 

Generali  -Level  ■ 


£8,684  £ 9.528 

£8,490  £ 9226 

£8297  £ 9222 

£8,386  £9205 

£8.156  £ 9,088 


£10,674 

£10215 

£10,422 

£10,649 

£10,369 


JOINTUFE,  2/3  WIDOWS  Male:  Age  60 
(level  enmity)  . Female:  Age  55 


Age  65  Age  70 
Age  60  Age  65 


Norwich  Un Level 

Prudential .Level 

Generali ; — Level 


Sun  Lf  of  Cah.L,.Jjwe) 
Equitable  U-.-_JjBva| 


£8,075 

£7,901 

£7,781. 

£7,838 

£7,807 


£8,619 

£8.445 

£8,440 

£8.435 

£8,384 


£9,404 
£9,178 
£92 42 
£9,577 
£9.197 


SotavacAnxfr  Chief  (0171  6845000. J 


Statistics  compiled  by  Lizanne  Rose 


ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rates  as  at  October  23. 1997 


Investment  (£)  Company 


Standard 
Rate  (%) 


1 Year 


2 Years 


3 Years 


4 Years 


5 Years 


1,000 

Ham  bra  Assured 

6 .00 

5.000 

AIGLife 

6.27 

10.000 

GE  Fin  Assur 

6.75 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.05 

5,000 

GE  Fin  Assur 

6.35 

20.000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.75 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.75 

3.000 

ITT  London  & Ed 

6.30 

10,000 

Hambro  Assured 

6.40 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

5.95 

3.000 

ITT  London  & Ed 

6.15 

1,000 

Hambro  Assured 

. 5.90 

3,000 

Pinnacle 

6.35 

FIXED  RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue  purchase 
price  amount 

Birmingham  Mklshires  9-375% 

122.92 

7.590 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford  & Bingley 

11.625% 

151.96 

7.650 

100.13 

10.000 

Bradford  & Bingley 

13.000% 

169.85 

7.654 

1Q0J20 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

169.85 

7.654 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

159.17 

7.551 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

151.63 

7.749 

10025 

10,000 

Leeds  & Holbeck 

13.375% 

175.86 

7.605 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

142.40 

7.497 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

168^4 

7.504 

100.45 

1.000 

Northern  Rock 

12.625% 

163.91 

7.702 

100.14 

IfiOO 

Skipton 

12.875% 

169.32 

7.604 

100.48 

1,000 

BuDding  Societies 
Chelsea 
0800  291291 
Nationwide 
0800  302010 
Yorkshire 
0800  378836 
Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01189  510100 
Bristol  & West 
01179  792222 


5.39 

£20-1 50k 

80 

5.75 

to  £300k 

90 

4^5 

£25-1 50k 

95 

0.99 

£20-1 45k 

95 

2J90 

No  max 

90 

Fixed  to  1.8.99 


<L35%  discount 
for  2 years 
3%  discount  far 
1 year 


Bulldlr 
Nc 

01635  43676 
Mansfield 
01246  202055 
Clay  Cross 
01246  862120 


4.85  £30-1 00k 


220  £25-250k  90 


3%  discount  for 
1 year 

6%  discount-6  mth 


525  £15- 100  k 95 


Further  dsc  apply 
l for 


3%  discount 
12  months 


Fixed  for  6 mths 
3%  disc  8 mths 
Brad  to  f. 11.98 


Gross 

FLOATING  RATE  coupon 

Buying 

price 

issue 

price 

Minimum 

purchase 

Cheshire  (30/09-27/03)9^3750% 

First  Nat(22/D9-20/03)  9.98359% 

120.00 

105.00 

100.00 
100  ao 

1,000 

1,000 

PtBS  « Permanent  Irfinest-bMring  shams 

Source  ABN  AUftOHaamOmm  — 017X601 0101 

SHARE  IN  FOCUS:  ABBEY 
NATIONAL  PLANS  SHARE 
BUY-BACK 

\ i 

.-j^-UDOO 

m 

rs#& 

j^Sugoo 

fe-tonn 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01189  510100 
Halifax  pic 
01422333333 


0.99  £20-145k  95 


5.45  £25-250k  95 


Fixed  for  6 mths, 

3%  disc  6 mths 
3%  disc-30.9.99. 
5%overSVR-10.04 . 

w 


iagartenlms.  bans  and  6st-ltme  towers  tatties  by  Blfy'ttGUdaa  Ltd  {01753380469 


Lender 


Interest 

rata  % 


Loan 

size 


Max 

% 


Notes 


Source:  Chamberlain  do  &u o 0 J 71  -434  4222.  Net  rates.  Income  and  capital  guaranteed. 
Early  surrender.  Terms  wary.  Monthly  income  may  be  awwiabto. 


■700 


VJ-.  >*:' 'V-  ->1 


600 


Nov  1 Dfec  1 Jan  ' Pea  1 Mar 1 Apr ; May 1 Jun  1 Jul  ’ Aug 1 Sep  'diet 


BuUdhng  Societies 
Nottingham  Imper. 
0115  9817220 
Leeds  & Hdbecfc 
0113225  7777 
Scarborough 
0990133148 


Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01189  510100 
Bristol  & West 
01179  792222 


0.75 

£25-1 50k 

75 

1^0 

to£tB0k 

95 

0.99 

£1 5-IOOk 

95 

0.99 

£20-1 45k 

95 

2^0 

Nontax 

.-90; 

__ 

Fixed  at  0.75% 
to  31.1 .98 
7%  dsC-6  mths, 
1%dsc-12mths 
7.24%  dsc-6  mth 
2%6mth,0.5%-1y 


Fixed  - 6 mths, 
3%dad6rath 
Fixed  at  2.90% 
to  1.11.98 


THE*StemMES 


THE  SUCCESS  STORY  OF  THE  NINETIES 
CAN  YOU  ALWAYS  GET  YOUR  COPY? 

Dear  Newsagent  please  deliver/ aavr  me  a copy  o/THE  TJMES 


Name- 


Address- 


£-Posto0deu-L; 


BW  Win 


»VJy  3U 


AEGON  UFE  ASSURANCE 
tdimburjt,  Ml  Edhdmrp k EHCWSE 
0L31 3*9191 

57,  .TO  OX  40 
7<%.40  »4ilW 
45220  418  to 
3J3JU  WJD 
znjci  enw 
we  4Wiw 


Balanced 

L'KtqnllY 


Fixed  Iniiura 

Money 

mrmuilnnal 


- 16.90 
-3u» 
*W 

- 4 JO 

- fl  m 

-21. ID 


ABBEY  UFE 
HoUenkwre 
BII8  SAL 
01202241373 


Rout.  Bannvmmfc 


Cu'twllcn  *4 

JIT  JO 

22STO 

- ZM 

£)hl3l  V, 

i«aio 

180x3 

- o.-m 

InlrnUUoMl  Vi 

0 

241  10 

-10 10 

PrtUriCKl  GW  54 

1)0  50 

it;.  40 

- 0.70 

A'Ur  FjdlK 

If*  40 

171M 

-L)»3 

Euiopran  54 

3b' tO 

>703*1 

- 740 

Prop  FU  Sef  4 

4W.W 

• OJO 

f^p.17  Sn  4 

11?  41 

lute 

- H4U 

Min  Scr4 

*74  10 

13320 

-2I.MJ 

Cum  5414 

Mrvte 

bfcte 

- 0 40 

M«in*4  5«4 

Wj HJ*J 

M5  00 

* Ml 

FIibI  Iiu  Sct4 

4 to  71) 

4toW 

• 0**.’ 

Airurrtcin  5a  4 

»n  io 

W<«* 

-ia«o 

HijrD  lncS«4 

crite 

lotate 

-2k  tn 

Jmu-xrH  ]m  Scr  * 

J4I  ;m 

207.10 

- 2.SO 

Lipj-i  5or  4 

771  l»i 

28'te 

-14.70 

22.15  *0 
SrfJJ 
"17  "J 
373  40 
417  JO 
JTM.Hj 

iw.ro 

5L6B 

IVlLTO 


Willi)  -5>W 

«*W0  -1400 


XlBtSt  UFE 

J ItaAn  Laac.  PWfrrt  Bar  EN4IA1 
Of  TOT  42SU 
Encir,  FJ  an: 

Eurocoan  Fd  uc 

Flinl  Inr  ao; 

Ci id  M-.nr,  act 
ir.H  V-mjerr: act 
■r.-lidlnlAcc 
)i;un  rued 
->  Ar.r-1ian.4CT 
Prop  F4  act 
M-ji-iPlr  Cn. 


•CflCC 

ri)or>  ■ ri*i 

WI6U  -Woo 


1412.  .<■  -12JO 


F«J  In;  Dvr  ak 

C<Tj"> 

Prirenj  Act 

Far  Eati  mx 


AUJED  DtNBAR  ASSI  RANCE 

Smndoa  SNI IEL 

OmtSHiU 

4ix.t(i  44i  j.'  • 

l^u".  Jnhi  n.  -I.'jj 
T24JD  7iiL«i 
273  1C  2f75iJ 
Mj.ucrd  oiriui  n*u?  7i  r -r«ro 

I474  4U  IS5»»W  -4U.10 
Of-rvo^Ace  na>  l<?  iSjiJT'  -i«te 
oilr  Edc-rU  *cc  i.I2-3>  • 12(1 

ATTlfl  Cudlp.  A3  1)417)  1455 Ju  -22J1 

vztfKail  4*r  nr.si  »jiji  - u.r 

A-Tier  pnp  acc  II7>ai  i;4-->3  - i«) 
Ddinhurton  B-.ndc  Ji  TO  2^31  - DJCi 


VU  EQLirV  a LAW  UFE 
A.WIIUNCT 


mbii 


01404  40.Ua) 

arr-\v5«rf> 
tulcnj  vr  a 
npi-inunii7  svr  a 
Di.*nM)i.A!i  acta 
L"K  C 3'jIWi  Srr  a 
Mirv-  iw  v.Tft 
N/irl  \rr.n  SfTh 
Far  Eel  svr" 
Eji”p-  Vita 
Inin;  vr* 

PirpirT,  4«t  a 

nw  ;r.i  Srrr- 

1-id  l.nkd  \er  Sc. 

f.!rcj  Drv  '•vr  A 


Hij*  wyraabr.  Bart., 


INI  IQ 

WiTO 
22*  C" 
1111*) 
I5I4-4, 
IfTL/JJ 
7J.7M 
4-«M) 
5J4,fl 
7\>21 

Anwi 

114 

1UJ1 


1*41 

1574.10  -204U 

24t<u  - ,.7T3 


I IA-4Q 
ll-NlM 
13,4471) 
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Definitely  not  a mutual  friend 


- From  Mr  Paul  Carwirdine 
. Sir>  Wiile  Nationwide  may 


. * _■  — uwunuic  juay 

^be  welcoming  small  inve^ 


i 


s 


tors  back  to  the  fold  (Week- 
end ^ Money,  October  lS)  it 
■would,  appear  to  be  less 
. enthusiastic  about  retaining 
its  existing  customers.  ' 

On  Monday  at  320  pm  I 
..visited  my  local  branch  in 
Chelmsford  with  the  objec- 
tive of  having  my  passbook 
updated. 

I found  aQ  the  dlls  closed 
and  was  informed  ihai  since 
the  end  of  September,  trans- 
actions could  be  carried  out 
only  between  Ham  and  3pnt 
Silly  me! 

I could,  of  course,  use  the 
automatic  machines  provid- 
ed using  my  PIN.  apart  from 
the  fact  that  Nationwide  has 


never  issued  me  with  such-a 
number. 

I fold  , it  very  difficult  to 
. remember  the  numerous  PINs 
I already  possess.or  ‘ any 
number  for  mat  matter  flonce 
yang  directory  inquiries  when 
i forgot  my  home  telephone 
number — to  be  told  it  was  ex- 
. directory)  and  prefer  to  deal  in 
person,  especially  when  pay- 
ing money  into  accounts. 

This  disregard  for  mem- 
bers’ needs  was  further 
emphasised  by  the  fact  that 
the  next  customer  was  accom- 
panied by  a guide-dog  and  like 
me  had  expected  to  be  able  to 
. conduct . his  business  at.  foe 
counter.  To  be  fair  to.  Nation- 
wide, a member  of  staff  oper- 
ated the.  ATM  for  him  — but,  ■ 
of  course,  that  meant  he  had  to 


disclose  his  PIN  to  everyone  in 
earshot,  which  was  hardly  in 
the  interest  of  security. 

By  coincidence,  my  next 
visit  was  to  my  branch  of 
Lloyds  Bank  where  the  tills 
were  open,  maimed  by  helpful 
and  polite  staff  — and  would 
remain  so  until  the  dose  of 
business.  . 

If  foe  above  experience  is  an 

example  of  foe  advantages  of 
mutual  status  — foe  faster 
Nationwide  converts,  or  is 
taken  over  by  a bank,  foe 
better.  _ 

Yours  faithfully, 

PAUL  CARWARDINE. 

Laurel  House, 

The  Fairways. 

Cold  Norton; 

Chelmsford, 

Essex. 
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^ Premium  Bonds  might  look  less  fuh 
if  you  knew  the  National  Savings  cut 


Quirks  of  tax  rates  and  investors’  income 


C C, 
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From  Mr  Robert  J.  Stradling 
Sir, . Premium  Bonds  are  a 
.-  form  of  gambling  that  seems 
, popular  among  your  corre- 
- spondents.  As  many  seem  to 
1 view  Premium  Bonds  as  a 
form  of  investment  I wonder 
whether  they  have  ever  taken 
time  to  consider  whether  they 
are  getting  value  for  money. 

The  odds  of  winning  a prize 
in  November’s  draw  will  be 
19,000  to  1.  Assuming  a maxi- 
mum holding  of  £20.000  and 
. all  prizes  won  to  be  £50.  this 
might  yield  E63L58  a year,  or . 
i-  3.16  per  cent  net  At  23  per  cent 
tax.  this  grosses  up  to  4.1  per 
cent  told  at  40  per  cent  tax  the 
yield  would  be  527  per  cent 
Gambling  organisations 
make  money  by  taking  a cut  A . 
typical  cut  might  be  where  a 
casino  would  take  £300  in  bets 
and  pay  out  £97  in  winnings. 
The  more  bets,  foe  more  slices 
of  3 per  cent  the  provider  of  this 
form  of  entertainment  gets. 

In  Weekend  Money  of  Octo- 
ber 11.  the  best  instant-aocess 
rate  was  quoted  as  7.45  per 
cent  gross.  Given  the  above 


parameters,  the  National  Sav- 
ings cut  is  therefore  at  least  29. 
per  cent  This  cut  gets  worse 
lor  standard-rate  taxpayers 
and  non-taxpayers  (probably 
the  vast  majority  of  Bond 
holders),  m along  for  an  even 
more  miserly  return. 

Whether  Bond  holders  con- 
sider this  value  for  money  de- 


pends on  the  price  they  put  on 
foe  enic 


enjoyment  factor  of  foe 
prospect  of  a big  win  and  the 
security  of  the  stake/capital 
being  backed  by  foe  Govern- 
ment Premium  Bonds  are 
therefore  arguably  an  expen- 
sive bet  As  ever,  it  is  up  to  the 
investor  to  compare  homes  for 
his  money.  National  Savings 
is  a market-led  organisation. 
If  customers  could  see  dearly 
foe  likely  return  on  Premium 
Bonds,  NS  would  have  tp 
■ increase  foe  prize  rates  or  face 
foe  same  consequences  as  a 
high  street  deposit-taker  that 
offered  uncompetitive  rates. 
Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  J.  STRADLING. 

20  Livingstone  Road, 
Davemry.  Northamptonshire: 


%S wallowing  a fund 
of  ethical  nonsense 


Tax  calculations 
in  the  wrong  key 


m 


From  Mr  John  A.  Leefe 
Sir.  Yet  another  survey  by  a 
minority  single-issue  lobby  has 
produced  the  result  intended 
by  those  who  commissioned  iL 
Why  foe  media  swallows  and 
then  promotes -foe  findings  of 
weighted  question  surveys  like 
the  one  commissioned  on  pen- 
sion investment  by . Ethical 
Investment  Research  is  one  of 


From  the  Rev  John  B.  Job 
Sir.  The  mast  prudent  approach 
to  self-assessment  is  to  do  foe 
sums  oneself,  keep  a.  copy,  and 
then  request  the  Revenue  to  do 
them  — before  it  is  too  late;  of 
course:  The  result  in.  my.  case 

was  that  when  its  answer  came,' 
foe  balance  had  switched  some 
hundreds  of  pounds  in  its 
favour,  compared  with,  my  cal- 
culations. It  transpired  that  my 


life’s  mysteries.  

Fortunately  for  those^bfiis  '1  figures  had  been  wrongly  keyed 
— living  on  a retiremenr-pension.^-inat-foeRewnue^end  because 

two  entries  had  chanced  to  be 


rvuigon 
and  for  the  many  thousands 
working  in  our  politically  in- 
correct industries,  pension 
fond  managers  are  made  of 
less  gullible  stuff.  Their  current 
investment  of  under  I per  cent 
of  UK  pension  fond  assets  in 
ethical  funds  is  therefore  most 
reassuring.  ... 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  A.  LEEFE, 

3 Sow  bury  Park. 

Chivdey, 

Newbury. 

Berkshire. 


identical.  . 

I readOy  forgive  the  mistake. 
But  the  weakness  in  the  system 
is  that  one  does  not  receive  in 
response  to  one’s  return  a print- 
out matching  the  configuration 
of  the  form  one  sends  in.  If  this 
were  provided,  it  would  make 
the  discovery  of  errors  much 
more  straightforward 
Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  JOB. 

6 Newhaven  Close,  ■ *.  .. 
Chesterfield. 


Whether  youVe  considering  investing  in  residential 
property  for  the  first  time,  or  you’re  a seasoned 
private  landlord,  we  have  a challenge  for  you.  Try 
finding  a more  attractive  combination  of  low 
interest  rate  and  flexible  lending  criteria  for  a 
second  property. 

But  feel  free  to  save  yourself  a lot  of  time  and  money, 
lust  call  us  first 


+_ 


paragon 

L O mortgages 


tour  HOME  IS  AT  RBKIFYOU  DO  HOT  KEEP  UPR^Tf'EWTS  Ok  A 
MOCTSAGE  OR  OTHBjflWI  SKUMD 0» 


From  Mr  M.  C.  Fitzpatrick 
Sir,  Joe . Wignall  (Weekend 
Money  Letters,  October  18) 
comments  on  the  tax  position 
erf  dividend  and  interest  in- 
come received  by  taxpayers 
paying  basic-rate  income  tax 
at  23  per  cent.  Specifically,  Mr 
Wignall  queries  whether  such 
individuals  face  an  income  tax 
charge  on  foe  3 per  cent 
difference1  between  foe  23  per 
cent  basic  rate  and  foe  20  per 
cent  rale  of  tax  deducted,  at 
source  on  dividend/mierest 
income. 

The  answer  to  this  is  that  a 
basic-rare  income  taxpayer 
does  not  face  such  a 3 per  cent 
tax  charge.  This  rather  odd 
effect  is  achieved  as  a result 
of  tire  tax  legislation  stating 
that  dividend/interest  in- 
come received  by  a basic-rate 
taxpayer  is  only  taxed  at  20 
per  cent,  not  at  23  per  cent;  as 
a result,  and  assuming  that 
tax  at  20  per  cent  has  been 


deducted  at  source,  no  further 
tax  is  payable  by  the  basic-rate 
taxpayer  an  dividend  /interest 
income. 

The  position  is  more  compli- 
cated if  the  individual  con- 
cerned is  a higher-rate 
taxpayer.  Broadly,  higher-rate 
tax  cuts  in  when  taxable 
income  exceeds  £30,145;  in- 
come received  in  excess  of  this 
will  bear  tex  at  40  per  cent.  If 
dividend/interest  income 
pushes  an  individual  into  foe 
higher-rate  tax  band,  such 
income  will  be  taxed  at  40  per 
cent 

The  overall  effect  of  this 
absurdly  complicated  tax  re- 
gime is  most  easily  illustrated 
with  three  examples,  each  of 
an  individual  in  receipt  of 
dividend/interest  income 
(gross)  of  £2,000.  In  the  case 
of  an  individual  with  taxable 
income  (including  foe  £2,000 
dividend/interest  income)  of 
less  than  £30.145.  foe 


M&G,  one  of  foe  oldest 
fond  managers,  has  written 
to 250.000  investors  to  detail 
a shake-up  of  its  fund 
range.  M&G  announced  on 
Monday  its  intention  to 
focus  on  growth  blue  chip 
stocks  alongside  small  and 
medium-sized  companies. 
.In  foe  biggest  change;  its 
Extra  Yield  unit  trust  is  to 
be  renamed  Extra  Income 
and  merged  with  the  Equity 
Income  fund  to  create  a 
£923  million  unit  trust 


missed  a series  of  deadlines 
for  dealing  with  priority 
cases.  Although  the  SIB  has 
no  powers  to  fine  the  com- 
pany. the  rebuke  was  de- 
signed to  cause  maximum 
embarrassment  to  Sir  Peter 
Davis,  ■ foe  Prudential* 
group  chief  executive. 


■ ABBEY  NATIONAL  and 
T9aJWest;T5ankGare  to""*:' 
investigated  fay  a data  pri- 
vacy watchdog  afer  a bun- 
dle of  confidential  client 
documents,  including  de- 
tails of  names,  addresses, 
credit  cards  and  bank  ac- 
counts, were  found  dumped 
in  a Plymouth  street  If  tire 
watchdog  does  uncover  a 
serious  breach  of  data  pro- 
tection rules.  Abbey  Nat- 
ional and  NatWest  could 
both  face  enforcement  Or- 
el ersor,  in  the  worst  case, 
unlimited  fines. 


■ GENERAL  ACCIDENT 
has  announced  that  it  as- 
pects a 5 per  cent  improve- 
ment in  earnings  each  year, 
plus  annual  cost  savings  of 
£33  million,  after  an  agreed 
purchase  of  Canadian  In- 
surance Group:Tor  C$60& 
million  (£265  million).  Sav- 
ings are  predicted  from  1999 
onwards.  Canadian  Gener- 
al is  foe  Uth-largest  proper- 
ty and  casualty  insurer  in 
Canada.  About  600  employ- 
ees will  be  made  redundant 
out  of  a workforce  of  2200. 
All  job  losses  will  be  in 
Canada.  The  terms  of  foe 
acquisition  include  a good- 
will write-off  of  C$440  mil- 
lion. which  prompted  some 
analysts  to  suggest  that  GA 
had  overpaid. 


■ PRUDENTIAL,  the 
UK’S  biggest  pension  pro- 
vider. has  been  rebuked  by 
its  regulator  for  pensions 
rais-selling  failures.  The  Se- 
curities and  Investments 
Board  said  the  insurer  did 
hot  act  “with  due  sldlL  care 
and  diligence"  and  added 
that  it  was  “deeply  con- 
cerned fy  foe  cumulative 
effects  of  the  Prudential’s 
failures".  The  SIB.  report 
comes  after  the  Prudential 


■ HALF  of  all  homes  are 
selling  in  less  than  six 
weeks  and  one  in  seven  sells 
within  a week  or  less, 
according  to  Black  Horse 
Agencies’  October  Home 
Report  This  is  the  fastest 
rate  for  two  years  and  a 
result,  foe  estate  agency 
said,  of  a shortage  of  prop- 
erties on  tile  market  The 
average  property  is  now 
fetching  £79,000,  up  from 
E74.650  a year  ago. 


Direct  Line  Rates 


j Direct  Line  Instant  Access  Account  j 
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TOUR  HOME  IS  AT  JUS*.  IP  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS 
ON  A MOBTOAC8  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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dividend/interest  income  will 

be  taxed  ai  20  per  cent.  In  the 
case  of  an  individual  with 
taxable  income  of.  say,  E31 ,145, 
then  £1,000  of  the 
dividend/interest  income  will 
be  taxed  at  20  per  cent  and  the 
other  El. 000  at  40  per  cent 
Finally,  in  the  case  of  an 
individual  with  taxable  in- 
come of  £32. 145-plus,  the 
whole  of  the  £2,000 
dividend/interest  will  be  taxed 
at  40  per  cenL 
One  of  these  days,  someone 
may  try  to  simplify  our  tax 
system.  However,  even  with 
the  current  advancements  in 
medical  science,  don't  count 
on  it  occurring  during  the 
lifetime  of  anyone  now  living! 
Yours  faithfully, 

M.  C.  FITZPATRICK 
(Tax  Partner, 

Chantrey  Vdlacott). 

Russell  Square  House, 

10-12  Russell  Square, 

London,  WC1 
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30  DAYS  NOTICE  Sf 
OFFSHORE  ffif 


First  National  Building  Society 
Guernsey  Limited  is  a subatfiary 

of.  First  National  Building  Society, 
which  was  founded  in  1861  and 
is  one  of  the  longest  established 
building  societies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Ireland. 


ACCOUNT  FEATURES 

Highly  competitive  interest  rates. 
Earn  up  to  7.50%  gross  p.a. 
Minimum  balance  £10,000. 

Choice  of  interest  payment  options. 


Operate  your  account  by  telephone,  post 
or  facsimile. 


Consider  the  benefits  of  a first 
National  30  Day  Notice  Postal 
Account 


Access  to  your  savings  with  just  30  days 
notice. 


LOOK  AT  THE  RETURN 


Your  money  will  grow  faster 
thanks  to  highly  competitive 
interest  rates  and  a favourable 
tax  climate  (your  interest  will  be 
paid  gross  without  deduction  of 
withholding  tax).  And  you  will 
enjoy  the  convenience  and 
confidentiality  of  postal  banking. 


Balance 

Annual 

%Grosi 

Monthly  Interest 
% Gross 

Monthly  Interest 
% Gross  CAR 

£250400  + 

7.50% 

725% 

7.50% 

£100000  + 

7.40% 

7.16% 

7.40% 

£50,000  + 

7.25% 

7.02% 

725% 

E25JU0  + 

655% 

6.74% 

6.95% 

£10000  + 

6.85% 

B.64% 

6.85% 

Information  hotline: 


0800  004567 


V 


CALLS  ARE  FREE  Lines  upon  Monday  10  Fiiday  B.DOs.m.  10  5.00p.m. 


First  National 


Building  Society  Guernsey  Limited 


First  Notional  Builtfng  Society  Guernsey  Limbed. 

RO.  Box  458.  St  Peter  Port,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands.  GY1  6AE 


ENDOWMENT  POLICIES 
WANTED 


We  Deliver  Competitive  Prices, 
Quick  ResnKs,  and  Quality  Service 

THE  INSURANCE  POLICY 
TRADING  COMPANY  LTD 


22  CHURCH  STREET : GODALMING : GU7  1EW 

9 01483  427575  : Fax  01483  418866 


ENDOWMENT  POLICIES 
WANTED 


We  Deliver  Competitive  Prices, 
Quick  Results,  and  Quality  Service 

THE  INSURANCE  POLICY 
TRADING  COMPANY  LTD 
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22  CHURCH  STREET : GODALMING  : GU7  1EW 
8 01483  427575  : Fax  01483  418866 

Remaned  bvlbc  Perusal  Invaatncni  Ai^orirv  


We  call  IT 

The  Investment  Trust 
Pension 


The  Investment  Trust  Pension  from  Edinburgh 
Fund  Managers  is  a low  cost  pension  with 
unparalleled  investment  choice. 

Low  charges  mean  more  money  is  invested,  which 
could  make  your  pension  bigger  for  die  same  outlay. 


"I  call  IT  getting  into  the 
swing  of  retirement" 


No  penalty  for  changing  contributions 
No  penalty  for  transferring  money  out 
No  penalty  for  changing  retirement  date 


We  don't  restrict  you  to  our  investment  trusts,  and  you 
can  choose  36  trusts  from  10  management  groups. 


Outstanding  performance 


VALUE  OF  £10,000  INVESTED 

lOYEAR^ 

15YEARS+ 

Average  Managed  Pension  Fund 

£23,249 

E81.716 

Average  Investment  Trust 

£18,547 

£91,489 

Average  Edinburgh  Fund  Managers 
Investment  Trust 

£24,756 

£92,927 

Edinburgh  Fund  Managers  is  one  of  the  UK’s 
leading  Investment  Trust  managers.  The  group 
also  provides  an  Investment  Trust  Savings  Scheme, 
PEPs,  Unit  Trusts  and  Private  Client  Management. 


You  can  join  The  Investment  Trust  Pension 
whether  you  are  employed,  self-employed,  in  a 
company  pension  scheme  or  not.  To  find  out  more 
ask  your  Independent  Financial  Adviser  or  call  our 
Support  Team  FREE  on  0800  838  993. 


Imolmoni  Trusts  arc  the  ideal  w.rv 


to  cm  e tor  retirement. 


i2>0  per  month  m the  average 
Edinburgh  Fund  .Managers  (n\  cMmcnt  Tru-a 
over  the  tail  20  wars  ;i  toda\  north  d'MJb-T 


What  arc  your  pUto-i  for  retirement? 


Edinburgh 


FUND  MANAGERS 


8 l 


Edinburgh  Fund  Managers  pic,  Donaldson  House,  97  Haymarker  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EHI2  5 HD. 

Regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  Petwml  inratmrtn  Authority:  Past  performance  fa  not  necessarily  a guide  to  future  perfonnance.  The  value  of  mvesuvnb  and  die  income  trim 
than  may  bD  as  wed  as  rise  and  investm  may  err  hack  less  than  they  originally  invested.  'Source  Micropal,  mid  ro  mid.  net  merer*  reinvmed  as  jr  | .g,?" 
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M&G  holders  miss 
the  FTSE  express 


T.hrae  years  of  compre- 
hensive poor  perfor- 
mance and  one  invest- 
ment review  later  and  M&G. 
once  long  of  the  fund  manage- 
ment industry,  is  finally  rub- 
bing the  sleep  from  its  eyes. 
This  week  the  company  wrote 
to  ZSOkQOO  unit-holders  with 
plans  to  shake  up  a fund  range 
which  had.  over  the  years, 
become  fatally  predictable. 

Financial  advisers  have 
long  complained  about  the 
uniformity  of  M&G  funds 
which  has  been  caused  by  die 
company's  dogmatic  adher- 
ence hi  “value"  investing.  This 
approach  led  M&G  to  spurn 
FTSE  100  growth  stocks  in  fav- 
our ui  high-yielding  small  to 
medium-sized  manufacturers. 

Although  for  many  years 
this  served  M&G  well,  in  the 
low-inflation  blue  chip  boom 
of  the  1990s  it  has  proved  a 
disaster.  Nearly  all  of  M&G's 
14  UK  unit  trusts  have 
slumped  to  the  bottom  of  the 
performance  league  tables, 
prompting  many  investors  10 
switch  to  more  up-to-date  and 
flexible  fund  managers. 

This  week  Michael  Mclin- 
tock,  managing  director  of  the 
M&G  Group  since  February, 
put  on  the  sackcloth  and  ashes 
of  the  penitent  and  confessed 
that  the  company  had  got 
stuck  in  its  ways.  He  an- 
nounced that  the  company 
was  cutting  its  UK  range  to  12 
trusts  and  was  renaming  and 
reorientating  many  of  the 
funds  to  offer  investors  a wider 
range.  Among  the  changes  is  a 
proposal  to  turn  the  M&G 
General  Trust,  the  oldest  UK 
unit  trust,  into  the  M&G  Blue 
Chip  Fund,  a turnaround  that 
would  have  been  unheard  of  a 
generation  ago. 

These  changes  follow  an 


Many  investors  would  have  been 
better  off  by  hitching  a ride  on  a 
tracker  fund,  says  Gavin  Lumsden 


internal  review  which  has 
seen  M&G  strengthen  its  in- 
vestment process.  M&G  fund 
managers  will  no  longer  focus 
exclusively  on  high  yields 
when  selecting  stocks  but  will 
now  consider  companies'  turn- 
over growth,  market  share 
and  cashflow  before  buying 
their  shares. 

However,  Mr  Mciintock 
insisted  that  M&G  was  not 
abandoning  its  traditionatvaF 
ues  but  would  continue  to 
adopt  a contrarian,  research- 
based,  long-term  philosophy. 
He  pointed  out  that  M&G 
funds  had  started  to  recover  in 
the  past  three  months  as 
income  stocks  came  tack  into 
favour  after  a long  period  of 
unpopularity.  However,  the 
company  was  not  retying 
merely  on  an  external  techni- 
cal correction. 

He  said:  “Ever  since  I joined 
here  sue  years  ago  I have 
always  felt  that  the  fund  range 
needed  updating.  I don't  see 
why  our  approach  cannot  be 
applied  across  the  full  range  of 
investment  funds." 

The  development  of  the  “full 
range"  is  most  dearly  seen'  in 
M&G’s  income  stable.  Where- 
as previously  there  have  been 
four  main  funds  all  offering 
investors  high  yields,  in  future 
there  will  be  three  funds 
offering  a range  of  yields. 

At  the  higMncome  end.  the 
Extra  Yield  unit  trust  will 
continue  to  aim  to  yield  50  per 
cent  more  than  the  All-share 
tie.  45  per  cent)  but  will  be 


renamed  Extra  Income.  Next 
year,  if  unit-holders  approve, 
it  will  be  merged  with  Equity 
Income  to  create  a £923  mil- 
lion fond. 

M&G  is  also  hoping  to 
merge  its  little-used  Trustee 
fond  with  the  huge  E1J2  billion 
Dividend  unit  trust.  This  will 
have  its  yield  target  reduced 
horn  50  per  cent  to  33  per  cent 
above  the  All-share.  Lastly,  the 
High  Income'  fond  will  be 
renamed  simply  Income  and 
will  run  at  a 15  per  cent  yield 
above  the  All-share. 

Lowering  the  target  yields 
on  two  of  the  Income 

funds  will  allow  M&G  to 
invest  in  a wider  range  of 
stocks,  which  should  allow  rt  to 
achieve  a more  consistent  per- 
formance. However,  investors 
in  both  funds  will  continue  to 
receive  the  same  level  ofmeome 
because  M&G  is  switching  the 
way  it  takes  its  annual  manage- 
ment fee.  In  future  the  0.75  per 
cent  charge  will  be  taken  from 
capital. 

M&G  has  made  similar 
modifications  to  its  growth 
and  income  funds  by  altering 
the  extent  to  whkh  they  invest 
in  smaller  companies.  Again 
the  theme  of  the  reforms  has 
been  to  reduce  and  vary 
volatilty  in  the  funds  to  offer 
investors  a real  choice. 

One  of  the  more  significant 
changes  is  on  the  General  unit 
trust  Previously  this  fund 
could  invest  in  all  UK-quoted 
companies  as  well  as  some 


overseas  equities.  Under  Blue 
Chip,  its  new  name,  it  will 
invest  exclusively  in  FTSE  100 
companies.  This  will  give 
M&G  investors  a taste  of  the 
performance  that  they  have 
been  musing. 

The  All-share  beat  now  goes 
to  Second  General  which  loses 
its  unoriginal  title  and  is  re- 
named UK  Equity.  There  is  no 
change  to  M&G  Smaller 
Companies. 

M&G’s  reforming  zeal  seems 
to  have  faltered  on  its  pure 
capital  growth  funds.  Certainly 
there  is  less  upheaval,  with 
both  Recovery  and  Capital  the 
special  situations  trust.  Staying 
the  same.  Compound  Growth, 
however,  becomes  UK  Growth, 
and  Midland  & General  be- 
comes British  Opportunities. 
This  reflects  the  fact  that  Brit- 
ish Opportunities  is  more  risky 
and  should  offer  greater  re- 
turns than  its  more  staid  coun- 
terpart 

On  its  international  funds 
M&G  has  mostly  limited  itself 
to  dropping  the  word  General 
from  fund  names.  For  example, 
M&G  American  & General 
becomes  M&G  American.  In 
the  case  of  tiie  Japan  unit  trust 
however,  the  ommisskst  of 
General  signals  that  the  fond 
will  no  longer  invest  in  the 
Pacific  Basin. 

Financial  advisers  have  wel- 
comed the  overdue  changes  but 
are  cautious  about  recom- 
mending the  funds  until  they 
see  an  improvement  in  perfor- 
mance. Tim  CockeriU,  invest- 
ment director  of  Whltechunch 
Securities  in  Bristol  said:  “I 
think  they  had  to  do  tills.  The 
world  has  moved  on  and  this  is 
M&G  catching  up.  However, 
irs  one  thing  announcing  the 
changes,  but  you've  got  to  see 
things  happen.” 
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Five  kilos  of  potatoes  and  what  is 
today's  special  offer  on  gas?  Water, 
light  and  heat  may  not  yet  be 
stacked  on  supermarket  shelves  but  for 
UK  househcHdeis,  just  as  for  US 
consumers,  the  chance  to  shop  around 
for  household  services  has  arrived. 

From  November  1.  for  example,  some 
25  million  domestic  gas  users  in  Scot- 
land and  the  North  East  will  be  able  to 
choose  from  11  gas  companies  licensed 
as  suppliers.  The  change  should  spell 
savings  of  about  £10  a month  on  gas  bills 
says  Of  gas.  the  industry  regulator. 

Deregulation  in  the  gas  market  began 
in  April  19%  in  Devon.  Cornwall  and 
Somerset,  followed  earlier  this  year  by 
Avon.  Dorset.  Sussex  and  Kent  Out  of 
15  million  domestic  gas  users  in  these 


Shopping  around  in  the  household  services  sale 


areas,  more  titan  515,000  have  left  Brit- 
ish Gas.  Average  gas  bills  are  estimated 
to  have  fallen  24  per  cent  between  1986 
and  1996.  On  top  of  which,  says  Okas, 
deregulation  has  seen  companies  under- 
cutting BG’s  standard  tariff  by  up  to  20 
percent  — a £65  average  annual  saving. 

Sixteen  gas  companies  are  currently 
licensed  as  suppliers  in  the  UK.  It  is 
expected  that  all  remaining  areas  of  the 
UK  will  have  been  opened  up  to 
competition  fay  June  1998,  with  Greater 
London  and  Surrey  among  the  last.  In 
an  attempt  to  reassure  customers  in  the 
new  areas.  Ofgas  has  drawn  up  market- 


ing guidelines  which  it  proposes  to 
include  as  a licensing  condition.  The 
move  oomes  after  complaints  in  the  early 
days  of  deregulation  about  high-pres- 
sure sales  tactics  and  confusing  market- 
ing. which  meant  that  some  household- 
ers signed  up  to  change  supplier  without 
understanding  what  was  involved. 

Electricity  companies  are  also  pre- 
paring for  big  changes.  From 
next  ApriL  the  UK's  26  million  do- 
mestic electricity  users  can  shop  around. 
Four  companies  are  in  the  first  deregula- 
tion — Eastern  Electricity,  Yorkshire  El- 


ectricity. Seeboard  and  Manweb.  This 
means  initially  each  group  will  be  able 
to  compete  for  business  in  others’ 
markets.  Deregulation  across  the  re- 
maining regions  will  begin  later  next 
year.  Domestic  electricity  charges  have 
fallen  15  per  cent  since  1990.  Professor 
Stephen  LitfiechikL  of  Offer,  the  electric- 
ity industry  regulator,  has  already 
unveiled  1998-2000  final  pricing  plans. 

If  accepted  by  the  electricity  compan- 
ies, it  wffl  mean  electricity  biffs  cut  by 
£24  on  average.  These  final  price  propos- 
als will  says  Offer,  give  price  restraints 
in  transition. to  full  deregulation.  . . , 


Competition  in  the  phone  market  is 
much  further  advanced.  BT  may  still  be 
the  largest  supplier  but  now  has  plenty 
of  competitors,  as  the  telecoms  market 
becomes  increasingly  international  and 
draws  in  global  players.  Alongside  oper- 
ators such  as  Mercury,  pul  of  Cable  & 
Wireless,  die  large  multinational  cable 
television  groupings  have  been  making 
their  mark  developing  franchised  areas 
across  the  UK  offering  both  cable  TV 
and  kwcost  phone  services.  BT  esti- 
mates its  phone  charges  have  fallen  in 
real  terms  by  50  per  cent  since  privatisa- 
tion in  I984-,  Price:  promotions  Jiave^ 


played  their  part  BTs  Friends  and 
Family  offer  has  signed  up  nearly  13 
millloh  phone  users.  The  offer  cuts  die 
cost  of  calls  to  ten  nominated  numbers 
10  per  cent  and  is  available  free  of 
though  initially  when  it  was 
Launched  in  199C  there  was  a £5  charge. 

However,  consumers  have  had  less  to 
cheer  about  water  rates.  Since  privatisa- 
tion in  1989.  water  bills  lave  risen  88  JL 
per  cent  mduding  inflation,  and  by  34i 
per  cent  in  retd  terms.  Lower  prices  are 
in  the  pipeline,  says  Ian  Byatt  Director- 
General  of  Water  Services.  But  custom- 
ers Will  have  to  wait  until  2000  before 
sering  how  efficiency  savings  and  lower 
costs  translate  mto  tower  water  biffs. 
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Of  £25.— .GOVETT 

gives  you  the  INVESTMENT 

potential  of  the  world 

To  establish  a globally-orientated,  well-diversified 
portfolio  doesn’t  necessarily  require  huge  sums  of 
money.  With  the  Govett  Investment  Trust  Savings 
Scheme,  you  can  begin  reaping  the  rewards  of 
professional  fund  management  for  as  little  as  £25 
a month  or  a minimum  £250  lump  sum.  The 
scheme  is  specifically  tailored  for  those  seeking 
the  prospect  of  worthwhile  returns  in  the 
future.  Our  range  of  seven  investment  trusts 
spans  the  most  promising  markets  in  the  UK 
Si-jrrr  Mcrofnl nttd Ip «4.  aa Hkmicm: uteoKj  1VHT-  Lqq?  and  the  World.  You  can  choose  from:  Govett 

*A*  measured  bf  the  Betti  Prices  index. 

Oriental,  Govett  Strategic,  Govett  American  Smaller  Companies,  Govett 
Asian  Smaller  Companies,  Govett  Emerging  Markets,  Govett  High  Income  and  ♦ 
First  Ireland.  A glance  at  the  chart  will  show  just  how  worthwhile  the  returns 
from  investment  trusts  can  be.  To  find  out  more  about  our  high  returns,  simply 
return  the  coupon  or  call  us  on  0845  300  90  90  90. 
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To:  The  Customer  Services  Department,  A1B  Govwt  Asset  Menaonmera  Unwed,  $JiaeVI«on  Hotae,  * BeHJa  Bridflo  Leno.  London,  S£1  2HR. 
Tet  0845  300  W 9080.  Pf«M  »nd  mo  dateiia  of  the  Gown  (nvwtmeirt  filter  Savings  Schema  A P6P  O The  Govtrtt  PfcWton  Ptunj  O 
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Investment 


THE 


MARKS  & SPENCER 
GUARANTEED 
CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT 
PLAN 


IMPORTANT'  REASONS 
-TO  CONSIDER 
INVESTING 
IN  OUR  PLAN 

’The. value  of  your  original  investment 
guaiar«Eed  00  chc  5th  anniversary* 

1 Potential  for  tax-free*  growth  through  the 
Marks  & Spencer  UK  100  Companies  Pond 
which  currently  tracks  the  FT-SE*  100 
Index. 

The  hist  issue  or  our  Guaranteed  Plan  has 
grown  by  33.7%  since  its  launch  on  4th 
April  1996*. 

Access  to  your  investment  ar  all  times 

No  initial- charge «nd  no  exit  charge 

An  almnative  to  higher  rare  savings 
accounts  and  "fosas. 


ISSUE 


Call  free  on 


0800  363  451 


Sam  to  8pm  weekdays. 
fVim  ro  5pm  weefcemis. 


A General  Personal  Equity 
Plan  with  a special  guarantee 
from  Marks  & Spencer 
Financial  Services 


OFFER  MUST  CLOSE 

28th  NOVEMBER  1997 

The  Plan  invests  your  money  in  the  Marks  & 
Spencer  UK  100  Companies  Fund  which  currently 
tracks  the  performance  of  the  FT-5E®  100  Index.  The 
minimum  investment  is  0,000  and  the  maximum 
isL6t000.  7 


quoting  reference  coda  P 090 


The  Gwnmiri  Capital  Inreitmem  Plan  (bill*  I)  wai  launched  on  4th  April  19%. 
la  partomum  H toed  on  dMdnnf  Income  relmraoi  grog,  mlnw  tM  tjargts  ipfwnprim  tu 
Qi*-R¥igp(4  20thAHptn  1997.  (See  arms  and  cotnMom  far  M tafonwdwi  of  dartre.) 

* X*  eat  fanes  ap  a UM  to  ach  ox  jnr  to  * Grant  9S?  Thu**  ma  k kbit  m carpmdM  ax 
ou  Wf  fntXKM  te  rauhes.  Any  or  deducted  (rare  four  hem  la  cUmed  to*  tan  *»  Hand  Rmu 
on  j«w  fcehrif  in!  pnjft  you  mal«  urtMiitSiy  jur  PEP  ts  jbo  ox4m  tin  ok  wwtrnr*  pt  Kfcj 
wty  In  dren»d  by  hittca  tupriiuan.Thi  vahrt  tjlnsfox  ben^a  nay  dapepd  on  yewr  hdWifanl  InancM 
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die  July  1991  Bnfpi  cb*  future  of  Pff*  is  uncertain.  TIM  Chmc«ner  of  the  ExcheqiMi' 
bu  BHKHMKed  (hat  a MW  a»-pn<««gad  rehlde.  the  IndMduil  Sirtnji  Mon  (BA),  <*■  ba 
tenutoccd  dwtm  IW9.  The  currant  tn  bmtfa  for  PEP*  wffl  eoDdnun  Imtfi  Sdv  April  1999  md 
the  Government  *1  now  warMtig  on  propmab  hr  S*i*  and  the  tnorerridn  WfcTESSAi  Bid 
ether  typa  of  meijp  mm  Eita. 

‘Unpnftnwwa  cere*  inn  efface  B the  vilua  of  year  attjpnl  inesadeK  hut  Mien  an  5th 
Deenwfcer  3002.  or  the  data  ot  your  dwth.  if  ovteiThe  <tag«  far  *e  paWM  a t SB,  e»  the 
whre  of  r»r  Plan  fta Wff  each  yrer  far  Gre  nn  ‘ 

and  -FOOrSfc-  are  oadenartci  of  a®  Lotion  Sbck  Etaiwap  Ureftad  and  the. 
ftwxitl  Tenet  United  ured  hr  the  FTSE  hwrredauel  Umfcad  uitdar  8bmb»  •. 


for  fol)  details  ol  the  Plan  including  an  application 
forni  and  Terms  and  conditions  simply  call  foe  on 
0800  363  451  quoting  reference  code  P090. 

Please  remember  the  value  of  units  and  the  Income 

from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

Also  past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future 
performance. 
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Concern  is  growing  over  best-buv  advice,  says  Patrick  Collinson 
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How  “in dependent”  is 
independent  ' finan-  .- 
dal_  advice?  ; IFAs  - 
trumpet  their  skill  at  picking 
the  right  financial  product  for 
clients  from  the  multitude 
available,  but  an  official  report 
out  this  week  highlights  grow- 
ing alarm  about  restrictive 
and  potentially  commission- 
related  “best-buy  panels". 

A best-buy.  or  best-advice, 
panel  is  a recommended  list  of 
products,  typically  pm  togeth- 
er by  a large  firm  of  indepen- 
dent financial  advisers,  or  a 
* network  of  smaller  IFAs.  What 
^causing  concern  is  the  extent 
to  which  they  represent  not 
what  is  best  for  the  client,  but 
what  is  best  for  the  broker's 
commission. 

Best-buy  panels  are  clothed 
in  secrecy.  Few  IFAs  will 
reveal  a list  of  which  com- 
panies and  products  are  on 
their  panels,  possibly  fearing 
scrutiny  of  their  choices.  The 
common  reason  given  is  that 
best-buy  panels  represent  ex- 
pensive research,  which  they 
do  not  wish  to  share  with 
competitors. 

The  product  providers  — 
largely  me  insurance  and  Pep 
companies  — are  desperate  to 
n entry  to  the  best-buy  lists 
the  guaranteed  sales  they 


A man  alone:  advisers*  best-boy  lists  may  not  be  all  they  seem 


deliver.  Up  to  a half  of  all 
product  sales  by  IFAs  are  now 
via  best-buy  lists,  arid  no 
product  prcwider  will  openly 
criticise  what  are,  in  effect, 
their  biggest  customers.  But  in 
private  the  talk  is  of  commis- 


•mV 


Cashing  in 

an  endowment  policy? 


Make  sure  it  goes 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

Auction  prices  for  endowment  policies  can  be  as  much 
as  double  assurance  companies'  surrender  values..  • 
There's  only  one  place  to  find  out  what  yours  Is  worth. 
For  more  information  visit  our  web  ring  or  fax. 

H.E. 

Foster  & Cranheld 

-BMUBD1W— — — • 

AHCtkmm  and  Warn  •" 
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sion  negotiations,  which  can 
tip  a perfectly  good  product  off 
a so-called  txisr-buy  panel  to 
make  way  far  cme  carrying  a 
higher  commission. 

This  week  the  Personal  In- 
vestment Authority  Consumer 
Panel,  an  independent  body 
made  up  of  a number  of 
consumer  and  voluntary  org- 
anisations, highlighted  its  con- 
cerns about  the  quality  and 
impartiality  of  best  advice 
panels.  If  recommended  that 
clients  be  warned  about  the 
existence  of  a best-buy  panel, 
that  advisers  should  be 
allowed  to  go- “off-panel"  in 
their  recommendations,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  set 
number  of  product  providers 
on  a best-buy  list. 

It  also  called  far  effective 
Chinese  Walls,  forcing  prod- 
uct research  and  commission 
negotiations  to  be  completely 
separated,  to  avoid  best-buy 
panels  simply  reflecting  Which 
company  is  paying  the  best 
commission. 

Barbara  Saunders,  the  Con- 
sumer Panel  chairman,  said: 
“ITS  very  difficult  to  get  dear 
answers  about  the  extent  to 
which  ccnnmissioa  is  influenc- 
ing product . recommenda- 
tions. Advisers'  say  that 
commission  is  not  part,  of  the 
equation,  but  we  are  nor 
entirety  convinced  that  that  is 
always  the  case.  We  would  be 


happier  if  there  was  much 
more  openness  about  the  crite- 
ria advisers  are  using  in  best 
• advice,  panels." 

Bradford  & Bindley,  the 
early  remaining  major  high 
■ street  building  society  which 
promotes  independent  finan- 
cial advice,  confirms  that  it 
operates  a best-buy  list  Its  list 
reveals  that  a customer  seek- 
ing pensions  advice  from  B&B 
wifi  be  offered  a product  from 
one  of  only  six  pension  com- 
panies an  its  list,  while  the 
endowment  choice  is  limited  to 
just  three  providers.  Yet  Bar- 
bara Saunders  says  that  she 
would  expect  a best-buy  list  to 
have  many  more  than  five 
providers. 

Lynn  Coleman.  Bradford  & 
Binglcy  marketing  manager, 
rob  ustly  defends  foe  best-buy 
panel  She  says  B&B  spends 
more  than  £100,000  a year 
researching  products  for  the 
best  deals  and  updates  its  best- 
buy  list  regularly. 

But  Roddy  Kohn,  of  Kohn 
Cougar,  the  Bristol-based  ad- 
visers, said:  “We  don't  operate 
a panel.  We.  don’t  take  the 
product  first  and  see  how  the 
customer  will  fit  into  it  but 
genuinely  tailor-make  each 
piece  of  product  advice  to  suit 
an  individual's  particular 
circumstances. " 

Mr  Kohn,  who  is  also  a PIA 
board  member,  agrees  that 
clients  should  be  told  of  the 
existence  of  the  panels.  “If 
someone  goes  to  an  IFA  for 
total  freedom  and  total  choice, 
then  they  should  be  told  if 
what  they  are  being  offered  is 
straight  off  the  panel"  he  said. 

Another  adviser  said  that  a 
choice  of  just  three  to  five 
providers  for  a product  catego- 
ry was  too  low.  Rod  eric 
Renrason,  of  Robson  Rhodes, 
who  represents  a group  of 
atxotmtancy-based  IFAs,  said 
that  although  his  company 
operates  a best-buy  panel, 
there  are  typically  seven  to 
nine  products  in  each  catego- 
ry. “I  would  be  surprised  if  a 
panel  had  less  than  five  or  six 
providers  an  it."  he  said. 

Mr  Kohn  is  calling  for  a 
maximum  commission  agree- 
ment in  which  commission  on 
product  categories  such  as 
pensions  and  ‘ endowments 
would  be  standardised.  This 
was  tried  out  in  tire  late  1980s. 
but  promptly  abolished  by  the 
Office  of -Fair  Trading  as  “anti- 
competitive.” 
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GUARANTEED 
GROWTH 
AFTER  6 YEARS 

(EQUIVALENT  TO  A BUILDING  SOCIETY  GROSS  INTEREST 
RATE  OF  7.1%  PA  TO  A BASIC  RATE  TAXPAYER.) 
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Fmding  the  best,  place  to  invest  your 
money  is  often  difficult.  Luckily,  the’ 
Guaranteed  Bond  from  Commercial . Union 
makes  that  choice.  much  simpler. 

So  before  you  commit  your  money  in 
any  other  investment/  ask  yourself  theste 
5 simple  questions. 


2.Wyburwt«al  100%  aftrir  »*«**? 

' ~~ ! ■ ■ -.  -t . ; 1 ii.j 

fiVj. 


ufoMwtf »rt»? ■;  ■ n--  , ( f.  ■■  A-'..  - .;.'. 

■’  7*wfortnam»t»f  the  fTSE  100  ImfaadK!  * ■„  ‘ . 


Remember,  as  well  as  a minimum  40% 
return,  you'll  also  get  a chance 
■ to  share  in'  'the ' growth  ■ of  the  ; If  if  j 
FTSE  lbo  Index  We'll  send 
, full  details  when  you  reply.  jfJSE log 
This  offer  will  dose  on  17th  /ttffljSy/ 

• November.1997  or  earlier  if  fully  j 
subscribed. 

- It  is  available  to  UK  residents  at  least 
18  years  old  and  less  than  76  years  old  on 
1st  December  1997. 

. For  mors  information  contact  your 
Tinaucial  Adviser,  post  the  coupon  below  or  call  free  on: 


0800  731  7140 


lines  arc  open  tom  to  0pm.  7 day*  a week,  pteue  quote  referents 
GlEDOLTo  maintain  high  service  standards,  year  calls  willbe  recorded. 


0.2%  BONUS  FOR  EARLY 
RESPONSE.  UP  TO  0.6%  BONUS 
FOR  LARGE  INVESTMENTS. 


. With  the  Guaranteed  Bond. you  can  safely 
say  'yes'  to  all  of  these  questions. 

Smi  Administration  Unit,  Commercial  Union  Lite  Assurance, 
| ' FREEPOST  SCE4W2,  FLEET,  Hampshire  GU138BR. 
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Fbrenamcfe) 
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Home  Tel  Nu 


WbrkTelNo 


Date  of  Birth 


i I ner.cn  turn.  j . 
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Ref.  G1ED01. 
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LifeAssurance 
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Choose  the 

pension 

that  doesn't 

tie  you  down 


looking  for  a personal  pension  plan  ibax  adapts  to 
the  way  you  live  your  BfePYouVe  looking  at  it  now. 

O Stop  and  start  payments  whenever  you  Uke" 

O Increase  or  decrease  contributions  tailboiU  penally 
O FttBp  portable  from  job  to  Job 

O If  you're  not  enttrefy  satisfied  wilbht  tiro  years,  you  can 
transfer  yottr  pension  fund,  and  aUtbe  administrative 
charges  you've  paid,  to  another  provUterT 

o Index-tracking  for  growth  potential  at  low  cost 

And  you  can  start  your  pension  plan  from  just  £50  a month. 

For  more  details  call  0500  65  65  65. 


General 

trust  us  to  deliver 


Please  Acad  me  a persocuJ  Hhistratioa  and  infonmtkm  pack 
oo  ttoc  Legal  & General  Personal  Pension  Plan. 


B10/DU7 


m 


TUle:  OtaUn/Uba/oaten . 
Surname:. 

AddrewL 


. Forename:. 


.Postcode:. 


Are  you:  SdfempksyedD 
Bnpkjyctl  □ Ifocmptoyed  □ 

1 not**  cmendy  In  an 

employer's  pension  scheme. 


InrnmeA-.  — pa 

Mease  ptm  tot  L«l  * Ceacni  * 


IpbmonetiKac. 
Date  of  birth: 


.(WaW 


/ J 
Initial  contribution  (Gran 
£ per  month  data.  AH) 


.per  annum  (miniMoi 
.Single  Imln  CTIWm 


0500  65  65  65 

>v-.i:i  - -<.<i •-.d.:’ - r>:  n n 
i\i>:  (!Uota.£  rr  v 
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a Man.  PUZFOCT  (SWC1006X  CMV  CPI  TTW. 

For  further  infonnatioa  on  our  prodocw  iutpyArwndcgahuulgc3ienLco.uk 


■Siijjca  10  Legal  & Cetvoil'j  approvaL  AUnatioa  of  cooiribulicm  nuy  aitea  the  p«Bik>n  obninaWe  11  letircmmi  vc  TTcrtOT  and  condttKiir^^i^t^^r^uCTC 
The  eatac  of  onto  may  down  as  «B  as  op.  ttu  penfannmor  is  not  neccHarity  a guide  m>  {mure  pcxfixmancc.  Now  and  then,  we  imy  tell  you  abota  our  other  products 
or  serrioes  offered  by  the  UgaJ  ft  Geaexil  Crovp  of  ampanici  that  we  bdiewe  may  be  of  InteRn  to  you.  If  yon  would  prefer  not  to  receive  rtb  coeftiUy  idecied 
atfctnmioa.  pkase  coatact  tv.  Legal  Jfc  Genera]  Direct  Limited  b a rcptacmatlvr  only  of  the  Legal  Sc  General  roarioexiiig  group,  manben  or  whldi  ire  regulated 
by  the  Petaonai  Investment  Authority  and  IMHO  for  the  purposes  of  lecoanneniiiig.  2d  rising  on  2nd  setting  ATe  nmnm  2nd  Investment  products  boring 
legal  * General's  mmc- Legal  S Genral  Direct  Lknfcrd  Rcgriscetl  b Engfcmd  No  Z702060.Rc»ineial  Office:  Ttmplc  Cotn.  1 1 Queen  ViamtiStiTct.  London  EC4N  4TP 


A mortgage  with 


totally  different 
house  rulesr- 


Our  Flexible  Mortgage 
has  some  features  you  may  well  like 
to  home  in  on. 

First,  we  keep  our  mortgage  rate  at  least  0.5%  below  the  average  high  street  rate. That’s  currently  7.75®b, 
APR  8.0%  with  no  hidden  catches. 

Second,  we’ll  give  you  a cheque  book  that  gives  you  access  to  extra  funds  at  the  same  low  rate.  You  choose 
if,  and  when,  you  use  it.  And  what  for.  School  fees.  Home  improvements.  New  car... 

And  third,  there's  a whole  range  of  repayment  options  to  suit  you  - including  a payment  holiday. 

Check  it  Out  for  yourself.  Just  call  0S00  783  2222,  quoting  EM2,  or  fill  in  the  coupon. 


To  Scottish  Widows  Bank,  FREEPOST  EH2920,  16  Bernard  St..  Edinburgh  EH6  6PP. 

Surname  Mr/Mrs/Mgs/Mg 

first.  Namcfsl 


Address 


Post  rode 


Telephone  No,  fWort/homc) 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 

Looking  good  Jot  your  money. 


We  will  never  make  year  name  and  address  available  to  other  organisations.  However,  we  will  ocrulMtullv  tell  jou  about  products  and  services 
which  we  believe  will  he  0/  intern*  to  you.  If  you  would  prefer  not  to  receive  ihU  Information,  pleat?  trek  tbit  box  O fcM2 


Banking  Services,  Call  on  0800  783  2222 


Scottish  Widows  Bank  will  require  a Bm  legal  charge  (Standard  Security  ft  Scotland)  uwr  the  property  and  augment  <>l  an  arrrpiablc  life-  policy.  Imcnu  raid  uv  rnrr«v  m 
1/10/'T7  but  mav  rarr  and  thi*  could  alleet  ywir  Rpanwin*.  Maximum  advance  W'i  nt  punhaar  pcirr  nr  valuation,  whichever  h the  knwr  Applirem,  must  k-  jged  IS  mrr.  All 

: appfiranl*  linanrul  uanu  and  valualiun  of  property.  A cmlil  search  maw  be  imtkTUktui.  Anllahlc  in  Scotland,  England 


ktulmg  la  iith|«l  lo  appraiaaJ  by  the  Bank  of  the  apphranls  ruunrial  uanu  and  valualiun  of  property.  A cmlil  search  maw  be  iratlertabui.  Atillxhlc  m Scotland,  England  and  Wain. 
The  property  tmut  be  full}  insured  Tor  the  duration  nf  the  loan.  Full  drtaJl*  and  written  quotations  are  arailahle  on  request 'Typical  example  hasn]  mi  90S  loan  tn'salur  for  a mnnwacr 
of  iiO.OOO  over  ?5  year*  (amuming  MIRAS  cakulaled  under  rurrent  la*  legulalinn  whvh  may  alter)  are;  Capita)  ami  Intrreat  Mor(g^c  - MM  oel  mnnthh  rvaanrntiu  nf  1575^ 

" rUpff-  ■ 3<N  "*■'  of  1481  “lih  a final  paynwnl  0f  1^0,487.61 . Tot  afeharp-  fur  credit  U15,«h  Kw  both  tsnAnr 

* lec»  t!75. Kiliriiur*  wcurhy  fna/regatriiitiJi  charge  Li 50.  hauls  tremfer  rfuqje  llO^and  vniril.  .|»dharge  fee  L$0. Tr  k-phtute 


• Z5  year*  (amuming  1 

Total  charge  for  credit  LI  8 1 .66  J;  in  terras  Only  Mnrli 

mortgage  the  total  charge  for  credit  nielndcs  - tnduen  I _ „ ■ ^ 

calls  may  hr  rctxtnkd  or  monhored.  Scottish  Widow,  Bank  pic.  Company  Number  I W554.  Rngmend  in  Sciuland  having  it,  Regut.-red  Office  u:  PO  B.vx  t ?7S7,  ]7  Mdrille  MrerT 
Fdtnkirgh  EHJ  7YX.  taunl  hy  Sroukh  Widows  Bank  plr.  wholly  owned  hy  Kmnuh  Widows'  Find  and  1 lirAwiniff  Wk-i,  nhidi  ■■  regulaird  Iw  ihc  IVnuiut  InvnimnM  Auihnnlr' 
YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  OO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 


fi 

(J 


7 


(kp'sL)  u*)  ->5^ 


FAR  EAST  CRISIS  52 

The  Hang  Seng 
tremor  rattles 
nerves  worldwide 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 

INTO  BATTLE  57 


Knight  sallies 
forth  for  small 
shareholders 
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Marianne  Curphey 
on  the  lure 
of  commission 


HOME  buying; 


Ts  this  the 


Goita3me,p««e5S 


studio  flat? 
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INVESTMENT 


Radical  review  gets  1, 


The  Government  has 
received  more  than 
1,000  responses  to  a 
pensions  review  it 
hopes  will  deliver  a radical  sol- 
ution to  the  problem  of  provi- 
sion in  the  decades  ahead. 

The  life  assurance  industry, 
plus  all  financial  institutions 
with  an  interest  in  sayings  and 
investment,  was  invited  to  con- 
tribute during  the  two-month 
consultation  period.  The  con- 
clusions will  form  part  of  a 
Green  Paper  to  be  published  at 
the  beginning  of  next  year. 

In  announcing  the  review, 
the  Government  urged  the 
industry  to  leave  no  stone 
unturned.  It  wanted  every  ave- 
nue for  the  future  of  pensions 
explored,  against  a back- 
ground of  preserving  the  state 
earnings-related  pension 
scheme  (Serps),  and  introduc- 


ing a new  concept  of  a “stake- 
holder" pension.  This  would  be 
introduced  to  ensure  that  ail 
members  of  society  would  be 
included  in  the  new  pensions 
regime,  even  those  who  did  no 
paid  work,  or  were  on  very  low 
wages. 

While  the  Government  con- 
siders the  responses.  DSS  offic- 
ials are  putting  together  detail- 
ed proposals  about  tire 
structure  of  “stakeholder”  pen- 
sions themselves.  Last  week  the 
DSS  was  still  unable  to  give 
even  a rough  idea  of  what 
“stakeholder"  actually  meant 

Some  within  the  industry 
believe  the  Government  will 
have  to  include  some  form  of 
compulsion  in  its  plans,  while 
others  believe  this  will  be  al- 
most impossible  to  enforce. 
Many  are  concerned  about  the 
future  viability  of  Serps.  The 


Government  has  been  inundated 
with  advice  on  the  new  stakeholder 
pensions,  says  Caroline  Merrell 


fart  that  contributions  from 
those  entering  the  scheme  have 
to  be  used  to  pay  pensions  of 

those  retiring  means  that  as  the 

population  ages,  there  will  be 
less  money  to  support  more 
people.  The  DSS  reiterated  last 
week  that  ffie  Government  was 
committed  to  maintaining 
Serps. 

In  its  review  submission, 
the  National  Association 
of  Pension  Funds  (NAPF). 
that  represents  hundreds 
of  pension  fund  managers, 
claims  that  even  the  basic  state 


pension  is  not  particularly  eff- 
icient. The  basic  pension,  cur- 
rently worth  about  £62  per 
week,  will  be  roughly  worth 
half  what  it  is  today,  the  NAPF 
claims  the  present  basic  pen- 
sion system  is  wasteful-  It  says: 
•This  is  because  it  provides  too 
little  for  the  poor  and  provides 
money  that  is  not  strictly  need- 
ed for  the  rich.  We  therefore 
believe  in  a targeted  basic  state 
pension,  but  without  the  disad- 
vantages of  post-retirement 
means-testing." 

Controversially,  the  NAPF 
believes  Serps  is  unlikely  to  be 


an  efficient  method  of  deliver- 
ing pensions.  It  says:  “Our  view 

is  that  the  accrual  of  Serps 
should  cease  for  those  under 
the  age  of  50  and  existing 
benefits  should  be  preserved 
and  indexed." 

The  NAPF  is  also  keen  to 
preserve  and  extend  the  bene-  • 
fits  of  occupational  schemes, 
but  believes  those  who  da  not 
have  a company  scheme 
should  put  10  per  cent  of  their 
wages  in  a stakeholder  plan.  It 
ados:  “Modelling  has  shown 
that  with  total  employee/ 
employer  contributions  of  10 
per  cent,  a high  proportion  of 
individuals  could  look  forward 
to  an  adequate  income  from  the 
stakeholder  pension."  The 
NAPF  thinks  10  per  cent  contri- 
butions would  produce  a pen- 
sion equivalent  to  50  per  cent  of 
final  salary.' 


Legal  & General  in  its 
submission  to  the  Government, 
is  against  compulsion.  "Tlte 
new  system  should  be.votan-- 
tary  not  compulsory.  Our  own 
research  shows  that  thcreis 
now  widespread  public  accep- 
tance that  the  State  camct 
provide  generous  pensions  in 
future,  all  that  is  needed  to 
galvanise  those  fee&tgs  into 
- actions."  it  says.  TAG;  wants. 

tile  basfc  state  pension  privatis- 
ed, to  help  to  boost  the  pensions 
of  the  low  paid  It  ateo  wants 
stakeholder  pensions,  easily 
transferable. 

Pearl  wants  tte- stakeholder 
pension  made  up  of  a national 
ing  trance  dement,  some  pers- 
onal contributions  and  . same 
automatic  life  caver  with  same 

praraum  paying  ftexflnlriy, 
with  premiums  continued  to  be 
paid  if  customers  lose  then: jobs. 


Savings 
group  takes 
a new  track 


WEEKEND  MONEY 


GUIDE 


Saving  for 
Your  Future 


WEEKEND  MONEY 
Is  edltectiy  Aime  Askworth 


More  fireworks  over  Hong  Kong 


The  Hong  Kong  slock  market  fell  a 
total  of  12  per  cent  this  week, 
substantially  cutting  the  value  of  the 
£5  billion  held  by  UK  investors  in  Far 
Eastern  unit  trusts. 

The  fall,  triggered  by  the  cuirency 
turmoil  in  other  Asian  countries,  is  the 
first  of  the  shocks  predicted  by  many  fund 
managers  after  the  handover  of  the  colony 
to  the  Chinese  at  the  end  of  June. 

At  one  point  during  the  week,  the  mar- 
ket had  dropped  16  per  cent  the  biggest 
fan  since  the  October  1987  crash.  Other 
stock  markets  around  the  world  fell  on  the 
back  of  the  collapse.  However,  some 
recovery  seemed  on  its  way  yesterday  with 
the  Hong  Kong  market  up  700  points. 

At  the  time  of  the  handover,  some  in  the 
investment  community  said  the  Hong 
Kong  stock  market  was  bound  to  be  vola- 
tile. The  source  of  volatility  was  expected 
to  be  the  Chinese  Government  — any  hint 
of  a return  to  hardline  communism  would 
have  a big  impact  on  share  prices.  None 
predicted  that  Hong  Kong  would  suffer 
■mm  the  same  problems  that  have  hit 


Thailand,  Malaysia  and  Indonesia.  The 
currencies  of  all  three  have  been  devalued 
in  the  wake  of  wave  after  wave  of  currency 
speculation  in  the  regfon- 

The  fact  the  Hong  Kong  dollar  is 
pegged  to  the  US  dollar  has  been  central  to 
economic  stability  for  the  colony.  Accord- 
ing to  fund  managers.  UK  investors 
looking  at  losses  on  their  Hong  Kong 
trusts  should  lake  heart  from  the  pledge  by 
the  Chinese  that  h plans  to  keep  the 
Currency  peg  in  place.  Devaluing  the 
currency  would  substantially  cut  the  value 
of  Hong  Kong  shares  in  sterling.  If  die 
pattern  of  the  other  Asian  countries  were 
followed,  then  a devaluation  would  almost 
.certainly  be  followed  by  further  falls  in 
stock  prices. 

However,  the  cost  of  keeping  the 
currency  pledge  in  place  will  almost 
certainly  be  higher  interest  rates.  Any 
increase  in  interest  rates  will  hit  both  the 
commercial  and  residential  property  mar- 
ket. The  performance  of  about  40  per  cent 
of  the  companies  in  the  Hang  Seng  index 
is  directly  related  to  the  property  market 


The  other  big  companies  in  the  index  are 
the  banks  ami  companies  that  reap  most 
of  their  profits  from  China,  the  so-eafled 
red  chips.  The  banks  will  also  be  hit  by  any 

rise  m interest  rates,  while  many  fond 
managers  have  had  concerns  about  the 
valuations  of  the  red  chips  for  some  time. 

Hugh  Young,  managing  director  of 
Aberdeen  Asset  Management 
(Asia),  said  that  problems  for  UK 
invertors  with  holdings  in  Asia  bad  been 
exacerbated  because  many  investment 
houses  had  switched  their  investments 
into  Hong  Kong  betievmgU  lobe  immune 
to  the  problems  thai  are  affecting  the  other 
areas  of  the  region. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  peg  meant  the 
country  could  keep  interest  rates  down 
even  though  headline  inflation  was  high. 
He  said:  “For  the  last  five  years,  money 
has  been  virtually  fare  in  Hong  Kong."  He 
fdf  the  outlook  for  the  market  was  roaqr  in 
the  short  term. 

Caroline  Merrell 


Unless  you  live  in  Never  Never  Land,  the  reality  is, 
you  need  to  start  saving  in  a pension.  And  the  sooner 
you  dc  it  the  better.  At  Virgin  Direct  we  can  help  you 
arrange  a personal  pension  quickly  and  easily.  Simply  cal!  us 
today  and  ask  for  our  jargon  free  information  pack. 


direct 


0345  900  900 

Open  seven  deys  a week  from  Sem  to  10pm 


Virgin  Direct  Personal  Financial  Service  Ltd  h regulated  by  the- Personal  Investment  Authority:  The  price  of  units  arid  any  income ‘ffW* 
them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up  and  you  mayiwt  getbedethe  amount  you  invest.  *ffie  Basis  of  tax  may  change  and  the  value  of  the  tax 
b^Nfhdcpcnds  upon  your  own  personal  dromtsUnco.  For  your  socurtty  ail  calls  to  Virgin  Direct  ore  recorded  and  .randomly'  monitored*  _ 
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just  become  the  world's 
' besteading  single, ousting 
Bing  White 

Christmas,  was  waiting  in 
the  drawing  /room  -\of 
Woodside,'  Old  Windsor, 
where  he  had  had  thrown 
open  the  French  windows . 
The  sun  was  streaming' 
thrpugharid  there,  in  front 
of  mens,  -was ' die  new 
balustraded  terrace  Sir 
Roy  had  designed,  leading 
on  to  his  box  parterre  with 


'S Sra 


statues-  *!We  threw  our 
anus  around  each  other  m 
the  drawing  room  and 
danced  for  joy,"  Sir  Roy 
raalls.  “There  is  an  enthu- 
siasmand'a  delight  about 
Elton  arid  his  garden 
which,  is  infectious.” 

I Elton  had  asked  him  to 
design  an  Italian  garden 
on  the  advice  of  the  late 
fashion  designer  Gianni 
Versace.  He  says:  “I  asked 
Sir  Roy,  who  had 


'*1  A 


designed  Gianni's 
garden  in  Como,  to  do 
it  because  of  their  friend- 
ship," he  explains.  “The 
Italian  gardens  were  done 
very  quickly,  starting  in 
January  and  finishing  in 
irfl." 

Elton'S  love  of  gardens 
goes  back  to  his  childhood: 
“My  grandfather  died 
when  I was  five  and  my 
grandmother,  Ivy.  eventu- 
ally remarried  a man 
called  Horace  Sewell,  who 
had  one  leg  — he  lost  the 
other  in  the  First  World 
War.  He  was  the  first 
person  I knew  who  was 
crazy  about  gardening.  He 
worked  for  a gardening 


firm  in  Pinner  and  was  a 
most  amazing  gardener,  a 
real  dahlia  man.  Besides 
our  garden,  which  he 
loved,  Horace  had  a couple 
of  allotments  and  he  grew 
incredible  flowers:  roses; 
his  beloved  dahlias,  which 
he  used  to  exhibit  at  the 
local  agricultural  show  ev- 
ery year;  chrysanthe- 
mums. which  I don't 
particularly  care  for  sweet 
peas  and  various  vegeta- 
bles. My  grandmother  Ivy 
always  loved  gardening 
too,  and  was  a marvellous 
gardener.  So  they  were 
both  extremely  influential. 

“I  really  care  about  the 
seasons  and  watching 


things  grow.  After  all,  flow- 
ers and  plants  are  such  an 
integral  part  of  human  life. 
In  the  house  where  I was 
bom  in  Pinner  Hill  Road, 
we  had  a beautiful  garden 
and  we  always  had  a mass 
of  flowers  in  the  house 
throughout  my  childhood. 
Even  though  the  gardens 
of  my  youth  were  small 
and  suburban,  they  were 
invariably  pretty.  As  a kid, 
you're  always  made  to 
mow  the  lawn.  I didn't 
mind  mowing,  but  weed- 
ing I hated.  I’ve  always 
loved  gardens  and  ive 
always  loved  flowers  but  I 

Continued  on  page  2 


rtOMEim 


COUNTRY  LIFE 


TRAVEL.:.... 21-29  I GAMES 31,32 


de  1 ’Assemblage 

ron  Philippe  de  Rothschild 

To  create  wine  as  good  as  this  you  need  a tongue  like  a tuning  fork. 
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Continued  from  page  1 
haven't  got  green  fingers." 

Elton  is  particular  about  his 
flowers:  “There  are  certain 
ones  which  I simply  cant 
abide  — chiysthanthemums, 
which  remind  me  of  death  and 
which  1 absolutely  refuse  to 
have  in  my  hotel  rooms.  I 
loathe  baby’s  breath  and  I*m 
not  very  fond  of  carnations.  I 
cant  stand  them  in  a vase  or 
on  their  own,  and  I can’t 
believe  men  actually  wear 
them  in  their  buttonholes.  The 
only  place  where  they  are 
pretty,  and  should  remain,  is 
in  a garden." 

Have  flowers  influenced  his 
music?  “I  cant  say  that  they 
have  — in  any  way  other  than 
having  them  around  when  ! 
work  out  a melody." 

He  likes  vegetables,  too. 
“My  vegetable  garden,  in 
which  everything  is  organical- 
ly grown,  is  just  fabulous. 
Everything  is  healthy  and 
tastes  better.  And  as  for  our 
pumpkin  that  won  third  prize 
in  horticultural  show,  I’ve 


never  seen  a bigger  pumpkin 
in  my  life — it  weighed  1701b.  I 
was  so  proud. 

"When  you  have  a garden 
this  size,  you  have  to  have 
enough  people  caring  for  iL 
Charlie,  our  head  gardener, 
who  has  been  with  us  for 
years,  is  very  knowledgeable. 
We  have  five  extremely  good, 
full-time  gardeners,  which  I 
think  is  absolutely  necessary. 
We  cut  rases,  gladioli,  sweet 
peas,  sweet-william,  peonies, 
yellow  daisies,  dahlias  and 
scabious  from  the  potager  and 
garden,  which  is  lovely." 

Elton’s  gardens  and  wood- 
land at  WoodskJc,  which 
stretch  for  more  than  30  acres, 
are  treasured  beyond  most  of 
his  possessions.  “I  love  com- 
ing home  to  this  house,"  he 
says.  "It  gives  me  a sense  of 
peace.  When  I go  on  tour 
people  often  say  to  me,  ‘How 
can  you  bear  to  leave  Wood- 
side?’  I tell  them  the  only  way  I 
can  is  knowing  I can  come 
back  to  it  l go  through  these 
gates,  knowing  I’m  away  for 


THE  TIMES/DILLONS  FORUM 


A satirical 
walk  with 
BILL 
BRYSON 

READERS  are  invited  to  a 
forum  with  the  bestselling 
author  Bill  Bryson,  when 
he  will  read  extracts  from 
his  gripping  new  book,  A 
Walk  in  the  Woods,  giving 
accounts  of  his  experiences 
along  the  longest  footpath 
in  ihc  world,  the  Appala- 
chian Trail. 

The  trail  promised 
Bryson  endless  days  of 


three  or  four  months  and 
think.  ‘God,  how  much  I long 
to  get  bade’.  When  I do,  I see 
the  garden  changing  — there's 
always  something  magical 
happening  here. 

“Woodside  is  the  hub  of  my 
soul  probably:  the  centre  of 
my  life.  My  other  houses  — in 
London,  Atlanta  and  the  south 
of  France  — are  like  appen- 
dages to  the  tree." 

About  six  years  ago.  Elton  • 
asked  die  Prince  of  Wales's 
septuagenarian  garden  de- 
signer Rosemary  Verey  to  help 
him  create  sorrodiing  special. 
“1  love  nooks  and  crannies  in 
gardens.  Rosemary  Verey  de- 
signed two  English  cottage 
gardens  at  Woodside,  one  of 
which  has  a porcelain  path- 
way. They  are  very  magical 
and  special  places  for  me.  She 
placed  two  seats  in  diem  and  I 
love  to  sit  there  contemplating 
in  the  summer  rime,  sur- 
rounded by  huge  hollyhocks, 
globe  thistles  and  drifts  of 
forget-me-nots.” 

Mrs  Verey  is  delighted  by 
Elton’s  enthusiasm:  “He  loves 
the  final  effect,  he  really  does,” 
she  trills.  "I  feel  sure  that  he 
walks  around  his  garden  as 
much  as  he  can.  He  loved  all 
the  plants  that  he  remembered 
as  a child,  such  as  lupins, 
tulips  and  delphiniums. 

"One  of  the  first  borders  f 
did  was  all  in  rainbow  colours. 
I call  it  the  rainbow  border.  In 
fact,  when  he  invited  me  to  his 
fancy-dress  birthday  party  last 


year,  I went  as  the  rainbow 
border."  Mrs  Verey  also  plant- 
ed a scented  garden  and  an 
ISth-century  garden.  "I  have 
enjoyed  walking  round  the 
garden  with  Elton.  I always 
think  Elam  is  actually  a 
genius.  In  the  wood  there  is  a 
red  pillar  box  as  well  as  toe 
telephone  box.  And  there  is 
Daisy  the  Dinosaur  he  was 
given  by  Paul  McCartney: 

Daisy  was  in  the  middle  of  the 

lawns,  but  was  removed  by 
helicopter  to  the  woods.  If  you 
walk  past  the  dinosaur  at 
night,  the  eyes  light  up.” 

Sir  Roy  Strong  remembers  a 
railway  carriage  in  the  middle 
of  a lawn-  “Elton  asked  me 
what  he  should  do  with  it. 
•Well.  I should  leave  it  where  it 
is.’ 1 said. 

“There  is  a kind  of  beguiling 
eccentricity  to  the  garden.  His 
enthusiasm  is  both  guided 
and  misguided  but  it  has  a 
warmth.  He  has  an  original 
streak  but  it  is  totally  un- 
trained. There  is  nothing 
wrong  with  that,  but  Gianni 
[Versace]  was  working  on  it 
Elton  is  a most  sweet  and 
affectionate  person.  - At  his 
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Talking  point  an  old  red  telephone  box  with  a sy\phtike  female  statue,  garlanded  with  pink  camellias,  as  a caller 


birthday,  when  he  went  round 
all  the  tables,  I got  up  and 
kissed  him  on  both  cheeks.” 

The  admiration  is  mutual 
"People  like  Sir  Roy  Strong 
can  teach  you  so  many 
things."  Elton  says.  “And 
Rosemary's  a sensational 
woman.  She's  incredibly  ener- 
getic, never  stops. . . I don’t 
know  how  she  does  it  She’s 
just  a wonderful  creature.  I 
adore  her."  Nevertheless. 

Elton’s  decision  to 
bring  in  the  Ital- 
fan  . garden  did 


walking  and  the  chance  to 
turn  his  satirical  eye  on  his 
native  America. 

The  forum  on  Tuesday. 
November  4.  will  be  held  at 
the  Institute  of  Education. 
20  Bedford  Way.  London 
WCI,  at  730pm.  Tickets  at 
CIO  (concessions  £730)  in- 
clude £2  off  the  price  of  A 
Walk  in  the  Woods 

(Doubleday.  EI6.99). 


not  go  down  well  with  Mrs 
Verey,  since  one  of  hers  had  to 
be  flattened.  “The  only  logical 
place  you  could  have  it  near 
the  house,  and  at  the  same 
time  reach  into  the  field  to  get 
the  right  perspective,  was 
where  Rosemary  had  planted 
the  beautiful  while  garden." 
Elton  explains. 

"It  was  a wrench,  because  I 
didn't  want  to  get  rid  of  her 
garden,  so  we  shifted  it  over, 
and  now  it  will  have  to  grow 
all  over  again.  Already  the 
white  flowering  roses,  one  of 
my  favourites,  are  flourishing. 

“The  Italian  garden,  with  its 
mass  of  scarlet  geraniums 
surrounded  by  boxwood,  is 
very  striking  because  you  can 


go  and  lode  at  the  house  from 
the  avenue  of  trees  leading  to 
the  obelisk  and  the  house, 
looks  better  than  before.” 

Mrs  Verey’s  disappoint- 
ment is  palpable.  Although 
she  would  never  admit  it 
publidy.  she  dearly  feels  that 
an  Italian  Classical  garden  is 
not  quite  the  thing  to  go  with  a 
postwar  mock  Georgian 
house.  “My  initial  feeling  was 
that  I got  upset  But  for 
goodness  sake;  irs  not  my 
garden,  iris  his." 

Sir  Roy  is  diplomacy  itself, 
- although  there  is  a sense  that 
he  is  not  fanatical  about  Mrs 
Vereys  cottage  gardens  being 
attached  to  a house  of  this  size. 
“She  was  very  sweet  She  sent 


Pkasr  send  me rickttN  at  ElOodi  lf*S0 CMeewow) 

for  The  Time/ Mbits  Bill  Bryson  Forom  ^ Toeday.  4. 

aj  the  Institute  of  Education.  20  Bedford  Way.  London  WCI 

ADDRESS - 


POSTCODE 

DAY  PHONE  No 

/ endnsc  my  cheque  made  payable  to  Dillons  the  Bookstore 
Value  E. Cheque  number 

iPtetwB.mrvuui  rum*  jniaMnr-'Othc  fcadtf’f  theeberp*) 

Or.  pkase  debit  my  Credit  i Bank  Debit  t 
Dilions  account  cord  number 


Expiry-  ditc  .........I - Switch  i«ue  number  O 

PRINT  NAME — - 

SIGNATURE — - 

Please  past  coupon  and  remittance  to: 

The  Tines/ Mknn  BDI  Bryson  Forum 
MJauSL  82  Gower  Street.  London  WCIE  6EQ 
TeL*  0I7M67  lb».  Fajc  OI7W67  1690 
E-mail  <tfdetsagoworaiiUons.ori.nk 

FDR  OFFICE  USE  ONLY 

Ticket  numtor — — Date  sent — 


vp 

VI 


Above  an  indoor  statue  draped  with  roses,  lilies  and  ornamental  cabbages,  all  entwined  with  vine  leaves  and  wy.  Ri^rt  Elton's  shoes  topped  with  cabmens 


me  a letter  saying  how  nice  the 
'Italian  garden  looked  when  it 
was  finished." 

Like  many  moneyed  indi- 
viduals, Elton  “likes  the  inst- 
ant,” says  Sir  Rcty.  And  if  a 
whim  such  as  an  Italian 
garden  takes  him.  so  be  iL 
Elton  says:  “Apart  from  a 
few  trees,  this  garden  is 'only 
six  years  old.  When  I had  the 
house  redone,  we  flattened 
everything  and  basically 
started  again.  You  have  to  te 
very,  very  patienL  It’ll  take  a 
long  time  for  it  to  grow  and 
evolve,  but  one  of  the  joys  of 
having  a new  garden  luce  this 
is  thar  every  year  you  see  it 
blossom;  it  grows  fuller  and 
you  can  watch  it  mature. 

“Down  by  the  monkey  tree 
near  the  Orangery  we  have 
just  planted  some  Japanese 
maples.  Having  witnessed  the 
most  amazing  autumn  I have 
ever  seen  in  Atlanta,  the  most 
richly  beautiful  of  all  the 
. seasons  I think,  and  seen  how 
that  red  colour  changes,  1 
came  home  with  a special  urge 
to  plant  some.  So  that  is 
another  special  nook  1 love. 

TWe  probably  spend  more 
money  on  trees  than  anything 
else,  but  it  is  so  beautiful  to 
plant  things  like  my  favourite 
oaks,  as  well  as  weeping  wil- 
lows, magnolias  and  the  big 
catalpa  [Indian  bean  tree]  on 
the  front  lawn,  and  to  wafefi 
'things  grow  and  prosper. 

“Thenice  thing  now  is  that  I 
get  up  at  seven  o’clock  in  the 
: morning,  I see  the  sun  rise, 
. .and  notice  how  beautiful  it  is 
here  first  filing  in  the  morn- 
ing; how  peaceful  the  cows, 
look  , in  the  fields  in  the 
..summertime” 

• Adapted  from  Eton  John’s 
Fktwer  Fantasies:  An  Intimate 
Tourof  his  House  and  Garden, Iff 
Caroline  Cass  (Wddenfield& 
Nicholson.  £18.99}. 
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^ A A.  GDI  clocks  in 
for  a double  shift 
at  the  restaurant 
where  London's 
elite  wine,  dine 
and  clinch  deals 


A regular  haunt  of  the 
nch.  the  famous  and 
the  beautiful  people. 
The  Ivy  is  one  of-the 
hardest  restaurants  in  London 
which  to  get  a booking. 
Those  who  succeed  trad  to  be 
tram  a certain  background: 
u media,  theatrical  and . well- 

V owinectedtypes.Abusydayat 

( Thelyy  is.  as  might  be  expected 
given  its  staff  and  its  clientele,  a 
drama  all  of  its  own. 

M5anc  The  day  be- 
gins-  This  kitchen 
's- T looks  like  the  engine 
room  of  a 'beached 
battleship,  all  iron,  and  steel 
pipes  and  ducts,  thick  - arid 
corrugated,  worn  rough  and  . 
smooth. 

The  coromis  chef  puts  a pot,  *■ 
big  enough  to  bo3  a sniaij 
* missionary,  on  to  the  wide 
burner  and  chucks  in  skeleton 
segments  of  braes  two-hand- 
edly.  This  cauldron  will  sirn- 
• mer  and  bubble  aH  day.  until 
W the  braes  are  bleached  dry, 
making  stock,  tire  fuel  of 
traditional  kitchens  — sticky, 
meaty,  chanrelera  gsxxhress 
that  is  .'.the  base  for  soups,, 
sauces  and  glazes, 

7.15am:  The  day’s  first  deliv-  . 
ety:  bags  of  potatoes,  boxes  of 
squash,  carrots,  onions,  brans. 

8.00am:  Breakfast 
Bacon  sandwiches 
• for  the  kitchen,  sliced 
white,  chin-drib- 
bling. eaten  standing.  Thefirst . 
Blade  Suit  arrives.  A front-qf- 
house  manager,  he  hurries 
VH|  through  the  dining  room  tum- 
• ing  ra  lights. 1 

Over  by  the  liellish  deep  fat  .. 
fryer,  a big  chef  takes  a small  ' 
onion  bnaji.  .hies  ■ it  and. 
presses  it,  fries  it  again -and 
takes  it  to  the  sous~chef  to 
taste.  ‘ • ' 

“Not  enough  salt". 

He  gives  it  to  me  to  taste. 
“Notenou^isaftr.  • • .«■. 

"Better  put  some,  more  salt 
initthen." 

9.00am:  The  Ivy  is  having  .a 
problem  with  lunch-  Jt*  rot 
that  tables  might  beunodar-’ 
pied,  but. niost  of:fbe  large- 
tables  have.  bear  givaito" 
regulars. 

The  margin  for.  profit  in  a- 
restaurant,  even  one  as  popu- 
lar as  this.'  & measured  in 
single  figures,  rad  a table  far 
t four  with  two  people  sitting  at 
it  is  as  big  a waste  as  the 
kitchen  dropping  a-. whole 
goose  liver  down  the  waste 
disposal  unit  What  they  want 
is  a couple  of  sixes. 

930am;  MitdidL  'tirei  restau-.. 
rant  manager,  ariives  already 
dressed  in  his  rail;  ploughing:, 
back  and.,  forth,  across,  the . 
restaurant  like  the  captain’s 
cutter,  checking,  checking 
Service  is  all  in  me  detaiL 

. WJWfaun*-  The  sous-’’ : 
'dief_  bustles'  past  a 
waiters  to  a . 

~~  white  plastic  board 
and  writes  “Fish  of  the  day"  ■ 
with  a -feft.petL' "Swordfish  “•  -, 
no  nuts;  ho  garlic". 
k.  Mitch'  swings  through,  the  . 

* restaurant ' again,  checking 
Worcester  sauce;  mustard;.— 
English  and  "ErCndi  -T-.  Tabr' 
asco  fra  ousters  and  steak  : • 
tartareand  ketchup  frawhat-  1 
everyouEke.  I 
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•*  ineiatctien  pt  lljelvy,  the  quest  for  perfection  is  relentless.  It  is  a never-ending  ritual  of  tasting  and  seasoning,  with  the  ultimate  aim  of  pleasing  some  of  the  most  famous  palates  in  London 
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Media's  movers  and  shakers  launch  countless  schemes  behind  these  doors,  left  and  right,  the  ratch  of  the  day 


1130am:  Mitch  calls  the  wait- 
ers, now  changed  into  in  their 
black  uniforms,  to  a jpre-Jundi 
briefing.  'The  bookings  are 
complete, 

Table  One",  Mitch  says, 
“Harry  CUntsc  and  oqe  guest 
Mr  Clonex  is  a literary  agent," 
. And  soitgoe5.  - 

Table  Thirty*  got  a plane 
to  catch.  Twrive  will  have 
liver  well  debe.  butro  bacon. 
Watch.thai  India  Puce  doesn't 
have  to  pass  Pferdita  prise  — 
they're  both  up  fira  the  same 
parL". 


12.00pm:  The  caress  of  nri- 
nipulatira  does  nor  stop  attire 
table. -The  Ivy  knows  how  you 
should  sit  Couples  ra  dates 
are  arranged  side  by  side  or  at 
right  angles.  Strangers,  nego- 
tiators' or  colleagues  are  opp- 
osite. -A-  table  -for  three  is 
complicated.  If  two  of  tire  three 
are  marriedra  work  together, 
it  may  be^  natoral  to  place  the 
singleton  between  tbem.  but 
that*  all;wrong.  He'll  spend 
his  time  swiveflir^  his  head, 
like  it*  the  CentroCourL 

130pm:  In  tire  kitchen  there  is  - 

a ptxrtdan:  a:  'Bang-Bang 


Chicken,  and  ' Caesar  - Salad 
jam.  The  chef,  Des  McDonald, 
shouts  out  tire  complete  order 
ro;  everyone  can  synchronise. 


2.45pm:  Time  for  the  regular 
weekly  meeting  to  taste  spe- 
cials. The  Ivy  operates  on  the 
simple  edict  that  you  start  with 


He  is  a big.  imposing,  fright-  what  the  customer  wants  to 
rating  man.  There  may  be  : eat  — not  with  what  the  chef 


THEriSEUTO  CHEF  2000. 

Tlie  atewyw.  ii,  fpw  wil  bhAh-. 


Choose 

jo^  rcdpt.  tett  oo,  poor  the  . 
20OBBlcimv  Ik--" 


coBQprdbcnsnc  easy  t»S>0aw 
Ma^udx  ice  cream  booklet  ip  ' 
oestoaiodedessnts  4«'« 
<nvt  /Cfferem.  For  more 

/Wafk  oo  the  omge  write  to 
AfagnssUCLtS, 
USAKgfa&rm,  r ; . 
fofcStnmfySpnejGUJ  1AQ. . 


lovable  chefs,  but  I’ve  yet  to 
. meet  one  at  work. 

The  pastry  section  main- 
, tains  a semblance  of  calm,  but 
even  here,  the  chefs’  voices 
submerged  beneath  the  din. 

: their  grumpy  insouciance 
-could  only  be  French. 

130pm:  The  bar  is 

full  as  co-owner 
. Jermw  King  walks 
' into  me  restaurant 

Fra  every  service,  . either 
Jeremy  or  his  partner  Chris 
/COrbin  will  spend  some  time 
in  the  restaurant  He  stops  at  a 
novelist  and  his  agent  The 
writer  is  ecstatic  that  someone 
actually  wants  to  talk  about 
his  book  rather  than  deals  and 
print  runs  and  electronic 
rights  and  begins  to  explain 
tire  plot  Raising  a hand. 
Jeremy  smiles  rad  asks  him 
not  to  spoO  it  for  him. 

2,00pm:  There*  still  a traffic 


wants  to  cook.  . 

430pm:  The  doorman  arrives. 
Glad-hand,  Irish  matey.  He 
swivels  around  the  reserva- 
tions book  and  makes  a note  of 
his  favourite  customers. 

Evening  maitred'hdtel,  Fer- 
nanda a slight  bespectacled 
fellow,  hurries  in  late.  A table 

■ apparently  not  having  a pt»i- 

■ lively  perfect  time  is  a contin- 
ual concern  for  him.  His  great 
skill  is  not  to  appear  too  busy. 

530pm:  The  first  pre-theatre 
diners  trickle  in.  They  tend  to 
be^  slightly  older  than  the  later 
sittings,  from  a generation 
that  doesn't  mind  eating  when 
it*  still  light  Theatre  curtains 
go  up  at  about  730,  and  every- 
one has  to  be  fed  two,  occa- 
sionally three,  courses  with 
enough  time  to  -make  the 
curtain  and  order  the  interval 
drinks.  The'  head  waiter  cant 
hold  up  the  orders  to  ease  the 
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jan,  but  the  panic  has  ebbed,  lor  of  the  ltitchen_  They  just 
Mitch  emerges  with  a plate  of  have  to  get  ra  with  it. 
pasta  tied  in  knots.  The  chef  The  chef  stands,  bellowing, 
has  a forensic  pick  through  it  "Seventeen.  Two  Caesar,  one 
Well  it  happens.'  Shepherd,  one  Hsh  of  the  Day. 


230pm  In  file  ldtchen,  lunch 
is  virtually  finished-  There  are 
a couple  of  tables  which  may . 
or  may  not.  want  pudding,  but 
* titrate  is  no  time  to  sit  back  and 
admire  the  morning*  work. 


The  chef  stands,  bellowing. 
"Seventeen.  Two  Caesar,  one 
Shepherd,  one  Fish'  of  the  Day. 
Porames  Allumettes,  Table 
Twelve  in  one  minute." 

8.30pm;  The  restaurant  is  full. 
If  we  were  in  France  we  would 
be  thinking  about  where  to  go 
at  this  tuna . In  Spain  we 


would  still  be  in  our  socks  and 
underpants.  But  for  the  Brit- 
ish. 830  is  when  convention, 
digestion  and  babysitters  say 
we  should  eat 

Diners  are  on  their  feet 
talking  and  glad-handing. 
This  table-hopping  business  is 
ra  essential  part  of  the  arts 
and  media  world. 

You  couldn't  begin  to  count 
the  number  of  magazine  fea- 
tures, films,  television  pro- 
grammes, theatre  produc- 
tions. books  and  radio  series 
that  have  had  their  genesis  or 
scene  part  of  their  history  in 
this  room. 

930pm:  On  his  arriv- 
j "V  t al,  Chris  glances  at 
\ 1 the  reservations 

book.  There*  a quiv- 
ering 30  seconds  while  Ire 
absorbs  the  room.  It’s  good 
tonight  The  buzz,  the  feeling 
of  enjoyment  and  expectation. 
The  mix  is  right,  a balance  of 
pretty  and  witty.  There  is  the 
sound  of  slithering.  Unre- 
markable to  the  untrained  ear, 
it's  followed  by  a loud  crash- 

10.00pm:  Hell,  hell.  hell.  A 
runner  has  dropped  a tray. 
Dinner  for  a table  of  four  has 
fed  gravity.  Two  Cassoulet, 
Sea  Bass,  chips,  Caesar  Salad, 
plates,  tin  cloches,  the  whole 
sodding  kt  on  the  floor. 

The  floor  of  the  kitchen  is 
now  treacherous,  a slide  film 
covering  everything.  A porter 
pushes  a long  mop  like  an 
ancient  Rastafarian*  head 
round  the  walkways. 


“SperiaL  Table  Fifteen.  One 
minute." 

The  dinner  comes  again. 
The  runner  puts  it  carefully  on 
tite  tray. 

1030pm:  Tables  are  turning 
as  the  non-theatre  diners1  de- 
part and  the  theatre  crowd 
arrive.  The  bar  is  a seethe  of 
acquaintances  passing. 

"How  was  it?" 

"How  was  the  dude?" 

"How  was  the  leading 
lady?" 

II. 00pm:  A first-night  party 
arrives  with  a bantering  clam- 
our like  a group  of  Rada 
students  making  their  first 
entrance  as  Montagues  and 
Capulets.  An  opening  night  ar 
a small,  trendy,  sdd-out 
theatre. 

The  young  star  looks  up  rad 
sees  his  glittering  future  un- 
fold in  a string  of  adoring  Ivy 
diners. 

Chris  raises  his  eyebrows  to 
the  waiter.  Champagne.  On 
the  house. 

, \ • 11.45pm:  Just  two 
l —fc  * tables  to  go.  The 
manager  thinks  one 
may  be  a no-show, 
the  other  has  called  to  say 
they’ll  be  late.  They  are  re- 
minded that  the  kitchen  doses 
at  midnight  They  want  to 
order  from  the  car. 

It*  slowing  down  and  the 
chefs  are  thinking  about  home 
and  night  buses.  The  porters, 
though,  are  at  full  stretch.  The 
crates  of  detritus  stack  up. 
Bags  of  rubbish  are  humped 
into  tire  street  for  the  late-night 
binmen.  If  you  ever  need  to  get 
rid  of  a body,  leave  it  in  a bin 
bag  outside  the  Ivy.  No  one 
would  notice. 

1230am:  Upstairs,  the  private 
party  breaks  up,  drunkenly.  A 
record  producer  with  a grey 
ponytail  and  chard  onnay 
down  his  Comme  des  Garcons 
shirt  tells  a waiter  to  pass  on 
his  compliments  to  the  chef. 

1.00am:  A Tew  tables  linger 
over  coffee.  A girl  with  a big 
bosom  has  joined  a table  with 
two  journalists.  She  sits  with 
her  chin  on  her  hand,  her 
chest  resting  on  the  hack* 
arm.  She  isn’t  listening. 

. s:SS45i\.  1 30am:  The  waiters 

r '\.  wait  until  the  last 
. customer  has  left 
before  beginning  to 
tuck  up  the  room  for  the  nighL 
When  tire  house  lights  come 
on,  the  spirit  of  the  drama  is 
still  palpable. 

1.45am:  Downstairs  in  the 
staff  dining  room  four  waiters 
and  a couple  of  cooks  slouch 
over  their  covih  e-house  cam  of 
beer  and  chain-lit  fags.  Their 
exhaustion  is  apparent  as  they 
sit  in  their  street  clothes, 
unwilling  to  depart  finally  into 
the  cold,  quiet  night. 


2.00am:  In  the  restaurant, 
only  tiie  manageress  and  one 
waiter  remain.  Beautiful  as  a 
Degas,  she  sits  with  her  head 
on  one  side,  filling  in  the  log, 
compiled  after  each  sitting:  "A 
good  evening.  Atmosphere 
fun.  Sir  Rowland  was  in 
looking  well.  First  night  of 
Past  Tense.  Comped  cham- 
pagne. Runner  dropped  tray 
behind  Thble  Fifteen,  just 
missed  them  — no  casualties. 
Kitchen  coped  well.  Ran  out  of 
serving  spoons.  Everyone 
turned  up." 

She  puts  the  book  away  and 
goes  down  to  hurry  the  por- 
ters. The  waiter  sits  on  the  bar 
and  kicks  his  heels.  Behind 
him,  the  ashtrays  and  coffee 
cups  drip  diy. 


- . 230am:  The  manag- 
‘ eress  has  a final 
■ . 8 ..  ' check,  switches  off 
the  lights  rad  opens 
the  back  door.  Eighty-two  staff 
have  fed  425  people.  Eight 
glasses  and  four  plates  have 
been  broken.  No  one*  had  a 
baby.  There  were  three  mar- 
riage proposals:  one  yes.  one 
no,  one  don’t  know. 

The  manageress  locks  up 
and  she  and  the  waiter  walk 
down  the  empty  street  As  they 
reach  the  comer,  he  snakes  an 
arm  round  her  waist  She 
looks  up,  they  kiss. 

Taken  from  The  Ivy,  the 
Restaurant  and  its  Recipes,  by 
A A.  Gill.  (Hodder  6 
Stoughton.  E25) 


IN  FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE  OF 
CHAMPAGNE 


IS  OPENED 
EVERY  10  SECONDS. 


bfci£i! 


Canard-DuchGne.  Champagne  sans  FormautE 
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Designer  Paloma  Picasso  has  reinforced  London’s  reputation  as  a hip  city.  She  shops  at  Guinevere,  Mike  Cable  reports 


On  the 
scent  of 
fine  finds 


The  fact  that  the  supremely 
cosmopolitan  Paloma  Pi- 
casso chose  to  make 
London  her  home  four 
years  ago  is  a sure  sign  that  the  city 
is  the  world’s  most  fashionable 
capital. 

“New  York  wasn't  fun  any  more, 
in  Paris  people  were  very  negative 
and  in  Italy,  Germany  and  the  rest 
of  continental  Europe  the  mood  was 
very  depressed."  Picasso  says.  "But 
in  London  ( sensed  a completely 
different  atmosphere.  There  was  a 
feeling  that  the  worst  was  over  and 
the  place  was  starting  to  buzz  again. 
Because  { travel  so  much  Pm  very 
sensitive  to  that  sort  of  thing." 

Together  with  her  new  partner, 
French  osteopath  Eric Th eve neL  she 
moved  into  a five-storey  Chelsea 
town  house  and  set  about  redecorat- 
ing ir  from  top  to  bottom,  a project 
thar  involved  regular  visits  to  the 
King'S  Road  antiques  shop 
Guinevere. 

"1  do  love  to  decorate  my  houses." 
says  the  47-year-old  multi-million- 
airess whose  name  is  synonymous 
with  designer  chic.  “For  me.  piddng 
up  various  interesting  objects  is  the 
first  step  in  the  process  of  creation. 

“What  I particularly  like  to  do  is  to 
take  things  that  don’t  belong  to  each 
other  and  make  them  work  together. 
That's  almost  the  way  I work  as  a 
designer,  too.  1 like  to  play  with 
colour  in  a way  that’s  unexpected 
and  to  marry  things  that  are  not 
supposed  to  go  together.” 

For  anyone  with  that  approach. 
Guinevere,  with  its  rich,  magpie 
collection  of  unusual  antiques  from 
around  the  world  — everything 
from  2,000-year-old  Chinese  tomb 
soldiers  and  Han  Dynasty  pottery  to 
Anglo-Indian  furniture  and  a 
unique  19th-century  French  steel 
sideboard  — is  a great  source  of 
inspiration. 

The  shop  was  opened  in  1964  by 
French-bom  former  milliner  Gene- 
vieve Weaver,  who  now  runs  it  as  a 
family  business  with  her  sons  Kevin 
and  Marc,  and  has  watched  it 
expand  from  one  shop  to  a series  of 
ten  show-rooms. 

As  a teenager  in  the  Sixties, 
Picasso  would  fly  to  London  every 
weekend  to  join  in  the  “Swinging 
London"  scene,  and  soon  she  had 
scores  of  fashionable  friends,  includ- 
ing Manolo  Blahnifc,  who  intro- 
duced her  to  the  store. 

“The  first  thing  1 ever  bought  here 
was  a huge  17th-century  Venetian 
door,  carved  to  look  like  a draped 
curtain she  recalls.  "1  fell  in  love 
with  it.  even  though  1 had  nowhere 
to  put  it  at  the  tune.  Three  years 
later,  when  I was  living  in  New 
York.  I had  a letter  from  the  shop 
asking  me  very  politely  if  I would 
please  come  and  pick  it  up.  and  I 


BARGAINS 


There  are  bargains  to  be  had  at 
markets,  boot  sales,  junk  shops 
and  stalls  all  over  the  country. 
With  EIOO.  what  would  you  buy? 

RECKONED  by  the  British 
Tourist  Authority  to  be  London's 
fourth  biggest  tourist 
attraction.  Camden  Lock  Market 
is  a youth  culture  magnet 
loaded  with  Sixties  memorabilia. 

Collectors  converge  on 
Camden  Lock  in  search  of  pop 
records,  ceramics,  even  relics 
of  pop  history  such  as  old 
training  shoes.  This 
obsessive’s  market  can  drive  up 
prices.  There  is  a shop  in 
Camden  Lock  called  Caveat 
Emptor.  and  this  principle 
should  be  observed  at  all  times. 
Equally,  haggle  with  stall- 
holders. who  may  well  be  able  to 
let  things  go  for  a lot  less. 

Most  visitors  just  stroll 
around  savouring  the 
atmosphere.  But  then  part  of 
the  fun  is  buying  things 
spontaneously.  My  E10Q 
bought  these  curiosities; 
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Where  art  and  design  merge 

eventually  had  it  made  into  a 
spectacular  cabinet  for  my  Paris 
apartment." 

Today,  she  also  uses  Guinevere  as 
a source  of  last-minute  birthday 
presents.  "I  run  in  here  and  20 
minutes  later  I usually  come  out 
with  a really  wonderful  gift.”  she 
says. 

Picasso  is  always  on  the  look-out 
for  unusual  objects  particular 
favourites  in  Guinevere  include 
silver  and  crystal  champagne  bot- 
tles into  which  the  Edward  ians 
would  decant  their  bubbly  to  reduce 
the  bubbles.  “So  that  it  wouldn't 
make  the  ladies  burp.”  explains 
owner  Marc  Weaver. 

The  designer  is  also  intrigued  by 
what  turns  out  to  be  a moustache- 
waxing  kit  in  solid  silver  from  a 
19th-century  gentleman’s  travelling 
dressing  set  "I  love  the  sort  of  things 
that  leave  you  trying  to  figure  out 
exactly  what  they’re  for,"  she  chuck- 
les. adding:  "If  1 find  something  I 
think  is  just  right.  1 am  not  bothered 
about  the  price." 

Picasso  can  afford  to  be  generous. 
On  top  of  the  fortune  she  inherited 
from  her  father  — who  named  her 
after  the  dove  logo  he  deigned  for 
the  1949  Peace  Congress  in  Paris  — 
she  has  made  millions  more  in  her 
own  right  as  a designer. 

Although  she  trained  as  a 
jewellery  designer,  it  was  in  partner- 
ship with  her  former  husband 
Rafael  Lopez-Cambil  that  Reas  so 
turned  herself  into  a one-woman 
industry  generating  sales  through 
her  lipsticks,  makeup  and  fashion 
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Camden  booty:  and  all  for  £100 

• An  old  book  on  English 
furniture.  E3.  A house  music 
compilation  tape.  £5.  Taped 
badly  from  the  radio,  it  was  a bn 
of  a waste.  Bui  a Jimi  Hendrix 
video  was  a good  buy  at  £8 SO.  A 
kitschy  vase  for  ES  was 
reasonableenough.  More 
substantial  was  an  Indian 
tabla  drum  for  E38.  reduced  by  a 
tenner.  I was  also  pleased  with 
a British  Picquotware  aluminium 
teapot  for  £20;  a good  price,  as 
they  can  go  for  quite  a lot  more. 
Finally  and  somewhat 
inevitably,  a pair  of  second-hand 
jeans.  E20.  Total;  £99.50. 

Oliver  Bennett 


Softops 

The  Original 
No-Elastic  Sock 


Mens  in  cotton  blend, 
wool  blend  and  thermal. 

Look  for  the  red 
HJ  diamond  at 
Adders,  OeboThams. 
Greenwoods,  House  of 
Prase;  John  Lewis 
Partnership  and  alt  quality 
menswear  stores. 


For  a free  brochure  can 
01455  638833 

Dept  75 
HJ  HaU  & Son 
Coventry  Road,  Hinckley, 
Leicestershire  LEI0  0JX 


GADGETS 
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Paloma  Picasso  is  a regular  at  Guinevere,  the  family-owned  antiques  business  on  London’s  King’s  Road  nm  by  Marc  Weaver  1 V V ' JJ ' ' TlM  WaPSHOTT 


accessory  empire  of  nearly  one 
billion  dollars  a year. 

Her  image,  in  pasters  and  photo- 
graphs. has  always  been  the  rather 
intimidating  one  of  a style  icon  — 
pale  face,  jet  black  hair  and  trade- 
mark-slash  of  red  lipstick.  But,  in 
the  flesh,  and  still  dressed  from 


head  to  foot  in  black,  she  turns  out  to  that  image,  to  frighten  people  away 


be  friendly  and  easy-going. 

"People  are  always  - surprised 
when  they  meet  me  far  the  first 
time."  she  says.  “They  expect  me  to 
be  some  sort  of  Valkyrie  but  I’m 
actually  rather  shy.  Arid  being  shy, . 
rt  is  sometimes  useful  to  hide  behind 


before  they  find  out  I’m  frightened 
of  them.” 

Although  she  travels  extensively 
on  business,  Picasso  is  no  longer 
interested  in  leading  a relentless 
social  life.  “I  no  longer  want  to  go 
out  to  parries,"  she  says.  “That’s  one 


reason  why  I left  New  York— to  get 
away  from  the  serial  pressure. 
These  days  I am  quite,  happy  to  stay 
in  and  watch  television." : 

• Guinevere  Antiques,  574-580 
King's  RoocLLondon  SW62DY  . 
(0171-7362917)^  Open:  Mon-Fri,. .- 
9JOam^pm,  Sat  JOam-SJOpm. 


m Philips  Jordan 
2-Aaion  electric 
toothbrush.  £59.95  from 
Philips  $181-689 2166) 
hyG  ionic  toothbrush, 
£19.99,  plus  p&p.from  The 
Leading  Edge 
(0171-4997991)- 


It’ll  be  all  fright  on  ’ 


HALLOWEEN 


Hey-ho  for  Hallowe'en. 

All  the  witches  to  be  seen. 
Some  in  black  and  some  in 
green. 

Hey-ho  for  Hallowe'en.1 

ON  FRIDAY,  there  will  be 
witches  and  monsters,  hob- 
goblins and  ghosties  flitting 
in  the  moonlight,  yelling 
rhymes,  putting  out  sticky 
little  paws,  and  scaring 
neighbours  into  handing 
over  ghosdy  treats.  Forger 
Guy  Fawkes;  in  the  post 
few-  years,  the  British  tradi- 
tions of  gunpowder  and 
sedition  have  been  replaced 
by  an  America  n-sty  I e fer- 
vour for  Hallowe'en  — the 
eve  of  All  Saint's  Day. 

The  festival  has  all  the 
hallmarks  of  American  ex- 
cess — almost  E2.5  billion  a 
year  is  spent  there  celebrat- 
ing. And  despite  warnings 
from  vicars  who  see  the 
festival  as  satanic,  and  the 
publication  of  a booklet  by 
the  Association  of  Christian 
Teachers  persuading  par- 
ents to  divert  children  into 
more  saintly  activities.  Hal- 
lowe'en has  become  almost 
as  big  here  as  Easter. 


Every  large  supermarket 
chain  has  a range  of  festive 
nick-or-trear  goodies,  and 
there  are  dressing-up  shops 
selling  or  hiring  out  cloth- 
ing, mom  hand-made  ones 
at"  Party  Party  10171-267 
90S4)  and  American  im- 
porter Circus  Circus  (0171- 
731 4L2S).  to  basic  kits  from 
the  high  street. 

If  you  have  left  it  tuo  late 
to  shop  yourself,  help  is  at 
hand  on  the  Interna. 
through  Yell,  the  Yellow 
Pages  website  (http://www. 
yell.co.ukj.  Here,  you  will 
find  lists  of  fancy-dress 
shops,  make-up  suppliers 
and  stores  offering  delivery. 

Whatever  the  scaremon- 
gers say  about  evil  influ- 
ences. Hallowe'en  is  a rime 
for  fun.  The  children  we 
photographed  here  really 
got  into  the  spirit:  the  cats 
miaowing  and  hissing,  the 
ghosts  howling,  and  the 
monsters  and  Darth  Vader 
lashing  out  with  their  la- 
sers. There  was  only  one 
ghastly  scene  — when  the 
costumes  had  to  come  off. 

Usa  Grainger 


BACK  ROW  {from  left;:  Eve.  9,  wears  Darth  Vader  costume, 
£44.99:  and  cares  a S!ar  Was  light  sabre.  £3.99,  from  The 
American  Party  Store  (0171-493  2678). Trick  cx  treat  bag, 
£3.99,  from  Marks  3 Spencer.  Francesca.  9,  wears  a ghost 
costume.  £25.  hern  Mardi  Gras  '0131-597  4351).  and  plastic 
ghost  hands,  £2  99.  from  Safeway  (01622  712987):  her  twin, 
Stevie,  turns  into  a monster.  £25.  from  Mardi  Gras,  and  carries 
a skull  candy-grabber.  £1 .29.  from  Tesco  (0800  505555). 
CENTRE  ROW:  Amy  Jane.  5.  wears  a fake-fur  Tiger  costume, 
£22  95,  from  The  HiH  Toy  Company  (0171-937  8797).  Inflatable 
Pumpkin.  £6  99.  from  The  American  Party  Store.  Hollie,  6. 
wears  the  Pumpkin  Pie  Costume.  £15.99,  from  The  American 
Party  Store  (as  above),  and  carries  a plastic  light-up  trick  or 
treat  earner.  £2.99,  from  Safeway. 

FRONT  ROW:  Flora.  2.  turns  into  a witch,  £24.99,  from 
Selfndges  (0171-629 1234)  on  her  broomstick,  £3.95,  from  H3I 
Toy  Company.  Jo.  2.  wears  the  ptrale  costume,  £14  95.  from 
The  Hill  Toy  Company  and  carries  a plastic  trident,  49p.  from 
The  American  Party  Store.  Daisy.  5,  poses  as  a cat.  £24  (add 
£3.50  for  p3p).  from  Hopscotch  (0181-674  9853). 

Styling  by  Jennifer  Ruggebeng  and  Use  Grainger. 

Photograph  by  Des  Jenson 
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High-tech  tooth  care 

DAZZLING  smiles  in 
Hollywood  tend  to  be 
like  Baywatch  suntans: 
fake.  Dentists  in  Los 
Angeles  are  doing  a roar- 
ing trade  bleaching  teeth 
whiter-than- white,  but  if 
that  seems  a bit  drastic 
you  could  just  try  clean- 
ing them  with  Philips's 
Jordan  2-Action  plaque 
removing  electric  tooth- 
brush. 

- Attached  to  a chunky 
body,  the  brush  has  two 
small  heads;  which  oscil- 
late' independently  for 
optimum  cleaning  power 
in  and  around  teeth  and 
gums.  It  has  two  speeds; 
die  slower  one  gentler  on 
sensitive  teeth. 

The  Jordan  feels  too 
big  for  even  my  mouth, 
and  using  it  seems  im- 
possible without  drib- 
bling like  a baby.  It  does 
leave  you  orally  re- 
freshed — only  the  hefty 
price  tag  leaves  a nasty 
taste  in  the  mouth. 

THE  “hyG  Iorac"  tooth- 
brush runs  on  a small 
battery  and  claims  to 
remove  plaque  by  chang- 
ing the  polarity  of  your 
teeth.  Apparently  our 
teeth  have  a negative 
polarity  and  the  brush 
makes  them  positive.  I 
. put  this  to  my  dentist 
nicknamed  Lfl  (as  in 
“The  Drill"),  and  she 
laughed  it  off  as  a gun- 
nude  She  recommends 
^dafly  brushing  with  a 
. regular,  decent  brush. 
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Smce  the  campaign  of  the 
Eighties  which  declared 
that  it  takes  40  dumb 
animals  to  make  a fur  coat 
and  only  one  to  wear  ft.  fur  has 
been  distinctly  un-PC  in  Britain.  It 
may  have  appeared  in  150  design- 
ers’ autumn/winter  collections,  but 
m a recent  Mori  poll  nine  out  of  ten 
Britons  said  they  would  not  wear  ft. 
Harrods  was  forced  to  dose  its  fur 
department  in  1990;  exdusive  furri- 
ers in  Knights  bridge  continue  to  be 
attacked:  and  even  Imperial  Cancer 
Research  charity  shops  refuse  to 
stock  it 

Although  real  pelts  have  been 
flaunted  alongside  fake  ones  try 
British  designers  such  as  Hardy 
Amies  and  Toraasz  Starzewski,  and 
modelled  for  Fendi  furriers  by 
former  anti-fur  campaigner  Naomi 
Campbell,  fashion  does  not  always 
translate  onto  the  streets.  We  are  a 
nation  of  animal  lovers,  and  those 
who  kill  for  beauty  are  high  on  the 
list  of  British  hates. 


Hence  the  plethora  of 
fakes  in  the  shops  — on 
collars  and  cuffs,  on 
short  bomber  jackets, 
on  flyaway,  long-haired  stoles  and 
bear-like  full-length  coats. 

It  is  not  just  the  leopard-skin 
fakes  that  stalked  the  streets  last 
year.  This  season  there  are  mono- 
chrome sweaters  with  long-haired 
cuffs  tipped  in  white;  short-haired 
burgundy  collars  on  brown  suede 
jackets;  mock  mink  on  golden  wool 
coats.  The  far  is  short  and  fluffy, 
long  and  straggly,  black  and 
glossy,  or  even  dyed  in  blues, 
magentas  and  golds. 

Thanks  to  fabric-makers*  abili- 
. ties  to  create  realistic  fakes,  it  is 
possible  to  achieve  the  glamorous 
ly  effect  of  previous  eras,  when  it  was 
the  ultimate  in  chic  to  drape  a fur- 
stole  over  your  shoulders,  to  sweep 
into  a hotel  under  a luxurious  cloud 
of  mink,  or  to  nuztie  into  a collar  of 
rabbit  fluff. 

Italian . women  can  wear  what 
they  like  on  the  streets  of  Milan,  hut 
the  British  are  leadfcig  the  way  in 
showing  where  we  like  our  ani-  - 
mals.  And  it  isn't  on  our  backs. . 

Lisa  Grainger. 
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TOP;  chocolate  stretch  moleskin  trousers,  £85, 
and  jacket  with  fake-fur  collar,  £125,  by  Giant, 
from  Selfridges,  W1 , and  John  Lewis  and  House 
of  Fraser  stores  nationwide  (0171-255  3007) 

ABOVE:  grey,  black  and  white  striped 
wrap  cardigan  with  tie  belt  and  black 
lake-fur  trim,  £59.  from  Kookai,  branches 
nationwide  (0171-937  441 1) 

LEFT:  full-length  ivory  and  gold  brocade  coat 
with  blond  fake-fur  trim.  £160,  by  Ljpsy  from 
selected  Top  Shop  stores  nationwide  or  mail 
order  (01 71-283  6206).  Chocolate  trousers, 
£34.99,  from  Jeffrey  Rogers  branches 
nationwide  (01923  474400.  Red  suede  high- 
heeled  mules,  £1 10,  from  Russell  & Bromley, 
24-25  New  Bond  Street,  W1  (01 71-629  6903) 


Photographs  by  RICHARD  BURNS 


TOP  LEFT:  long  camel  tie- 
belt  coat  with  grey  fake-fur 
collar,  £295,  from  Whistles, 
12  St  Christopher's  Place, 
Wl,  and  branches 
nationwide  (0171-4874484). 
Tan  square-toed  shoes, 
£7929,  from  Ravel, 
(0171-4363126) 

LEFT:  black  wool  knee- 
length  coal  with  grey  fake-fur 
collar,  £1 .360,  by  Givenchy, 
from  Harvey  Nichols, 
Knlghtsbrklge,  SW1 
(0171-235  5000).  Black 
stretch  lace  vest,  £35,  The 
Collection  at  Etam,  from 
selected  Etam  stores 
(0171-494  7720).  Stretah 
lace  skirt,  £69,  by  Kevan 
Jon,  30  Byram  Arcade, 
Westgate,  Huddersfield 
HD1 1ND,  or  by  mail  order 
on  01484  456  312.  Black 
suede  high-heeled  anklB 
boots,  £155,  from 
Russell  & Bromley, 
24-25  New  Bond  Street,  Wl 
(0171-629  6903) 

FAR  LEFT;  navy  coat  wBh 
burgundy  fake-fur  collar, 
£125 ..The  Collection  at 
Etam,  as  before 


Make-up  by 
Sally  Kvalhelm  for  Jo 
Hansford  (0171-495  7774) 
Styling  by 

AmancHp  Uppal 


HIGH  INTEREST  D E P OSIT 


7M% 


[QUO.! 

oio.! 


gross  p.a?  fixed 


THREE 
OF  A KIND 


BLACK  polo  necks 
9 areamtBtfor 
WBttcr.^ereare 
tferctof  the  best 

1 LEFTicastmere  and- 

sffc-mbe  sheer  Jkslltri, 
rfioit:de««d.£245. 


•CKSfifc* 


(0171-636 1614),' 
CENTOE:  chunky  rib- 

krA.  &jp„  Warehouse. 
fOl  71  <278  3491) 

right; ctassie 
iaa*evwbl,E49.5fc 
Tha^eoichquse.. 
(0171.581 2151]  I 


Limited  savings  offer.  Don't  miss  this  savings  opportunity.  Long-term  rates  on  short-term  deposits.  Minimum  deposit 

The  dosing  date  is  21  January  1998.  Buc  we  may  have  £2,500.  Invest  for  one  year  and  earn  7.00<&  gross  p.a* 

ro  withdraw  it  earlier  if  demand  exceeds  funds  allocated.  Guaranteed. 

No  risk.  Your  money  is  safe.  No  deductions.  We  guarantee  P1*3Se  *Pp,y J*eforc  January  1998.  To  request  your 

to  m your  origiiul  som  m full  plus  your  inmost.  mfonmooo  p,*.  amply  cJ)  0800  833  327  quoting  kroner 

Choose  when  your  interest  is  paid.  You  specify  whether  you  But  please  don't  forget,  your  application  for  this  limited  offer 

want  your  interest  paid  annually  or  monthly.  must  reach  us  by  2]  January  1998  at  die  very  latest. 


0800  833  527 


Lloyds 

Bank 


*Gross  ineim  ran  db  nor  rake  ime  scmw  deduAion  ef  ine<w  v eW  Li<^  Bank  Pk  is  rcpsmd  in  Eiidand  no  20£S 

Regmmd  office  71  Lombard  Street.  London  EC3PJBS.  Lloyd*  Buk  Plena  member  cf  the  Banking  Ombudsman  Scheme  and  a s^uioiy  to  tbc  Bonking  Code. 


6 - gardening 


■■'■■■.  WEEKEND  - SATURDAY  OCTOBER  2SITO 


PICTURE  U6HAHY 


Green 


Horticultural  therapy:  just  what  the  doctor  ordered 


Just  what  is  it  about  gardens 
that  makes  gardeners  — and 
garden  visitors  — feel  so 
good?  For  the  writer  and 
historian  Sir  Roy  Strong,  tending 
his  large  formal  garden  at  The 
Laskett  on  the  Hereford- 
shire/Wales border  is  a creative  act. 

“It's  a tuning-in  to  nature  bin 
also  a controlling  of  nature."  he 
says.  “You  can  pleach  and  trim  and 
xhange  things  and  make  great 
compositions.  All  that  gives  me 
unbelievable  satisfaction.  Gardens 
also  keep  you  mobile  and  allow  you 
to  breathe  good  air. 

“And  I*m  a great  believer  in  the 
fact  that,  if  you  have  a problem,  die 
subconscious  takes  over  while 
you’re  doing  something  like  dig- 
ging. Then,  when  you  go  bade  to 
die  computer  afterwards,  you  find 
the  problem  has  solved  itself." 

Lesley  Talbot,  director  of  the 
Thanet  branch  of  the  mental  health 
charity  Mind  finds  gardening  un- 
beatable therapy  for  people  with 
mental  health  problems.  "The 
peace  and  quiet  of  our  garden  helps 
them  to  somehow  unburden  them- 
selves a little."  she  says. 

“While  they  garden,  they  unwind 
and  sometimes  things  come  to  die 
fore  that  don’t  necessarily  do  so  in 
an  ordinary  counselling  session. 
People  feel  able  to  talk  more  freely." 

BOI  Coiiings,  general  manager  of 
forensic  psychiatric  services  for 
Southampton  Community  Health 
NHS  Trust  runs  four  greenhouses 
and  an  allotment  for  SO  people  with 
mental  health  problems. 

“Horticultural  therapy  has  a 
tremendous  amount  to  offer,"  he 


Gardening  helps  people  unwind  from  the  rigours  of  everyday 
life  and  is  a perfect  therapy  for  the  mind.  Sue  Corbett  reports 


says.  “One  person  who  had  hardly 
spoken  for  two  years  started  to 
come  every  day  to  work  on  our 
project  Now  he  has  even  appeared 
on  television  talking  about  it  and 
how  it  saved  him  from  staring  at 
four  walls.- 

Gardening  as  therapy  for  people 
with  mental  health  problems  is  a 
growth  area  for  the  Somerset-based 
charity  Horticultural  Therapy 
(HT).  Staff  find  that  simple  jobs 
such  as  seed-sowing  are  popular 
with  menially  ill  clients,  and  they 
encourage  them  by  putting  their 
names  on  labels  in  the  seed  trays  so 
that  they  can  follow  the  plants 
through  to  flowering. 


"If  someone  can’t  settle,  well  do 
something  specific  like  moving  dry 
plants  out  of  the  greenhouse  to 
water  them,"  says  Richard  Jones, 
demonstrator  at  the  HT  garden,  in 
Battersea  Park,  London.  “Plants 
have  to  be  tended  — so  it  takes  the 
focus  away  from  that  person  arid 
helps  them  to  concentrate.  Water- 
ing is  always  therapeutic." 

Even  bring  confined  to  a wheel- 
chair need  not  mean  the  end  -of 
gardening  pleasures.  Red  Warden, 
horticultural  therapy  technician  at 
Mary  Marlborough  Centre,  Head- 
ington.  Oxford,  uses  a wheelchair 
and  says  that  when  people  see  him. 
they  realise  there  is  hope.  For  just 


£25  a session  {free  on  the  NHS  to 
some  dients).  Mr  Warden  advises 
people  with  severe  physical  disabil- 
ities on  how  to  . remain  active  in 
their  gardens.  '•  ■■ 

“If  you  really  lave  your  garden, 
and  it's  your  life  and  suddenly  y°d 

cant  do  it,  you  get  very  depressed," 

he  says.  ‘ 

“I  give  advice  on  garden  design, 
as  well  as  the  right  took,  equip- 
ment  and  techniques.  1 spend  a 
couple  of  hours  talking  to  people. 
Then  we  choose  one  of  the  I50odd 
tools  we  keep  here,  and  I get  them 
to  use  it  in  our  garden.  Needless  to 
say,  everything  around  here  gets 
pretty  wdl  pruned." 


■ Plant  grapevines  in  rich,  well-manured 
soQ,  in  a sunny  position,  and  erect  posts  and 
wires  for  subsequent  training.  Protect  against 
the  cold  during  this  first  winter. 

■ Shorten  any  long,  gangling  stems  on 
shrub  roses  to  reduce  wind  rode.  Floribunda 
roses  that  have  finished  flowering  may  be 
given  the  same  treatment 

■ If  not  completed  earlier,  just  after 
flowering  time,  rambler  roses  can  have 
flowered  stems  removed  and  new  stems  tied 
into  position. 

■ Take  12in  hardwood  cuttings  of  buddtera, 
cut-leaved  or  purple  riders,  forsythia,  willow, 
flowering  currant  gooseberries,  and  red. 


crass  for  winter.  Cfcoose  a dry  and  preferably 
windy  day,  and  make  sure  all  dippings  are 

boxed  or  raked  off  to  minimise  disease. 


white  and  blackcurrants.  Setthe  cuttings, 
tw6*hirdsburied.ina  nursery  row  and  leave 
them  there  for  the  Erst  year.  All  wifl  grow 
quiridy  in  the  first  yar. 

■ Make  any  late  cuts  of  die  lawn  a tittle 
longer  than  usual,  ltn-2in.  to  strengthen  the 


m Place  a cloche  overa  row  of  paisley  to 
keep  up  supplies  For  Christmas.  Tired  plants 
may  be  revived  with  a grade  application  of 
nitrogenous  fertiliser. 

■ Cut  down  the  femy  stems  of  asparagus 
and  dear  away,  removing  any  weeds 
growing  at  the  base  ■ 

■ Plant  out  doVes  of  garlic  on  tight  warm 
soils.  6rn  apart  For  good  cropping,  it  is 
important  to  establish  the  plants  in  the 
autumn.  On  cold,  heavy  soils,  keep  in  pots  in 
a cold  greenhouse  for  planting  out  in  spring. 


In  its  different  way.  Mr  Warden* 
gardening  work  is  every  bit  as 
satisfying  as  Sir  Rqy  Strongs- 
bvenoyed  clients  send  lum  vegeta- 
bles, and  one  woman  who  sur- 
mounted her  difficulties  with  Jus 
help,  went  on  towin  a competman 

for  the  best  garden  m her  town. 

• A Garten  for  You:  A Practical  Guide. 

to  Tools.  Equipment  arid  Design  for 
Older  People  and  Ptopfe  with 
DtsaiOanesfyF/ed  Warden,  is 
available  from  the  Disabled  Irving 

Foundation,  3S&84  Harrow  Road, 
London  W92HU.  price  £5.95, 

^MaiyM^ibo^S^Centre.  . . 

Windmill  KoadJieadtngmn,  Oxford  . 
0X3  7LD  (0I86S741155). 

• Horticultural  Therapy,  Goulds  . 

Ground,  Vallis  Way,  Fhwne,  Somerset 
BAH  3DW 1P1373 46f782).  - 

• Mind,  15-19  Broadway,  London  EI5 
4BQ  (0131-5192122). 
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™udoi7mhisim)  HOMES  & GARDENS 

FAX:  0171 481 9313 


100  PLANTS  FOR  PROBLEM  PLACES  IN  YOUR  GARDEN 

• Heavy  clay?  Not  a problem.  Hot  and  dry?  No  sweat  In  our  November  issue  you'll  find  over  100  plants  especially  for  problem  areas  of  your  garden.  • Whatever  type  of  soil  you  have,  whatever  the 
difficulty,  you’ll  find  the  answer.  • You'll  also  find  inspiring  ideas  for  creative  container  planting  for  colour  throughout  the  winter.  • And  a guide  to  the  real  jewels  of  the  autumn,  hips  arid  berries. 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 4811920 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 
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• SUMMERHOUSES 

• WORKROOMS 
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WITH  GUARDIAN 

SECURITY  SHUTTERS 


Ultimate  Deterrent 


Made  from  tough  maintenance  free 
insulated  aluminium  our  slimline  Security 
Shutters  not  only  keep  burglars  out,  they 
keep  heat  in,  dramaticaffy  reducing  heat 
loss.  Simple  to  operate  from  inside  your 
home.  Security  Shutters  are  designed  and 
manufactured  for  your  windows,  are 
normally  fitted  in  one  day  and  are 
guaranteed  for  2 years. 


FOR  A FREE  BROCHURE  RING 


014844610104)1715814443 

on  oemm  ths  coupon  below  tumour  obuqattch 
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CRAFTSMAN  BUILT:  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FACTORY 
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LADDER  STABILISER 

This  amazing  invention 
ensures  your  ladder 


CANNOT  SLIP 

CANNOT  TOPPLE  SIDEWAYS 


Also  eliminates  ladder  BOUNCE 


ANKALAD  takes  seconds  to 
put  into  position  and  provides  the 

SAFESTWAY  ' 

. to  work  from  a ladder 

Fits  ail  ladders  ANKALAD 

Pull  rtutsilft  20  New  Ro?d 

Gravesend.  Kent 

free  brochure  DA11  0AA 
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*CkBRliiirs  are  the  only  ifufflt 
company  I hut,  and  I recommend 
them  to  yoB”iiAJK™»Aj«D 


Security  Shutters 


Tha  Property  Protectors 


ST0 


When  crime  is  on  the  increase  ft  is  now 
more  than  ever  necessary  to  consider 
your  security  needs 

TRELUDOR®  is 
an  attractive 
physical  deterrent 
that  can  provide 
the  visual  side  of 
your  requirements, 
yet  out  of  the  way 
i when  not  required 


• Low  cost  instalment 

• 3 year  guarantee 

• Over  500,000  sold 
world-wide 


THE  CRIME  BARRIER 


PHONE  NOW  TO  SECURE  YOUR  PROPERTY 
Freephone  0800  592283 
TRELU  ASSEMBLERS  LIMITED,  FREEPOST  2V2038, 
fCNGSWlNFORD,  WEST  MIDLANDS  DY6  7PP 


The  Best  way  to  cut  and  collect 
crass  AND  those  fallen  leaves 

o 


Britain’s  Best  Selling  Garden  Tractor  cuts  long  or  short  grass 
immaculately  and  collects  in  any  weather.  It  is  also  easily  the 
N.  fastest  way  to  pick  up  those  fallen 
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0500  279927  j 
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f Moat  stairs  fitted  • Vahe  guaranteed 

Call  ChurduII’s 

0800  371 982 
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AN  AGRIFRAMES  SPECIAL  OFFER  FOR  NOVEMBER 


Over  40%  off  SPUN  WEB  FLEECE 

THE  VERSATILE  ALL  YEAR  1 

WEATHER  PROTECTION  . 
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THE  VERSATILE  ALL  YEAR 
WEATHER  PROTECTION  . 
FOR  YOUR  PRECIOUS 
PLANTS  AND  SEEDLINGS 

Now  is  the  time  to  prepare  for 
the  colder  months  ahead,  and:  no 
gardener  should  be  without  a 
roll  or  two  of  this  wonderfolly 
versatile  fleece. 

Think  of  it  as  a gossamer  light 
duvet  for  plants.  Warm,  soft,  strong, 
permeable  and  translucent  - it 
allows  plants  to  flourish  and  grow 
while  protecting  them  from  birds, 
insects  and  the  worst  of  the  winter 
rains  and  frost  A single  layer  of 
spun  web  fleece  can  provide  .frost 
protection-down  lo29®F  (3  degrees 
of  frost)  - a double  layer  down  to  .6 
degrees  of  frost  Use  it  to  help 
protect  your  precious  half-hardy- 
plants  and  climbers.  Drape  it  over 
vulnerable  seedlings  and  newly. 


THE  IDEAL  GROWING 
ENVIRONMENT 


FROST 
A warm,  snug, 
frost  resistant 
cocoon  for 
your  plants. 

RAIN 

ABows  water 
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Sedum  spectabile  ‘Carmen’,  a stalwart  of  late-sunxmer  and  autumn  borders 


When  times  are 
hard  and  water  is 
in  short  supply, 
nothing  is  more 
reliable  than  the  good  old  ice 
plant  and  the  big  succulent 
sedum.  They  are  one  of  the 
stalwarts  of  late-summer  mid 
autumn  borders. 

For  years  there  was  just  a 
handful  of  varieties  to  be 
found.  More  recenfry.nurser- 
ies,  German  ones  in  particu- 
lar, have  beat  breeding  and 
selecting  new,  improved  vari- 
eties rurt  least  beams*  sedums 
are  so  drought-resistant 
The  bench  mark  for  sedums  - 
must  surely  be  the  old  stager 
‘Herbstfreude’  fAuturrm  JcryT. 
whose  strength  and  lasting 
•quality  still  make  it  an  invalu- 
able garden  plant  Succulent 
grey-green  foliage  arises  in 
spring  from  a tight  crown, 
blossoming  into  a mound  of 
scaly  leaves.  The  flower  heads;', 
develop  gradually  on  the  end : 
of  each  stem,  grey  as  the  leaves 
at  first-  then  going  from  pink 
to  - brick  red.  All  the  while  the  "> 
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TELEPHONE 
0171  680  6807 


Summer  is  over,  but  new  varieties  of 
sedum  can  still  give  your  borders  a 
bronzed  look,  says  Stephen  Anderton 


‘Autumn  Joy"  covered  with  a November  frost  atWolfson  College  Garden,  Oxford.  Its  strength  and  lasting  quality  make  it  an  invaluable  garden  plant 


head  relaxes  hum  a convex  fist 
to  a shallow  dome  of  flower. 
Finally,  the  flowers  torn 
. brown,  and  the  store  and 
flower  heads  stand  through 
the  winter; -looking  attractive 
in  frost  or  bound  into  a deadly 
dome  fay  spiders’ webs. 

• Clumps  of  ‘Herbstfreude’ 
wfli  last  far  many  years  with- 
out division.  Eventually,,  the 
stems  become  .thinner,  and 
-will  tend  to  flop-  outwards, 
indicating  that  it  is  time  to 
carve  up  the:  dump  in  spring' 
and  replant  it  in  modi  smaller 
. pieces.  Offsets  of  three  to  four, 
buds  quickly  make-  a whole 
.hew 'dump. 

1 have  never  associated  this 
strength  and  vigour  with.  Se- 
dum telephium  and  its  forms. 
These  do  hot  have  tire  dump- 
farming  hybrid  vigour  of 


‘Herbstfreude’,  and  tend  to 
make  a group  of  upright  stems 
rather  than  a luxurious  dome 
of  foliage  You  need  to  group  a 
few  plants  together  to  make  a 
good  patch.  S.'  telephium  max- 
imum has  a hint  of  bronze  in 
its  foliage,  and  can  produce 
limey  green  flowers  as  late  as 
October.  The  more  tellingly 
bronzed  form.  S.  telephium 
maximum  ‘Atropurpureum*, 
has  almost  choeolatey  foliage 
and  flowers  of  muddled  pink 
in  late  summer. 

Even  the  old  ice  plant  itself, 
S.  spectabile,  is  notsuch  a 
good  performer  as  the  reliable 
'Herbstfreude'.  Its  foliage  is 
icy " pale-green,  rather  titan 
grey-green,  and  its  light-pink 
flowers  open  a couple  of  weeks 
later  than  'Herbstfreude'.  It 
also  has  a variegated  form 


with  creamy  yellow  splashes 
cat  the  leaves,  which  is  consti- 
tutionally weak,  though  at- 
tractive as  a curiosity. 

. Such  was  the  choice  of 
sedums  until  the  last  few 
years.  Now  all  that  is  chang- 
ing. There  are  some  fine  new 
names  to  look  for. 

The  first.  S.  telephium 
ruprechtii,  is  actually  a sub- 
species and  so  not  new,  but  it 
has  only  recently  risen  in 
popularity.  The  leaves  are  a 
purplish  grey  and  the  inter- 
vening stems  pink,  but  the 
flowers  open  to  an  attractive 
and  unusual  (in  a big  sedum) 
creamy  yellow.  It  is  rather  lax 
in  habit  and  smaller  than  the 
general  run  of  sedums. 

One  of  the  best  new  bronzed 
sedums  is  ‘Matrona*.  It  is 
nowhere  near  as  bronzed  or 


purplish  as  the  darkest  forms 
of  5.  telephium,  but  whar 
strength  it  has.  It  grows  to  at 
least  2ft,  with  large  leaves  of  a 
dusky  green,  with  a purple 
stain  around  the  central  vein. 
The  stems  are  winey,  the  huge 
flower  heads  a dusky  pink. 

Similar,  but  less  up- 
right is  ‘Joyce  Hen- 
derson’, which  is 
grown  to  perfection  at 
Bourton  House,  at  Bourton- 
on-the-Hfll  in  the  Gotswolds. 

There  are  some  extravagant 
names  floating  around  for  the 
new  hybrids  — mostly  stem- 
ming from  the  plummy  fol- 
iage. Would  you  have  chosen 
'Gooseberry  Fool’  or  ’Stewed 
Rhubarb  Mountain*? 

There  are  some  good  pure 
whites  appearing,  too.  'Star- 


dust' is  a greenish  white,  on  a 
plant  about  a foot  high.  Being 
a child  of  S.  spectabile,  is  has 
that  species*  clear,  pale-green 
foliage.  I am  growing  ‘Iceberg’ 
for  die  first  time  this  year, 
which  again  is  short  but  it  has 
extraordinarily  flat  large, 
white  heads  of  flower. 

Comparing  closely  the  pink 
sedums  in  the  garden, 
‘Herbstfreude’  is  by  far  the 
rosiest  pink  just  now.  'Bril- 
liant' is  a much  mauver  pink, 
and  ‘Meteor’  a darker,  bluish 
pink. 

Recently,  I read  in  New, 
Rare  and  Unusual  Plants  that 
a new'  variegated  sedum  will 
hit  the  scene  in  1998.  Called 
‘Frosty  Mom*,  it  has  cream 
flowers.  fThe  pink  ones  of  the 
variegated  S.  spectabile  never 
did  much  for  the  plant.) 


Until  this  year  l would  have 
said  sedums  were  certainly  not 
susceptible  to  any  particular 
pest  or  disease.  Now  I have 
changed  my  mind.  Something 
has  been  girdling  the  stems, 
taking  off  the  soft  outer  layer 
for  a couple  of  inches,  just  at 
the  bottom.  It  could  be  vine 
weevils  or  snails,  but  even 
looking  at  night  with  a torch  I 
ha  ve  yet  to  catch  any  beastie  in 
flagrante.  The  stems  that  have 
been  girdled  begin  to  shrivel 
and  slowly  die. 

But  the  dying  stems,  in  a 
desperate  bid  for  life,  have 
been  making  new  plantlets 
and  roots  at  the  base  of  every 
leaf.  Just  by  cutting  up  the 
stems  and  potting  up  the 
pieces.  I could  have  a dozen 
new  plants  for  every  damaged 
stem.  I could  start  a nursery. 


Christmas  Gift  Guide 


SEDUM 

FILE 


■ Many  sedums  can  be 
seen  and  purchased  at 
the  Beth  Chatto 
Gardens,  Elmstead 
Market.  Colchester  C07 
7DB  (01206  822007). 
Open  Mon-Sat  9am- 
5pm  until  Friday,  then 
M on-Fri  9am-4pm. 

■ The  quarterly  journal 
New,  Rare  and  Unusual 
Plants  is  available  for 
£I4a  year,  or  E3.50  for 
one  issue,  from 
Aquflegia  Publishing. 

2 Grange  Close; 
Hartlepool  TS260DU 
(01429423165). 


FAX 
0171  782  7703 
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A hero  for  England  on  the 


STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers’  letters 


r?T|  Can  you  identity  a 
IVl  plant  found  growing 
in  a freshwater  ditch  near 
the  sea  in  the  Orkney^  It 
has  2-3ft  flower  stems  with 
dense  dusters  of  Win 
white  daisies  with  yellow 
centres  at  the  top.  The 
leaves  are  dark,  shiny 
green,  and  a few  clasp  the 
stern  too.  — M.  Rider. 
Chelmsford.  Essex. 

I recognise  this  from 

your  picture  as  Sene- 
do  smithii,  a designer 
groundsel  for  midsummer. 
It  is  a terrific  plant.  In 
Britain,  the  further  north 
you  go  the  better  it  gets.  It 
enjoys  cool  and  wet  condi- 
tions, and  apparently  grows 
wild  in  ditches  in  the  Falk- 
lands.  I grew  it  in  ordinary, 
dryish  border  soil  in  North- 
umberland. but  at  the  foot 
of  a short  north-faring  wall. 
In  the  hotter,  dryer  parts  of 
the  south,  it  tends  to  grow 
shorter  and  never  looks 
quite  so  healthy.  It  would 
look  very  sad  in  my  dry 
Essex  garden,  but  if  you 
give  it  plenty  of  humus,  it 
might  grow  well.  You  could 
try  Micmseris  ringens.  too. 
It  is  a shorter  version  of 
5.  smithii.  with  similar 
clusters  of  yellow  flowers, 
and  it  is  a little  less  per- 
turbed by  life  down  south. 

I7TI  My  daughter-in-law 
IV.I  is  hooked  on  garden- 
ing. and  last  weekend  my 
husband  and  I organised  a 
compost  heap  for  her.  The 
grandchildren  have  a rab- 
bit and  I wonder  if  the 
waste  from  the  batch  could 
go  on  die  heap,  or  woold  it 
pose  a health  risk?  — 
G.  Staveley,  Hull. 

nn  00  ahead.  Only  be 
l£*J  careful  that  you  do  not 
get  so  much  carbon-rich 
material  together  in  the 


heap  that  ii  does  not  heat  up 
and  rot.  Open  up  and 
crumple  the  hutch  newspa- 
pers. The  nitrogen-rich  rab- 
bit urine  will  speed  things 
up.  but  some  kitchen  waste 
would  help  to  keep  it  active. 
Why  not  get  another  rabbit 
or  20,  to  speed  up  compost 
production? 

[T5*]  A beech  tree  in  my 
L_^J  garden  is  getting  too 
big  and  1 would  tike  to 
pollard  it,  both  to  control 
its  size,  and  as  a long-term 
source  of  firewood.  The 
tree  has  a single  trunk  to 
6ft  4in,  then  many  shoots, 
suggesting  it  has  been 
pollarded  many  years  ago. 
Would  it  survive  pollard- 
ing again,  when  should  it 
be  done,  and  should  I cut 
through  the  main  trunk  or 
through  the  old  pollard 
shoots,  ie,  just  below  or 
just  above  the  previous 
cuts?  — E.  Beaumont, 
Fareham,  Hans. 

H Pollarding  — cutting 
ail  the  branches  back 
to  the  trunk  to  re-grow  — is 
a winter  job,  before  the  sap 
begins  co  rise  again.  The 
more  regularly  it  is  done 
(10-15  years),  the  better  a 
tree  responds  and  survives. 
A pollarded  tree  which  has 
been  allowed  to  grow  on 
again  for  30-100  years  can 
often  be  repollarded.  but 
the  shock  can  be  fatal. 
Beech  is  not  pleased  to  be 
pollarded,  and  cuts  made 
across  major  limbs  often  do 
not  respond  at  all.  I would 
leave  your  beech  alone,  or 
replace  it  with  a more  co- 
operative species. 

• Write  to:  Garden  Answers. 
Weekend.  The  Times, 

/ Pennington  St.  London  El 
9XN.  Advice  is  offend  without 
legal  responsibility.  The  Times 
regrets  that  enclosures  cannot 
be  returned. 
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Victor  Ubogu  has  plans 
to  host  a few  parties  at  the 
courtyard  of  his  home  in 
Bath  {left  and  below)  — but 
first  there  is  the  small 

matter  of  clearing  aww 

the  tangled  overgrowth 


scrum 


Victor  Ubogu.  the  opera-lov- 
ing England  rugby  squad 
player  whose  naked  bottom 
has  on  more  than  one 
occasion  wowed  the  crowds  during 
Grand  Slam  matches,  makes  his 
staggering  announcement  noncha- 
lantly as  we  slash  our  way  to  his 
garden  through  swathes  of  under- 
wear and  clothes  strewn  across  his 
bedroom  floor. 

“f  am  going  to  give  up  wine, 
women  and  song.”  he  says.  Just  like 
that  There  are  crates  of  good 
champagne  upstairs.  Women  keep 
ringing  on  both  his  mobile  phones. 
The  Met  will  probably  fold  without 
his  patronage.  So  has  life  with  a 
yellow  Lotus  and  a bottomless  wallet 
become  too  meaningless  and 
shallow? 

“It  is  for  the  sake  of  Oxfam*s  Fast 
Flood  Day  on  Friday,  November  14.  If 
I am  playing  on  the  Saturday  I can't 
give  up  food  like  most  people,  but  l 
will  not  take  anyone  out  that  night 
and  111  give  the  money  I've  saved  to 
Oxfam."  says  the  man  who  claims  to 


ME  AND  MY  GARDEN:  VICTOR  UBOGU 


know  only  one  flower  — the  white 
orchid:  “l  buy  them  to  send  to 
people.” 

Mr  Ubogu  is  master  of  a small 
overgrown  courtyard  in  central  Bath, 
where  he  lives  in  an  elegant  three- 
storey  stone  house.  He  moved  here  in 
June  from  a cottage  on  Kew  Green, 
west  London,  which  gave  him  regu- 
lar access  to  Kew  Gardens,  his 
favourite  place  to  “chill  out”  between 
rugby  and  his  business  interests. 

These  indude  a London  bar  called 
Shoeless  Joe’s  and  a security  firm, 
which  he  has  since  left  to  turn 
professional,  return  to  the  England 
rugby  squad  and  focus  on  the  1999 
World  Cup.  “I  had  to  cut  down  cm  my 
interests  — I am  not  getting  any 
younger,"  says  the  33-year-old  with 
the  roar  of  laughter  that  punctuates 
almost  everything  he  says. 

He  leads  the  way  out  into  the  25ft 
by  15ft  courtyard,  through  some 
particularly  vicious  brambles,  to 


reveal  his  plans.  It  is  not  an  easy  plot 
— shaded  by  a right-angle  of  high 
Bath  stone  buildings,  and  damp  with 
little  air  movement  but  a good, 
slightly  alkaline  soil. 

“I  want  to  find  out  who  owns  the 
garden  next  door  and  buy  \l  ft  is  even 
more  overgrown  than  mme,”  he  says. 
"Then  111  pierce  an  arch  through  the 
wall  One  garden  would  be  for 
parties  and  the  other,  next  door, 
would  be  to  chill  out  in,  with  a bench 
for  me  to  sir  on  and  read.” 


The  chill-out  garden  would  be 
planted  with  soporific  herbs 
and  a voluptuous  planting  to 
give  the  effect  of  a rainforest 
“I  grew  up  in  Nigeria,  where  it  is 
lush,  wild  and  beautiful.”  says  the  16- 
stone  Oxford  blue  who  has  lived  in 
Britain  since  1977. 

His  Bath  garden  must  have  been 
presentable  at  one  time,  but  bramble, 
ivy,  bindweed  and  creeping  butter- 


cup have  just  about  smothered  a 
planting  of  silver  prostrate  Juniper 
squamata.  cherry,  honeysuckle,  an 
Acer  patmalum.  wisteria,  clematis, 
harfs-tongue  and  .hellebore. 

Mr  Ubogu  frowns  at  his  Baft  stone 
paving  and  says  he  will  replace  it 
with  terracotta  tiles,  build  a barbecue 
in  the  centre  of  the  small  walled 
garden  and  make  raised  stone-edged 
beds  around  the  perimeter. 

"Because  I'm  quite  colourful  " says 
Mr  Ubogu  with  glorious  understate- 
ment, “1  like  plenty  of  bright  colours 
so  I want  Iocs  erf  colourful  plants  in 
the  raised  beds."  , . 

Mr  Ubqgu's  garden  plans  have  a 
certain  theatricality.  “I  like  the  over- 
grown look  and  I’ll  put  in  some 
strategically  placed  lighting — subtle, 
low  lighting  for  parties.” 

Most  surprising  is  his  piari.  for  a 
stone  grotto  at  the  far  end  of  his  party 
garden.  “I  just  want  somewhere  f can 
hide  away,  especially  during  parties” 


More  roars  of  laughter.  "And  I want  A 
astatueofBrigium'sAifflnnete/iPis.”  ” 
he  says  with  post-modernist  irony. 

Mr  Ubogu  says  he  has  neither  the 
knowledge,  nor  the  time  to  do  the 
garden  hunself-  ”1  haven't  thought  in 
depth  about  who  should  do  the 
garden..  I’ve  got  to  sort  out  the  inside 
first  — 1 mean  look  at  it" 

There  is  a certain  informality  in  Mr 
Ubogu’s  house  — clothing  scattered 
where  it  lands  — and.  in  his  bare- 
boarded  office,  computers,  electronic 
equipment  and  an  awesome  array  of 
trainers  sprout  across  the  floor. 

But,  given  the  chance,  who  wouldn't 
swap  a little  house  pride  for  a life  of 
wine,  women  and  opera?  It  was  on  a 
.rugby.  tour  of  Australia  that  Mr 
Ubogu  fell  in  love  with  opera.  Aftew 
being  persuaded  to  see  In  Boheme  at 
the  Sydney.  Opera  House,  he  was 
won  over,  and  now  he  is  a regular 
opera-goer.  with  purist  taste.  Quite  a 
conversion  for  a rugby  international. 

• For  more  information  about  the 
Oxfam  Fast for  Basic  Rights  call  0345 
5S57S3  or 0990 084225. 
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The  Financial  Times  Diary. 

An  investment  that  pays  dividends  daily. 
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CHRISTMAS  GIFT  GUIDE 
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Savings  of  up  to  £30  on 
Pierre  Balmain  luggage 
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The  Tones,  m assodatkm  with  Rerre  Balmain,  ■- 

is  offering  readers  this  stylish  Riyiona  - J The  Timt 
luggage  collection  at  superb  discounts  on  the  i 
mrrp.  Gtoose  from  the  selection  of  four  items  and  J 
achieve  a taitor-maUe  a scr  to  suit  your  personal  I 

needs.  Or  create  individual  sets  as  luxurious  j L ' 

Christmas  gifts.  The  Riviera  collection  is  degantly  1 

B designed  in  m attractive  -»  im  N = 

pierre balmain  woiy and na\tyWue striped 
- ‘ • ‘ ■ fabric,  with  contrasting  . 
brown  trim  and  twuvhandies,  as  wril  as  brushed  * i 

gold  fittings.  The  Pierre  Balmain  degant  gold  motif  i SSwei^sssiStaf 

completes  the  stylish  look.  | — — 

There  are  four  desists  to  choose  from.  A large  | 

travelhoklafl  with  a tpprip opening,  front  zipped  { ISSoSSSliS- 

compartmeru  and  detachable  shoukler  strap  — i 

price£39.asavmgof£30ratbemrrp.A  cxwtoured  I — - — 

travel  case  and  matching  cosmetic  teg.  ^ The  case  ' 
has  a two-section  inferire'.  intemal  rip  pockets  and 
an  infernal  mirror  P4x3(W8cm)  •- price  E35.  a 
savingof£25.F&tallyth»eisachoioeoftwo 
spacious  shoppers,  a curved  zip-top  design 
(47x36x19cm)  ot  a strm^rt-edged  style  with  a 
magnetic  dip  fastener  (44x39x24cm).  Boffi  arefiiBy 
lined  and  have  an  internal  appodoaeadi  shopper 
costs  £25,  a saving  of£2Q  on  the  retail  price. 
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tribaler 

by  Survival 

(1*0.  C**rity2C744<} 

A unique  range 
oi  exclusive  gifts 
inspired  by  tribal 
cultures  and 
sokflnaidofour 
vita)  wori<  to 
protect  tribal  . 

peoples' rights. 
Free  catalogue; 
flek  coupon  or 


01353  663672 
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FOETNUM  & MASON 


mttnstai  selection  □(  gifts  for  tf 
occasions -on  al  departmarts 
o#  our  six  Boon. 

Whsttwr  blowing  far  gat  Idoss 
More  your  viol  or  for 
pwchmag  te  maB  odec  our  coiow 
Catalogua  ms  a soMhn  to  yow 
gift  prahlama. 

-Request  you-  personal  copy 
today  — £3- 

Central  Order  Department  (T/B7J  . /*"N 
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FORTNUM  & MASON  " ^ 

1B1  Piccadilly,  London  W1A 1ER  ■ 7W:  0171-134  8040  • Pas  0171-487  3278 


Good  things  in  life,  like  handmade  cigars  can 
sometimes  be  hard  lo  find.  For  over  40  years  we  have ' 
bees  offering  fine  cigars  from  Cuba  and  around  die 
World  to  connoisseurs. 

We  offer  outstanding  value,  same-day  despatch  service 
with  free  membership  plus  our  current  brochure  from 
which  to  make  your  selection. 

Telephone  0181  902  2656  or  fax  0181  903  0926  or 
e-mail  paul@cigar-clubxt»m  . 

Overseas  orders  welcome,  as  are  all  major  credit  cards. 
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WatecAkfs  catalogue  Mm  high  quality  Christmas  . Cards 
and  styflsh,  watery  gflta  for  the  home  and  garden.  Aft 
proceeds  wffl  help  bring  the  gHt  of  sale  water  to  people 
throughout  Africa  end  Asia. 

For  your  free  copy  phone:  01 892.  B37800-  y~\ 

...  (Men  to  Friday.'  Bern -6pm)  ..  . VS/ 


CHRISTMAS  HAMPER 

& CUT  BROCHURE 

■ 

Red  Letter  Days 

This  Christmas  give  him 
a day  life’ll  never' fprget 
From  Football  Training 
whir  a Star- to  Driving,  a 
Racing  . Car.  .there  -are' 
over  200\unfbrgmtable 
-experteneas  \n  our 
breathtaWng  'nm*  -_2- 
brochure- 
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torafrea  copy 

0800  634  5555 
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Christmas  Brochure  Reply 
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CURIOSITIES 

and- 

ODDmES 


TOYS,  GIFTS 
and 

STOCK3NGF1LLERS 

The  entertaining  free  colour 
catalogue  from  Hawkm  offers 
On  unrivalled  mixture  of  things 
you  thought  had  gone  for  ever 
and  things  you  didn't  even  know  existed,  intriguing 
and  inexpensive  presents  for  children  and  adults. 
Teh  01988  782536  Fax:  01986  782468 


Pure  Cotton  Shirts  that 
Never  Need  Ironing 


Swim  cottoo 
andriqn 
>«inkte*T*aftda*  - - 

■;  /&5-7Q.  fhone  for  your  free ; 
brochure -or  visit  'pur  shop for  a 
ibptofb  selection  erf' men's  shirts, 
■'  •-  '’■'tses-sxJ  icbeMoriet 

Tet017l  430  1433  ~ 
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' 65Kk^i^LDndon\«3B6TO  . 
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GLOBES 

THE  PERFECT  GIFT 


Whether  the  occtak M ft' a bMuhij, 
tvbemem  or  an  reel benmy,  thane  bt 
mo  better  ■mty  to  teB  fewer  Tto 

a globe. 

Oar  Ugh  qmdbyghba  rouge  fiom 
am  htpmrtve  80cm  (32"}  gfobe  to 
al2am(4J-)mbd^obe. 


Ctfar&xftraMI  Boriarbrectere: 
lUepbow:  6181897  3353 
Fnc  6181 759  5677 
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CotofaCMia* 

f t BY  AUCT FABRICS 


Far  an  individual  look,  our 
unique  collection  combines 
stylishhand-printed  designs 
with  the  natural  warmth 
of  pure  cotton  jersey. 
Sizes  range  from  10-28 


PREH  MAIL  ORDER  BROCHURE 


0171 625  7899  0 
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AVSDept  TM9  V2/ 
IS  Lonsdafe  Road,  London,  NWS  6RA 
Pax  0171 625  7009 


INDULGE  IN  LUXURY  THIS  WINTER 
NIGHTSHIRTS  AND  PYJAMAS 


lift 


Real  Pyjamas 


Beautiful  Swisa  and 
English  Cottons 
Matin  in  England 


Free  brochure  Teh 

01603  880887 


Walnut  Bonae, 


Hooingham, 
Norwich,  NRS  5AX 


CHRISTOPHER  WRAYS  1998 

LIGHTING  CATALOGUE 

Discover  the  finest  and  most 
desirable  decorative  lighting  In 
the  world  in  Christopher  Wray's 
stunning  new  244PP  full  colour 
1998  Lighting  Catalogue,  ✓-% 

Prtrp  fif-i  ne  nftol  ' 


Price  £5  (+£2.95  pap)  v-/ 

Telephone  the  Catalogue  Hotline 

0171  3842888 


Christopher  Wray  Lighting 

600  KJngVRoad.  Loodon  5W6  2ltL  fefc  0171 736  8434 


A COMPLETE  GUIDE  TO  CHRISTMAS 
_ SHOPPING  FROM  HOME 


Chwsimas 


A critically  acclaimed  guide 
to  over  400  hand  picked 

..  Sum  - from  the  world 
famous  to  the  quirky  - who 
can  deliver  top  quality 
presents,  food,  drink, 

decorations  and  more  to 
your  door.  . 

288pp  illustrated 

paperback  £7.99  + £1-50 
p&p  or  free  leaflet  from; 

COLUMBINE  PRESSm 
42  CANNONBURY  S QUARE,  L OND  ON  N1 2AW 
Tel:  0171  7049173  or  Fax:  0171  704 1509 


Beautiful  Silks 

® The  Threads  Of  Silk  Caliertton 

g Vf  ; 

Hie  finest  tonnypnreSfDB  la  dasdto 
and  modem  derigos  are  fiatured  to  - 

opt  coBecttm.  The  range  torindes 

nightwear;  underwear;  diirts,Uoases, 

waistcoats,  jackets,  ties  and  scams. 

0171  274 

or  write  to  M: 
FREEPOST,  PO 

2387p«ro/  ftoc 0171 3*6 OOSS 
DCHEN  SILK,  DEPT  TTC6, 

Box  3432,  London  SE5  9BR 
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SEEING  IS  BELIEVING. 

FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOGUE 

TeL-0J 232 280555 
or  EMAIL.  mmOcbe.dnet.eo.uk 


Cortsty  's  luxury  towels  make 
dehgbtfid  gifts  ■ and  now 


OLIVER  BROWN 


order.  Includes  36  stunning 
dolours,  plus  children's, 
sports  and  beach  towels. 
Phone  now  for  your  FREE 
Christy  Direct  brochure. 
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Quality  Country  and  Weekend  nothing  ^7) 
TEL:  0171  259  9494  FAX:  0171  259  9444 
75  LOWER  SLOAXE  STREET,  LONDON,  SW1W  SDA 
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0345  585252 


WHAT  EVERT  GOOD 
GOLFER  WANTS  FOR 
• CHRISTMAS 
Pkis  Twos  or  Trousers 
Made  to  Measure 
Dree*  from  the  factory 
7 days  defivwy 
Mag  order  brochure 

Spender  Trousers  -. 

Friendly  Works 
Burnley  Road  , 
Sawerby  Bridge 
W Yorkshire  HX6  2TL 

. Tel:  01422833020 " 

Fax:  01422  839777 
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Mads  by  French  creftsmonfor  75  yean.  Avafabfa 
la  cobrit  blue,  maize,  crirat  facing  green,  tonat 
green  end  brick  For  a £10  dricoum  voucher, 
(radeamabb  wfth  ■ £40  mfrrimum  Chauaur 
purchase),  plus  colour  brochure  end  noeresl 
racier,  caH  0181 2SS  OSES  (24hreL 
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The  Ideal  Wine  Storage  Solutloi 
EuroCave  * 


CALL  FOR 
OUR  NEW 
-CATALOGU 
01738 
880322 
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Free  JetocUery  Catalogue 
and  Watches  Catalogue 


THONE  01252  334800 
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01799  526  526 


AFPLEWOODS 

Our  catalogue  is  your  guide 


to  a natural  wealth  of 
toiletries,  cosmetics  and 
aroma theraphy . When  you 
browse  through  our 
selection  of  soaps,  essential 
oQs,  candles  and  beauty 
hems  derived  from  all  over 
the  world  you  can  be  assured 
of  discovering  products  you 
have  always  wanted. 

Call  freephone  for  a free 
colour  catalogue  /-s 

0800  25  23  22  ^ 


Stressed? 

Headaches? 


The  MindLab  Orion 
relaxation  unit  coaid  help 
you  unwind  in  as  little  as 
5 minutes! 

It  can  also  promote  deeper 
sleep  and  faster  learning 
too.  Ask  for  your  FREE 
colour  brochure  NOW! 


Ring  01625  502602 

(qnoie  ref  TB3) 


BONSOIR  DIRECT 


teesTT- 


a 


100%  PURE 
CASHMERE 


Prices  from  £2950  to  £79540  pages  of 
the  highest  quality  cashmere  knitwear 
al  incompareUe  prices.  For  yonr 

rmwp)im^wfa«y  raflnyu.  /Mitl 


(01525)280888 

or  fax  (01525)  280884. 


t/vv 


Britan's  leading  supplier  of  pare 
cashmere  by  mail 

PO Box 694  ' fw) 

Evenbott  ^ 
MK17  9GA.  smriT 


h'jirr 


CLIMATE  CONTROL 
CLOTHING 

From  KHttir  Sport 

j|  g iwobiioiwy 
xhnnee  to  dangB  aad  tsduudogy 
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CHRISTMAS  B^CHURE  REPLY 

To  receive  up  to  six.  of  the  above  brochures 
please  indicate  your  choice  bdow. 


m 


Pleawreiunuo:  THE  TIMES  Newspapers" 

PO  BOX  50,  BROMLEY,  KENTBK2OTT 

, , orfaxyreg  regoca  on:  0153  3133337 

A>rwip4piiTm>redfarrWlnLiiLJinuum»«Mth.*.n-w->^-^  . 
^ I»a^  I.  «« 
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. WEEKEND  * SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 1997 


TONY  STOWE 


Improve  your 


bat  average 


OCT  31-NOV  2 


Outdoor  activities  for  all  age 
groups  With  the  Youth  Hos- 
tels Association  at  Edale.  Der- 
byshire. and  Llangollen, 
North  Wales:  cycling,  hang- 
gJidins-  paraglidine.  caving, 
climbing  and  kayakin®.  From 
£93  per 'person,  including  full 
huard  and  instruction.  Full 
details:  01727  S4SM7. 

Pottery  weekend:  Visit  the 
workshops  of  Spode.  Wedg- 
wood and  Royal  Doulion. 
Price,  inclusive  of  halF-board 
and  visits  to  the  potteries.  £95 
per  person,  per  night  at  Rook- 
ery Hall.  Nantwich.  Chester 
0)1270  610016). 

Gliding  breaks:  Learn  to  glide 
on  a weekend  break  in  the 
Colswolds.  From  the  Charing- 
wonh  Manor  Horel.  Chipping 
Campden  (0138b  b93555). 

Weekend  rates  from  £200  per 
head,  half-board,  based  on 
two  people  sharing.  Gliding 
lessons  from  £75  per  day.  or 
£32  for  a trial  flight. 

Walking  or  cycling  weekends 
in  the  Cotswolds:  Price  with 
Compass  Holidays  (01242 
250642)  includes  itineraries, 
information  pack  and  two 


nights  B&B.  Cycles  to  hire. 
Cycling  breaks  E88,  walking 
breaks  £95. 

Health  and  fitness  breaks  at 
die  Combe  Grove  Manor 
Hotel  and  Country  Club 
(01255  834644).  Indoor  pool, 
gym.  golf  practice  course, 
hydro  and  spa.  Price  £390 
based  on  two  people  sharing, 
half-board. 

Bat  and  birdwatching  week- 
ends: At  the  Panmaenuchaf 
Hall  Hotel.  Dolgellau.  Mid- 
Wales  (01341  422129).  Five 
varieties  of  bat  can  be  seen  in 
the  hotel  attic,  including  the 
lesser  horseshoe  bat  Weekend 
rates  from  El 25.  including 
half-board,  access  to  anic  bat- 
flying  areas  and  bat  pack. 
Landscape  drawing  and 
painting  in  autumn,  at  the 
Leonard  Wills  Centre.  Nertle- 
combe  Court,  Taunton.  Som- 
erset (019S4  640320).  Prices, 
including  full  board  and 
luiriort.  from  £184. 

Framing  and  mounting  pic- 
tures; Archaeological  walks 
and  talks  along  the  river 
Arun:  All  at  the  Old  Rectory, 
Fittleworth.  West  Sussex 
(01798  S65306).  From  £114  resi- 
dential and  £90  non- 
residenrial. 


NOVBMBER7~&: 


Learn  about  London  in  the  19th  century:  November  7-9 


Fishing,  canoeing  and  boat- 
ing weekends  near  Clov'd ly. 
Devon,  with  Farm  and  Cot- 
tage Holidays  (01237  479698). 
Prices  for  a three-night  break, 
self-catering,  from  £103  for  a 
lodge  sleeping  four  people. 
Poetry  and  prose  of  the  Great 
War.  Chamber  musk  for 
amateurs;  Modern  garden- 
ing: Hat-making  for  begin- 
ners: Some  of  the  courses  at 
Missenden  Abbey.  Great 
Misscnden.  Bucks  (01494 
890295).  Prices  £159  residen- 
tial. £69  non-residentiai. 
Drama  Workshops  at  the 
Unicom  Theatre  for  Children, 
Arts  Theatre.  Gt  Newport  St. 
WC2  (0171-379  3280).  Tomor- 
row: playwriting  and  teddy 
bears.  Price  per  session  £7.50. 
Calligraphy  and  cards;  Writ- 
ing memoirs;  Cities  of  die 
Baltic  (art  histoiy):  This  week- 
end at  Belstead  House,  Ips- 
wich. Suffolk  (01473  686321). 
Prices  from  E75-E95.  inclusive. 
Woodland  wildlife  in  au- 
tumn; Painting  plants;  Im- 
prove your  watercolours:  A 
selection  of  painting  courses  at 
Halford  Mill.  East  Bergholt. 
Essex  (01206  29S283).  Prices 
from  £79- £102,  inclusive. 
Making  the  most  of  your 
camera:  Portraiture  tech- 
niques, dtcoupage:  All  at  the 
Hill  Residential  Centre.  Aber- 
gavenny (01495  333777).  Prices 
per  course.  £S8. 

The  world’s  first  city,  London 
in  the  19th  century;  Lingerie 
and  blouses;  Paintings  and 
meaning;  Chinese  brush 
painting:  A varied  selection  of 
courses  at  Knuston  Hall 
Irchester.  Wellingborough. 
Northants  (01933  312104). 

Prices  from  £89  inclusive. 

Fish  and  vegetarian  cookery 
weekend:  Leant  to  cope  with 
vegetarian  dinner  guests,  with 
demonstrations  and  lessons  in 
the  kitchen.  At  Ynshir  Hall. 
Machynlleth.  Mid-Wales 
(01654  781209).  Price  £170. 
inclusive. 

Smallholder  workshops:  At 
the  Rare  Breeds  Centre, 


4k  < ~ r 


Don’t  hang  about  get  hang-gliding  cycling  or  kayaking  on  activities  weekends  for  all  age  groups,  in  Derbyshire  or  North  Wales,  next  weekend 


Wood  church.  Ashford,  Kent 
(01223  861493).  Courses  on 
keeping  sheep,  poultry,  pigs, 
ducks  and  geese.  From  £18  per 
session.  B&B  available. 
Buying  and  owning  a PC 
Write  a short,  short  story. 
Relax  with  raffia:  All  at  the 
Old  Rectory.  Fittleworth,  West 
Sussex  (01798  865306).  Prices 
from  £114  residential  and  £90 
nort-residentiaL 
Medieval  and  Renaissance 
palaces  of  Europe,  at  the 
University  of  Oxford.  Rewley 
House,  Oxford  (01865  270360). 
Price  £44.  accommodation  by 
arrangement. 

Practise  for  the  piste:  Dry-ski 
weekends  with  unlimited 
practise  on  110-metre  artificial 
slope.  Indudes  introductory 
skiing  or  snowboarding  lesson 


and  accommodation.  From 
Parkdean  Holidays  (0191  224 
0500).  For  two  or  three  nights, 
prices  from  £70  inclusive. 


.NOVEMBER 


Siegfried  Sassoon,  poet  of 
paradox.  University  of  Man- 
chester, Centre  for  Continuing 
Development  {0161-275  3275). 
Prices.  £92,  inclusive. 

The  road  to  Santiago  and 
Muslim  Spain:  Exoticism 
and  Western  architecture; 
Images  of  the  body;  Three 
courses  at  die  University  of 
Cambridge.  Madingley  Hall 
(01954  210636).  From  £117, 
inducting  accommoation. 

The  courts  of  Renaissance 
Italy,  Astronomy.  Victorian 


and  Edwardian  architecture 
in  London;  Bridge:  improve 
your  Aral  bidding:  Promot- 
ing a sense  of  we&freing:  At 
Missenden  Abbey.  Great 
Missenden,  Bucks  (01494 
890295).  Price  £IS9  residential, 
£59  non -residential. 
Colonialism  in  the  19th  and 
20th  centuries:  Music  of  the 
1920s  and  1930s;  Science  and 
religion:  All  at  the  Wedgwood 
Memorial  College.  Barlaston. 
Staffs  (01782  372105).  Price  £36. 
including  foil-board. 

Cooking  for  Christmas;  Scot- 
tish country  dancing;  Learn 
to  swim;  Pastels  for  begin- 
ners: All  at  the  Eamley  Con- 
course, Chichester,  West 
Sussex  (01243  670392).  Winter 
brochure  now  available. 
Weekend  rates  from  £142  resi- 


dential. £98  non-residentiai. 
Scrabble  weekend;  Bridge 
for  beginners;  Gourmet 
cooking:  in  Welsh.  Marches 
with  Acorn  Activities  (01432 
8300SB).  Price  £125.  inclusive. 
Autumn  fruits  and  Sowers  in 
gouache;  Egyptology:  Two 
courses  at  BelsteadT  House 
Education  Centre.  Ipswich. 
Suffolk  (01473  686321).  Prices 
from  E75-E95,  inclusive. 
Navigation  and  h31  walking 
basic  map  reading. . Edale 
Hostel.  Derbyshire  (01433 
670302).  £87.  . 

Archaeological  interpreta- 
tion and  mapping  from  aeri- 
al photographs:  This  week- 
end at  the  University  of 
Oxford.  Rewley  House  (01865 
270360).  Price  £46.  Accommo- 
dation by  arrangement . 


Cake  design  with  Christmas 
in  min'd:  Crafts  for  Christ- 
mas; Yoga:  Calligraphy:  Four 
courses  at  the  Homcastie  Coll- 
ege, Homcastie,  Lincolnshire 
(01507  522449).  Price.-  £87, 
inclusive. 

Abseiling,  river  rafting,  tank 
driving,  walking;  fly  fishing 
in  Grampian  with  Tartan 
Collection  Activities.  Cairn  ton, 
Lumphanan,  Aberdeenshire 
(013398  83500).  £179  inclusive. 
Woodcarring;  Guitar  ensem- 
ble weekend;  Painting  detail 
in  watercolour;  Backcare 
workshop:  Ail  this  weekend  at 
the  Old  Rectory,  fittleworth. 
West  Sussex  (01798  865306). 
From  £114  residential.  £90  non 
residential. 


Robin  Neillands 


NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


SOUTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


CITY  & WEST  END 


FULHAM 
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HU  NW1A  idMMoa  AKXV1U  VILLAGE  3 tad 


ladag  rocop,  dnr  »»«r  adfta 
tara  tada  Q 59^00,  Prank 
Santa  A Co  0171  OOP  7000. 


1NH  Pta- 1 WOW  NMtaki  a dfcto 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA  . ■ ' 


Hand.  A dUa  tad  am. Ig*  HA  1 tad  lax  Or  F»  Oat  99  wl 
dfala  wq.  tga  bmtaooia.  I E179,5>B0.  0171  73d  idol 


0171 


BAYAKSTON  MAMBOMS.  Wl. 


LONDON  PROPERTY 


SALES  LAUNCH  THIS  WEEKEND 


Only  eight  2 bed/2  bath  apartments 
remain  with  gas  central  heating 
and  hi-tech  spec 


WESTMINSTER  SW1 
Ashley  gardens 


City  View 


paw*  ganOn.  FF  Wtetarv  uNy 
room,  laymMn.  cug*p 
E3S0  pa  im*t  iNttWMt 
thTOutfkJUt  1211000. 
T«fc0171  2897916 
or  0956  506737 


NEW  HOMES 


>EWL 

HOMES 


CITY  DOCKLANDS  & 
EAST 


■ " '.-.XA?' 


Quality  Homes  of  Distinction 


ft 


HAmtow  smacr,  3 pad  apt 


BLACKHEATH 


PENTHOUSE 


Essex  FW  Islington  London  Nt 


Hi-tech  security  wrtri  video  entry  telephone  system 
incorporating  digrtaf  PAC  reader 
4715  sq  ft  landscaped  root  terrace  with  panoramic 
views  of  the  City  skyline 
Individual  burglar  alarm  instated 
CCTV  linked  to  your  television 
Sumptuous  bathrooms  with 
power  showers 
Low  service  charges 
f itted  kitchen  with  integrated 
appliances  (inducting  oven,  hob. 
axtractor  hood,  fridge  freezer. 

W3sher/dryer  and:  dishwasher;. 

Private terrace  or’ balcony  to  all 
avaiiabie’apartriicrcts; 

$99  year  tease-~  wti/a?  Freetrcid 
Gas  central  heating . 

Parking  available  f : ' 

Ready  for  occupation  early  t. 993 


With  Panoramic  view  of 
Regent’s  park  and  Loodoo. 
58  ft  Reception  room,  five 
bedrooms,  tine 
badaooms,  iuteben.  Share 
of  tieehoid. 


£595, 000  Sofc  Agrafe 
Kinldgh  Foikard  & 
Hayward 

01714865551 


SWAN  COURT 

Hartley  WIntney,  Hampshire 

A select  development  of  ten  2 and  3 bedroom 
homes  in  a courtyard  setting  In  the  historic  villaqe 
of  Hartley  Wintney. 


Price  range:  £155,000  - £210,000 
Tel:  01252  842759 


6U* 


YORK  PLACE 

Weybridge,  Surrey, 
Four  substantia!  4 bedroom  3 bathroom  and' 
5 bedroom  3 & 4 bathroom  homes  overlooking 
Weybridge  Cricket  Green  with  gated  entrance  to 
private  gardens  and  parking. 


COURT 
Butlers  Wharf 
2 and  2 bedroom 
luxury  warehouse 
apartments 


Price  range:  £430,000  - £465,000 
Tel:  01932  840874 


—re  I 


_ from£!75.000  / 
^1715780*7^^ 


FULHAM 


FARNELLMEWS 

Thariies  Street,  Weybridge,  Surrey 
A ct  9 property  in  a sectH&courtyanJ 

■ SBflrng  with  quafity  Specificatiori  to  match. 

3 & fbedroomTbwn  Houses. 

Two  2 bedroom  apartments  with  private  garden, 
Two  2 bedroom  duplex  apaitmoits  and 
.Ora  4 bedroom  detached  house 


JW.lBLL*!.  1*1  J a 1 


Price  range:  £134,950  - £289,950 
Tel:  01932  830800 


Available  Now 


LONDON  PROPERTY 


Prices  from  £155T0Q0  - £205,000 


Sates  office  a show  apartment 
Open  Thurs  - Mon.  Ilain  - 5pm 


GOLDCRFST 


Tel/Fax  0171  226  1496 


GREAT  JUBILEE  WHARF 

Wapping,  London  Ei 

Spectacular  2 and  3 bedroom 
warehouse  apartments  with  terrace 
and  stunning  river  views 
underground  parking  • 24  hr  security 

Prices  from  £430,000 
0171  488  0306 


•2,  3 and  4 bedroom  hemes  in  Basingstoke 
Cali  01256  472131 

• 2 and  3 bedroom  homes  in  Cowley, 
Oxford.  Call  01 3S5  716737 

• 4 bedroom  detached  homes  in 
High  Wycombe  Call  01494  530275 

* 2 bed  apartments  plus  3 and  4 bedroom 
detached  homes  in  Newbury. 

Call  01635  569S31 

* 4 bedroom  home  in  Winchfield,  Hants  - 
only  1 remaining.  Call  G1256  B40074 

* 5 bedroom  home  in  Yatoley,  Hants,  only  1 
remaining.  Call  01252  743700 

• 4 bedroom  refurbished  properties  in 
Penvorth,  West  Sussex  - only  2 remaining 
Cali  01425  542307 


Available  Soon 

• 2 bedroom  apartments  £.  town  houses  in 
Barnes,  SW15 

• 4 and  5 bedroom  homes  at  Woodley  near 
Reading. 

• Ncvj  buifd  and  conversions  in  Winkficld 
Nr  Windsor  with  4 and  5 bedrooms 

• 4 and  5 bedroom  homes  in  West  Byfieet. 
Surrey 

• New,  Listed  8am  and  Barn  Conversions  ir 
tver,  Bucks 


wvjw.fcjewley.co.uk 


Sales  Offices  Open  Daily  from 
10.00am  to  5.00pm 
For  further  details  please  telephone 
the  Sales  Dept  at  Bewley  Horr^s  on 
01256  840074 
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01732  369935 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


r CHELSEA . 
WORLD'S  BID 

far*  appartanky  to  Knuh« 
ynin—yh.  WoiArtU  IWCt 
tariMd  m mt4  hi  raaiafeM 
crijjraf  Ityoctli  pqfod  Imtm. 
tiadcrakad  A ameunfly  nwd 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


01713523457 


SHROPSHIRE 


SUSSEX 


YORKSHIRE 


COTSWOLDS 


rrrrr 


lATTf; 


DORSET 


raar  gdn  ft  if  orr.  Me  1 Mm. 
dkna * * Irtr  im  06SJW 
VMM. 

01*1  S70  7161.  . 


NOTTJNGHIIX 


Mill  111  MU.  Axtmcdm  1 M 

aaSjooff* pm’anwkf**' 


Humberts 


..  A very  fine  Hired  period  bouse  of  Tudor  Origin. 

3 HBcejn,  kMxadc,  6 beds,  office  3 baths,  *bw  no,  sttaenn 
Ctswigay.  nwltmT4h^nMajp«»y'Br»>brijp«lp.M 

Lewis  Office  01273  478828  . 


CLUTTONS 

Daniel  Smith 


WEST  SUSSEX,  NR  CHICHESTER 

CUcheiter3  miles.  Arundel  13  oaks.  London  74mUa 


NO  Agents:  £05000 


HEREFORDSHIRE 


LANCASHIRE 


i 
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HAMPSTEAD 


HAMPSTEAD  VILLAGE 
BOOSE  FOR  SALE 
100Y»BfalhwiWa*«aS!»* 

*b£<*,  ttns  boac  «« Ian.  ,ij  pm 
altba  l»tai\MirtYiAy«iMlMi 
t3weju  SOW  mend  by  nfaakv 


DEVON 


TORQUAY 
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THE  OLD  STABLES 

DELPHNEWBOAD 


An  iN&ndwQy  dedgned  coanuy 
icndnoe  locMd  enibe  tuddfls 
rf  Create  Mmctaw  me 

QHiHlBd)  ftnndlwl  fiw  liv 
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lwlflucK,  3 neoapdon  room 
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C3SMOOI 
Gtdd&Co 
Estate  Agents  and  Valuers, 
33  High  Street. 

Uppermffl,  Oldham, 
T*t  01457  370557- 
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SUFFOLK 


2 


3535 
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CYPRUS 


WALES 
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LAND  FOR  SALE  SURREY 


Maatamal  aaailua  for  lx 
Sam  dm  MBw,  ■ 
Casdtrr  os«s  doo  oioe. 


HAMPSHIRE 


BMMDSMi  Anmctln  BsMd 


53C 


CYPRUS 

Omi  you  earn  imMb  home  widi 
aivarb  beach  taut  taiaMon  AS 
nwhiu, open al yaer.  tBndna 
LimanaL  VWda  aaieedan  id  now 


SpacM  after  no  aits  Cast  mtS 
1 BBS  tram  C14399L 

Brodiuv 

Tel:  01 71  2784848 


FRANCE 


YORKSHIRE 


A pctnresqne  period  collage  tatnatare  secluded  gardens. 
" Entrance  lobby,  dmmg  mnm,  riming  iwm,  • 

. ccrocrvainiy,  inner  hall,  cloakroom.  kitcben/breakfiut 
room.  3 bedrooms,  ea  mite  bathroom,  2nd  bathroom, 
sep  wc. 

Stroma  house.  Manna  aedoded  gardens  with  paved 
terrace  and  tewn  wilh  pond  awl  *eaw  walks. 

■ • Off  road  parking.  About 025  acres 

- LONDON  OFFICE:  0171 408 1010 
' ARUNDEL  OFFICE:  01903  882213 


«£*■*!  SCOTLAND 


ISLE  OF  WIGHT  : 


StRarnm  4 Moray  VleaoalaB  SO> 
WmkaOMa,S  batla.  CUaa 
(olUSCWZLoo  ISxMklM^ 


SUSSEX 


TriL-  01748  825009 


SMAIX  famished  sckSo 
St  Jean  Captemt. 
balcony,  storage.  Leas 
wefl.  Close  Nice. 
Beaches,  mnemains. 
Med  base  for  Monaco 
Grand  Prix  A World  Ckn. 
FF475y000ona 
Garage  extra  by  neg. 
1ELs0151 3274056, 


COUNTRY 

PROPERTY 


The  Guild  of  Professional  Estate  Agents 
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• iflCKLETON,  COTSWOLDS  £325,000 

Period  reridtmcc  m the  centre  .of  rhe  viUagb3.reoeprians, 

6 bedrooms,  4 bathrooms  in  main  house.  Separate  one 

bedroom  fbo,  courtyard  parking,  walkd  garden. 

Awerew  Gumfloooa-  Htm  Street.  HRHDBHI 

Chhtino  Campcbj  01386  841616  ftfiSil 

■:-i\ 

NB  BURY  ST  EDMUNDS,  SUFFOLK  £162*500 

An  artractive  duxebed  property  of.  character  requiring 
some  updating.  Twofrhme  rroptfann.  five,  bedrooms. 
Dehghr&l  secluded  setting  in  about  5Ws  of  an  acre. 
Just  two  mik*  fixw  town.  RiH  derails  on  request. 
Marshall  Buck  & Casson,  9 GuldhaixSt, 

Biwr  St  Edmunds'  01284  705505 


DE  BEAUVOIR  RD,  LONDON  N1  £250,00® 
BeaudfiiBy  presented  and  sympathccfcally  restored  threi 
bedroom,  three  storey;  flat  fronted  centre  rennet  bouse  In 
die  heart  of  DeBeauvoa:  New  luxury  fitmennthroughoaL 
45*  east  pnlwi.  Imiiwlaft»  occupation  available-  | 
Bbtneit  Walccn,  544  Kincsland  Rd, 

E8  0171  275  7177 


HENFIELD,  WEST  SUSSEX  guide  £450,000 

A luxury  detached  property  with  swimming  pod,  spa. 
gymnasium  sod  w110?-  Slnuied  in  a setting 

close  to  Henfieid  Parish  Church. 


STEVETEs  1 BtSHOP  CBi3FT.  Hjcw  arREEr 
Henfield,  West  Sussex  01273  492MI 


~0t 
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HENFIELD,  WEST  SUSSEX  £425.000 

A detached  property  set  in  gaidaa  and  grounds  of 
appcoxmiatdy  3-5  acres,  with  adi  oootaiiied  annexe, 
quadruple  garage  and  swimmmg  pool  Situated  north  of 
Henfield. 

Stevens,  l BishopCrcit,  High  Street  ntoVcini 
Henhsa  West  Susxx  01273  492141  ^a=r 
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.[■  KENNINGTONROAD  £425,000 

A aiigmri.1  Rwypm  haw  m dw  KwinlngMn  Bond,  huih: 
circa  1787.  The  property  offers  large  well  proportioned 
rooms,  a high  iraatfad  cf  nafnuiMufa^r  In  aB  reoatt  uupaxry 
wwT  a wdl  planned,  ima^nltive  ^rden  ar  the  rear. 

Daniel  Smith  Res*,19I  Kenninorm  Lane,  • 

0171735  9510-  . fl«« 


• N ASCOT  VILLAGE,  WATFORD,  HERTS 

PRICE  GUIDE  £425,000  FREEHOLD  INTEREST 

, -An  tmprective  5 bedroom,  4 reception  roomed 
.detached  house,  built  at  the  turn  of  the  century  far 
Hariand  & Wol£  The  i^ackKa  and  extensive 
aocontmadaclon  features' many  originai  features  and  is 
complimented  by  a superb  SoudfWesr  fedng  enden. 

The  property  enjoyi  a quiet  location  yet  Wafettb1  town 
centre  mid  taamHne  station  (Huston  20 'mb’s)  are 
.within  a short  walk.  Excellent  schools  and  places  of 
wotship  for  most  denoarinanoas  are  umilmfy  accessible. 

^ Jiw«nT& Couch, 

37  Sr.  Albans  Road. 

Wh rponftHwre 
..  01923 242201 
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WHITCHURCH  CANONICORUM  £330^00 

A fine  detached  village  home  of  cxmsidexable  character. 
Spacious  5 bedroomed  accommodation  with  lovely 
country  views.  Mature  gardens.  In  all  about  X acre. 


Masttm  Dmoac,  36  Broad  Street. 
Lyme  Reob,  Dorset  01297  445500 


THEOBOLDS  PARK  onto  £170000 

Wdl  appotneed  fust  floor  2 bedroom  apartment  farming 
part  of  this  impnhne  detached  residence  see  within  extetwive 
landscaped  ^tdens.  The  property  offer*  co-ordinated 
interior  design  throughout.  Convenieru  far  J25  of  M25. 
Next  Move,  2 Station  Ajvroach,  ii— ten 

Station RD,CHn*3T*D 0181  529  0122  “*zt  aBTa 
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SUTTON  COLDFIELD  £550,000 


Mooc  Hall  Golf  CoiHse.  5 beds  aH  when  ndres,  guest 

lraBy.  dWng  m,  fimily  im.  fined  hftW  laudiy  m 
im.sminmtngnvqpltx.'OxtiervatampMBaifcBhiLii*--! 
Quahtrius,  Estate  House,  1st  Floor, 
44HnH8r,Sum>iO0LrHao  0121  3549229  _ 


SANDIWAY  &3SJ000 

hxbviduallydea^ied,  quality  nskknresiiuattd  fa  an  enviable 
e*ablisfaed  8«tmg  pwriing  seduskn  wldxwt  aolaaco. 
TaaefiiDy  deaxaied  daoughout  and  extremely  well  equipped. 
Integral  double  garage  with  *cjJy/hotfara  room  above. 

Ausnre,  105  Noriey  Bqaix 
NdtnTOKH,  Cheshire  01 60S 882869 
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ISLE  OF  ANGLESEY  £300,000 
A mily  mapdkem  Period  Country  Rmiience,  set  within 
applQXluUttiy  35  ana  at  landscaped  gardens,  offering 
epaeious  family  aoeoounodatfan  of  the  highest  standard. 
ArpaHy  one  of  die  finest  properties  on  the  island. 
Mmgan  Evans  & CD  Lm,  28  Hkjh  Sr.  Q 

Mam  Banxg.  AhMLKBr  0048  716816  'ZT-rrr 
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Heritage  at  the  end 


of  your  garden 


There  may  be  a 
rich  history 
lurking  beneath 
your  house. 
Tom  Rowland 
investigates 


LONDON 


'll /alJdng  along  the  quiet 
W Thames-side  streets  of  Dept- 


vv  Thames-side  streets  of  Dept- 
ford. it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  this 
area  of  south  London  once  housed  a 
bustling  community  of  shipwrights 
and  traders,  and  was  the  site  of  one 
of  the  most  imponanr  dockyards  in 
Britain. 

It  was  here  in  the  Ihth  century 
that  Henry  VTII  cradled  his  navy  at 
the  royal  dock  and  here  that 
Elizabeth  1 came  to  inspect  Francis 
Drake's  ship,  the  Golden  Hind. 
when  she  conferred  a knighthood 
on  the  captain. 

She  also  granted  the  East  India 
Company  its  first  charter  in  1600 
and.  a year  later,  the  company 
fitted  out  its  first  four  ships  at 
Deptford,  using  the  profits  to  buy  a 
site  next  ro  the  royal  dock.  If  was  in 
this  yard  that  its  trading  ships  were 
repaired  and  provisioned  for  their 
long  journey  ea st. 

Then,  as  the  wuoden  fighting 
ships  grew  bigger  and  heavier,  the 
navy's'  builders  needed  a wider 
river  and  the  royal  yard  moved 
down  river,  first  to  Woolwich  and 
then  to  Chatham,  while  the  East 
India  Company  finally  moved 
away  from  the  docks  in  1782. 

More  than  200  years  later. 
Deptford  is  coming  up  in  the  world 
again.  An  extension  of  the  Dock- 
lands Light  Railway  is  due  to  open 
shortly  after  the  millennium,  pro- 
viding easy  access  to  the  City,  and 
the  area's"  Georgian  sea  captain^ 
houses  are  being  restored  as  are  the 
many  high-quality  period  build- 
ings on  the  high  streer.  prompting  a 
lot  of  interest  from  buyers. 

Building  work  is  also  about  to 
start  on  the  site  of  the  old  dockyard, 
which  will  eventually  provide  650 
fiats  and  houses.  The  centrepiece  of 
the  development  by  Fairview  New 
Homes  is  a seven-storey  block  of 
designer  luxury  flats  with  river 


New  development  at  Deptford  Creek,  once  the  site  of  shipbuilders 


views,  complete  with  glass-walled 
penthouses. 

But  before  the  builders  move  in. 
a team  of  archaeologists  has  been 
allowed  to  excavate  the  site,  and 
has  unearthed  the  remains  of  the 
old  East  India  Company  dockyard. 
So  far,  two  timber  slipways  have 
been  revealed  along  with  a river- 
side wall.  They  are  built  of  reused 
ships'  timbers,  and  the  team  be- 
lieves it  should  be  possible  to 
discover  a great  deal  about  how 
ships  were  built  in  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries. 

Elsewhere,  on  the  far  side  of  the 
site,  the  team  has  discovered  a 
complex  or  almshouses  built  for 
seamen's  widows  during  the  lbth  to 
ISfh  centuries.  The  patterned  tile 
floors  are  still  intact  and  many  of 
the  former  inhabitants'  possessions 
— including  sewing  needles  and 
pottery  — have  been  found  scat- 
tered nearby. 

The  widows  were  employed  to 
mend  sails  or  make  clothes,  it 
seems,  and  it  is  an  interesting 
thought  that  the  last  time  anybody 
looked  at  those  needles,  the  play- 
wright Christopher  Marlowe  was 
gening  into  deep  trouble  around 
the  comer:  he  was  assassinated  in  a 
Deptford  tavern. 

The  archaeologists  say  they  are 
surprised  by  the  quality  and  extent 
of  the  find,  partly  because,  until  it 
was  demolished  recently,  the  site 
was  under  the  massive  bulk  of 
Deptford  power  station,  the  world’s 
first,  built  in  1889  by  Sebastian  de 
Ferranti. 

The  team  moves  out  next  month 
and  building  work  will  start  sewn 
after,  with  the  phased  development 
completed  by  2002. 


An  anchor  (left)  discovered  durinig  the  dig  at  the  old  East  India  Company  dockyard  in  Deptford  recalled  the  days  when  the  docks were  home  to  tea  dippers  (above) 
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GLOUCESTER 


Repossessions  usually  come  in 
the  form  of  run-down  flats  in 


IX.  the  form  of  run-down  flats  in 
out-of-the-way  parts  of  big  cities, 
hut  a Gloucestershire  estate  agent 
is  soon  to  launch  Britain^  first 
repossessed  Roman  villa  on  the 
market. 

The  villa  takes  up  mosr  of  the 
three-quarter  acre  garden  of  a 
cottage  in  the  village  of  Wortley. 

In  1980  Paul  Cory,  fhe  then 
owner,  was  digging  a hole  for  a 
new  fence  post  when  he  found  a 
piece  of  mosaic  floor.  He  reported 
his  find  to  a group  of  local 
enthusiasts  and  for  the  next  few 
years  they  carried  out  some  small 
diggings  in  the  garden.  Then  the 
professionals  moved  in  and  discov- 
ered the  remains  of  an  entire  villa. 

Most  of  the  villa  has  yet  to  be 
excavated,  but  the  work  was  forced 
to  a premature  halt  when  the  house 


in  spring  this  year  through  Hum- 
berts' Tetbury  office  at  an  asking 
price  of  £220.000.  but  was  repos- 
sessed before  a buyer  could  be 
found.  Since  then  it  has  been  at  the 
centre  of  a legal  dispute. 

“We  did  have  a buyer  earlier  this 
year,  but  it  fell  through- because  of 
the  problems  at  the  time.  Hopefully 
it  will  soon  be  resolved,”  says 
Edward  Bagnall.  of  Humberts. 


57. i * t ; * i : is  £..* jv. 


Archaeologists  uncover  a Roman  villa  ata  cottage  m Wortley 


was  repossessed  earlier  this  year. 
During  the  summer,  part  of  the  dig 
became  overgrown. 

Although  recognised  as  an  im- 
portant archaeological  rite,  the  villa 
is  not  protected  by  English  Heri- 
tage. When  the  house  is  eventually 
sold  there  will  be  nothing  to  stop 


the  new  owners  shutting  their 
doors  to  the  researchers  and  bury- 
ing the  remains  under  a new  lawn. 

The  house,  known  locally  as 
Thatched  Cottage,  dates  from  the 
14th  century  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  built  from  stone  taken  from 
the  villa.  It  was  put  on  die  market 


A ccording  to  English  Heritage, 
/\  there  are  an  estimated  Z600 
archaeological  • • ■ digs  in  Britain, 
ranging  from  small  local  projects,  to . 
large  sites  of  national  importance. 
The- Thatched  Cottage  is  not.  the 
only  house  with  archaeologists  at 
the  bottom  of  the  garden,  but  not  all . 
householders  would  choose  to  opsi 
their  garden  to  researchers;  - 
The  chances  are  you  will  not  be 


forced  to  allow  an  army  of  trowel- 
waving  students  on  to  your  land, 
but  there  may  be  problems  if  you 
decide  you.  want  an  ornamental 
pond,  or  to  put  an  extension  on  the 
- property.  If  English  Heritage 
thought  the  rite  sufficiently  impor- 
tant, you  could  be  refused  planning 
permission. 

In  some  cases,  planning  consent 
is  given  an  condition  that  the 
' archaeologists  are  allowed  in  first 
.hut  the  homeowner  may  be  expect- 
ed to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  dig. 
Once  a rite  has  been  excavated  ana 
the  findings  documented,  the  area 
can.  then  be  back-filled  and  used  for 
; whatever  purpose  the  homeowner 
intends.  This  is  what  is  happening 
on  the  Deptford  rite. 

. However,  new  buildings  some- 
times have'  to  be  buSt  on  piles 
rather  than  conventional  founda- 
tions so  as  to  minimise  the  damage 
to  the  remains  below,  putting  up 
the  cost  of  construction- 
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FRANCE 


PORTUGAL 


SP,  AIN 


LONDON  RENTALS 


fWg  TICKETS  ro  Wodd  Of  Prop-  I 
wry.  DPS  bzqm  ownwi  i 
rmyarnnr  thorn.  0181  547  7088  i 


QUINTA  DO  LAGO 
VALEDOLOBO 
VILA  SOL 

GARVOEJRO  GOLFE 


MMN&TMiMmMUMli 
Bb«P4  ■ baaadfal  craatHna 
«ad  a ammopollan  nr  at  Uta. 
For  flrolti  on  JTO  wnr  wtn* 
coalite*  tatogM.  I*  01296 
, 336  32S  OK.  ta:  00351  82 

34128S  FortngxL 


BRITTANY:  old  conaga  with  19 
hMi «ra»  at  had  L>  boauttfn] 
mdagoartMiudMarMalB 
NoiUms  OSWa 

iBwttad  around  FT  3,000,000. 
Brine  A naan  of  «w  flat,  to 
ta  built  wan  focarod  to  comal 
old  Mem.  Can  Ftanow  33  I 47 
55  77  30  OK  (44}  0171  409 


Plus  Almanril  to  Lagos 
Prime  Property 
International 

81828  778841 


WESTEBH  AtGABVE 

W aero  Nnkteg  plea  with 


FRANCE 


ALGARVE- PORTUGAL 

PLOTS  OF  LAND  FOR 

CONSTRUCTION 

handy  Em  7JNOJBO  (Anna 

nWIMBWTitbiMiiTgw 

OKI  Golf  came. 

LUXURY  VILLAS 

Fnp.  tme 15MJM0  lAtpmx  OSWt 
LUXURY  APARTMENTS 
QepM  roman  m *f**fal  pro 
eaaaoKbaa  price*,  rirona  fan  roly 
b UINW  lAnra  OUU) 


MABBELLA 
Private  Property. 
4bed4baih  taxvilta. 

> imming  pool,  <tWe  garage 
mtasric  wine  ceUarfroom. 
bod  2j000  Sqm  Villa 
400  Sq  m Furnished, 
fantastic  vataefangain. 

lint  aril  qakldr. 
Sthrina  01276  453563 


MU  AS  GOLF 

New  « bedroom  3 batawan  *3b 


I came  fairway.  ExcaSent 


•mm.  3 M%.2ria(  roam  wttfi 
balcony.  riMimwl  whoat 
pooL  MMM  hottdaya  or  into- 
am  Gaud  who  peumhi 
03000-  T«fcQ1424  320411. 


SMNjOMpactts 


HUE  nOCETX  ro  WbddOrProo- 
■rq,  OPS  teapral  oiwMaa 
paopwifT  akaw.  0181  5429088 


TebO 1582  462820 
F«01582  462817 


at  pcopmtaa.  Can  E 
on  01374  743170 


HU— » HOMS  Oatado 
Quit  Corot.  ftinalaaN  awal 
nlnn  PPA  01202  B84460 


CHUMH  CT.  ltraali  »*nr- 
Mated  t Aaa  1 badrortaDy 


NUB  noon  to  Wodd  or  Prop- 


| Ol—  PARK  IntMh 
nlated  liar  uaaj  liila  aad  pwafc. 


OTV  f—W  88.  Sony  I. bad 
W boon,  amp.  nr  88  St- 
£220pw.  TaL  Stock  Faga  SrocJt; 
0171  261  4171 


SWIM  HEMM8TDM  Lux  maw  2 
M 2 tab  W wr  BdN  1375  fro. 


LONDON  RENTALS 


lIH—IWim  RBL  SW7. 1 M Bk 


ITJUBrnSahLolta^l 


ARC  YOU  VMdas.  fanriMT 
Condi  Hwataa  tea  groUtr 
Ou»  and  haw  to  Caaoal 


4000 

SW7.  feaaaiai, 
iwmlOb  Bad 


*T  JOHNS  WOOD  HW&.f^aehwa 


2 BA  ratio  Vat  £S60pw.  HC 
0171  370  4000  


Tartar  pMn^  Bk  H,  want  toe. 
0171  372  11 XU 


VALDERRAMA 


— — Mlu  Igalft 

lM11AfFplnMndw.C2GO 
rar.  OrU«om  488  1468 


FRENCH  PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION 

1ST  & 2ND  NOVEMBER  1997 


MTUUM  lajn  AU  TO  5 JO  PM.  SIMMY  10 JO  AM  TO  rt 

TAUNTON  RACECOURSE,  SOMERSET 

Leaver  MS  at  Junction  25  and  follow  signs  for  Racecomse 

Oifamwd  b>  FPN.  !o  Lmbtro  RajJ.  LsnLa  rnfiOIR 
Ter.  Oifri  W WOO  Vi.4  «4g  urinnr  bwpcSran  frcndvta'TaTinfxvaXD  . 


pcdUgKXB  new  dnchwmctx  m 
tbe  pretty  Laz  Bay  Vtoageuen 

Plat  fooes  from  £40.000  or 
packages  wirii  Aidrimct  designed 
boons  on  plot  fimn  £110400. 

! New  2 bedroom.  2 tadtroora 
iparonentsare  aJjo  available  from 
B5O.000- £100.000. 

M LidwH  liiinftiiru  waitable  ; 

FRHJERICKS  EUROPEAN 
0181 873  1747 


WW7  tax  Isa  2 a 3 bd  2 

btnn  port  pkq.ro  Mb*  CrC3EO 
pw.  Ctry  LataQ171  488  1458 


yiwatoW  pro  liaitefwraf  patf 
nete-dlplauith— Eae.53BUni 
(AMraBMM) 
IteanlMWi^ii 

Td:  01933  440Z99 
SWxr  01933  460958 

4b-  HSFGCnOM 

■.  ~BU.  1 VST  £199 


Arobgarsirt  vfllaona  2/3  acre 
jdoi  set  in  • jpaooifiOM  lacadcn 
wifliin  flip  Q$k  ttccM  finin|  dip 
hirwayof  die  Rider  Cop  golf 
Meero.4bed.3bMb.pgai 

£28*000 

7d2015B2462820 

FHK01582462817 


A OA  Y IN  THE 
COUNTRY 

For  Senior  Rentab 
Managex/Negotiator 


7TMI BOE  E adn.  JH  Mir  tea  tea 
2 ted  2 twill  ft  pkq  gym  von 
YWahrroAtaAlqaTr£360pw. 
QwUtaOlTl  488  1488 


NEW  HOMES 


Oee  knraabBriBd  London  A 
Cooaby  boose  iro—s'  uffioo  In 
Betad  Part:  etta*  a yoow 
adary  pdro  . if  jam  feawe 
apahver  rod  lap  eed  kaowbdB: 
of  CoBd  Lewtak 


1 bad  ftaa  UM  wnb  aody  and 
no.  CUODpcaL  Krona  0171 
886  928*  01  0802  213777 


HMirreD  Poaatated  tea  or  m co 
ram  Pori  oaXb-Stnxtia  la*  Ham 
8W1 V 8W12/ SW17  8 Oapbara 


oumcBBrea  m sw7  ai***  a I 


ilDPHbtBdcoaj. 

■ HC  0171  370  40061 


W1  Luxury  2 bod  2 bath  flu. 
Hndaaf  Am  . ES76pw  Inc. 
0181  441  3003/  0966  43SS74 


.O  1 


TTaiiiiraia  Cnniain ii  aim  unmiraiij  ni lin  in i ill  a Tii|iau ro 
rot  ias  Ansae  of  tew  erotic  tn6o>i.  5iMdtr1  that  dg  headi  6o« 
betaera  UaAdarad  tatafinte,  Acteaebpaitai  is  abroad  k> 
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,BaleaRICS  - UadORab  Monocu 
IPomUGAL  - God  & Couoby  Cfab 
Obbouh  - Uaortax  testes 
! Pikxs  Itvm  £60.000  - Km 


OMHimMC  La— • bod  ata  to 
lac.  to  tansy  flat  Jot  awm 


COUNTRY  RENTALS 


MAJRXNA  raaNTE  ROMANO 
(UK)  T*L  01SJ  754  8496 
(SPAIN)  Tet  + 04  5)  282  3 52 
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FULHAM 


Tat  0171  235  7994 


| dbfe  bed.  2 bah.  Mews  styled 
bee  wilbggc.  OaUericd  ana, 
fft  Et,  wooden  fire 
| tbnx^MOL  Unfarn.  Ideal  for 
woo-  Nrmbe.  No  ageats. 
£SOOpw(jieg). 
01815683523  " 
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One  Britton  Street 


Seeing  is  Believing 


One  Britton  Street,  Britton  Street,  London  EC1  - Located  near  ClerkerrwelJ  Green 
Show  flat  open  for  daily  viewing  lOam-Spm 


High  specification  includes 

• 100%  Newly  built  U.&3  Bed 
Apartment!; 

• Fuffy  Fitted  Kitchens  ind.  a!f  appliances 

• Maple/Beech  wood,  ceramic  and  carpet 
flooring  throughout 

» Built  in  Wardrobes  to  master  bedrooms 

• Fully  independent  Gas  central  heating 

• Video  entry  and  security  alarm  system 

• Secure  underground  perking  available 
for  selected  units 

• 10  Year  NHBC 


SPAEV-ON-sSHOW 


MARBELLA 


u are  mvrted  to  8»  most  sxdusivB  Spanish  FreehoU  Property  Show  ev«r  seen  in  LONDON 
ds  wstiiend  (3  Days).  Senior  representatives  of  Kristina  Szekeiy  trom  the  IngMy  rsspedad 
ARB&lA  estate  agent  group  HEAL  ESTATE  GUZMAN  with  4 offices  m Oils  fatudous  arasL 
Tfaejrwe  ansmrofl  your  qu«sttons  about  the  possibly  of  buying  and  >ving  tntha  most 
address  in  Spain  with  li«wy  propertBs  starting  at  £80,000.  Estabtendfar  over  25 
n,  cSertng  the  very  finest  value  tor  money  proparttes  in  Thfa  ilia  Gatfing  Capital  ot  Etiropa. 

I 3i»«  cannoi  get  toww  due  to  tho  praront  exchange  rale  DEDUCT  20%  OFF  lastywars 

: ss.  3W/5  Day  viewing  trips  can  be  arranged  at  Bn  truly  superb,  pmsentafion. 
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HAMILTON 
TERRACE  NWS 
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0171  370  4000 


W/e  getaway  50mls 
Lcmdon.  2 bed  period 
cottage.  £55Dpcm. 
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OfO  ST  Bot  tew  tax  lq 
tab  HF  ro  cote.  £32t 
UwOtn  488  1468 


TeL*0I621 7884517 
788  273  Fax:788  244 


Tdi  0171 2861220  [ RETIREMENT 

• — * HOMES 


’GROSIWOR  HOUSE  HOTEL* 


THE  EXHIBITION  SUITE  (10am-7pm  all  3 Days) 
PARK  LANE  MAYFAIR  LONDON 
PF  lESTlGE  PROPERTIES  MARBELLA  FREEPHONE  0500  780878 


HOLLAND  PARK  Wtl 
DaigMU  fangmia  qirol  t/c  flat 
Ol  roBWlbca  houwa.  riaapt  X 
onwanirancMdnWEOiinnutel 
OtextlsedUs  bedroom.  T 
■inohViudr.dMiflrfaaB.ranm 
wiMk.  bote.  ABacMte- 
tetHted-walaqulnpadiJiMriy 
dKxmfaL  B miM  Canni  Llm. 

Ex  Retennee  Requhed. 
£300pw  bid  CMhal  HnteQ. 

ta:0t71  7274129 


TIM.  ESHAREUK 


R4nci.ri.ng 

One  (Urt» 

CIM.COO  to  £180,000 


Two  bxdroom  'Cat* 
£275,000  to  £300,000 


Rerzi-rrr-g 

TWO/Thr M b«rosm 
PupIfX  P? 

»n<i  alunninci  E^errlhftUS* 
£450,000  to  £715,000 


Hamptons 

LA  INTERNATIONAL 


0800  0181515 
0171  2o0  0675 


7 Lowt>r  Slome  Street  SIuadc  Svjuvjc 
London  SWlW  S.VII 


i WORTH  DEVON  TIMESHARES  FROM  £695 


North  Devon  Golf&  Country  Club  (EsL  1978) 
End  of  Phase  SeU  Off  - Save  £££  Thousands : 


Dctadx  ri,  InxonoMly  ftmudied  rod  equipped  ScMdaxtim  *iyt  lodges,  fixtitkig  18  Ink  Pw7l  GotT  Cmnc  {plcoc  tiy  ■FVEX  lI  bob  kwm!  uiib  wy 
confix  oat beck  xni}3&  tolTawtiCBO^  tafaSmriiaimtigpQtd.  San  Saktkau.  MntpMj  bfah  my  fax  ral  far  d»y  fRGE).  (bB 
ue  m wker  table.  Gob  How  A Remm'  rad  even  mane  on  Ok  vn. 


- BUY  INC  Ci  THE  UJL  AND  ESFEOAU.Y  DEVON  GIVES  YOU  ONE  OF  THE  HB3HE5T  POSSIBLE  TRADING  POWERS  IN  THB 
DOT  RNA710.VAL  EXCHANGE  NETWORK  {SOURCE  RCLf  CJYTSC  THE  BEST  ACCESS  TO  OVBt  30 09  RESORTS  WORLDWIDE 

* EKQ  4ANGE  FROM  A SECURE  BASE  TO  ALL  YOUR  DREAM  HOLIDAYS 

• YOU  CAN  SEE  WHAT  YOU'RE  BUYING  fa  AND  KEEP  AN  EYE  ON  IT 

" ITS  SAFE  - UJL  CONSUMER  LAW  (RECENTLY  TOUGHENED  TO  DtSCOURAfiB  HIGH  PRESSURE  SELLING),  APPLES  TD  All,  SALES 
'ANY  PAYMENTS  GO  tXRECTUT  ID  THE  TRUSTEE  ■ WHICH  IS> 

-FDB  T NATIONAL  TRUSTEE  COMPANY  LTD  - THE  WORLDS  LARGEST  T&IEKHAKE  TRUST  COMPANY  WITH  225  RESORTS  IN  TRtBT- 
SAFI  GUARDING  THE  TWESBARE  R1GB1S  W OVER  3S0JDD0  T1MESHA8E  CWWRS  - APPROSIMAIELY  U BHUON-WOnH  OP 
UMI  iSHARE  ASSETS  W TRUST.  . 


I 


KJR  A FULL  PRKX  LIST.  DteSCTKWS  ON  HOW  TO  RND  US 
OR  ANY  OTTffiRtNFCffiMA'nON  YOU  MAY  REQUIRE. 
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TIME5HARE 

COUNCIL 
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LONDON  PROPERTY 


RUSSELL 
SIMPSON 

EMBANKMENT  GARDENS,  SW3 


An  with  rttTfvicw^  ideals 

~ « for  a ftmirnc  buyer.  Drawing  toonu 

.HKtaVbnaRtew*^  Badnoomj  Lift 

C2S.000  GTC 


C®iWSON  PLACE,  W2 


OOMeqft  over  fan, 

I^A^arodltoBomiaigcarftiornttqfar  be*, 
fi*  babE^Kdoate  Kitfbiwitrmj 


Ffaddd 


■frice  on  AppUcation 

0i71  225  0277 
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A shortage  of  good  houses  for  sale  in  FUlham,  west  London,  fuel  Fed 
price  gains  of  up  to  20  pet  cent  in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  With  more 
property  on  the  market,  City  buyers  are  no  longer  prepared  n>  pay  over 
the  odds  to  secure  the  right  house  and  prices  have  stabilised.  The 
smartest  address  on  the  Peterborough  estate  will  set  you  back  up  to 
£900,000  for  a five-bedroom  Victorian  terraced  house.  Around 
Hurflngham  and  Bchops  Bark,  large  semi-detached  Edwardian  houses 
fetch  from  £500,000 to  £3-25  minion. 

Hot  spots  In  Suffolk  indude  the  river  Stour  valley-constable  country 
around  East  Bergholt,  Kjgham  and  Dedham,  just  over  the  bonier  in 
Essex.  Timber-framed  medieval  houses  with  up  to  six  bedrooms  from 
£300,000  to  £500,000  are  selling  fast  to  London  buyers  who 
commute  tram  Colchester  to  Liverpool  Street  in  50  minutes.  Georgian 
country  houses  with  up  to  l£n  acres  cost  from  £500.000  to  £1  million 
following  price  increases  of  up  to  20  per  cent  this  year,  according  to 
estate  agent  Sevilla. 

There  is  a distinct  lack  of  froth  on  the  property  market  in  Cheshire. 
However,  period  country  houses  m Manchester’s  former  stockbroker 
belt,  around  Alderfey  Edge.  Knutsford  and  Preslbury.  costing  from 
£600.000  to  1125  million,  continue  to  attract  successful  business 
people  and  prices  have  risen  10  per  cent  this  year.  In  the  Peckforton 
HIUs.  around  Tarporiey,  a six-bedroom  country  house  in  10  acres  can 
be  Still  had  from  £450.000,  says  Strutt  & Parker. 


Mi  s'i  3** 


i\ 


It 


**:.-*Wt*Zi 


Mere  Hall,  a quintessenti  ally  English  country  house  dating  from  the  16th  ccnlmy.is  in  SS  acres  and  has  five  reception 


ion  rooms,  six  principal  bedrooms  and  an  asking  price  of  EIJ  million 

NEWSTEAM 
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Mere  Hall,  setting  for  Shadowlands 
and  inspiration  for  Grey.  Gables 
in  The  Archers,  is  for  sale 
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The  wardrobes  are  not 
for  sale.  And  on  my  . 
visit  to  Mere  Hall  1 
did  not,  in  fact.  orawl 
inside  one  to  see  If  I mightfind 
myself  swept  behind  the  coats 
into  a mysterious  wood  lit  by  a 
solitary  lamppost  I suppose  it 
would  have  been  doubtful:  the  * 
hall's  connection  fo'-Hariria  is 
nor  exactly  direct  — four  years 
ago  die  film  crew  of  Shadow- 
lands  swept,  down  oh  it  for  a 
day  and  Anthony  Hopkins 
strode  down  the  drive  imper- 
sonating CS.  Lewis..  But  the 
hall  is  rather  a magical  place, 
nonetheless. 

It  is  litfle  wonder  that  Sir 
Richard  Attenborough  chose' 
the  house  as  the  epitome  of  an 
English-  exterior/  Driving 
through  the  suburbs  of  Britain 
one  sees  enough  plumb- 
straight  modern  “half-timber-: 
ing"  to  pur  you  off  the  look  for 
life,  but  Mere  Half,  near 
Droitwich  in  Worcestershire; 
is  listed  Grade  I and  is  one  of 
the  finest  houses  of  its  kind  in 
the  country;  It  is  a reminder  of 
the  eccentric  : beauty  of  this  • 
quintessentialiy  English  style: 

You  can;  see  the  house  as 
soon  as  you  turn  dawn  the 
drive;  once  its  face  was  ob- 
scured by  a.  stand  of  elms,  but 
Dutch  elm  disease  killed  them 
off  and  now  limes  and  poplars 
are  slowly  growing  to  replace 
them.  The  house  is  striking, 
black  and  white  against -the 
green  of  the  Worcestershire  . 


main  rooms  of  the  house  are  in 
such  good  shape  is  probably 
due  to  this  continuity,  though 
when  the  Stearns  bought  it  foe 
house  had  fallen  into  disrepair 
and  needed  restoration. 


Edward  and  Anita 
Steam  have  twin 
daughters  who  have- 
grown  and  gone, 
which  is  why  they  are  selling 
the  house.  The  guide  price  of 
£15  million  indudes  the  house 
— with  its  five  reception 
rooms,  six  principal  bed- 
rooms, a separate  wing  with 
three  more  bedrooms  and  a 
maze  of  attic  rooms  — and  85 
acres  of  land,  much  of  it 
woodland;  phis. tennis  courts, 
a pool,  stabling  and  formal 
gardens,  with  the  lake  that 
gives  the  house  its  name. 
There  is  potential  for  planning 
permission  to  build  a lodge. 

Despite  its  size  it  feels  a 
liveable  house:  the  bedrooms, 
with  their  Georgian  panelling, 
are  comfortable  rather  than 
grand.  The  kitchen /breakfast 
room  — where  sections  of  foe 
old  wattle-and-daub  walling 
have  been  exposed  and  cov- 
ered with  glass  — is  heated  by 
an  enormous  red  Aga,  and  is 
the  kind  of  room  you  never 
want  to  leave.  Hooks  for 
hanging  hams  protrude  from 
the  exposed  toms.  Nothing 


Anthony  Hopkins  and  Debra  Winger  in  Shadowlands,  shot  at  Mere  Hall 


countryside.  Its  interior,  too, 
has  a -film-set  quality,  but  no 
set  designer  had  laid  a band 
on  foe  dark  Elizabethan  panel- 
ling that,  lines  many  of  the 
ground-floor  rooms. 

When  we  arrived,  there  was 
no  one  at  first,  to  meet  us:  but 
the  great  wooden  front  door 
was  open,  and  inside  there  was 
afire  blaring  in  the  hearth  and  ' 
plate  of  biscuits  set  out  on  the. 
table.  A deer’s  head,  mounted 
on  foe- -panelling  above  the 
fireplace,  cast  a baleful  eye  on 
us  — but  not  so  malevolent, 
perhaps,  as  those  of  the  fine 
dragons  carved  into  the  wood. 


This  fire  surround  is  one  of 
several  on  foe  ground:  the  best 
is  in  the  dining  room,  a volup- 
tuous concoction  decorated 
with  winding  vines  and  bare: 
breasted  caryatids;  in  the  sit- 
ting room,  mythical  Green 
Men  peer  out  at  foe  visitor. 


Until  a few  years  ago, 
many  of  the  visitors 
were  Archers  fans, 
because  the  Grey 
Gables  country  hearse  hotel 
was  modelled  on  Mere  HalL 
That  foe  house  has  so  many 
original  features  is  in  part 
because  it  remained  in  foe 


same  family  for  more  than  600 
years.  The  present  owners,  foe 
Steams,  have  loved  and  cared 
for  it  for  16  years,  and  are  only 
foe  third  owners.  From  its 
earliest  incarnation  in  1537  (a 
beam  with  this  date  carved 
into  it  can  just  be  made  out 
over  the  front  door,  but  may 
have  been  added  at  a later  date 
since  the  house's  face  is  dearly 
16fo  century)  it  belonged  to  foe 
Bearcrofts.  who  built  it  and 
owned  all  foe  land  around.  A 
portrait  of  foe  last  Colonel 
Bearcroft  hangs  in  foe  hall:  the 
Jack  Russell  at  his  feet  is 
buried  in  the  garden.  That  the 


makes  quite  a straight  line. 
At  the  top  of  the  hou< 


At  the  top  of  the  house, 
where  foe  attic  rooms  create 


FAMOUS  TIMBERS 


TERESA  GORMAN, 

Conservative  MP  for 
Bifiericay,  lives  in  -a 
Grade  II  listed  part- 
Tudor  farmhouse, 
fright)  in  Orsett.  Essex. 
The  semi-derefict  lStfr- 
century  house  was' 
bought  for  £17CLOOO, 
and  more  than 
£!30j000  has  ..been 
spent  on  the  property. 


MARKET 

COMMENT 


RUFFORD  Old  Hall, 
Rufford,  Lancashire 
(left),  a half-timbered 
.manor  house  built  in 
1420,  was  bequeathed 
■ by  the  First  Baron 
• Hesketh  to  foe  Nat-, 
ional  Trust  in  1936. 
Today. only  foe  main 
' hall  survives  in  its 
original  form  but  it  is 
grid  that  Shakespeare 
once  performed  there. 


WILL  CARLING,  the 


captain,  lives  with 
partner.  All  Codkayne 
and  her  son  in  a tim- 
berframed, cottage1 
style  country  house 
(right)  in.  . Donuy. 
Buckinghamshire. 
The  property,  valued 
at  £500,000.:  has  five 
bedrooms  andra  Large 


THE  WEST  MIDLANDS 
market  is  a broad  regional 
one.  stretching  from  Worces- 
ter and  the  M5  to  Stratford- 
upon-Avon  and  the  M40  in  the 
east  and  from  foe  M42  south 
towards  the  Cotswolds. 

. But  foe  dominant  players 
here  are  the  indigenous  popu- 
lation and  Birmingham-based 
business  people;  foe  area  has 
enjoyed  strong  economic 
growth  recently,  attracting  a 
flow  of  professionals  relocat- 
ing from  the  South  East  With 
" rail  journeys  from  London  to 
Worcester  taking  between 
force  arid  four  hours,  the  area 
remains  largely  beyond,  the 
pale  for  London  commuters 
and  the  Cotswold/GIoucester- 
shire  weekend-cottage  brigade 
(though  proximity  to  foe  Cots- 
wold  line  linking  Paddington 
to  Worcester  fold  Hereford  is 
. an  undoubted  attraction  for 
buyers). 

- As  a consequence,  it  has  not 
seen  foe  development  of  foe 
“HoneypoT  villages  . (Broad- 
way. BourtoiHjn-foe-Water, 
•the  Slaughters)  that  pull  such 
crowds  of  hopeful  purchasers 
and  Tourists  in  theCqtswolds, 
and  this  makes  for-  a price1 
differential  of  about  15  per 
cent,  says  Kevin  Mason  of  foe 
estate  agents  Knight  Frank. 
But  he  adds  that  an  increasing 
.number  of  buyers  with  more 


flexible  working  arrange- 
ments. able  to  spend  longer 
out  of  the  South  East  or  work 
from  home,  are  being  seduced 
by  the  relative  value  for  money 
they  can  find  in  the  area. 

Lower  prices  apply  across 
foe  board:  Peter  Britton  of 
Jackson-Stops  & Staff  believes 
that  Mere  Hall  (see  above),  on 
foe  market  at  E15  million, 
would  have  seen  a guide  price 
of  £2  million-plus  if  it  had 
been  in  Gloucestershire,  at- 
tracting a wider  wealthy  con- 
tingent from  London  and  foe 
Home  Counties.  Given  foe 
West  Midlands  location,  how- 
ever, he  believes  that  interest 
in  a-Grade  I property  like  this 
is  likely  to  come  either  from 
the  well-heeled  burghers  of. 
Birmingham  or  from  special- 
ist purchasers  around  the 
country  who  are  on  foe  hunt 
for  a gem. 

Further  down  foe  scale,  a 


mid-range  country  house  with 
five  to  seven  bedrooms  and 
two  to  15  acres  of  land  will  sell 
in  foe  West  Midlands  for 
£300,000  to  £600.000.  A three- 
bedroom  cottage  with  a pretty 
garden  (prime  weekending 
material),  in  a popular  spot 
such  as  Feckenham.  Ink- 
berrow.  Himbleron  or  foe  area 
around  Chaddesley  Corbett 
could  be  picked  up  for 
£150.000 10  £210,000. 

But  agents  emphasise  that 
the  regional  market,  while 
. strong,  is  not  speculative: 
there  is  keen  interest  in 
quality,  well-maintained  prop- 
erties, bur  not  at  any  price. 
Nor  is  there  much  sign  of  a 
renovation  renaissance:  to- 
day's buyers  would  rather  pay 
well  for  mod  cons  and  every- 
thing in  full  working  order 
than  rebuild  a ruined  bargain. 


Faith  Glasgow 


brakes 


This  imaginatively  transformed  four- bedroom  Victorian  terraced  house 
in  Rtimboid  Road.  Fulham,  west  London-once  the  home  of  actor 
Kenneth  Moore  and  still  owned  by  his  widow  Angela  Douglas  and  Bill 
Bryden-is  for  sale  at  £750,000.  It  has  a 50ft  walled  garden  and  two 
garages  (Savills.  0171 591 5725). 
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Above:  details  from  the 
hall's  decoration 


Left  the  panelled  dining 
room  also  has  a superb 
carved  fire  surround. 


foe  illusion  of  an  Elizabethan 
"long  gallery”  when  viewed 
from  the  outside  (Nikolaus 
Pevsner  thought  this  a very 
clever  trick),  there  is  a warren 
of  storage  rooms,  some  too  low 
to  stand  up  in. 

Upstairs,  too,  is  the  mecha- 
nism for  the  striking  dock 
built  by  John  Moore  and  Sons 
of  Clerkenwell  in  the  19th 
century  which  still  chimes  foe 
hour  from  a cupola  above  the 
front  door.  Ticking  gently  for 
more  than  a century  in  a 1 ow- 
edLLnged  room  scented  with 
plaster  and  wood,  foe  beauti- 
ful clock,  as  much  as  anything 
in  the  house,  seems  a link  to  a 
vanished  and  shadowy  past 


In  Cheshire,  £750,000  will  buy  Whatcraft  Hall,  a five- bedroom 
Grade  II*  listed  Georgian  house  in  13  acres  of  garden  and  paddocks, 
In  an  attractive  rural  location,  bordering  the  Trent  and  Mersey  Canal, 
near  Northwlch.  24  miles  from  Manchester  (Strutt  & Parker.  01244 
320747). 


Erica  Wagner 


• Agents:  Jackson-Siops  and  Siaff 
(01386 840224)  and  Quflnmtls 
(0121-3549229). 


For  the  same  price  you  could  buy  Preston  Hall,  a six-bedroom  Grade  II 
listed  Elizabethan  manor  house  in  11  acres  of  walled  gardens  and 
paddocks,  overlooking  undulating  countryside,  near  Lavenham, 
Suffolk.  It  comes  with  stabling,  tack  room,  bam/ga  raging,  heated 
swimming  pool  and  summerhouse  (Savills,  01473  226191). 

CHERYL TAYLOR 


EXCLUSIVE  BOOK  OFFER 


THE  TIMES 


Peter  Brookes’  Nature  Notes 
for  just  £10  including  p&p 


In  1996,  Political  Cartoonist  of  the  Year  Pfeter 
Brookes  launched  a series  of  cartoons  in  The 


Times  cm  Saturdays  called  Nature  Notes  - bril- 
liantly executed  drawings  of  both  domes  lie  MPs 
and  mlemarional  leaders  as  members  of  a wand 
and  wonderful  world.  A menagerie  in  a veg- 
etable patch,  the  world  of  Nature  Notes  is  a 
place  where  the  great  and  die  good  can  and  do 
become  foe  small  and  the  tony:  Boris  Yeltsin  as 
a Muscovy  (lame)  duck;  lan  Paisley  as  an 
Orange-man  (’Devours  all  greenery*);  and 
Baroness  Thatcher  as  a rabid  da  bat  (its  venom 
is  of  European  origin,  and  any  bite  can  prove 
gravely  injurious  to  grey-haired,  bespectacled 
gentlemen).  Anything  is  possible  - John  Prescott 
can  even  become  a Great  TiL 


Nature  Notes  brings  together  more  than  50  of 
the  first  Nature  Notes  ancons  io  appear  in  The 
Times.  Covering  Ihe  period  from  February  19%  to 
June  1997.  just  after  Labour's  historic  landslide  vie- 
[ary  in  the  General  Election,  each  cartoon  lakes  as 
its  foeme  a news  story  of  the  rime  _ among  them 
Tory  splits,  sleaze  and  Euro-bickering;  Labour’s 
path  to  power.  BSE  Budgets  and  Britannia,  as 
well  as  crime  and  royalty. 

Both  a revealing  commentary  on  Ihe  dog-days 
of  Tory  Britain  and  a hilarious  succession  of 
merciless  character  studies,  Nature  Notes  is 
essentia]  reading  for  the  politically  informed. 

Readers  can  get  a copy  of  Nature  Notes  lor 
£10.  including  postage  and  packaging,  plus  an 
inserted  bookplate  signed  by  peter  Brookes. 


The  Times  Nature  Notes  Book  Offer 


Ptewe  sana  me  __  _ coats  ot  Nature  Notes  oy  fieter 

Brookes  si  EtO  each.  Price  todutfes  postage  anti  pecking.  I 
enclose  a choque/possd  ordeita)  made  po^etfe  to:  The  rimes 
OBhtPTBM 


Value No.  

Aaamnrito  nmo  mdaddmeon  bock  of  al  Shaqra. 


Sen)  coupon  and  romtaancs  to  THE  71HES  BOOK  OFFER 
FT6a9.POBQx343.FafcTWih.Tnsi  2YX, 

Atok  2&<£qs  ta»  rfehwy  from  roex**  ot  order.  Oiler  aondjle 

tothoUKa&Donly.NewtWefnaxraicainabehsklie^KJn- 

e**>  tor  iwumad  goods  ba  in  nans*.  No  etama  lor  torn  titran- 
at  can  be  made  rfw  60  days.  IT  (fengtafed  pfease  rami  goods 
w*Wn  sawn  days  lernM  refund. 

You  may  be  sant  further  Information  on  offers  am  semcaa 

wf*brneybootawresJtDyou.llyou<ionoivKhto  |“H 

paradpotepteaso  uck  tax.  l_J 
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®^*ne  owners  treat  miniatures  like  dogs,  says  die  RSPCA 

‘It’s  not  a 
glorified 
lawnmower’ 

Like  a beautiful  race-  Miniature  horses 

horse  seen  through . 

JJtaSS?  Zdr  ol-l  feared  some  peopl 


A VET  WRITES 


Like  a beautiful  race- 
horse seen  through 
the  wrong  end  of  a 
telescope"  or  “a 
stocky  table  with  a leg  on  each 
comer".  “So  cute  they  make 
you  go  weak  at  the  knees"  or 
“an  abomination  — a horse 
reduced  to  the  size  of  a 
labrador". 

Miniature  horses,  bred  over 
the  years  to  be  small,  cute  and 
petite,  polarise  opinion  in  the 
world  of  horse-lovers. 

But  one  rhing  is  certain  — 
little  horses  are  big  business. 
The  smaller  they  come,  the 
bigger  the  price,  to  be  classed 
as  miniature,  the)’  have  to  be 
34in  high  or  less,  and  they 
don't  come  any  tinier  than  at 
the  toy  horse  stud  run  by  Tikki 
Adorian.  who  is  staging  the 
biggest  British  auction  of  min- 
iatures today. 

Mrs  Adorian  is  chairman  of 
the  British  Miniature  Horse 
Society,  which  she  founded  in 
1992  with  one  member.  Now 
the  BMHS  has  1.500  horses  on 
its  books.  She  has  bred,  and 
still  owns,  the  tiniest  horse  in 
the  world:  toyhorse  Countess 
N'atushka.  27in  high  and 
known  as  Tushie. 

Today,  hundreds  of  people 
are  expected  to  see  Tushie  and 
other  miniatures  at  her  stud 
farm  at  Howiek.  near 
Billingshurst.  West  Sussex, 
and  somewill  be  prepared  to 
pay  from  £250  to  several 
thousand  pounds  to  owe  one. 
However,  anybody  w anting  to 


Miniature  horses  may  be  cute,  but  it’s 
feared  some  people  want  them  for  the 
wrong  reasons,  says  Jack  Crossley 


tempt  Mrs  Adorian  to  part 
with  Tushie  would  have  pay 
about  E1CUKX). 

Lin  Whiiehouse,  from  Es- 
sex. is  prepared  to  spend 
£3,000.  “I  bought  two  toy 
horses  six  years  ago,  thinking 
they  would  be  run  — and 
useful  to  mow  die  lawn,"  she 
says.  “Bur  owning  miniature 
horses  turned  out  to  be  conta- 
gious and  now  I cant  wait  to 
get  to  the  aucrion  again." 

As  well  as  being  “cute"  and 
“a  lovely  mover",  a good- 
quality  miniature  Shetland 
will  have  a short,  strong  back 
and  powerful  liind  legs  and 
hocks  (knees  — where  the 
propulsion  comes  from).  But 
there  are  those  who  fear  that 
the  fashion  for  breeding  "fine" 


IF  VO  Li  intend  to  buy  a 
miniature  it  is  worth' 
considering  the  advice  in 
the  guidelines  for  first-time 
buyers,  printed  in  the 
Toyhorse  auction  catalogue: 

■ Miniatures  should  be 
treated  exactly  the  same  as 
other  equines. 

■ They  need  ample 
nourishment  from 
grassland  between  April 


miniatures  might  be  going  too 
far.  sacrificing  strength  for 
beauty.  When  Mrs  Adorian‘5 
30in  Count  Cappuccino 
became  this  year’s  supreme 
champion,  judge  Anthony 
Thomas  Chambers  told  me:  “I 
was  looking  for  beauty  and 
strength.  perhaps  50-50. 
Breeders  who  go  for  fineness 
often  reduce  strength." 

Mr  Chambers's  concern  is 
echoed  by  the  RSPCA,  which 
is  worried  that  breeding  from 
a small  gene  pool  may  cause 
generic  disorders. 

“Some  people  wish  to  obtain 
miniature  horses  because  they 
can  have  them  in  tile  house  or 
the  car  and  treat  them  in  a 
manner  more  appropriate  for 
a dog."  says  Mr  Chambers. 


FACT  FILE 


and  November.  When 
stabled,  feed  them  on 
quality  hay.  coarse 
horse-mix  or  a mixture  of 
soaked  sugar  beet  and 
crushed  oats  in  very  small 
amounts  — l-3lb  per  feed 
depending  on  age  and  size. 
Parasite  control  is 


**4  fcjj^ 


“There  is  a also  greater  risk 
of  generic  disorders  resulting 
from  breeding  from  a smaller 
gene  pool.  The  relationship  a 
person  will  have  with  a minia- 
ture horse  is  likely  to  be 
different  from  that  normally 
established  between  owners 


recommended  every 
eight  weeks  and  hooves 
need  regular  paring. 

■ At  Howiek.  weanlings 
are  generally  stabled  at 
night  but  nearly  all  other 
stock  is  wintered  in 
sheltered  pastures. 

■ Should  a young  colt 
become  rather  a handfuL  it 
may  well  benefit  from 
being  gelded. 


and  horses  because  of  their 
size,  and  the  RSPCA  believes 
that  this  may  lead  to  welfare 
problems  for  the  animals." 

Lucy  Wykeham,  from  the 
International  League  for  the 
Protection  of  Horses,  says:  “I 
think  you  run  into  congenita] 
problems  if  you  are  miniatur- 
ising something  all  the  time. 
Some  miniatures  being  bred 
now  are  about  the  size  of  a 
labrador  and  it  is  getting 
ridiculous. 

“The  ILPH  asks  people  not 
to  buy  miniatures  as  pets. 
Many  are  bred  for  showing, 
and  perhaps  that  is  where 
their  future  lies  — but  not  as  a 
glorified  lawnmower.  Any 
horse  is  a commitment  — fees 
can  add  up  to  £1,500  a year." 

But  Mrs  Adorian  says  the 


AboveTUdd 
Adorian  with 
her  prize 
miniature. 
Unlike  die 
RSPCA.  she 
says  toy  horses 
can  be  ridden 
and  used  to  . 
pull  carriages 


Left  Rebecca 
Lewis,  6,  puts 
her  horse. 
Lewxngale 

Peanut’s 
Yearling, 
through  its 
paces 


costs  are  different  for  every 
owner:  “£1300  a year  is  non- 
sense; , £300  is  nearer  the 
mark."  she  says. 

“As  for  concerns  about  ge- 
netic disorders,  that’s  scare-, 
mongering. . We  have  a 24- 
hour  helpline  and  people  may 
ring  us  up  with  any  problem. 
None  has  been  linked . to 
genetic  disorders." 

Should  children  ride  than? 
Never,  say  some.  Only  child- 
ren below  four  same,  say 
others.  A strong,  fit  miniature 
will  enjoy  carrying  up  to  seven 
stone,  says  Mrs  Adorian. 
Should  they  pull  people  in 
carriages?  Not  desirable,  say 
some.  Again.  Mrs  Adorian 
disagrees  — and  is  holding  a 
two-day  driving  school  on 
November  II  and  18. 


[7^1  Guy  Fawkes  is  almost 
ISSfcJ  upon  us  and.  Eke  thou- 
sands of  pet  ownecs;  1 have  to 
look  forward  to  a fraught 
week — or  more.  My  two  cats 
retire  to  one  of  the  bedrooms 
when  the  bangers  start  but 
Bessie,  my  Cocker  spaniel.  Is 
terrified.  She  cowers  under- 
neath the  settee,  trembles  and 
. cannot  settle.-  My  vet  says  he 
can  give  me  tranquillisers  for 
her  if  I insist  but  doesn't 
think  this  solves  anything- 
What  should  I do? 

alt  isn’t  - reasonable  to 
keep  Bessie  tranquillked 
for  a week,  and  tranquillisers 
cant  be  switched  on  and  off  as 
and  when  die  bangers  stop  ■ 

and  start  Close  the  curtains  at 

dusk.  Switch  the  radio  or  TV 

on  to  high  volume  to  provide  a 

counter-noise.'  Give  Bessie  a 
bigger  supper  than  normal.  A 
foil  stomach  is  a wonderful 
sedative.  Keep  calm  yourself 
— dope  respond  to  jheir  own- 
er's reactions.  When  she  goes 
out  just  before  bedtime,  keep 
her  on  the  lead  and  make  sure, 
her  coliar  is  tight  enough  — 
dogs -slip  out  of  loose  collars. 
And  tell  Bessie  she’s  a disgrace 
to.gundogs.  Bangs  from  gun- 
shots are  part  of  their  fives. 
Excitement  is  acceptable,  but 
terror— never, 

J7T] . My  cat  Sooty  keeps 
l2su  getting  tapeworms  al- 
though I worm  her  every 
three  months.  The  v«  .says 
she  will  Ifecp  getting worms 
so  long  as  she  has  fleas.  I ' 
don't  understand  the  con- 
nection. 

[jT]  The  common  tapeworm 
l-FV  j of  cats,  Oipylidium , has 
atwo-stagelifecyde.The  adult 
worms  five  in  cats  ' but  the 
juvenile  form  is  a cyst  within  a 
flea.  The  mdon-seed-shaped 
wriggly  segments  you  see 
around  Sookys  Tear  aid  are 


Smudge  wants  security 


ripe -segments,  full-  of  eggs, 
detached  from  the-fcutof  ufe 
tapeworm.  They' dry  up,  the 
. eggs  .are  shed,  and  when  a fie& 
eats  an  egg,  a tapeworm  cyst,  j, 
develops  m the  flea;  Then  v- 
Sooky-  swallows  this  infected 
flea  and  the  next  generation  of 
Dipylidium  grows  in- her  in- 
testine; Which  -is  why  flea 
control  is  essential.  ■ 

A different  tapeworm  infects 
hunting  cats  — one  of  the 
Taenia  spedes.  The  cyst  stage 
occurs  in  a shrew  or  vole 
which  has  swallowed . tape- 
worm eggs  passed,  by  a cat 
When  this  infected  shrew  is 
caught  and  eaten  by  the  cat,  a 
Teania  tapeworm  develops. 

Canyon  with  the  wonning, 
but  reraemberthat  tapeworms 
don’t  cause  iD-health  in  cats. 

•17^]  WhaTs  the  best  bedding 
lS<ti  for  a tortoise  hiberna- 
tion box?  Last  year  we  used 
hay  for  Speedy,  our  spur- 
thighed  tortoise;  and  he  [ 
woke, ' fit  as  a ''fiddle,  last 
sparing.  But  I’ve  been  told  that 
hay  can  be  dangerous.  Is  this 
true— and  if  so*  why? 

BHay  and  damp  straw 
may  develop  mould  fun- 
gi of  the  Aspergillus,  group, 
which  can  cause  respiratory 
infections  in.  tortoises  , as  well 
as  in  man,  cattle  and  buds. 

Less  “natural"  materials,  such 
as  shredded  paper,  polysty- 
rene granules  or. wood  wool, 
are- much  safer.  A couple  of 
ceiling  tiles  beneath  Speedy's 
box  will  stop  the  cold  striking 
from  below  arid  you  should  try 
to  keep  his  winter  quarters  a 
few  degrees  above  freezing  but  - 

below.  9C.  € 

■James  allcock. 

• Write  to  The  Times  Vet. 

Weekend.  The Times, . 

1 Pennington  Street.  London  El  ' 

OXN.  Advice  is  offered  without 
legal  responsibility. 


ADOPT  ME 


SMUDGE  is  an  i8-morith- 
Old  black-dnd-tan  mongrel 
who  needs  a new  start  in 
life.  He  is  friendly  and 
-housetrained  but  lacks  con- 
fidence. He  needs  a patient 
owner,  in  a home  where  he 
; would  not  be  left  alone  for 
too  long.  He  gets  .on  well: 
with  other  dogs  and  cats.,- . 
T If  you  would  like  to  adopt 
Smudge,  contact  Wood 
Green  . Animal  Shelter 
(01480  830014)  and  quote 
reference  JCD94777.  . 'r'\ 


TEL: 

0171  680  6122 


ANIMALS  & ACCESSORIES 


FAX: 

0171  782  7799 


THE  GCCF- 

WE  KNOW  AU.  ABOUT  PEDWREE  CATS  AND  KITTENS 

Hvou  are  thinking  of  buyfrig  a Moan  Why  not  conridor  » pedigree? 

AS  Mttona  stolid  be  12-13  weeks  at  age  and  fcjDy(Z  p»)  (nocUated  against  cat  flu  end  Mne 
peritonitis  before  they  tom  their  broader.  Chrtatmao  Is  not  a good  time  to  settle  • young  kitten  in  Id 
a new  home  so  do  rwt  cause  your  now  petal  the  otreoa  of  the  holiday  In  untemOarsurreundbtgB, 

wait  a Now  Y bst. 

t!  you  want  to  buy  a pedigree  WtWn.  ptaase  contact  the  GCCF  - 
Tan  01 287  427  575 

or  sand  any  query  by  peat  to:  GCCF  4*  Penal  Oritou,  Bridgewater, TAfi  3FG. 

Free  wettore  leaflets  about  Muons  available. 


CHARITIES 


YOU  nan  too  easily  find  half  crippled, 
malnourished  working  animals  in  the 
East  today.  Every  week  we  give  free 
treatment  to  thousands  of  suffering  horses 
anri  donkeys  and  save  many  more  from 
years  of  cruel  labour. 

For  £26  we  can  provide  up  to  5 days  of 
Ufe-saving  hospital  care.  Just  &&  will 
enable  us  to  give  an  all-important 
preventive  treatment,  we  know  how  to  get 
the  best  value  from  every  penny. 

Please  help.  Send  what  you  can  by 
cheque  or  credit  card  to: 

Richard  Seartght,  Brooke  Hospital  for 
Animals.  Dept.0T07  Broadmead  House.  SI 
Panton  Street.  London  SW1Y  4DR. 

Or  call  us  on  0171  930  0210. 

j to  help  care  for  sick  bmses  and  donkeys. 

I enclose  a gift  of: or  oetei  tqr  tox&vm 

i . , «■— «-■  1 — 1 — J— 1 ■ 3 

"-S’ 1 SSi  3Y  fflSrcllKA  KUM  -i™ 

SIMSES  bsts:vb  r**  — 
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LET  YOUR  CAT  ENJOY  LIFE 
THE  NATURAL  WAY 

Canac  Cataerobic  Centres  offer  domestic  cats  the  chance 
to  climb,  scratch  and  sleep  off  the  ground  as  they  would  in 
nature.  The  perfect  way  to  keep  them  happy  and  also  safe, 
as  these  centres  are  of  the  highest  quality. 


• ZAMBEZI 

£169.99 
Floor  to  ceiling 
model  featuring  a 
...  mold  entry 

" ' ; penthouse,  a 

hammock  and  a 

■ ' ■ tunneL  The  penthouse 

>h.  has  a floor  opening 
--fr-  for  easy  access. 

Definate  top  of  the 
range  for  die 

/-j.  . upwardly  mobile  caL 

H Adjusts  from  228  m 
l.n  J <0  234 in. 
m Cat  house 

diameter  510  mm; 
Height  2.55  mm; 
Weight  25.5  Kg 

. - — NAKURU 

. £13959 

w v - - Built  around  n multi 
JS.  fc_v-  entry  bouse.  Large 
~T  A base  gives  stability 

. ..  V and  tbere  are  lots  of 

- . aspects  to  entertain 

and  amuse  cats.  Ideal 
for  multi  cat 
household. 

■ • L’  Base  510  mm  x 

510  mm; 

Height  1.66m; 

Weight  20.85  Kg.  r 


ACCESSORIES 

Dirt  Trapper  Door  Mats 

At  last  • as  saan  at  Crufts  and  Shorn  ? 
nationwldo  - Um  doer  mat  that  raaOy 

uroftel  No  more  muddy  footprints  or  : / 

pawmarits  on  your  noarfy  deanad  floors 

and  carpstsl  JT >»  .f  7—f 

Otnlopper  Doer  Mats  flop  (fctaJ  the  door  ol  home  AvV 

or  car  absortwrt  cotton  pie  removing  *el  dry. 

even  greasy  drt  from  shoes  and  paws.  They  haw  ' 1 

nan-sip  latex  hacking  and  are  fufly  machine-  91 0T  •*  '.1 
washtUe  * 40  C.  . ' 

AvaBafate  In  savm  odours  and  3 a ton; 

Blue,  Green/Back,  Btack/Whrta,  Fawn,  Dark  Gray,  Seel  Brawn.  Btvk^rawn 
•60cm  X 50cm  El  6-95  •80cm  x 100cm  E3Z95  •80cm  X 150cm  £46S5 

mez*  PhJS  £2.95  p&p  par  mat  Credit  cards  accepted 

twn  Dept  TT  Ttrte  IM  Co,  92a  Kings  Road,  Kingston,  Surry,  KT2  5HT. 

BB  JH  & °L  InJRTl£  Tet  0181-296  0366  Fmc  0181-296  0360  90S 


THE  CLUB 

For  the  novice  Qe£ 
Siamese 

owner  and  breeder 
Affiliated  to  The  Governing 
Council  of  die  Gu  Faocy 
New  members  wdcotoe 
Honory  gccraary : 

Mia  Roscy  Meeidns 
ADDRESS:  Wreashall 
Ibnnboase  Wnfafaam  le 
IVtOows 

Bury  at  Edmonds 
Suffolk 
IP31  3 AS 
Tek  91559  2S96S2 


lMmA^Sa  I 
Tut  QI202  «S70I74q>o»vO 


klttar  Call  Cat-a-Lofl  tar 
podigoa  em.  01777 


ETOSHA 

£5939 

Multi  level  with  3 
platforms. 

Bose  size 

455 mm  x 455 mm 
Height  1390  mm 
Weight  14  J Kgs 


~ SAMBURU 
£89.99 

3 tier  Cataerobic  with 
2 tunnels  which  is 
. ideal  for  mulitplc  cat 
families, 
k Base  size 

ft  445  mm  x 445  nun. 

H Height  1325  mm; 
r Weight  16  Kg 


AMBOSEU 

£4939 

With  its  ntnn^l  imri 
pillars,  Amboseli 
offers  cars  endless 
possibilities  for  play. 

Base  size 
350  mm  x 430  non 
Height  860 nan; 
Weight  9.0  Kg 


DOGS 


SbovorpnOX 
01203  **3814 


RIDING  HOLIDAYS 


itri& 


Andaluz 
Adventure 
Costa  de  la  Loz 
in  S W Spain. 
Haladtn  wtm  tap rt  ratios  » 
umpott  DouiBijniSt  md  milei  rf 
anper  hrttav,  Fit  tana,  good 
cuiaae.  Uawe  pool,  noo^aten 
oretanue.  Open  lH  ytsr. 
for  Special  OamniM  nd  New 
Year  oOea 

auihiXdaaUJm 
Jamie  Hai-eey  Roll 

01935  S17567 


QaSty  a EweSmee  tfam  IW? 
QUALITY 
ROSETTES  & 
SHOW  PRINTING 
RryaOm  Ftaa,  Arptd  Read, 
JJeha,  Ajnmarfoni, 
Dy&dSAffZPR 

C Tdepbone 

M 01269593195 

W Hr.  AmwerSerrte* 


KARIBA 

£89.99 

Incorporates  a 
hammock  and  tunnel 
Base  445  x 455  mm; 
Height  1325  mm; 
Weight  15.20  Kgs. 


r SEND  FOR 
BROCHURE  ON 
LFULL  RANGE 


Forturth*rd«laBaptoa**c*fl  . 
O182S630Z83  a30am-ft30pm  : . 
or.Bm  0182s  83oaw;:  ■ _ ^ 

prtofhouratotophbtto  ' 

81825 830930.  ; v-  '.  • -.--fa) 

Dept  TT,  Brook  HousoGeft Product'. 
Southern  Aviaries  . j:  ..  - > v • 
Tkiters  Lane,  HatiScrid  Down . . V ”:-J‘ 
East  Sussex  t^224E0  j ^ 

Show  room  opening  ' s 

Tus-Fri  9am- 1 pm  ..  -H_-: 

2pm  - 5pm.  Sal  Sam  VSpm.  . - ; 
Cfaseti  Sunday  and  !4ondt%.  *\  ’.- 


DOGS - 

PET SAFE  ^ 

DOG  CX5LLARS & LEADS 

Ttiephooe  no  embroidored  Jr-’"*  iPI’ 

onto  quality  coloured  'if  ". 

webbing  from  C18  ^ 

NO  MORE  LOST  TAGS.  ' 

FREE  catalogue  from  Green  - . : 

Farm  Tradirva-.  0X473  737877 
- - 

ANEVLAL  INSURANCE  . 


PET  INSURANCE 

Special  Readers  Offer 

First  28  Days  Cover  FRFF 

PRIME  COVER  WITH  VETS 
FEES  COSTS  PER  MONTH 
DOG  £8.95  CAT  £4.95 

TEL:  0700  0800  800 

Mon  to  Fri  8am  - 9pm  Sat  & Sun  9am  - 6pm 


Winter  1997/98 

The  NEW  Bones  Moil  Order  Catalogue 97/98 is  now  oulj 
filled  with  exciting  and  original  ideas  for  you  to  treat  ;•  • 

your  Dogs  and  Cats  to  winier 

* New  Bones  own  rangein  Denim 
Pet  Bedding  and  pemnLHirow^  - 


* CushiravFfeecy  and  Nest  Beds 
V Tot  Dogs  aid  Cats 

* Waterproof  Coats 

* Copper  Collars  - 

* Herb-filled  Flea  Patrol 
-Bandannas,  Homoepatiric 

■ -Remedies,  Tea  TroeOil  products 

Comfy  Web  Collars  & Leads, 

-.  Monogzamming  Service 

Available 

**  and  many  other  exciting  treats 
■arid  essentials  for  your  Dogs  and 
Cats  this  Christmas  m* 


Free  yoor  FREE  copy  write  to: 

Bones,  The  Upper  Mill,  Coin  St  Aldwyna. 

Cirencester,  Gkw  GL7  5AJ 
or  Tel:  01285  750007  Fax:  01285  750100 

http^/www.toocountrytirnesxofrUronas/ 


DISPOSABLE 

mvvmpt 


NOW,  THERE'S  A FRESH, 
NEW  WAY  TO  TOILET 
TRAIN  YOUR  PUPPY,  -j 

Super  absorbent  paper  mats^HT 
help  tram  your  puppy  and 
protect  yotr  fiooR. 


106] 


4 


New,  deposable  PUPPY  MATS  are  a revofutfenary  way  to  toilet 
,y°Hr  MW-  Made  from  a thia  soft  yet  strong,  highly 
abeortiert  paper,  eadt  mat  soaks  up  approwrhatdy  W pint  of 
fiqukt  leaving  no  puddles  and  no  residue. 

NO  MORE  MESSY  NEWSPAPERS 

FWV  MATS  are  the  dean  and  hygienic  alternative  to  newspapers. 
Unlike  newsp^er  they  are  totally  absorbent  and  do  not  slKdo? 

,n  addition,  a rxxvslip  waterproof  becking 

M^wng^Xknm  x 595mm,  PUPPY  MATS  are  available  in  pads 

SEND  TODAY  FOR  YOUR  HEW  PUPPY  MATS 
. andsaygootbye  to  messy  toilet  training 

For  details  cafl  now  on  01405  839922 
or  fax  01405  839958 

Anrnajoroetfittiebit(^dsvudGbm& 

Frarf^  ftoduOs,  Franler  Hous^  37  Rwettide,  Rawdiffe,  ■ 

Mr  Goofe,  East  Rkfing  of  YdrioNre  DftTl48RN.  ... 


* 


'■•'A 


fog  I (tfghj t 

Wiaftf  1997/91 


...  L -'.-ft 
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home  life  • 15 


Paradise  for  little  boys  is  a collection  of  farm  machinery,  a workshop  filled  with  vicious  tools  and  a pocket  full  of  chocolates 

A farmer  is  a boy’s  best  friend 


M 


him-in-the-lQng-run  having 
for  all  Th?PP^^tiy  OTice  and 

SLihJiKI  n°mui8  1 1311  ^ could 
Pwsibly  live  up  to  the  allure  of  his  leaky 

BffiL®1**  1 off  m a suSTto 
Wiltshire,  to  visit  Charles^hofarms. 
Jlwre  is  nothing  Charles  bites  better  than 

m “mediately  able 

to  shrf  valuable  hght  on  the  reasons  for 
my  tragic  history  of  romantic  reverses. 

Fufl  JFeSS™*!  “Ir*  h0n*te- 

SJ?  °Lprbc  and  what  are  those  awful 

Jjttte  black  things?  Olives.  Pftiwugh. 
Disgusting.  Have  some  more  cabbage," 
io  we  ate  up  our  cabbage  (delirious) 
and  went  off  for  a stroll  wiih  the  dogs  in 
the  late  autumn  sunshine,  across  his 
neJds  of  mane  and  Jerusalem  artichokes 
and  newly  planted  rape.  The  whole  scene 
was  too  ludicrously  pretxy  for  words  - 
S*™™  sJ^-  hedges  foil  of 
^and  blackberries  and  rosehips  and 
Old  Man's  beard,  the  black  figures  of  the 
dogs,  galloping  ahead  of  us,  working  the 
spinneys  and  putting  up  pheasants  and 
partridges,  to  half-hearted  roars  of 
disapproval  from  Charles. 

"Aren't  they  beautiful," he  said  dream- 
ily, as  the  affronted  bards  strutted  away 


across  die  furrows.  “And  the  Tuesday 
after  next — flow!  J?bw!  PowT 
“Paw?  Pbw!"  echoed  Alexander,  who 
adores  Charles  — and  you  can  just  see 
why.  For  a start,  be  has  a collection  of 
farm  machinery  to  die  for  — di«* 
harrows  and  talers  and  combines  and 
tractors,  on  which  Alexander  is  allowed 
to  ride  for  hours  at  a stretch  (the  notion 
that  one  could  ever  have  had  enough  of 
fiddling  with  tile  controls  of  a John  Deere 
being'  as  alien  to  Charles  as  it  is  to  my 
son).  Also,  he  has  a workshop  full  of 
vicious  bandsaws  that  could  cut  a little 
boy  right  down  the  middle  in  less  time 
than  it  takes  to  say  ouch.  These  we  gaze 
at  for  more  hours,  with  frissons  of 
pleasurable  horror,  until  l start  whining 
to  be  taken  home. 

. Then  thereare  Charles's  pockets,  full 
of  the  most  amazing  treasures:  cartridges 
and  nails  and.  on  this  occasion,  a Roman 
coin,  millions -and  millions  of  years  old, 
from  the  days  before  Thomas  the  Tank 
Engine  roamed  the  earth  — the  pocket 


money  of  some  little 
Roman  boy  who  had 
dropped  it  in 
Charles's  field  on  his 
way  to  the  toy  shop  to 
buy  a chariot. 

But  actually,  I sus- 
pect that  the  thing 
Alexander  likes  best 
of  all  about  Charles 
is  his  short  way  with 
me.  Gosh,  it’s  getting 
awfully  chilly,  1 say, 
in  my  usual  bossy 
fashion..  Perhaps 
we'd  better  go  in 
now.  That's  enough 
playing  on  the  com  bine,  darling;  1 expect 
Charles  has  got  other  things  to  do.  Sit 
down.  No  of  course  you  cant  have  any 
pudding,  you  haven’t  eaten  up  your 
firsts.  No  more  sweeties,  Alexander.  I 
mean  it: 

"Mmm."  says  Charles,  paying  no 
more  attention  to  me  than  □ I were  a 


LIFE  AND  SOUL 


JANE  SHILLING 


gnat,  buzzing  in  his 
ear.  “Lers  walk 
round  to  the  other 
duckpond  and  see  if 
we  can  find  some 
newts,  shall  we? 
What  do  you  think 
happens  if  you  press 
this  burton?  What 
sort  of  pudding 

would  you  like?  Ice 
cream  and  toffee 
sauce,  perhaps? 
Never  mind  about 
those  carrots.  Nasty 
things.  Never  eat 
them  mesdf.  Ah,  I 
seem  to  have  found  some  more  chocolate 
buttons  in  this  pocket..."  It  is  a 
wonderfully  effective  method  of  dealing 
with  me.  and  Alexander  seems  to  have 
adopted  it  as  his  very  own. 

1 have  been  thinking  for  quite  some 
time  that  my  disciplinary  techniques 
were  due  for  a spot  of  reviewing.  Up  until 


now  they  have  been  loosely  based  on  a 
brief  encounter  I once  witnessed  on  the 
telly  between  Lord  Hafisham  and  his 
Jack  Russell.  “1  am,"  said  the  rubicund 
peur  to  his  beady-eyed,  sceptical  little 
dog,  "bigger  and  stronger  and  cleverer 
than  you”. 


T; 


this  worked  very  well  all  the  time  I 
was  bigger  and  stronger  and 
cleverer  than  my  offspring.  But 
lately  I have  noticed  the  balance  of  power 
beginning  to  shift-  He  is  a slender  child, 
but  very  solid,  and  perfectly  capable  of 
bringing  me  down  with  a low  tackle,  as 
he  discovered  just  the  other  week.  Also, 
he  has  quite  suddenly  become  extremely 
argumentative  and  makes  little  attempt 
to  conreal  the  fact  that  he  thinks  1 am  a 
half-wit. 

We  had  a little  difference  of  opinion  on 
our  return  home  from  Charles's.  Bed- 
time, I said,  as  we  got  out  of  the  car.  It  is 
late.  Not  yet  said  the  child,  he  had  urgent 
business  to  attend  to.  So  attend  to  it  in  the 


morning.  I said,  grasping  him  by  the 
collar  and  grappling  him.  with  consider- 
able difficulty,  up  the  stairs  and  into  his 
pyjamas.  Then  1 turned  the  light  off.  shut 
the  door,  and  went  back  downstairs, 
securing  the  stairgate  behind  me.  As  f 
reached  the  bottom  step,  i heard  the  dick 
of  him  turning  the  light  back  on  again. 

I poured  myself  a glass  of  som«hing, 
and  was  just  sitting  down  for  a minuTe 
before  tackling  the  next  bit  of  the  Great 
Rolling  List  (clean  shoes,  iron  school 
trousers,  remember  to  put  homework  in 
bag)  when  the  drawing-room  door  half- 
opened,  with  a ghastly  creak  (rftrs  kind  of 
horror-movie  sound  effect  is  a speciality 
of  the  fittings  in  our  housel. 

“Who  is  it?"  I quavered. 

“irs  us."  said  Alexander,  ironing  in. 
grasping  his  disgusting  old  panda  by  the 
leg  and  looking  every  inch  the  adorable 
innocent,  with  his  tousled  gold  curls  and 
his  little  winceyette  pyjamas  with  the 
soldiers  primed  all  over  them. 

Dear  God,  1 said.  Bur  how  did  you  get 
out?  I dosed  the  stairgate  most 
particularly. 

“I  know,"  said  my  little  lamb.  “But  I 
shot  it  off.  the  way  Charles  showed  me. 
Pbw!  Fowl  Paw!" 


Reunited  after  45  years.  Jonalhan  Mirsky  and  guardian  Ernst  Mirsky  (below,  with  his  father)  had  tried  for  decades  to  find  Ernst  through  phone  books 


Cast  the  Net  to  catch  a friend 


Hooray. for  Yahoo?  More 
particularly,  hooray  for 
Yahoo  People  Search. 
You  may  dunk  that  the 
World  Wide  Web  is  for  porrweekers 
and  scrutineers  of  bulletin  boards 
specialising  in  raring  pigeons.  But  if, 
like  me,  you  had  bean  searching  for 
someone  for  almost  50  years  and 
found  them  in  five  seconds  via  Yahoo, 
spoke  to  them,  and  then  met  them, 
Yahoo  becomes  a friend  for  life. 

In  1935,  when  I was  two,  my. 
parents  went  to  China,  where  my 
father  was  to  be  a visiting;  professor  at 
the  Peking  Union  Medical  College. 
They  took  my  seven-year<ild  sister 
but  left  me  in  California  with  Marie, 
a Ibyear-old  German  girl  who  my 
father  taught  to  read  and  write,  and 
Ernst,  a 25-year-old  cabinet-maker . ■. 
who  Had  been  born  in  Germany  but 
came  to  America  as  asmall  child. 

When  my  parents  returned  months 
later  f didn't  recognise  them,  spoke 
only  German,  and  soon  developed 
the  stammer  which  paralysed  me 
into  my  teens.  We  all  returned  tp  New 
York,  with  Marie,  who  got  married  in 
about  1939,  and  Ernst,  who  set  up  a 
cabinet-making  shop  down  the  street 
and  remained  a near-father'  to  my 
sister  and  me  until  he  got  married  in 
1951  and  moved  out  of  our  lives.  Over 
the  years,  whenever  my  sister  or  I 
went  to  another  city,  we  looked  in  the 
telephone  book  for  Ernst  and  would 
report  to  the  other  that,  yet  again,  we 
hadnt  found  him.  Eventually, -when - 
we  realised  he  must  be  a veiy  old 
man  and  probably  dead,  we  gave  up 
tiie  search  and  memories  of  Ernst 
faded.  There  were  no  photographs. 

Enter  Yahoo.  Yahoo  is  a.  “search  . 
engine"  on  the  Web,  a mol  for  folding 
your  way  around  tins  gigantic  .net- 
work. Exploring  it  soon  alter  it  was 
installed  last  spring.  1 dispvered 
People  Search.- 1 figured  wtarna." 
what -the  hell. I typed  m Emsr* 
entire  name  and  guessed  Caltforma. _ 
Zap! ..There  he  was,  m a small* 


After  fruitless  years  of  searching  for  an  old  family  friend, 
Jonathan  Mirsky  turned  to  his  PC  and  found  him  via  the  Internet 


Californian  town,  with  address  and 
phone  number  (Yahoo  must  contain 
every  telephone  number  in  the  Uni- 
ted States). 

It  was  2am  in  California,  but  after 
45.  years  who  could  wait?  I rang.  A 
voice.  “Hello.  Is  that  Ernst  who  used 
to  be  a friend  of  the  Mirskys?"  “Yes.” 
“Ernst!  This  is  Jonathan.”  “Well, 
Jonathan.  I certainly  wasn't  expect- 
ing to  hear  from  you.  Where  are 
you?”  “Hong  Kong."  “Really . . . then 
this  must  be  a long-distance  call." 
“WdU  yes  Ernst,  I found  you  in  my 
computer."  “Ah.  computers.  I hear 
theyYe  wonderful  things.  Well.  J just 
got  a new  passport  X think  111  come 
mere  next  week.”  “Ernst  next  week 
we're  going  to  be  handed  over  to 
China'  and  I'm  pretty  busy.  How 
about  in  November,  for  my  65th 
birthday?”  “That's  good,  III  come 
then;  65>  well  well.  I’m  89.  See  you 
soon."  And  so  on. 

It  was  now  5am  in  New  York.  But 
after  45 years...  I rang  my  sister. 
“Grunt.""  "Reba,  it’s  me.  Amazing 
news.  If  yw  could  talk  to  anyone  in 
the  world  right  new,  who  would  you 
call?"  “Ernst  of  course."  “Here's  his 
number..  He’S  waiting  to  hear  from 
you."  She  called  him  and,  like  me, 
learnt  that  Ernst  — always  a matter- 
of-fact  sort  of  man  — had  eaten 

oatmeal  for  breakfast  that  day,  had  a 

haircut1  and  a runa-saiad  sandwich 
for  lunch. 

One  day  his  daughter  called  to  say 
he  had  Men  over,  broken  his  hip 
and  was  in  hospital.  Soon  she  told  me 
he  haul  pneumonia  and  perhaps  had 
had  a stroke.  Hospitals  often  kill  the 
old.  1 flew  to  California.  Ernst  had 
insisted  on  .meeting  me  in  his 
dmighteri  hitose,  and  there  he  was, 
asleep.  I gazed  down  on  hm  lying  on 
Jus  side  in  all  Fus  clothes,  including 


They  trusted  me. 
There  was  always  a 
place  for  me  at 
supper.  And  we  took 
all  our  summer 


holidays  together’ 


his  shoes,  and  with  an  enormous 
white  walrus,  moustache  instead  of 
the  neat  little  Errol  Flynn  number  1 
dimly  recalled. 

When  be  woke  up  we  spent  two 
days  talking.  He  had  photographs  of 
the  Mirsky  family  starting  in  1935. 

How  had  this  young  cabinet- 
maker from  California  become  such 
a dose  friend  of  my  biochemist  father 


and  harpsichordist  mother  that  they 
entrusted  me  to  him,  not  only  while 
they  were  in  Peking  but  as  a second 
father  for  the  next  ten  years? 

By  the  time  he  was  16.  Ernst  was  a 
union-qualified  carpenter;  soon  he 
was  building  sets  in  Hollywood  for 
Laurel  and  Hardy,  the  laugh-hits  of 
the  Late-I920s.  “We  built  entire  houses 
of  balsa  wood,  which  collapsed  on  the 
actors  in  earthquakes  that  we  made 
happen  on  specially  constructed  vib- 
rating platforms.  We  made  locomo- 
tives which  crashed  into  other  loco- 
motives." 

Then  something  — unexplained  — 
“really  terrible” happened  to  Ernst.  “I 
left  home  and  became  a hobo,  riding 
the  rails  for  two  years  all  over  the 
West  I learnt  where  to  hop  off  trains 
before  the  railway  police  caught  you, 
which  towns  had  a friendly  family, 
who  would  give  a hobo  a handout  of 
pie  or  chicken  and  maybe  a dollar." 

After  rwo  years  on  die  rails  Ernst 
came  to  New  York  with  three  dollars 
in  his  pocket.  “The  first  day  I passed  a 
place  where  they  were  setting  up  a 
Jewish  charity  bazaar  and  there  was 
a Mrs  Solomon,  who  gave  me  a jab 
building  cabinets  and  tables  — and 
introduced  me  to  your  aunt  Bashka 
the  sculptress,  who  needed  some 
shelves.  Thaft  how  I met  your 
mother." 

My  parents  asked  Emsi  to  build 
them  some  furniture  and  introduced 
him  to  friends  and  relations  who 
needed  similar  work.  “In  those  days 
rich  people  had  expensive  French 
furniture  they  wanted  copied.  I’d 
knock  it  apart,  build  a replica,  cast 
and  reproduce  the  hardware.  I’d 
write  ’original’  on  the  bottom  of  the 
real  one." 

And  Ernst  entered  my  family. 
“They  trusted  me.  It  began  with  my 


work  and  my  attitude  towards  it.  If 
there  is  something  people  always 
wanted,  not  just  a thing  but  a way  of 
making  it  and  you  give  that,  they 
never  forget  it.  So  soon  I had  my  shop 
down  the  street  from  your  parents' 
apartment.  Bur  there  was  always  a 
place  for  me  at  supper.  And  we  took 
all  our  summer  holidays  together." 
Ernst  remembered  me,  age  four,  in 
the  ocean  off  Cape  Breton  island. 
“I  watched  you  in  those  waves  but  1 
could  never  have  saved  you  — I 
couldn't  swim." 


In  Ernst's  faded  photogp-aphs  of 
him  and  my  family  he  is  always 
mare  formally  dressed  than 
anyone  else,  except  in  holiday 
scenes.  I remember  sitting  in  his 
shop,  smelling  the  bubbling  glue 
made  of  iiorses’  hoofs  and  watching 
him  turn  chair-legs  on  his  lathe.  1 felt 
safe.  My  father  was  a violent  man. 
although  soft-spoken  with  outsiders. 
I asked  Ernst  if  he  remembered  my 
stammer.  He  hesitated;  it  was  his 
only  negative  observation  of  our  time 
together.  “I  remember.  It  was  your 
father.  I'd  say  he  was  crude." 

Crude!  Relief  rolled  over  me.  Over 
the  decades  my  sister  and  I grew  tired 
of  being  told  about  our  gentle  father. 
Now  a third  person  remembered. 
And  better  stilt  “You  know  Jonathan, 
you  look  like  your  father.  But  you're 
not  like  him." 

Ernst  had  a lot  to  say  about  hatred. 
“It  poisons  everything.  When  1 was 
working  in  Hollywood,  like  all  car- 
penters I had  made  my  own  tools. 
And  we  branded  them  with  our  own 
marks.  The  other  fellows  liked  my 
tools.  Sometimes  one  of  them  would 
steal  one.  I'd  go  over  and  say  That’s 
my  tool*.  They’d  pretend  to  be 
surprised  and  uy  to  give  it  batik.  I'd 
say.  ‘No  keep  it’. 

“That  fellow  would  use  my  tool  ail 
his  life  and  know  it  was  mine  and 
that  he*d  stolen  it  He'd  fed  ready 
ashamed.  But  there  was  no  hatred." 


Grannies 


left  out  in 
the  cold 


Anew  organisation  has  been  set 


up  to  help  people  cut  off  from  their 
grandchildren  by  family  squabbles 


PAT  O'DELL  would  be  many 
parents*  idea  of  the  perfect 
grandmother.  When  her 
daughter  Nikki,  a single 
mother,  returned  to  work  after 
the  birth  of  her  son  Timmy, 
Pat  looked  after  him  during 
the  week.  Timmy  also  spent 
many  weekends  with  Pat  and 
her  husband,  and  their  rela- 
tionship blossomed.  “We  were 
really  close,"  she  says. 

But  after  two  years,  rela- 
tions with  her  daughter  began 
to  sour.  Nikki  met  a man  — 
someone  her  mother  did  not 
approve  of  — and  made  other 
arrangements  for  Timmy's 
care.  Then  they  moved  away 
and  Nikki  rang  and  told  Pat 
she  would  never  see  her 
grandson  again. 

“The  way  she  said  it  I 
believed  her,"  Pat  says,  “but  I 
hoped  that  after  a couple  of 
years  she  would  come  round." 

Pat  and  her  husband  then 
raised  more  than  £4,000  to  re- 
establish contact  with  Timmy 
through  the  courts. 

Eventually,  Nikki  agreed 
outside  the  courtroom  to  a 
fortnightly  meeting  at  a family 
centre  but,  just  before  the  first 
visit,  changed  her  mind.  Five 
years  later,  Pat  does  not  even 
know  where  her  daughter  and 
grandson  are  living. 

She  describes  her  separa- 
tion from  Timmy  as  a bereave- 
mem  without  end.  “When  a 
child  dies  you  move  on;  that 
child  always  has  a place  in 
your  heart,  but  you  know  they 
have  gone.  But  I know 
Timmy’s  out  there  all  the  time. 
Although  1 haven’t  seen  him 
since  he  was  two,  every  day  l 
feel  his  arms  around  me,  see 
his  smile,  remember  his 
touch.  Some  days  it's  just 
unbearable.” 

Her  experience  prompted 
Pat  to  set  up  the  Grandparents 
Support  Organisation  (GSO), 
a Southampton-based  charity 
offering  mediation  and  legal 
advice  to  grandparents  who 
have  lost  touch  with  their 
grandchildren. 

GSO  deals  with  more  than 
500  cases  a year.  Many  grand- 
parents are  denied  access  by  a 
daughter-in-law’  following  a 
separation,  others  are  es- 
tranged from  their  own  child- 
ren or  lose  contact  when  the 
children  are  taken  into  care. 

Of  those  grandparents  who 
seek  access  through  the  courts, 
about  70  per  cent  are  success- 
ful, though  some  spend  as 
much  as  £12,000  in  the  pro- 
cess. Unlike  parents,  grand- 
parents must  /TunaJly  seek 
leave  from  the  court  to  make 
an  application,  says  Hugh 
Travers,  a London  barrister.  If 
leave  is  granted,  as  it  usually 
is,  grandparents  can  then 
apply  for  access.  The  courts 


consider  the  grandparent's  re- 
lationship with  the  child, 
whether  there  is  acrimony 
between  the  two  parties,  and 
then  decide  whether  re-estab- 
lishing contact  is  in  the  child’s 
best  interests. 

Judges  are  generally  sympa- 
thetic, Mr  Travers  says.  But 
gaining  a contact  order  is  one 
thing,  and  getting  parents  to 
co-operate  is  another. 

After  the  birth  of  her  second 
grandson,  the  atmosphere  be- 
tween Eileen,  her  onfy  son 
Adam  and  his  girlfriend  Anna 
deteriorated.  One  day  when 
Eileen  went  to  drop  off  the 
children's  Christmas  presents, 
she  found  they'd  moved. 

After  months  with  no  con- 
tact Eileen  became  so  de- 
pressed that  her  second 
husband  wrote  pleading  with 
Anna  to  get  in  touch.  “She 
phoned  and  said  we  would 
never  see  the  boys  again." 
Eileen  says. 

Eileen  started  legal  proceed- 
ings, and  was  allowed  access 
to  the  children  for  four  hours  a 
month,  although  she  could  see 
her  new  grandson  for  only 
half  an  hour.  “I  wasn't 
allowed  lo  give  them  toys  or 
sweets,  or  even  kiss  them.  But 
at  least  I was  seeing  them." 
she  says.  But  not  for  long. 

That  Christmas,  Eileen  and 
her  son  had  an  argument;  he 
refused  to  let  her  give  the 
children  presents,  then  wrote 
saying  they  didn't  love  her  and 
didn't  want  to  see  her  again. 


EILEEN  has  not  met  her 
grandsons  now  for  nearly  two 
years.  She  has  never  seen  her 
granddaughter,  now  one,  de- 
spite three  requests  for  a 
photograph-  “I  cant  describe 
the  hurt,  the  horrible  feeling  of 
having  all  this  love  and  no  one 
to  direct  it  to."  she  says. 

But  she  refuses  to  give  up. 
Twice  a month  she  writes  with 
pocket  money,  and  regularly 
sends  birthday  presents. 
Easter  eggs,  gifts  for  the 
summer  holidays.  “It's  a littlel 
bit  of  contact,"  she  says,  “ij 
want  them  to  know  that  their 
nanny  loves  them." 

Eileen  has  gone  back  to 
court,  bur  is  not  hopeful  of  the 
outcome.  “At  the  end  of  the 
day.  the  court’s  priority  is  the 
children's  welfare,  and  appar- 
ently they're  saying  they  dont 
want  to  see  me.  But  111  always 
go  on  hoping  and  trying,  be 
cause  1 love  them,  and  1 dont 
know  what  I’ve  done  to  justify 
such  a terrible  punishment" 


y 


Emma  Haughton 


• Some  names  have  been  changed 
in  order  not  to  jeopardise 
efforts  to  re-establish  contact. 


Grandparents  Support 
Organisation,  01703  632387. 


PETER  WCH0LL5 


Pat  O'Dell  has  not  seen  her  grandson.  Timmy,  for  five  yean 
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‘The  advancing  thud  of  horse’s  hoofs  woke  the  slumbering  piglet.  It  was  hard  to  tell  who  was  more  frighten^ 


What  fallows  is  a tale  which, 
although  sad.  might  give  some 
encouragement  to  anyone  who 
thinks  rtteir  working  days  are  done  and 
life  will  now  be  no  more  than  a slow 
decline  towards  the  inevitable  scrap 
iteap.  While  rhe  song  says  “only  the  good 
die  young",  it  seems  that  when  it  comes 
to  carthorses  the  good  ones  sometimes  go 
on  forever. 

One  of  our  three  Suffolk  Punches. 
Blue,  died  last  week  ar  12 years  old.  It  was 
a premature  death  for  a carthorse,  but 
these  things  are  not  entirely  unexpected. 
Despite  their  Herculean  appearance,  the 
inner  workings  of  a big  horse  are  a 
delicate  mechanism  consisting  seem- 
ingly of  miles  of  pipework,  any  length  or 
which  is  predisposed  to  tangle.  When 

their  guts  kink  like  an  uncooperative 
garden  hosepipe,  internal  functions  come 
to  a grinding  and  painful  halt.  Once 
knotted  the  gut  is  rarely  undone,  and  the 
horse  inevitably  dies.  Many  good  horses 
are  lost  this  way. 

it  was  shame  it  had  to  be  Blue  that 
went.  He  was  at  the  very  peak  of  his 
working  life  and  schooled  tu  perfection  as 


An  old  Star  still  shines  brightly 


a working  carthorse.  There  was  no  job  at 
which  he  would  flinch,  be  it  ploughing, 
harrowing  or  dragging  logs.  He  was  one 
of  the  best:  gentle,  skilful,  obedient  and 
kind.  In  fact,  the  wily  time  I remember 
him  ever  making  a mistake  was  when 
dragging  a ridging  plough  between  rows 
of  leafy  potatoes  in  order  to  threw  more 
earth  over  the  growing  tubers:  this 
prevents  them  catching  the  sun  and 
iuming  green.  Unbeknown  to  either  me 
or  Blue,  a two-month-old  black  piglet 
had  escaped  from  the  neighbouring  pig- 
run  by  wriggling  under  the  electric  fence 
rill  it  was  free,  ft  then  headed  for  the  field 
of  potatoes  — heaven  for  a pig.  Here,  it 
dug  its  juvenile  snout  into  the  field  to 
unearth  the  succulent  spuds,  and  gorged 
itself.  Sated,  it  curled  up  berween  the 
rows  and  fell  fast  asleep,  snoring. 

Meanwhile.  Blue  and  1 were  approach- 
ing. Like  ad  good  carthorses  he  knew 
that  he  must  plod  berween  the  ridges, 


and  not  on  them  so 
as  not  to  damage  the 
crop.  It  was  hardly 
taxing  work  and  took 
little  concentration, 
and  so  both  he  and  I 
ambled  across  the 
field,  our  minds 
blank,  our  feet  on 
auto-pilot,  k was  at 
this  moment  that  the 
advancing  thud  of 
the  horse’s  Test  woke 
the  slumbering  pig. 

Stirred  by  wharmusr 
have  seemed  like  an 
approaching  earth- 
quake, the  piglet  snapped  awake  and 
raised  its  head  above  the  green  foliage.  It 
is  difficult  to  know  who  was  the  more 
frightened:  the  piglet  who  feared  it  was 
about  to  be  trampled,  or  the  poor 
carthorse  who  had  been  wandering 


DOWN  TO  EARTH 


PAUL  HEINEY 


along  in  a daze  only 
to  have  a little  black 
demon  appear  in  its 
path.  Either  way, 
both-  fled.  It  was 
easier  for  the  pis 
since  he  could  < 
bade  beneath  the 
electric  fence  and  run 
to  mother  for  com- 
fort Blue,  however, 
whose  equine  in- 
stincts told  him  all 
pigs  were  enemies, 
bolted  for  home, 
dragging  me  and  the 
plough  behind  him. 

All  calming,  soothing  and  halting 
words  failed  to  impress  him,  and  it  was 
only  when  we  arrived  back  at  his  stable, 
door  that  he  halted,  panting  and  trem- 
bling like  a child  that  had  seen  a ghost  It 
was  fortunate  that  the  field  gate  was  open 


or  l suspect  he  might  have  tried,  to  jump 
it  With  die  plough  behind  Km.  That 
apart,  he  never  made  another  mistake. 

I always  felt  that  he  was  owed  a 

peaceful  life,  having  had  a turbulent 

start  in  the  world.  Some  days  before 
he  was  due  to  be  bom,  his  mother,  very 
heavy  in  foal,  fell  imp  a deep  ditch  and 
could  not  be  extracted  until  they  railed 
die  fire  brigade:  So  grateful  was  the 
mare's  owner  that  she  promised  to  name 
the  offspring  after  them:  That  was  how 
he  came  to  be  called  Blue— they  were  the 
Blue  Watch-  Nowhe  has  been  taken  from 
us,  suddenly,  out  of  the  blue.  We  miss 
him. 

But  life  must  go  on,  and  a field  has  to 
be  ploughed.  He  would  not  have  wanted 
us  to  use  a tractor.  It  is  a job  for  two 
horses  and  our  youngster,  Taffy,  could 
nor  be  asked  to  do  it  alone.  So.  who  da 
you  think  1 found  peering  over  the  hedge 


as  if  to  say  "can  l help?"?  No  less  than 
dear  old  Star.  Twenty-two  years  ^ 
and  creaky  shoes  removed  now  he  no 
tand^rts  I wondered  ifthejobroitet 

SC  too  much  forten.lt  mri  hfe 
dragging  grandad  from  lus  bath  chair 
and  telling  him  to  dig  the  garden. 

But  there  was  a twinkle  m his 
when  I brought  him  off  the  roeadcrw, 
which  suggested  he  was  ready  and 
witlmg  to  take  bn  the  task.  Once  in  the 
stablefhe  dutifully  bent  his  head  to  take 
the  collar  and  made  for  the  beW  withdie 
sort  of  spring  in  his  step  you  might  expect 

^vJsdiaut  any  promptingJie  was  back  in 
the  furrow,  treading  carefully  along  it. 
keeping  up  a brisk  pace  which  his 
partner,  nearly  20  years  younger,  was 
having  difficulty  matching.  And  while 
young  Taffy,  started  to  raise  a sheen  of 
sweat  across  his  chest  old  Star  remained 
as  cool  and  collected  as  if  he  had  been 

training  for  this  day  for  months. 

Which  only  goes  to  show  that  there  is 
many  a good  tune  played  on  an  old 
fiddle.  A pity  that  this  week,  it  had  to  be 
such  a sad  one. 


> Readers*  letters  are  welcome  on  countryside  matters,  of  all  kinds.  Address  them  to:  Paul  Heiney,  Weekend,  Th%_ Times;,! Ettiiupjgjmi 


Competition  is  cut-throat  among  the  growers  of  record-breaking  vegetables,  says  Anjana Abuja 


Pump 
up  the 
pumpkin 


Secrecy,  subterfuge  and  sab- 
otage. Little  comes  dose  to 
the  shadowy  world  of 
growing  giant  fruit  and 
vegetables.  A husband  and  wife 
had  their  outsize  onions  stolen  the 
night  before  a big  show.  An 
American  anthropologist  was  so 
fascinated  by  the  passions  shown 
by  leek  growers  that  she  shadowed 
them.  Dave  Smith  incurred  the 
wrath  of  the  Gateshead  council  for 
building  a huge  greenhouse  in 
which  to  grow  his  exhibits.  Neil 
Armstrong  of  Northumberland 
paid  a friend  £50  to  sleep  on  his 
allotment  to  guard  his  prizewin- 
ning leeks  — headlines  later  de- 
clared that  Mr  Armstrong  had 
made  “a  giant  leek  for  mankind". 

Even  after  Che  fruit  and  veg  show 
contests,  entries  are  never  left 
unattended.  There  is  a lot  of  money 
to  be  made  from  die  sale  of  seeds  of 
giant  specimens  — there  is  even  an 
organisation  called  the  Worldwide 
Giant  Seed  Club  — and  as  a result 
there  have  been  several  cases  of 
exhibits  disappearing. 

Growers  are  often  more  inte- 
rested in  competing  than  in  a 
particular  vegetable  or  fruit.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Guinness  Book  of 
Records , Bernard  La  very,  a grower 
from  South  Wales  who  has  now 
moved  to  the  United  Arab  Emir- 
ates, holds  seven  world  records  — 
for  cabbage,  carrot,  longest  com 
cub.  courgette,  marrow,  parsnip 
and  watermelun.  And  of  the  32 
listed  records.  14  are  held  by  people 
in  Britain. 

For  this  dedicated  band,  the 
premier  event  is  the  UK  Giant  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Championships, 
held  every  autumn  at  the  Baytree 
Nursery.  Spaldmg.  Lincolnshire, 
and  which  attract*  lUtt  competitors. 

“The  competition  is  intense." 
says  Dave  Brennan,  one  of  the 
organisers.  "A  lot  of  the  plants  are 
crown  at  secret  location*  to  avoid 
the  threat  of  sabotage." 

Dn  people  really  go  around 
taking  potshots  at  rivals'  marrows? 
"I  don't  personally  know  of  a case, 
but  some  cum  pel  i tors  reckon  it's  a 
real  concern."  Mr  Brennan  says. 

The  entrants,  he  adds,  never 
reveal  their  gardening  secrets, 
because  of  the  money’  involved: 
“Each  first-prize  vegetable  wins 
£250.  with  second  and  third  prizes 
of  £75  and  £25.  Then  we  have  a final 
round,  where  the  person  who  has 
done  the  best  across  all  categories 
picks  up  £1.500.  ] reckon  th3t  this 
year's  winner.  Ken  Dade,  walked 
off  with  more  than  £3.000." 

Jimmy  Reid,  a 75-yea r-old  former 
demolition  contractor,  of  Gilling 
West,  near  Richmond,  North  York- 
shire. disagrees  that  money  is  an 
incentive.  His  harvest  this  year 
included  a 2‘:  lit  tomato,  a W'zlb 
.ucumher  and  a 30|b  watermelon. 


Allan  Bagnell,  with  an  outsize 
prize  leek  at  the  Spalding  show 

He  liad  to  remove  the  doors  of  his 
greenhouse  to  extricate  his  prize 
pumpkin,  weighing  6781b. 

"The  prize  money’s  grand,  but 
you're  never  going  to  grow  fat  on 
it,"  Mr  Reid  says.  "It  costs  me  at 
least  £50  to  hire  a van  or  lorry  to  get 
the  produce  to  the  shows." 

Trying  to  glean  the  secrets  of  the 
big  veg  is  often  fruitless.  But  good 
fertiliser  and  plain  water  is  a 
favourite,  and  some  gardeners 
claim  that  a pint,  of  beer  works 
wonders. 

A few  even  suggest  that  chatting 
to  the  plants  promotes  growth. 
Others  are  more  down-to-earth. 
"You  have  to  do  a pH  test  on  your 
soil  and  find  a fertiliser  to  match," 
Mr  Reid  says.  "All  that  other  stuff, 
like  feeding  them  beer,  is  a load  of 
rubbish." 

In  her  book.  Pumpkins  and 
Squash,  Caroline  Boisset  sets 
out  a complex  four-point  plan 
for  any  aspiring  pumpkin 
champion. The  first  step  is  to  dig  an 
enormous  pit  and  fill  it  with  well- 
rotted  farm  manure  and  soiL 
Step  two  involves  planting  ahead 
of  the  last  frost,  then  "planting  out" 
when  two  leaves  appear. 

A baffling  array  of  fertilisers  is 
then  employed  in  a very  specific 
order,  to  plump  up  the  buds. 
Generous  watering  and  high-phos- 
phate fertiliser  follows,  and  on  cool 
summer  nights,  pumpkins  should 
be  covered. 

Despite  her  advice,  Ms  Boissef  is 
not  enthusiastic  about  growing 
giant  vegetables. 

"I  think  they  give  vegetables  a 
bad  name.  It  puts  people  off 
growing  pumpkins,  because  they 
feel  they  cant  grow  the  large  ones. 
Even  if  they  do^  people  dont  tend  to 
eat  them.  Smaller  varieties  are  far 


Jimmy  Reid,  75,  of  Gilling  West  Richmond,  Yorkshire,  had  to  remove  the  doors  of  his  greenhouse  to  extricate  his  prize  6781b  pumpkin 


Where 

size 

matters 

THE  BOOKIES*  favourite  is  a 
farmworker  wbo  prefers  to  remain 
anonymous  and  keeps  his  speci- 
men under  sacks,  away  from 
plying  eyes.  Bnt  Freddie  Parker, 
.aged  12.  is  rumoured  to  have  the 
biggest  in  the  village.  And  this  has 
left  Michael  Kerslake,  a local 
builder,  none  too  pleased:  his  is 
only  the  size  of  a football.  Anjana 
Ahuja  writes. 

We  are  discussing  the  pumpkin 
war?.  The  main  topic  of  conversa- 
tion in  the. village  of  Washfield, 
Devon,  has  been  rhe  annual  com- 
petition, to  bd  held  tonight,  to  find 
the  heayiest  pumpkin. 

'It  is  dear  that  showing  your 
puihpfcin  is  a solemn  business. 
Not  even  the  competition 
organisers  .are  above  suspicion. 
The  later  the  judging,  the  more 
likely  it  is  that  some  pumpkins  will 
have  rotted,"  says  Frederick,  own- 
er. of  “TheChosen.  One",  which 
already  wei  ghs  about  85lb. 

Pete  Bennett,  holder  of  the 
village  record  (a  128-pounder  m 
1994)  is  doubtful  about  entering 
this  year.  A rival  has  pointed  out 
that  be  fives  outside  the  village,  in 
. Tiverton,  whose  altitude  is  200m 
lower,  than  WashfieJdL  Pumpkins 
grown  in  Tiverton,  says  the  rival 
enjoy  a warmer  climate. 

Mr  Kerslakemsists  that  despite 
.the_  jntei^  jiyplry. . there  is  no 
'“skuJdoggay  Or  nggerypokery", 
although  he  has  heard  that  one 
local  has  taken  to refieving  himself 
over  his  neighbour's  pride  and  joy. 

- All  entrants  must  buy  their 
plants  (which  come  feom  the  same 
batch)  from  the  village  committee 
during  file  summer,  and  27  people 
took  up  the  challenge  this  year. 
Tonight  the  world  wffl  know  who 
has  the  biggest  in  Washfield. 


Freddie  Parker,  12.  with  his 
851b  entry,  “The  Chosen  One* 


superior."  But  they  dont  win 
prizes.  Two  years  ago  Mr  Reid  won 
a holiday  to  America  at  an  annual 
competition  in  Broughton,  near 
Southampton,  bur  his  fear  of  flying 
meant  the  prize  was  passed  to  the 
runner-up. 

Neither  his  prizewinning  pump- 
kins. nor  his  normal-sized  leeks 
and  onions,  are  destined  for  the 
dinner  table.  "1  never  eat  them,  and 
my  wife.  Ivy,  is  sick  ar  the  sight  of 
them,"  Mr  Reid  says.  "I  usually 
give  them  away  or  put  them  on  the 
compost  heap  — after  I’ve  taken  the 
seeds  out." 

Why,  then,  does  he  grow  them? 
To  pass  the  time,"  he'  says.  "You 
cant  just  sit  around  the  house  and 
vegetate," 

• Pumpkin*  and  Squash,  by  Caroline 
Boisett.  is  published  bv  Mitchell- 
Beatify,*!!1*. 


JANE  SPENCER 


iKeu/cdOts  -Hatch 


ON  THE  SPOT:  GREENSTED  CHURCH 


Rural  recommendations 

The  place:  the  riiurohyard  of  Greensted  Church.  Chipping  Ongar. 
Essex,  with  its  majestic  sycamores,  spruces  and  yews. 

The  view:  the  ancient  wooden  church  is  dearly  divided  in  three:  the 
white  tower,  timbered  Saxon  nave  and  brick  chancel. 

Appeal:  unspoilt  and  friendly  with  lots  of  atmosphere 
Historical  interest  people  have  worshipped  here  continuously  for  1.300 
years.  There  is  a grave  thought  to  be  that  of  a 12th-century  crusader,  and 
in  1334  the  TW puddle  Martyrs  were  given  temporary  shelter  nearby. 
Time  to  visit:  any  bright,  autumn  day. 

How  to  get  there:  from  the  A1I3  follow  signs  to  Greensted  Church. 

OS  refe  539/030  on  sheet  167. 

Also  nearby:  Chipping  Ongar  and  its  Motte  and  Bailey  castle  built  in 
1155.  The  secret  nndear  bunker  at  Kelvedon  Hatch  is  three  miles  south. 

Deborah  King 


BRITAIN  has  a magnificent 
new  breeding  bird.  It  is  the 
little  egret,  an  elegant  white 
heron  with  long  plumes  on  its 
back  in  the  summer  — the 
aigrettes  that  milliners  once 
used  to  trim  hats 
These  fine  creatures  have 
been  visiting  us  in  greaterand 

* greater  numbers'  for  some 
years  now.  probably  dispers- 
ng  from  their  colonies  in 

* Brittany  and  western  France, 
rhe  first  three  nests  were 
-ecorded  m summer  1996.  one 

f m Bratvftsca  Island  in  Poole 

Harbour.  Dorset,  the  others 
urther  wesL  but  these  were 
<ept  a treasured  secret 
This  summer,  a colony  of 
ive  pairs  bred  on  Brown  sea. 
ind  one  pair  elsewhere  — and 
he  news  broke  this  week. 

Kevin  Cook  is  the  warden 
in  the  Brown  sea  Island  na- 
ure  reserve,  which  is  leased 
ly  the  Dorset  Wildlife  Trust 
,rom  the  National  Trust.  He 
old  me  ftow,  in  1996,  they 


That’s  no  turkey  - it’s  an  egret 


PETER  SftOWN 


FEATHER  REPORT 


heard  the  egret's  strange 
courting  calls,  (ike  gobbling 
turkeys,  from  a dense  area  of 
trees.  They  guessed  a pair 
might  be  trying  to  breed,  but  it 
was  some  weeks  before  his 
assistant,  Giles  Strother,  saw 
one  with  a stick  in  its  beak. 
and  so  became  the  first  person 
to  observe  a nesting  little  egret 
in  thk  country.  Four  chicks 
were  eventually  hatched  in 
the  bulky  tree  nest  and  three 
of  them  fledged  successfully. 

This  year,  there  were  not 
only  the  five  nesting  pairs,  but 
others  coming  to  roost  in  the 
trees  at  dusk,  with  up  to  20 
birds  present  on  some  sum- 
mer nights.  The  breeding 
birds  could  be  seen  courting 


Egrets  usually  feed  on  the  shrimps  in  brackish  waters 


in  the  treetops.  flying  round 
each  other,  or  dancing  up  and 
down  on  the  branches  with 
their  plumes  waving.  The 
Brownsea  birds  produced  12 
young  between  them.  They 
feed  in  the  brackish  waters  at 


the  edge  of  the  harbour,  and 
behave  quite  differently  from 
our  grey  herons.  The  latter 
stand  very  still,  or  step  cau- 
tiously forward,  before  sud- 
denly plunging  their  brad 
downwards  and  spearing  an 


unsuspecting  fish.  They  gen- 
erally hunt  alone. 

The  egrets  more  often  feed 
in  small  teams,  and  are  more 
energetic.  As  they  step  for- 
ward they  stir  up  the  mud  and 
disturb  the  shrimps,  then 
chase  them  through  the  water, 
in  the  style  of  greenshanks 
rather  than  herons. 

WITH  LUCK,  the  Brownsea 
colony  will  grow  next  sum- 
mer. and  other  colonies  could 
well  be  founded  in  other  parts 
of  southwest  England.  Per- 
haps they  will  even  become 
common  birds  in  Britain. 

In  Italy  (where  many  tour- 
ists have  watched  them  in  the 
Venice  lagoonj  there  arc  some 
colonies  with  more  than  L000 
noisy,  squabbling  pairs  nest- 
ing in  them.  Global  warming 


may  be  responsible  for  the 
spread  of  this  mainly  Medi- 
terranean species  In  northern 
Europe,  and  their  dramatic 
arrival  here. 

There  are  plenty  around  at 
present,  mostly  in  estuaries 
and  other  quiet  waters  in 
southern  England.  A good 
place  to  see  a flock  this 
weekend  will  be  the  Exe 
estuary  in  Devon.  Apart  from 
their  gleaming  white  plum- 
age, they  have  a sharp  black 
bill,  long  black  legs  and  (when 
they  lift  them  out  of  the  water) 
yellowish  feet  They  are  quite 
unmistakable,  and  drey  are  a 
thrilling  sight 

. Derwent  May 

• What’s  about:  Birders— watch  . 
forbmmbUngs  among ftadcs  of  - 
finches.  Twitdisrs  — Bath'S  reed 
warbler  at  Flam  bcmieh  Head. 
Bast  Yorkshire: fried  meatear' 
also  in  East  Yorkshire:  Hum* : 
wa rider  at  Holme.  Norfolk.  . 
Details  from  Birdline.  0891 
700222.  Calls  cost  SOp  a ruinate- 


NEWS  SPORT  WHAT^N  R*  KNOWLEDGE  mosey  $HCIP?R,G  T.U* 


"Will  things  have 
changed  by  the  time 
I turn  the  page?” 

Tlw  tlung  about  news  s,  <*s  newer  new  for  long. 

But  tinea*  <ne  nwflabfe  mformatonand  Internet  service,  always  has 
. the  latest  Sky  News  provides  trews,  sport  and  business  stories 
from  a amd  the  «v*f  and  updates  around  tte  ckxk  as 

WhKlimeansIhat  you  are  kept  informed  at  every  turn, 

Tiy.tioeOne  and  the lotarner REE.  CM 0800  HI  210. 


It  s what  you  want  to  know 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
CALL:  0171 680  6860 
FAX:  017!  481 9313 
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Price  £69. 
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48  hi  Deco 


Alrtrfe  fo  measure 

LADIES  SKIRTS 
&c  TROUSERS 

any  shape 
any  size 
any  style 


TkadBiiHttl  Bri«Hi 
qnaBty  tafladng 

♦ 100s  of  styles  in  over 
lOOdaths-sftfezfci 
ASne.  mannings 
you  name  it/ 1 

♦ Easy  seftmeosuring 

in  the  comfort  of  you- 
own  home  or 
measurements  taken 
fcmyoir  own  garment 
♦MaUoreterservicB 


Pure  Silk 
Luxury  Robe 


Wraebergs  Estab&ted  lono 
Dept  TX  Camart  House, 

15  Cowper  Road,  Leeds  L997HR. 


100%  PURE 
CASHMERE 

2 Ply  at  a special  price 
£99 

Ccmfc-gcn'a  tang  ifawdwnMi, 
*V*  <r  Ctcw  oedt  m <M(  bbe.  Braes, 
hwgndjy  ornrid  gity,  abb  tafia 
orvaod  twin  sets  lVtiliMfi. 

Teh  9181-877  9635  (24  Ars) 
CHELSEA  TRADING  Co  Ltd 
Bemcn  Knfldlng,  Jews  Row 
London,  SWJSJTN 
Race  0181-877  9645 


FROM  AMMO  Tf£  WOULD 


AT  REAL  VALUE  FOR 
MONEY  PRICE 


■SBfflflffi 

rv&cmum- 


Siritabia  for 
Men  A Woman 
U»rtknq«0» 
puntakFUftedvifta 
th>taccteiM>  targe 
P «te&  a te  Mr  and 

Utenpii  tea.  Enjoy 

He  comfcn  ate  Ad  rf 
atengnifua* 
tefltwsfatete 

(teMfettehapWn 

HojaiandFtaby.a 
faFteyPtea 
tehltayaMw 
bxfcgart. 
rUyndfaateatte. 
Money  back  gnanrteol  net 
<MsfttdSesK&U.L.XL 


TABLESAFE 

HEAT  RESOTWT  PROTECTION 
FORYOutmai^m 


30%  OFF 


•CIGARS  DIRECT* 

FREEPOST  SN1720. 
THAT CHAM.  RGlfl  SWA 

Tel/Fax:  01635  887117 


f CA$JL£  COMPOS 

SKIDPAN 

iMm  bawta  control  a 
car  in  wet  or  Icy 

condition*. Wo 

provide  Ok  cere  end 
ktstrudSon.  Had  dev 
course  » <eeel  tun  end 


Custom-made 
any  see, 

any  shape.  'Eabiesale 
protects  your  pofished  table  against 

heat  and  stajns  Car  be  reversed  tor 

use  as  a wring  surface. 

Deftvery  7-W  days.  Whte  or  phone 
for  defafe  and  sample. 

HBUSAfE 

2A  FEfiHWO  PUCE.  tOIOCH  NW1  8EI 
TEL:  0171267  5638  or  0171482  tC21 


GfFT  VOUCHERS  UAKE  EXCELLENT 
cHRtsnus  PREsans 


Jet  (01249)  782101 


£29.95 


NORFOLK  TRAVELLER 

SQllUeni 
SlSibtUX. 

Hi-iec  . ;:.-f 

mbbbb  ,vv\’  :*'r- . 

icl 


Anr>g^tc«Mahetteti»Mlyie|ih.4>tugfidwiiheuimt>fcitlrlnriAfc 
TJon  cooing.  CnW  folded  optppotiayearpoefcet.  Heel  fu  mraffiaa- 
Felly  foel  end  fmahrd  eith  e tenter  enter  bead.  State  S 55* 56cm. 
M 57-SBcm,  L 59cm.  XL  6061cm.  Colaoa  Ofc*e  Ocm  red  DewttSnd. 

For  quidc  48  hour  dopatch 

c^omoo0171  371  8998 

or  write  tosNafcBt  Has,  Uak  7,  TbclaSiw  Onrrr,  Raleys  Lane. 

LaodmSW62BW.Fax  0171 371  7011 
Tee  eee  be  let  dtefcef  ate  dfce  Fli—c  mate  HeeAert  web 
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Ring  now" on  our 
24  HOUR  ORDER  & 
BROCHURE  HOTLINE 
I 0171  274  3387 

an  Jtu  otpr  ttc9.  freepost; 

P0  Bat  3*32,  LaaJsflSE59Sn 

Mg^^teenteeai^e  tele*,  let 


1 
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Enjoy  using  and  17  D F VT  P XT 
improving  your  X1  IV  Hi  H V>  XX 
With  .d*  “ttc  Ooour-TA  tnuede 
The  French  language  mogazhse  for  UK  readers 

Hitet ainiiHp  eiticlee  in  French:  grant  tltrin  xwrim  M-tiaite, 
plmtanmont  crossword,  etc 

Used  end  recommended  by  many  French  teachers,  this 
bt-mootHy  magpriae.  wwhrme  many  truatetioB  aids  to  assist 
comprehension  and  eajoymete. 

Subscribe  atMuatd  receive  oar  FREE  jmQ-aa  STUDY  OUIDBS 
sabea^ttoau  £15^0  (pool  free) 

Ordera (post free) tec  jU  Ife dW 

.MA  1311(M).  Maidstone  ME159SR 


The  secret  of  healthy  sleep 


.xests  with  Adjustamatic 

•<s  • IT  yon  suffer  from:-  Arthritic  & Rheumatic  pain 

• Stiff  neck  • Stress/Trasion  • Poor 
circulation .»  Hiatus 
hernia  - Swollen  legs 
• Water  retention  or 
Respiratory  problems  - 
AnAdjustamaric  bed  can. 
I transform  the  quality  of  your 

PmSmm  sleepmgandwakinglifc.^^ 


CAIL  Hahn  ' NOW  FOR  YOUB 
FREE  “SECRETS  OF  A GOOD  H/QHTS  SUSP1 
BOOKLET  AND  COLOUR  BROCHURE 


7 DAY- 24 HR  FREEPHONE 


The  Loden 
Collection 

Traditional  style  and. 
natural  warmth 


Chm/c  Loden  Coots  end 

{Quoting  Jackets  teem  tie* 
ebo  tereechce.  Jn^cts,  mu 

end  Beg  far  Besttog 
end  Itewy  Sloe 

. Telephone  017683  53118 
Fez:  017688  58811 
or  write  far  your  fc«e  colour  brochure 

BORN  for 
32  LODEN  m 

Tbe  VUu  Hour.  Appleby  ta  TOatawrtand. 

CunOrttCAIBgCF  IT 


ANIMAL 

■LOVERS 


GIVE 

AN 

UNUSUAL 

GIFT 


Adopt  a rescued 
pig,  donkey,  duck, 
ez-raeekone,  goal, 
laab,  torkoy,  tn 
or  et-battety  heo 
(min  £6  yearly)  to 
receive  ttrce  yeady  pbotos  and  news. 
Creates  awrwess  am  bdpsft)  feed  and 
ore  for  nr  rescued  ankaafs. 

Write  far  detail  ef  our  mt  ad  gHstr 

HBride  Animal 


HR127U  W:  91663891227 
Fas  01603  191458 

Hillside  Christmas  Cards 
rn  colour  peck  oi  B - ELB5 

HfUsIda  1998  Calendar 
12  Sanetnry  Scows 
AieohMr 'E1JB 

Prices  bdude  P&P.  Prompt  DeBvery 

CitdB  art  ortes  A daaOwi  wdflae 
Dnpespayrte  please  tt 
Brils  Jtei!  Sasetav  Ltl 

(Co.  8^3027338) 


MEN 

does  rauR  size  & 

POTENCY  MATTER ? 


vn  * PMTLSIA4.  etem  !•«  OB  LU  « 
MM 

ate 


witte4WEBCS 
XT  NOW  B>  MK  )W  HtEE  ntet 
(mu  -ter  ^ide  mi  tm&enbal  met). 


Sand!  x lacbsc  sampsta 
Detar  FuMihing  (PrytTM), 
tt.ro  Box  22  PlyiTutBcJc, 


Country  lifestyle 


G&fUlNE  NORWEGIAN  SWEATERS 

ONLY  £49  note  _ 


ttK,  phcwolev.'taiMfcreriuirls 
COUNTR  UFBTYU  fIIN> 

ate  BU  bBO 


Qnnitn  Funuarr 


r»,inMfi  i-mn--i 


■ DnsHw 
ttej 
nHURcaiiMiJr 

TEL:  (01845)  522000 


ANTIQUE  DESKS 

Large  Stocks  of  old  desks,  Oak,  Mahogany, 
Walnut,  Victorian,  Edwardian.  Rolltop,  Cylinder, 
Partner’s,  Dickens  and  Pedestal  Desks. 

Free  delivery  within  mainland  UK. 

DON  SPENCER  ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 

(01926)  499857  - (01928)  4079S9 
Mobile  0836  525755 
wwwjuiUqucKleslum.Dl: 

OLD  DESKS  PURCHASED 
36A  Market  Piece,  Wnnrtck.  (Beneath  Vintage  Antique  Centre) 
v-anttqnc-dtsfce.co.Bk 


rz 


MORIARTI’S 

SOLID  PINE 
STORAGE  BEDS 


THE  DUFELECOAT  COMPANY 

£149.95 

ph»£4p&p 

The  very  finest 
doflccoau  made  in 
England  by  Gbverall. 

This  b the  classic  and 
unchanged  design, 
made  to  tan  and  keep 
you  warm  year  after 
year.  £149.95  - plus 
£4  postage  and  pack- 
ing. Colours:  Cardi- 
nal Red,  Navy  Blue, 
Conifer,  Camel. 
Charcoal  Grey,  and 
Teal.  Sues:  32*  - 48* 
or  ladies’  8 - 20. 

Kor  7 day  despatch 
or  full  colour 
brochure  call 

6io  9050 

The  DufHecoat  Company.  Unit  7.  The  Talma  Centre.  Bagleys 
Lane.  London  SW 6 2BW  Fax  0171  371  7011 

Yi*m  be  mm  doate  taste  tafca.  Nan  rpotar  / km  do  bm  nefcia  rarMilnc 


M j 


0800  805000 


FABULOUS  NEW  PATENTED  SYSTEM 

Forjaamdatunu/imgly  easy  to  assemble  fitted  wardrobes 
A WARDROBE  ERECTED  IN  MINUTES  FROM  SLIDING  P/NELS 


Far  Ac  as  with  few  QIY  tadb.  As  tageamn  system  of  taUnf  ptes  eaabfc*  joo  lu  fil 
Bp  ID  cdBag  fcdgfcu  cl  12  fiea  or  note.  Ml  nape  of  tearing  ttadet  etc. 

SUPERB  QUALITY  - AGGRESSIVELY  LOW  PRICES 

Design  spxialisiblbroflkcf  Afl  convert  ■***>  ■ **  wtimwte. 

UK  igaa  for  tomrioni  soBd  wood  fitted  fanimrc  and  waB-bcdt 

NEW  PRODUCT  LAUNCH  DISCOUNTS  AVAOJBLE  NOW 
Details,  broctnnes,  advice,  Tek  0181 3302230 
Rkfamond  Luxury  Rned  Wardrobes  I M 


I ftor  NEW  colour  brochure  J 

PHONE 

.(01233)  850214, 


COMPUTER  DESKS 

te  Uncart  Amqix  Byte  cabioea  ro  Mri«  trrepmm  fcr  the  home  S office  enrsnofnem , 
soUd  Mabogriiy,  tCWma,  Yew,  BudKye  M«pk  md  iO  oeba-  excw  «oodL  Made  by 
m 3 imps  to  s»  all  Ifcryfci  It  nasoc  gmqa. 
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Hand  tailored  Pins  Twos 
and  Trousers  for 
Gentlemen 

From  £39.95 

Chctet  from  maletka, 
tartan  card,  flannel, 
breed  aad  golf  checks 

m Mn4»  tO  OMMDV 

avvicn  available 
• Ideal  fcr  ffdf  and 
country  wear 
Call 

01132488160 

far  yonr  FRKB 

STAMFORD 

CLOTHIERS 

Dqitmo  York  fiooiLwdfl  LS98RH 


Free  survey.  Fast  installaaon.  24-hour  caff  out.  Full  warranty. 

Call  or  write  0800  715  422  ext.  902 


Name. 


Address. 


PoKcode- 

Soraab  South.  Dtp r *02.  FREEPOST SA.144,  SfauUfts 
Anknn:  Hans  SP10  3BR.  --— 


The  world's  most  chosen  stairlifi 


Mile 


T » 


Chronometer.  Watch  & Nautical  instrument  Manufacturer. 

Tc  the  Right  Honourable  (he  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Gifts  to  Treasure 

come  Rain  or  Shine 


R :W  . ji 

V-  ‘4 4F  f 


BRITISH  ANTI OUt  REPLICAS 


733  SCHOOL  CLOSt,  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE,  BURGESS  WLL  peraw G0«n&BQsn»i} 
WEST  SUSSEX  UPS  MX  MbnSat  9 am -5130 pm.  Ttt  01444 MSST/ 


BIGGEST  EVER  REPR0  MEGASTORE 

4,000  SaFT  OF  MASSIVE  CHOICE 
HIGH  QUALITY  - NO  RUBBISH 
25  YEARS  OF  UNSURPASSED  PERSONAL  SERVICE 
SHOPS  AND  SUPERSTORE  PRICES  MADE  TO 
LOOK  SILLY  WITHOUT  PHONEY  DISCOUNTS  OR 
INTELLIGENCE  INSULTING  GIMMICKS! 


CARL  T0SNER 

‘THE  KING  OF  REPRO” 

“SIMPLY  THE  BEST’ 

Nazsing  Glass  Industrial  Estate 

NazeingNew  Road,  Broxboume,  Herts 

01992  441624 

Ctoen:  Friday,  Saturday.  Sunday  and  Monday 

lQamto4prn&8chdey  . 

. Mffnites(roftiM25andA1Q 


THE  VELVET  NORFOLK  HAT 

Hie  very  best  velvet  has  been  used  to  make  this  classic 
autumn  hat.  The  wide  brim  offers  protection  from 
the  weather  hut  still  allows  the  hat  to  he  folded  fiat 
for  travelling.  Warm  and  wonderfully  soft.  Hand 
washable.  £23.95  plus  £2  p&p.  Colours: 
Chocolate  Brown,  Ruby  Red,  Bottle 
Green  and  Black.  Sizes:  S 54-55cm, 
M 56-57011,  L 58cm  and  XL  59cm. 

Eor241irDesp2i!ch0171  371  8998 

Hats,  Unit  7,  The  Talirm  Centre, 
Bagleys  Lane,  London  SW62BW.  E»tUd 

lax  0L71 371  7011  ggjjg 

Plcuc  sfct&tf  if  5bB  do  doc  vtih  D receive  dtnik  el  odta  cfica 
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Would  you  spend  20p  to  make  £250? 


A new  book  reveals  how  to 
make  money  simply  collect- 
ing autographs  from  famous 
people.  Many  autographs 
can  be  worth  hundreds,  if 
not  thousands  of  pounds  and 
you  can  get  them  FREE 
(other  than  the  cost  of  a 
stamp)-  All  you  have  to  do  is 
simply  write  to  the  person 
and  ask.  Most  celebrities  are 
more  than  happy  to  give  you 
their  autograph  and  of  course 
there  are  thousands  of  them 
to  write  to.  Here  are  a few 
facts  from  The  Autographed 
Photograph  Guide: 

• Expert  tips  on  how  to  find 

the  addresses  of  the  stars. 

• How  to  write  a letter  that 
ensures  you  get  a reply. 

• Standard  letters  that  have 
proven  to  work  in  die  past 

• Why  it  is  sometimes  impor- 
tant to  include  a. gift. 

• Why  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  celebrity  to  reply  to  your 
letter. 


AUTOGRAPHED  PHOTOS 
DEALER'S  ASKING  PRICE 


Jon  Bon  Jovi — Cl  30 

David  Bov/ifl £250 

P tans  Beaman X125 

Soon  Connery £225 

Jamie  Loe  CuWii. -£T25 

Nidc  Faldo.-- £125 

Harrison  Fond  ......... — .£1 75 

Michael  Jocfcson £300 

A!  Patino £150 

Pope  John  Paul  H £575 

Pnnee -£375 

Robert  Radford  ....... £150 

Winona  Ryder £175 

Claudia  Schiffer JE150 

O J Simpson ....£275 

Steven  Spielberg XI 75 

Mike  Tyson £175 


• Why  you  should  never  have 
an  autograph  dedicated  to 
yourself. 

• The  easiest  and  quickest 
way  bo  sell  your  autographs. 
« A list  of  specialist  auctions 
and  dealers  where  you  can 
sell  your  autographs. 

* How  to  get  the  best  price 
for  your  autographs. 

* and  much,  much  more. 


Not  only  can  you  make  large 
sums  of  money,  just  think 
how  much  more  interesting 
your  post  will  be  in  the 
morning  - you*  II  be  receiv- 
ing letters  from  Hollywood 
actors  and  actresses,  world 
leaders,  pop  stars,  sports 
stars... 

To  order  your  copy  of  The 
Autographed  Photograph 
Guide,  send  your  name,  add- 
ress and  book  title  with  pay- 
ment (Cheque/Switch  with 
issue  noWisa  or  Mastercard 
with  exp.  date)  of  £9.95  which 
includes  postage  and  han- 
dling to  CarneD  Ltd.  Dept 
APGI,  Alresford,  nr.  Col- 
chester, Essex  C07  8AP.  or 
telephone  their  24  hour  order 
line  on  01206  825600  (quot- ' 
ing  above  Dept  code).  Allow 
up  to  14  days  for  delivery. 
You  may  return  the  book  any 
rime  within  three  months  for 
a refund  if  not 
satisfied.  E\°yi5 


• Over  150  timepieces  and  weather  instruments  created  by  SewBts... 
a company  whose  heritage  spans  200  years  and  whose  commitment  to  quality  is  absolute. 

• Individually  created  by  Master  Craftsmen  •Prices  from  £70  to  £4,000 

• Unique  10  year  guarantee  • Interest  Free  Credit  (subject  to  status} 

Send  for  details  of  our  5 exclusive  collections  nowand  Journey  back  toa  golden  age  of  craftmanship. 

5 EXCLUSIVE 
COLOUR 
BROCHURES 
PUIS  details  of  a valuable  FREE  GIFT 


FREE 


CALL  TODAY 

0151  708 
0099  ^ 

LINKS  Ol’KN  2 1 III  U K> 


OR  POST  NOW- NO  STAMP  NEEDED 

Sewilb,  FREEPOST  (LV  7185)  P.0.  Box  251 , Liverpool  LB9  3BR. 
Fax;  01 51  708  6777.  E mail:  sawffla@northwesLco.uk. 

Web  Site:  http://www.8ewills.eo.uk. 


Name  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 
Address 


Postcode 


17125107 
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SHOPAROUND 

TO  ADVERTISE 
€ALL:‘0371 6S0  6860 
.FAX:  0171 481 9313 

GREAT  TRAVEL  VIDEOS 

Exciting  Places!  Exceptional  Value! 


lie  Great  WoHd  (rase  of  the  QE II 

Around  The  World  hi  First  Class  Style! 

Lean  back  in  your  deck  chair  and  get  ready  for  the 
travel  adventure  of  a lifetime  aboard  the  sumptuous 
thirteen  story  high  ship,  the  Queen  Elizabeth  0. 

You'll  leave  New  York  City  for  a warm  weather 
cruise  that  will  take  you  south  to  Miami, 

Martimque.  over  the  equator  to  Salvador  and 
fabulous  Rio,  across  the  South  Atlantic  to 
Capetown  and  the  exotic  island  of  Mauritius.  Then  sail  east  to  such  hot  spots 
as  Sri  l*nka,  India,  Singapore  and  Hong  Kong.  Your  next  stop  is  Tokyo, 
then  across  the  Western  Pacific  to  Honolulu,  Las  Angeles  and  down  to  sunny 
Acapulco.  Glide  through  the  amazing  Panama  Canal  to  Curacao  and  finally 
back  to  New  York  City  where  Lady  Liberty  greets  you  upon  your  return  from 
this  incredible  one  and  a half  hour  journey  through  the  majesty  of  the  world. 

QE2  World  Cruise  Video  £14.95  90  nans. 

The  Trans-Australia  Train  Ride 

Journey  along  2,700  miles  of  rail  between 
Sydney  and  Perth,  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Indian  Oceans.  Beginning  in  Sydney,  travel 
the  streets  of  this  amazingly  modem  city  set  to 
hold  the  Olympics  in  the  year  2000.  h the 
wide  open  spaces  just  a few  hours  beyond 
Sydney,  learn  about  the  aboriginal 
'Drearntime"  stories  that  reveal  glimpses  of 
the  oldest  surviving  culture  on  Earth.  Enjoy 
the  uniquely  Australian  flora  and  fauna,  and 
taste  exotic  bush  foods  like  quandogs  and  yabbies  served  " 
in  the  elegant  dining  cars  as  they  pass  through  the  country  where  these 
delicacies  grow  in  the  wild. 

Volume!  Sydney fo Adelaide  £14.95  50mms. 

Volume  II  Adelaide  to  Perth  £14.95  50  nuns. 

Volume I&U  £24.90  FreeP&P. 


Aumm . 
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2 Exciting 

. Volumes! 


San  Franasco 


City  By  The  Bay 

Visit  the  romantic  and  cosmopolitan  “City  By 
The  Bay.. .where  little  cable  cars  climb  halfway 
to  the  stars."  You’D  not  only  fly  over  the  city, 
but  also  board  a cable  car  on  your  way  to 
Fisherman’s  Wharf.  Stand  by  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  in  afl  its  regal  majesty  and  watch 
the  fog  roll  in  as  you  cross  the  Bay  to  Alcatraz! 

A once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  to  see  afl  the  sights  of 
one  of  the  greatest  cities  in  the  world. 

Son  Francisco,  Gty  By  The  Bay  £14.95  80  mins. 


A Welsh  Railway 
Spectacular 


The  famous  “Ffestiniog  Line",  the  most  famous 
Great  little  Train  of  Wales,  is  the  focal  point 

of  this  hour  long  journey  aboard  the  great  Welsh 
trains.  A gentle  meander  through  the  quiet  countryside  of  Wales 

allows  the  traveller  to  take  in  the  summer  sunshine  on  the  coast  all  the 

way  to  Barmouth. 

Travel  the  Heart  Of  Wales  line  through  Llandrindad  Wells  and  then  the 
beautiful  Conwy  Valley  line  to  Llandudno. 

Welsh  Railway  Spectacular  £13.95  60  mins. 

The  Orient  Express 

The  Ride  Of  A Lifetime 

Return  to  the  glory  days  of  railway 
splendour.  With  this  history-making  video, 
you’ll  thrill  to  the  sights,  sounds  and  magic 

of  another  era,  the  days  and  nights  when 

The  Orient  Express,  the  world's  most 

famous  train,  linked  the  great  cities  of 
Western  Europe  with  the  Danube,  the  Balkans, 
and  faraway  lands  beyond. 

For  nearly  a century,  movie  stars,  heads  of  state. 

royalty  and  robber  barons  wined  and  dined  in  the 

ratified  elegance  of  Victorian  dining  cars  as  they 

raced  along  under  the  stars  to  exotic 

destinations. 

Rare  archive  scenes  of  the  golden  age  of  rail  travel  trace  this  great  train’s 
birth,  success  and  decline.  This  historic,  one  hour  video  then  revisits  its 

phoenix-like  restoration,  and  indudes  behind-the-scenes  footage  showing 

how  The  Orient  Express  is  run  and  maintained  today. 

The  Orient  Express  £1 2.95  50  mins. 


1 00%  Money  Back  Guarantee 


Order  now  and  enjoy  any  or  all  videefc)  for  a fuD  30  days. 

If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied,  you  may  return  any  or  all  video® 
for  a fufl  and  immediate  refund.  No  questions  asked! 


Hsysbrtdge  Video.  Dept.  V317.  Hays  House,  Bax  99,  Si.  Ausfcfi,  Cornwall  PL25 
3YD.  We  deliver  to  all  addresses  in  the  UK  and  Ireland.  Orders  from  the  Repubfcc 
of  Ireland  welcome  (Punt-Found).  Ddhray  within  10  days  of  receipt  of  order. 


Scotland's  Tram  Journeys 

Breathtaking^  beautiful  landscapes  unfold  before  your,  very 
eyes  with  this  unique  and  exhilarating  journey  over  the 
railways  of  Scotland. 

Video  highlights  include  the  spectacular  ride  over  Britain's  most 
scenic  railway  from  Fort  William  to  MaDafg  with  the  steam  from  the 
engine  Ailing  the  valley  as  well  as  the  ride  on  an  InterCity  125  over  the 
awe  inspiring  Forth  Bridge. 

This  exhilarating  coast  to  coast  journey  from  Inverness  to  K$de  of 
Lochalsh,  gateway  to  the  Isle  of  Skye,  is  an  unforgettable  trip  over  the 
remote  Far  North  line  to  Wick  and  Thurso. 

Gassk  Rail  Journeys  Of  Scotland  £13.95  60  mins. 

Great  Alaska  Guise 

This  is  a luxury  visit  to  some  of  America's  most 
breathtaking  scenery:  majestic  mountians,  rivers  of  ice, 
endless  tundra,  vastness,  emptiness  and  freedom!  You'll 
leave  Vancouver  on  the  Island  Princess  - 
en  route  for  Anchorage,  Alaska's  largest  city. 

Then  fly  even  further  north  to  the  Arctic  Ocean  at 
Prudhoe  Bay.  Your  return  trip  to  Anchorage  will  take  you  over 
ML  McKmley,  and  then  you  reboard  your  ship  to  travel  through  the  ice 
fields  of  the  Columbia  Glacier. 

The  Great  Alaska  Guise  £14.95  80  mins. 

The  Trans-Siberian  Railway 

The  Longest  Train  Ride  in  the  World 

. ..is  an  astonishing  and  breathtaking  trip  from  Moscow  to  Beging  ■ one  that 
allows  travellers,  for  the  first  time  in  recent  history,  to  explore  and  experience 
far  away  regrans  of  Russia,  Gmra  and  Mongolia  on  tiW  own. 

THROUGH  RUSSIA  ~ 

On  the  first  of  these  fascinating  videos,  you  will 
experience  the  spirit  of  a changing  nation.  Visit 
Irkutsk,  the  ‘Paris  of  Siberia.’  Explore  Lake  Baikal, 
the  deepest  lake  in  the  world,  into 
which  336  rivers  flow,  and  only 
one  flows  out  Marvel  at  the  vast 
expanses  of  this,  the  largest 
country  in  the  world. 

INTO  CHINA  ^ 

Probe  the  caves  of  Yungang  where  51,000  Buddha 
statues  are  hidden  inside  the  mountain,  and  explore 
the  famous  tombs  of  tire  Ming  Dynasty.  After 
crossing  the  Great  Wall  of  China,  celebrate  the  first 
full  moon  after  the  Chinese  New  Year! 

£14.95  50  hubs. 
£14.95  50  mins. 
£24.90  FreeP&P. 
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Volume  2 


Volume  I Through  Russia 
Volume  II  Into  Ohiia 
Volume  i & II 

The  Call  Of  Hawaii 

Beautiful  South  Seas  Melodies,  Magnificent  Sights  & Sounds 

Here  is  a chance  to  kick  off  your  shoes  as  you  listen  to  some  of  the  most 
soothing  music  you  could  ever  hope  to  hear. 

See  the  majesty  of  Diamond  Head...feei  the 
tranquility  of  the  rain  forest... witness  the 
elegant  beauty  of  the  high  waterfalls... the 
calm  of  the  surf  at  WaikikL 


Luxuriate  on  a bed  of  beautiful  music 
which  will  carry  you  along  on  this  exotic 
joumey...Blue  Hawaii. Aloha  Oe... 

Sweet  Leilani...  Ebb  Tide... Harbour 

Lights... ytoon  Of  Manakoora...My  isle  Of  Golden  Dreams... 
and  more. 

The  CaU  Of  Hawaii  £12.95  30  mins. 


HAYSBRIDGE  VIDEO 


TRAVEL  COLLECTIONS 


& 24  HOUR  ORDERING  SERVICE  & 

0990  110  156 

NATIONAL  CALL  RATE 


VISA 


Ran  Adventures 


Take  your  seat  for  this  South-West  England 
spectacular.  Ride  the  Main  Line  through  Cornwall, 
starling  at  Brunei’s  Royal  Albert  Bric^ge  across  the  River  Tamar, 
and  then  take  the  branch  lines  to  Looe  and  St.  Ives.  Experience  the 
old  steam  trains  at  DotnwaHsand.  Bodmin  and  then  step  on  the 
unique  street-running  railway  at  Weymouth.  AD  this  and  more  while 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  Cornwall  and  Dorset  rushes  by  die  windows. 

South  West  England  Railways  £13.95 


60  lams. 


The  Great  North 


The  Great  Canadian  Train  Ride  aboard 
The  Canadian  is  one  of  the  longest  and  most 
1 luxurious  train  rides  in  the  world  and  the  pride 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  rail  system  Inaugurated  in 
1955,  The  Canadian  has  been  gloriously  restored  and 
carries  you  through -Canada’s  most  magnificent  scenery.  Highlights  of 
your  trip  indude  visits  to  Winnipeg,  Saskatoon,  Edmonton,  Jasper, 
Lake  Louise,  Banff,  Vancouver  and  Victoria. 

The  Great  Trans-American  Train  Ride  puts  you  aboard  the  fabled 
Broadway  Limited  from  New  York  through  Philadelphia  , 
Pittsburgh,  and  points  beyond.  Then  at  Chicago’s  Union  Station, 
youH  transfer  to  the  hHeud  California  Zephyr  for  a ride  across  vast 
prairies  and  into  the  American  West  From  Salt  Lake  CHy,  The 
Desert  Wind  takes  you  through  the  towering  ranges  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  finally  to  Las  Angeles.1  . 

Volume  I The  Great  Gmadhm  Tram  Ride  £14^95  80  mins. 
Volume  II  The  Great  America  Train  Ride  £14.95  90  mins. 
Volume  I & II  £24.90  FreeP&P. 

Where  Jesus  Wdked 

Visit  sacred  places,  then  and  now 

Now,  through  the  magic  of  .video,  you  can 
walk  in  Jesus’  footsteps  through  the  Holy 
Land.  Stand  on  theses  where  Christianity 
was  bom.  Where  miracles  took  place. 

Where  the  course  of  civilization  was 
changed  forever. 

Peer  into  the  well  at  the  ate  of  the 
wedding-at  Cana  where  He  turned  water 
into  wine.  Gaze  upon  the  Church  of  the  Beautitudes,  erected  on  the 
mount  where  Jesus  taught 

With  Where  Jesus  Walked  travel  to  the  place  where  He  fed  5,000 
followers  with  2 small-fish- and  5 loaves  of  barley  bread,  Look  into  the 
tomb  from  which  Lazarus  was  brought  back  frorii. the  dead...  Gaze  out 
over  Jerusalem  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  as  Jesus  did  that  Passover 
season...  Feel  the  shadowy  stillness  in  the  cenacle  where  the  Last  Supper 
is  believed  to  have  taken  place.  Retrace  His  steps  on  the  walk  to  Calvary, 
and  enter  the  walled  garden  where  the  tomb  of  Jesus  stands  empty. 

Where  Jesus  Walked  £14.95  55  mms. 

New  Zealand  & Australia  QE  II  Guise 

No  other  documentary  series  has  ever  completely  captured  the 
charm  and  grace  of  the  last  of  the  great:  superfiners! 

Join  us  as  the  QE2  sets  sail  for  a voyage  “down  under".  Three  of 
the  world's  most  popular  travel  experiences: 
the  sweeping  panorama  of  Australia,  the  . 
majesty  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  beauty  of 
the  QE2.  Experience  the  hearty  welcome 
Australia  gives  as  the  QE2  sails  into  the 
beautiful  and  grand  Sydney  harbour,  where. 
the  Opera  House  and  Harbour  Bridge  greet 
you.  Visit  the  island  state  of  Tasmania  and 
the  dty  of  Perth,  and  explore  the  mighty  outback  where  Ayers  Rock 
awaits!  Explore  the  natural  beauty  of  New  Zealand’s  geothermal  world  of 
geysers  and  cool  off  on  top  of  Mount  Cook  and  the  Southern  Alps! 

Lean  back  in  your  deck  chair  and  enjoy  international  journeys  amid  the 
unparalleled  bcuiy  of  the  QE2. 67,000  tons,  almost  1,000  feet  long  and 
able  to  carry  more  than  1,500  passengers  and  1,000  crew,  the  QE2  is  a 
marvel  unto  herself!  . \ 

New  Zealand  & Australia  QEHGufse  £14.95  80  mins. 


BUY  2 OR  MORE  VIDEOS  AND  GET  POST  & PACKING  ABSOLUTELY  FREE!  SAVE  £3! 
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Sub -Total 
Postage  and  Handling 
Cheque  or  Card  Total 


Total  Price 


£3.00 


Hay  sb ridge  Video,  Dept  V317 
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AE6  million  millennium  project  to 
restore  church  bells  in  at  least  IQO 
communities  in  Britain  could  be  in 
jeopardy  because  of  bureaucracy 
u*ne  oi  only  two  surviving  foundries  in  the 
Whilechapel  Bell  F.X£! 
whirft  began  casting  bells  in  1570  and  is  a 
survivor  of  the  Fire  of  London,  ^ ^ 
ahnost  nothrng  for  the  -Ringing  in  of  the 
Millennium-  celebrations,  because  it  takes 
so  Jong  for  everyone  to  go  through  ail  the 
hoops  required  by  the  MOlenrdum  Commis- 
sion before  they  can  receive  funding. 

Alan  Hughes,  the  firm’s  managing  direc- 
tor. believes  it  will  be  a race  against  time  to 
have  the  bells  up  and  ringing  for  January  1 

2000  even  when  the  orders  are  processed  He 
is  also  concerned  that  the  current  shortage  of 

work  will  affect  his  business. 

“Next  week  seven  or  eight  bells 
are  due  to  be  made,”  he  says,  “but  * 
the  following  week  the  number  is  ‘Aft 
down  to  one  or  two.  We  have  pro-  1 

visional  orders  for  40  to  60  bells.-  thnn 

he  adds,  “but  we  can’t  do  any-  uluu 
thing  until  individual  prefects  rvfVl 

have  been  given  the  go-ahead.  If  ulM 
we’ve  still  got  no  confirmations  1^.11 
by  December,  half  of  my  Dell 

workforce  of  28  will  be  doing  , 
nothing.  The  situation  is  threat-  DC  XI 


the  Idea  of  an  umbrella  project  — in  which 
the  voluntary  Central  Council  of  Church 
Bell-Ringers  would  ask  for  funding  for  about 
100  individual  projects  — was  conceived. 

The  application  was  made  in  December 
1995,  and  seven  months  later  the  commission 
announced  that  the  bid  had  been  successful. 
The  grant  was  Cl  million,  with  the  proviso 
that  a jfunher  £3  mzUiori  come  from  local 
fundraising  activities  and  private  donations. 

By  the  end  of  1996, 500  initial  applications 
for  funding  had  been  received.  Of  these;  150 


emng  our  very  existence.”  , 

Bell  work  cannot  be  done  tflTOl 

hastily.  Mr  Hughes  says  that  an  , 
additional  bell  ordered  today  ulC 

would  not  be  in  place  in  the  

church  tower  until  next-  Easter.  . 

taking  into  account  the  designs,  planning 
permission  and  equipment 
Ross  Nuruno.  general  manager  of  bell- 
rope  makers  John  Pritchard  Ropes  in  Lough- 


‘At  noon, 
thousands 
of  church 
bells  wiU 
be  ringing 
throughout 
the  land’ 


borough.  Leicestershire,  says:  “The  project , Friday, 
will  be  a wonderful  boost  to  tiie  industry  and  " Edilc 
a great  way  of  renewing  interest  in  bell-  when 
ringing.  So. far.  though,  there  have  been-  thousai 
plenty  of  faxes  and  plenty  of  quotations  but  througl 
not  a lot  of  hard-and-fast  orders.”  millenc 

The  idea  for  Ringing  in  the  Millennium 
originated  in  Leicestershire,  at  St  Remigius 
in  Long  Clawson,  near  Melton  Mowbray.  ^ 
The  church  wanted  two  lighter  bells  to  add  to 
its  ring  of  six,  but  Dr  Lin  Foxhall  Forbes,  a 7^5^ 
bell-ringer  at  St  Remigius.  reasoned  that  the  0 1483 56 
Millennium  Commission  would  be  unlikely  32/34  w 
to  fund  sueb.a  relatively  small  venture.  So  Pritchar 


co-ftmding  and  48  projects  are  up-  and 
naming.  The  deadline  for  registered  projects 
is1  January  31  1998,  but  no-new  applications 
can  now  be  considered.  Dr  Fbxhafl  Forbes, 
one  of  two  coordinators  of  the  project,  says 
that  approval  of  applications  is  proceeding 
' apace,  and  is  confident  of  meet- 

ing the  target  of  100-plus  projects. 
)Ofl  She  explained  that  some  of  the 
* church  tower  beds  may  not  have 
Jnds  - been  rung  for  a long  time,  while 
others  need  restoring.  Most  of  the 
lTCh  work  wifi  go  to  eight  firms  of  bell- 

hangers. and  the  two  foundries 
that  do  casting  and  retuning. 
W1U  Grants  range  from  £2.000  to 
more  than  £60,000  for  a Soraer- 
set  church  where  bell-ringers 
pv_  _ . could  be  trained.  St  Remigius  has 

,nOUT  received  more  than  £9,000. 

. Meanwhile,  tite  : recruitment 
Hid  drive  to  enlist  5,000  new  bell- 
’ ringers  to  “Ring  in  2000"  contin- 
T!:.  ues.  The.  Ringing  World,  the 
weekly  journal  for  church  bell-ringers,  will 
publish  a monthly  list  of  new  recruits  with 
updates  on  their  progress.  The  first  list  will 
be  published  in  The  Ringing  World  an 


' ' Editor  Una  Stoecklin  says:  “Hopefully, 
when  noon  comes  on  January  1 2000. 
thousands  of  church  bells  wfil  sound 
throughout  the  land,  reminding  us  that  the 
nullenmum-is  a lot  more  than  a big  patty.” 

. Christian  Dymond 

• For  details  on  Ringing  in  the  Millennium, 
contact  Dr  Lin  FaxhalS  Forbes: 01664 822098. 
TinaStoeddin  at  The  Ringing  World: 
014835&/535.  Whitechapel  Bell  Foundry. 

■ 32/34  Whitechapel  Road.  London  £1 IDY.  John 
Pritchard  Ropes:  01509 212400. 


Alan  Hughes  of  the  Whitechapel  Bell  Foundry  is  anxiously  awaiting  orders  for  new  work 


Someone  offers  you  a holiday.  It 
will,  he  says,  be  an  experience 
of  total  relaxation.  No  work,  no 
phones,  no  faxes,  no  cars,  no  shop- 
ping. no  television,  no  radio,  just 
perfect  quiet  and  peace.  Best  of  all. 
there  are  no  bills.  The  holiday  is  free. 

There  is  such  a break.  It  involves  a 
journey,  not  from  one  place  to 
another,  but  from  one  time  zone  to 
another. 

It  is  called  the  Sabbath  —•  the  most 
original  contribution  of  the  Bible  10 
civilisation,  and  -still  the  most 
sublime. 

Today  is  Shabbai  Bereishith.  the 
“Sabbath  of  Beginnings”.  For  the 
past  three  weeks.  Jews  throughout 
the  world  have  been  celebrating  the 
great  sequence  of  festivals  that  mark 
the  beginning  of  the  Jewish  year. 
Rush  Hashanah  (New  Year),  Yom 
Kippur  (the  Day  of  Atonement)  and 
Sukkot  fTabernades). 

Now.  life  gets  back  to  normal.  And 
we  mark  this  point  in  time  by  going 
back,  in  our  regular  biblical  readings 
in  the  synagogue,  to  the  beginning  of  ’ 
Genesis,  with  its  majestic  poem,  on 


The  Sabbath:  our  day  of 
freedom  and  family  life 


the  origins  of  the  universe 
and  its  unexpected  climax  — - 
"bn  the  seventh  day  God 
rested” 

It  is  hard  Jbr  us  today  to 
recapture  the  revolutionary 
strangeness  of  this  idea.  J( 
Every  pagan  religion  had  its 
festivals  and  holy  days.  But 
on  none  was  work  prohibited.  ___ 
They  celebrated  fertility,  birth 
and  death,  the  slow  turn  of  tile 
seasons,  the  mythic  battles  of  the 
gods.  None,  though,  celebrated  rest 
. The  ancients  believed  that  we 
imitate  God  by  exercising  power. 
What  was  novel  about  the  Sabbath 
was  the  idea  that  we  can  imitate  God 
by  doing  nothing,  by  ceasing,  paus- 
ing. resting,  reflecting  and  seeing  that 


JONATHAN 

SACKS 


the  world  is  good.  For  the  Bible,  this 
cannot  be  the  whole  truth,  but  it  is 
part  of  it,  and  we  live  it  one  day  in 
seven. 

The  Sabbath  played  a decisive  role 
in  Jewish  history.  In  the  book  of 
Deuteronomy,  it  became  a central 
defence  of  freedom.  The  Israelites 
had  been  slaves,  and  the  defining 


’ feature  of  slavery  is  less  tite 
physical  burden  of  labour  [in 
a free  society  there  are  still 
workaholics)  than  the  fact 
that  your  time  is  not  your 
own.  You  are  subject  to 
someone  else's  wiU 
The  Sabbath  broke  that 
bondage.  For  one  day  in 
seven,  no  one  could  be  em- 
_ ■ ployed.  Everyone  was  master 

of  his  or  her  time.  The  Sabbath  does 
not  in  itself  create  freedom,  but  it  does 
genera/e  a powerful  appetite  for  it. 
No  one  who  has  experienced  the 
Sabbath  is  content  to  remain  a slave. 

Today,  the  battle  against  slavery 
has  been  won  in  most  parts  of  the 
world.  But  liberal  democracies  haw 
other,  subtler  pressures  of  their  own. 


There  are  times  when  we  work  too 
hard,  drive  too  fast  buy  too  much, 
driven  by  the  thousand  anxieties  of 
everyday  life,  some  real,  others 
imagined. 

For  me.  the  Sabbath  remains  the 
still  point  at  the  centre  of  a turning 
world.  It  is  the  time  when  we  come 
together  as  a family:  eating,  talking, 
singing  and  catching  up  with  one 
another's  company.  We  stop  rushing 
to  make  a living,  and  instead  simply 
live  and  celebrate  life. 

The  Sabbath  is  a world  we  enter 
as  equal  citizens.  The  hierar- 
chies of  work  and  wealth  are 
suspended.  And  as  the  rhythms  of  the 
day  take  over,  I find  myself  once 
again  recalled  ro  the  things  that 
matter  and  that  I sometimes  forget  in 
the  rush  of  weekday  time  — love, 
listening,  the  company  of  family  and 
friends,  the  glory  of  the  created 
world. 

It  remains  a supreme  example  of 
holy  time,  an  oasis  of  rest  in  an 
otherwise  restless  age. 

The  writer  is  Chief  Rabbi 


Friday 

prayers 

Ruth  Gledhill  enjoys 


a lunchtime  Mass 


for  City  workers 


AS  WITH  many  workers  I 
am  instantly  drawn  to  any 
event  with  the  title  “Thank 
God  It’s  Friday”.  This  par- 
ticular invitation  was  to  a 
lunchtime  event.  I was 
expecting  a poppy:  instead 
it  turned  out  to  be  a tradi- 
tionalist's dream. 

The  priest-in-charge,  the 
Ven  Gordon  Reid,  is  unpaid 
in  this  job.  which  he  does  at 
weekends,  lunch  breaks  and 
in  between  being  Vicar- 
General  of  the  Church  of 
England’s  Diocese  of  Gib- 
raltar in  Europe.  St  Mich- 
ael Comhill  was  one  of  the 
many  City  churches  threat- 
ened with  closure  in  tite 
recent  report  of  the 
Templeman  commission 
but  efforts  are  now  being 
made  to  keep  it  alive.  The 
response  to  his  first  TGIF 
Mass  indicated  his  faith 
might  be  justified. 

Among  the  crowd  was  Sir 
Michael  Craig-Cooper. 
director  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Kuwajr  and  master 
of  the  Drapers*  Company. 
The  pews  were  in  tradition- 
al style,  with  livery  shields 
on  the  wooden  hinged  doors 
and  Sir  Michael  took  up 
prime  position  in  the  Drap- 
ers’ pew.  The  service,  with 
the  bells,  the  music,  liturgy 
and  the  setting  itself,  would 
have  been  good  cat  a Sun- 
day morning  in  a cathedral. 
For  a City  lunchtime 
church,  it  was  exceptional. 

We  made  our  “humble 
confession”  to  God  upon 
our  knees.  We  bewailed  our 
sins  and  wickednesses 
which  we  most  grievously 
had  committed  and  the 
burden  of  which  had  be- 
come intolerable.  We  heard 
the  comforting  words: 
“Come  unto  me  all  that 
travail  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I will  refresh  you.” 


AT  YOUR 

SERVICE 


★A  five-star  guide  ★ 

PRIEST:  Ven  Gordon  Herd 
SERMON:  The  importance  ot 
rest  and  recreation.  ★★★★ 
ARCHITECTURE:  Wren. 
Hawksmoor  and 
Scott  ★★★★★ 
MUSIC:  Cornhill  Choir  and 
oganist  James  Hills. 
★★★★★ 

AFTER-SERVICE  CARE: 
Free  lunch. 


The  TGIF  Mass  will  be 
held  on  the  first  Friday  of 
every  month  and  a guest 
speaker  — restricted  to  ten 
minutes  — will  be  invited  to 
preach.  For  this  first 
service.  Archdeacon  Reid 
took  to  the  pulpit  and 
exempted  himself  from  the 
ten-minute  rule. 

The  concept  of  the  Mass, 
he  explained,  came  from  his 
former  posting  as  Anglican 
chaplain  in  Stockholm, 
where  tite  American  ma- 
rines celebrated  the  end  of 
each  week  with  a thank- 
God-tf'5-Friday  party. 

“It  is  about  looking  for- 
ward to  recreation,  thank- 
ing God  that  you  have  3 job. 
that  there  is  something  you 
can  do  for  your  fellow  man. 
to  serve  your  neighbour," 
he  said,  h was  right  that  we 
should  stop  work  at  the  end 
of  each  week,  he  added. 
“Even  God  himself  stopped 
work  and  had  a Sabbath 
day  of  rest" 

He  progressed  through 
the  prayer  of  consecration 
and  communion,  finishing 
just  in  time  to  free  us  for 
work  that  afternoon. 

• Si  Michael  Comhill. 

London  ECX  VDSfltTl-afofWII 


Archdeacon  Gordon  Reid  at  St  Michael's.  Comhill 


Church  Services  tomorrow 


Twenty-second  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
BANGOR  CATHEDRAL;  8 HG  9.45 
Cynmn  Bendigaid:  U Ch  MTeDeuxn  in  C 
{Stanfced);  115  Ch  E;  5 Cosher. 

BELFAST  CATHEDRAL:  10  M;  it  S. 
Euch.  Missa  S.  Jbannis  de  Deo  (Haydn): 
230  RoSPA  Service. 

BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  9 MPi 

9.15  HC:  II  Ch  Ench;  4 Ch  E. 
BLACKBURN  CATHEDRAL:  S HC;  9.15 
M;  10.51  Euch,  Mass  lor  three  voices 
(Byrd).  Canon  Galilee:  4 Ch  E.  . 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  11  Euch. 
Canon  P A Fearcey:  330  £,  Noble  in  B 
minor. 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAL:  7.40  M:  8 HC; 
10  Ch  Euch;  330  Ch  £.  Sunvdon  in  D. 
CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8 HC; 
930  M;  II  S Euch;  3.15  E;  630  United 
Nations  Service  Jbr  World  Peace. 
CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL;  1030  S Euch, 
SumsKSi  in  F;  3 E.  Nbbfe  in  B minor. 
CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL  730 
MP-.8HC.9.30  Eudt  IU5  S Euch.  Leigh  in 
C.  Canon  D Knight;  6 One  World  Week 
Service.  Rev  T Williams. 

CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL  S HC  10 
M;  )1  S EuduChfchester  Mass  (Alhrighfl: 
3 JOE.  Dyson  in  F. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL 
Dubftrr  II  S Each.  Hear  the  voice  and 
prayer  (Tallis);  330  Ch  E. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Ox- 
ford: 8 HC;  10  M:  11.15  S Euch.  Missa.  in 
aanpficiafe  (Langlais),  Canon  Peirce;  6 E. 
CORK  CATHEDRAL  8 Euch:  -11.15  $ 
Euch.  Harford  in  Eh  7 Sung  Compline. 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL  7.40  MP;  8 
C KL30  Eudi.  Rev  J Peay:  5 Oi  E 
DERBY  CATHEDRAL  S HC  10.45  S 
Euch;  6 E.  Sumsfon  in  G.  Ven  1 Gaxford. 
DURHAM  CATHEDRAL  8 HQ  IO  M: 
IMS  HC  Liate  Organ  Mass  (Haydn). 
Canon  M Perry:  330  E.  Wood  in  D. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL  S-fS  HC  1030  S 
Euch.  Darke  in  F.  The  ‘ Dean:  3.45  E. 
CoUegtum  Regale  (Wood). 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL  S HC  9.45  S 
Etch.  Harwood  in  A fiat:  11.15  Univereiiy- 
Service;  3 E.  Nbbfc  in  B minor: 630 ES. 
GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL  8 HC 

10.15  Euch,  Scmfcwd  in  B flat  and  F.  Canon 

X OutSeU:  1215  HC3E.  

GUILDFORD  CATHEDRAL  8 HC:9.4| 
S Sumsian  in  F:  IL 15  M.  Jub&itcin  C 

iBriHMii:  630  E.  Ven  R Reiss 
HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL  8 HC:  10 
Each. /adorn  in  G.  Canon  B Cha yc jj-30 
fcfc  23U  E:  530  ES  far  One  World  Week. 
LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  10  M; 
MUD  Each.  Thr  Bishop  of  Lynn:  4 Ln  tv 
PurceB  jn  G TTimor. 


LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8 HC.  1030 
S Euch.  Darke  in  R3J0E. 

LTVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL  8 MP  & 
HC  J030  Each.  Canon  J PoUanghome;  3 
Ch  E.  Canon  D Huttotr.  4 HC. 
UANDAFF  CATHEDRAL  730  M & L 
&9  Euch;  11 S Euch;  12J5  Each:  330  Ch  E. 
Wood  in  F;  630  E. 

NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL  730  M;  8 
HC  930  S Euch,  Canon  M Fenwick;  6 Ch 
E.  Wood  in  E.  . ” 

NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL  1030  M. 
Responses  (Stewart); 630  S Euch.  Mass  for 
four  voices  (Byrd). 

NORWICH  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  1030 
S Euch;  330  E.  Sumsion  in  G.  Canon  G 
Tams  630  Nigta  Prayer 
PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL  930 
M:  1030  Euch,  Missa  Brevis  (Nystedt),  The 
Chanceiiar;  330  E. 

PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL  8 HC: 
930  C 11  S Euch.  Hail  true  body 
(Hainsong):  630  E.  Harris  in  D. 

RIPON  CATHEDRAL  8,  930  Euch, 
Sumskn  in  F.  Ven  K Good;  1130  M, 
Responses  (Neary):  1230  Euch;  530  E. 
ROCHESTER  CATH  EDRAL  S HC  9.45 
M:  1030  S Euch.  Missa  Brevis  in  D 
(Mozart);  3.15  E. 

. SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  10 
Euch,  Missa  Aeterna  Chris  ti  muoera 
tPalestrmak  3 E.  Responses  (Barnard). 
SOUTHWARK  CATHEDRAL  9 Euch; 
u Ch  Euch.  Missa  Orbis  factor  {Halnstsig), 
7hePKwosc3  Ch  E.  Cinon  H CunBffe. 
SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  730  M & L8 
. HC  930  C Canon  MR  Austin:  US  Each; 

3.15  E,  Walnuslev  in  D minor. 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  9 M;  10  S 

..  Eudt.  Rev TRuss 6 E.  Gray  in  F minor. 
WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  9.15 
O U Solemn  Euch,  Ireland  in  F.  Canon  R 
Capper;  4 Eand  Harvest  Thanksgiving. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8HCIOM, 
Canon  DGray;  11.15  EuA:  3 E.  Stanford  in 
C 5.45  Organ  Redtal;  630  ES. 
WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL  7.  & 9. 
1030. 12  Solemn  Mass;  245  Organ  Reded: 
330  Solemn  V & B.  Magnificat  octavi  looi 
(Aneria):  530. 7 ES- 

WTNCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  10  M; 

11.15  S Euch.  Darke  in  F:  330  E.  Collegium 
Resale  (Hawdlsk  Canon  C Wright. 

YORK  MINSTER:  8. 8.45  HC  10  S Euch: 
1130  M:  Benedidte  in  G packsoo):  4 E. 
Gloucester  Service  (Howells). 

ST  ALBANS  CATHEDRAL  Hertford- 
shire-. S HC  930  Each;  11  M.  Te  Deum 
(Stanford):  12.15  HC  630  E 
ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Chvyd:  S HC 
II  Ch  M,  Stanford  Sri  B flat.  Rev  C A 
. Mhcbdi;  530  EP. 


ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  730  MP:  8 
HC  930  Cyrnun  Bendigaid:  11.15  Euch:  6 
E.  The  Succenror. 

ST  EDMUNDSBURY  CATHEDRAL  8 
HC  Canon  M Min  gins  10  S Euch;  11.30 
C3iC  Darke  in  F;  330 ChE.Sumsfon  in  A 
ST  GILES*  CATHEDRAL  Edinburgh:  2 

10  HC  Missa  Brevis  (Kyrie);  1130  Civic 
Service:  6 St  Giles  ai  Six;  S ES,  Rev  D K 
Robertson. 

ST  MARYS  CATHEDRAL  Edinburgh: 
8 Euch:  1030  S Euch.  Rev  P Bowes;  330  Ch 
E.  Noble  in  B minor. 

ST  MARY’S  CATHEDRAL  Glasgow: 
830  Eudt.  10  S-Eudi;  12  HC;  630  Ch  E. 
ST  MACHAR’S  CATHEDRAL  Okl 
Aberdeen:  II  HCRevRFrazen3HC6ES, 
ST  PATRICK’S  CATHEDRAL  Dublin: 
830  Euch;  11.15  M.  Stanford  in  B flat:  3.15 
Ch  E.  Rev  R S P Riche)-. 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  8 HC  8.45  M: 

11  S Euch,  Missa  brevis  (Chapplri:  3.15  E. 
Carlisle  Service  (Walsh):  5 Organ  Recital. 
RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHE- 
DRAL SW7:  KUO  Divine  Liturgy.  Kievan 
and  traditional  polyphony.  Met  Anthony. 
ALL  SAINTS,  WJ:  S LM;  1030  MP.  11 
HM.  Missa  Brevis  (Palestrina):  5.15  LM:  6 
E & B.  Walmisley  in  D minor. 

ALL  SOULS.  Wl:  8 HC  93a  1130  MP. 
Rev  J Cook:  630  EP,  Rev  R Bewes. 

THE  ASSUMPTION.  Wl:  )>  MS.  Missa 
dhdt  Maria  (Hasler). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SWi  8 HC 
10  Children's  Service;  11  M.  Rev  Dr  P Elyy; 
1215  HC  6 E. 

CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOT- 
LAND. WC2  11.15  MS,  Dr  P Green:  630 
ES.  Mr  T Fletcher. 

FARM  STREET.  Wl:  8, 930  LM:  11  HM: 
123a  4.15. 6.15  LM. 

HOLY  TRINITY  BROMPTDN.  SW7:  9 
HC  11  MS.Mr  J Jennings;  5. 730  Informal 
Service.  Rev  R Thorpe. 

THE  ORATORY.  SW7: 7. 8. 9.  ia  II.  1230 
Mass;  330  V-  & B,  Adoramus  te  Christe 
(^Siinger);  4.3D,  7 Mass. 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOUC  CHURCH 
W8:  Fsast  of  the  Discovery  of  7he  Holy 
Cross. 

WESLEYS  CHAPEL  EC2  9.45  HC  11 
MS.  Rev  Dr  L Griffiths. 
WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL 
(Methodist):  II  HC  Rev  Dr  P Graves:  630 
ES.  Rev  E Fletcher. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran!. 
5C2  II  Ch  Euch.  Rev  J Jeruma- 
Grinsberga;  T Jazz  Vespers. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT. 
ECk  9 HG  11  M.  Noble  in  B minor.  The 
Rector.  630  £.  Collegium  Magdalena e 
(T/aghion).  Mr  H Potts. 


ST  BRIDE’S.  EC4:  II  Ch  M & Euch. 
Harwood  in  A flat  630  Ch  E.  Responses 
(A  views rtf/.  Canon  J Oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  11  M.  Te  Deum 
and  Jubilate  (Stanford  in  C).  Rev  F j 
Howson;  1230  HC. 

ST  COLUMBA-S  CHURCH  OF  SCOT- 
LAND. SWl:  11  HC  3 HC  Rev  J II 
Mclndoe:  630  E5. 

ST  ETH  ELD  REDA*S.  Ely  Place:  II  S 
Mass.  Messe  Solennelle  (Gounod). 

ST  GEORGE'S.  Wh  8.30  HC:  11  S Euch, 
Missa  Brevis  in  F (Haydn),  The  Rector. 

ST  JAMES'S.  Piccadilly:  S30  HC  U S 
Euch.  Rev  S Cathie;  5.45  EP. 

ST  JOHN’S,  E15:  II  Family  Service,  Rev  D 
Richards:  630  HC  Rev  M Okelto. 

ST  LUKE'S.  SWl  8 HG  1030  MP  & HC 
Let  all  mortal  flesh  keep  silence  (Bairstow); 
630  E.  Rev  J Streetjng. 

ST  MARK’S.  NW1;  8 HG9.45  Family  C 1 1 
S Euch.  Darke  in  A minor. 

ST  MARTIN-tN-THE- FIELDS.  WC2  8 
HG  9.45  Euch:  1130  Visitors  to  London 
Service.  Rev  C Herbert:  245  Chinese 
Service,  Rev-  G Lee;  5 Ch  E;  630  ES. 

ST  MARYS.  SWl:  9. 10  LM;  >1  HM:  Fb  B 
Scoo;  6 Solemn  E & B:  7 LM. 

ST  MAKY-TH E-V1RG1N,  Primrose  Hill: 
8 HC  1030  Euch,  Jubilate  Deo  (Britten). 
Mrs  R Berke:  6 Living  with  Faith. 

ST  MARYLEBONE.  Wl:  8 HC  II  Ch 
Euch.  Congregation  Mass  (Robinson). 

ST  PAUL’S,  SWl:  8.  9 HC;  11  Solemn 
Euch.  Darke  in  F.  Canon  D Hurt. 

ST  PETER’S.  SWl;  8.15  HC  10  Family 
Euch;  U S Euch.  Missa  da  Cappella 
(Monteverdi).  Fr  W P Keyes. 

ST  SIMON  ZELOTES.  SW3;  8 HC;  11  M. 
Jubilate  (Hersehel  Hill);  6 30  E. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD 
VINCULA.  HM  Tower  or  London:  9.IS 
HC:  11  M,  Responses  (Leighton). 
CHAPEL  ROYAL,  St.  James'S  Palace:  830 
HC  11.15  MP,  O how  glorious  (Harwood). 
CHAPEL  ROYAL  Hampton  Court  Pal- 
ace S30  HC  11  M.  Harris  in  A flat:  330  E. 
QUEEN’S  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY. 
WC2:  II  M.  Te  Deum  (Holsr).  The 
Chaplain;  1230  HC. 

QUEEN’S  FREE  CHAPEL  OF  ST 
GEORGE.  Windsor  Castle;  830  HC  I0.4S 
M;  The  Dean;  11.45  Euch;  5.\5  E. 

THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH,  Fleet  Street 
830, 11.15  HC  Darke  in  F.  The  Master. 
GUARDS  CHAPEL  Wellington  Bar- 
racks. SWl:  II  M,  Ave  Regina  Cnelurum 
{Carver).  Rev  T CoJe:  12  HC 
ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL 
SEIO:  H S Euch.  Communion  Service  m C 
(Ireland).  Rev  R Nurton. 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 


ErSSt  ~ — 


A utumn  is  the  best  time  to  plant 
/\roses.  when  the  heat  and  dry  condi- 
tions are  replaced  with  cooler  weather 
and  the  soil  becomes  more  moist,  giv- 
ing rose  bushes  a better  chance  of 
establishing  their  roots  before  the  cold- 
est part  of  winter  sets  in. 

Miniature  standard  roses  are  a per- 
fect addition  for  borders  or  can  be  a 
focal  point  in  a smaller  garden  or  patio 
rub.  Once  planted  they  will  grow  in 


THE^JgglTlMES 


Miniature 

roses  - 
three  for 
tite  price 
of  two 


spring  and  start  flowering  in  late  June, 
continuing  to  produce  a delightful  mass 
of  blooms  until  late  autumn. 

Times  readers  are  offered  these 
miniature  standard  roses  in  a choice  of 
pink,  red  and  yellow  for  £6.49  each 
including  postage.  Those  who  wish  to 
buy  one  of  each  colour  can  take 
advantage  of  our  superb  offer  of. three 
rose  bushes  for  the  price  of  two  — a 
cost  of  £12. 9S  including  postage. 


The  Times  Miniature  Roses  Offer 


Kamepw/Ws/Ms) 


Lendcra  a chetxypcgal  anSenslmadep^atte  to:  The  Times 
MSMDfttrNWT. 


Haase  wrtonaroawBwMnps  on  back  o>a«  ' 

Or  deb*  my  Accaao/VOe  cam  fwber 


a.cuA  7 *£.3  3 S-3  o 


wiiiiTsJliNt/  SHI  UWJAI  UtlUBtK  IW? 


TRAVEL 


Because  we  think  the  world  of  you 


current  best  buys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

BEUING 

TOKYO 


OK  Ml  aim 

ton 

£336  £589 
£336  £591 
£336  E5S9 
£363  £659 
£219  £352 
£249  £387 
£242  £378 
£253  £424 
£251  £299 
£311  £449 


NEW  YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS  ANGELES 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 


d vttsj  man 

6tCO 

£117  £165 
£126  £165 
£157  £179 
£175  £228 
£182  £229 
£182  £220 
£220  £220 
£157  £185 
£240  £240 
£230  £230 


MEXICO  CfTY 


JffBUHG 
CAPETOWN 
HARARE 
NAIROBI 
DUBAI 
CAIRO 
GENEVA 


tw»wi  toon 

ton 

£251  £366 
£154  £299 
£198  £329 
£244  £340 
£325  £418 
£224  £362 
£182  £237 
£145  £219 
£89  £89 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  £677 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


AUSTRALIA  £36  • USA  £31  • AFRICA  £31  • PACIFIC  £40  • ASIA  £27 
USA  CAR  HIRE  FROM  f 12  PER  DAY  • CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  TAHJORMAOE  WORLDWIDE  AND  NORTH  AMERICA  BROCHURES 


(ravel  centres  are  open  Mon-Sal  9-6pm  • Thurs  9-7pm  • Sun  10-6prr 


TRAIL 


E RS  h)- 


Unequivocal  protection  against  airline  insolvency  - CAA  approve^ 


worldwide  attention  to  detail 


THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


USA  SPECIALS 

LOS  ANGELES.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  LAS  VEGAS  OR  ORLANDO 

FROM  ONLY  £220  RETURN 

BOOK  NOW  FOR  THE  BEST  FARES 
MANY  REGIONAL  DEPARTURES  AVAILABLE  AT  NO  EXTRA  COST 


vomS'C 


For  the  real  KHrimm  on  worldwide 
travel,  TraDflnbrs  Is  your  one  stop 
travel  shop. 

TraBfinders  otters  more  low  cost;., 
flights  to  more  destinations  than  ; 
aoyow:  Experts  Is  afrteressaee 
1 S70r  we  can  tatior-nake  yoor  very 
owo  package  wfft  up  to  65%  discount 
on  hotels  and  chrUrewnrlitvide.  . 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
TRAILFIfJOER  MAGAZINE 
CALL  0171-935  3356  ANYTIME 


ATM.  1458  UflA  AH188701 


‘ " 42-50  Eads  Court  Road 
' ! . Lfflig  Hail  Travel 

194  Kenstogtoii  High  S&ert 

■ Long  Haul  Travel 
. First  s Business  Class 

215  Kensington  High  Street 
: :Transaflanfe&Europeai 
22-24  The  Plkuy  Quewsway 

■ WoridWIde  Travel 

' - 4B£omStreet 
Wortdwide  Travel 
. 254-284  SauchietaH  Stree 
'.'Worldwide  Travel 


WOridwide  Travel 
firsts  Business  Class: 


LONDON  W86FT 
0171-938  3366 
LONDON  WB7RG 
0171-9383939 
0171-9383444 
LONDON  W86BD 
0171-9375400 
BIRMINGHAM  B4BBS 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL  BS1  1HQ 
0117-929  9000 
GLASGOW  G2  3EH 
0141-353  2224 
MANCHESTER  M3  2FF 
01  SI-839  6969 
0161-8393434 


Trailfinders  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  cards 


...  people  think  the  world  of  us, 


da  ARGO 


WORLDWIDE 


Flights  worldwide  at 
competitive  prices  on 
quality  airlines . 

No  credit  card  surcharges. 


Sydney 

Bangkok 

Singapore 

Canada 

Cairo 


£599 

£369 

£374 

£199 

£219 


New  York 

Florida 

California 

Boston 

Washington 


£159 

£235 

£224 

£159 

£169 


Jo'burg 

Nairobi 

Cyprus 

Athens 


£329 

£349 

£129 

£109 


Paris-Eurostar  £89 


CALL 

NOW 

ON: 


Economy  Travel: 

0171  331  7050 

First  & Business  Gass: 

0171  331  7030 

Our  lines  are  open 
9 -6  Monday  - Friday 
10-5  Saturday 


(Prices  are  for  return  travel,  subject  to  availability  and  airport  taxes)  Acgo  Tour*  (.London)  ud.  atol  72254  abta  127*7  iata  aac 


Going  away?  Whatever  your  destination,.  Flights  Dima  tram 
Thomas  Cook  has  excess  to  thousands  of  Rights,  at  highly 
compefttive  pricet- 

Rotum  prices  From: 

Sychey  £569  New  York  £159  San  Francisco 

Auckland  £655  Boston  £159  las  Vegas  .. 

Hang  Kong  £375  Ch«°g°  *179  Toronto 

Bangkok  £330  Miami  £229  Vancouver 

--  Denver  £278  M«k»  •• 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


£239 

£278 

£183 

£283 

£357 


Ttiomas 

Cook 


Linaaopan  9caft-9poi  Mon-Fri. 
' 1 Oe  rn-6pn»  SahSua 
Quote  F2510T 


ibnnipAi 
Coot  Gmup  UJ.  A37A  FI,  304.  AJQt  OHS 


0990  TO  15  20 

WE  GO -FURTHER  TO.  FIND  THE  RIGHT  FLIGHT 


L FLIGHT  B 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 

New  York 
Boston 
■ Florida 
Chicago 


t ra  v #>  i i i n (i  freestyle 

ABTA  D0806/V8800  ATOL  2662  IATA 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  AIRFARES  ON  SCHEDULED  AIRLINES 


bvanev 


New  Orleans  £230  Auckland  £663 

n Jo°ur3  £33° 

^0c;ttlG  £220  U^r-^F-rr  C d i n 

Washington  £170 

Phoenix  £220  l>s5"°r°‘ . -330 

Toronto  £184  b5nSk°*  £345 

Vancouver  £240  Hong  Kong  £379 

Rio  £420 


¥ GOOD  FARES 

Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Vegas  or  Denver 

fr  £220 


V*-  QANT/IS 

” " asockme:  an 


£420  India 


£325  ht-nGv.ww.Tiahtboo 


| AMERICAS  & CANADA  I AUSTRALIA  ft  NZ  I WORLDWIDE 

0171  I 0171  I 0171 
757  2000  I 757  2468  I 757 


with  a choice 
20  UK 
^departure 
^airports 

GATW1CK 
01293 
568  300 

(7am-10pm  daBy) 


rt 


m 


First  & Business  Class:  0171  757  2500  Glasgow  office:  0141  204  1919 

Best  Value:-  Air  Fares  - Car  Hire  - Hotels  * Insurance 

All  Urss  ars  return  li  ghts,  subject  to  ivsiiabilily.  soasens:  3 region;:!  sjbpiiinccts.  c.c.  sarenargss  5 toxss  vAicra  ccoLcac':- 


TRAVEL 
CONTINUES 
ON  PAGE  26 


teoyreumaw  on  t box 
to  Butojm,  DBA  ft  moat  d— dwi- 

Ilona.  DIpiniMI  Tuial  aerrioee 
Lid;  0171-730  3201.  ABTA 
25703  lAXATATOL  13SS- 


AMSTERDAM 

BELFAST 

BRUSSELS 

DUBUN 

EDINBURGH 

GLASGOW 

PARIS 


Return  Fares  from  London  Ha  throw. 

Contact  your  local  trjwH  agent  w oD  for  detain  on 

0345  554554 

Or  booi  on  the  bitcrnet  htttK/Annwflyhntishniidbndcoin 

Shopper  Cane:  an  d»  waibUr  from  Edintagh.  Obsgow 
and  Btlfwt  to  London  Heathrow 


British  Midland 

The  Airline  Tor  Europe 


HramU* ! 


r FvcqpotBf  ■ 


; m idRhd  atm  M ftJIBj. 


taium  m OTliMls  lMdtoBiawirffcwwiprS^wtorn'iMpwawMn 
pnrloi  S*n»**rO«**,9‘:,5‘* ewiwg  rflfenrot  n*»i  M 
arrwn  ll/lWW  «-l  V»»».  "#  warn-  pwrtar  or  SiM*  >*gM  dar 
n«mi.  Kmegf?  nas  ndi  aaphi  To  nmar  qurtn)  Mdoe 
trifc  to  Bnuk  IUM  ire  maned. 


f 


THAI 

SAWASDEE  FARES 
TO  SOUTH  EAST  ASIA 

£555.00 

London  - Bangkok 

RETURN 

o 


£615.00 

London  - Phuket, 
Chiang  Mai,  Chiang  Rai 
or  Surat  Thani 


RETURN 

o — 


£650.00 

London  - Hanoi, 
Phnom  Penh,  Vientiane, 
or  Ho  Chi  Minh  City, 

RETURN 

iwmdce  Fans  valid  for  era*  cl  between 
li>ih  Auruh  -3<kfi Nwnbtr  ~V7  Plus  eoes  a*  applicable 


Fly  smooth  as  silk  on  Thai's  daily 
non-stop  scheduled  flights  from 
London  to  Bangkok.  Your  gateway  for 
our  services  throughout  Thailand  and 
South  East  Asia. 

For  rexrvatism  unJ  Jurtber  JcLnh  an  St lirjsJee 
Farrs,  contact  your  Irjnr!  ajml  or  call  Thai 
direct  m London  _ 

0171-499  9113  - 

or  Manchester  J ffldl 

0161-8317861  AS  Smooth  as  mile 


London  > New  VMt>  Lac  Angeles  > Loodon  099 

London  > Mew  Orleans  > WotjapBa  > London  - £305 
London  > Tomato  > Hew Ybifc>  London  £3PB 


Getting  around 


Motortioines  fmn £276  per  vm  per  week. 

Sped*!  offer  from  Nov.  2 weeks  tor  the  price  of  1 

Car  hire  fmm £5  ptr  day 

IBdWnl— wdod 
CondWowappljt  ask  for  deals. 


Coach  Tours  Ircm  £328 


Saw  CC2  on  tidier  our  13  aMit 'Canac&an  Gmtnsrcow: 
Toronto-ltanamer  from  £5S5. 

Mces  are  per  person,  based  on  3 people  shore.  admSng 
fights  t Departure  l 


Accommodation 


Hotels  from. 


£13  ptrpeaonMglK 

'feta  rim 

Villas  from  £8  per  posoo/oigte 

{S  people  during  wfcb  pool  OCBM) 

Al  grad«  of  Hotefaftnotab  avaiafata 

Choose  how  yon  travel  and  whore  yon 
stay  - 'taaarmolDe  yow  very  own  boBday. 
Ca8  NOW  for  non  information. 


2 01420-88380  or  0171-287  5559 


1RA/BEAS 


Drronwn  12  High  Street  Atan.n»ti.  61041 W 
Or 

ZZZI'ZZ,  gtegwt  Sheri.  Undnvimtai 
MK  01420-82133  Or 


-.mZSTTT. 

wemm 

1 

1 Comprehemwn  cSQeaeLlPT 

UK’s  best 
single  trip 
rates  km 

™ss : & 

Asro  CcMtal  Araidml  AOi  ■ouauacnCa 

USA  cl  4^3 

sra  ell 35 

A 


Going  Places 

THE  HOLIDAY  MATCHMAKER 


wm 


Mir, 


FROM:  LONDON  HEATHROW 

Book  a flight  to  Paris,  Brussels 
or  Amsterdam  in  October 
for  a fantastic  price  of  just 
£100  for  two! 

Over  700  shops 
nationwide! 

| Telephone  Bookings:  0i6l  7555 


i(Mhb  •-*>-  - >•  -K-*r.  J ntw  -«r  IW.  ulrnKun, 
• ! • ....  "s  -r— ' 1*  W V M •“ Crti  > 

• 4^-4 . 1 .«  ^ Ce  * ^rv 

. .v.  f_  OJ  -J  rw  rw  ~ .5. 

- -„..i.rv  on.wu«t.snii3n 


New  Zealand 


BRITISH  A1KMPHS 


Including... 

Return  UK  Domestic 
flights  on  . 

British  Airways 
for  only  £20. 

Special  offers 
available  on... 

■ Car  Hire  from  £21  per  day 
Ondutftng  Insurance} 

• Hotel  Fteses  from  £19  per  person 
per  night  (twin  share} 

• Motortiwnes  from  £67  per  day  (excluding  Insurance) 

• TVavelpasses  from  £242  for  5 days  unlimited  travel  (ova’  alO  day  period)  bn 
trains,  coadie^  int^island  ferry. 

« Superior  acaxnmodation  from  £39  per  person  per  night  at  the  Hyatt  in 
Auddand  twin  share 

• Independent  tours  from  £180  per  person  3 day/2  night  tour  Bay  of  Islands 
Indudhig  accommodation,  tqurmg  and  uanspoftation..- ••  •• 

Example  routings  — 

• London  ► las  Angeles  > Audcbad  > loadoii  - 


For  an  extra  £60 

See  New  Zealand,  Australia,  its  Gnat  Barrier  Reef 
and  the  whole  world  induding 


- Return  UK  domestic  fight  on  Brtsh  Airways 
for  only  £20 

• 1 free  stopover  en  route  from  Qanns/BrttisJi 
Airways  global  network  such  as 
Johannesburg.  Bangkok,  Singapore. 
Malaysia.  Bai,  Hong  Kong.  Los  Angeles. 

HJL  Bombay 

- Up  to  2 additional  stopovers  at 
£50  per  stop 

- 2 free  domestic  ffights  in  AustreBs 


Enrnp/r  routings  _ 

• London  > Los  Angeles  >-  Auckland  > - 
(surface)  ► Oolstdurdi  > SyOirr  > tains 
>■  Danirio>  londao  . •_ 

■ Loodon  >- Fyi  > Audtend  ► Cains  ► 
Sydney  ► Mh>  London 
- London  >tongkak>  tefth>Syctaqr> 
Brisbane  > Cains  ► Audtted  > London 
{Many  noreMOple  matiosp  anBaMe  - 
askfar  details] 


GOOKNOiV  for  l-.ctcii'  5 D(>c  0?  and  hn-.-.cci:  17  J r - 3 1 


JRM 


r The  leading 
specialists  to 
New  Zealand 


01420-38724  / 0171-497  0515  / 0171-287  5556 


«*»»»«"  12  IfigbStroct  Alton,  Kant*,  GU341BK 
“SSJ555*  373-373 the  Strand.  Loo*anWC2ROJF 
MiMiaava  52  Rcgeot  Street,  London.  Wilt  6DX 
BXI8{8  tax:  nion  airu  wr  om  inm 


rid^RnocMKiixa 

tantaaikpartdqe 

Be^aAferiksb. 


PLATINUM 


TRAVEL 


I ! i ' is l.i  \ii i T i’lxK  1 S 


(*ced  taxes  1 — CURRENT  BEST  BUYS — WINTER 

or*  urn  orw  kin  ■ • ’ ont  row 

SYDNEY .£J42.>£5<7  SW&U«0K.-J240^£JM  HARARE — £27?_J4» 

CAIRNS .£H2_f567  HONG KWCL^225_£W  BYBURC 

PtBIH, XMO-T555  MBUHA f24J.^J«  CAFE  10 

AUCKLAND — £575 £651  BALI £260_£41*  MEXICO  CUT — f2M£_£5BO  syoNEY  T 

DELM — £l90.._fll0  SAKON £270—010  R»DEiANEBO£2S1-£45>  CAIRNS  fillkn  ! 

BOARAY. £190-010  CAIRO £159-010  TORONTO fl»7_£209  aBISBANE 

MAOTA5 £2M-£T90  B8IINC O70-.OT9  NEVYtW £I29_£I«  DtpWa-tmieoHo  iah 

KATHMANDU-  -£240_£4T5  DUBAI JIM. -£269  BOSTON— f!45_fI55  Dwaaber  ito, 

COLOMBO— £245-077  1000. £JI0_£5IJ  LOSANCKES — 020 — £250  r-*?r^ XT , 

BANCkOK £220. -£545  NA18Q&.  — £2I9-£J»  TANOffiS £179 

- Australia  & New  Zealand  Travel  Planner-  .nmmmm*¥L 
»)wrHlgaffrittbWtpptoii>MlriacMiifcroriMniib,>i«rimi6h»diMqieiifciiHimfcr 

Call  0171  937  S122 

VYtetha  you  are  holidaying  or  visdtf  hoo«  woidd  Rte  to  go  ■faYCror  with  a riopow^  a Hatoium  Irani 
«ro  oBe>  mure  flfco  via  Bare  dchnrtoos,  al  ag  the  ri^r  pnees  in  aw  ywa  regoireniares 

WHBEH 

52  EARLS  COURT  ROAD.  KENSINGTON,  LONDON  W8  6EJ 
OP&ii  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  9AM-6PM.  SATURDAY  10AM- 2PM 


JV.HVL i 0171  957  5122  iiiWMiswiiL  i 


XtLAHU  »t£17D 

iminmiw 

GHKSCO  £178 

tJETKOET  £188 

PJMJIS-  £214 


USA,  & WORLDWIDE:  flights 
017  72  72  72  72 
AUSTRALIA  & NEW  ZEALAND 

OITZZ  7Z7  7Z7  lbstosas 
BUgNESS &FBSTOASS  01772  727  TtZ-PPMg 
ROUND  THE  WORLD  01772  727  222 
HOTELS &THLOEMKDE 01772  727  7B7 


Hat  National  &tmxCaatrv  toe  OV9C  MO 
Immdbff  aeftednM  iMbh  BOQjOOO 
discount  farar  to  1.000 destinndrjni. 
— aPENSam^pmTriWi*”**:  KS& 
W SEE  nV  bi^raml  P-275  |SS 


sonuaiaasi 

B8HGB0K  £3S6 
MKPCOCPT  £358 
KUnraR  £381 
SWGBPtWE  £380 
HOWOTOOWO  £385 
TODO  . MS3 
agTMUffl  ES89 
HEWZaag.BWD  £568 


BOSTON  WC170  TORONTO  - »£188 
NEW  YORK  (r£T70  R9RIQA  > £226 
NASmcnM  hEITO  CAUFORMA  v£229 
VANcouvatrcsra 


LdrflVi: 

ikgilffff/Iirgi 

GuarmntmatS  Lowest, 
ID  days  Europe  >£9-00 
17  days  USA  -£23-00 
todays  Skiing  -CIS-00 


0990 1 3321 S 


KM 


mo  OFF 

every  ptHfy  sold; 


01243817781 


awnft-two 

HNAliiraDB  O 
MM  Dfi  O 
QCNBO  D9  0 
US  MEBESE2S  O 
lenuK  na  o 

MHH  (299  O 
me  1360 
PERIH  "OS  O 


BBTmnOBWLnBtE 


Of  8 1 795  3130 


oui 

3 


bf&ir tUL 


MEW  YORK  165 
HONG  KONG  3G0 


BMHMDKcm  JOtoWO  040 
B0H9W  am  UWIIIiTM 


raa  at 

OWN  cMO  MOSCOW  rllr* 

FMMWrrin  NAKOB  <M» 
mwok  0*5  irrwev  um 


3n- 


0171  462  0011 


-irE 


TUG  I ITS  EM'S 


iwtowndtaCwlfcaAiaaMiio 

Hut  tar  flOLkottn.  «T»  C92D7 
MttMnkn  lor  ts  pn 
icarte  £»  catoian  on 

■Mot  Itata  EBB 

Iftao-  .•  esBGnoeoB 

fe  E8B  UlN  EBB 

WUb  fOBGawa  £89 

■Da  £7»taari  Kzs, 

Me  £7Btttado  £168 


0990  2300)14 


^Monument  Travel  j 

. Menate 

Spate  tsi  (tem  07 
, ffrilirtr*  CP  Cyprn*  Eti 
| Canadas  Era  tend  rU6i 
fPmttqri  02  USA  £1401 

My  a*  caM  nn 


'01476  4047471 

iMnwntl 


L PIKER 


Florida  & USA  '97Fd& 
Flydriv'es/packages 

S/\I_E  NOW  ON! 

5 0 1 7 1 629  40  90 ^ 


FLIGHT  CENTRE 

ATOL  3712 

WORLDWIDE 
DISCOUNT 
FLIGHTS  • 

ACCESS  VISA  WELCOME 
DISCOUNTED  INSURANCE 

0181  669  8607 


JETLINE: 


ri  vi  w hi  1 1 i 


*w 

_ rtimuht; 

hg«wi9/N|dMw 
temBinfSUng 
■""CteBHflHteftc 

1 <n  anaxma—m 


PRIC£CH£ck 
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WEEKEND 


SATURDAY  October  a 


Cruising  in 
style  - but 
is  it  worth 
the  price? 

High  seas  ■ 22,  23 


Howto 
enjoy  This 
Life  at 
New  Year 


UK  - 27 


Wedding  bells  in  the  Seychelles 


! fl.Sirt 
£ island  . 

* .-...  • . 

?■  r.n  o ian 

) OCEAN 


* SEYCHELLES'  '■  T" 

| ' '.i  . Curieuse . • 

• my*‘\  vaktat*. 

'?  • PaaOnr'  K j.  H 

t '£  *| 

, . Bat  La  5 

:r umw 

; Cw»  > i 


; Maha1^ 


lDmflas  S 


Mary  Gold 

tied  the  knot 
on  an  island 
in  paradise 


When  l told  my 
mother  1 was  get- 
ting married,  she 
let  out  a shriek, 
invoked  the  names  of  several 
saints  and  stamped  her  foot, 
all  at  the  same  time.  She 
pointed  out  thar  my  intended 
was  divorced  and  “not  even  a 
Catlick"  and  then  knocked  her 
pipe  out  noisily  on  the  grate 
^before  breaking  into  Irish  — 
^always  a bad  sign.  1 sipped  my 
sherry  and  said:  “Do  I take  it 
you  wont  be  coming?" 

We  derided  to  go  abroad. 
When  I said  1 wanted  to  go 
somewhere  I had  never  been 
before.  Harry  (my  intended) 
said:  ‘How  about  the  kitch- 
en?" I ignored  that  — and 
picked  the  Seychelles. 

Couples  tie  the  knot  in  a 
foreign  country  for  a variety  of 
reasons  — escaping  their  rela- 
tives. the  British  weather,  or 
jwple  from  a previous  exis- 
tence whonught-tHTTvapand 
cause  a scene.  In  our  case  it 
was  all  of  these.  !tis  also  much 
cheaper  to  marry  abroad.  The 
average  cost  of  a wedding  in' 
Britain  is  £9334.  Our  ceremo- 
ny in  the  Seychelles  cost  just  a 
few  hundred  pounds. 

The  benefits  are  obvious. 
You  do  not  need  caterers, 
bridesmaids  or  speeches  and, 
on  a small  island,  die  groom, 
cannot  run  away  — well,  not 
easily.  All  you  have,  to  do  is 
turn  up  at  die  appointed  time. 
When  we  came  back  to  Eng- ' 
land  wehad  a church  blessing. 
We  invited  100  guests,  hired  a 
marquee  and  it  poured  with 
rain  the  night  before.  I'had 
three  hours'  sleep  and  my 
stress  levels  went  off  the 
Richter  scale. 

But  on  Mahe,  the  principal . 
island  of  the  Seychelles,  the 
sun  shone  and  the  only  stress 
came  from  deriding  where  to 
eat  lunch.  For  us.  the  attract 
non  aF  these  islands -was' the  \ 
things  that  were  trussing  — 
t thumping  music,  hawkers, 

* neon  lights  and  Mick  Jagger  - 
singing  I'm  a Bleeding 
Volcano.  V- 

In  fad,  after  a few  hours 
you  realise  why  a group  . 
of  mercenaries,  posing  as  ~ ' 
a touring  nigby  team, 
tried  to  stage  a takeover  in 
19S1.  When  one  of  them  hoist- 
ed his  holdall  at  the  airport,  an 
AK47  fdl  art.  This  gave  the 
Customs  men  a due  and  it  was 
all  downhill  from  there. 

Today,  there  is  little  crime 
on  the  Seychelles,  a fact  reflect- 
ed in  the  headlines  of  Mahers 
newspaper,  Regar  . (motto: 
“Upholding  your  right  to 
know").  The  front  page  said: 
"More  care  for  elderly"  and 
; “Car  park  dosed  for  diplo- 
mat's funeral".  The  only  real 
story  seemed  to  be  of  a New 
Zealand  pirate  travelling  on  a 
stolen  passport,  who  took 
someone’s  yacht  and  jumped 
into  the  sea  in  Mahe  harbour 
when  the  game  was  up. 

Pirate  ate  among  the  privi- 
, leged  few'  to  have  visited  these 
4Chodd .-islands  stuck  in  the 
middle  of  the  Indian  Ocean  — 
they  have  been  inhabited  for 
little  more  than  200  years  — 
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For  better  or  worse  Harry  and  Mary  after  their  sunshine  beach  wedding  ceremony  at  Fisherman’s  Cove  on  Mah&,  in  the  Seychelles 

■ • - • WORLD  PICTURES 

minutes  for  war-  strangers,  to  where  Hat 


and  for-  most  of  their  brief 
history  they  have  been  urivisit- 
ed.  They  are  1.000  miles  from 
the  nearest  landfall  and  have 
only  played  host  to  tourists 
since  the  1970s.  Even  in  Port 
Victoria,  the  shabby  bur  vi- 
bra nr  capital  of  Mahe,  tourists 
look  out  of  place.  like  sepia 
people  who  have  wandered 
into  a colour  photograph. 

Fisherman'S  Cove,  where 
we  spent  five  days  before  we 
were  married  (a  legal  require- 
ment), was  a picture.  Little 
thatched  bungalows  draped  in 
bougainvillea  surrounded  the 
main  plantation-style  house 
(also  thatched),  and  die  whole 
caboodle  overlooked  the  Indi- 
an Ocean.  Since  a lovely  lady 
called  Jariine  was  handling  the 
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cake-music-paper- 
work  shenanigans, 
there  was  little  for 
us  to  do  except  lurk 
chi  the  beach.  Mid- 
dle-aged men  from 
the  Home  Counties 
with  port-mottled 
faces  waded  thigh- 
deep  into  the  warm 
water  and  then 
stood  still,  sighing 
deeply,  as  if  to  say: 

"Well.  that’s 
enough  exercise  for 
this  year.”  - 
We  spent  the 
night  before  die 
wedding  in  the  bar, 
where  we  met  the 
dashing  Norfolk 

businessman  Perer 
Charlton  and  his 
lovely  wife.  Anne,  a 
Lauren  Bacall  look- 
alike,.  both  charm-  . 
ing  — and  both 
ideal  for  our  last 
flirting  session  as 
single  people  — at  Bead 
least  until  Peter  con- 
fessed his  admiration  for  Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

' ' The  next  day  I went  info  the 
plantation  house,  where  the 
ceremony  was  to  take  place,  to 
find  six  people  decorating  the 
balcony  with  a great  arbour  of 
fioweirs.  An  elderly  gardener 
said:  “Madam,  you  cannot 


Beach  at  Bird  Island:  “a  little  slice  of  heaven 


stay  here.  There  is  wedding 
later."  Sol  took  myself  off  for  a 
stiff  drink  and  to  wait,  fidget- 
- ing,  for  the  hairdresser. 

1 thought  I might  have  half 
ah  hour  before  the  4pm  cere- 
mony to  unwind,  but  the  hair- 
dresser did  not  depart  until  the 
bitter  end.  leaving  about  six 


paint  and  getting 
dressed.  Just  as  I 
was  starting  to  cry, 
Janine  appeared 
with  a glass  of 
champagne,  turned 
the  air  conditioning 
to  the  “demented 
woman"  setting  and 
found  the  earring  1 
had  dropped  on  the 
floor. 

Anyone  who  tells 
you  the  dress  is  not 
as  important 
abroad  is  talking 
rubbish.  It  is  far 
more  important. 
You  can  look  very 
silly  indeed  stand- 
ing on  a beach  in 
the  Caribbean 
dressed  as  Litde  Bo 
Peep.  The  dress 
must  be  cool,  but 
nor  look  like  a 
sundress,  a com- 
pany called  Ronald 
aven”  Joyce  does  a good, 
reasonably  priced 
range  especially  for  hot  cli- 
mates and  I managed  to  stop 
panicking  long  enough  for 
Janine  to  stuff  me  into  one. 

Then  it  was  down  to  the 
plantation  house  on  the  arm  of 
James,  the  best  man  borrowed 
from  the  hotel,  smiling  into  the 
video  cameras  of  complete 


strangers,  to  where  Harry  was 
waiting.  The  ceremony  was 
informal  but  dignified,  mainly 
because  the  island's  senior 
registrar  spoke  respectfully 
and  slowly,  although  he  need 
not  have  announced  my  age 
quite  so  loudly  when  I have 
been  knocking  a couple  of 
years  off  ever  since  I was 
thirty-mumble-mumble. 

We  cur  rhe  cake,  opened  the 
champagne  and  then  Peter 
said:  “Is  that  it?  If  I’d  known  it 
was  that  simple  I'd  have 
fetched  that  little  Danish  gel 
orf  the  beach."  His  wife  smiled 
indulgently. 

Janine  had  arranged  for  us 
to  go  out  in  a brat,  so  we 
hitched  up  my  frock  and 
hopped  into  a speedboat  for  an 
hour  around  the  island.  The 
crew  of  a tall  ship  moored  in 
the  bay  sounded  their  foghorn 
and  threw  flowers.  It  really 
could  not  have  been  nicer. 

The  next  day  we  took  rhe 
half-hour  flight  to  Bird  Island, 
where  a maximum  of  40 
guests  share  a little  slice  of 
heaven  with  three  giant  tor- 
toises and  the  one  and  a half 

million  sooty  terns  that  come 
to  nest  here  between  May  and 
October. 

Guy  Savy  and  his  wife 
Marie-Franoe  bought  Bird  Is- 
land for  £28.000  in  1967,  built 
Continued  on  page  22 
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■ Maty  Gold  travelled  with  Elegant  Resorts  (01244 
897888).  Her  15-night  tailor-made  package,  including  return 
flights  from  Gatwick  on  Air  Seychelles,  five  nights'  B&B  at 
Fisherman’s  Cove,  three  nights'  frill  board  at  Bird  Island 
Lodge,  seven  nights'  B&B  at  L’Archipel,  and  all  transfers, 
costs  from  £2.655  per  person.  Departures  year-round. 

■ The  wedding  package  at  Fisherman's  Cove,  including 
the  services  of  a registrar,  floral  arrangements,  bottle  of 
champagne,  one-tier  wedding  cake,  bouquet,  headdress 
and  groom’s  buttonhole,  costs  from  £395.  Allow  four 
working  days  to  organise  a wedding  in  the  Seychelles. 

■ Air  Seychelles  (01293396656)  has  two  weekly  services 
from  Gatwick  from  £575-£775  return,  depending  on  season 
and  departure  day. 

■ The  Ronald  Joyce  dress,  styfe  no  1160,  costs  £199. 
Stockists  nationwide  on  0171-636  8989.  Tiara  by  Jenny 
Wicks.  0161-4346855. 

■ Wedding  arrangements  on  Mah6  were  handled  by 
Janine  Camille  of  Travel  Services  Seychelles  on  behalf  of 
Elegant  Resorts.  TheTSS  number  on  Mahe  is  00  248  322414. 

■ It  is  important  to  plan  something  special  after  the 
ceremony  and  before  dinner,  otherwise  you  will  inevitably 
be  propping  up  the  bar  in  your  wedding  clothes  and 
looking  foolish.  A one-hour  boat  trip  costs  about  £30.  It  is 
also  worth  booking  musicians  to  enliven  the 
proceedings.  On  Mahe  an  excellent  guitarist  costs  £65.  All 
can  be  booked  through  TSS.  Most  hotels  will  provide  a 
room,  free  of  charge,  in  which  the  groom  can  dress. 

■ Hie  best  restaurant  for  a celebration  dinner  on  Mahe 
is  La  Bagatelle  in  Bel  Air  (224722).  On  Praslin  we  liked  the 
balcony  restaurant  at  L’Archipel  {232242}. 

■ Take  with  you  pictures  of  (he  bouquet  and  hairstyle 
you  want  — English-speaking  florists  and  hairdressers 
cannot  be  guaranteed. 

■ Be  careful  when  buying  the  coco  de  mer  nuts  — some 
are  carved  wooden  copies.  Look  for  the  Seychelles 
government  stamp  and  be  prepared  to  pay  £120. 

■ Health  tips:  inoculations  are  not  necessary  but  take 
insect  repellent.  Sand  flies  on  Praslin  are  a menace.  Take 
plastic  sandals  for  the  beach  if  you  are  a crab-ophobe. 

■ Guidebooks:  Mauritius,  Reunion  and  the 
Seychelles  (Lonely  Planet,  £8.95):  Spectrum  guide  to  the 
Seychelles  (£12.99). 

■ Seychelles  Tourist  Office  (0171-224 1670). 

world  pictures 


Not  for  Mary’s  photo  album:  coco  de  mer  nuts 
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Christmas  shopping? 

Take  your  car 
to  France  for  just  flO* 

Before  December  20ft  199Z  £10  entitles  you  and  your 
car  to  a day  return  with  SeoFrance  from  Dover  to  Calais. 
And  it’s  only  £1  per  additional  passenger. 

There's  no  better  way  to  do  your  Christmas  shopping 

0990  711  711 

the  difference  c'esl 

-^'SEAFRANCE 

■£10  Saturday  supplement  per  car. 
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- weekend -Saturday  October  25 1997 


The  cruise 
ship  that 
thinks  it’s 
a yacht 


I!  was  the  evening  Jimmy 
Lochhead,  the  maitre  d\ 
bumped  into  us  on  the  stair- 
case that  I realised  the  Sea 
Goddess  was  no  ordinary  ship  and 
this  was  no  ordinary  trip.  “Are  you 
all  right?"  he  asked.  “1  was  getting 
worried  about  you."  They  served 
dinner  until  10  o'clock.  It  was 
9.15pm  and  we  hadn't  shown  up  at 
our  usual  table,  so  Jimmy  was 
about  to  knock  on  our  cabin  door  to 
make  sure  all  was  well.  It  was  one 
to  add  to  my  memoirs,  or  to  the 
work-in-progress  Head  Waiters  l 
Have  Known. 

The  Sea  Goddess  I is  a small  ship 
that  calls  itself  a yacht.  I'd  call  it 
magic  Since  the  Government  is  a 
bit  worried  about  replacing  Britan- 
nia it  might  think  of  leasing  the  Sea 
Goddess.  I can't  imagine  Her 
Majesty  would  object  — although  it 
might  well  make  her  cross  when 
she  looks  around  and  thinks  about 
what  she’s  missed  over  the  years. 

For  us.  it  was  as  though  some 
wealthy  potentate  had  invited  us 
aboard  his  private  craft  a kind  of 
house  party  at  sea. 

Before  we  travelled.  Cunard  sent 
us  a questionnaire.  Among  the 
questions  was,  "Would  you  like  to 
let  us  have  your  favourite  recipe?" 
We  didn't,  and  I’m  glad.  The  food 
on  board  was  as  tempting  as  the 
service,  the  ambience  excellent 
Unlike  the  bigger  ships,  the  Sea 
Goddess  has  no  theatre  or  cinema, 
so  you  are  expected  to  linger  long 
and  comfortably  over  meals.  Din- 
ner is  a two  or  three-hour  candlelit 
experience  in  a good  French  restau- 
rant. The  maitre  d'  always  seems  to 
be  there  to  see  that  everybody  is 
happy  — when  he  is  not  running  up 
and  down  the  stairs  looking  for  his 
customers.  The  wine  flowed  as  fast 
as  the  waiters  and  neither  was 
subject  to  extra  charge  (tips  are 
included). 

Because  the  ship  is  small  com- 
pared with  many  cruise  liners  — 
there  were  60  passengers  on  our 


After  a relaxing 
Aegean  voyage, 
Michael  Freedland 
puts  a scoot  on 
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■ Michael  Freedland  travelled 
with  Cunard  (general  inquiries 
01703  634166.  or  caO  0800  000500 
quoting  Ref  SG81  for  a brochure). 

■ From  May  to  September  next 
year.  Cunard  offers  seven-nigh! 
cruises  on  the  Sea  Goddess  II 
(which  is  identical  to  Sea  . 
Goddess  I)  on  routes  from  Athens 
to  Istanbul  and  from  Istanbul  to 
Venice,  from  E4.170  per  person  in 
a twin  room  and  from  E6J60  In  a 
suite;  The  price  includes  all  food, 
drink  and  tips,  but  exdudes 
flights  — which  Cunard  can 
arrange  — and  port  and  handling 
charges  of  E130  per  person.  Prices 
based  on  two  sharing  a cabin. 

■ Most  excursions  are  also 
induded  in  the  cost  However, 
there  are  additional  tours  to 
certain  difficulHo-reach  spots, 
which  are  always  run 
simultaneously  with  other  free 
trips.  (On  Skiathos,  far  instance 
you  could  pay  £85  to  hire  a jeep.) 

■ Dress  is  formal  on  two 
evenings  and  informal  (jacket 
and  lid  on  three.  On  the  other 
two  evenings,  the  requirement  is 
"degant  casual"  — in  practice, 
men  do  not  comedown  for 
dinner  without  a jacket  and  tie. 


Her  small  size  means  the  Sea  Goddess  can  get  dose  enough  to  shore  for  guests  to  go  waterskung  and  ride  wef  bikes,  and  she  can  cfockin  the  centre  of  a dty 


trip,  and  the  maximum  capacity  is 
116  — she  can  anchor  at  the  coves 
and  on  the  shores  of  islands  which 
other  ships  can't  reach. 

The  Sea  Goddess  began  its  slow 
voyage  from  Istanbul  to  the  Greek 
Islands  via  tile  Dardanelles.  The 
May  weather,  which  had  begun 
with  rain,  was  glorious  as  we  sailed 


past  Gallipoli.  If  Churchill  had 
taken  a trip  like  this  before  engulf- 
ing the  Australians  and  New 
Zealanders  in  one  of  the  worst 
disasters  of  the  first  World  War.  he 
would  have  seen  it  was  a hopeless 
operation.  The  beaches  were  totally 
exposed  — and  looked  beautiful 
from  the  deck  of  the  ship. 

The  first  excursion  came  the  next 
day.  It  was  to  the  Greek  island  of 
Skyros,  a little  place  where  the 
people  think  they  ought  to  throw  a 
party  whenever  they  see  a motor 
car  — the  coach  raking  us  around 
the  island  had  to  be  brought  in 
specially  for  us  from  Athens.  We 
found  the  old  town,  a few  shops 
selling  sunhats  and  sandals  and 
roads  paved  with  stones  more  than 
1 .000  years  old.  We  climbed  to  the 
top  of  a mountain  and  saw  a very 
old  monastery.  3 testament  to  both 
the  faith  of  the  monks  and  their 
good  taste  in  choosing  a spot  that 
surveyed  such  spectacular  views  of 
both  countryside  and  sea. 


Skiathos,  the  following  day,  was 
very  different  It  rained,  and  this 
was  much  more  your  idea  of  an 
upmarket  resort  town,  upmarket 
shops  and  upmarket  open-air  res- 
taurants that  even  offer  upmarket 
cushions  on  their  wickerwork 
chairs.  The  interesting  part  of 
Skiathos  comes,  as  in  most  resort 
towns,  behind  the  main  street  — 
quaint  little  roads  with  old  build- 
ings draped  in  vivid  red  Dowers. 

It  was  at  Volos  on  the  fifth  day 
that  the  relationship  between 
Greece  and  its  Orthodox  Church 
became  most  apparent.  The 
Meteora  monasteries,  near  where 
Julius  Caesar  defeated  POmpey, 
have  an  air  of  obvious  sanctity 
about  them  and  are,  plainly,  also  a 
boon  to  the  tourist  industry.  The 
guides  will  tell  you  again  and  again 
that  they  have  the  finest  painting 
anywhere  of  the  Last  Supper  and 
offer  a chance  to  look  at  the  skull  of 
St  Nicholas  for  good  measure. 

Thessaloniki  (Salonica),  home  of 


one  of  the  greatest  archaeological 
discoveries  of  all  time,  is  a dty  I had 
always  wanted  to  see.  In  the.rity^ 
museum  are  tire  treasures  of  King 
Philip  Q of  Macedonia,  father  . of 
Alexander  tile  Great  Gold  urns, 
gold  jewellery  of  a kind  to  make  the 
gentlemen  at  Garrards  salivate  — 
including  a couple  of  laurel 
wreaths  and  precious  stones. 

All  these  treasures  could 
have  been  newly  made,  or 
at  least  be  part  of  some-. 
one’s  family  heirloom  col-; 
lection.  Alas  not  mine.  There  were 
also  magnificent  ivory  shields, 
gold-inlaid  swords,  helmets  and 
other  armour,  all  of  it  taken  from 
the  king's  tomb  in  one  of  the  most . 
outstanding  finds  of  the  century  — 
a kind  of  Greek  Tutankhamun.  • 
The  church  of  St  Demetrius — he 
of  the  battle  with  the  Gladiators  — 
contains  relics  of  the  man  who  is 
patron  saint  of  the  dty.  It  is  built  on 
the  site  of  the  Roman  baths,  where 


he  was  imprisoned  and  then  slain. . 

Modem  Thessaloniki  is  a charm- 
ing dty,  a pleasant  sea  shore,  an 
avenue  of  shops,  and  a bustling 
market  that  appears  to  extend  all 
over : the  city's  bade  streets.  But 
above  aU,  it  -was  here  that  tire 
-fascination  of- arriving  by  ship 
comes  into  its  own.  Step  down  tire 
gangplank  — you  are  required  to 
register  on  a pegboard  as  you  go 
ashore  and  move  the  pegs  when 
you  return  — and  you  are  already 
•in.  tire  centre  of  the  dty,  just  as 
though1  you  had  arrived  in  Oxford 
Street  by  T^be.  A weird  sensation. 

fo  a way,  though,  no  more  weird 
- than  my  temptation  to  indulge  in 
waiersports.  Those  who  know  me 
will  agree  that  that  is  not  my  usual 
bent  But  the  day  after  Thessaloni- 
ki;- the  ship  sailed  along  the 
. Halkidflti  peninsula.  The  rocks  and 
islands  were  as  idyllic  as  any  I 
know,  and  when  the  ship  docked 
only  a matter  of  yards  frran  cffte  of 
them,-  it  was  asr  though  we  were 


taking  part  in  a movie  travelogue. 

The  ship's  captain.  David  War- 
ren Owen,  decided  it  was  an 
occasion  for  a sailor's  holiday.  He 
whizzed  around  the  ship  in  a 
dinghy  and  invited  his  passengers 
to  go  water-skiing.  That  was  dis- 
tinctly riot  nny  cup  of  tea,  but  in  a 
blue  sea.  that  was  like  a polished 
' mirror,  the  water  scooters  were' 
' something  else. 

You  are  strapped  on  to  these  with 
life  jariM*  and  crew  members  are 
on  hand  to  effect  any  necessary 
rescues.  They  were  not  called  upan. 

. That  was  something  you  couldn't 
do  on  bigger  ship.  It  would  never 
get  - that  dose -to  shore.  Neither 
would  the  stewards  wade  in  and 
out  of  the  sea  to  serve  drinks,  as 
happens  on  some  Sea  Goddess 
cruises.  This  time,  they  contented 
. themselves  with  climbing  folly 
clothed  into  the  swimming  pool 
and  offering  barbecue  snacks  and 
delicacies  from  there;  Why.  I never 
really  worked  out. 


‘The  crabs  wore  ‘we  were  here  first’  expressions’ 
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Continued  from  page  21 
simple  wooden  lodges  for  their 
guests  and  planted  fruit  and 
vegetables  to  feed  them.  To- 
day. the  lodges  have  solar 
heating  and  four-poster  beds 
and  the  restaurant  is  first- 
dass. 

On  Bird  Island,  everyone 
behaves  a bit  like  Catholics  in 
Heaven  — they  pretend  they 
are  the  only  people  there. 
Wander  through  the  dense 


mangrove  and  you  may  see 
other  people,  but  they  scuttle 
off  into  the  undergrowth  like 
perverts  in  the  park. 

So  we  snorkelled  and 
snored  for  three  days  and 
were  rather  depressed  when 
the  time  came  to  leave.  I shall 
probably  go  back  there  to  die. 

Then  it  was  off  to  Praslin 
(pronounced  Prarlan).  the  sec- 
ond biggest  of  the  Seychelles 
at  seven  miles  long  and  two 


miles  wide.  If  Mahe  was  quiet, 
Praslin  was  positively  coma- 
tose. There  was  a disco  but  it 
was  padlocked,  and  there  was 
a casino  but  no  one  ever 
seemed  to  use  it 
We  stayed  at  L'Archipel,  a 
duster  of  beach  houses  among 
palm  trees  with  view’s  to  the 
island  of  Curieuse.  Our  veran- 
da was  30ft  long  and  the  room 
was  spectacular  — a muslin- 
draped  bed  on  a platform  with 
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[AND  PRINCESS 
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PRINCESS  CRUISES  IN  THE 
MEDITERRANEAN  1998 


Grand  Princess  features  - 
•710  cabins  with  private 
bstcontos  - mora  than  any  other 
cruise  strip 

•A  variety  of  nine  different 
venues  for  a meal  or  snack 
•Eat  when  you  want  with  24  hour 
buftat/bbtro  dkring  choices 
•A  large  lap  pool  with  currant 
for  aerolite  exerdae 
•Video  studio  - appear  In  a 
hgandary  HoBywood  fifenl 
•Futuristic  nightclub  suspended 
150  faet  above  the  stain 
•British  captain  and  officers 
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Book  at  Thomas  Cook  and  enjoy  huge 
savings  - up  to  28%  off  brochure  prices*  - 
aboard  P&O’s  brand  new  Grand  Princess,  toe 
largest  and  most  expensive  cruise  stop  ever 
constructed. 

Grand  Princess  represents  a quantum  leap 
forward  in  affordable  luxury  travel,  bringing  a 
new  dimension  of  freedom  mid  adventure  to 
Mediterranean  cruising. 

Grand  Princess  12  night  fiycrulses,  featuring 
overnight  stays  in  Venice,  Istanbul  and 
Barcelona  plus  the  highlights  of  toe  Riviera, 
begin  at  just  £1,570  per  person  after  tfscount 
A small  price  to  pay  for  a grand  cruise 
experience. 

This  offer  Is  for  a Hmiied  period  only,  so  don't 
delay.  Hurry  down  to  your  Thomas  Cook 
shop  now,  book 
by  phone  or  see 

Telefext  page  268.  
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a fan  spinning  overhead.  It 
was  straight  out  of  World  of 
Interiors. 

When  we  started  to  feel 
guilty  about  lolling  about,  we 
walked  into  Bay  St  Anne  up 
the  road,  a shabby  little  place 
with  the  air  of  an  abandoned 
film  set  The  shops  advertised 
an  unpredictable  assortment 
of  oddities:  “Mr  Esperance, 
purveyor  of  goods,  liquor  and 
chicken  parts".  Another  shop 
sold  pictures  of  Christ  with 
Creole  features,  dresses  so 
outdated  they  would  soon  be 
back  in  fashion  and  the  sort  of 
ladies’  underwear  that  adver- 
tises itself  through  your 
clothes.  Beautifully  dressed 
children  sat  on  their  garden 
walls  watching  the  world  wag 
past  and  without  exception, 
everyone  we  passed  said 
“Bonzour". 

In  Bay  St  Arme  we  caught  a 
bus  to  toe  Vallee  de  Mai,  toe 
45-acre  national  park  which  is 
home  to  an  outsfaed  collection 
of  botanical  astonishments, 
including  the  bizarre  coco  de 
mer  plant.  This  huge  and 
heavy  double  nut  is  described 
coyly  in  the  guidebook  as 
“shaped  like  a woman's  pel- 
vis" and  while  extraordinary, 
it  is  nor  the  kind  of  thing  you 
really  want  to  be  seen  holding 
in  a photograph  — and  cer- 
tainly not  displayed  in  your 
wedding  photo  album. 

Then  it  was  bode  to  the 
beach  restaurant  at  L’Archipel 
for  lundh. 

The  beadws  in  the  Sey- 
chelles are  about  the 
best  I have  seen,  but  toe 
little  private  one  at  L’Archipel 
was  my  favourite.  Although 
small,  it  is  only  a few  steps 
from  your  bungalow  and 
strangely  quiet,  the  guests 
even  whispering  to  each  other 
under  the  palm  trees. 

If  the  Seychelles  sound  too 
idyllic,  1 do  have  one  com- 
plaint On  Bird  Island,  the 
path  between  our  lodge  and 
the  restaurant  was  littered 
with  large  crabs  after  dark.  A 
French  lady  two  doors  up  had 
to  be  taken  to  dinner  in  a 
wheelbarrow. 

The  crabs  wore  “we  were 
here  first"  expressions  and 
made  no  move  to  scurde  away. 
I screamed  and  hopped  so 
much  that  -Harry  had  to  give 
me  a piggyback. . Unfortun- 
ately. I had  fibbed  about  my 
weight  as  well  as  my  age.  and 
just  as  we  were  in  among  the 
enemy.  Harry's  knees  buck- 
fed,  he  Cedi  to  toe  ground  and  I 
was  catapulted  over  his  head 
in  among  a thousand  daws.  1 
think  itis  grounds  for  divorce. 


Taking  the  plunge:  this  couple  married  under  wa ter—  theimde  in  white  witfra  garter,  the  groom  with  a top  haf 


A WEDDI  NGin  a wadi  is  the 
latest  variation  available  to  a 
couple  deciding  to  many 
abroad,  writes  Steve  Keenan. 
The  travel  company  Wed- 
dings Abroad  is  to  feature 
Dubai  after  requests  from 
couples  dreaming  of  an 
English  Patient-style  ceremo- 
ny against  a background  of 

rippled  dunes  and  the  strains 
of  Midnight  at  the  Oasis.  ■ 

The  more  exotic  the  loca- 
tion. the  better,  bat  the 
broadening  range  of  destina-  - 
turns  may  also  reflect  a move 
away  from  mainstream  wed- 
ding spots.  Barbados,  Kenya, 
Antigua  and  the  Seychelles 
have  aff  dropped  in  the  fist  of 
Kuoni’s  Top  10  wedding  desti-: 
nations,  while  Sri  Lanka. 
Thailand  and  Australia  are 
on  the  up  (see  below). 

Nick  Cropper,  director  of 
Weddings  Abroad,  said:  “1 
am  unhappy  with  the  Carib- 
bean in  generaL  particularly 
the  Dommkan  Republic. 
Problems  happen  when  com-. 


EXOTIC  WEDDING  BELLS 


placency  sets  in.  Tilings  get 
overlooked  at  hotels  doing 
four  or  five  weddings  a day 
and.  whan  one  problem  oc- 
curs, it  festers..  Things  that 
could  have  been  nip  ped  in  the 
trod  become  a trig  dnemma." 

RECENT  complaints  include 
those  from  a Manchester 
coui^e  who  are  suing '.travel 
company  Unijet  over  Minted 
wedding  pictures  in  Antigua. 
And  Thomson,  last  month, 
had  to  move  wedding  dients- 
to  different  hotels  in  toe 
Dominican  Republic  because 
a planned  hold  refurbish- 
ment had  been  delayed. 

The  potential  for  disaster  is 
vast  — and  free  T-shirts, 
breakfast  in  bed.or  sparkling 
wine  will  not  appease  couples 
when  the  photographer  or 
hairdresser  do  not  turn  up. 

- However,  toe  appeal  of 
marrying  on  a palm-fringed 


beach  has  not  abated,  with 
estimates  M ap  to  40,000 
couples  marrying  abroad. 

- People  are  also  spending 
more,  with  the  average  outlay 
in  die  past  two  years  having 
increased  by  50  per  cent  to 
£1,500  per  person,  says  Mr 
Cropper.  He  dies  one  couple 

lashing  out  £500,000  to  take  a 

wedding  party  of  100  abroad. 

1 Several  tour  operators  now 
have  separate  wedding  bro- 
chures. induding  Thomson. 
Airtours,  Cosmos  and  KnonL 
; According  to  Cofleen  O'Bri- 
en, Che  wedding  co-ordinator 
for  Kuoni.  about  half  jts: 
clients  are  second-timers  at 
toe  altar.  "They  prefer  a beadr 
-to  a register  office  on  a cold 
winter  morning,”  she  said/ ' 
More  destinations  are  be- 
coming available,  such  as 
Bali,  winch  has . now  ait 
residency  rules  to  14  days 
instead  of.  23.  .The . average 


residency  requirement -Eat 
most  destinations  is  five  days. 

But  certain  countries  have 
wedding-restrictions.  Canada 
and  S’  itreriandaxe  stifl  hide- 
bound by  bureaucracy,  and 
most  Muslim  countries  are 
ofHimits. 

Local  rules  apply  wherever 
you  are.  Bali  may  have  cut  its 
residency  rule,  but  refuses  to 
catet'for  divorced  Catholics. 

• Weddings  Abroad,  0161-469 
1 122.  Kuoni.  01306  747007. 
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Maria 

Harding  asks 
whether 
Cunard’s  finest 
ship  is  all  it’s 
cracked  up -to  be 


mm. 


The  American  woman 
accosted  me  as  1 was 
about  to  board  _ the. 
coach  for  a visit  to  the 
ballet,  her  lips  set  thin  with  ; 
disapproval..  ...  ..... 

“Excuse  me,  but  I couldn’t 
help  overhearing  yousay  at 
lunch  you  thought  Odessa  was 
a lovely  a'ty.  I just  carit7 
belieeeeve  you  mean  that  irs 
so  bleak,  so  run  down.  They’ve 
spent  nothing  on  doing  it 
up...-  ' 

I pointed  out  that  cash  was. 
not  exactly  thick  oathe  ground 
in  Ukraine  in  the  Arakeof 
deunification.,  and  defended  1 
Odessa  as  best  Z could  an  a few 
hours'  acquaintance,  - 
Surely  .the  citys  . pasted 
tinted  19thkentury  houses,  the 
lovely  tree-lined  Punorsky 
Boulevard  overlooking  its  Po-  : 
temkin  Steps,  and  its  Classi- 
cal-style circular  opera  house 
had  a certain  grandeur,  albeit 
faded?  ... 

She  remained  resolutely  un- 
impressed -as  we  headed  for 
that  same  opera  house  to 
watch  the  Odessa  State  Aca- 
demical Opera  and  Ballet 
Theatre  give  a heart-rending 
performance  of  Giselle. 

Sitting  stolidly  in  the  box 
next  to  mine,  she  made  no 
attempt  to  applaud  the  virtu- 
osity of  the  dancers  and  did 
not  even  wait  for  the  first 
curtain  call  before  hightailing 
it  back  to  the  coach. 

Ah  well.  I thought  when 
you  are  travelling  an  a ship 
vaunted  by  its  owners  as  the 
world's  finest,  perhaps  life  cm  - 
board  seems  preferable  to 
anything  you  are  likely  to 
encounter  ashore. 

And  indeed.  Cunard  Line's 
Royal  Viking  Suit,  on  which 
we  took  our  Blade  Sea  cruise, 
is  a ship  with  a noble  lineage. 
Built  in  19SS  for  Royal  Viking 
line,  a Norwegian  company 
famed  for  the  quality  of  Its 
service,  the  373454on  vessel 
was"designed  to  be  the  most 
luxurious  medium-sized 
cruise  ship  in  the  world; 
providing  the  ultimate  in  com- 
fort. service  and  sheer  class  to  - 
her  814  pampered  passengers. 

The  Royal  Viking  Sun ; fell 
into  Canard's  hands  in  1994 
and  subsequently  spearhead- 
ed the  fines  drive  to  establish 
itself  as  a luxury -cruise  opera- 
tor. Since  then.  Cunard  has 
been  singing  her  praises  long  . 
and  loud,  referring  to  her  as 
"the  worh^s  highest  rated 
cruise  ship". 

The  line -bases  such  asser- 
tions on  the  1997  edition  of  the 
Berlitz  Guide  to  Cruising  and  • 
Cruise  Ships,  "which  gives 
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Cunard  proudly  refers  to  its  Royal  Viking  Sun  as  “the  world’s  highest-rated  cruise  ship” — but  some  passengers  claim  that  standards  have  gone  downhill 


Royal  Viking  Sun  — along 
with  four  other  ships  — a top 
ratting  of  1365.  - 

Judging  by  appearances  — ' 
the  elegance  of  Royal  Viking 
Sun's  public  rooms  and  her 
capacious  outside  decks  — 1 
could  see  why  the  Berlitz 
researchers  had  been  im- 
pressed. But  having  sampled 
the  standards  of  service  on 
board.  1 could  not  help  feeling 
that  under  her  new  manage- 
ment. Royal  Viking  Sun  — 
rather  Eke  Odessa  — is  trad- 
ing on  past  glories. 

And  I was  not  alone.  A New 
York  couple  who  had  cruised 
on  the  ship  in  her  heyday  were 
vociferous  in  their  disapprov-  . 


ruise 

Through 
1998  " 


And  pay 
less  for  the 
pleasure 


at ' “Royal  Viking  Sun  has 
~ definitely  gone  down,  both  in 
service  and  cleanliness."  the 
wife  said.  "The  sheets  used  to 
be  (banged  every-  day.  Now 
my  cabin  maid  tells  me  it’s 
every  , three  days,  irs  just  not 
good  enough!"  . 

An  American  lady  of  Scot- 
tish descent  — drawn  to  our 
group  by  a kilt-wearing  com- 
patriot — was  equally  disap- 
pointed. "The  ship  has 
definitely  changed  — and  not 
for  the  better.  The  service  is 
nothing  like  as  good  as  it  used 
to  be."  she  complained. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong:  Royal 
Viking  Sun  is  a world  away 
from  what  the  tabloids  might 
call  "a  floating  Lubianka"; 
judged  simply  as  a five-star 
cruise  ship,  she  certainly 
passes  muster. 

■ Her  outdoor  decks  are 
broad,  and  well  maintained, 
with  a few  nice  touches  like  a 
croquet  lawn  (the  only  one 
afloat)  and  a small  putting 
green.  She  also  caters  for 
-workaholics  with  b business 
centre,  for  health  fiends*With  a 
roomy  gym  and  spa,  and  for 
golfers  with  a simulator  which 
lets  would-be  Tiger -Woodses 
"play"  some  of  the  world's 
great  courses  by  computer. 

. Her  main  dining  room, 
resplendent  in  pale  grey  and 
mauve  with ; huge  windows, 
brass  trimmings,  snowy  linen, 
fine  china  and  crystal,  is  one  of 
the  prettiest  1 have  seen.  The 
food  is  good,  too. 

' True,  a couple  of  steaks  were 
overcooked  and  the  salads 
unimaginative,  but,  apart 
from  the  odd  aberration,  stan- 


dards were  high,  foe  bread 
oven-fresh,  the  soups  absolute- 
ly delirious  and  the  puddings 
to  kill  for. 

The  ship’s  alternative 
dining  room,  the  Veneaana 
Restaurant,  at  which  passen- 
gers may  eat  only  once  a week, 
was  even  better  dassic  Italian 
food  was  served  with  panache 
in  a chic  setting  — a real  treat 
Another  pocket  of  excellence 
was  the  Stella  Polaris  Lounge, 
a lovely  seini-drcular  bar,  with 
dramatic  ocean  views,  a ship's 
wheel  (popular  for  passenger 
snapshots],  a harpist  and  foe 
ship’s  best  barman,  a cheerful 
Frenchman. 

And  Tore  Lura,  the 
captain  of  foe  Royal 
\riking  Sun.  was  a 
real  charmer,  who 
took  time  out  on  disembarka- 
tion day  to.bid  each  passenger 
farewell  as  they  left  the  ship. 

But  some  aspects  of  the  ship 
bore  comparison  with  other 
top-range  vessels  less  sturdily. 
Cabins  ranged  from  rather 
poky  insides  to  21  enormous, 
606  sq  ft  penthouses  and  one, 
even  bigger.  Owner’s  Suite. 

I stayed  in  a 8-grade  cabin 
with  a , broad  balcony,  tele- 
vision and  video,  a comfort- 
able double  bed,  mini-bar 
(empty),  a two-seater  sofa  and 
a walk-in  dasei.  ■ 

The  bathroom  was  quite 
small,  with  only  a shower  unit 
(some  have  baths,  so  check 
when  booking)  and,  surpris- 
ingly, no  hairdryer.  Cosy  tow- 
elling robes  and  slippers  are 
provided  in  all  cabins,  but 
only  penthouse  and  Owner’s 


Suite  occupants  qualify  for 
free  drinks. 

Lesser  mortals  may  order 
stocks  for  their  mini-bars  but 
only  once  they  are  aboard  — a 
bare  if,  like  me,  you  arrive  hoi 
and  sticky  after  a delayed 
flight  to  find  there  is  not  even  a 
bottle  of  mineral  water  to 
hand. 

Room  service  was  available 
around  the  dock,  but  was  run 
on  a rather  strange  system 
whereby  you  dial  a number, 
hang  up  and  wait  for  your 
stewardess  to  call  back.  This  is 
fine  if  you  only  want  a sand- 
wich, but  a hassle  if  you  want 
to  order  from  the  restaurant 
menu,  available  during  dining 
hours  — as  you  then  have  to 
call  for  a menu,  wait  for  the 
stewardess  to  deliver  it,  and 
call  back  (hang  up,  wait,  etc)  to 
place  your  order. 

if  you  want  wine  with  your 
lunch  or  dinner,  there  is  more 
delay,  as  you  have  to  sign  a 
requisition  form  before  they 
will  deliver  it 

Compare  this  with  luxury- 
cruise  operators  Sea  bourn 
Cruises  and  Silversea  Cruises 
— where  passengers  are  greet- 
ed with  a complimentary  bot- 
tle of  chilled  champagne,  room 
service  is  a simple  phone  call 
away,  and  staff  give  the  im- 
pression that  nothing  is  too 
much  trouble  — and  you'll  see 
why  1 am  not  overly  impressed 
with  foe  RV  Sun’s  daim  to  be 
“the  finest  afloat". 

The  problem  seems  to  be 
that  there  are  too  many  rules 
and  regulations;  you  get  the  ! 
impression  that  the  ship  is 
being  run  more  for  foe  benefit  1 

NICKHASLAM  , 


of  the  crew  than  of  foe 
passengers. 

For  example,  bars  dosed  at 
bizarre  and  inconvenient 
times.  On  the  night  we 
boarded,  we  met  in  foe  Mid- 
night Sun  Lounge  for  drinks  at 


7,30pm  to  be  told  the  bar 
would  dose  for  cleaning  at 
8pm.  As  the  witching  hour 
arrived,  we  had  staff  vacuum- 
ing around  our  feet  until  we 
took  foe  hint,  gulped  our 
drinks  and  left. 


FACT  RLE 


■ Maria  Harding 
travelled  with  Cunard 
(general  inquiries  01703 
634166,  or  call  0800  000500 
quoting  Ref  RV5I  for  a 
free  brochure).  She  joined 
the  Royal  Viking  Sun 

for  part  of  a 14-nighl  cruise 
from  Venice  o»  Piraeus, 
calling  at  Yalta  and  Odessa 
in  Ukraine  and 
Qana  kkale  in  Turkey. 

■ In  August  1 998,  a 14- 
night  Black  Sea  Odyssey 
mrise  will  nwl  from 
£3.930  for  an  inside  cabin, 
£6.640  for  a Category  B1 
cabin,  and  EKUSO  for  a 
penthouse. 

The  price  indudes 
economy  scheduled  (lights 
to  Venice  and  back  from 
Athens,  all  food,  on-board 
entertainment  and  tips, 
but  excludes  drinks,  shore 
excursions  and  port  and 
handling  charges  of  £135 
per  person. 

■ The  ships  which 
share  Royal  Viking  Sun's 
top  rating  io  this  year's 
Berlilz  Guide  to  Cruising 
and  Cruise  Ships  are 
Hapag- Lloyd’s  37.012-ton- 
600-passenger  Europe, 
the  Cunaid-owned  4.260- 
Ion.  lib-passenger 
sisterships  Sea  Goddess  / 
and  Sea  Goddess  II. 
and  Seaboum  Cruises' 
9.975-ton,  212-passenger 
Seaboum  Legend. 


The  Dining  Experience,  as 
tliery  call  it  in  the  brochures, 
was  also  less  relaxed  than 
might  be  expected  on  this  class 
of  ship.  In  theory,  you  could  go 
to  dinner  any  time  between 
7 JO  and  9pm.  but  we  got  a 
distinctly  sulky  reception 
when  we  pitched  up  one  night 
at  8.30. 

And  at  breakfast  on  our  last 
morning,  when  several  wait- 
ers were  standing  about  emp- 
ty-handed. i was  told  in  the 
sternest  tones  by  one  that  he 
was  too  busy  to  answer  a 
simple  question,  and  informed 
me  curtly  that  I’d  have  to  wait 

Relatively  minor  niggles.  1 
know.  But  the  problem  with 
claiming  to  be  foe  world's  best 
— and  setting  fares  to  match 
those  claims  — is  that  people 
expect  you  to  come  up  with  the 
goods. 

My  verdici?  1/  you  lake  ir  as 
one  of  the  20  ships  given  five- 
star  or  five-star-plus  status  in 
this  year's  Berlitz  Guide.  Roy- 
at  Viking  Sun  has  a fair 
amount  to  recommend  it. 

But  the  finest  ship  afloat?  As 
my  American  friend  might 
say.  get  real. 


brochure  prices  if 
you  book  eariy 


NINE  DAY  CARIBBEAN 
FLY/CRUISES 
FROM  JUST  £999* 

See  your  travel  agent  or  call 
FREECAU- 0500  162  016 
• for  a copy  of  our  T99S  brochure 


.just  add  Royal  Caribbean 
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TWO  SPECTACULAR  CRUISES 
WITH  SUPERB  SAVINGS  FOR  SPRING  ’98 

Discover  the  sparkling  capitals  of  Southeast  Asia,  the  jewels  of  India  or  the 
ancient  wonders  of  Egypt,  Israel  and  Greece.  Orient  Lines  presents  two 
exciting  itineraries  to  these  fascinating  destinations  aboard  the  luxury  Marco 
Pblo,  a cruise  ship  renowned  for  fine  cuisine,  service  and  elegance. 

And  for  a limited  period  only,  we  are  offering  a saving  of 
50%  off  second  person,  with  even  greater  savings  if  yon  combine 
the  two  cruises  for  the  voyage  of  a lifetime! 

1st  pecson  2nd  person 


April  6,  *98  PASSAGE  TO  INDIA  15-day  cruise-roar 
Singapore/ Kuala  Lumpur/Penang/Phukct/Sri  Lankj/Codiin/BomKiy 


£2*495  a,248 


■M  S,7  AUR&4  -• 


April  19,  '98  WONDERS  OF  ANTIQUITY  21-day  cruise- tour  £2^93 
Booitiay/Salalah/Djiboud/Saiaga  ( Luxor  1/ Aqaba  (Pnr-il/Sum  {Cairo I /Jcniulrni/ Athens 


Call  01476  578747  for  Orient  lines 
new  1998/99  Croise  the  World  brochure. 


£1,448 
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Fading  grandeun  the  onion  domes  of  Pantdyemonovsky  church  in  Odessa 


Orient  Lines  ^ 

Quality  cruises  - Superb  value  ^ 

PticnnuJiriL.«fd<m:  Aunc  atOSirr  K qW  Otfc  JwAqioat— i-  h .- i_ 

T&vinp  hurt  on  1 dSng  ^ rf  A***?™  ‘ 


SEE  YOUR  TRAVEL  AGENT  OR  CALL  ORIENT  LINES  ON  0171409  2500 
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N orthem  resorts  are 


I HAVE  seen  the  future  of  skiing,  and  it 
is  in  Canaria  Largely,  it  is  the  vision  of 
the  man  leading  me  up  the  snow  steps  of 
Spank/s  Ladder  on  Blackcomb  Moun- 
tain at  Whistler. 

Hugh  Smythe  started  as  a lowly 
labourer  on  Whistler  Mountain  when 
what  is  now  the  Nol  resort  in  North 
America  was  little  more  than  a few  lifts 
running  up  horn  the  town  rubbish  dump. 
He  worked  his  way  up  through  the  ranks 
on  Whistler  Mountain,  was  the  founding 
father  of  Blackcomb.  and  now  oversees 
them  both,  as  wdl  as  an  empire  of  nine 
other  resorts. 

For  the  first  time,  Whistler  and 
Blackcomb  — previously  separately 
owned  and  uneasily  co-existing  within 
Whistler  Resort  — will  open  under  co-or- 


d mated  management,  joined  with  Mont 
Tremblant,  Panorama  and  Mont  Ste 
Marie  in  Canada  as  well  as  with  Copper 
Mountain  and  Mammoth  in  America, 
under  the  Intrawest  label. 

What  does  this  mean  for  the  holiday 
skier?  I have  to  stop  to  take  a breath. 

The  heavy  Whistler  -powder  on 
Spank/s  steep  off-piste  slopes  is  beating 
me  to  a pulp.  Smythe  pulls  up  50m  down 
the  doubletiiamond.  expert-rated  Ruby 
Bowl  to  wait  for  me.  He  is  a skier. 

And  that  is  something  unique  about 
Canada.  Unlike  in  America  or  the  Alps, 
all  of  its  major  resorts  are  owned  or 
operated  by  hard-core  skiers  such  as 
Charlie  Locke  (owner  of  five  Alberta 
areas  including  Canada’s  largest.  Lake 
Louise),  Ralph  Scurfield  (energetic  owner 


of  Sunshine  in  Albert^. 

Skat  Petersen  (charismatic 
proprietor  of  Red  Moun- 
tain in  British  Columbia), 
and  Canada’s  most  famous 
skiing  family,  the  Olympic 
champion  Nsmcy  Greene 
and  her  husband  AI  Raine. 
the  genius  responsible  for 
Whistler  Village.  They've 
left  Whistler  behind  and 
now  supervise  Canada’s 
fastest-developing  small  re- 
sort, Sun  Peaks  in  British 
Columbia. 

1 have  skied  with  them  alL  And  were  I 
to  hazard  a comment  on  who  Is  the  best, 
there  would  be  blood  on  the  slopes. 
That’s  how  seriously  Canadians  take 


their  skiing,  and  their 
resorts. 

But  Smythe  wins  hands 
down  m terms  of  who  has 
the  most  resorts  to  play 
with.  As  president  of 
Intrawest’s  resort  opera- 
tions. he  supervises  not 
only  the  nine  North  Ameri- 
can resorts  Intrawest  owns, 
but  also  property  develop- 
ments worth  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  both 
Squaw  Valley  in  California 
and  Keystone  in  Colorado. 
In  Canada,  more  money  is  bong 

poured  into  skiing  than  anywhere  else  in 
the  world.  Intrawest,  a Canadian-owned 
company,  has  just  announced  a plan  for . 


2002  for  Its  eastern  flagship,  . Mont 
Trembiaut,  whkh  wUl  push  spending  ■; 
there  up  to  almost  C$l  billion.  Govern- 
ment co-operation  with  .^inK  develop- 
ment is  better  in  Canada  than  anywhere 
else.  It  is  the  only  nation  whereentireski 
areas  as  wdl  as  resort  towns  — suteh  as 
Banff — are  permitted  to  expand  wifhui 
the  boundaries  of  national  puis- 

NOWHERE  ELSE  is  new^mngtenam  . 
.being  carved  out  so  e^pansivdy.  There  is 
scarcely  a Canadian  resort  .Without  new 
lifts  or  new  terrain  announced  each -year. 

Sunshine’S  Goat's  Eye  nearly  doubled 
that  resort's  skiing  area,.  Ferine  has 
announced  plans  to  expand  twofold. 
Having  opened  one  entire  new  mountain 
.a  few  years  ago,  -Silver-  Stair  is.  now 


blazing  new  trails  into  the  Valhalla 
Adventure  Area.  This  season  Norquay 
opens  a new  sectorr  the  American  Basm. 
Whistler.  Big  White;.  Red  Mountain. 

Tremblant  Lake  Louise. ..  all  have  new 

Efts,  ski  runs  or  lodges  for  this  winter. 

. TTus  is  not  to  say  that  Canada  is  yet 
■ perfect  ft  is  too  add  for  comfort,  until 
Much.'. for  most  holiday  skiers  used  to 
the  Alps.  .. 

• ' Whistler  is  the  only  Canadian  resort  to 
edme  dose  to  the  range  and  scope  of 
skiing  In  European  destinations  such  , as 
Val  dTsfcre  or  Verifier.  Indeed,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  say  that  Canada  has 
anywhere  near  the  best  skiing  .in  the 
viforid,  bat  it  is  probably  right  to  say  that 
it  la  the  only  place  where  skiing  ® going 
to  get  radically  better,  in  the  future. 
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■ A dual  mountain  ski- 
pass  gives  skiers  the  run 
of  both  Blackcomb  and  Whis- 
tler mountains  but  the  only 
crossover  is  at  the  bottom  of 
Whistler  Village.  Respectively, 
these  mountains  are  number 
one  and  number  two  in  terms 
of  vertical  drop  in  North 
America,  with  Blackcomb’S 
skiing  falling  one  vertical  mile 
down  challenging  couloirs, 
open  bawls  and  twisting 
gullies. 

Whistler’s  snow  is  deep,  its 
grooming  impeccable  and  its 
pistes  adored  by  intermedi- 
ates. But  it  rains  in  the  village 
and  the  snow  is  often  heavy 
and  sticky. 

There  are  several  excellent 
restaurants,  better  ski  shops 
than  in  the  Alps,  and  a good 
. range  of  chalets  and  ski-to-the 
door  hotels,  the  most  impres- 
sive of  which  is  the  Chateau 
Whistler,  opening  this  season 
after  a £20-million  expansion 
project. 

Sun  Peaks  is  western  Cana- 
da's most  impressive  work  in 
progress.  An  entire  new  vil- 
lage has  been  constructed, 
three  major  hotels  this  sum- 
mer. Almost  an  hour  from 
nowhere  — Kamloops.  BC  — 
Sun  Peaks  is  a paradise  for 
skiers  who  can’t  stand  queues 
and  who  don’t  much  like 
seeing  any  other  tracks  but 
their  own  in  the  powder. 

In  the  Okanagan  Valley,  the 
family  resorts  of  Silver  Star, 
Big  White  and  Apex  guarantee 
uncrowded  slopes,  high  snow 
levels  and  low  prices.  Silver 
Star  has  a superb  ski  school 
and  a tiny  village  that  looks 
just  like  the  set  from  a John 
Ford  western.  Big  White  is 
even  smaller,  but  with  deep 
powder.  Apex  has  outstanding 
skiing  at  modest  prices. 

Family  orientated  Panora- 
ma has  the  third-highest  verti- 
cal drop  in  North  America  and 
is  the  base  for  RK  Helicopter 
Skiing.  Now  getting  more 
attention  in  Britain,  Femie  is 
renowned  for  its  friendly  folk 
and  cheap  accommodation  in 
what  used  to  be  a mining 
rown.  Being  dose  to  the  Conti- 
nental Divide,  it  has  some  of 
the  best  powder  snow  in 
Canada. 

A legend  among  skiers 
who  fly  in  from  all  over  North 
America  for  its  unrecon- 
structed ambience  and  rough 
terrain.  Red  Mountain  is  a 
time  warp  of  stripped-down 
skiing:  snow,  snow  and  more 
snow. 

Condos  may  be  under  con- 
struction in  the  potholed  park- 
ing lot.  but  the  lifts  are  still 
slow  and  second-hand.  And  at 
the  Red  Shutter  Inn.  at  the 
bottom  of  the  slopes,  the  wine 
is  not  only  bottled  but  kir- 
made.  “en  maison ", 
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The  slopes  that  straddle  the  Continental  Divide  above  Sunshine  Village,  Banff,  offer  some  of  the  best  natural  snow  conditions  in  Canada.  AU  three  Banff  resorts  can  be  skied  on  one  pass 
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ALBERTA 


■ Banff  is  far  and  away 
the  most  popular  Cana- 
dian destination.  Breath  tak- 
ingly beautiful,  the  town 
nestles  in  national  parkland 
where  elk  really  do  roam  the 
streets.  Hotels  are  a dream, 
especially  the  850-room  Banff 
Springs  and  the  plateau  Lake 
Louise,  set  off  with  a hanging 
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glader.  Primarily  a summer 
resort,  Banff  is  surprisingly 
cheap  in  winter. 

It  is  possible  to  ski  all  three 
Banff  resorts  — Norquay. 
Sunshine  and  Lake  Louise  — 
on  one  ski  pass.  Norquay  is 
just  on  the  outskirts  of  Banff 
and  popular  for  families  and 
night  skiing.  Norquay^ 
groomed  intermediate  slopes 
are  so  carpet-smooth  that  the 
resort  happily  offers  the 
world's  only  such  guarantee: 
ski  for  an  hour,  and  if  the 
grooming  isn’t  perfect,  you  get 
your  money  back. 

Lake  Louise  has  serious 
scope  and  variety:  trees,  bowls 
and  chutes.  But  even  though  it 
is  the  largest  single  area  in 
Canada,  Lake  Louise  can  be 
skied  in  a day  or  two.  The  new 
Whiskeyjack  Lodge,  in  stun- 
ning hand-cut  timber,  is  one  of 
the  most  impressive  in  North 
America.  Sunshine  Village 
straddles  (he  Continental  Di- 
vide and  has  the  most  sensa- 


tional natural  snow  f have 
ever  skied,  but  it  is  also  blasted 
by  cold  winds.  The  recently 
opened  Gears  Eye  mountain 
has  the  kind  of  open  off-piste 
that  skiers  from  the  Alps 
crave. 


HOW  TO  GO 


■ The  Canada  This  Win- 
ter guide  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Visit  Canada  Centre 
(0391  715000: 50p  per  minute). 
About  58  tour  operators  go  to 
Canada,  the  same  number  as 
last  year;  only  France  attracts 
more  UK  operators,  with  78. 

Thomson,  Crystal,  Ingharas 
and  Airtours  all  offer  charter 
flights  to  Calgary  and  Vancou- 
ver this  season;  Neilson  and 
First  Choice  go  to  Calgary 
only.  And  afl  six  offer  bath 
Whistler  and  Banff 
Inghams  (0181-780  4444)  has 
the  biggest  programme,  with 
11  resorts.  Crystal  (0181-399 
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5144)  offers  an  unusual  option 
on  its  Jasper  holidays,  stop- 
ping over  in  Edmonton  at  the 
world’s  largest  shopping  mall. 

Thomson  (0990  329329)  pro- 
poses two-centre  holidays  in 
Sun  Peaks  and  Whistler.  First 
Choice  (0990  557755)  counts 
Mont  Tremblant  among  its  six 
resorts.  Neilson  (0990  994444) 
has  multi-resort  holidays  mov- 
ing among  Whistler,  Banff 
and  Jasper. 

Airtours  (01706  232324)  con- 
fines its  choice  to  the  Banff 
resorts  and  Whistler,  but  with 
some  good  chalets  in  the  latter. 

Ski  the  American  Dream 
(0181-552  1201)  was  the  first 
firm  to  feature  North  America 
and  now  offers  a rated  service 
in  six  Canadian  resorts.  Fron- 
tier Ski  (OISl-776  8709]  is  one  of 
the  pioneering  firms  to  Cana- 
da. featuring  all  the  resorts 
reviewed  afeove,  plus  safaris 
and  snowcat  skiing. 

Ski  Independence  (0990 
550555)  features  four  Canadi- 
an reswis.  Ski  Safari  (0171-262 
5069)  started  only  last  year  but 
already  covers  all  the  small 
resorts  reviewed  above.  Made 
to  Measure  (CH243  533333)  and 
Momentum  Travel  (0171-371 
9111)  are  experienced  tailor- 
made  specialists.  Other  opera- 
tors include  Ail  Canada  (01502 
565176)  and  Sktworld  (0171-602 
4S26). 

For  Internet  users,  here  are 
some  useful  Web  sites.  Details 
of  all  the  Intrawest  resorts  at 
http://www.intrawKt.com.  In- 
formation on  skiing  in  BC  is  at 
http://skicentral.com  /british 
cnlumbiahtmL  Safety  inform- 
ation is  at  btip://wwwxsacxirg. 
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Lake  Louise  offers  serious  sobpe  and  variety  with  trees,  bowls  and  chutes 


■ Historical  snow 
depths  .wQi  be  reported, 
along  with  snow 
conditions,  for  resorts  featured  on  the 
Ski  Club  of  Great  Britain’s  Web  rite, 
http:/  / www.skidub.co.uk. 

That  means  Internet  users  accessing  the 
Ski  Club's  pages  win  be  able  to  track  this 
winter's  snowfalls  at  a particular  resort 
and  compare  them  with  snow  depths  going 
back  decades.  But  don't  look  yet 
Although  Zermatt.  Saas  Fee  and  several.' 
Austrian  resorts  are  open  for  skiing,  the ' 
SCGB  snow  report  pages  will  not  be  online 
before  November.  However,  do  look 
oulfor  the  SCGB*s  new  magazine.  Ski  and 
Board,  a facelift  for  the  old  Ski  Survey 
incorporating  more  snovrtjoardiirg. 


SNOW  REPORTS 


■ The  Crfterium  de  La 
-Premiere  Neige  (00  33 
• 47906  066Q)  nms  from 

December  JH4ia  Val  dTsire  this  year. 

This  famous  opening-season  party  brings 
racers  and  resort  owners  together  with 
ordinary  skiers  for ‘World  Cup  ski  races  and 
events  on  and  off  .the  slopes. 

Skiers  inahuny.togetiothesnow 
should  consider  the  tiny  Auvergne  resort  of 
Le  laoran  (13033  47149500®,  which  has  a 
ski  lift  from  the  tram  station  platform  to  the 
ski  dopes..  . 

Gamblers  with  nerves  bfice.should  try 
their  luck,  in  Meg&ve.  Opening  at  Christmas 

m a fonner  bus  station,  the  Casino  de 

Megeve  (0033  45093  0183)  wjj]  feature 
blackjack  and  roulette  and  1930s  decor. 
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Contact  ut  tor  tho  very  best  of 
Canadian  Skiing.  HriMcilns, 
Snowcats.  Crosscoaotry.  * 
Resorts  coacMD-ieoajt. 
Contact  vs.  to4ay  for  yotu  pwomI 
OWtatiM.  itmertry  and  rtsenamm 

0181  776  8709 


Canada  Colorado 


01727  841177 
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Canadian  firms  have  built  up  30  years'  worth  of  experience  and  infrastructure,  which  gives  skiers  the  reassurance  of  rescue  helicopters,  emergency  bivouacs,  avalanche  evaluation  and  weather  and  communications  stations 

Wild  times  with  the  ultimate  ski  lift 


Whump  . ; . - 
whump  . . . 
whump.  Ihe  ro- 
tors of  the  BeB 
212  JetRanger  pound  through 
the  crisp  Arctic  air  like  ham- 
mer blows,  in  sync  with  my 
elevated  heartbeat  and  with  a 
low-frequency  force  I can  feel 
to  the  soles  of  my  feet. 

The  pilot  roars  over  our 
kneeling,  huddled  group  and 
kicks  foe  clattering  machine 
imo  a tail-high  stall  turn, 
diving  steeply  and  driving  flat 
across  the  glacier  floor  to  slide 
in  indies  away  from  my 
outstretched  hand. 

As  designated  doorman.  1 
catch  the  pflotTs  eye,  pop  foe- 
hatch  open  and  usher  my  nine 
fellow  hdi-hounds  on  board. 
They  all  wear  goofy  , grins, 
some  more  ridiculously  rimed 
than  others  from  helter-skelter 
tumbles  through  foe  thigh- 
deep  -powder  snow  we’ve  just 
.farmed  Into  duck  furrows 
down  1800  vortical  feet. 

I put  on  foe  rear  cabin 
headset  to  listen  m.  He  pilot 
and  our  chief  guide.  Mike 
Wiegde,  are  deep  info  a tacti- 
cal discussion:  headwinds, 
and  which  hill  to  attack  next. 
Over  foe  years,  I've  done  seme 
15  million  vertical  feet  of  this 
kind  of  skiing.  But  I am 
bouncing  with  enthusiasm  to 
do  jr  again,  and  Mike  is 
radioing  ahead  to  push  bade 
lunch.  He  too  wans  to  squeeze 
m one  more  run. 

Helicopter  skiing  is  simply 
the  most  fun  you  can  have  in 
the  snow.  A"  full  season  of 
resort  skiing  is  no  match  for 
just,  one  week  of  helicopter 
skiing  at  Mike’S  3,000-square- 


mfle  powder  playground  in 
the  Manashee  and  Cariboo 
ranges  of  interior  British 
Colaftbia. ... 

•'  Much  nonsense  has  been 
written  about  helicopter  slu- 
ing. usually  by  those  who  have 
experienced  only  resort-based 
operations,  or  the  even  more 
limited  flights  permitted  in  the 
. Alps. 

Same  outdated  myths  per- 
sist helicopter  skiing  is  said  to 
be  unconscionably  dangerous, 
unaffordably  expensive  and 
only  for  experts. 

Many  skiers  are  confused 
rby  whai  are  entirely  different  - 
types  of  helicopter  skiing.  A 
day  anywhere  is  good  for  a 
trial.  But  nothing  compares  to 
a fall  week,  in  Canada.  staying 
in  remote  lodges  and  flying ' 
out  every  day.  all  day  into  foe 
wilderness.  This  is  foe  classic 
helicopter  skiing  experience, 
invented  in  Canada  almost  30 
years  ago  and  today  best 
represented  by  the  world's  two 
largest  operations.  CMH  and 
Mike  Wiegde  (MW),  both  of 
whom  feature  huge  territories 

— bigger  than  all  foe  ski 
resorts  in  Europe  put  together 

— under  concession  from  foe 
Canadian  Government 

In  a week,  skiers  can  easily 
ski  IS0J300  vertical  feetofopen 
glacier  and  densely  forested 
terrain,  foe  helicopter  waiting, 
at  foe  bottom  of  each  run. 

Smaller  Canadian  opera- 
dons  based  near  ski  resorts, 
such  as  foe  three  in  Whistler, 
have  less  expansive  terrain  but  . 
offer  the  ideal  opportunity  to 
try  Mi copter  siding  for  just  a 
few  runs.  The  siding  standard  - 
there  is  generally  intermedi- 


Forget  those  iU-informed  critics:  helicopter  skiing  with  an  expert 
organisation  is  the  best  fun  you  can  have  on  snow,  says  Doug  Sager 


Outdated  myths  persist  that  heli-skiing  is  expensive  and  for  experts  only:  modern  reality  in  Canada  is  different 


ate.  and  runs  less  impressive 
than  with  MW  or  CMH.  A 
package  of  three  runs  costs 
about  £200. 

- Canadian-style  helicopter 
skiing,  where  helicopters  can 
Cake  off  and  land  anywhere,  is 
illegal  in  the  Alps.  Helicopter 
skiing  is  banned  altogether  in 
France,  ecologically  unaccept- 
able in  Austria,  and  allowed 
only  in  certain  regions  of 


Switzerland  (most  notably  Zer- 
matt and  Verbier)  and  in  Italy, 
best  on  the  Monte  Bianco  arid 
Monte  Rosa  massifs. 

In  Europe,  helicopters  are 
allowed  only  to  land  at  specifi- 
cally designated  points  and 
altitudes.  A single  flight  in 
Italy  starts  at  about  £50,  and  is 
nearer  £125  in  Switzerland. 

There  is  no  landing  zone  in 
foe  Alps  that  is  not  accessible 


— sometimes  fairly  easily  — to 
skiers  dimbing  uphilL  I have 
witnessed  mountain-top  con- 
frontations in  Switzerland 
with  ski  tourers,  who  resent 
helicopter  skiers  taking  the 
easy  way  up.  Alpine  helicopter 
skiers  are  often  forced  into 
long  traverses  in  order  to  ski  to 
valley  floors  to  pick  up  road 
transportation  home. 

The  danger  in  Canadian 


helicopter  skiing  is  more  in- 
nate than  invited.  Flying  in 
helicopters  and  landing  them 
spectacularly,  in  some  in- 
stances on  knife-edge  ridges,  is 
one  element  of  risk.  Weather  is 
another.  Wilderness  terrain 
can  be  as  unwelcoming  as  the 
open  ocean.  Avalanches  are  a 
constant  hazard,  as  is  the  less- 
publidsed  but  no  less  fatal 
phenomenon  of  tree  wells: 


helicopter  skiers  risk  suffoca- 
tion if  they  fall  into  holes  left 
around  tree  trunks  where 
falling  snow  has  been  blocked 
by  overhanging  branches. 

These  are  the  inescapable 
downsides  of  skiing  anywhere 
in  true  wilderness,  compensat- 
ed for  by  the  experience  and 
infrastructure  that  Canadian 
helicopter  skiing  firms  have 
built  up  during  the  past  three 
decades. 

Standby  rescue  helicopters, 
remote  emergency  bivouacs, 
weather  and  communications 
stations  and  constant  ava- 
lanche evaluation  provide 
some  reassurance.  But  heli- 
copter skiers  depend  ultimate- 
ly upon  themselves  and  their 
guides. 

Discipline  is  essen- 
tial. Every  skier 
undergoes  profi- 
ciency exercises  in 
finding  buried  objects  with  an 
avalanche  transceiver.  All 
have  hands-on  training  in 
helicopter  evacuation.  Any  ski- 
er failing  to  ski  within  bounds 
delineated  by  the  guide  is  sent 
home.  No  one  approaches 
even  a shut-down  helicopter 
with  skis  carried  higher  than 
waist  level. 

It  is  foe  thrill  of  deep  snow 
lying  as  nature  intended  that 
exdtes  foe  wilderness  skier. 
And  foe  wilderness  can  never 
be  entered  without  risk.  In  foe 
history  of  Canadian  helicopter 
skiing,  one  skier  per  year  is 
killed  on  average.  In  a similar 
30-year  period,  on  average  80 
skiers  per  year  die  in  foe  Alps 
from  avalanches  alone. 

In  the  hedonistic  calculus. 


helicopTer  skiing  is  a bargain. 
For  foe  passionate  skier  with 
more  money  than  rime,  mea- 
sured on  a scale  of  vertical  feet 
skied  in.  multiplied  by  feet  of 
deep  powder  snow  of  such  a 
degree  of  crystalline  quality  — 
minus  hours  spent  standing  in 
lift  queues  — Canadian  heli- 
copter skiing  comes  in  at  a 
fraction  of  the  cost  of  resort 
siding  anywhere.  A week  at 
MW.  including  all  helicopter 
flights,  guide  fees,  meals  and 
accommodation,  starts  at 
around  £2500  (excluding 
flights  from  Britain). 

And  you  certainly  do  nor 
have  to  be  an  expert  to  do  it.  1 
have  heli-skied  with  children 
of  seven  and  grandmothers  of 
70.  The  secret  is  wide- body 
powder  skis,  aboui  foe  dimen- 
sions of  waierskis.  These  add 
ten  years  to  any  skier's  experi- 
ence and  have  reduced  inju- 
ries dramatically.  Both  MW 
and  CMH  have  courses  for 
absolute  powder  beginners. 
And  no  one  in  any  group  is 
pushed  beyond  their  limits. 

There  are  some  objective 
reasons  for  choosing  MW  over 
CMH.  At  CMH,  one  helicop- 
ter is  assigned  to  four  groups 
of  eleven  skiers,  with  only  one 
guide  per  group.  This  means 
much  longer  waiting  periods 
for  pickups  than  with  MW. 
where  one  helicopter  services 
only  three  groups  of  ten  skiers 
at  most 

More  crucially  for  safety. 
MW  always  uses  two  guides 
per  group.  That  means  one 
additional  fully  equipped 
guide  behind  you  as  backup, 
not  just  one  guide  hundreds  of 
metres  ahead. 


GIVE  IT  A WHIRL  - SAFELY  AND  SECURELY 


HowrcbTOchedyo|tMins^ 


M I have  skied  with  all  foe  firms  listed 
below,  except  TLS  and  Klondike;  both 
highly  rated  by  experienced  helicopter 
skiers  who  used  them  last  season. 
Among  Canadian  specialists,  James 
Orr  (0171-580  7883)  is  a new  UK  travel 
agent  specialising  only  in  helicopter 
skirng.  He  can  born  foe  romantic  TLS 
(formerly  Tyax  Lodge):  remote 
Klondike  in  die  Yukon  and  Revdstoke- 
based  Selkirk  Tangiere,  as  well  as 
Mike  Wiegde.  MW  can  also  be 
booked  direct  at  Blue  River 
headquarters  (001 250  673  8381). 
Klondike  accepts  direct  bookings  (001 
6049380727).  ~ . 

■ powder  Skiing  North  America  (0171- 
736  8191)  is  the  UK  agent  for  CMH. 
which  cannot  be  bobked  direct 
Frontier  Ski  (0181-7768709)  represents 
RK  Hefi-Skiing.  based  at  foe  family 
resort  of  Panorama,  and  all  three 
Whistler- based  day  helicopter 

. operations.  ••  . 

■ In  foe  Alps,  Ski  Weekend  (01367 
241636)  is  Britain’s  most  ambitious  fonr 
organiserfor  serious  as  well  as  for 
novice  helicopter  skiers.  The  Ski 


Company  (0171-730  9600)  offers 
thrifliog  descents  on  the  Rui tor  glacier 
from  its  Yellowstone  Chalet  in  Ste  Fay, 
France  Powder  Byrne  (0181-871 3300) 
has  helicopter  siding  options  in  the 
Grindehvald  region.  And  Colhneige 
(01276  24262)  has  a long-standing 
' programme  of  Swiss  and  Italian 
descents  for  its  Chamonix  clients. 

■ Check  you  are  fully  insured  before 
helicopter  skiing.  Crystal  and  Inghams 
are  the  only  mainstream  tour  operators 
whose  insurance  specifically  includes 
helicopter  skiing,  but  only  as  part  of 
their  package  holidays.  Snowcard 
(01327  262805)  is  one  of  the  few 
specialist  insurers  with  full  off-piste 
and  helicopter  skiing  cover  for 
independent  skiers,  valid  world-wide. 

■ Some  of  the  hefi-ski  companies 
listed,  such  as  the  overseas-based  ones, 
are  not  bonded.  This  means  your 
money  is  not  protected  if  foe  company 
gets  into  financial  difficulties.  Pay  by  * 
credit  card  for  foe  protection  It  affords, 
and  book  your-air  ticket  separately 
with  an  agent  that  holds  an  ATOL, 
ABTA  or  IATA  licence. 


We 


Christmas  Sunshine  in  the  Land  of  Wonders 

Costa  Rica’s  Glorious  Pacific  Coast 

15  nights  at  the  sophisticated,  European  managed,  all-inclusive  Playa  Tambor 


ears  offering  a wonderful  opportunity  at  Christ- 

mas timeandatavery  moderate  tariff  to  visit  one  of  the 
most  unspoilt  countries  in  the  world  • hometoa  variety 

of  flora  and  fauna,  and  whose  physical  beauty  has  few 

parallel*  anywhere.  This arrangementallaws a restful 

stay  on  the  magnificent  Pacific  coast  with  its  glorious 

beaches  with  the  option  of  visits  to  some  of  the  most 
important  national  parks. 

The  programme  commences  withaflight  from  Gat- 
widc  to  San  lose,  before  transferring  to  the  Pacific 
coast-  For  our  15-night  stay  we  have  arranged  accom- 
modation at  the  sophisticated,  European  managed  4- 
star  Playa  Tambor  Hotel  situated  on  its  own  glorious 

beach  and  ideal  for  a relaxing  stay  or  as  a base  from 

which  to  explore  the  national  parks. 

Since  the  demand  for  the  few  available  places  is 

anticipated  to  be  high,  it  is  essential  that  telephone 

reservations  are  made  to  avoid  disappointment 

THE  PLAYA  TAMBOR  HOTEL 
The  Playa  Tambor  located  in  one  of  the  most  heau- 
tiftil  areas  of  Costa  Rica  with  endless,  unspoilt  beaches 

along  the  Pacific  Ocean,  lies  within  its  own  natural  park 

witha  rich  vaneb'oTffora  and  fauna.  The 402 rooms  are 

all  air-conditioned  with  full  private  facilities  while 


FROM£995.00 

FULLYINCLUSIVE 


drinks,  entertainment  most  watersports.  tennis  and 
much  more. 

DEPARTURE  DATE  £ PRICES 

Tuesday- per  pc  non  inaMin  room 
16th  December  1997-  15roghtsJ395.00 
returning  to  London  Gatwick  on  1st  January  1998 
Single  room  supplemenL£395.0Q 

-SB 

0171-6161000 


pub  Ire  amenities  include  restaurants. 

bars,  swimming  pool  and  casino.  The 

hotel  offers  an  all-inclusive  arrange- 
ment; all  meals,  free  national  brand 
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TRAVEL 


TO  ADVERTISE  GAlIc 
• 0171481 1989  (TRADE) 

017l4S1400a(PRfV>2S 

' FAX:  Q17T7827824 


OCTOBER  CRUISES  FROM 


£299 


MW  at  Lam  M*  yw  can  saw  £100  periodic  oo  Tboosra  7 and  W ri$t  Heffimrafl  arises  ad 
crane  rad  stay  holidays  on  the  EaeraM  aed  Island  Breeze  departing  in  October  and  November  1997. 
Wth  prices  fooo  jast  Q99"  tadadkg  flights,  all  nab,  pit  taxes,  tips  aid  watiimM. 


EMERALD 

HOME 

30  October 

MEDITERRANEAN 
ISLAND  GEMS 

31  October 

14  November 

JEWELS  OF  THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 

7, 21  November 

Day  1 

Majorca 

Majorca 

Majorca 

Day  2 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea  | 

Day  3 

Andalucia  (Malaga) 

Malta 

Nice/Monaco 

Day  4 

Gibraltar 

Sicily 

Pisa/FTorence 

Day  5 

Lisbon 

Neapolitan  Riviera 

Rome 

Day  6 

Spain  (Galado) 

Corsica 

Sardinia 

Day  7 

At  sea 

Minorca 

Barcelona 

Day8 

England  (Southampton) 

Majorca 

Majorca 

With  great  offcn  Ufa  tfcb,  m wonder  Law  Wy  is  NoJ  for  crakes. 

CHECK  LUNN  POLY  PRICES  BEFORE  YOU  BOOK 
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CHECK-IN 


Cyprus 

Cruises 

from 


MS  SES\HS0s/C.-  SPECIAL  OFFERS 

7 MGHT  <RUISES 


EGYPT  AND 
HOLY  LAND 

WAS  FROM  £469 

NOW  X -}QO 
FROM  *->// 

Cyprus  • Egypt  » Athdod  • Cyprus 
■ Egypt  • Haifa  • Cyprus 

Standard  Inode  Cabm 


MODERN  WAYS  TO 
ANCBslT  WOWJDS 
WAS  L46T 


NOW 


£399 


Cyprus  ■ Haifa  ■ Asfidod  ■*  Egypt 
« Alexandria  • Cyprus 
Standard  Inside  Cabin 


Ai.  : 'W-LJ  V.T 
t'.I-'A  i.-\r-:N  Of.i'AKTL'K' 


Indudcs  upto  6 meals  per  day  and  moot  entertainment  ; 

UMTTED  AVAIAHUTY.  DtSCOLNTS  AVALAHJE  ON  OTHER  CABW  TrPtS 

BOOK.  NOW  ON  , 

O54I  525  017 

Open  Mon-FH  8.30am  - 8pm  Sat  ^am- 8pm  Sun  lOsm  - 8pm : . 


Te  I E t E X t 

on  ITV  p 2S6, 


The  Holiday  Makers 


«M  Horde*  laL  MttngM  a* 
UkKm  boMip.  Ohr  a 

in  ArtaN  OMi  appid*  I 
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OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


■Viw 


*1  y 


★ USA  and 
CANADA  * 


•NcwYoA 

tan>£169 

+Boslijn 

hw  £169 

ftPhbddphu 

horn  £169 

* Washington 

Iran  £169 

ftBaidnnr 

bon  £169 

★Orlando 

ten  £179 

★C&caqo 

hon  £189 

★Lns  Angdes 

ten  £261 

★SfliFnnrisce 

fan  £261 

★Mann 

ten  £266 

★Dallas 

Inn  £266 

★Stall  it 

Boa  £276 

♦ Toronto 


i £210 


♦ Ottawa 


bn  £210 


♦ Montreal  item  £210 

♦VanrouwT  aw  £263 


*ORLANDO  £179 


eclip@e 


W990  329  326 


[Lines  Open:  Mon-Fri  Sam-Bpm,  Sat  9am-5pra,  Sun  lOsm-Spra. 
Wi*o  at  to*  ww  urn  Bpry  afaw  to  wtfy  mi  mb*  Wr<  tees. 
RnrOalaHcadiytanpBLoL  OTA  VIM  JOTLZJO  MX 


WHY  PAY  FOR 
TRAVEL  INSURANCE 
WHEN  YOU  CAN 
SET  IT  FREE  AT 
LUNN  POLY? 

Free  travel  insurance  on  all  overseas 
holidays  over  £329.  Just  ask  at  any 
Lunn  Poly  Holiday  Shop. 


Lunn  Poly 


ASTA 10Q57 


-1  better  n a y ta  getaway 


Fra.  nawreo  wetes  '3  ngtdnc  raft  ■ dMion  si  bp  so  1 1 Ay*  «#»  wrtk*)  EB9 
Of  «w*p*f  pmen  » short  twJ  £4»  » m«  p«  pww  oniarip  had 

n^MoniMiWSrbaswVdieMing  QRrr«wnamexBtanM 
«r*  «iy  MU  rwaw»™r  a Oscoiri  Oter  u&m  » raw  camp  nr. 

— ■ Fur  oeais  nufiawruine*. 


Travel 

Insurance 


Fm  fl  per  dnj 


SUN  SELECTION 
Open  Mon-Sra  *raa-9pn« 
Opca  San&f  Spot-lpm 


OI5S2  4?01)2(» 


ri.w  i i zoxi:  mi 


tesae  g— i not 

fsb  east  am  raaniiM. 
cans  imr 


0171  287  8997 


Esagsai 


'A 

SAYE  JMVEL  INSURANCE 


WORLDWIDE 


01892  83  3338 


M5TBB 

101717347755 

IVKXISmBGC 

0171  838  1011 

ary 

0171  588 1516 


0121  200 1116 


kmhemOuih 

01202311488 


0117927  7425 


LSHB 

01132448880 


01618322445 


NOVEMBER  SEAT  SALE!  | 
Great  reductions 
on  direct  flights  to  Auckland 


FROM  LONDON  GA TWICE 


2 November. 

6 November. 

13  November, 

20  November — £5fi9 


FROM  MANCHESTER 


23  November — £439 
* Stay  for  up  to  8 weeks. . 

AusmwEn 

50  Conduit  Street  London  W1 

nwiadDM  «n.  crew  MZlMMUilH  MO. 


- ..r7-ef?§ 

.v.'T. 

j?.  ■•:'$'£  ^ ^ _ ^ 


%: 

A>  hoUdays  featunnl  are  renua  frooi  London.'iadiide 
accaoBnodadon  u>  spedfied  [except  Ry-Driw)  and  hee  UK 
ooniwaiRg  H«h«*  «•  «•«<*«•  boHdry*.  AU  are  mfaica  to 
avaUbitUy  «vl  varying  travel  periods  in  Nov  ’97. 

For  Ut  deraib  see  ITV  Tetcrext  p380.  your  travel 
agenc  or  British  Airways  Trawl  Shop. 

For  tkeSe  And  dtker 
World  Offers  Holidays 
call  wS  on: 

©‘IRO  224  224 

AVm-Sut  0434-1900,  Sun  1000-1600 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS 

HOL3DAV5 


“Will  things  have  changed 
by  the  time  I turn  the  page?” 

Tn»  tbne  *hout  new  & A neuvnar  (hr  bog.  But  LmOtp  the  Avaliahie 
chmatoa  end  Wwnet  serwe.  **ssi  has  M latest  Sky  News  prowJesowo. 
sport  nd  buaaess  stones  hom  amnd  the  worfd  and  (futaers  them  eroeod 
the  dot*  m 3v  tauom  WkJi  owns  that  jou  erahst  ntormed  at  twry  ton. 

>0800  111  210. 


TRAVEL  CONTINUES 
ON  PAGE  28 


Havel  as  many  times 
as  you  like  from 
£59.95  a yeas 


With  oar  annual  travel 
insurance  yau  can  take  an 
unJiniited  number  of  trips. 

To  enrol,  call  between  Sam 
and  Ppm  Monday  to 
Frida}'  averting 
reference  T!CP9- 

Cgiic.  maiiuga  rAtl  yfri'rr  Unuaga  a^j*.  Min  Tktth^J  Ontnvmr 
eulli  77  Anmai  Ltpoa  5mk«  Eorepr  Limlsrf  It  mt  nlfptnkrt 

r.'XnricK'  jnoflfdiw'JirASlflXfcMiJiiaBrt 


Insurance 

» MSB  Services 

0800  700  737 


CITY  BREAKS 


CHRISTMAS 

i\  rin;  si  \ 


PhnW  *Afl  Owx  DJSA1 
Ceaariee.  Haddra  & EHm 
Goa,  Gmfaii  ft  Sri  i™h 
Ctdbbeen  ft  Far  East 

PHsitfe^sKb/Apatnna 

FOUR  WAYS  TRAVEL  {A| 
01X19019205  ra 


AFRICA 


Laxurtoas  remotB  lodgeis. 
VMkmg,  canodno.  riding  and 
wBtacte  safaris  wflli  the  vory  best 
guides.  Superb  ifldUfc.  Advontam 
•81  comftut  Gall  us  tn  create 
vour  ideal  safari. 

TO:  (01 SM  2B979  FttC38879 
in  HaMB  W itrtmn  IMBI 

aww4a@ 

EXCLUSIVE  BS 


CITY  BREAKS 


PARIS -Eurostar  and  first  two  nights  from 
£17  9pp.  Extra  nights  from  £1Spp.  ' 

AMSTERDAM— Eunostar  and  first  two  nights 
from  £ 139pp.  Extra  ni^ns  from  £20pp. 

ROME  — Right  and  first  two  nights  from 
£189pp_  Extra  nicies  from  £2  Opp. 

BRUGES- Eurostar  and  first  two  nights  from 
£12  9 pp.  Extra,  nights  from  £20pp. 

BARCELONA- Ri^tt  and  frit  two  nights 

from  £21 7 pp.  Extra  nights  from  £21  pp. 

For  efey  breaks  worldwide  call  us  on 

6181 7414443 

or  visit  your  travel  agent 
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•A  TRADITION  OF  EXCELLENCE- 
Call  now  to  reserve  yonr  cabin 

08701  616466 

Other  great  "discounts  available 

Open  Sat  > Sun  ld-6,  Mon  9-7 
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OW  LOW  CAN  YOU  GO? 


vvwvv.easviet-.com 


01582  700003 


easyJet 
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WEEKEND  SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25  ,W 
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Forget  auld  acquaintance,  for  singles  there  is  a jollier  way  to  celebrate  New  Year’s  Eve,  says  Jo  Carlowe 


The  cast  of  This  Life  may  not  be  too  bothered  about  who  deeps  where,  but  if  you  don’t  want  to  end  up  on  a crowded  couch  book  a holiday  cottage  with  enough  beds 


party 


Celebrating  the  new 
year  is  always  tricky 
for  the  single  twenty- 
and  ihirty-some- 
ihings.  You  are  too  old  to  go 
dubbing,  - too  young  to  be 
sipping  port  in  front  of  the 
television,  and  not  so  desper- 


MAFTWBEDQALL 


CHANNEL4 


ate  that  you  vvant  to  go  home 
fat 


v 

*r- 


.v- 


to  your  family. 

The  solution?  Hire  a cottage, 
grab  a party  of  like-minded 
friends  and  hole  up  in  the 
middle  of  nowhere  for  a week. 
lr  is  exactly  what  the  cast  ot 
This  Life  or  Friends  would  do 
if  they  went  away  together  for 
new  year. 

The  idea  of  getting  away 
from  it  all  with  a group  of- 
unattached  friends  is  a very 
1990s.  thing.  This  is  the  decade 
in  which  single  power  has 
become  a force  to  be  reckoned 
with.  One  need  look  no  further 
than  the  popularity  of  the  two 
cult  television  shows  to  know 
that  friends  have  become  sur- 
rogate family- 

And  so  it  is  that  professional 
twenty-  and  thiny-some- 
things.  with  time  off  work  and 
cash  to  spare,  are  teaming  up 
in  droves  to  see  m die  new  year 
away  from  their  extended 
family  and  childbearing, 
nappy-wielding  peers. 

Lisa.  32.  met  her  husband- 
to-be,  Nicky.  36,  an  antique 
jewdleiy  dealer,  on  such  a 
cottage  holiday.  “When  it 
came  to  New  Year's  Eva  I was 
always  worried  1 would  not  be 


Getaway  people:  back  row,  from  left,  Fiona.  Graham  and  Judith.  Front  Lisa  and  Nicky.  Right  stars  of  Friends 


invited  anywhere  or.  if  I was. 
that  it  would  get  to  midnight 
and  I would,  be  the  only  one 
without  someone  to  kiss,"  said 
Lisa,  a schoolteacher  from 
Barnet,  north  London. 

’ One  year  she  traipsed  to 
Trafalgar  Square,  only  to 


spend  the  whole  night  trying 
ips  of 


to  avoid  the  lunging  lips 
passing  inebriates. 

“I  loathed  New  Year’s  Eve 
so  much  that  i used  to  offer  to 
babysit  — and  this  special 
night  came  to  mean  babysit- 
ting." she  said' 

Two  years  ago  everything 
changed.  Lisa  teamed  up  with 
a friend,  Fiona,  a 33-year-old 
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from 


£699 

All  Inclusive 

Caribbean:  Cuba 

10  us  1st  class  beach  botd/all  inclusive 


Cuba  is  die  largest  Caribbean  island.  Varadero  is  its  premier 
beach  resort:  13  miles  of  while  sand  beach  and  excellent 
waterspora  on  the  m>nh west  coasL 
Las  Brins;  Good  first  class  hotel  set  on  excellent  beach. 

Two  restaurants,  bar,  swimming  pool,  tennis.  Airconditioxied 
rooms  with  bath/ shower.  TV.  balcony  (garden  view). 

ALL  INCLUSIVE:  all  meals,  drinks  (exc  champagne); 
uairrsporw  (windsurfing,  sailing,  kayaks,  snorkelling:  inc 
instruction  1:  tennis  (hie  instruction/ equipment). 

Depu  due  dates; 

WSw-97 
23  Nov 


MS  Bn: 
WDec  - 
16  D« 
2SDec  . 
SQOn 


•13  «&* 


•13  Kli* 


Price: 

Departure  dans: 

Price 

XZ» 

HUM  Feb 

. £899 

£M9 

10  Mar 

£849 

0699 

34  Mar 

~ £819 

CI19 

31  Mar, 14  Apr 

£899 

£9W 

115,12  May 

• £699 

£1319 

26  May 

£749 

£*» 

02.09 jun 

- £699 

£799 

OTJul 

£799 

HoEttoys  may  be  extended 


Tfce  price  bdodec  5ch edukil  O^bis/Ga^kk,  UK  Dept  uv  of  £20. 
W ngjtaaS  ndimeTianicrv  Price  par  perann  sharing  win  rotas. 
Nig  yAiU*  if.  jfa  rio:  £15.  Lical  dept  tax:  51a  Optional 
nuncr.  I9!l7;£&&  W9fc  Be«di^condiuomapphr. 

To  book,  telephone  (open  daBy  SW/Sun)* 

« 01306  744300 

Fax:  01S06  744334 


UIT4 


UTOL-Ut 


The  Travel  Cotfecoon, 


tWpt^e  House,  frnrika^.  Surrey  RHMAZ. 


BBC  broadcast  as- 
sistant from 
Hampstead,  north 
London,  who  was 
already  a veteran 
of  the  cottage 
boom.  “We  wanted 
to  escape,  to  spend 
the  new  year  with 
friends  somewhere 
nice  in  the  country 
and  make  a whole 
week  of  it  In  this 
way.  New  Year’s 
Eve  itself  would 
lose  its  significance 
and  there  would  be 
no  anti -dim  ax," 

Lisa  said. 

. Aware  that  New 
Year's  Eve  was  fast  ^ ^ , 
approaching,  they  . 

took  a risk  and  booked  a 
cottage  for  eight,  confident 
that  the  vacant  places  would 
be  easy  to  fill.  TTtey  plumped 
for  somewhere  situated  off  the 
beaten  track,  at  Ross-on-Wye. 
Herefordshire.  It  cost  about 
£400  — cheap  when  divided 
eight  ways. 

Fiona  wanted  an  equal  gen- 
der divide.  She  found  four 
willing  female  friends,  but 
getting  the  men  was  more 
mcky.  Taking  a gung-ho  ap- 
proach. she  asked  two  men  she 
hardly  knew.  She  had  seen 
them  at  a couple  of  social 
functions  and  derided  they 


‘I  loathed 
New 

Year’s  Eve 
so  much 
that  I used 
to  be  quite 
happy  to 
babysit  for 
all  my 
friends’ 


would  fit  in.  Finally,  an  eclectic 


group  was  gath- 
ered: an  Irish  law- 
yer, several  Lon- 
don professionals, 
and  Nicky. 

Two  weeks  be- 
fore going  on  holi- 
day they  all  met  up 
in  a caft  to  discuss 
the  shopping  and 
transport  arrange- 
ments. For  some  it 
was  the  first  time 
they  had  met.  Ju- 
dith, 32,  an  office 
manager,  des- 
cribed it  as  a com- 
promise between 
going  away  with 
close  friends  and 
• joining  a singles 

■ holiday  with  total 
strangers.  By  December,  three 
of  the  men  were  no  longer 
single  but  they  went  anyway. 

“I  tried  to  have  intimate 
telephone  conversations  with 
my  new  girlfriend  but  the 
cithers  were  always  around." 
complained  Graham.  37.  a 
personnel  officer. 

Another  group  member  con- 
fessed: “Graham  is  a roman- 
tic. His  calls  were  a little 
flowery,  a bit  gushing.  We 
couldn’t  help  but  listen  in." 

■Hie  most  enjoyable  aspect 
was  the  general  laid-back  feel- 
ing of  the  week  — a great  relief 
. after  a frenetic  year  at  work. 
Days  tended  to  begin  with  a 


late  breakfast,  which  some- 
times carried  over  into  lunch 
and  afternoon  tea. 

Some  days  involved  sight- 
seeing or  country  strolls,  while 
afternoons,  according  to  Gra- 
ham, consisted  of  a never- 
ending  quest  for  the  "ultimate 
cream  tea".  The  evenings  were 
equally  stress-free,  with  the 
cold  tempered  by  alcohol,  chat 
and  the  occasional  game  of 
Trivial  Pursuit. 

"Everyone  was  so  easy- 
going, and  besides  the  weather 
was  so  atrocious  that  no  one 
would  have  been  able  to  go 
stomping  off  as  everything 
was  under  five  inches  of  ice," 
Lisa  said.  New  Year’s  Eve 
itself  was  spent  in  the  pub. 
ruined  by  a two-man  band 
"murdering"  old  ballads.  "If 
titis  had  been  New  Year's  Eve 
at  home  it  would  have  been 
terrible,  but  because  we  had 
the  whole  week  it  didn’t  mat- 
ter," she  said. 


group  warmth  that  was  build- 
ing up  inside  the  beamed 
cottage  with  its  open  fire.  The 
extreme  cold,  combined  with  a 
heady  mix  of  free-flowing  alco- 
hol and  a festive  attitude, 
proved  a dangerous  cocktail. 
By  the  time  John  arrived,  he 
found  his  place  as  boyfriend 
had  been  usurped  by  another 
— more  This  Life  than 
Friends. 

However,  the  Nicky/Lisa 
romance  was  all  above  board, 
although  ir  did  not  really  start 
until  a month  later.  “During 
the  week  I couldn’t  take  my 
eyes  off  her.  but  there  was  the 
pressure  of  the  group,  so  if  I 
had  tried  anything  and  it  had 
not  worked  out  I would  have 
ended  up  with  egg  on  my 
face,"  Nicky  said. 

The  couple  are  to  marry  in 
April  — with  young  brides- 
maids. “All  those  New  Year’s 
Eves  spent  babysitting  weren’t 
in  vain  after  all."  Lisa  said. 


HOW  TO  PLAN  YOUR  ESCAPE 


THE  larger  the  group,  and  the 
more  popular  the  area,  the 
earlier  you  need  to  book  for 
Christinas  and  new  year.  “For 
this  year,  most  of  the  larger 
properties  have  gone."  says 
Mike  Dean,  of  Blakes 
Cottages.  “Places  with 
[hatched  roofs  and  open  fires 
rend  lo  go  first,  as  do  those  in 
central  locations  such  as  the 
Cotswolds.  People  like  New 
Year's  Eve  in  a castle,  so  if  you 
want  a quirky  property,  book  a 
year  in  advance.  But  groups  of 
six  Lo  eight  people  prepared  to 
go  off  die  beaten  track  can  still 
find  places." 


HOUSEHOLD  TIPS 


“A  prerequisite  of  any  house 
party  is  a decent  ratio  of 
bathrooms,  showers  and  WCs. 
Heating  should  be  good  and 
open  fires  or  wood-burning 
stoves  are  essential,"  says 
Rural  Retreats. 


Nicolle  Tower.  Jersey 


WHO  DOES  WHAT 


WALES 

■ Archer  House  in  Anglesey 
sleeps  eight  with  two 
bathrooms  and  three  WCs.  Set 
on  an  850-acre  farm.  Excellent 
trout  fishing;  £667.  (English 
Country  Cottages). 


Blakes  Cottages  (01282  445555) 
has  more  than  2,000 
properties,  ranging  from 
cottages  to  casdes. 

English  Country  Cottages 
(0990851159  provides 
properties  for  between  two 
and  22  people: 

Rural  Retreats  (01386  701177) 
offers  new  year 
accommodation  fora 
minimum  of  five  nights. 

The  Landmark  Trust  (01628 
825925)  has  restored  buildings 
of  histone  or  architectural 
interest 

Helpful  Holidays  (01647 
433593)  has  properties  in 
Devon.  Cornwall  and 
Somerset. 

Other  operators  indude 
Country  Holidays  (0L282 
445095),  Northumbria  Coast 
and  Country  Cottages  (01665 
830783).  Welsh  Country 
Cottages  (0)328  851341), 
Country  Cottages  in  Scotland 
(01328  864011)  and  West 
Country  Cottages  (01626 
333678). 

Individual  owners  often 
advertise  in  the  classified 
columns  of  The  Times  and  The 
Sunday  Times. 


WEST  COUNTRY 
The  following  are  available 
through  Helpful  Holidays: 

■ The  Fort.  Rame  Head, 
Cornwall  sleeps  20  in  eight 
bedrooms  (ail  with  sea  views) 
plus  right  bathrooms;  hard 
tennis  courts  £21264. 

■ Alston  Manor  Hall 
Holbeton,  near  Plymouth.  A 
first-floor  apartment  with 
indoor  and  outdoor  pools,  five 
acres  of  land,  sauna,  gym. 
Two  double  bedrooms,  one 
single  Sleeps  54c  £914. 

■ Ocean  View  Bungalow, 
Hope  Cove.  Devon.  Views 
across  bay.  open  fire,  four 
bedrooms  (three  doubles,  one 
twin).  Sleeps  8-9:  £923. 

■ Gib  House,  ibth-oenhny 
property  by  Dartmoor:  sleeps 
four  in  two  bedrooms;  E732. 


EAST  ANGLIA 

■ Brindle  House.  Wnoxham. 
Norfolk,  steeps  eight  in  one 
double  bedroom,  two  twins 
and  two  singles  EQ7D  (English 
Country  Cottages). 

■ Grange  Barn,  a converted 
barn  near  Reepham,  Norfolk, 
sleeps  four  m double  and  twin 
room,  one  bathroom:  £772 
(Rural  Retreats). 


THIS  NEW  YEAR 


Prices  are  per  week  over  new 
year,  unless  otherwise  slated. 


SCOTLAND 
■ Blanfield  House,  near 
Tumbeiry.  Strathclyde.  An 
Edwardian  house,  steeping  14. 
set  in  a 64-acre  estate;  seven 
bedrooms  with  en  sake 
bathrooms:  six  with  king-size 
beds  and  one-fbur  poster. 
Includes  croquet  (awn  and 
piano;  £3261  plus  £50  for 
heating  (through  Blakes). 


NORTH  OF  ENGLAND 

■ Hunter's  Hollow. 
Northumberland,  sleeps  seven 
in  two  doubles,  a twin  and  a 
single  two  bathrooms:  £837, 
(Rural  Retreats). 

■ Swarkestone  Pavilion. 
Derbyshire,  sleeps  two:  roof 
terrace:  £267  (Landmark  Trust). 

JERSEY 

■ The  Nicolle  Tower.  St 
Clement's,  octagonal  tower 
occupied  by  the  Germans 
during  the  war.  sleeps  two; 

£368  (Landmark  Trust). 


Interior  of  Hunter’s  Hollow  in  Northumberland 


Of  course,  not  all 
group  holidays  run 
like  an  episode  of 
The  Waltons.  John, 
29,  a journalist,  found  little  to 
celebrate  when  he  joined  his 
girlfriend  and  mates  at  their 
holiday  cottage.  The  others 
had  arrived  several  days  earli- 
er. John  had  failed  to  realise 
That  the  icy  British  winter 
would  compound  the  sense  of 
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In  the  footsteps  of  Marco  Rob  Pace 
this  legendary  route  across  the  . 
remote  aixl  spectacular  landscape  of 
western  China.  19  days  from  the 
Forbidden  City  tothe  bazaars  of 
Kashgar,  from  the  endof  the  Great 
Wfefl  to  the  wastes  of  the  Gobi 
and  the  heights  of  the  Pamirs 

Sslact  departure*  on 

24  Ma*  30  Aug  1 994 
Prices  fi»m  £2205 


t Paradise  found 


todays  « the  MUddte  Kmgdom,  through 
a world  of  gardens,  canab  and  water- 
borne villages  to  the  Vfcmce  of  the 
East  - Suzhou  - where  philosophers 
and  mandarins  retired  Plus  the 
splendours  of  the  Forbidden  City;  the 
Terracotta  Army  the  srgttts  of  Shanghai 
and  Hong  Kong  anda  crurse  through 
the  magcal  mountains  of  Guilin 

Select  departures  on 
12  Apt  G Sep,  4 Oct  IMS 
Prices  from  £1995 


fhe  Dragon's  Croum 


When  you  have  viewed  the  splendours 
of  the  Great  Wall  and  the  Forbidden 
City  and  the  savoured  the  delights  of 
the  Gurim  and  Hong  Kang,  retire  to 
the  tameless  peace  of  AnhUL  Far  off 
the  beaten  track  among  the  clouds  of 
the  Yellow  Mountain  and  die  lanes  of 
ancient  villages 
Select  departure*  «w 
12  Apr;  8 S*p,  4 Oct  1 99S 
Prices  from  £1750 
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Book  direct:  0171-836  9911 
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weekend. 


All  the  glamour  and  atmosphere  ofiuxury  cruising 
is  now  packed  into  exciting  P&O  Cruise  Breaks  of 
between  3 and  7 nights. 

.And,  unlike  normal  short  break.1*,  the  travelling  is 
every  hit  us  exciting  as  ilie  destination. 

So,  whether  you're  sailing  m Amsterdam  or  Historic 
Lisbon,  your  holiday  starts  die  moment  you  step  on 
board  and  begin  to  enjoy  all  the  impressive  facilities; 
ottered  by  either  of  our  superliners,  Oriana  or  the  latest 
addition  to  the  fleet,  Arcadia. 

And  with  prices  starting  from  just  £2Q*j*  why  nor 
surprise  your  partner? 

We  promise  you,  the  earth  will  mow. 


P&O  Cruises 


For  a copy  ofotir  lpp8  brochure  see  your  ABTA  Travel  Agent,  call 
OflpO  726  7^6  or  post  this  coupon  to  P&O  Brochure  Services. 
ICO  Victoria,  Bristol  BSl  3YX. 


Name:. 


Address: . 


FWcode: 


* Price  per  adult  for  inside 
4-bcrih  cabin  cruise  no.  818. 
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CHECK-IN 


ITALY 


TRAVEL 


SPECIAL  INTEREST  | USA  & CANADA 


WINTER  SPORTS 


tilKll-Si?Vr7if'..',r::n 


Loch  Less. 


■KmoABtlagaaMiHaad.  TDM  HOUMYI  In  da  eon 
nr  CW  Honraato,  bra mjfal  bdrifa)  Xm  M Nbr  1W 

.pmT.^11  Mi  rtf  ZOO  ICJA770  ■.  Tfea  TiwMiif. 

■ Mbbt*  Tamil  Cam.  Dmuil- 

faf  [mjifaiL  An  imf  s m.  i 

aMa.om-4flooS5cMhn)  I 


ZjnzIaatfefcrfSafasrf 
Jonfan  u4&  tfe  spirts. 
Jo«ta  i$»  a writ  matey 

Joofa-E^frCTSS 
juBfatMWfte.hfataus 
ja*Bftik-B4pjr£MS 
toyrrimtiT  IH<4  Ewtftij— r 
Oft  0181  772  0020 


Fly  to  Scotland  from  £59  return. 

Fane  available  From  London  Heathrow  and  London  Catwkk  to  Aberdeen,  Inverness, 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  Fare  also  available  on  other  selected  domestic  routes. 

To  book,  see  your  navel  agent.  British  Airways  Travel  Shop,  or  call:  0345  222111 

Iiwotku  fl.rhi  jwiLibfc  from  London  Heathrow  until  IBrii  New.  *97  and  auaUbte  from  London 
Canncfc  from  I7m  Nm  -97  onwwifa.  M day  advance  pmdwseand  nMnuiai  Suuolay  night  any 
■aqutanf.  Fare  sutbea  to  awriahlny  Ftiuwger  euros  exctadcri. 


Traditional  ^n: 
farmhouses,  Tjj 

riWoj  and  Q( 
apartments  in  v 

Itafyt  prettiest  ' 

region*. 

FREE  COLO  UK 
BROCHUHE 

RING 

(0990)  143683 

QUOTE  1 161 
WCANZENIDUlA 


FABULOUS 


qfc  Hond'iTlcked 

exclusive  hotels  to 
suit  every  budget 
ift  Fly  any  day  of  (be 
week  and  stay  as 
long  as  you  please 

«**  0 1 23 5 824324 


UX  HOLIDAYS 


HOSEASONS 


Handpicked  cooages  - 
throughout  Britain. 
Seu&e  and  countryside. 
Free  colour  brvxhurt. 


•'  * FRKE  CA*  FERKV  • 


sea mSCm**** 

Td:  01  983  406655 
OvtaurfNa*  Ywr  brwtawj 


53  -55  Batiumt  H&C 
ImbnSWIS  9DR. 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS 

The  world's  favourite  airline 


2*  hn  ■ 7Aqa 

or  Ml  yore  local  ATA  ml  aft* 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY 

CITY  BREAKS 


I The  speria&to  in  travel  to 

PERU 

CnddCnpiidloitkin 

0181  747  8315 

Low tntB^b 

0101.747  3108 

-'Unkjters&t-' 

0161  832 1441 

an  an  amaawa  aeo  nm  inea 

TURKEY 


ALL  THE 
BEST  OF 
CANADA 


AH  typo  of  holidays:  tours, 
cubes,  dtyHbruks,  outdoor 
experiences  and  otcureknn. 
All  auractionx.  All  year 
round.  M arrangements: 
Bights,  hotels,  car  hire,  even 
theatre  tickets. 

Free  colour  Brochure, 


COTSWOLDS 


•-•Tv 

Juajvrttu  dooming  ! 

Free  brochure  . factoring 
350  sefcctedWext 
County  cottages 

01326  565555 

W tnihitmdmwA 


■ WINTER  SPORTS 


:WHh  Waymark  Holidays: 


eUUT  ORUMS  K1EM199  taut 
b etc  HUH.  AMmm  HoUOoym 
OUlOlWai  gi  bnndort 


Phone 

0990  434  434 

Quo:*  AC63SO 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


CARIBBEAN 


FRANCE 


iBtoxdmaaa  Colour  bnchmo. 
TO  0181  6813612  ATOl  2 429 
AjmauA  Bmcb  vim,  pool,  cm. 
mrnUL  Aon  £1690  par.  TMITOc 
0171  930  0835. 


TOBA0O:  Lastly  boom  « Hl 
Mu  on  cowl  mu  golf 
anno,  4 doahla  bode  and 
bubs,  ale.  mold  imta,  air  pan 
coDoctAon.  Avail  39th  Nov  ro 
ShSp^T-gy.  01277  364189 


@irocamp 

Bnolwz  out  raw/ 

^Save 

%:10% 

Widest  choice  of  dbe 
T ^ best  campsites 


CALL  US  TODAY  OR  SEND  FOR  OUR  BROCHURE 
44  WINDSOR  ROAD,  SLOUGH  SL1  ZEi 


UK.  HOLIDAYS 


HEII13»BBKHUB-HWIIWf| 

8cpBand.BuiUaMeiertMU.uiMe  I 
DMe\  PnAL  wales.  Eat  JMtfbnatl 
Siikisc.  cocracfctj,  nonet,  Somamtl 
Down  COTMa'+Wni  prices  I 
Ian  DMBiKaeekKiuAw  ferryO  I 

Hi  01758  jja 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL; 

0171 481 1989  (TRADE) 
Until  4000  (PWAEQ 
FAX:  0171 782  7824 


tvSrset.  HANTS*  CITYBREAKS_ 
&LO.W. 

/^NOVEMBEkT 

I -SPECIAL, 

l-JSSSSBAt:  m^rT 

I UmWMbMaeeia^**--  | W Ub 


PARIS 

2 FREE 

nights 

JUN*  tor  tiptoe  eft. 

£119* 

Foe  due  and  otter  FREE 
night  oSin  in  grimed  IT 
to  4T  hoed*  see  your 
travel  ageot  or  call; 

Thomson 

City  Bneafcs 

01712008703 

•aawiB.lTMMUMBi- 
31  Dec  ftjme  Mm  BaMck. 
HeMtnn:  BknMOBm  aM 
ItaMK  6 te  Ineuir  tan 
HWrtgofcMdMd. 
Tmmsqh  Tan*  Onunmi 
Ltd  ABTA  V3126 
ATOL  2324 

SURREY  & SUSSEX 


770041 : 


CHRISTMAS  AND 
NEW  YEAR 


ACTIWTTV  OWM  MglWwr 

Bnxbin  T«t  01082^30083- 


EAST  ANGLIA 

^ mM 

H W UOWUt  tiae 

S^SS£-S&t< 


gKrtjBWft  nun  449*813. 


HOSEASONS 

COIMKY 

< on  u,i  <. 


Hand-picked  oooagc* 
tlinin^wH  MnrfoTk.  . 
Coastal  and  couraryekfe. 

free  coSsarTbeocbui*. 


HOLIDAYS  AFLOAT 


BOATING 

i h 

BRITAIN 


English  Country 
Cottage* 


MM 


AN  UNWVA1US 
choice  at  Fw^unfi 
kweBeit  areas. 
L PreeAMiMge 

& colour  brochure. 

W . . *W6 
Z (0990)851111 

QUOTE  sin  f (MHl 4 


WALES 


The  widest  choice. 
The  Canals  of  England 
andV&ks,  the  Norfolk 
Broads,  Thames,  the 
Fens  and  Scotland.. 

■ Free  colour  brochure! 

Phoae  01502  502 602. 

Quote  B7425  . : 


Te!  0131  S91  2222 


CORSICA 

OOHSKAimACEta  Wb  ■padOBbO 
Id  Cbralfi  Lovely  vino*  with 
pod.  eottB^o  By  the  eoa,  nodi- 
aval  Tiling*  home#,  morally 
wlKnd  bouh.  VerrfrfraUj 
penoaal  #m*iee.  ATOL  2647 
ATTO  TO  01424  46QQ46 


FRANCE 


(HU  1 1 ANY  IiUiillw  cottap##, 
Ibnnhooe##.  Tina#-  Country 

Canam  la  taaea,  01282 
44B0Q4  Quoting  LKTOQ2. 
WUTTAflY  Sooth.  Him  Irani 

sfria^sasraags 


QUOTE  T 


v/  Fufiy  equipped  tents 

S Luxury  mobfle  homes 

y'lree  kids  dubs  on 
many  sites 


0541 555055 

Zxteruntt  OAT  tliffcttnct 


I require  some  <tuality  leisure  time  away  from 
the  hustle  and  bustle  of  my  normal  life  and  at 
a price  I can  comfortably  afford. 

V 0345  - 

ami 

or  see  im  appointcd  imvet  agent 


» Over  4^XX)  railages 
■ 1000-i  of  IWS  prioa  id  held. 
Holiday!  from  ESS  EXT  week  and 
03  per  Sixwl  Break  p*r  property 
/wj  ■ CMLHWATHM 
Vr  ■ roue  mov 

Country  . 1998 

ty  i«  i ' _ BROCHIIIE. 

JhhXinays  Qdtooxt  nooz 


' Qir  rate  Ibf  none  HnHdayt, ' 
Dept  B2425.  LomMoA. 
Sifok  NR32  2LW. 


MLnaBnW.Ca6kln(pdat/ 
SemerES-MlT  l«Wid  3 
had  come#  lartUc  lemHon  w» 
Vt— .Tbfcotona  Zk  771387 
MHCownfliolUqe-Sem- 
aalar  chotoa.  Ovoe  300  la«M6- 
nl  Loeianei.  h™h»aw. 
haul#.  h'.SfieaaoB  cralafne  1 
flipey  emaaaa  all  n UptM 


Twpffb  jatacUoei  of  quality 
character  cottages  In  the 
PtembroloshinrCoast  National 
Park.  AH  properties  famished 
totheWgbeet  MMtdaid* 

Rkw  Hiw  Cor  6ss  cutout  brochure 

01239-8813975^. 


cm  01BQ2  860  688  CM  MO 

■Wout  carmen.  286 

Mha  MMdaal  oocrofl—  In 
■math  Mutton#:  Hac  ran#. 
AimCoe  Bra  01823  681Q6a 


tSwaeml  Sorer adAredi  irou»  Eanrf  3lM-1»a^  Wa*  Sit  11^ aa^  iftrt  fcpmkeed  J faa*w 

Noa-nfrmiaMt.  SOjea  U traBd^tf.  JUUmS  UDearehar  W7.  Cafli  Aa^gBdailacdiate.4Ilgefl«aw«iaiiawd^r<aallly 


LAKE  DISTRICT 


ffirlsft  Country 
Cottages 

■ AN  UPremUHD  diMce  in 
Je  the  batmen  of  Wiict 

Fret  68  page 

oofour  bnxfn/ie. 

JfgS  RI  KG  (0990)  851122 

:Bm  BEF.  WU201  Q4Bnl 


WINTER  SPORTS 


ITALY 


TURKEY 


USA  & CANADA 


BRITTANY  onecr  BoUdnn- 
Ghre  villa#  h Mlajiu  aonad. 
0181  641  6060,  «WA  V3262 


aangv  hr  mlc  dive  Cray 
jog  Orm.  SfooA  Q1S46  723100 

COTG  D’AZUR/  Vane*.  20  min# 
IWm.  BaaotUtal  apL  #tea  4»ol 
aatf  pknp.  AvoU  tan.  ItowYtr 
and  CT£n  TOJ171  376  E7»l 

COntnuUREidnhvcenatn, 
farmhowa##.  vfHaa.  Coanar 
Cottage#  In  Mm  01282 
448004  quoting  LKF0O4. 


S And  Mobile  Home 
M Holidays  In  Europe 


lUmHTAent.  Xaaaa  low  ramMaraMaeHHB 

ska#  nmr  w#.  morn  outer  crumb  obmiw  n»n/ 

98.  Brochaan:  01983  2B2351.  b oac  EHtfu. A«l#i#i»n  IWIrtai# 
0181  834  3031  ECA  bondad 


WINTER  SPORTS 


mnWH  AIM  troll  -quipped 
■i  Lineal  roly  ham.  chain,  oom- 
tattUrilbt  12.avaHaM»wtnr 
m k JmSn.  01732  480025. 


USA  & CANADA 


... Choose  EttrvS&es.t.J  ' Portugal 


NO  ONE  COMES 
CLOSER  TO  FRANCE 
Traditional  holiday 
properties  of  character 
and  quality  in  France 
and  Corsica. 

Many  with  pool. 

FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE  fl 

RING  (0990)  143681  /jt 

QUOTE  REF:  FI 50  jQJCS 

VACANGESEN  &&MW 

CAMPAGNE  BSm 


WINTER  SPORTS 


Prices  start  front  £95"  fair  7'highls  ond  £1T5“ 
for  14  nights,  in  a lent  for  up  to  six  peoplo. 
JUST  LOOK  WHAT  EUROSITES  CAM  OCTET  TOU: 
■H  110  of  Eurupo'i  tap  quafoy  aunprilp*  aowT  Eurapa  ' 
■1  Specious  tont*  & hmy  vreB  ororiModtrioUa  boni^J 
■I  Sto0lo  end  Mutt-Cbeiira  hofiduyi  inClgi*l 
barapaen  CovnbfaBinduding 
Franco,  Italy  end  Spcdu 
■I  faUy  traRnod  EsaSbn 


Kv  1/  Briain'a  nida* 
cbnim.  HoBday  PbAa 
■ JKT  vidb.  indoor  pool* 
asiri  partly  id  do 
— or  quitt  loodom 
pSPW'  Bre  coLxir  brochure. 

Phone  01502  502  601 
Qooce  HI  850 


’'S32&S3FSZ 


Orroe  Uomna.tMUw>. 
Pi*  HlWft  laromft, 
MgLNXIIILW 


SPAIN 


Bapmb  rang#  of  quality  vffim 

ttZ&SFoStESr*- 

IDS  UONTOroS  HaatretH  Unc 
d«  4 M.  4 hath  vflk.  own 
peel  arodn.  in-  bwdi  clab.  Haafl 


. 0181  3875888. 


T0UMUNE  VACAKOt  Urolj 
ceoagw  la  Loin  VbDoy.  Cha-i 
mm.  win##,  oac  food.  Oponanl 
wlnim. C»ll«a»  01634  83223QI 


ME  loraty  I8C  m#M>i 


FLIGHT,! 


. .V  . ro  . 

i.  1 


bi  #atL  villa  (#lp#  BX  Bma- 
>lv*  earn.  Lg*  pool  Swnndne 
vtawn.  Maid.  BOO  - ea4B8nw. 
Opto  an  roar,  01189  402680 

SKY  RIANCE  Ovality  villa#  ■ m- 
M#a  many  with  pool#.  Enjoy 


Francophil*  SaU 

I 013304  31860 


WINTER  SPORTS 


MALTA  &G0Z0 


la*  I Apia  Co*  1997  b*#t 
Bboeboro  rami  01204  64 


7 nlfltda  Biflat 
TATENCS-lnnESn 
coamcowAVtemgaM 
srnmaas4*«ronB7i 
bc.OkdttLtnnfBfflab! 


G0ZD  HOLIDAYS  LTD 

I MUVMM  ■ flOLMM 

WINTER  SPORTS 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


Sbnply  (be  beat  lor  nOmed 
boSdeyaka: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA  A MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Namibia  & Zimbabwe 
SOUTH  AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tet  Cl  81  3433233 
Fan  0181 3433287 
Seeonr  webnae 
tairf"pwwjtBvw8CLecia 

ran  a*MKoum 

LS  Aio&iAvotjc.  yuITS 

m i«ta»=n 


*Rbb  wada  in  a tradMunal 
New  England  home 
(including  flights,  car 
hire,  hotel  ttopover  end 
mtnrenced  firam  £675"  per 
person  lowseanoa  and  Dram 
£975*  per  person  high 
season.  A superb  collectian 
of  autfufly  nlmwl 
lakeside  and  inland 
properties  in  Vermont, 
Maine.  Connecticut.  New 
Hampihire.  Rhode  Iriand  & 
Massachusetts  (Including 
Cape  Cod). 

FKEEU6EA6E 
COLODS  BB0C&URE 
CALL  (0990)  143686 
QUOTE  AC84  (24  HRS) 

Or  wriH;  New  Ea|)md  Cbaany 
Hana.DcptAlH4.fla  Bra  20S, 
PrdbTOaqb.BB201YQ. 


dtaBanaoiiti: 


WINTER  SPORTS 

A1KD7BU  faiaar  jqnl  a«re  A 2 
B6aa  «lopa#  A «kl_#chool.  Br 


lO.  pally  aaaaaad  For 
raUta  +M  479  00SB48  I 


weekend. 


la  tha  Lab#  Dteto.  Igyg  ooi- 
oar  brochm*.  01766  702208 

iUMBWlBH  OOTTABB8.  200 
Lataiaba  uwaapa#  Bn 
twapanart  Qulamaa#  l lfcw 
Ytoaravafl.TO-<»77««to999S0. 

BttAT  VAUMraaUty  mom. 
Oror  320  in  Tha  Laka  Dtarict 
01282  448721  OJC  1063 


LONDON 


»TTRAL  UMB0M  Loan  aurat- 
nwn.  Tab  0181  4S1  3094 
Frac  Oim  m*  - 


NORTHUMBRIA 


Th*  VM?*  N*J  ttoOdnj  Slwp 


wtaaa.  adjaoani  Una,  ChTOy 
Pea  Ora  Tab  0171  2B9  69BB 


mmm 


Choice  rf  Havel  and  m 
axornmodatlon  al 
amazing  prices 

WXHURfc  ._£?* 
Din  584783  **""»** 

SQSVXmfS: 

0171  5842841  . A 


ro-fcnxbhwtr  j 

450  beMa/ Bonaf  \T  A 
andbooMauna  1 
□awn,  Genml  asd  Somaac  1 
MMto^rdaBWWnr  I 
naadhaarSmsaburlndm.  1 
WestcouioySdro  : ; j 
HQPfUL  HOUDAn] 
Tel  0M47 433535  (Z4hn)j 
CanbaO*#m.Da*«tgUlOf  4 


ACTIVITY  HQUDAYS 


La*  Arcs  I 


■Maabmd  aapway  rf«  4 


ITALY 


Italian  City  Breaks 

from  the  No.l  Specialist 


N.-:i  HOUMYS 

, Ratabday/si  «m  Nw  Wt  atiTtana 

‘ CM!  RdOTOtS  LOCAL 
■ UMFQLYMUMOfSHOP 

Thomson 


PEAK  DISTRICT 


SCOTLAND 


■ 0171  389  an 


ABIAYsaaG.  ARIL  2524. 

! UwnFWy  ABIA1S057.  ' " 

; DBtonaritactBRadageoniiMiRdy 
HofiiqKMlaaaijptfe.  afc  andabae 
- taAhpon^Bndebetaei^Octttei 
CTfesEjed  to  ■ iMfrtamcte 
oanthelbittiwi  MbsproMSorriaSy 
wdtanndlpbftoiinME  fdsp  hr 
Bdqii»KCadiaBlcbrar*A.  ' 

minMtrno  SH  hcedayra6 


WALES 


DOWER  Rtyfflo  1 TC  RmabOaM 
I.  vtevn#  *naaHa  OU  <27  Lie 
bar  AA  Brob  01269  E9S640 


: 103) 


CM  qtty  cot*,  alpa  4. 


■ 01381  610402 


VENICE 

; HOTEL  CANALETTO**.. 

; HOTEL  AMADEUS**** 

1 

| FLORENCE 


2 NHBHT5  FROM 


£279 pp 

2 mans  from 


FRANCE 


; HOTEL  ARIELE*** £269 pp 

I HOTEL  VttlACARLOTTA**.** £279pp 


UX  HOLIDAYS 

freedom 

Britain 
& Ireland 

7he  freedom  lod®  ufot  you 
want,  when  you  vronf  - huge 


DORSET,  HANTS. 
&L0.W. 


YORKSHIRE 


It.  i F 

: a 


i If  n 

! / > 


tantarejeotregraqiate  34S70O 


ROME 


, HOTEL  VILLA  GLOW*** 
; HOTEL RfVOUr***  ... 


2 WCHfTS  raOM 

£265pp 

£279pp 


New  I9S8  rntxa-  bcodanv 

01282445  004 

quoting  Damn 


GREECE 


Fto/s -JUST '£389 


ySSTSSS Sul^ruevaW^.PrtolodiAkmuretd^^ 

nam»OlO»¥aBKbkttimSiOogma^Uainami.Mmmt9a 
iilS'yw  QB79  atol  pp.  penua  based  on  2 aduiu  during.  Wedend  and  tingje  auppiemacs  Sppty- 


VBIONA 2 MonsntoM 

J BRAND  HOTEL"***...  £309pp 

Ertra  rn^na  evadaWe.  Pnc«  include  ratum  fflghts.  aansfere 
and  services  of  a Magic  reprosentatm. 

•'kfj'2  Thv^-»  Call  reservations  now  on 

01817414442 

oonMn*  or  see  your  travel  agent 


Ul 

Fonnlwusai  end  codai. 
Itfcd  fe?  'bmliiei  and 
couplet  oM  yaor  round. 


BLAXES  COTTAGES 

HWT BROCHURE  CXIT  MCW , 

^ quote  codcDtS706  ^ 


ACTIVITY  " 
HOLIDAYS 

BRBWB  WF«  mab  Bonlraltov.7- 

9 ai-23  (w»m  «w 

AetMDat  01432830083. 


oottapai  *l»ap«  4.  anaaraftblaa. 
Btochnra  01929  332049, 

ACTIVITY  HOLIDAYS 


Country  CottmgeM 
in  Scotian* 

EUEPIICMAL  holidiy 
pnroereaei « dre  more 
banaM  may  of  Scotland. 
P8U  M NUa  BROGMAE 
RING  (D990)  S5113J 
QUOT3  5N234  (HHn) 


KODK  Oty  Cancan.  C 

Xaaaa  b Now  Yarn  1 

JKES^ 


DO^LgLHAlLHOm. 

hotoL  4 acres  ii?  BamSI! 

tadwrfcnMdpnot.i^Stan! 

&rf^SL£sai.eii?.  pa  «»«• 

. Anoka.  Con  01947  393  m 

BWSOfi  ^ S 


0*1  <*Mro.JBoofc 


SwtdKB*a<t<s.  THoas,  Ccctu  e* 

Ava  H'j££l  setHtawv  /aeuxo,  ftwet 

Flotilla  Scao*.iv  rm  Aim  " 
ffSWm  MB  -LmmaaKaa  8 tse  USA 


BlakeS 

Botitim 


BOOK  NOW 
ONLY  £50 

imkhl  payment 

DIAL-A-BROCHURE  ANY  TIMF  77  01603  78445g| 


3S44  off.  2 star 

nwow.  BradnJ’fcsS 


% 


Chi 


PACK 

VOUR 

BAGS 


Q Its  currency  may  -be  in 
turxnotL  but  Hong  Kong  is 
still  buzzing.  Departing  from 
Heathrow  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  Qantas  Holi- 
days {0990  673464)  has  return 
flights  and  five  nights’  room- 
only  accommodation  at  the 
Grand  Tower  Hotel  for  £569, 
reduced  from  £899  — a sav- 
ing of 030.  Extra  nights  from 
£65  per  person.  British  Air- 
ways Holidays  (0990  224224) 
has  Hong  Kong  breaks  do- 
parting  before  November  30: 
three  nights  at  the  Wesley 
Hotel  cost  from  £299  per 
person  including  scheduled 
flights  from  Heathrow  and 
room-only  aceommodation. 

□ Oxford  is  being  taken  oven 
from  today  to  November  2, 
music  fans  will  head  for 
Radio  1 Sound  City  (01865 
794494),  an  indie/dance  ex- 
travaganza at  various  venues. 
The  Lightning  Seeds,  Sleeper. 
Dubstar.  and  DJs  Judge  Jules 
and  Pete  Tong  are  among  the 
acts  appearing.  Contact  the 
tourist  office  (01865  726871)  for 
accommodation. 

□ Enjoy  Hallowe'en  at  one 
of  Scotland's  many  haunted 
holds.  The  Mddnun  Hold 
(01651  872294).  Oldmeldrom. 
Aberdeenshire,  offers  half- 
board accommodation  for 
£114  per  person  per  night  — 
and  possibly  (he  “White 
Lady",  famous  for  her  icy 
embrace  A lone  bagpiper 
haunts  The  Colqohonnie  Ho- 
ld (01975  651210)  in  Stralb- 
don.  Aberdeenshire,  which 
has  halfboard  accommoda- 


London-- 


SESSlnSSi 


Promotional  Fare 


’ -FlexiWe  Fare" 


London  - 
MAi 

London  — 
Etfinborgb 


London  - 
New  York 


- from£5SEasBet 
' (eaCuton) 

£30  Air'  IM/KLM  " 
(ex-Heethrow/Stansted/Cittf 

from  £59  Ryanair 

- (ex-Sian stetyLuton) 

from  £56 
(ex-Luton)  • - 


from  £±79mw/£209wB 
leelandalr  (m-Heattwow) 


£199.  TransaMa 
(ea-Gatwick) 

£470  BA  (ea-Hesrthrow) 

from  £99  Ryanair 
(ex-Stanstad/Uiton) 

£198  BA 

(ex-Heath  row/Gatwick| 


£844  BA 

(e*Heathrow/Gstwfck] 


London  - . . 

£149  BM  -1 

£422  BM 

PmgM 

(ex-Heathrow} 

" (ex-Heathrow) 

London- 

£S9mW/£69we  BM  ™ 

£222  BM 

Prnta.  ■ . 

(ex-Heath  rw) 

(eifrWaathrow) 

NeweasUo- 

£108mw/£118wo 

£415  Air  France 

Part*  . 

Air  France  . 

.London  - ‘ * ' ' 

£126  Air  UK/KIM 

£516  BA 

.Wmteo  - 

(ex-Heatfirow/Stansted) 

(ex-Heathrow) 

AbUne  telephone  numbers  • 

AirAaaeK  01S1-742  6600  . . 

AirUK/KLAt  0990  074074  ‘ 

BritSb^ways^BA):  0345  772111 
British  Mkfland  OM):  0345  554554 

Eaajrfot  099Q  292929  . _ 

Iberta:  0371^830  0011 
jcetendafavQ171-3B8  5599  • . 

RywuSn '0541569668  : 

Transavia:  01293  596650  ~ 

Notes 

* nwHrtih—fltc  wewocluend  . 

* Prices  shown  in  Ihs  (ffl-harul  column  are  Die  lowest  published 
excureion  tares,  Prices  shown  In  the ritffl-hand  column  are  the  lowest 
available  flexible  faros  which  do  not  require  a Saturday  night  stay  and 
aWcfi  In  many  esses,  allow  changes  or  ctmeetetton  without  penahjt 

In  aU.cases  you  are  advisad  to  check  the  restriedons.  If  any,  when  booking. 

* Anita  bHity  is  not  proianoeed. 

* Fires  shown  do  not  include  any  appifcaMs  (axesor  security  tees. 


tion  for  £4250  per  person  per 
night-  More  information 
from  the  Scottish  Tourist 
Board  (0131-332  2433). 

□ A week's  sunbathing  in  The 
Gambia  is  £289  per  person 


with  The  Gambia  Experience 
(01703  730888).  Departing  on 
Tuesday  (October  28).  the 
price  includes  B&B,  flights, 
transfers  and  taxes. 

Joanna  Hunter 


It’s  all  a question  of  tax 


Firemen  survey  the  I3flhcenttaybeHrawer  at  Rriigno,  jest  one  of  Italy's  medieval  treasures  damaged  by  four  earthquakes  and  90  smaller  tremors 

Titf'SffK  Shattered  by  the  recent  earthquakes,  Assisi  will  also  pp^  ^ ^ 

SSiiSSSS  have  to  count  the  cost  in  lost  visitors,  says  Steve  Keenan 


The  Italian  earthquake 
that  devastated  the 
Basilica  of  St  Francis 
is  expected  to  result  in 
long-term  tourism  losses  for 
the  town  of  Assisi.  With  the 
upper  chimfli  dosed  for  at 
least  two  years,  several  tour 
operators  to  Umbria  are  re- 
scheduling their  1998  pro- 
grammes to  Assisi 
Another  company  this  week 
wrote  to  customers  cancelling 
an  annual  Christmas  Eve  visir 
to  the  basilica  for  Midnight 
Mass.  The  Alternative  Travel 
Group  had  staged  the  event 
for  the  past  three  years  and 
expected  another  foil  comple- 
ment of  16  visitors  this  year. 

Chris  Whinney.  the  compa- 
ny's managing  director,  said 
the  cancellation  was  inevitable 


Take  a break 
in  Brisbane 


CAN  WE  look  forward  to 
package  holidays  in  Brisbane 
instead  of  Bodrura.  swap  the 
Canaries  for  Cairns  or  Sarxen- 
to  for  Sydney.,  now  that  die 
Thomson  Travel  Group.  Brit- 
ain's largest  four-operating 
organisation,  has  bought 
Aus&arwH?  Thomson  says  it 
does  not  plan,  to  offer  packages 
immediately  and  the  Austral- 
asia specialist  wffl  continue  to 
trade  ureJerhs  own  name.  Bin 
Thomson  is  dearly  eyeing  die 
growing  market  for  holidays 
Down  Undter —as  opposed  to 
trips,  taken  by  “VFR  passen- 
gers" (Visiting  Friends  and 
Rdatkios).  About  450400  of 
us  head  to  Australia  each  year. 
Charles  Newbold,  Thomson. 
Group’s  managing  director, 
anticipates  a - considerable 
boost  fawn  travellers  to  the 
millennium  celebrations  and 
Sydney  Olympics,  in  2000,  but 
his  first  atm  is  to  increase 
sales  in  continental  Europe. 


Santa  Claus 
is  flying  high 


YES.  Father 
Christmas  is 
alive  and  wait- 
ing for  special 
British  . Air- 
ways  red-nosed  . 
Boeing  737s  to 
take  to  the  sky  over 
Manchester.  The  45-minute ' 
Santa  Specials  start  on  De- 
cember 7 and  will  operate 
every  weekend  up  to  and 
indudmg-ChristmaS  Eve.  For 
£67.  passengers  take  part  in  a 
search  for  Santa  in  the  sky 
until- he  suddenly  appears  : 
with  fas  high-flying  sleigh  and  1 
sadcs  of  presents.  For  more 
information  call  0161-832  7972. 

Picked  pockets 

POLICE  in  Budapest  have  | 
stepped  in  -to  curb  j 
pcfcpockeiing.  Squads  of  tour-  ! 
isf  police  patrcJ  the  streets 
and  are  easily  identified  by 
*esr  Hue  baseball  caps.  Ap- 
parently. two  gangs  of  pick- 
pockets have  been  put  out  of 


as  work  continues  to  assess- peer  Music  and  Art  Tours, 
damage  to  the  13th-cehtuiy  have  replaced  the  town  with 


basilica.  But  while  Assisi  will  ---  other  Italian  destinations, 
lose  visitor  revenues,  he  said  ; ' 

many  customers  were  seddng  A ttractedbythebasili- 

ways  to  make  donations  to  the  ^ . 7»  . ca — the  biggest  tour- 
rebuilding  of  the  basilica  and-  ist  draw  of  the  region 

other  monuments  in  Umbria.  X ..'  A.— visitors  pack  Assi- 
"Wehavehadalotofpeople  si  during  the  summer.  Yasmin 
wanting  to  contributed  There  . ‘ £ethna.  a spokeswoman  for 
have  been  40  to  50  letters.1 They  Magic  ofltaly,  said:“Most  of 
on  behalf  of the1.:' -.the-  towns  in  Umbria-  arc 


reiy.itpseton  behalf  oflhev  '.the-  towns.  m Umbria-  are 
le  of  the  area  and  thedoss  -medieval  and  the  best  attrac- 


arevery  upset  on  bdialf  or  the 
people  of  tite  area  and  the  loss 
of  their  liveIihoods.’,  \ ' 

The  company  wiUzstfll  offer 
Assisi  in  its  19%  brochure.  But 
other  operators.  Including 
Ramblers  Holidays  and' Fros- 


tian of  Assisi  is  tile  basilica, 
which  is  one  of  the  most 
stunning  in  Italy." 

Damage  caused  by  earth- 
quakes in  central  Italy  forced 


the  company  to  stop  taking 
bookings  for  all  bar  one  of  its 
hotels  in  Assisi;  including  the 
Subasio  next  to  the  basilica. 

But,  in  common  with- other 
operators  to  Italy,  the  main 
earthquake  on  September  26 
was  within  three  weeks  of  the 
summer  tourist  season  ending 
and  relatively  flew  British  tour- 
ists were  affectetL. 

- Those  who . eancelled-.travel 
plans  were  primarily  holiday- 
makers making  a pilgrimage 
to  Assisi,  specifically  to  visit 
the  basilica,  including  three 
people  who  booked  through 
the  Dublin  office  of  Italia  tour. 


‘ Four  people  were  killed 
when  part  of  the  frescoed 
ceiling  by  Giotto  and  Cimabue 
in  the  upper  basilica  came 
down.  It  is  hoped  to  reopen  the 
lower  church  within  a week, 
provided  the  seismic  activity 
has  died  down. 

But  scaffolding  in  the  upper 
church  to  enable  restoration 
will  not  be  in  place  until  at 
least  next  April.  Last  week,  a 
spokesman  for  the  Friars  of 
Assisi  said  he  hoped  the 
upper  church  could  be  re- 
opened with  a Christmas 
concert  hW999. 


AIR  Passenger  Duty  (APD)  doubles  to  £10  for 
European  Union  countries  and  £20  for  long- 
haul  destinations  from  next  Saturday,  but  most 
airlines  are  still  not  including  the  tax  in  their 
advertised  prices. 

Passenger  groups  feel  customers  are  being 
misled  into  buying  tickets  without  knowing  the 
foil  cost,  and  are  urging  the  Advertising 
Standards  Authority  (ASA)  to  recommend  that 
the  practice  be  scrapped. 

When  the  increases  take  effect,  it  will  cost  £80 
in  duty  for  a family  of  four  to  visit  Florida, 
instead  of  £40  at  present.  The  Air  Transport 
Users  Council,  a watchdog  body,  believes  duty 
has  reached  such  a high  level  that  airlines 
should  be  obliged  to  include  the  tax  in  their 
advertised  prices.  "We  want  people  to  know 
about  ail  the  various  costs  they're  having  to  pay 
at  the  time  of  booking."  said  the  Council.  “The 
problem  is  that  airlines  are  reluctant  to  change 


their  ways  because  they  feel  it  might  affect 
business.  That’s  not  being  honest"  Airlines, 
however,  say  the  Government  is  using  them  as 
a way  of  raising  taxes.  By  separating  APD 
from  the  standard  cost  of  the  ticket  customers 
know  how  their  money  is  being  spent 

All  tour  opCTators  that  are  members  of  ABTA 
(the  Association  of  British  Travel  Agents)  have 
agreed  to  include  duty  in  package-holiday 
prices,  but  many  which  have  flight-only  wings 
have  been  reluctant  to  add  duly  to  Oighr  prices. 
They  feel  this  would  put  them  at  a competitive 
disadvantage  against  airlines. 

The  ASA  is  investigating  the  problem  and  is 
due  to  report  its  findings  In  mid-November.  It 
said:  “Consumers  should  not  be  misled  by 
advertisements  and  we  may  well  ask  airlines  to 
include  duly  in  prices." 

Tom  Chesshyre 


JILL  CRAWSHAWS  TRAVEL  TIPS 


PANOS  PICTURES 


Watch  out  for  the  wildlife  road  signs  along  the  Nullarbor  Plain  In  South  Australia 


action  already  by  the  police 
presence. 

The  Hungarian  National 
Tourist  Board  (0171-&23  1032) 
expects  about  250,000  Britons 
to  visit  Hungary  this  year. 

■ TAKE  the  panic  oat  of 
Christmas  catering  on 
a three-day  cookery 
workshop  aiTbe  Riverside  at 
Hdiford,  Cornwall  (01865 
400825).  Clare  Latimer,  who . 
has  catered  for  prime 
ministers  and  v*o  began  her 
cooking  career  at  Hetford, 
will  advise  oh  recipes' 
inducting  stuffing  for  the 
Christmas  goose  and  other 
traditional  foods,  lie  coarse 
runs  from  November  I4rl6 
and  costs  £175  per  person  for 
accommodatio  n,  all  meals 
and  cookery  demos. 

Stepping  out 

TWO  lour  operators,  special- 
ists in  different  -continents, 
have  joined  forces  to  offer 
customers  tailor-made  holi- 
days m Africa  and  Asia. 
Steppes  East  (01285  810267) 
was  created  in . W89.  to 
capitalise  on  tourism  potential 
in  Eastern  Europe  following 
ihe  fall  of  the  Berlin  WalL  The 
company  now  bridges  the 
Indian  subcontinent  and 


South-East  Asia.  This  year  it 
bought  Art  of  Travel  (0171-738 
2038).  which  has  made  its 
name  in  southern  and  eastern 
Africa  and  the  islands  of  the 
Indian.  Ocean. 

in  its  new  brochure.  Art  of 
Travel  has  prices  from  £2.060 
I for  a 16-day  Zimbabwe  safari 
| to  .£31640  for  a 17-day 
Bushmen  of  the  Kalahari  tour 
j in  Botswana,  while  Steppes 
; East  has  expanded  further 
into  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Indo- 
! nesia  while  adding  Borneo 
and  Malaysia.  Its  sample 
j itineraries  start  at  £1,850  for  12 
nights  in  Sarawak,  Malaysia. 

Spanish  scam 

HOLIDAYMAKERS  should 
beware  of  a scam  operating  in 
the  queue  to  cross  from  die 
Spanish  town  of  La  linea  into 
Gibraltar.  Waiting  to  cross 
recently  to  cash  a homeward 
flight  from  the  colony,  we  and 
others  with  Spanish-regis- 
tered cars  were  approached  by 
a group  of  hustlers.  "You  will 
need  a 1.000-peseta  ticket  to 
take  your  vehide  back  into 
Gibraltar,"  one  of  the  villains 
told  us.  attempting  to  force  a 
grubby  yellow  ticket  under  the 
windscreen  wipers.  He  pur- 
sued us.  saying  “you  will 
never  get  across  without  this". 


before  tackling  the  next  poten- 
tial victim.  This  scam  is  oper- 
ating despite  wanting  signs 
(visible  after  the  point  where 
the  spiys  operated)  that  entry 
to  Gibraltar  is  free  and  all  you 
need  is  your  passport 
If  you  do  not  want  to  queue 
to  return  your  hire  car  — 
sometimes  more  than  an 
hour's  delay  — hire  firms  will 
allow  you  to  leave  vehicles  on 
the  Spanish  side  of  the  border. 
There  are  two  snags:  you  may 
have  to  cany  your  luggage 
across  and  you  have  to  top  up 
your  tank  with  much  more 
expensive  Spanish  petrol. 

■ VIENNA’S  700-year- 
old  Advent  markets 
begin  this  year  on  November 
15,  and  a new  museum  is 
opening  on  November  27  in 
the  vanlts  of  the  StaUbnrg 
palace.  It  is  dedicated  to  tbe 
dancing  white  Lipina  ner 
horses  with  displays  winch 
trace  the  history  of  the 
Spanish  Riding  School  since 
it  was  founded  in  1572.  The 

highlight  is  watching  the 
ixpizzaners  in  action.  The 
museum  is  open  daily  (except 
Mondays)  lOamhpnc 
entrance  for  adults  is  AS50 
(C2L50).  Contact  the  Austrian 
National  Tourist  Office  in 
London  (0171-629  0461). 


Imagine  a region  larger  than 
Britain,  with  a population  of 
only  25,000  people,  two  major 
roads,  limited  access  to  the  coast 
and  hundreds  of  islands  and  you 
have  the  perfect  place  for  an 
expedition  cruise. 

Join  us  on  a visit  ro  the  real 
‘Outback’  to  an  area  the  Australian’s 
refer  to  as  '"The  Land  of 'Afrit  A 
While"  - Kimberley  has  seldom 
been  in  a hurry.  It  was  the  last  great 
empty  section  to  be  explored,  with 
European  settlers  arriving  only  just 
over  a hundred  years  ago.  Ignored 
by  the  early  explorers,  Kimberley 
today  is  one  of  the  richest  areas  of 
Australia.  Record  gold  and  diamond 
rushes,  great  cattle  drives  and  hauls 
of  pearl  shells  have  put  the 
Kimberley  on  the  economic  map. 
yer  for  all  its  latterly  discovered 
wealth  it  still  remains  one  of  the 
most  untouched  areas  in  the  • 
world  today. 

Rarely  visited  in  any  depth 
because  of  the  undeveloped  nature 
of  the  region,  it  is  a wonderful  place 
for  the  genuine  traveller  to  explore. 
There  are  so  many  highlights  it  is 
difficult  ro  know  where  ro  begin. 
From  the  tidal  phenomena  at 
Montgomery  Reef  to  Ehe  horizontal 
waterfalls  near  Talbot  Bay,  from  the 


An  expedition  cruise  to  Australia's  ‘Top  End’ from  Broome  to 
Darwin  aboard  the  Coral  Princess 
21st  April  to  7th  May  & 2nd  to  18th  June  1998 


Prices  per  person  in  a twin 
bedded  cabin  range  from  £3695 
and  from  £5045  for  the  sole 
occupancy  of  a double  cabin. 

Price  includes:  frononrv  doss  air 
(nmd.  10  nights  uhxirii  the  Coral 
Princess  on  fall  board,  port  taxes.  4 
nights  hotel  accommodation  on 
breakfast  only  basis,  shore  excursions, 
sightseeing  in  Perth  and  Darwin, 
transfers,  guest  speakers,  local  guides 
6*  wardens,  expedition  leader,  VK 
departure  tax,  Australian  airport  taxes. 

Not  included:  Travel  insurance, 
gratuities,  hehcoptiT jlights. 


Em  iae**** 


hundreds  of  islands  in  the 
Buccaneer  Archipelago  to  the  gorges 
of  the  Mitchell,  Fong  George  and 
Prince  Regent  rivers  and  from  the 
fertile  Ord  River.  Valley  to  Lake 
Argyie.  The  whole  vast  area  offers  a 
cornucopia  of  natural  world  delights 
on  a scale  seldom  witnessed 
anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

THE ‘CORAL  PRINCESS’ 

For  our  visit  we  are  using  the 
Coral  Princess,  an  ideal  vessel 
carrying  up  to  54  passengers. 
Normal!)’  employed  on  Australia’s 
Grear  Barrier  Reef,  this  114ft  luxury 
catamaran  is  designed  for  maximum 
stability  and  guest  camion  AD 
cabins  are  air-conditioned,  have 
outside  views  and  private  shower 
and  toilet.  There  are  two  lounges, 
bar;  large  sun  and  observation  deck 
and  spa.  The  food  on  board  is 
delicious  and  served  with  a fine 
selection  of  Australian  wines.  For 
our  forays  ashore  we  will  use  a 
specially  designed  high-powered 
excursion  boat  and  Zodiacs. 

The  expedition  leader  will  be 
joined  by  knowledgeable  guides 
and  park  rangers  as  we  journey 
along  the  Kimberley  Coast.  Each 
will  add  much  to  your  enjoyment 
and  understanding  of  the  unique 
area  by  providing  informal  talks  on 
board  as  well  as  travelling  with  us 
on  our  forays  ashore. 


VISIT  THE  BUNGLE  BUNGLE 
FROM  DARWIN 

One  of  Australia's  most 
extraordinary  places  is  the  Bungle 
Bungle  National  Park  and  its 
beehive-shaped  sandstone  domes 
with  spectacular  orange  and  grey 
bands.  It  is  an  area  of  awe  inspiring 
beauty  which  only  came  to  the 
attention  of  the  public  in  1983. 

CRUISE  ACROSS  THE  TOP  OF 

AUSTRALIA  ABOARD  THE 
CORAL  PRINCESS 

Join  a 10  night  cruise  in  Cairns 
visiting  Lizard  Island,  Davey  Reef, 
Tyderman  Cay,  Forbes  Island  and 
reef.  Cape  York,  Thursday  Island, 
ftirt  Essingion  and  Trxvi  Islands 
ending  in  Darwin. 

Full  itineraries  and  prices  for  the 

above  touts  are  available  on  request 

F&5  FWrHE*  DETAILS 

IW telephone  0171-40$ 0376 

17  * WIKk  dlEBU: «forc  hour:'  ‘ 
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SATURDAY  RENDEZVOUS 


TO  ADVERTISE 
GALL:  01716806868 
FAX;  0173481 9313 
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ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley  Hudson-Jessop 
(a  PrafenKnl  Headhunter) 
Hame  intemein  and 
pirdenkeal  ikilb  lead  to 
color  made  introduction* 

LONDON  AND 
M4  CORRIDOR 
01225482905 
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SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The  exclusive  introduction  agency  for 
people  of  quality  and  integrity 


The  Old  Brewery,  Burford, 
Oxfordshire  OX18  4SG 


Telephone 

01993824500 


LONDON  AND  NATIONWIDE 


GENTLEMEN 
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SATURDAY 

Rendezvous 
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RENDEZVOUS 


MUSIC  LOVERS 

rv«Vd  Partners 

Deh^££3?l*  BBC  Raft.  3 
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CLLJB 

— ENCOUNTERS  — 

0800  141  141 
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★ DOCTORS  ■ ARCHITECTS  • - ANKERS  • ACCOUNTANTS  A 

I drawing  down  the  moon  | 

6 THE  ORIGINAL  PERSONAL  iKTSODUCTION  AGENCY  £ 

Probably  the  best  -g 

agency  in  the  world  ? 

0171-937  6263 

Head  Office  ~ 

Adorn  El  Eve  Mews.  Xensin^tcn  J 
Crfy  Office:  Ccnnon  Sireet  > 

id  hours,  r/.r-mopr  ASIA.  ftt. ! i*Sd  5 


Sara  Cxlen 


I Stunning  WKVCV  s roll', 
(onntlcss  long  lenn  > i laltnnshij>s 

M Alt  ON  “UNC.C.V 


wj.i.u.r  01753  830350 •.«.  0171  499  9626 
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If  you  need  a 
aophiiitiaird  male 
companion  for  any 
function,  occasion  or' 
EaznOy  event,  call 
01714375580. 

Choose  your  pan 
time  partner  from 
A Man  Ota  Ycwr  Am 
and  you  wiD  go  to  the 
tothebafl. 
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MAN  ON 
TOUR  ASM 
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ALTOGETHER  MORE  FUN 


fc 


3.30am  to  10.30pm  7 days/week 

Or  Write  to  FREEPOST  205  London  EC!  3 1SY 


Citih  Sirius,  for  the  intelligent,  ariicuhac 
■g-  uni)  well  educated,  providing  personal 
interview  -,,  and  of  course,  complete 
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No  3433:  Primes  IV:  Four  Halves  by  Piccadilly 
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LISTENER  CROSSWORD  No  3433 
In  association- with  Watersf one’s 


ADDRESS _ 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No  3433, 63  Green  Lane.  St  Albans,  Hertfordshire 
AL3  6HE,  by  Thursday,  November  6. 
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CHESS 


by  Raymond  Keene 
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THE  World  Chess . Federation; 
Fide,  has  devised  a new  p}an  to 
determine  the  World  Champion- 
ship. It  will  be  a 100-player  knock- 
out with  the  final  stages  to  be  held 
in  ihe  Olympic  Museum  at  Lau- 
sanne in  January  next  year.  How-, 
ever,  whar  the  chess  world  wants 
to  see  is  a one-to-one  dash  between 
Kasparov,  the  world  champion, 
and  Vladimir  Kramnik,  who  has 
repeatedly  demonstrated  his  tacti- 
cal ingenuity  and  a psychological 
toughness.  A Wodd  Championship 
between  the  two  would  be  fascinat- 
ing. This  week’s  game  shows 
Kramnik  against  one  of  the  world's 
most  feared  attacking  players. 


It  is  important  to  prevent  .Black 
from  freeing  himself  with .. . Qb6. 
The  text  also  sets  a diabolical  trap 
with  a most  beautiful  sting  in  . the 
tail,  namely  22 . i . NE  23  Qe5  Nxe3 
24  e7  Rxfl+  25  Jbcfl  Qd7  2b  Rf&t- 
RxfS  27  Qb8+U  KxhS  28  . exffi/Q 
checkmate. 
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CkK  23  Qc5 


Blade  sees,  through  White’s  machi- 
nations. but  now  that  his  tactical 
.defence  has  failed;  While’s  heavily 
supported  passed  pawn  becomes 
the  dominant  factor : 
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White  Vladimir  Kramnik  Blade 
Alexei  Shirov 
Tilburg.  September  1997 
King's  Indian  Defence 
1 Nf3  Nf6  2 o« 

3 Nc3  Bg7  4 e4 

5 d4  0-0  6 Be2 

7 0-0  Nc6  8 d5 

9 b4  Nh5  tO  Bet 


And  not  24  (^7  on  account  of  24 
. . . Q£Z+  25  Khl  Qxfl*  when  die 
tables  are  derisively  turned. 

25  Rf7  Rxf7 
27  Qc7 


24,..  Qg5 
28exf7+  Kxf 7 


at 


«5 

Ne7 
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11  Ng5 
13  Rcl 


NI4  12  BxM  eod4 


White  has  surrendered  die  bishop 
pair.  However,  Black's  ldngside 
has  bon  weakened  by.  pawn 
advances  arid  the  square:  e6 
beckons  to  a , while  knight 

13  ... . ess  : 14  Ha6  axes 
15  dn£  BnO  is  Rw3  tn4 

Black  now  has  an  extra  pawn,  but 
Whiitfs  pieces 'are  well  raohflised 
and  the  passed  pawn  on  proves  a 
amstent  danger.  ; 

17-Bfl.—''  *3 

Black'S  extra  pawn  cannot  be  held, 
so  Sbirov  returns  it  in  order  to 
undermine  White’s  own  king^s 
safety. 

18fxa3  fxe3  19  Rcxo3  c6 
20  Qd2  d5  21  cxdS  cxd5 
22  Ctd4 


Kramnik  has  derided,  at  first  sight 
somewhat  surprisingly,  to  trans- 
form the.  advantage  of  the  passed 
pawn  into  one  of  mobility  of  attack 
against  both  Black’s  king  and  his 
queenside  pawns.  .. 

2J  ...  Qh4  28  Re3  Qxb4 

29  a3  Qh4  30  Qxb7  Re8 

31  Q»7  d4 


White  was  threatening  BbS.  This 
attempt  to  regain  the  initiative  now 
aHows  White’s  bishop  to  enter  the 
fray  from  a different  direction. 

33  g3  . Qg4 


32  Bc4+  KfS 

: 34  B«B  • •; 

Now  all  is  dear.  Black  can  no 
longer  stay  m contact  with  his- 
pawnond4- 

34  Qc8  ; 35  Qxd4  C»c1  + 

36  Kg2" 


Black  resigns 

Not  only  is  Black  a pawn  down  but 
his  king  is  hopelessly  exposed  to 
threats  such  as  Rf3+  and  Bo4. 


WINNING  MOVE 


/ 


■■■  Ciess  Correspondent 

White  to  play.  This  position  is  from 
the  game  Reti  -Hamberg,  Abbazia 
1912 

Here  White  has  played  in  classi- 
cal gambit  style,  sacrificing  a rook 
for  the  anartf  He  now  has  the 
opportunity  to  crown  his  efforts 

wkba.fine  finish.  Can  j-ou  see  it? 

first  correct  answer  draw  on 
Thursday  will  win  a yearVsub- 
to  ihe  Staunton-Sodety.  . 
answer  wHTbe  published  nexT 
Satarcfcty.- 


Last  week's  winner  was:  D B 
Winney,  Barclay  Springs.  Whinney 
Hill,  Stockton-on-Tees. 


to  lastwedt’S  asrapetitiwu, 

1 — QxS 
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THE  letters  ?,  R,  I,  M,  E and  5 each 
represent  one  of  the  prime  numbers  two,  three. 
fiVe,  seven,  eleven  and  thirteen  but  the 
numerical  values  of  the  letters  (Which  are  to  be 
deduced  by  the  solver)  are  different  in  each 
of  the  four  halves  of  the  diagram,  across 
entries  being  divided  into  top  and  bottom 
halves,  down  entries  into  left  and  right  halves; 
no  letter  has  the  same  value  in  different 
halves.  ' 

Before  entry  in  the  diagram,  each  answer 
must  be  transformed  to  one  of  die  number 
bases  between  two  and  eleven  inclusive; 
one  row  and  one  column  of  the  diagram 
correspond  to  each  number  base.  If 
necessary,  in  base  eleven  use  X to  stand  for 
ten;  for  example  1690  (base  ten)  would 
appear  as  12X7  (base  eleven). 

Clues  follow  tiie  normal  rules  of  algebraic 
notation,  only  asterisked  dues  lead  to 
palindromic  diagram  entries,  and  no 
diagram  entry  has  rero  as  its  first  digit 


18  PERM 

20  EERIE 

21  MR 
23  PS 
*25  MM 

27  (S  + E + E)R 
29 SEES 
31  MM  i-  MR 

32M  + I + M + E + MIMES 
•33SSS 

34  PIE  + PIE 

35  PEEP  ♦ PEEPS 
36MP+  PIMP 


DOWN 


ACROSS 


*TPI 
5 RIP 
8 PRIM 

9P(P  + R + I + M + E + R + S) 

11  ISIS 

12  PIE 

14  PIPER 

15  SIRS 
16PS  + PPS 


1R1PP 

2SRS 

3SESS 

4 PEP 

5 RISES 
*6  EM E 

7(S  + E + E + M + E)(S  + I + M + P+  E + 

R) 

8 PEPPE  + R + S 

10  EMP  (I  + R + E)  + EMP  (R  + E + S + S) 
13  REMISS 

17  PRIME  + PIES  + M + I + S + S 
19 IM  (P+R  + I + M + E + S) 

22  PEEPS 

23  SEE  + SIMPS  + SIP  + P + E + P + S + I 

24  PEP -SI 

26  ERR 

27  PS 

28  PIPE -R 

*29  E(M  + E + R + S)E 
30  PRESS  - ERS 
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Solution  and  notes  for  No  3430 
. A Catalogue  by  Apex 

CORRECT  LETTERS:  WATERSTONE’S 
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MEMBER'S  DONATIONS:  PLAYWRIGHTS 
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The  members  of  the  catalogue  were  playwrights: 
PINTER,  MILNE.  COWARD,  YEATS,  SHAW. 
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ARDEN,  WILDE,  SYNGE,  FLETCHER,  ORTON, 
IBSEN.  Having  donated  a letter,  each  was 
anagrammed  to  form  a word  in  the  perimeter  of  the 
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The  winner  is  Gordon  Johnstone,  of  Alnwick, 
Northumberland.  The  runners  up  are  John 

M.  Brown  of  RoIfeston-on-Dove,  Staffordshire; 
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J.R.C  McGlashan  of  Seisey.  West  Sussex;  Robert 
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Trees  of  Berwick-upon-Twired.  Northumberland: 
Stewart  Fbwlie  of  Edinburgh:  D.I  Tomlinson  of 
Carshalton.  Surrey. 
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BRIDGE 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


ONE  OF  the  key  matches  of  ihe 
1997  Generali  European  Cham- 
pionship was  that  between  The 
Netherlands  and  Italy.  The 
Netherlands  eventually  finished 
sixth,  narrowly  missing  the  last 
qualifying  spot  for  the  Bermuda 
Bowl.  The  Dutch  declarer  might 
have  improved  his  team's  chances 
on  this  hand: 


through  before  the  thirteenth  chib 
is  set  up. 


Dealer  Wbst  East- Was!  game  IMPS 


*10  8762 

ve 

• A Q 6 5 
*J  109 


Contract:  Four  Hearts  by  South. 
i the  jack  of  dubs 


After  three  passes.  South  opened 
Four  Hearts  and  was  left  to  play 
there.  He  ran  the  jack  of  dubs  lead 
to  his  king,  and  played  ace  and  king 
of  hearts;  West  followed  once  and 
discarded  a spade  on  the  second 
round,  with  dummy  discarding  a 
diamond.  On  the  next  two  hearts 
both  dummy  and  West  discarded  a 
spade  and  a diamond.  What  should 
declarer  do  now?  In  practice  he 
took  a spade  finesse;  East  won  and 
put  his  partner  in  with  a diamond. 
West  switched  back  to  dubs  and 
the  defence  took  two  club  tricks  to 
beat  the  contract.  The  full  deal  is 
shown  in  the  next  column. 

Do  you  see  what  South  should 
have  done  after  drawing  trumps? 
Playing  dubs  would  have  been  no 
better  — the  defence  pan  always 
arrange  for  West  to  play  a spade 


The  editor  of  the  Championship 
bulletin.  Jean-Paul  Meyer,  pointed 
out  that  South  should  have  exited 
with  a diamond.  That  is  a commu- 
nication-cutting play.  If  West  wins 
and  attacks  clubs,  declarer  plays 
the  queen  and  eventually  sets  up  a 
dub  trick  with  the  defence  unable 
to  set  up  a spade  trick.  If  West  plays 
a spade,  declarer  finesses  and  the 
defence  only  gets  one  dub  Trick. 
And  if  East  wins  and  returns  a 
diamond,  declarer  ruffs  and  plays 
dubs  himself,  again  putting  on  the 
queen. 

As  the  play  went,  East-West  did 
well  io  cash  their  tricks  — if  they 
had  tried  to  take  a second  diamond 
that  would  have  been  fatal.  I 
presume  that  on  the  first  club  East 
played  the  two  — this  being  a 
“count"  situation.  Thus  West 
knows  that  there  are  definitely  two 
dubs  to  cash. 

It  would  be  more  difficult  if 
East's  dubs  were,  say.  A 7 6:  but  he 
plays  the  six  on  the  first  round  and 
the  seven  when  declarer  ducks  the 
nine  of  clubs,  thus  showing  that  he 
started  with  three. 


• The  Times  Book  of  Bridge  I by  Robert 
Sheehan  is  availablefrom  bookshops, 
or from  BTBatsford  fO)J7b  321276).  at 
£6.99  plus  £1  p&p. 


WORDWA tghing^ 


Answers  from  page  32 

RECALESCENT 

(c)  Glowing  with  heat  again,  temporarily,  at  a stage  in  the  process  or 
cooling  down  from  white  heat.  From  the  Latin  for  “heating  up  again". 
FARCEUR 

(c)  Strictly  speaking  in  the  French,  the  writer  or  actor  of  farces. 
MEGAPOD 

(b)  With  enormous  feet,  from  the  Greek. 

APORIA 

(b)  Patently  insincere  professings.  A term  of  Roman  rhetoric. 


COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES 


byTimWapshott 


Price  has  never  been  a guaran- 
tee of  enjoyment  from  new 
computer  games,  even 
though  most  now  cost  between  £30 . 
■and  £7(X  but  there  are  ways  to  start 
a collection  on  a budget  Read  on 
and  you  could  be  one  of  three 
readers  who  each  win  100  games — 
but  there  is  a catch.  . 

One  erf  the  cheapest  ways  to  get 
your  hands  on  current  games  is 
games  magazines  with  giveaway 
discs.  Most  contain  ten  or  so  titles, 
some  which  are  playable  demos  — 
very,  limited  versions  to  give  you 
enough  of  a taste  to  deride  if  it  is 
worth  getting. 

IT  you  have  access  to  the  Internet 
you  can  download  thousands  of 
■free  games.  Search  “free"  and 
"games"  and  many  suitable  sites 
are  listed.  The  free  software  section 
of  FunN Games  (http://www.wdi 
fim.com/free.htm)  has  an  extensive 
selection.  Beatrice’s  Web  Guide 
(http://www.bguide.com/free. 
html)  carries  details  of  a diverse 
range  of  Internet  freebies,  among 
them  PCgames. 

Prisrti  Leisure  is  fast  becoming 
the  Nineties  equivalent  of  Wool- 
worth’s  in  software  terms,  coming 
out  with  dirt-cheap  compilations. 
Now  it  has  introduced  a “3  plus  1" 
series,  selling  at  £299.  Each  CD- 


Prisra  Leisure’s  3 plus  1 series  offers  four  games  for  £299 


Rom  has  one  main  title  and  three 
lesser  games,  all  running  on  Win- 
dows or  DOS  and  all  Windows  95 
compatible. 

Admittedly  some  creak  a little, 
although  at  just  63.5p  each  this 
should  be  forgiven.  Lurking  in  the 
collection  are  many  oldies  bur 
goodies,  like  the  original  war 
combat  sim  Campaign,  or  Champ- 


ionship Manager  93,  Master  of 
Orion  and  Ishar  2 The  minor  titles 
are  all  shareware  games,  which 
often  have  a more  primitive,  home- 
made quality  about  them  but  can 
be  absorbing  all  the  same,  such  as 
simple  platform  games  or  minor 
slot-machine  programmes. 

Three  readers  can  win  all  25  CD- 
Roms  in  the  series  — 100  games  in 


all  — by  answering  the  following 
question:  Campaign  is  a game 
about  a)  the  making  of  a Spice  Girl 
television  commercial,  b)  military 
precisian  on  the  battlefield,  c) 
getting  the  Tories  bade  into  power. 
Send  your  answer  on  a postcard, 
with  your  name,  age,  address  and 
home  telephone  number,  to 
Cyberspace  Thirty-Seven.  Comput- 
er Games  and  Pastimes,  Weekend, 
The  Times , 1 Pennington  Street, 
London  El  9XN.  The  first  three 
correct  entries  out  of  the  mail  teg 
on  Thursday  (October  30)  wifi  win. 

There  was  an  enormous  re- 
sponse to  Cyberspace  Thirty-Six. 
hardly  surprising  with  three  Kodak 
digital  cameras  on  offer.  You  had 
100  words  in  which  to  describe  your 
favourite  picture  or  photograph,  so 
those  who  only  sent  their  names 
and  addresses  must  consider  them- 
selves disqualified.  Otherwise,  the 
imagery  and  emotion  flowed  from 
your  collective  pen.  For  Roy  Ken- 
nedy of  Exeter,  his  most  cherished 
photograph  was  taken  in  Iceland 
during  the  Second  World  War. 
Black  and  white  and  barely  in 
focus,  it  is  of  the  bow-wave  of 
“fellow  battleship"  HMS  King 
George  V.  “The  picture  is  a dull 
symphony  of  greys  with  one  touch 
of  white,  yet  this  relic  conveys  the 


dreariness  and  universal  colour- 
lessness that  are  still  strong  in  my 
memory."  he  wrote.  He  recalls  the 
sense  of  excitement  when  he  took  it, 
coupled  with  “pangs  of  guilt  that  1 
was  probably  offending  against 


King’s  Regulations". 
Nia 


fia  Jones  of  Swindon  treasures  a 
snap  of  her  dog  during  a counny 
walk,  sitting  alert  on  a tree  stump. 
“Her  shiny  black  fur.  fluffy  from  a 
recent  bath,  is  gold-edged,  caught 
by  the  late  afternoon  sun."  she  said. 
“Her  pink  tongue  lolls  in  a smiling 
mouth,  her  black  eyes  gaze  with 
devotion.  She  awaits  the  command 
that  will  send  her  gambolling  along 
the  beech-wood  path  to  home." 

More  entries  next  week. 


TWO  BRAINS 

ANSWERS 


Solutions  to  the  questions 
on  page  32 

Question  I:  104.  Successive  num- 
bers are  obtained  by  adding  0.  i.S. 
27.  The  next  number  in  this 
sequence  (the  numbers  are  cubes) 
is  64.40  ♦ 64  = 104 
Question  1 Rio  de  Janeiro  is  the 
only  d tv  in  the  Southern 
hemisphere. 


LATEST  SOFTWARE 


GARY  LINEKER'S  Real  Foot- 
ball: Premiership  97/98  is  a soccer 
statistician's  delight  The  former 
England  -captain  fronts  a solid 
fboty  reference  title  with  a sizeable 
database  which  cah  easily  be 
brought  up  to  date  as  the  season 
unfolds. 

The  title,  developed  by  Definition 
Digital  Media  and  released  by 
Anglia  Multimedia,  features  foil 
squad  profiles  for  all  Premiership 
dubs  together  with  aerial  photo- 
graphs of  each  dub’s  grounds, 
transport  and  ticker  booking  infor- 
mation and  a fun  trivia  section. 
Pick  your  favourite  team  when  the 
Windows  95  CD-Rom  first  loads 
and  it  will  then  track  its  progress. 
Also  excellent  for  pondering  end- 
less what-if  analyses  during  the 
season.  As  this  unfolds  you  can 
update  the  database  manually, 
inputting  results  yourself,  or  using 
the  hot-link  facility  to  a dedicated 
Internet  website  where  weekly 
fixture  information  can  be 
downloaded  in  one  go  to  automati- 
cally bring  your  database  bang  up- 
to-date 

The  historical  archive  is  a trea- 
sure trove  of  information,  with 
match-by-match  reports  of  the  last 
season,  based  on  coverage  which 
originally  appeared  in  the  Daily 
Express.  Summaries  by  Lineker 
also  take  you  through  the  more 

famous  games. 

The  tine  is  overrun  with  detail 
yet  slips  up  occasionally  with 
unlikely  vagaries  — for  example, 
the  old  football  photographs 
featued  have  ho  captions.  Stul.  here 
are  all  the  football  results  you  could 
currently  want  on  one  disc. 
Verdict  7 out  of  10.  Fascinating 
football  fact  fotwtam.  £29.99. 


Gary  Lineker's 

REAL  FOOTBALL 


Lineker  scores  with  this  one 


IF  YOU  have  ever  fancied  yourself 


as  an  opportunist  landlord  then 
Constructor  could  be  the  challenge 
you  are  looking  for.  Here  you 
employ  workmen  to  erect  and  man 
timber  mills  and  cement  factories 
then  get  to  work  building  homes, 
police  stations  and  even  pawn- 
shops to  further  fleece  your  unfor- 
tunate tenants. 

Starting  with  a flat  plot  of  land, 
you  decide  what  goes  where.  First 
you  must  ensure  the  supply  of 
wood  and  concrete  to  fad  your 
embryonic  urban  nightmare  Next 
come  homes,  starting  with  grotty 
little  boxes  and  rising  to  palatial 
mansions.  Your  work  gangs  can 
also  be  put  to  use  improving 
interiors  — bedrooms,  bathrooms, 
sitting  rooms  and  kitchens  — to 
attract  a better  dass  of  tenant 
willing  to  meet  higher  rents. 

Playing  solo,  other  computer 
property  tycoons  attempt  to  under- 
mine your  business  plan,  as  do 
thieves  and  vandals.  Two  to  four 
human  players  can  compete  in 

network  mode.  The  title,  from 
Acclaim,  looks  terrific  but  lacks  a 
decent  tutorial  facility.  It  loads 
through  DOS. 

Verdict:  S out  of  10.  Build  an 
empire  with  bricks  and  mortar. 
£39.99. 


SOLUTION  TO  JUMBO  131 


The  winner  of  an  Alfred  Dunhill  AD200Q,  worth  £105,  is  RJVJ.  Kirby  of  Exeter  in  Devon 
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by  John  Morgan 


ppjl  Paid  a large  comri- 

Tj™  bu!,0n  towanls  ffac  cost  of 
J wed^ulg  "Option,  bat 

jf  SS  ° our  d.sniay,  have  been 
? «*“«*  to  seat  our 

mends  and  reialives  hi  the  way 
wtaidi  we  should  have  liked.  Do 
we  jus  agree  with  the  bride's 
n««ner»s  organisation  or  do  we 
make  our  requests  known? 

— Anon 

IAI  I,ou  are  riBht  to  feel  upset. 

Nowadays  there  is  more  pooi- 
ng  of  resources  when  it  comes  to 
paying  for  weddings,  and  this  has 
rough:  with  it  an  appropriate 
sharing  of  priorities.  Therefore.  I 
recommend  you  make  your  re- 
qu«is  known,  but  do  it  gently  and 
perhaps  through  a third  party  such 
as  your  son. 

. . [Q]  Yo“  have  addressed  the 
problem  of  replying  to  offi- 
cial letters  from  ''Jane  Smith", 
suggesting  that  there  is  no  option 
bf 1 i?,05*  d»e  “grim  appellation" 
°;  Ms".  This  becomes  worse 
when  one  has  to  meet, 
or  _ telephone,  Jane 
Smith.  Talking  for  the 
first  time  to  a man. 

“Mr  Smith?  How  d’ye 
. dor  seems  accept- 
able. “Ms  Smith"  is 
unpronounceable, 
and  makes  me  want  to 
giggle.  What  do  you 
suggest? 

— Michael  Fletcher. 

Hassocks.  W.  Sussex 

HMany  people 
share  your  comi- 
cal reaction  to  verbal 
attempts  at  “Ms”. 

However,  when  the  owner  insists, 
it  is  polite  to  use  it.  Otherwise,  you 
have  two  alternatives:  the  formal 
one.  in  which  you  inquire  what  a 
woman's  exact  prefix  is,  or  the 
informal  and  more  usual  variant  of 
just  saying  plain  “Jane  Smith." 

IQI  1 was  interested  in  your 
LbsJ  explanation  for  the  origins 
of  how  we  place  our  fork  after 
eating.  Perhaps  you  could  answer 
a question  that  has  always  in- 
trigued me.  Why  is  it  customary  to 
pour  the  tea  before  adding  the 
milk? 

— Jane  Barton,  Beverley.  Yorks. 

A popular  and  plausible  ex- 
£jJ  planation  Lies  in  the  quality  of 
, china  during  the  later  part  of  the 
|k  ISth  century.  At  this  time,  the  poor 
could  only  afford  cups  made  of  bad 
w quality  earthenware  that  was  liable 
m to  crack  if  tea  was  poured  straight 
[ inro  it,  and  thus  they  took  to  adding 
f milk  first  to  prevent  accidents.  The 
j better  off  could  buy  either  the 
' newly  invented  Worcester  porce- 
lain that  was  advertised  as  being 
able  to  withstand  boiling  water,  or 
bone  china  with  the  same  heat- 
resistant  qualities.  Thus,  pouring 
the  tea  first  became  a sign  of  rank, 
while  the  M1F  method  developed 
the  opposite  connotations. 

[7TI  Please  could  you  explain  the 
l^l  etiquette  for  the  call  waiting 
system  that  many  people  have  on 
their  telephones.  1 know  these 
things  are  meant  to  make  life 
easier,  but  surely  it  is  bad  man- 


ners for  one  caller  to  be  aban- 
doned for  any  length  of  time, 
while  the  other  is  being  spoken  to. 

— Name  and  address  withheld. 
FT]  New  technologies  bring  new 
l£»!  manners.  Polite  call  wailing 
relies  on  a kind  of  telephonic 
precedence,  that  works  on  a first 
come,  first  served  basis.  The  person 
who  is  already  talking  has  priory 
over  any  new  call.  The  only 
exception  is  when  the  second  call 
requires  immediate  attention,  in 
which  case  it  is  polite  to  return 
quickly  but  briefly  to  the  first  caller 
with  an  offer  to  ring  back  soon. 

IQI  Forgive  me  for  sounding 
crude,  but  what  should  you 
do  after  emitting  an  embarrassing 
digestive  noise  in  public? 

— IM.Y-.  London  WI. 

"XI  The  old  rule  was  that  such 
sounds  did  not  exist  socially 
and  were  thus  not  worthy  of 
comment.  [ see  no  reason  to  tamper 
with  this  time-honoured  tradition. 

[q|  Following  the 
IbsJ  advice  you  gave 
last  week  on  address- 
ing envelopes,  what  is 
the  correct  form  of 
address  to  couples  us- 
ing their  own  names, 
who  are  Jiving  togeth- 
er as  partners,  Le.  In 
lieu  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
John  Smith?  Surely 
they  are  not  addressed 
as  Mr  Smith  and 
partner. 

— Barry  Chamber- 
lain, Hampton 
Bishop.  Hereford, 
nri  Absolutely  nor.  The  correct 
Lr\J  way  to  address  an  envelope  is 
to  use  only  one  side  of  the 
partnership:,  in  the  case  of  social 
correspondence,  it  is  traditional  to 
write  the  woman’s  name.  But  if  you 
wish  to  use  both  names,  it  is 
appropriate  to  style  each  couple 
individually,  i.e.:  John  Smith  Esq 
and  Miss  Jane  Brown.  In  the  case 
of  same-sex  couples,  it  would  be 
Geoffrey  Green  Esq  and  Peter  Pink 
Esq.  with  the  elder  partner's  name 
appearing  first 

[7=7]  Please  could  you  advise  me 
(*-<1  on  the  correct  procedure  for 
leaving  a dinner  party  when  one  is 
staying  with  the  hosts?  When 
going  back  to  our  house  in 
London,  we  simply  choose  an 
appropriate  moment  and  leave. 
But  when  my  husband  and  I are 
staying  the  night  can  we  politely 
go  to  bed  when  we  feel  like  it  or 
should  we  dutifully  hang  on  until 
the  last  guests  have  gone? 

— Sophie  Davies.  London  WII 

HThe  correct  procedure  when 
staying  overnight  with  the 
hosts  is  for  all  “home-team"  guests 
to  wait  until  other  guests  have  left. 
Thereafter,  there  is  no  pecking 
order  in  retiring  for  the  night, 
unless  there  is  a guest  of  honour,  in 
which  case  it  is  courteous  to  wait 
until  he/she  calls  it  a day. 

John  Morgan  is  associate  editor  of 
GQ.  Send  your  queries  to  Morgan's 
Modem  Aftinners.  The  Tunes, 

Weekend.  I Penninqton  Street.  London 
EIQXN. 
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DAN  BLAIR 

Pf  LOT  TOR  Th£  FORESEEABLE  FUTURE 


r (SORDtE,  VmSuRE  ~ 

WE  £AN  SORT  THIS  ALL 
OUT.  YOU  KNOW,  PRESENT 
A UNITED  FRQNTAND 
k.  AU-THATJOLDEHAR  / 
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OCH,  ANYTHING 
YOU  iSAY,  PAN.  BUT 
AH  CAidHA  UELPM'SBf 
7H  INKIN' THAT.  . 
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WORD  WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 


RECALESCENT 

a.  A down  escalator 

b.  Elderly 

c.  Glowing  again 


FARCEUR 

a.  Stuffing 

h.  A builder 

c.  A writer  of  comedies 


MEGAPOD 

a.  A broad  bean 

b.  With  big  feet 

c.  A dinosaur 


APORIA 

a.  A bad  rash 

b.  Insincere  profess  ings 

c.  Disorientation 


Answers  on  page  31 


TWO  BRAINS 


“If  anything  is  good  for  the  mind,  it  is 
memory  training.  Memory  training 
develops  all  cortical  skills  and  trains 
the  whole  of  the  brain  using  both 
hemispheres.  The  techniques  of  using 
association,  imagination  and  location 
employ  all  elements  of  the  brain.” 

- Dominic  O’Brien,  World  Memory 
Champion. 

Question  1: 

What  is  the  missing  number? 

4 4 5 13  40  ???  - - 


Question  2: 

Which  is  the  odd  one  out? 

Madrid.  New  York,  Stockholm.  Cairo. 
Bombay.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Beijing? 

Answers  on  page  31 

Raymond  Keene 


;„SOf4EHMES 
AH'M  IN  THE 
WRONG  BLUtOY 
COMIC-STRIP! 


CROSSWORDS 


IN  HIS  opening  article,  Brian 
Greer  referred  to  Ross  Beresfbrd 
and  myself  as  the  coeditors  of 
the  listener  crossword  which 
appears  each  Saturday  in  this 
section!  Every  so  often,  we  will 
inhabit  his  column  to  tell  you 
more  about  the  listener  cross- 
word (and  Mike  Laws  and 
Richard  Browne  will  discuss  the 
Jumbo  and  Crossword  Two, 
respectively^. 

The  listener  was  a BBC  publi- 
cation thar  folded  in  1991.  After  a 
short  hiatus,  and  to  the  intense 
relief  of  many.  The  Times  took 
over  publishing  its  crossword.  It 
is.  quite  simply,  the  most  difficult 
crossword  published  on  a weekly 
basis  anywhere  in  the'  world. 
Actually,  this  may  be  an 


by  Michael  Rich 

improvable,  boast,  but  I'  am 
assuming  -that-  no  foreign . lan- 
guage crossword  can  cap  it; 
certainly  no  English-language 
rival  can.  - 

' People  sometimes  tell  me  that 
the  Listener  crossword  is  becom- 
ing too  difficult  Becoming?  little 
do  they  know!  Nowadays, 
..because  the  editors  take  special 
care  to  ensure  that  a solvable 
crossword  is  presented  each 
week,  it  is  rare  for.  fewerthan  100 
correct  entries  to  be  received  (yes, 
we  keep  statistics).  '•  _• 

In  the  past,  :md  ft  is  a lorig'past - 

— this  week  sees  No  3433  appear  . 

— there  would  sometimes  be  not 

a single  correct  entry.  ' . 

' In.  prewar  days'  you  might 

have  been  asked  to  complete  a 


diagram  in  Greek; -or-  Latin. 

. Mathematical  "crosswords" 
.appeared ’up  to  a dozen  times  a 
year,  and  they  required  a degree 
of  mathematical  competency 
well  beyond  the  level  demanded 
-fromentrants  now.  . 

WHAT  HAS  changed  is  that  the 

editors  '.attempt  to  solve  every 
- nuzzle  ab  initio,  on  the  basis  that 
if  neither  ofus  can  solve  it,  then  it 
must  be  nearly  unsolvable  and 
tiierefdre  almost  certainly  unfair. 
We  do  occasionally  allow 
through  an  obscure  puzzle,  bat  if 
you  keep  ttymgyou  will  find  that 
you  will  succeed  more  and  more. 

The  satisfaction  of  completing 
your  first  correct- solution' is,  I 
prorgise.  vrell' wpftir  the1  struggle. 


mm 


» 


READERS  are  invited  to  suggest 
what  Christine  and  Neil  HainQton. 
pictured  right,  might  be  saying. 


This  picture,  published  recently, 
wifi  appear  again  next  week  with  ai 
entry  chosen  from  those  submitted. 


Send  “speech  bubble"  suggestions 
on  a postcard  with  your  name  and 
address  to  PictureUne,  Weekend. 
The  Times.  1 Pennington  Street, 
E19KN. 


The  Editor's  derision  is  final.  The 
dosing  dale  for  entries  is  Wednesday, 
October  29. 


Last  week’s  winning  caption,  left, 
was  submitted  by  DJI.  Stratton,  of 
Altrincham.  Cheshire. 


ALFRED  DUNHILL 

LONDON 


The  prize  for  the  first  correct  solution  to  be  opened  will  be  an 
Alfred  Dunhill  AD2000,  worth  £105.  the  world's  first 
interchangeable,  capless  rollerball/ballpoint  pen.  Streamlined 
and  made  from  silver-plated  black  resin,  it  has  perfect  writing 
balance.  Entries  should  be  sent  to:  Jumbo  Crossword  133, 
The  Times , 1 Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  to  arrive  by 
Monday  November  3.  The  name  of  the  winner  will  be 
published  in  Weekend  on  Saturday.  November  8. 


• NAME  - 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


ACROSS 

I Blacksmith  should  act 
opportunely  (6.53AJZ3) 

15  Appropriate  bit  (7) 

16  Claim  to  be  undergoing.  - 
metamorphosis  mating  to 
chemical  processes  (9) 

17  Type  of  engine  going  off  course 
incurs  such  a penalty  (3-6) 

IS  Swiss  mathematician’s  sound 
lubricator  (5) 

19  He's  made  responsible  for 

applying  second  covering  of  paint 
round  a dowel  (9) 

21  Remain  alert  at  dawn,  and  begin 
to  solve  a mystery  (3.8) 

22  Suggested  mischievous  child  was 
untruthful  (7) 

24  Waiting  material’s  pine— one 
needs  an  extra  yard  (8-4) 

26  English  girl  given  rise,  and  top 
job  in  magazine  (6) 

29  Reart  instantly  and  arrive  at  floor 
5(33.6.7) 

32  Watch  TV  broadcast  do  (7) 

33  Washington's  talse  daim  about 
ecstatic  part  of  conjugation  — (7,5) 

36  — affair’s  dealt  woman  a blow!  (7) 

38  Roam  in  the  mountains  (5) 

41  Drawing  level  with  rivaL  I 
odebrate(lO) 

42  Device  for  switching  footwear  (4-4) 

44  Craft  if  at  sea,  constitute  this  (7) 

46  Gain  a companion  — single 
woman?  (7) 

47  One  of  several  children  volunteers 
in  jousting  practice  (8) 

48  Ceremonial  offical  became  rare 
after  Revolution  (4-6) 

50  Characteristic  attitudes  in  Soviet 
hospitals  (5) 

51  Pull  fish  bade  to  sheltered  side  of 
boat  (7) 

53  Horatius  made  certain  Tuscans 
were  in  Surrey,  perhaps  (12) 

54  Two  Latin  chaps  involved  in 
game  (7) 

55  Admire  Pooler’s  work  remarkably 
H.7.8) 

59  Bandage  man  after  heavy  Now  (6) 

60  Unheard,  you  finally  left  and  girl 
entered  —"it's  not  on  (12) 

62  Fondle  rented  fur  (7) 

65  Again  finding  sorry  device  in 
need  of  repair  (1 1) 

68  Parts  of  garden  chair  that  is 
beginning  to  splinter  (9) 

70  School  gating  scholar's  teller 
from  abroad  (5) 

71  Wiseman— mother  has  his  hair 

combed  (9) 

72  One  merely  observing  brandy  set 
out  (9) 

74  A churchman.  1 am  involved  in 
gossip  (7) 

75  What  uneventful  holiday  provides 
is  of  tittle  value  (7JU.4.5) 

DOWN 

1 Second  fish  almost  used  up  in  fish 
dish  (7) 

2 Brighten  up  when  brush  fire’s  put 
out  (9) 

3 Bewafls  having  succeeded  after 
showing  enthusiasm  (5) 


4 Australian  natives  cut  up  bananas 
(7) 

5 Raring  with  a fair  chance  pf 
success  (2^.7) 

6 Add  fictitious  details  as  English 

Mr  holds  new  Mrs  with  love  in  .- 
heart  (9)  • 

7 Her  responsibility  was  the 
underworld,  largely  (3) 

8 Indians,  for  fear  of  what  could  - 
happen,  stopped  short  (5) 

9 Footballer  may  be  llying  (23,4)  . 

10  line  on  map  shows  one  wdJ— a 

watering-hole  (6) 

11  Very  keen  on  the  Spanish  holiday 
facility  (5) 

12  Should  picture  of  a sort  come  in 
from  there,  demonstrating  ESP? 
(7J2) 

13  Vitia  perhaps  is  hard  to  dectrfty  (8) 

14  Stupkil^secretes  money  from 

20  Temporary  quarters  bousing  a 
new  set  ofoccupanls  (7)  • 

23  To  be  contrary,  little  gjri  left  some 
beet  hiving  eaten  some  fish  ‘ 
P.4.5.2) 

25  Whinging.  Christopher  possibly 
drinks  die  French  plonk  up  (8) 

27  Mastermind  a new  campaign 
supported  by  Russell  (1 1) 

28  Regular  feature  writer  can’t  skive 
(5.3.6) 

30  Consistently  penetrating,  despite 
all  difficulties  (7,53.4) 

31  Citrus,  round,  some  tow  quainter 

(9) 

34  Phate’sstozy narrated  foronein a 
craft  (11) 

35  Briefchapter  in  story  setup 
dazzling  effect  (5) 

37  A couple  of  pages  with  increases  " 
in  values  (9) 

39  They  say  Northern  river  should  ; 
bund  a corvette  (6) 

40  Auxiliary  verbs  ad  in  a specified 

way  (6) 

43  Particular  position  in  a field  (5)  ■ 

45  Sailor  hurried  round  and  took 
over  {5) 

49  Had  the  brands  moved  about  four 
inches  (5-7) 

52  Increasingly  smart — and  that’s 
admitted  by  doctor  (7) 

54  Beef  over  strike  <me  had  (o' 
support  (8) 

55  Remaining  incomplete; 
onderwearcoOec&an'S  no  good  (9) 

56  Henry,  in  land  and  water 
transport  shows  competence  on 
safari  (9) 

57  Using  alias,  lowly  empkQ"ee 
enters  hostelry  — it  appears  old  (9) 

58  Filled  with  excitement— it's  a 
date]  (8) 

61  Sow  farm  animals  foflowing  ewe’s  - 
lead  (7)  . * ; 

63  Beal  a doctor  in  finaZtf)  . 

64  One  showing  superiority  raised  | 

excellent  little  shnzb  $ 

66  Jack  used  as  bait  (5)  . . | 

67  Young  oaf  being  boorishly  ' 

obstreperous,  primarily  (5)  j 

69  Page  one  edged  with  deep  colour  . j 
(5)  '• 

73  In  class.  I remember  how  to  j 

address  master  (3) 


rrj  rr:  zr  r* 


No  1234 


ACROSS.  DOWN 

1 Where  Alice  adventured  2 Chief  Norse  god  (4) 

^ Kept  following:  persistent 

9 Setting  up  (machine):  deco-  (6) 

- native  book  design  (7)  ..iOoerectifyingabuses®- 

10  less  constrained  (5)  5 White  poplar  (5) 

i I (To  the)  front  (4)  6 Eng.  lake;  wet.  wet  errand 

12  ..Rriief;  rerrnf  (pumshmenQ  (8)  ipnag.)  (12) 

14  Persist  (6)  - 7 Pompons  idiot  (7,5) 

15  Head  armour  (6)  • & Repulsive  (6} 

18  Postponing;  book  storage  (8)  13  Old  SE  France  kingdom  (8) 

20  Insect;  m the  ear,  a rebuke  16-  A cereal;  sounds  Eke  grind 

(4)  fr(ty 

22  Henrik -.Hedda  Gab  ter  17  Capital  of  Turkey  (6) 

^trarl5)  . _ ' 19  Racecourse;  type  of  salts  (5) 

23  Attain,  acquire  (7)-  21  Fashionable  (4) 

24  Moderation;  teetotatism  . 

(10)  - 

SOLUTION  TO  NO  1233  : 

ACROSS:  5 Congratulate  8 Fungus  . 9 Appeal  10  Army 
12  Therapy  14  Fielder  15  Spat  17  In-Laws  18  Abroad 
20  Plimsoll  tine. 

DOWN:  1 Occupational  2 Snug  3 Attache  4 Claptrap 
6 Risk  7 Tramp  steamer  11  MaUarme  13,  Pension 

16  Bawl  19  RaO 
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